RS — CLINTON AND THE COUNTRY
| | ] hlrtv bllhon dollals o f(;shlorl\ed dunngan elect{on
II worth of anti-crime The Tower Of vear. For all"of Clmton 3
. Ml :money is about to
descend/on state.and. local Babel Crlme Plan

~vaunted desue to give local
i T Amierica, subsidizing virtu-
( There (3 probably a new cnme preventlon program

* officials more flexibility in "
", fighting, cnme—presumably

ally. ‘all the new prisons,

.additional police officers'and . just nght for.you. Jhe odds are you’ll never ﬁnd lt

so they can display more ini- - .
. demonstration projects that . -

- tiative to/solve real: local | - .
Deriocrats and Repubhcans

. spent the wholeé summer "’ o
arguing about in the corridors of Congress.

'\

crime bill still seem to have other things on'their tind
- Nancy' Eberle of York, Peninsylvania, is a good example

» life, Eberle was workmg, in her capacity as gmnt writer for

- tinué a very popular youth program called “Y’s Kids.”
Y’s Kids, for children aged 6 to 12, is an exceedingly. mod-

thexr cultural differences and fears. -

‘ attracted 250 kids;"won a Mayor’s Award and as Nancy

i | Eberle puts it, “showed us somethmg we ought to be doing " |

at the YMCA.” There’s only one ‘problem: The initial $1,000

o searchmg for anew donation or gmnt

- exercise.in futility and/or serendxputv—Ms Eberle, for
mstance happened upon the initial violence preven: -
| t]on grant 'in & newspaper adverbsement Flgurmg

. | out how to apply for the money takes expertide and

s> |- savvy, one reason the York Y has assigned the job
| ‘full:time to Ms. Eberle, who in turn spends much
| of her time in the local library pounng throng,h
< |- grant resource publications. Then, even if an .

R apphcahon is approved, it can take months to get .
, R ached\ in thé mail. S

: T * The Clinton crime bill; it-turns out, wx“
- do very little tg simplify this head-"
©* spinning routine. Rather, jt will
‘wrap a few more mysteries
around the enigma, if -only-
bemusc this is:the way
crime, bllls usuallv g:,et

vavmmpp R

" month will. onlv add to the' | *

- At is enough to make anybody with a good pmgram 1dea‘ ‘
S leap with enthusiasm. OF it should be. For sonie reason,;;"
.. |. though, many of thosé who stind to benefit from the Clmton .

All summet;, while Cohgress talked about how to rescue vul- - |7
‘nerable young people from. the temptahons of thé criminal -

‘the York YMCA, to find another thousand bucks or.so,to con- -

- est But apparently éffective crime prevention progran: It
 brings together boys and girls from all backgrounds rural |
and urban, white and black, middle class and poof, who' '
spend a couple of afternoons a week learning to deal thh |

: | ¢ Byall accounts, Y’s Kids was a big’success i in York It has;

‘federal grant for Y's Kids, furmeled through the York-Adams -
Drug and Aleohol Prograin, expxred on June'l, barely two-
months after. the. money. had ﬁnallv made its- way | io York' ,
- Thete was enough time to.buy some supplies and curricu- -
|~ Jum materials; pay the - gas. mdeage for:a prevention special- .
-ist,.and even print up some T-shirts for the participants. But.

" theni'the program’ went into hiatus while'Ms. Elberle began .

That kind of snafu is typical-of the problems ‘that oonfront.':
| state and local agencies {and public service orgmxzat(ons like
‘ the’ YMCA) as they enter the Byzantine world:of federal

T gmnt hunting. Just ﬁndmg the source of a grant can be an

* problems—the leglslatxon i

he signed into law last-

federal Babel of crifme prevenhon programs.” - -
- Do Vou know about the Community Schools Program?
Natlonal Youth School Sports Program'r’ The Family

. \?lolence Grants Act? ‘The 21st Century Communltv Schools .

Progmm") Any of them might have money waiting for vou. -

|- But you have to track them down in order to find out.

Altogether ‘there are more than 260 federal crinie preven-

. tion programs designed to serye delinquent and at-risk
*youth. As Representative. Bill Coodhng, a, Republican from
: Pennsvlvama, pomted out dring the cnme bill debate all of
 thém exzsted before the Clinton crime bill moved into the .
_picture. They now recéive about $5 billion.a year from 17 ’

agencies withjn seven féderal departments, from’the

‘Department. of ]ustlce to the Education, Agrxculture and
‘Interior departments

“Are’ they effective?’ Of course not,”
Goodling said. “They are not coordmated in any way.” - .
- The Clinton bill adds a few more names and doll‘ns to the;

1 rolls: an Ounce of Prevention Councﬂ Youth Emplovinent

and Skills Crime Prevention Grants, Faxm]y and Conimunity

.Endeavor Schools-Grants, Midnight Sports leagues, and

many more. But the bill does nothing to deal with the; prob
len that Goodlmg identified—and the one that mavors,
county. officials and YMCA grant’ vmters face: every dav:,

- With no coordination in Washington, there can be little flexi-
- bility for. the*people in York or ‘New Yorkor ‘Chicago or L A
. who want to experiment with programs for at-risk youth.

~ Goodhngs point, which zoomed over the heads ‘of most .

A members of Congress, is that most of the prevention programs
in.the Clinton. crime bill-~liké the 260 programs : already in

place—are tailored to meet the. needs of their ‘sponsors, not

_’their béneficiaries: “The new programs serve-little purpose .

_other than to give members of Congress a chance to attach
the:r name to somethmg in a press release, ” Goodling says.
Q/ ‘Back in. places like York, people like Nancy
"Eberle will have to decipher a whole new set of
‘rules and restrictions—and roadblocks and delays,
no doubt—before they. can put a-Y's Kids program

' ‘g‘ into ‘place:- “If 'vou could access a
cX coupleof cllfferent pr ogmmx that

sure would be helpfu] she says.
“Right riow, 1oug,,h I don’t.
g know if I dlev en w ant to |’
attempt it:” . oo
-The new erime blll unt s,omLf A
to change the distant and’ d;swn-
nected bureaucratic maze in
\ \‘\'ashmﬂton What'it does s )
\ put the presldents stamp of |
approvcd on 1t .8
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