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c LI'NT O,N.,'AN D· .T,H. E co ... N TRY.

' hirtY',billion doliars' ·'··T·',h'e' :rT"O"W'e"'r'"0'"f .', f~hi6nedduringanelection.. " 
,.wo;th of·antl-crime .I.~ ~ear. Forall'or"Clinton'sT" ~1119ney is about tq' 'B'" b:. '1'" C ".'. ", . P'l' " , .., ~aunted' desire to give local. 

descehdlon state.,and.local a.e t" rlm.e· " ·an .,' officials more flexibility in 
Al11eric~>subsidizingviri:u- . -' . ., ", '. . fighting.'crim~presum~bly' 
ally: '~ll 'the neW pris.ons, Ther;e's probably a' new crime prevention program, so they c,an display rlloreini: . 

,addi,tional ,polic~ officers' anq: just right for you. ,.The odds are'you'll never find it.· 'tiafive to:solve real; local 

demonstration projects th,a.t ' .., ,,' .' p'robl~ms"-:-the legislat'ion' . 

Derhocmtsand Republicans, '. '.~BY'()AVID' RJlPP .' he signed intq law last' 

spen t thbe wholthe sun1md'er ' ':' . :.;' . '-d \'~_I b I f' mO'!th~1l only add to the" 
 . . 
arguing a butin ecorri orsofCongress .• , ,,', fe eiat Ba e, 0 criJ)1e prevention prognuns.' . .' . . .' 

,It is enough to make anybody ,with ag~prop', idea . Do you krio~ about ,the Community Schools Program? 
leap' with enthusiasm. :Or ifsllQuld.be. For sonle reas'on" National Youth School Sports .Prognim'( The Family 

though, many ¢f those who stand to benefit franl the Clinton, . Violence Grants' Act? The 21st Cenbirv Comnlunitv.5chools . 

crinle bill still seem to have other 'things on,their rilind':" ' P~ogffim?\Any of them might ~ave ~;oney '~aiting f~r 'you, , 
 ... 
, NanC)~ Eberle of York, Perinsylvan'i;:t;is ,a good exanlpJe.· But vou have to track them dowri in order to find out. . 


,All Sll1nmer; while Congress talked about how to res~ue vul- . . .... ' Altogether;' theieare' mOre thim 260 federal .crinle priven

'n!'!rable young people from thetemptationsof,~e CIjminal' tion prqgrams d!,!signed to ~eryedelinquent alld at-risk 


," life,;Eberle .was 'working, in her ,capacity as grant writer for . youth: AS Representatiye, Bill Goodling, a Republican from 
i 

'the York YMCA, to find another thousand bucks or.so;to con-' . Pennsylvania, pointecl' out during the crinie bill'debate, all of 

. tinuea very popular youth program caIled "YsKids.:: :' th~m existe<Lbe'fore the Clinton crirne bill mo~ed intci the 


Y's:,Kids,.for<;hild!en aged 6 to 12, is an exceedinglymciq-pictll;'~. They now receive about $5 billion a year from17 

est Qut apparently effective crime.prevention progranl: It' agencies within seven federal departments,from',the 

bdngs together boys ana girls from all backgrounds, rural .Department ,of Justice to the Education,' AgricuIture and 

and ,lirban, white and black, middle clas~and poot, ~ho 'If.terior departments:, "Are they effective?' O~ cOlii:se' pot," . 

spend, a cOuple of afternoons.a week learning to deal with .. Goodling said. ''They are not cOordinated in any way." .. ' .. 

their cultuniI difference~ and fears. ' " '. ' ',' , The Clinton bill adds a few more riames and'dollars, to the: 


.: By all accounts;'Y's Kids ~as a big'success i~ York. It has; 'rolk anOunc~ of Pr~ventioncounciI, Youth Emplo}~ntmt 

,attracted 250 kidi;;'"wOfl a Mayor~s ,A:-vaq:l a~d as Nancy and Skills Crime Prevention Grants, F3.mily and Coniinunity 

Eberle puts it; "showed\ls somethfugwe Qugl)t to'be doing Endeavor.:Schools·Grants, Midnight Sp6rts',leagues, and 

at the YMCA:" There's' only onyprolJlem: Tht: i!1i11al $1,000 manYmo;e. But. the bill 'does nothing to deal \,?th theipmb~ 

:federal grant for:Y'sKids, funpeled through theY,ork~Adams .' lem that .Goqdling id~ntified'""7and the one .that mayors,' . 

'Drug and Alcohol Prograiu,exl,:>ired on June 1, bareJy hvo county officials and YMCA grantwriters face every 'day:. 

nlonths after, the. money. had 'finallv' inade its· way to York. With no coordination in Washirigtori; there 'can ,be little flexi

',' Thej·e.w~ e~ough tim~'to.'bu); so~esupplies andcU:rri<u~ '. bffity/for: the'people.in York or:Ne\v Yorkor'Chicago or L,A. 
'.Ium mateJials; pa~thr, gasll1i1eage fqr;a prevention special- , , who want toe}.:perinlent with pfograms for at-risk youth, ' 

'ist, and even print up some T-shirts for the participants" But. '., GoOdling's point, which zpbmed, over the h,eads 'ormost,. 

, then:the' program went iIlto hiatus while' M~, Eberl{'! began '. . meilibers ofCongress, is that most ofth€; prevention prograins 

, searching for a' new donation or grant. .'. ',' '. ..' . ,.In !:be Clirllon. crune bW":"""like the 260 progr~ms alre.ady ~n:' 


T~at kind of snafu is typical,ofthe probl~nisthat confroIit . .' . place:-are tailored to tneefthe needs oftI!eir:sponsor?, not 

state .and local,agenci¢$ (and public serVIce organizatiolls like . :their beneficiari~s: 'The'new programs sen:e . little purpose 

the',YMCA) as they ent~r the ayzantine world·offederalother thanto give inenlbers'ofCongress a chance to attach, 


, grant hunting. Just finding the source of a grant can be an ' . their ~e tosonlethllg in a press ,relea;;e," Goodling says, 
. 'exercise.i1l futility ilIldior serendipily..:....:M!).Eberle, for," ;';Backinphiceslike York, 'people like Nancy 

•inst;;u'lce, happened upon the initiaJ ,violence pre~en~ . . Eberle will have to dec·ip~er.a'whole new set of 

, lion gnintin ,a' newspaper 'advertisenlerit: Figuring rules and restrictions-and roadblocks and delu\'s . 


. out how to apply for the money takes expertjse and no doubt"":""before th~y canput aYs jUds prObfJ'~~ 

. s!ivvy, one reaso~ the York Y has assigru:ldthe job . ' or a Midnight Basketball league 


:fU1l7ti,nle to Ms', Eberle. who in tilmspEmds m).!ch . into place: "!(you could access'a 

:of her. time in the local lib ran' pouring through. couple'of c1ifferel)t probfJ'ams, that, 


· grant resource publications.·Then,kven ifan ' sure wOllld be helpfi.II," she sa~S: 

'application isapprovtid, it cantfJ.ke'months to get, \'Right now, though,: "I. don'~' 

achecl( in the.maiL'. :, . . know if rd"even: want. to 


'The elinton crime bill; it. tUrns out,\\'ill attempt it." .." 

, do very little 10 simplilY this head- \ The new crime hill isn'l goiilg 

· spinning routine. J:\alher,. il will . ~o ch~lgei:he c1istanLincf~i~~'()Il~ 

wrap a few m:oi',e ~nys'te;ies . rieeted bu'r.eaHcraticmaze in 
around .the enigma, ironl)" '·,Wa?hiI~~ton ... What it d(~es b 


· bet:atisethis is,the way put the president'~ shpnp of , 

criItie bills {;suall)' get . . approval on it. . (3, I 
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