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TWO-THIRDS OF SEX OFFENDERS IN STATE PRISONS
HAD VICTIMIZED A CHILD

FAMILY MEMBERS OR ACQUAINTANCES COMMIT MOST CHILD MURDERS

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Children yéunger than 18 were the
victimé in almost 20 percent of the violent crimés committed by
state prisoners, according to a new Justice Department report
released today. More than half of the child'victims were 12 or

younger.

Thirteen percent of the violent prisoners raped or sexually
molested children.  Of all prisoners convicted of rape or sexual
assault, two-thirds victimized children. Three out of four child

victims were female.

The study of a natioﬂally representative sample of state
prisoners. serving time for violent crlme in 1991 showed that
offenders typically preyed on children they knew--not strangers.

Eighty-eight percent had a prlor-relatlonshlp with thelr victims.

(MORE)



-In fact, almost one- thlrd of the v1ct1ms were the chlldren or

el

step- chlldren of the assallant

‘ The flndlngs are based on- 1nmate 1nterv1ews din 27? prlsons
in 45 etates conducted durlng 1991 The Survey of State Prison

“Inmates, ‘the largest ever undertaken, 1nvolved about 14 000

f;_flnmates who had been sent to prlson durlng 1991 or earller

| Among the estlmated 61 000 offenders serv1n§ tlme in 1991
. for v1olent crlmes agalnst v1ct1ms younger than A18: .
—-Almost 10 percent had been conv1cted of the murder or‘be'
:manslaughter of a Chlld | | |
| h ——Flfteen percent had been conv1cted of for01ble rape and 57
,percent had been conv1cted of: other types of sexual assault ’
'1nclud1ng statutory rape, lewd acts or for01ble sodomy |
-—Approx1mately 10 percent had beaten or threatened thelrd'
g,young v1ct1ms E |
.-—About 30 percent reported they had attacked more than one\
Chlld durlng the 1nc1dent for whlch they were 1mprlsoned
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Prlsoners conv1cted of attacklng chlldren were mostly male‘

(97 percent) and were more llkely to be whlte (almost 70 percent)

1

and marrled or" dlvorced {64 percent) than przsoners who had

(MORE)




victimized those over 18. Child victimizers were, on average,

five years older than those who had victimized adults. About 22

percent reported having been sexually abused themselves while .
growing up, compared to 6 percent of the violent offenders who

preyed on adults.

Victimizers of adults were about four times as likely as
victimizers of children to report having carried a’firearm duriﬁg
the crime. Three odt of four prisoners‘who viétimized a child
reported the crime ‘took place in'their own home or in the

victim’s home.

;Priéoners who had victimized chiidren‘had 1eés extensive-
cfiminal histories than those inmates convicted of violent
offenses against adults. Almoét one-third of child victimizers
were serving time follpwing their first a;?est, whereas leéé than
19 percent of those who victimized adults were first-time
offenderé.v About one-fourth of the prisoners Qho victimized
children had prior convictions for violent crimes, compared to

about one-third of those who had victimized adults.

(MORE)



‘Child Murders

The study also examlned 1nd1v1dual Federal Bureau‘of
Investlgatlon records from 405 000 murders 1n the Unlted States' :
‘dbetween 1976 and 1994 1n 37 000 of whlch the v1ct1ms were
younger than 18 years o0ld. In 1994 chlldren accounted for 11
o percent of the natlon s 23 000 murder victims.
| The number of annual Chlld murders nearly doubled between N
1984 and 1993 from 1, 463 to 2 841 There was a small decrease‘
to 2 660 in 1994 but this was Stlll hlgher than any. other prlor‘“
Vyear The 1ncrease in. Chlld murders occurred mostly among youths‘p'
from 15 to 17 years old and was found among both’ whlte and

vh

: Afrlcan Amerlcan chlldren e o T“f L S - .ny v

The murder rate among youth ages 15 to 1? has been grow1ng
urapldly “In 1984 there were 3.4 murders per 100, OOO whlte
) chlldren ‘and 15.5 per 100 000 black chlldren "By 1994 thlsghadi

o

. risen to 6.3 and 49 3 respectlvely
Most chlld murders in 1994 were. at the hands of an
acqualntance (38 percent) w1th famlly members accountlng for 22

percent strangers 7 percent and unknown offenders 30 percent

(MORE)
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Dufing 1954 almost oﬁe—half of‘all the murders of those
under age 18 involved handguns. Ten years earlier, handéuns were
involved in one-quarter of such offenses. In 1994 about 70
. perceﬁt of the murder vigtimé aged 15 to 17 years old were killed

with a handgun.

'~ Since the early'l9808,~the évérage age of offenders usiﬁg a
handgun to kill a child has dropped from about 26 to 20, and the
age of those who murdered victims from 15 to 17 years old dropped

from 24 to 20.

In those cases where the perpetrator of the murder was known
to law enforcement, almost one-third of child murderers were

under the age of 18.

Among the almost 37,000 children murdered between 1976 and
1994, 66 percent of the children less than 1 year old and 58
percent of those from 1 to 4 years old were killed by beating

with fists or blunt objects or by kicking.

The data are contained in a report to the Congress prepared

jointly by the Department’s Office of Juvenile Justice and

(MORE)"



Dellnquency Preventlon and Bureau of Justlce Statlstlcs (BJS) to
. respond to a requlrement of the Natlonal Chlld Protectlon Act of5i

1993

" ".angl’e' cépiesA?'of"thé‘ repo‘rt‘, ""Chilvd Victimizers: Viie‘lent“
Offenders and their Vlctlms" (NCJ 153258) whlch was wrltten by
BJS staff statlstlclan Lawrence A Greenfeld may be obtalned
from the BJS Clearlnghouse, Box 179, Annapolls Junctlon Maryland
20701—0179 The telephone number is 1 800/732 3277 Fax orders_fe
5,{ to 1 410/792 4358 To get a free fax copy of the report dlal

301/251—5550.
:fZBJSfe;home pege.eddreSSﬁenfﬁhe<Tnterneﬁ is:

http://WVWIeﬂp,usdoj.gov/bjs/.

s BJS9619

'
W

.. After hours contact . Stu Smith at 301/983-9354«
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Child Victimizers: Violent
Offenders and Their Victims

By Lawrence A. Greenfeld
BJS Statistician

Characteristics of offenses against children

» An estimated 18.6% of inmates serving time in State

prisons in 1991 for violent crimes, or about 61,000 offend- -

ers nationwide, had been ‘convicted of a crime against a
victim under age 18.

» 1 in 5 violent offenders serving time in a State prison
reported having victimized a child.

» More than half the violent crimes committed égainst
children involved victims age 12 or younger.

» 7in 10 offenders

» Offenders who had victimized a child were on average
5 years older than the violent offenders who had commit-
ted their crimes against adults. Nearly 25% of child vic-
timizers were age 40 or older, but about 10% of the

-inmates with adult victims fell in that age range.

» While nearly 70% of those ser\)ing time for violent
crimes against children were white, whites accounted for
40% of those imprisoned for violent crimes against adults.

» Inmates who victimized children were less likely than

other inmates to have a prior criminal record — nearly a
third of child-victimizers had never been arrested prior to
the current offense, compared to less than 20% of those
who victimized adults.

with child victims
reporied that they
were imprisoned
for a rape or sexual
assault.

» Two-thirds of all |
prisoners convicted
of rape or sexual
assault had com-
mitted their crime
against a child. - B0%

Percent of violent State Inmates
with victims under age 18

100%

80%

Characteristics of .
the offenders 40%
» All but 3% of of- 20%
fenders who com-
mitted violent

19% of violent State prison inmates committed their crime against a child;
78% of those convicted of sexual assault had abused a child

crimes against chil-

0%

Al viclent Murder Negligent Kidnaping Forcible Sexual Robber: Assault
dren were male. crimes . man- rape assault Y
slaughter
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" » Violent child-victimizers were

~ substantially more likely than
those with adult vrctrms to have

been physrcally or sexuafly abtised
when they were children, though-

the majority of violent offenders,

regardléss of victim age, did not .

have a hrstory of such abuse.

» About’ 14% of child vrctlmrzers

- carried a weapon during the vio-

lent crime, compared to nearly half. -

of those who vrcfrmrzed adults.

» About 10% of violent offenders
. W|th child victims received life or -
death sentences and the average
prison term was 11 years, some-

what shorter average sentences

than received by those with adult

victims.
Characteristrcs of the vrctims

>3 rn 10 chrld vrchmrzers re-
ported that they had committed
their crimes against multiple vic-
tims; they were more likely than
- those who victimized adults to
have h‘ad mu|tiple victims.

PR

»3in4 chrld vrctrms of violence o

were female

Offense drstnbutlon of State prrsoners and
'percent of those prrsoners wrth chrld vrcums 1991

"

: . State pnson Inmates by offense

time for crimes”

K Percentof all
"+ prisoners serving

' - - All prisoners Child vrchmlzers ,
Offénse " Number Percent _ Number Percent  2gainst. chrldren.
" Alloffenses 711,643 100.0% ' 65,163 -100.0% . T 92% -
Violentoffenses | 327,958  46.1% 61037 937% .  18.6%
Homicide' . .. 87479 . 123% 5792 89% 6.6%
“Murder 74,693 105 ¢ 4,877 72 . 83
‘Negligent mansraughter 12786 18 1115 . 17, . 87
~Kidnaping® T 8369 . 12 . 1508 - 28% - 180%
Rapeand sexualassault: * 66,482 . 93% 4355  '66.8% . 65. 5% .. -
Forciblerape | - -+ 22,797 32 . 8908 .. 137 391
- Forcible sodomy 203 3 1,741 2.7 855
‘Statutory rape o 11820 - o2 0 1,102 17 - - 948
Lewd acts with children - 10,799 15 10799 166 100.0
_ Other sexual assault 29,688 (4.2‘ 121,002 322 - 70.7
Robbery . = . 104136 146 3772 58% ' 36%
Assault o c .o 59275 83% 6058 0 93% 102%
Aggravated assault 55,549 .78 3933 60 . .74
Chidabuse ~* ', 1717 - .2 47172 28 1000
Slmpleassault .. 2009 .3 408 ' 6 203
_ Oterviolent ~ 2217 3% 355 5% 16.0%
| Nonviolent offenses 383685  539% - 4,126  63% . .. . 11%

| 'Note: Aggravated assault includes assault on a police officer. : The victim-offender

relationship was'generally asked for those offenders serving time for violence. However, :

. some offenders serving time for the public-order crimes involving offenses against

morals and decéncy reporfed that their victims had been children.” Detall may not add
fo folals because of rounding

» For fhe vast majonty of child vrchmlzers in Stafe prrson ' ,

the victim was someone they knew before the crime:

A third had committed their crime agamst therr own

child .

About half had a relatlonshrp wrth the vrctlm as a frrend

~ acquaintance, or relative other than. offspring - . . o S .
About 11in-7 reported the victim to have been a ‘ T

i stranger to- them.

Yy . i IO

»> Three -quarters of the vrolent vrctrmrzatrons of chrldren

took place in either the victim's home or the. offender s

home.

> 4 in 10 chrld vrctrms of violence suffered erther a fOI’CI- :

b!e rape or another rnjury

Source BJS Survey of State

r-

',"
1

Pnson !nmates 1991

.
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Child murder victims Victims age 15 to 17, both white and black, accounted

: ' ' for almost all the increase in child murders, 1976-94 ;
» Children under the age of 18 accounted for 11% of ’

all murder victims in the United States in 1994. Nearly Number of murders

half of the 2,660 child victims were between ages 15 of victims under age 18
and 17. About 1 in 5 child victims were known to be 1500 &
killed by another child.

» Between 1976 and 1994 an estlmated 37,000 chil-
dren were murdered.

'

> Since the mid-1980's the increases in both the num-
ber and the rate of murder among 15- to 17-year-olds, -
and particularly among black youth in this age range, 600 ¢
have outpaced changes in murder in all otherage
groups.

» The victim-offender relationship in child murder var-
ies with the age of the victim: In most murders of a , .
young Chlld, a famﬂy member killed the Chlld, while in ?g;s‘ ) 1682 1988 1994
most murders of an older child, age 15 {o 17, the per-
_petrator was an acquaintance to the victim or was un-

known to law enforcement authorities. About1in5 . Children under age 18 were
child murders were committed by a family member. ~ |  responsible for nearly 30%
- . o L L of murders of children in 1994
» Data for the period from 1976 to 1994 indicate that in : ' f
family murder of a child about 10% of victims were age 15 Age of offender
to 17, while in murders by strangers about 67% of victims
were in this age category: Age 12 or younger
, 13-15
Vlctlm-offenger relahonsmg. 1976-94 16-17
ge of child victim  Family Acguaintance Strangar Unknown "
Total  1000%  100.0%  1000% 100.0% 18-18
" Less than 1 year 31.2 48 1.4 6.9
4. - 36.3 170 6.4 9.9 . ) 20-29
5-14 226 20.6 25.0 210 ‘ ‘
1517 9.9 -57.6 67.3 62.3 30-39
Total number 10,795 13,060 4006 9,092 S 4049
‘ 50 or older

» Half of all child murders in 1994 were committed with a

handgun; about 7 in 10 victims age 15 to 17 were killed ’ Percent of murders of vict
; ercent of murders of victims
with a handgun. - ' under the age of 18, 1994

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

SOU"F?: FBI Supplementary : Note: Excludes 749 child murder cases
Homicide Reports, 1976-94 in which the offender was unknown
{from a total of 2,660 cases}.
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P ' U. S. Department of Justice

Office of the Associate Attorney General

The Associute Anorney General Woshingion, D.C. 20530

MEMORANDUM

TO: Abner J. Mikva
' Counsel to the President

James Castello :
Deputy Counsel to the President

FROM: John R. Schmidt

SUBJECT: New Jersey Supreme Court Decision in Doe v. Poritz (Megan’s Law)

~ This morning, the New Jersey Supreme Court issued its decision in Doe v. Poritz
upholding Megan’s Law. The court ruled that registration and community notification are
upheld as not violating ex post facto, cruel and unusual punishment, bill of attainder and
double jeopardy. The court also ruled that there is no equal protection or constitutional
privacy violation. On the due process issie, which was the part the state lost below, the
court held that “subject to limited modification in respect of judicial review for community
notification under tier two and tier three, the [New Jersey] Attorney General’s Guidelines are
valid and effective immediately.” Attached is a syllabus of the opinion. We do not yet have
~ the complete text. : o '
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SUPREME COURT SYLLABUS
(This syllabes i aor pmof:beopialea&lbnmm. Tt has ez prepared by 1b2 Oftize of the Clark for 1bo
converdeact uf the roadz, 1t has been ocither reviewad poe appawed by the Supreme Coart. Plosse note thyt,
in the interests 6f brevily, portions of uay oplaics may ot bave been aummarioed).

£ (A170/171-84)

Afgord May 1, 1995 ~ Declded July 25, 1995
WILENTZ. €J. writlag lor o majurity of the Conrt L ’ ,

: Oa Oacter 31, !99(,! of bills grocrally ufermdlnu MgnsLu’ bocaene Lew. The
somatitgtinatlity of two of thave bille the Regisirston sad Commualy Naxilicaiou Laws, was challonged by
“Iohs Dos,® » convicted sax offender. Under 1how statutes, cartals convicied wx oflepders are required 1o
tegister with law enforcomept officials.  Fustbor, hpdﬂm&hﬂ'dt&lnﬁooﬁwnmw.
enasmil agother offeme, (e Lyw provides for nexificaon 1o clomcots of the commrunity.

Doc's complaint w8 beard by the Superiar Court, Lyw Divislon, which upicid e atties sublea 1o
lh:sé&md:judndhnuhgmm{nlh. D—appakd.andlbasnpmempmad direct
cenificuian,

MELD;: The Reglotration sud C ity Notificution Lavs do aot violete the Ex Pont Fasto. Donvec Jeopardy.
Croet and Usussal Pucicktaenl, or DI} of Ataluder Clansos of the Fedrre! conutitution or Shalugous sade
sonstitution provisioes. 1n sdditton, the 31 €0 Dot doprive wct offcndars of the right o equal protestion
unnder the baws of 10 thelr ennstitutional right to privacy, Subject I Hulied modtOcations |a respect of judiclal
" peview of Ther Two or Ther Thres classifications, the Cuaidaliaes promgbyaiad by the Aftaraey Geseral petrspant
1o ihe legislation are nﬂd&dmw imprdisuty.

1. Thnmcdth:m-bdnmn:hunhefmmlmdmsna mumﬁyltmmphg ]
profect neall from conviaed sca offcodets, Ba matter when oo 6 long a2 the meim of profeion are
renseniahly dealgned for it purgiose ssd oaly for than purpase, and not desigaod to pualal; thet (he community
eslfuention provided for In thesz laws s oot conuthutionally Wilncradic Secause of ks mavhable Wspact ém
offendurs thal deapite the possibls wevarity of that impasr, sex effenders’ loss of anotymity is 50 comgtiinionsl
by o soxicly's sieaupx ai self-del Tic Leglalasture chioas 10 tisk unfalooeas 1 previrardy.coemaed offasden
rather (han unfaimeas 1o the chikdren and womea who might eulfer bocauss of tscis (gnorance of the offerder's -
preccicd in the cowmmunity, but atempied lo restric the damage that sotflcauon of the pullic might do 1o the
lives uf robabilitaled offonders by limiting the exteat of notlfieation based on the likaliband of reoffeass.(pp. 3-5)

2 The dedaau:e‘s dosision 1o make proviausly- -sosvicicd ulfcodors sabjeet io (ha Netilication Lyw wat
ionably fofl d by the Fact that uolews they were inglyded, (e protenion that the laws oo deaigned
maﬂmdmnmbpﬂteuleplm for o fair sumber of yoars as Iwtnrg oficagers were conviaed,
incyreerated, and relcaseid. Thes, and only then, weuld they be subject to the aaxificwion proviions, but (o the
m(mm. the children of today would recvive 80 protceiion (rum e Laws through uohﬂawal conctraing the

P of previousipennicted olffandees. {pp, 56)

3 Tde Court bas oo right 1w wrosaus that the ;ah-ﬂlhpﬂu-&cnlh:hgdnm was poL And 80 right
1o xsume that the media will 2ok g6 reapompibdy. The Anarocy Geocrnd bas Mrongly warsed that viglantism
- will not be tolermed: the Coun has 80 reasog (5 Delicve that (be Governor and the Logisdatute will tolosus it
The Court amomes 1bat the urcagest mersage will be dolvered, ead repeated by the Governor and ether pubic
ofticigls 3t i levels. as wall @ by cemesmairy afd rallgions Sesdere and the madis. that these e lawa that munt
be wed only (o prolad 36 Bat (0 punish, 1 wewags fo be given ot commuaity meatings, schooly, raligicn
congregatines, and everywhere throughout the state.

The Cowt does mx believs (baf tho determination in this aic shouk) bu based o8 & pradistion of
‘&nnnmudmmmmmfeww The Count dovs O suggrsl wny sbaoluls ruls thet & ovwrd should
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N.J. Suprema Court upholds *Megan's Law'!

TRENTON, N.J., July 25 (Reuter) - The New Jersey Supreme COurt Tuesday ,
upheld so-called ‘“Magan's Law, '’ which requires that communities be notifed
when a convicted sex offender moves in. ,

. The, law, named after 7-year-old Megan Kanka who was raped and murdered A
@1egedly by a sex offender who lived 1n her neighbourhoced, is constztutional,

the state's highest court ruled.
“The essence of our ‘decision is that the Constitution does not prevent

BC MEGANSLAW

«_ soc1ety from attempting to protect itself: from convictad sex offendars,'' the
majority opinion ‘said.

~ One justice dissented, arguing that community notification makes the sex
offender‘s punishment ““more burdensome'' than the Constitution allows.
The! law calling for convicted sex offenders to register with the police
departments of their communities took effect Oct. 31, 1994, just two months

after Megan's dsath.

- Jesse Timmendeguas, 23, a twice-convicted sex offender who llved across
the street from the Kanka home, has been charged with the crime His trial is
still pending, although prosecutors say he has confessed. ,

" community notification under ““Megan's Law'' was suspended in December '
when several state and federal lawsuits were filed. Tuesday’s ruling settles
the state cases but does not mean notlfiction w111 resume. s;nce the federal
lawsuits are still.pending.

" In neighbouring New York State, Gov, George Pataki was slated to sign a
gimilar law into effect Tuesday afternoon. _
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