
I 
THANK YOU, MR. CHAIRMAN, FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT THE 

I 
VIEWS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ON H.R. 3, THE "TAKING BACK OUR 

STREETS ACT OF 1995." I 
i 

I 
I 

FIVE MONTHS AGO THE CONGRESS OVERCAME MORE THAN SIX YEARS OF 
I 

GRIDLOCK AND PASSED THE VIOLENT CRIME CONTROL AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 
I 

ACT OF 1994 WITH ST'RONG BIPARTISAN SUPPORT . THIS 'LAW, WHICH 
. I 

INCLUDED MUCH OF THE PRESIDENT1S LEGISLATIVE ANTI-CRIME PROGRAM, 
I

WAS THE RESULT OF MUCH DEBATE AND HARD WORK OVER MANY YEARS. IN 

I 
FACTI MANY OF ITS PROVISIONS ORIGINATED IN THIS VERY SUBCOMMITTEE. 

I . 
THE 1994 ACT HAD THE ACTIVE SUPPORT OF EVERY MAJOR LAW ENFORCEMENT 

I
ORGANIZATION IN THE COUNTRY; AS WELL AS PROSECUTORS I MAYORS, COUNTYI . 
EXECUTIVES AND OTHER LOCAL OFFICIALS OF BOTH PARTIES. AND I KNOW 

. . I . " S 
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THE LAW HAS ONLY INCREASED SINCE THAT TIME. 

THAT SUPPORT IS BASED ON THE FACT THAT THIS $30 BILLION, SIX
I 
I 

YEAR VIOLENT CRIME CONTROL ACT WAS THE LARGEST I SMARTEST AND 
I 
I 

TOUGHEST CRIME BILL IN OUR NATION'S HISTORY. IT ESTABLISHED A 
I ' 

COMPREHENSIVE CRIME FIGHTING STRATEGY DESIGNED TO TAKE CONCRETE 

ACTION TO DEAL WITH THEiUNACCEPTABLE LEVELS OF CRIMINAL VIOLENCE IN 
THIS COUNTRY. IT COMBINED STRONGER POLICING AND TOUGH PUNISHMENT 

I 
I 

WITH SMART, EFFECTIVE PREVENTION -- A PROGRAM THAT LAW ENFORCEMENT 
I . 

OFFICIALS HAD LONG BEEN ADVOCATING. AND IT RECOGNIZED THAT THE 

I
BEST ROLE FOR THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN CRIME FIGHTING IS TO 

I 



DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN ANi EFFECTIVE PARTNERSHIP WITH STATE AND LOCAL 
I

LAW ENFORCEMENT WHICH [S ON THE FRONT LINE OF THE FIGHT AGAINST 
I

CRIME IN OUR COMMUNITIES. 

THE VIOLENT CRIME CONTROL ACT WILL PUT AN ADDITIONAL 100,000 

POLICE OFFICERS -- AN ALMOST 20% INCREASE -- INTO THE CITIES, TOWNS 
I

AND COUNTIES OF THIS COUNTRY. IT MADE "THREE STRIKES AND YOU'RE 
. I 

OUT II FOR REPEAT VIOLENT OFFENDERS THE LAW OF THE LAND AND 

I
ESTABLISHED A TOUGH, ENFORCEABLE FEDERAL DEATH PENALTY. IT PROVIDED 

I
ALMOST $8 BILLION FOR PRISONS TO LOCK AWAY VIOLENT OFFENDERS AND 

ANOTHER $1. B BILLION TO PAY COSTS OF INCARCERATING CRIMINAL ALIENS. 

AND IT INCLUDED OVER $6 BILLION FOR PREVENTION MEASURES INCLUDING 
I 

PROGRAMS TO COMBAT VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, TO ESTABLISH DRUG COURTS 
I 

TO IMPOSE MANDATORY TREATMENT ON NON-VIOLENT OFFENDERS AND TO GIVE 
I 

LOCAL JURISDICTIONS FUNDS TO USE FOR THEIR OWN COMMUNITY-BASED 
I 

PROGRAMS TO COMBAT JUVENILE CRIMES AND CRIMES AGAINST THE ELDERLY. 
I

B·Y BANNING THE MANUFACTURE AND SALE OF NEW ASSAULT WEAPONS, THE 
I 

1994 ACT WILL HELP RID! OUR STREETS OF THESE DANGEROUS WEAPONS OF 

WAR. AND, UNLIKE CRIME BILLS OF THE PAST THAT PROMISED MUCH BUT 
I 
\ 

DELIVERED LITTLE, THE 1994 ACT IS PAID FOR. BY ESTABLISHING THE 
I 

CRIME CONTROL TRUST ~D' THE ACT ENSURED THAT SAVINGS ACHIEVED 

THROUGH REDUCTIONS IN THE SIZE OF THE FEDERAL BUREAUCRACY WOULD BE 
I

USED TO FUND THE ANTI-€RIME PROGRAM. 

I 
I 
I

THERE IS STILL' MUCH WORK TO BE DONE TO MAKE AMERICA IS 

I
COMMUNITIES SAFE. BUT NOTHING SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO JEOPARDIZE THE 

IMPORTANT ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE 1994 ACT. 
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I
SINCE PRESIDENT CLINTON SIGNED THE CRIME BILL INTO' LAW ON 

I 
SEPTEMBER 13 OF LAST YEAR, AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAL ASKED ME TO 

I 
TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR ITS IMPLEMENTATION, WE HAVE MOVED FORWARD 

I 
EFFECTIVELY WITH THE SiPPORT OF STATE AND LOCAL OFFICIALS AROUND 


THE COUNTRY. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NEW CRIME ACT IS ONE OF THE 

! 

ADMINISTRATION'S HIGHEST PRIORITIES AND WE HAVE TAKEN STEPS TO 


ENSURE THAT THE LAW lsi ADMINISTERED AS RAPIDLY AND EFFICIENTLY AS 

I . 

POSSIBLE. WE HAVE 
I 

TRIED TO MAKE THE PROCESS .AS SIMPLE AND NON

BUREAUCRATIC AS 
I 

POSSIBLE -  AND TO MAKE IT TOTALLY NON-POLITICAL. 
I 

AS I TRAVEL AROUND THE COUNTRY TO MEET AND TALK WITH LOCAL LAW 
j 

ENFORCEMENT AND OTHER OFFICIALS, r HAVE FOUND .,OVERWHELMING 
I 

ENTHUSIASM FOR THE COMMUNITY POLICING PROGRAM TO PUT MORE POLICE. 
I 

OFFICERS TO WORK OUT IN OUR COMMUNITIES WHERE THEY CAN BE MOST 

EFFECTIVE. 

I
THE OFFICE OF COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES (C.O.P.S.) 

HAS, IN THESE 3 AND AI HALF MONTHS I AUTHORIZED FUNDING FOR OVER 
I

1,000 COMMUNITIES TO 	 PUT ALMOST 10 ,000 ADDITIONAL COPS ON THE 
I 

STREETS ALL ACROSS THIS COUNTRY IN U?BAN, RURAL AND SUBURBAN AREAS 

ALIKE. THIS IS ON TOP OF THE $150 MILLION DOLLARS IN GRANTS THAT· 

WILL ADD 2,080 COPS THROUGH LAST YEAR'S POLICE HIRING SUPPLEMENTAL 
I 	 . 

-- THE C.O.P.S. PlLO~ PROGRAM. LAST MONTH PRESIDENT CLINTON 
I 

APPOINTED JOE BRANN, FORMER CHIEF OF POLICE OF HAYWARD. CALIFORNIA, 
I 

TO BE THE DIRECTOR OF! THE C.O.P.S. OFFICE AND HE IS WORKING ON 

FINALI ZING THE COPS F	JA. S . T. AWARDS THAT WILL WITHIN WEEKS FUND 
I 

ADDITIONAL THOUSANDS OF COMMUNITY POLICING OFFICERS FOR AMERICA'S 
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SMALL TOWNS. OVER THE COMING MONTHS THE REMAINDER OF THE $1.3 
I 

BILLION AVAILABLE FOR I THE c. o. P. S • PROGRAM IN FY 95 WILL BE 

AWARDED. 

OTHER PROGRAMS ru& ALSO GOING FORWARD; THE STATE CRIMINAL 
I

ALIEN ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (SCAAP) HAS AWARDED $41 MILLION DOLLARS TO 

I
HELP OFFSET THE COSTS OF CRIMINAL ALIEN INCARCERATION TO THE SEVEN 

I 
STATES HARDEST HIT BY THIS PROBLEM. STATES ARE IN THE PROCESS OF 

I 
APPLYING FOR FUNDS TO IMPROVE STATE CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORDS, AND 

I 
REGULATIONS HAVE BEEN iISSUED TO ADMINISTER THE VIoLENCE AGAINST 

WOMEN, DRUG COURTS AND ICORRECTIONAL PROGRAMS. 

I FIND EVERYWHERE ITHAT WHAT PEOPLE WANT IN DEALING WITH CRIME 

IS CONCRETE ACTION N01I' POLITICAL RHETORIC. . THE COMPREHENSIVE 
I 

APPROACH ADOPTED BY THE 1994 ACT ALLOWED US TO GET BEYOND THE 

I
IDEOLOGICALLY-BASED AND OFTEN DIVISIVE DEBATES OF PAST CRIME BILLS 

AND ATTRACT WIDESPREAD SUPPORT FROM ACROSS THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM 

AND FROM THE MAJ'ORITY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. WE MUST NOW GO 
I 

FORWARD TO BUILD ON THIS ACCOMPLISHMENT. NOTHING WOULD BE MORE 
I

OFFENSIVE TO THE LAW ENFORCEMENT PEOPLE , STATE AND LOCAL OFFICIALS 

AND ORDINARY AMERICANS ALL ACROSS THIS COUNTRY THAN A REVERSION 

BACK TO PARTISAN AND UNPRODUCTIVE POLITICAL BICKERING ON THE CRIME 
I 

ISSUE. TO BE SURE, THERE IS MUCH ADDITIONAL WORK THAT NEEDS TO BE
I . 

DONE. BUT WE SHOULD TK AHEAD AND GO FORWARD TOGETHER. 

I
IN SOME RESPECTS THE "TAKING BACK OUR STREETS ACT" DOES STRIVE 

. . I 
TO MOVE FORWARD AND BUILD UPON THIS WORK BY DEALING WITH ISSUES NOT 
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I 
, . 

I 
ADDRESSED OR NOT FULLY ADDRESSED IN THE 1994 ACT. THESE AREAS 

INCLTJDE STRENGTHENING IFEDERAL DEATH PENALTY PROCEDURES, HABEAS 

CORPUS AND EXCLUSIONARY RULE REFORM, INCREASED PENALTIES FOR 
I

FIREARMS OFFENSES I MANDATORY RESTITUTION FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME,
I 
I

DEPORTATION OF CRIMINAL ALIENS AND LIMITING ABUSIVE PRISONERI 	 ' 
LITIGATION. WE SUPPORT t THE OBJECTIVE OF STRENGTHENING THE I.AW IN 

ALL OF THESE AREAS. 	 ~E HAVE. PREVIOUSLY EXPRESSED SUPPORT FOR 
I 

VERSIONS OF EACH OF THESE MEASURES AND WE WILL DO SO AGAIN IN A 

DETAILED VIEWS LETTERI THAT WILL SHORTLY BE SUBMITTED TO THE 
I 

SUBCOMMITTEE. IN THESE IAREAS WE LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING TOGETHER TO 

IMPROVE AND STRENGTHEN THE 1994 ACT. 

I
BUT WHILE WE SUPPORT EFFORTS TO ADVANCE OUR ATTACK ON CRIME, 

I 
WE STRONGLY OPPOSE EF,ORTS TO UNDO OR REPEAL THE IMPORTANT GAINS 

MADE IN LAST YEAR'S LAW. WHILE WE SUPPORT TAKING STEPS TO ADVANCE 
I 

THE CAUSE OF CRIME CONTROL, WE OPPOSE EFFORTS TO TAKE US BACK OR 
I . 

REVERSE THE PROGRESS THAT HAS ALREADY BEEN MADE. SUCH AN EFFORT TO 
I 

REVERSE THESE BIPARTISAN ACHIEVEMENTS THREATENS TO UNDERMINE THE 
I

ONGOING WORK OF FEDE~, S~ATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT TO MAKE 

OUR HOMES AND NEIGHBORHOODS SAFER. 

I 
H.R. 3 WOULD UNDO A NUMBER OF IMPORTANT PROVISIONS OF THE 1994 

LAW WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL TO LAW ENFORCEMENT IN THIS NATION SUCH AS 
I 
I

PUTTING 100 ,000 MORE COPS ON THE STREET AND PROVIDING OPPORrfONITIES 
I . 

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE TO AVOID LIVES OF CRIME. WE STRENUOUSLY OPPOSE 
I 

THE PROVISIONS OF THE BILL THAT WOULD DRAMATICALLY ALTER AND WEAKEN 
I

THE ENACTED PUBLIC SAFETY PARTNERSHIP AND COMMUNITY POLICING ACT,
I 
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I
THE C.O.P.S. PROGRAM, AND THE ENACTED PRISON FUNDING PROGRAM, AND 

I 
THAT WOULD INDISCRIMINi\TELY REPEAL MOST OF THE CRIME PREVENTION 

i 
PROGRAMS IN THE 1994 AFT. WE BELIEVE THAT IT WOULD BE A TERRIBLE 

MISTAKE TO REPEAL A PROf RAM TO PUT 100,000 NEW POLI.CE.OFFICERS INTO 

OUR COMMUNITIES -- A PROGRAM THAT IS IN PLACE AND ALREADY WORKING 
I 

AND WORKING WELL -- AND REPLACE IT WITH A PLAN TO PASS OUT $10 
. I 

BILLION OF TAXPAYER MOjEY IN A WAY THAT DOES NOT GUARANTEE EVEN ONE 

NEW OFFICER ON THE BEAT AND THAT IN FACT WOULD NOT ASSURE ANY 
i 
i 

SPECIFIC OR CONCRETE GAIN IN PUBLIC SAFETY. 

IT WOULD BE SIMILARLY ILL-ADVISED TO SLASH VIRTUALLY ALL OF 
. I 

I

THE BIPARTISAN CRIME PREVENTION PROGRAMS OF THE 1994 i\CT -- THESE 
I

PROGRAMS ACCOUNT FOR L'ESS THAN 25% OF THE FUNDING UNDER THE ACT. 
! 

THESE PROGRAMS ARE STRONGLY SUPPORTED BY POLICE, PROSECUTORS AND 
I .

PARENTS OF BOTH PARTIES WHO REALIZE THAT MORE PRISONS ARE NOT THE 
I

SOLE ANSWER TO THE CRIME PROBLEM FACING THIS COUNTRY. PROGRAMS TO 
I .

KEEP SCHOOLS OPEN AFTER HOURS AND· ON WEEKENDS AS SAFE HAVENS, 
. ! 

GETTING DRUG OFFENDERSIOFF THE STREETS OR BRINGING LAW ENFORCEMENT 

OFFICERS INTO SCHOOLS TO TEACH CHILDREN TO STAY AWAY FROM DRUGS ARE 
I 
I

IMPORTANT AND NEEDED COMPLEMENTS TO PUNISHMENT AND PRISONS .. 

I
WE STRONGLY SUP,ORT MEASURES AIMED AT CRACKING DOWN ON 

FIREARMS AND VIOLENT O~FENDERS. MANY PROVISIONS IN THE 1994 ACT -
i 

AS WELL AS THE BRADY LAW THAT WAS ENACTED IN 1993 -- TARGETED SUCH 

OFFENDERS. PROVISIONS I SUCH AS FIVE AND TEN-YEAR PRISON TERMS FOR 

FIREARMS POSSESSION BY!OFFENDERS WITH ONE OR TWO PRIOR CONVICTIONS 
I 

FOR VIOLENT FELONIES1R SERIOUS DRUG OFFENSES, SUPPLEMENTING THE 

I 
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15-Y'EAR TERM PROVIDED, FOR OFFENDERS WITH THREE OR MORE PRIOR 
i 

CONVICTIONS OF THIS TYPE UNDER THE ARMED CAREER CRIMINAL STATUTE, 
. 1 

PROVIDE MEANINGFUL FE9ERAL ENFORCEMENT. BY CONTRAST, WE BELIEVE 
I 

THAT THE PROPOSAL IN H.R. 3 TO FEDERALIZE EVERY CRIME COMMITTED 

WITH A FIREARM IN THIS
1 

COUNTRY' IS A FALSE PROMISE THAT WILL DO 
1 

LITTLE TO MAKE OUR STREETS SAFER WHILE DOING MUCH TO INCREASE THE 

ALREADY ABUNDANT LEVEJ OF CYNICISM ABOUT THE EFFICACY OF FEDERAL 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE. 

FINALLY, ALTHOUGH· NOT INCLUDED IN H.R.3, WE REMAIN CONCERNED 

ABOUT REPORTS THAT SOME MEMBERS OF CONGRESS ARE INTENT UPON 
I 

REPEALING THE BAN ON SEMI-AUTOMATIC ASSAULT WEAPONS THAT WAS 

ENACTED AS PART OF THE VIOLENT CRIME CONTROL ACT LAST YEAR. SUCH 
! 

A REPEAL WOULD JEOPAR~IZE. THE LIVES OF COUNTLESS POLICE OFFICERS 

AND CIVILIANS BY PERM[TTING THE CONTINUED MANUFACTURE OF THESE 
I .

WEAPONS. TO REPEAL THIS COMMON SENSE CRIME FIGHTING LAW WOUT..D 
I 

BREAK A SOLEMN CO~TRACT WITH AMERICA f S LAW ENFORCEMENT 
1 

PROFESSIONALS -- AND II BELIEVE THAT LAW ENFORCEMENT PEOPLE AROUND 

THE COUNTRY WOULD OVERWHELMINGLY VIEW I'1' AS A BETRAYAL OF. THEIR 
I 

I 
TRUST. 

I 

IN SUM, THERE ARE 
I 

MANY PROVISIONS IN H.R. 3 THAT WOULD BE 

I·HELPFUL TO LAW ENFORCEMENT AND TO THE NATION'S ANTI-CRIME EFFORTS 
I 

BUT THERE ARE OTHERS THAT WOULD UNDERMINE AND BE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE 
I

TO THE WORK OF OUR POLICE AND OUR COMMUNITIES WHO ARE FIGHTING SO 
I 

HARD TO FIGHT VIOLENT ICRIME. WE SUPPORT THOSE PROPOSALS IN THE 

BILL THAT WILL STRENGTHEN LAW ENFORCEMENT AND WILL WORK WITH THIS 
I 
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SUBCOMMITTEE AND OTHER' MEMBERS OF THE CONGRESS TO CONTINUE THESE 
I 

STREETS, TO PUT MORE iIOLENT OFFENDERS BEHIND PRISON BARS AND TO 

BIPARTISAN EFFORTS. BUT WE WILL STRONGLY OPPOSE ANY ATTEMPT TO 

REVERSE THE PROGRESS 
I 
I 

THAT HAS BEEN MADE TO PUT MORE POLICE ON THE 
I 

ENHANCE OUR CRIME PREVENTION CAPABILITIES. 

I 
I

THANK YOU. I WILL BE HAPPY TO TAKE ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY 
I 

HAVE. 
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:~r' .'Congress:: Hpuse hf"4rlng begiIls driveto:'shift spci:uling from social 
programs to prisons, law entbtcement. Battle over assault-weapons 

bSl~lOOlUS. I ' l-lQ-f!J.5 
, Believing that public opinion strongly 

By RONALD BROWNSTEIN , support,:; rR"t.rictions on ,assault weapons: 
TI~~ POLITICAL WRITER , • • I . the White House and congres~ional Demo-. , ASHINGTON-In an epIc leglsl;:ttlve :crat3 are ea.ger to frilme the crime debate as 

, struggle t.hat. Marly ,capsized hi~ a fieht owir gUI"lS, BuL beyond lhat, their 
pregiuenc)lI,Presi~cn~,SHrit~n lasts~r~ll1~e~. , S,~::lit~~)1 r.9':"lJlur.:~ng the, GOp, ,c~~Uehge, ' 
W

, squeezed out 11 n!l1l-hlt.mg vlpto:,y 011 ~ ,:>IX
year, $SO-billion measure to f1J;hl crlme. " 
With congreasional, hea.ri?Ss that_~e?il"l _.. 
today, Repuhlicans beg;m an aggressIve 
drive to dismilntle that leg.istation', a.nd 
rp.r.a!;tit in a more conserVative image, ' 

After' a fall election campaign 1n which 
toush promises on fighting crime hclp~d to 
drive the hist.orlc (;0£) gains, Republicans 
life pOi$ed to :\!:!fight the battles ,on sp~nding 
priorit,il?'l that they lost .last summer; and 
force onto the agenda long-soughL cun:;er~ 
vative . Jegal reforms tha.t Democrats Ikept 
out of last year's leglslatlon. . I 

In both chambers, Republicans arelpro
· voking major confrontation:; With D~mo-
crats by proposing to dlvp.rl billions ofl dol
lars in soCial aei'vice "crime prevention" 
pro,GTams jncl,uded in last year's meas~re to 
prisons and law enforcement. At the same 
time, the GOP haa takcn aim at Clinton'is top 
priority by proposing Lo restructure the 

' ~.~,I;ll~tl.l"!~il~~Ii.~q::t.~1J;]:"", " " ,'".'" ,,; 
Wllile the Administration is focused on 

prC!~~c!.ingClip.ton:il promi,s~ 9(10.0,,00.0 IJ,~'Y ;.. 
pollce officers. Hcm!:e .oemocraL~ are circu
hl.liclg I:Ilcttcl' urging him to threaten ~ veto 
<Ig(;inet. SlIb::;tilnLial cuts or elimination of 
crimc pl'evellt10n programs, Some k",~)' 

Admin,istl'Cltion ~trD.te!;i!!lts. TJ~Ollgh. arc 


. Ie'ery of bein~ dra;.vn into a deb.1te in w~ieh 
Republicans a r~ championing tough 
enfo!cement measures and the iJrl;!l:iri!'!nL is 
defend1ng social progralTl~. 

Meanwhile, Democrats arc divided inter
nally over ,GOP ~roposal~ to limit Dealh 

Row appeals and loosen re3triction:; on the 

introduction of impropr:u'ly ;:;r.i7.r.rJ evidence 


' in criminal pruc~etlings, 
"It .would be fantasy to believe we have a 


cQneiet.ent. linC') here," said. one I)emocralic 

congressional aide. 


.
Like Clinton :1M Prc:sident George Butih 

lI~W redcl·a!. aid for law e~f9rcementl in a., before him, congressional, Republican;:;, 

· mannerl.hat would make lt Impossible fror 
the President to fulfill his ~ignatute pl'dmise 
to add 100,000 police officerr:! to the nalion's· 

", sti'p.ei!'l.: ..;. 
· . : "The' .sharpe~t. polnt30f conflict will be 
over cops in the street ann t.he prevebcion 
programs," said Rep. Bill McCollum I(R-
Fla.). who chairs the House Judiciary 
Committee's subcommittee on erlm~1 and· 
Cl'in11.n'a1 justice; whicl1 Ul:lgin8 hearings on 
the bill today, . ' .I 

Even so, the biggest problerri for Lhe :GOP 
may be not th~ Democl'atic oppositiol'\' but 
restr<lining the mO$;t conservativ.e elements 
of lLl:! uwn coalition. Hop1ng to streairuioe 
action on the legi:!lation. Republican lead-' 
ers said they want to put off any effOrt to 
repeal Lhe blin ontl.ssault weapons incl~dep 
in lasl year's ant.i-crime,legislation. ':! . 

But officials at the National Rifle Assn,
whose CI:lIIlI,!liign support wa5 critical to the 
GOP cains IA.st fall:""said they hav~ no 
intention or waiting. "Our priority is 
reversing the gun ban that W<lS p;:u:eed in 
th'lcrime, bill," !:aid 'tanya K. Me~ksa, 
chief lobbyii:!t fOl' the NRA, "We are going 
to work very harn tn put a repeal on any 

"crime bill that comes out of congress'''1 

I 
I 

ar~ likely tn 1p.ri.Tn that"promising a crime 
oj II is cC!$iel' than passing one. 

Republicans st.iIl ha.ve to navigate djUcr
enCes betwer<'o House and !:;enatc proposals, 
potential divi::slons' with ·p~rty moderate!:> 
who backed the final bill la::;,t. y£!ar. and Lhe 
prospecl of a 'presidential veto. Indeed 
~.:my Democrats say they believe that the 
party's best hopes of influencing t.h", bill 
may depend on Clinlon':; willnlgllc~o:; to 
wave his veto pen at the GOP, 

The Whit.e I'louse is "leery of threatening' 
\1'::00'::::1, but.I think you will find some prO!tty 
strong 'language on defending th~ bill" in, 
the State of the Union rAddress]. said Rep. 
Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y,), the ranking 
Democrat on t.h(! crime and crtmioi:il ju::;tict; . 
subcommittee, " 

In almost <1.11 ,respects. t.h!;' np.batc thaL 
bRg1l"1s today simply picks up where last 
summer's tumultuous legis!iltive struggle 
p.ndRd. .!n laLe: August, Congress completed 
sixyearsofargumencby c!earing a huge bill 
that banned assault weapons; impoged lifp, 
lmpri!:ol"lrnent on lhree-limt: convicted fd-
OnS; toughened provisions for tracking 
releMlp.rI ;;ox offenders and showered bU
lions of dollars on prison conslruc:lion, 

http:releMlp.rI
http:1p.ri.Tn
http:r.i7.r.rJ
http:n!l1l-hlt.mg
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gr,rnte to dries to hire police o,fficers al'1;d,a 
r ' , 'y of r.rlmp. prpvl!!ntlon 

I, I ... l:lr 3 e Ii rr a, 'I
progI'~ms, ' . Hllt. that Victory came only after a eoali
tion of Repulilic:ms and 1)~mo(Tat~ opposed 
to g1ln control defeated a pro~cd~r~l r:u1e 
that would have a.'llowp.d for the blH s fm:.d' 
passage on the Houst~ rloO!' ~a8t Augu::lL. 
Thllt defcat forced Democl'atJ.:1 to accept' a 
series of J{epllbl1c'.l11 r.lemCl9ds to shih 
n-ioncy fl:om pl'evcnti(m to law ~nforce.ment .. 
"d "0' c n'struction"and 'I to"'lolIghAn"::' '''tr.lde 'orr", tnat 'C)Jlt:"$ maYrJR1SUS'f! thj:l{'~nt'~R~IiiH.\' ~~i1S·Ul~{:'I.~l 'tf!$Q~~\:~1"6~~''d,pfl'4Pf';!\TI()rii;IY::.2~'~~m:ah:Y· ~f(l !fn-bi'iYi); fj" exoti b 

(ibertarJ<lns, I weaponry with grants from the Lei:>", 
To a' significant €l!:tf:tlt. Republ1cans 41l'e Enforcement Assh:;tan~e Administration in 

noW pushing to write inlo l:lW the negotiat- ~he l~!Os. Bu~. on balan~~, he ~~tgtted. ~'glv-
,,,ing positions I,hat Democrats: wOUld. n?t lIig ClUes maximum fl~.lOblhty 1:, the ~hm~ to 
';i;er.:~pt last summer: This bat~lc jWiIl begm In' do so cVlJ:ry e0Ill:munlty, 15 trp.at.1?d falrly, , 
the Hollse. where Repubhcaps laboring 'Beyond shifting I'esources. T.he Repubh
under t.he promise of compleUng action,on ,: "can,e are also pushing mea'sures lO limit 
lh~!T "eont.rar.t )1Vith America"lwithin: 100" appeals in fp.d~ral courts irom prisoncrs on 
(lilYS ilre planning mllch quick,daction than 
t.he Senate. The Senate Juuicil:tty Commit
tee doe); not plan hp';ll'in[!e. on t~c crim'c bill 
Ilntill<lte lH!KL mOntl1, ' I 

AbOVR all, thc 1994 an ti -crime measure 
was shaped by thA complex internal cro::;::;
pressures of the Democratic pollt1cal coali
lion: It balancer! billions of Idollars in 
speuding on prlSOl)S and police offlcer!1 
!lOl.lgnt by moderates with a ~aft' ·of. 11CW '; 
socia! ,pru/;rams-c!llbbed '''cril~~ pr~ven~", 
tion" progI'Olms-aimed' at m!norlty and ' 
liberalleS'i.s[aLoTR, . ,I .' 

In their bill, House HC!pllbhc4ns propose 
to upend that b<tlancc,'1'hc bill ~...~uld sub-
Rtantially increase funding fnt ~"'I~"n, con 
3tl'uction and eliminate most or the original 
measure's $7 billion in p~@vention
progl'am!!~which r;lng~d, ~roI? funds to 
provide' after -school ClCtlVlUe~ ,n t~oubled. 
nejtThborhoods to hToad, dlScretlonary
gra~l!l for. cities to exp~riment W:ith coordi· 
nl:!ted :lnti-crime strategies. {O?'Y a $Ul" 
billiun program to c!dp.r <lnd proseC1.1te VlO-
IImce !l.gainst ,women would be Ispared by 
the GOP,} 'I ' 

The Republicans also woilh1 ~llmlnatp. the 
original measme'~ $8.8-bilIi?n ~i'ogram of, 
matching grants intp.nnF.'d to rneotlrase 
local commun1t1es T,O hire thousanus of new 
police officers during the next siX yeOlfs, 

Instead. the GOP pmpof.lp::l t.o~ fold ,b?th 
programs togethet; into a singl~.$lO-bl.II.lon ' 
"law enforcement bloek grant Ifor cmes.
Citil~~$ would ha,ve broad',dlscr~tlion I.~ :l,I~e
the funds to hlT'e or eqUIp police offlCcl's. 
!n~i'f!!II~p. security at schools or 'I fund PTf.!-' 

d d 
vcmioll programs like ,those lnelu e as 

;;ho·...."r money on citieswl~hd r@lat1i,velydfew 
lJ1.lidelines-and. not 'lnel enta .y. eny'
Clinton any prospect of fulfilling hIS 1992 , 

, h' , g f]00000 new police .,promise to spur mn 0, , 
,officers, , '. ,',. , 

On,e House ~epubhcan leglsla,tlvc <uue 

aCknowledged It would so~nd naIve to say 

that" t~e desire to ~e~y Clmton suc~~ss on 

the polH:e program was not a factor. , 


For his part, McCollum acknowledged 

t.hat. I,he. blo?k, 8'~~n.~ \~~p.~~~~~ ..If.lvo,lyed a 


. Death Rowand ttl reiorm the "exc1u!1lonary 
rule," whi'r.h bars prosecutors' from intra
duc!ng eVidence ::;eized im['ltoperly.

Repuolicans havl?' revived a provision 
fron1 last year's mea;lltre that would 


establish federal .p,l!!nallies for any crime 

committed wIth a gun. though in $omewh;)'t 

narrower fotm. And they are pushIng pro
posals tc! make ~ !t,e~i.~i~r ,to depOl·t jno~. 

citizens' convIcted of SeT10tlS crlmp.s""':'and 

'more difficult for convict!l.tci press l<twsults 

','. 


chOlllengingprison condibrin\ ",,', '. 

Even Dernocrats like Srh'iJmer'conceded 


th:lt thc GOP is likely to pr'evaH"atleasl In , 

the Hous;('!, (')1'1 these mea.sures. For'Repuh
licQns. the joker in the deck is the yolaule 

issue of ,gun "control, whichcould;:d~ra!l 

their prospects of rapid aetlon on the bilL,,: 


.McCollum said ~'il is, a giVen", th;at an 

amendment.t.o l'p.peal the a3~ult-wcapon, 

ban will surface Of! the How,;c floor some
time this session. BIJt, he addl;d, the GOP' 

leadership would prefer thatth~ vote come 

on some othervehide than the crinie bill. 


It remains e,,:tremely up.ccl'ttiin. though.
whether the NRA will agre€! t.o Cl€paratc the 

"'.: .issues-especially since that coulci give 

Clinton i'l clenner shot at vetoing a repeal of. 

the assault-weapDn ban. ' ' 


The NRA'S voIce promises Lo hI>. formi- .',
,,:: 


d:;!ble in the coming session. , , 

fn t.he last,el!!ction.MatakE::l noted; tht'! 


organizBtion helped to elect $0 many gun-

I h h t 2"4 

contro oppommts t at t ey now coun , ~ 

of tht! 435 House members;lll ~I,lf'porte~s. 


"It is my view that we hopefully have a

'majorlty" agilinst glln control in the House" , ,:. 

specific: ~l'Intp.. in )a~~ yeOlr's bill. j "', ' Me~aksa said. "That is, if we hav~n't been , 
' A~mmlsLrilL10n offlr..lal!1,~t,<l\m~rlY,oppose :..'. misled." ;;'\Y'"':;, ", ' : , '::' ..• :' ;".:',:::., ,~~<,,:,:::-, .... 

";;~~ '~,,::''''C'U':; t~~;:~!~\":~r ..;:e~~!ii:;"\i; ::";;::iA:;:;'A;':,~::'i"i,:;',\!.ll~t"",?:>ilt:::;::' " 
::':;~.<":' . 

.~:.J) .: 

"J::.,' , 
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TIfE UNITED STATES C()NFERENCE OF MAYORS 

16:1U Irn; STRl!.!T. NOLmIWltl," 


WA~!HfN(~"")'fII. D,C:. 20clC16 

TBlJ':P'fOIJl~ (2.Q2) ~9'~.7)~(J 


~X. (lila) Z"·:Z'S:l 

',:"ro (2C3} 2\1;;.M4'i 


Augus[ 2, 1994 

The Honorable Rohert D~le 
Minority Leader 
United States Semt~ 
the CapitOl 
WashiDlton, D.C. 20510 

Dear ~na.tor. Dole:: 

As Rc,pubHcan lDB.yors WithUl ::'he U.S. Confere~c of Mayors we write 
,to u'18 pa.a;$I3e of the Cl.:mfen.:nce ll;!,n!elTll:nt OD the crime bUt It will provide 
needed help to our clut:,;. 

Lilt fall a bi-prutiJatI group I:!,f m~.:10rt worked wiCh police ch1efsto <1rnft 
the National Action Plan to Combat Vi,olen.t Crime. Many of the clcme,nts of that 
plm arc included in the crimr: bill! 

FUnding for 100,000 addit1on,i~J police officers. with loca111c::dblity in the 
use Of fiJnd1f: 

.. FundiDK to increlse the c.ap,:Lc:ity of correctional tKilitics I
aitercative forms of 1:.ncarceratiun; 

Dd provide 

• . Stro.a; prevemioc. mr.asurc:1 u" as_Jst WI in addressing the 
crime; 

root· causes of 

B.uha:ru:ed pe!3ab~ for a vlllit'.!'.)' of violent crimes; 

* Strengthened federal dNg c:o.!rtl\~l a:fforts. 

Crime aud Viof.Cll.er; an: pCl;1I1-=ms in utI of our Clli~ - urbllUl tlnU. 
IN'bu.rban, large and. flnaU, in evt:l'J" reghon of tbe coutrt:ry. The conference 
agreement prQvid.es Unl,onant help t':> aUuf us, imponant tools iu oyr efforts to 
prevent IIr.Dd. contrul crimi. While th(~',e may be {[ems in the b1L1 that some of us 
miaht nt'lt like. tbe bill. on the wh()lf~. will. bd very good fot cities. 

~ the el~= officiAls closes. to tbl~ people. we know mat trlme has been 
AM will ~OD%inu. to be the most sw:iOUIi, concern of our citizens. Thay are 
lOOk!na ~ aU of us for help. the kiud of Itclp that we em deliver throuSh this 

_ •• "1 _ .. L..... ..,,_ ... ____ ~_ ..........~ ...... "' __ ".... __ ..... y .....
.. _ .'1 ... : ..,1.._ •• 

http:prQvid.es
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Sine_Iy, 

Viccor Ashe 
Mayor of Knoxville 
Pmsident 

'Richard Riordan 
Mlfor of Log Angeles 

David Smith 
Mayor of Newark 

Herbert R. Drinkw&W' 

Ma),or of Scottsdale 


rr;/~Q~ .'J~ 

Michael R. Tun:tcr 

Mayor of D~)'ton 


.!~~. 
GJf(!gOI"J S. Lalhutka 
Mayor of Columbus 
PI'C~Jid.t.:ntt NaL100iJ CDnt'i:l"KftCes o'r RepubUcan 
Mayors and Mu.l1icipal Elected OffICials 

MLke Jobamls 
M&:.rOf of LiDcoln 

.Palll H~lmke 
MftjOr of Fon WaYDo 

LJlllse Gardaa' 

Mtlyor of JeffersOD City 


Otor., O. Stewart 
)1uyor of Provo 


