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THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 

February 14, 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR RAHM, ~CE, DAVID 

FROM: RO~L..---

SUBJECT: CRIME SPEECH 

Attached are proposed talking points. Please let me 
know ASAP if you agree, and if you would add anything to them. I 
need to get them to the AG by 4:45 so she will be prepped for her 
media work tonight and tomorrow. 



TALKING POINTS; PREsIDENT'S CRIME SPEECH 

On Tuesday, the President will outline a five-part plan to attack violence and crime in our 
country. The key elements are: 

(1) 	 Ado.pt a New Drug Control Strategy 

• 	 Last week, the President unveiled anew, $13 billion plan to control drug 
abuse and trafficking. 

• 	 It features a new emphasis on getting hard-core addicts -- who cause most of 
the drug-related crime -- off the streets, and expanding treatment and 

. prevention programs. 

'(2) Pass a Comprehensive Anti-Crime Bill 

• 	 For four years, Congress has been struggling to pass a comprehensive Anti
Crime Bill. The President will calIon Congress to get the job done quickly, 
with a pledge: if Congress will pass this bill now, he will cut through red tape 
to get 20,000 new police officers hired within a year. 

• 	 The key elements of the anti-crime program that the President has put forward: 

Hiring 100,000 new police officers and expanding community policing; 

More prisons for violent criminals; boot camps for youth offenders; 

A "three-strikes" law for serious violent crimes against people; 

Crime prevention programs, aimed particularly. at young people; 

A federal death penalty for the most heinous murders; 

A ban on assault weapons 

New programs to address Safe Schools and Violence Against Women; 

. All paid for by a' trust fund, funded by cutting 250,000 federal jobs. 


• 	 The President will also criticize politicization and the exploitation of fear in 
the crime debate. Proposals must be tough, but they must also ~ smart -- and 
a Senate-passed plan to bring every gun-crime case into the overcrowded 
federal courts flunks this test. 
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(3) 	 Launch Bold. Innovative Executiye Branch Initiatiyes 

I, • 	 The President will commit the Executive Branch to using its full resources to 
fight violence and crime. 

• 	 Some of these initiatives include the Attorney General's Violent Crime 
Initiative, the Safe Homes Initiative based at HUD, ATF's program to tighten 
up gun licenses, the Education Department's Safe Schools program, and the 
National Service plan for 3,000 volunteers working on a "Summer of Safety." 

(4) 	 Invest in Communities to Make them Safe Again 

• 	 The President has advanced an ambitious program to make communities safe 
pla~s for living again: job training, earned income tax credits, a national 
economic strategy, and much more. 

• 	 Also, the President's community empowerment agenda -- including the 
creation of empowerment zones in some of the hardest-hit areas -- will restore 
hope and opportunity -- and give young people something to say "yes"· to. 

(5) 	 Change the Moral Climate: StQp Tolerating the Violence 

• 	 Finally, the President will continue to speak out, as he has, to challenge all of 
us to change the moral climate in this country that tolerates violence and 

. violent crime as part of our lives.. 

• 	 This includes teaching our kids about right and wrong; having parents, 
teachers, ministers and public officials speak out about violence; and working . 
together to demand that this current carnage end. 
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The President of the United states 

Ohio Peace Officers Training Council and Academy 


London, Ohio 

February lS, 1994 


xntroduction/The Problem 

I've come here to speak to you today because your work as 
law enforcement officers is more important than ever before in 
our nation's history. Violent crime and the fear it provokes are 
tearing our country apart. 

Everywhere I go, this is what people talk about. Last week, 
in Shreveport, Louisiana, the front page of the newspaper had 
this letter from a school girl. She said: "If I could meet the 
President, I would ask.him to make his top ,priority crime. Crime 
is so bad that I'm afraid to go outside. I know kids at school 
who claim they have guns. I really.·.didn't pay attention to crime 
until someone shot and killed my friend, who was one of my church 
members. My concern is: I won't have anyone to marry becau~e all 
the nfce young' men will have been killed, incarcerated, or" in a 
gang. ':If I could give only one gift to America and the world, it 
would be no guns, no killing, just PEACE." 

I understand that, over the weekend, four people were shot 
and a girl was killed at an apartment complex in Bucyrus [Bue
sigh-russ], not too far from here. And this morning, at the 
airport, I met Officer John C. Holloway, of the Columbus Police 
Department, whose partner., Officer Chris Kliets, was recently 
killed in the line of duty, and Sarah Johnson,. of Cleveland, a 
heroic 14-year-old girl, who threw herself on the. body of her 
classmate,' Paul Wallace, .",ho was being kicked to .. death by as gang , 
of five people outside their schoolbus. And.I met two other 
heroes in the fight against crime: Anne Ross, of Dayton, who 
began a movement in her neighborhood calle.d .the "Ravenwood 2000 
Program" that has worked with police to close eight crack houses; 
and Jim Johnson, from the "Driving Park" area on the East Side of 
Columbus, who has organized an adult and youth crime patrol,
working closely with the police. '. 

Over ·the past three decades, the number of violent crimes 
has increased by 300%. Over the past three years, nearly one
third of our citizens have been victims of crime .or had family 
members who were victims. 

Look at what is happening to us as a c,ountry. Senator Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan likes to say that we are "defining deviancy
down" -- that "We are getting used to a lot of behavior that is 
not good for us." He's right: we have come to accept the 
unacceptable and tol.erate the intolerable. 
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Yesterday was the 65th anniversary ofthit !siti~. Valentine's 
Day Massacre in chicago, which captured tiheell:t~re.l1ation's 
attention and is still recorded in our history books. Seven 
people were killed. I:p. 1929, we called seveilmurC!ers a massacre. 
In too many cities today, we call that a weekend.; 

Today, I want to talk about what crime and the breakdown of 
civilized society are doing to us -- and what we can do about it. 

want to layout a comprehensive strategy against crime and 
violence on every front: 

First, a Drug Strategy that will treat hardcore users and 
discourage new users. Second, a crime Bill that will put more 
police on the streets and more criminals in prison. Third, an 
all-out effort by every agency in our government against crime 
and drugs. Fourth, an economic empowerment strategy to restore 
work and opportunity in our toughest neighborhoods and poorest 
areas. And, fifth, a challenge to every Am~rican to work with you 
as partners against crime, and all of us put the values of work, 
family, and community back at the center of our lives. That's the 
only way we can meet the first obligation of a civilized society: 
to protect our people's safety in the streets, in the schools, 
and in their homes. 

I care a lot about this problem. I was the Attorney General 
of my state~ I served as Governor for a dozen years. I know what 
it's like to sign laws increasing penalties, to build more prison 
cells, to carry out the death penalty. I know this is a serious 
problem, not a simple one. 

Druq strategy 

We'll never control crime until we control drug abuse. Last 
week, Drug Policy Director Lee Brown and I announced our strategy 
to control drug abuse and drug trafficking. 

It focuses on the worst part of the problem: hardcore drug 
use. Although heavy users account for only 20% of all cocaine 
users, they consume about two-thirds of the available cocaine. 
And more than 50% of the people arrested for violent crime test 
positive for drugs. 

We must demand that hardcore users get off the streets and 
into treatment. We'll help them get·the·treatment they need. But, 
if hardcore users don't get the message, we'll use courts and 
jails and prisons to make ~ure they do. Our ~udget -- along with 
our crime Bill -- will help us get at least another 140,000 
hardcore drug user~ into treatment. 

There's another message we need to send -- a message to our 
young people. We must tell them that drugs aren't cool. They're 
dangerous. And illegal. 
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And our strategy sends one more message: to the 
international cartels who sell their drugs to our kids. Our 
message is: we're not waiting for you at our borders any more. 
And we're not going to spend all our time chasing you on the high 
seas. We're coming after you in your home countries. And there's 
nowhere you can run, nowhere you can hide, as long as you keep on 
dealing death to young Americans. 

crime Bill 

Our drug strategy is reinforced by our Crime Bill. Last 
summer, I stood with police officers and Congressional.leaders,
including the chairs of the judiciary committees in the Senate 
and House, Joe Biden and Jack Brooks. We proposed a comprehensive 
plan to put more police on the streets, put more criminals behind 
bars, and do more than ever before to prevent crime. ...,'c~ ~ 

Just before Thanksgiving, Congress passed -- an~I signed 
- the Brady Law, requiring a five-day waiting periodAbefore 
anyone can purchase a handgun, so we can make sure they don't 
have a criminal record. 

Meanwhile, Joe Biden introduced our anti-crime program and, 
with his colleagues, pushed it through the Senate. I'm pleased 
that many amendments that I strongly support were also adopted, 
including a ban on assault weapons and our plan to cut 100,000 
bureaucrats and put 100,000 new police on the streets. And, in 
the House, important parts of our program have already been 
passed: Boot camps for youthful offenders. A response to violence 
against women. And more. 

The American people have waited for a crime bill long
enough. It is time for Congress to finish the job. The Crime Bill 
needs to be passed, and on my desk, as quickly as possible. If 
the Congress will move quickly, so will we. If they pass the bill 
soon, we will respond by cutting through the red tape and· 
bureaucracy in Washington, so that, within one year, 20,000 new 
police officers are hired and starting the training they need to 
make our streets safer. 

I want to sign a tough, smart, effecti ~~e. ill. But I 
oppose gimmicks that are motivated by p iti~l postur1 , not 
public safety. For instance, we don't need to-fed:eraze 
thousands more crimes, and dump tens of thousands mor on 
the already overb~rdened federal co~rts. Governors fro 
parties oppose that gimmiCk, and so do I. 

~~~crime bill must no longer be held hostage b -- litical 
~~stur-ih~. It is right for the American people to demand action 

against crime. But it is wrong for politicians to exploit concern 
about crime to gain partisan advantage, to divide Amer1ca along 
the lines of race, or to delay what must be done by offering 
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gimmicks and gambits. Now is the time for partnership, not 

partisanship; to get tough, get smart, and get results. 


A tough, smart Crime Bill should include seven essential 

elements -- more police patrolling the streets· ougher sentences 

for violent offenders; the death penalty for. e most heinous 

crimes; a ban on as.sault weapons; a bold ew response to 

violence against women; drug-free, gun- ee schools; and an all 

out effort to prevent impressionable oung people from turning to 

lives of drugs, despair, and disord 


First, we need a stronqer police presence, not only to catch 
criminals but to prevent crime. The Senate has approved -- and 
the House should approve -- our plan to put 100,000 more police 
oncrOO,Ooo more street co~. with our Violent Crime Trust 
Fund, the~e 100~000 new po. will be funde~~new taxes 
but by e11minat1ng 100,000 fede~Dureaucrat~' ob ~ ,::... ~ 

This will help more police departments forge partnerships 

with their communities to stop crime before it happens. We know 

what works: police who walk the streets, know the people, win the 

respect of the neighborhood kids, focus on high crime areas, and 

work with parents and neighbors and business people. 


In my State of the Union Address, I singled out a brave 

police officer named Kevin Jett, whose beat is eight square 

blocks in one of the toughest neighborhoods in New York City. I 

read about him in the paper. And I asked him to come to 

Washington to stand and be recognized for what he does -- and 

what you do -- to restore sanity and safet~ t9 our communities. 


'1a-C va IlN. S 

Every city in America is coming to the same conclusion: more 

police on the street --done right -- equals less crime. The 

Justice Department received applications fro~9me 3,000 

communities across the country. And we have ~awarded community 

policing grants to more than 100 cities and towns nationwide, 

including Cleveland, Mansfielq, Newark, and Xenia, here in Ohio. 

And, when Congress passes the Crime Bill, we'll be able to help 

m~communities~rotec~L~he~r people. 


/" /\\.aC¥O$S ~G.... 
second, we need the death penalty for the most heinous 

~o~ those wno~J.tnl-wh-i-l~-eommi-tting_a_se~a-.!._~~sa~, for 
rug k1ngp1ns who comm1t~ure-r, and for those who k1ll lawevT enforcement officers -- so ety has the right to impose the deathc;n penalty. 

~~ct --
srp. You put your lives on the l-ine for us every day. You deserve 

to know that we're not just sending you out there with a uniform, 
a badge, and a pistOl; we are standing by you. That is why the 
Crime Bill must send. a clear mesSage~YiOlent criminals: Those 
who murder a law enforcement officer il be put to death. 
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Third, decent people must be protected from the career 
criminals who commit most violent crimes. Right now, too many 
violent criminals are released too early, to commit more crimes. 
Those who commit repeated, violent crimes should be told: "When 
you commit a third violent crime, you will be put away, and put 
away for good. Three strikes, and you are out." 

We've got to do this right, by targeting serious, violent, 
repeat offenders, not somebody who gets into a barroom brawl. And 
let's be honest: most crimes aren't federal crimes -- they're 
state crimes. When I met with governors from around the country 
last month, I told them that I want every state to pass a three
strikes-and-out provision, so we can say it's the law of the 
land, but to do it right, so none of them run out of space and 
have to let bad guys out early. And we're committed to passing a 
crime bill that gives states the money they desperately need for 
more prisons and more room to keep career criminals off the 
street. 

Career criminals should go to prison and stay there. But 
first-time nonviolent offenders deserve a second chance to turn 
their lives around. That is why our Crime Bill gives states the 
money to build boot camps where people can get the discipline and 
training they need fora second chance to avoid a life of crime. 

Fourth, we need to ban assault weapons, so that criminals 
will not be better armed than police. 

The Senate Bill bans the manufaqture, transfer, and 
possession of deadly, military-style assault weapons, and large
capacity ammunition-feeding devices. These weapons have become 
the "weapons of choice" for drug traffickers, street gangs, and 
paramilitary extremist groups. We should ban them -- now -- to 
protect ~ 9ur people.

y..:v si:> 1""'; c.-.. p"""'~d"" 
Fifth, we need to make our schools gun-free, drug-free, and 

violence-free. 

The Senate Bill allocates $300 million over three years for 
local schools and communities. Up to one-third of that money can 
be used for metal detectors, school police, and other security 
measures. The rest of the funding will provide drug and alcohol 
education, counseling for youngsters who are victims of violence, 
and activities to help young people stay out of gangs. No parent 
should be asked to send their child to school in fear. It's time 
to take back our schools. 

Sixth, we need to make a special effort to prevent violence 
against women. 

For too long, .Washington has ignored the fact that women are 
especially vulnerable to violent crime. At long last, the Cri.m=::..::e::..--___ 

. \ __ .st .,fro\;;::;.
5 I, l~ ....,...:./ ~""""";'\:(\C..-,oJ ~I"J 



Bill addresses that problem. It increases the sentences for rape, 
requires rapists to pay damages to their victims, protects women 
against domestic violence, and creates training programs to help 
state and local judges learn more about violence against women. 

seventh, we need to prevent crime as well as punish it. 

The Senate Crime Bill has many good ideas that haven't 
gotten much attention, i,ncluding summer youth activities, sports 
and recreation programs in high-crime areas, and after-school 
programs that give young people something to do in~e tVQ 
neighborhood, besides join a gang. It includes an utstand~ 
program called Police Partnerships for Children, wh c~l bring
community groups and law enforcement agencies together to make it 
easier for officers like you to act as counselors and role models 
for young people who urgently need them. 

This bill needs to be pas§.ad, and on my desk, as quickly as 
possible. If the Congress will.move quickly, so will we: If they 
pass the bill soon, our administration will respond by cutting 
through the red tape and bureaucracy in Washington, so that, 
within one year, 20,000 new police officers are hired and 
starting the training they need to make our streets safer. -

I got a very moving letter after the State of the Union 
Address from Mark Klaas, Polly Kiaas' father, whom I met in 
December. He said he was glad that, after all the politics of the 
past decade, we are finally talking about the real problems of 
real people. He thanked me for endorsing three-strikes-and
you're-out legislation, which he's been fighting for in 
California. And he said s,omething else which is very important: 
"You chose the rightcou;:r;'se by targeting violent criminals." 
he's right about that. The American people won't be fooled any 
more by things that sound tough and do nothing. We need straight 
talk and real answers. 



All-out Adainistration Bffort Aqainst crille 

Beyond our Crime Bill and our Drug strategy, our 
Administration is making an all-out effort against crime, 
violence, and drug abuse. 

Our Violent Crime Initiative, launched last month by 
Attorney General Reno and U.S. Attorneys across the country, puts 
fighting violent crime at the top of the law enforcement agenda. 
Federal prosecutors and state and local law enforcement agencies 
are working hand-in-hand to make the attack effective. 

Just two weeks ago, Vice President Gore and Housing 
Secretary Cisneros launched our Safe Homes Initiative to rid 
public housing of crime, drugs, and guns. This program is being 
expanded nationwide, after successful experiments in housing 
projects in New York and Chicago cut violent crime by XX%. 

Treasury Secretary Bentsen and the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, and Firearms are tlghtening.up federal licensing for 
firearms dealers. You know, there are more gun dealers in this 
country than McDonald's [-- and, believe me, I've been to ~~of 
the McDonald's]. ~ "'1 f1~ a. for 

At the Education Department~ Secretary Riley is advancing a 
new Safe School~ initiative to get guns, knives, and other 
weapons out of the schools. Our children cannot learn, and our 
teachers cannot teach, when half of the students are armed, and 
a,ll of them are frightened. 

This summer, our national service program, Americorps, will 
launch a "Summer of Safety," with 3,000 volunteers working with 
police in communities across the country to organize community 
patrols, escort older people, and counsel young people to stay 
away from drugs and gangs. 

We are working with churches and community groups, educators 
and advertisers to take the glamour out of guns. If we can teach 
our teenagers not to drink and drive -- and drunk driving among 
teens has declined over the pa~t decade -- then we can teach them 
that there is a better way to solve their problems than with 
pistols or assault weapons. . 

I cannot promise that these efforts will bring results 
overnight. But I can promise that we will keep at it as long as 
it takes, as long as dedicated men and women like you devote 
yourselves to fighting crime, and as long as there are concerned 
citizens like the heroes I met this morning. 
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Bconomic Bapoweraent strategy 

Important as it is to take back our streets and our schools 
from crime and drugs and violence, we must do more. In too many 
of our toughest neighborhoods, our meanest streets, and our 
poorest rural areas, crime and violence fill a vacuum which was 
created by the collapse of community, work, and family, the heart 
and soul of civilized society. As I have often said, even as we 
say "no" to crime and drugs, we must give all our people, 
especially our young people, something to say "yes" to. 

Our national economic strategy is beginning to increase 
incomes and create jobs all across America. Here in Ohio, 
unemployment has declined from 7.0% to 6/1% in the past 12 
months. We've come along way, but we have a long way to go. 

Many of our initiatives, from job training to welfare reform 
to health care to higher standar,ds in our schools, will help to 
create new jobs and prepare our people to fill them. But there 
are people and communities who need more hope and more help. By 
expanding the Earned Income Tax Credit, we are rewarding fulltime 
work over lifetime welfare. And with our community empowerment 
agenda, we will challenge business to provide more investment 
through empowerment zones, ensure banks will make loans in their 
communities, and unleash the powe~ of private capital through
community development banks to create jobs where they're needed 
most. 

Personal Responsibility 

But there is only so much government can do. Fighting crime 
and drugs isn't only your job; it is every American's 
responsibility. It's not enough to be a "law-abiding citizen" any 
more. Each of us must be a "law-supporting" citizen, helping to 
hold our families together; to take aw.y our children's guns and 
give them books; to work with our law enforcement officers to 
take back our streets, take back our communities, and take back 
the night. We all must answer the call of the newly inaugurated 
Mayor of Detroit, Dennis Archer: "Stand with me when I tell the 
dope man to get off our streets. Leave our children alone. Get 
out of our way." 

Too many communities are caught in a vicious cycle of 
violence and despair, where, as Congressman John Lewis has 
explained, "It is not only poverty that has caused crime, [but]"
in a very.real sense, it is crime that has caused poverty." 
Instead of that vicious cycle, we must create a virtuous cycle, 
where people seize new opportunities in communities liberated 
from the street criminals and the drug dealers. We can do it if 
we reach deep inside ourselves to the values we learned in our 
homes and our houses of worship, the values of work and family 
and faith. That is what I mean when I say, "There is nothing 
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wrong with America that cannot be cured by what is right with 
America." 

Together, we can keep faith with the oath that each of you 
has taken and keep faith with our obligations to our children, to 
our future, and to the better angels of our nature. 



The President of the united states 

Ohio Peace Officers Training Council and Academy 


London, Ohio 

February 15, 1994 


Introduction/The Problem 

I've come here to speak to you today because your work as 
law enforcement officers is more important than ever before in 
our nation's history. Violent crime and the fear it provokes are 
tearing our country apart. 

Everywhere I go, this is what people talk about. Last week, 
in Shreveport, Louisiana, the front page of the newspaper had a 
letter from a school girl. She said: "If I could meet the 
President, I would ask him to make his top priority crime. Crime 
is so bad that I'm afraid to go outside. I really didn't pay 
attention to crime until someone shot and killed my friend, who 
was one of my church members. My concern is: I won't have anyone 
to marry because all the nice young men will have been killed, 
incarcerated, or in a gang. If I could give only one gift to 
America and the world, it would be no guns, no killing, just 
PEACE." 

I understand that, over the weekend, four people were shot 
and a little girl was killed at an apartment complex in Bucyrus 
(Bue-sigh-russ], not too far from here. And this morning, I met 
Precinct Sergeant John Meyers, of the Columbus Police Department. 
We discussed the tragedy of Officer Chris Klietz, who was killed 
in the line of duty. I met Sarah Johnson, of Cleveland, a heroic 
14-year-old, who threw herself on the body of her classmate, Paul 
Wallace, who was being kicked to death by a gang. And I met "t:w'p',
other heroes: Anne Ross, of Dayton, who began a movement canied:,: ,'i 

the "Ravenwood 2000 Program" that works with police to close , 
crack houses; and Jim Johnson, from the "Dri,ving Park" area on 
the East Side of Columbus, who organized a crime patrol. 

Over the past three decades, the number of violent crimes 
has increased by 300%. Over the past three years, nearly one
third of our citizens have been victims of crime or had family 
members who were victims. 

Look at what is happening to us as a country. Senator Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan likes to say that we are "defining deviancy 
down"! -- that "We are getting used to a lot of behavior that is 
not good for us." He's right: we have come to accept the 
unacceptable and tolerate the intolerable. 

Yesterday was the 65th anniversary of the st. Valentine's 
Day Massacre in Chicago, which captured the entire nation's 
attention and is still recorded in our history books. Seven 
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people were killed. In 1929, we called seven murders a massacre. 
In too many cities today, we call that a weekend. 

Today, I want to talk about what crime and the breakdown of 
civilized society are doing to us -- arid what we can do about it. 
I want to layout a comprehensive strategy against crime and 
violence on every front: 

First, a strategy against drug abuse. Second, a Crime Bill 
that will put more police on the streets and more criminals in 
prison. Third, a coordinated effort throughout our government 
against crime and drugs. Fouuth, an economic empowerment strategy 
to restore work and hope ~~our poorest communities. And, fifth, 
a challenge to every American to work with you as partners 
against crime and put the values of work, family, and community 
back at the center of our lives. 

I care a lot about this problem. I was the Attorney General 
of my state. I served as Governor for a dozen years. I know what 
it means to sign laws increasing penalties, to build more prison 
cells, to carry out the death penalty. I know this is a serious 
problem, not a simple one. 

I. Drug Strategy 

We'll never control crime until we control drug abuse. Last 
week, Drug policy Director Lee Brown and I announced our strategy 
to control drug abuse and drug trafficking. 

It focuses on the worst part of the problem: hardcore drug 
use. Although heavy users account for only 20% of all cocaine 
users, they consume about two-thirds of the available cocaine. 
And more than 50% of the people arrested for crime test positive 
for drugs. 

We must demand that hardcore users get off the streets and 
into treatment. We'll help them get the treatment they need. But, 
if hardcore users don't get the message, we'll use courts and 
jails and prisons to make sure they do. Our Budget -- along with 
our Crime Bill -- will help us get at least another 140,000 
hardcore drug users into treatment. 

There's another message we need to send -- a message to our 
young people. We must tell them that drugs aren't cool. They're 
dangerous. And illegal. 

And our strategy sends one more message: to the 
international cartels who sell their drugs to our kids. Our 
message is: we're not waiting for you at our borders any more. 
And we're not going to spend all our time chasing you on the high 
seas. We're 90ming after you in your home countries. And there's 
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nowhere you can run, nowhere you can hide, as long as you keep on 
dealing death to young Americans. 

II. Crime Bill 

Our drug strategy works with our Crime Bill. Last summer, 
stood with police officers and Congressional leaders, including 
the chairs of the judiciary committees in the Senate and House, 
Joe Biden and Jack Brooks. We proposed a comprehensive plan to 
put more police on the streets, put more criminals behind bars, 
and do more than ever before to prevent crime. 

Just before Thanksgiving, Congress passed -- and I signed 
- the Brady Law, requiring a five-day waiting period before 
anyone can purchase a handgun, so we can make sure they don't 
have a criminal record. 

Meanwhile, Joe Biden introduced our anti-crime program and, 
with his colleagues, pushed it through the Senate. I'm pleased 
that many amendments that I strongly support were also adopted, 
including a ban on assault weapons and our plan to cut 100,000 
bureaucrats and put 100,000 new police on the streets. And, in 
the House, important parts of our program have been passed: Boot 
camps for young offenders. A response to violence against women. 
And more. 

The American people have waited for a crime bill long 
enough. It is time for Congress to finish the job. The Crime Bill 
needs to be passed, and on my desk, as soon as possible. If the 
Congress will move quickly, so will we. If they pass the bill 
soon, we will respond by cutting through the red tape and 
bureaucracy in washington, so that, within one year, 20,000 new 
police officers are hired and starting the training they need to 
~ake our streets safer. 

I want to sign a tough, smart Crime Bill. But I oppose 
gimmicks that promote political posturing, not public safety. For 
instance, we don't need to federalize thousands more crimes, and 
dump more cases on the overburdened federal courts. Governors 
from both parties oppose that gimmick, and so do I. 

The crime bill must no longer be held hostage to politics. 
It is right for the American people to demand action against 
crime. But it is wrong for politicians to exploit concern about 
crime to gain partisan advantage, divide America along the lines 
of race, or delay what must be done by offering gimmicks and 
gambits. Now is the time for partnership, not partisanship; to 
get tough, get smart, and get results. And here's what I think we 
need for a tough, smart Crime Bill. 

First, we need a stronger police presence, not only to catch 
criminals but to prevent crime. The Senate has approved -- and 
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the House should approve -- our plan to put 100,000 more police 
on 100,000 more street corners. With our Violent Crime Trust 
Fund, these 100,000 new police will be fUQded not by new taxes 
but by eliminating 100,000 positions in the federal bureaucracy. 

This will help more police departments forge partnerships 
with their communities to stop crime before it happens. We know 
what works: police who walk the streets, know the people, win the 
respect of the neighborhood kids', focus on high crime areas, and 
work with parents and neighbors and business people. 

In my state of the Union Address, I singled out a brave 
police officer named Kevin Jett, whose beat is eight square 
blocks in one of the toughest neighborhoods in New York City. 
read about him in the paper. And I asked him to come to 
washington to stand and be recognized for what he does -- and 
what you do -- to restore sanity and safety to our communities. 

Every city in America is coming to the same conclusion: more 
police on the street -- done right -- equals less crime. The 
Justice Department received applications from some 3,000 
communities across ·the country. And we have awarded community 
policing grants to more than 100 cities and towns nationwide, 
including Cleveland, Mansfield, Newark, and Xenia, here in Ohio. 
And, when Congress passes the Crime Bill, we'll be able to help 
more communities protect their people. 

Second, we need the death penalty for the most heinous 
crimes. You put your lives on the line for us every day. You 
deserve to know that we are standing by you. That is why the 
Crime Bill must. send a clear message to violent criminals: Those 
who murder a law enforcement officer should be put to death. 

Third, decent people must be protected from the career 
criminals who commit most violent crimes. Too many violent 
criminals are released too early, to commit more crimes. Those 
who commit repeated, violent crimes should be told: "When you 
commit a third violent crime, you will be put away, and put away 
for good. Three strikes, and you are out." 

We've got to do this right, by targeting serious, violent, 
repeat offenders, not ~omebody who gets into a barroom brawl. And 
let's be honest: most crimes aren't federal crimes -- they're 
state crimes. When I met with governors from around the country 
last month, I told them that I want every state to pass a three
strikes-and-out provision, so we can say it's the law of the 
land, but to do it right, so none of them run out of space and 
have to let bad guys out early. We're committed to passing a 
crime bill that helps states build more prisons and keep career 
criminals off the street. 
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But first-time nonviolent offenders deserve a second chance 
to turn their lives around. That is why our Crime Bill gives 
states the money to build boot camps where people can get the 
discipline and training they need for a second chance to avoid a 
life of crime. 

Fourth, we need to ban assault weapons, so that criminals 
will not be better armed than police. 

The Senate Bill bans- the manufacture, transfer, and 
possession of deadly, military-style assault weapons, and large
capacity ammunition-feeding devices. These weapons have become 
the "weapons of choice" for drug traffickers, street gangs, and 
paramilitary extremist groups. We should ban them -- now -- to 
protect our police and our people. 

Fifth, we need to make our schools gun-free, drug-free, and 
violence-free. 

The Senate Bill allocates $300 million over three years for 
local schools and communities. Up to one-third of that money can 
be used for metal detectors, school police, and other security 
measures. The rest of the funding will provide drug and alcohol 
education, counseling for youngsters who are victims of violence, 
and activities to help young people stay out of gangs. No parent 
should be asked to send their child to school in fear. It's time 
to take back our schools. 

Sixth, we need to make a special effort to prevent violence 
against women. 

For too long, washington has ignored the fact that women are 
especially vulnerable to violent crime. At long last, the Crime 
Bill addresses that problem. It increases the sentences for rape, 
requires rapists to pay damages to their victims, protects women 
against domestic violence, and creates training programs to help 
state and local judges learn more about violence against women. 

Seventh, we need to prevent crime as well as punish it. 

The Senate Crime Bill has many good ideas that haven't 
gotten much attention, including summer youth activities, sports 
and recreation programs in high-crime areas, and after-school 
programs that give young people something to do in the 
neighborhood, besides join a gang. It includes an outstanding 
program called Police Partnerships for Children, which will bring 
community groups and law enforcement agencies together to make it 
easier for officers like you to act as counselors and role models 
for young people who urgently need them. 

III. All-out Administration Effort Against Crime 
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Beyond our Crime Bill and our Drug strategy, our 
Administration is making an all-out effort against crime, 
violence, and drug abuse. 

Our Violent Crime Initiative, launched last month by 
Attorney General Reno and u.s. Attorneys across the country, puts 
fighting violent crime at the top of the law enforcement agenda. 

Just two weeks ago, Vice President Gore and Housing 
Secretary Cisneros launched our Safe Homes Initiative to rid 
public housing of crime, drugs, and guns. 

Treasury Secretary Bentsen and the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, and Firearms are tightening up federal licensing for 
firearms dealers. YouJknow, there are more gun dealers in this 
country than McDonald's [-- and, believe me, I've been to most of 
the McDonald's]. . 

At the Education Department, Secretary Riley is advancing a 
new Safe Schools initiative to get guns, knives, and other 

. weapons out of the schools. 

I 
This summer, our national service program, Americorps, will 

I 
• I launch a "Summer of Safety," with 3,000 volunteers working with 

police in communities across the country to organize community 
patrols, escort older people, and help young people stay away 
from drugs and gangs. 

I cannot promise that these efforts will bring results 
overnight. But I can promise that we will keep at it as long as 
it takes, as long as dedicated men and women like you devote 
yourselves to fighting crime, and as long as there are concerned 
citizens like the heroes I met this morning. 

IV. Economic Empowerment Strategy 

Important as it is to take back our streets and our schools 
from crime and drugs and violence, we must do more. In too many 
of our toughest neighborhoods, our meanest streets, and our 
poorest rural areas, crime and violence fill a vacuum which was 
created by the collapse of community, work, and family, the heart 
and soul of civilized society. As I have often said, even as we 
say "no" to crime and drugs, we must give all our people, 
especially our young people, something to say "yes" to. 

Our national economic strategy is beginning to increase 
incomes and create jobs all across America. Here in Ohio, 
unemployment has declined from 7.0% 
months. We've come a long way, but 

Many of our initiatives, from 
to health care to higher standards 

to 6.1% in the past 12 
we have a long way to go. 

job training to welfare ·reform 
in our schools, will help to 
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create new jobs. and prepare our people to fill them. But there 
are people and communities who need more hope and more help. By 
expanding the Earned Income Tax Credit, we are rewarding fulltime 
work over lifetime welfare. And our community empowerment agenda, 
will challenge business to provide more investment through 
empowerment zones, ensure banks will make loans in their 
communities, and unleash private capital through community 
development banks to create jobs where they're needed most. 

v. Personal Responsibility 

But there is only so much government can do. Fighting crime 
and drugs isn't only your job; it is every American's 
responsibility. It's not enough to be a 111aw-abiding citizenll any 
more. Each of us must be a 111aw-supporting" citizen, helping to 
hold our families together; teach our children the difference 
between right and wrong; and work with the police to take back 
our streets, take back our communities, and take back the night. 

It isn't fair to send you out into the streets to defend us 
when parents don't care what their children are doing, when 
schools don't set standards for their students, when young people 
grow up thinking it's OK to kill a cop or waste their own God
given potential. You can't protect a society that will not save 
itself. 

We don't have to settle for less than our country has always 
strived to be. We don't have to stand by and accept as inevitable 
that there are three times as many murders today as in 1960, 
three times as many violent crimes per police officer, three 
times as many births outside of marriage. We don't have to accept 
the fact that every other day another police officer dies in the 
line of duty, and every other day the equivalent of a classroom 
full of children is, murdered.· We are the most powerful nation on 
earth; no will is stronger than a united American people. 
Together, we must say: This is wrong. We can do better. 

Our country will never be all that we can be as long as so 
many communities are caught in a vicious cycle of violence and 
despair. As Congressman John Lewis has explained, "It is not only 
poverty that has caused crime, [but], in a very real sense, it is 
crime that has caused poverty." Instead of that vicious cycle, we 
must create a virtuous cycle, where people seize new 
opportunities in communities liberated from the street criminals 
and the drug dealers. We can do it if we reach deep inside 
ourselves to the values we learned in our homes and our houses of 
worship, the values of work and family and faith. That is what I 
mean when I say, "There is nothing wrong with America that cannot 
be cured by what is right with America. II 

Together, we can keep faith with what is right with America. 
Together, we can do better. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 12, 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID KUSNET 

FROM: RON KLAIN:r»L 

SUBJECT: TUESDAY CRIME SPEECH 

Here are some points for the Tuesday c'rime speech in 
Columbus, Ohio: 

Deadline 

Pat Griffin very strongly believes that we should drop the 
deadline (i.e., by Easter), and instead, say that we want the 
Crime Bill as soon as possible•. 

So, instead of saying, "If you pass it by Easter, you will 
have 25,000 cops within a year," let's say: "This bill needs to 
be passed, and on my desk, as quickly as possible. And if the 
Congress will move with haste, so will we: if Congress passes 
this bill soon, my administration will respond by cutting through 
the red tape and bureaucracy in Washington so that, within one 
year, 20,000 new police officers are hired and starting the 
training they need to get out and make our streets safer." 

Administration Initiatives 

Here is what I would propose that the President say 
regarding these points: 

"Third, beyond our drug strategy and anti-crime legislation, 
our administration has been, and will continue to, launch new 
initiatives to fight violence, crime, and drug abuse in this 
country. The full power of the Executive Branch and all our 
government agencies are behind this effort. 

Our Violent Crime Initiative, launched last month by'the 
Attorney General and U.s. Attornies all accross this country, 
will focus federal law enforcement efforts on attacking violent 
crime -- and on working with state and local police and 
prosecutors to use our resources most effectively. 



Just two weeks ago, Secretary Cisneros and others launched 
our Safe Homes Initiative -- to rid public housing of crime, 
drugs, and guns. This program of unprecedented cooperation
between federal agencies is now being expanded nationwide., after 
successful expirements in New .York and Chicago which saw violent 
crime fall by XX% in the area in and around targetted housing 
projects. 

Secretary Bentsen and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms have launched a new program to'tighten up federal 
licensed firearms dealers -- traders who can get licenses to 
transit and sell guns more easily and cheaper than drivers' 
licenses in some states -- to help slow the black-market trade in 
guns. 

At the Education Department, Secretary Riley is advancing a 
new Safe Schools Initiative, to get guns, knives, and other 
weapons out of our schools. Our children,cannot learn, and our 
teachers cannot teach, when half of the students are armed, and 
all of them are in fear. 

All this we already have, or are now getting, underway. And 
there is much more to come. This summer, our National Service 
program will launch a "Summer of Safety:" 00,000 of volunteers 
allover this country working to reduce crime and violence in our 
urban areas and rural towns. 

We will launch a new Anti-Gang Initiative, an attack on 
youth violence, and more. And we will work with the private 
sector to develop violence prevention programs: if we can teach 
our teenagers not to drink and drive -- and teen drunk driving is 
down XX% over the past decade -- than we can teach them that 
there is a better way to solve their disputes than with a pistol 
or an assualt gun. 

I cannot promise that these efforts will bring results 
! 	 overnight. But I can promise that we will stick with them as 

long as I am President, as long as dedicated men and women like 
you devote themselves to fighting crime in our society -- long 
after the current concern about crime abates, the TV cameras move 
on, and the media focus shifts to something else." 

Republican Praise 

If we are going to praise Republicans on the crime issue, a 
good way to do it is to praise Ronald Reagan for supporting and 
helping to win passage of the Brady Bill. 

cc:Gergen, Reed, Emanuel 
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February 14, 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID KUSNET 

FROM: BRUCE REED 

SUBJECT: Edits to 10amDraft of Crime Speech 

, Your draft is a good start on short notice. Here are some suggestions on how to frame 
the speech, and how to increase passion' and shrink policy. 

p. 1: We need a signpost paragraph after the first graph that says why he's there and 
what this speech is about. The second and third paragraphs are too grim for the front of the 
speech. Move them to later on. 

"I've come here to speak to you today because in many ways, the job you do is more 
important right now to the everyday lives of most Americans than anything we do back in 
Washington. Violent crime and the fear it provokes are tearing our country apart. 
Everywhere I 'go; this is all people talk about. Girl in Shreveport last week wrote me this 
amazing letter etc. At the airport here this morning etc. Letter from Parma, Ohio, etc. 

"Over the past three decades, violent crimes up 300%. Over the past three years, 
nearly one third of our citizens victims. etc. 

"Look at what's happening to us as a country. Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan likes 
to say that we have 'defined deviancy down.' He's right: we have come to accept the 
unacceptable and tolerate the intolerable. 

"Yesterday was the 65th anniversary of the St. Valentines Day Massacre, in 
Chicago, which captured the wbole nation's attention and was etcbed in our history 
books wben seven people were slain. In 1929, we called seven murders a massacre. In 
most cities today, we call tbat a weekend. It 

"Today, I want to talk about what crime and the breakdown of civilized society are 
doing to us, how we got to this point and what we can do about it. 

"I want to layout a comprehensive strategy against crime and violence on every front: 
[rest of your last paragraph on page 1] 

"Government can't do it all -- and neither can you. We will never restore civilized 
life in this country unless neighbors work with you as partners against crime, and unless all 
of us put the basic values of work, family, responsibility, and community back at the center 



I 

I ~ " I 

Withdrawal/Redaction Marker 
Clinton Library 

DOCUMENT NO. SUBJECTfTITLE DATE RESTRICTION 
Ar,mT¥PE 

Op1. memo David Kusnet to Reed re: Edits to lOam Draft of Crime Speech P61b(6) 
(partial) (l page) 

I 
iThis marker identifies the original location of the withdrawn item listed above. 

For a complete list of items withdrawn from this folder, see the, 
WithdrawaJlRedaction Sheet at the front of the folder. 

I 

I 
i 

COLLECTION:'Clinton Presidential records 
Domestic Policy Council l

IBruce Reed (Crime) 

jONBox Number: 8413' 


F(I)LDER TITLE: , 
!POTUS Speeches-London, Ohio (2/15/94) 

rsl3 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Pr~idential Records Act· [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] 

PI 'National Security Classified Information [(a)(l) of the PRA] 
P2 :Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA] 
P3 'Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA] 
P4 'Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA] 
PS 'Release would disclose confidential advise between the President 

knd his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA] 
P6 'Release' ~ould constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

~ersonal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA] 

'c. Closed in, accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 'l

PRM. Personal record misfile dermed in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
I 2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

I ,. 

Freedom of Information Act· [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

bel) National security classified information [(b)(l) of the FOIA] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

i 



of our lives. 

"The truth is, we can keep this economy growing and creating jobs, we can bring 
health care costs under control and make sure everybody has health care that can never be 
taken away, we can reform the schools with higher standards and help students make the 
transition from school to work -- we can do all this, and it won't solve our problems if we 
don't give the American people back the right to feel safe." 

.p. 2: Rewrite the Brady bill paragraph to make it a strong applause line. 

The "finish t1).e job" paragraph should end with an,applause line, something like: "The 
American people have waited for a crime bill long enough. It is time for€ongress to finish 
the job." 

Somewhere in the speech before you get to what's in the crime bill, you need to add 
the graph from the State of the Union about: 

"I care a lot about this issue. Many years ago, when I started out in public life, I was 
the attorney general of my state. I served as governor for a dozen years. I know what it's 
like to sign laws increase penalties, to build more prison cells, to carry out the death penalty. 
I understand this issue. And it is not a simple thing." 

p. 2, Police section: He's tal)cing to cops -- he should talk to them about how important they 
are and how important community policing is. Here is tqe time to pander. 

I would make the death penalty paragraph #2, not #3, and tum it into an applause line 
ahOlii the 'death penalty for cop-killers: '. . ': ,

"You put your lives on the line for us every day. Sometimes you probably think you'd 
be safer if your country sent you off to war. You deserve to know that we're not just putting 
you out there; we'll stand by you. That is why the crime bill must send a clear message to 
violent criminals: Those who murder a law enforcement officer will be put to death." 

Do mention Kevin Jett: "In my State of the Union Address, I singled out a brave 
young officer named Kevin Jett, whose beat is 8 square blocks in one of the toughest 
neighborhoods in New York City. I read about·himin the paper, and I said to myself, I want 
to meet that guy. I asked ,him to come to Washington to stand and be recognized for what he 
does and you will be doing to restore sanity and safety and a sense of values to the people 
whose lives you protect." 

Mention that we've made a downpayment on the 100,000 cops: "Every city in 
America'is coming to the same conclusion: more police on the street -- done right -
equals less crime. The Justice Department received applications from some 3,000 
communities across the country; we have now awarded community policing grants to more 
than 100 cities and towns nationwide -- including Cleveland, _, _, and _ here in 
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Ohio. That's another reason we've got to pass the crime bill. Those 3,000 communities that 
applied need police just as much as the 100 who are getting grants. We can't afford to pick 
winners and losers -- we need 100,000 police in the crime bill so we can help every 
community be safe." 

The violent crime section should focus on keeping criminals off the street, not prison 
overcrowding. Take out the sentence "we need tougher sentences and more cells". Delete the 
prison overcrowding paragraph, and substitute this in its place, immediately after the 3 strikes 
graph: "We've got to do this right, by targeting serious violent repeat offenders, not. 
somebody who gets into a barroom brawl. And let's be hO,nest: most crimes aren't federal _ 
crimes -- they're state crimes. When I met with governors from around the country last 
month, I told them that I want every state to pass a three-strikes-and-out provision so we 
can say it's the law of the land, but to do it right so none of them run out of space and have 
to let bad guys out early. And we're committed to passing a crime bill that gives states the 
money they desperately need for more boot camps, more prisons, and more room to keep 
career criminals off the street." 

p. 3, Assault Weapons: this section should be directed at the cops -- they know it's nuts that 
kids are better armed than they are, and they will applaud a ban. 

p. 4: The drug point belongs in the drug section upfront. 

You need to add a new 7th and final point on crime prevention: "Finally, we need to 
give our youth something to say yes to. The Senate crime bill has a number of good, sound 
provisions that haven't gotten much attention, including summer youth programs, sports and 
recreation programs for kids in high-crime areas, and after-school programs that give young 
people something else to do in the neighborhood besides join a gang. It includes a very good 
program called Police Partnerships for Children, which will bring community groups and law 
enforcement agencies together to make it easier for officers like you to act as counselors and 
role models as well as cops." 

p. 5, politics: This point should go at the front of the crime bill section. You might make 
. the point that: 	 "I got a very moving letter after the State of the Union Address from Marc 

Klaas, Polly Klaas's father, who I met in December. He said he was glad that after all the 
politics of the last decade, we're finally talking about the real problems of real people, and he 
thanked me for endorsing three-strikes-and-you're-out legislation, which he and I had' talked 
about, and which he has been fighting so hard for in California. He said' something else 
which is very important. 'You chose the right course by targeting violent criminals,' he told 
me. 'The American people want protection not rhetoric.' He's right about that. The American 
people won't be fooled anymore by things that sound tough and do nothing. We need. straight 
talk and real answers. 

p. 6 and beyond: I agree with Rahm and Ron that he needs to close by getting angry. Rahm 
rattled off two very important points: 

First, "It isn't fair and it isn't right to send you out into the streets to defend us when 
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parents don't teach their kids right from wrong, when schools and teachers don't set standards 
for their students, when young people grow up thinking it's OK to pop a cop because nobody 
ever stood up to them and told them any different. You can't protect a society that will not 
save itself." . 

Second, "We don't have to take this anymore. We don't have to stand by and accept 
as inevitable that there are four times as many. murders today as in 1960, four times as many 
violent crimes per police officer, four times as many births outside marriage. We don't have 
to accept the fact that every other day another police officer dies in the line of duty, and 
every other day the equivalent of a classroom full of children are murdered. We are the most 
powerful nation on earth; no will is stronger than that of the American people. But together 
we must say, this is wrong, andwe've had enough. 



2/14/94, 10 am 

To: List 
From: David Kusnet 
Re: Draft for crime speech 

Here is my draft for the crime speech for the President 
tomorrow at the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council and Academy. 

Please let me know what changes or additions are needed. 
This draft would take about 20 minutes. I strongly suggest 
that the prepared text should not be any longer and that, 
particularly if we need to release lots more information, we 
should prepare fact sheets for distribution tomorrow. 

David Dreyer
Rahm Emanuel· 
Mark Gearan 
David Gergen 
Pat Griffin 
Alexis Herman 
Ron Klain--/ 
Bruce Reed/JOSe Cerda/Liz Bernstein 
Ricki Seidman 
George Stephanopoulos 
Todd Stern 

l 
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Christine Varney/Steve Silverman 
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The President of the united states 

Ohio Peace Officer Training' Council and Academy


London, Ohio 

Pebruary 15, 1994 


Introduction .. . :t:.~. f-( CJW~ 

I am proud to be here at the Oh~ Peace Officer Training 
Council and Academy. As S91leeRe wAe/started in public life as 
Attorney General of my state. I honor the courage and commitment 
of law enforcement officers who put their lives on the line for 
their fellow citizens every day and every night. 

Too many have paid the ultimate price. Last week, our Drug 
Policy Coordinator, Dr. Lee Brown, attended the funeral of the 
police chief of Paxton, Massachusetts, who was killed by gunfire 
while pursuing suspected burglars. Last year, I attended a 
candlelight vigil at the memorial for more than 13,000 law 
enforcement officers who have been killed in the line of duty. 1tt-..,.<"..1.c.ff 

Every law enforcement officer must take a solemn oath to 
uphold the law and defend your fellow citizens. I often think ~(~
that oath is an act of faith that your fellow citizens will 
support you in your work and strive to be a civilized community. 
If we as a people don't live within the law and teach our 

children the difference between right and wrong, then it is _ .~ 


futile for us -- and unfa1.· r to you -- to send you into the \ '-'~ ""'-J.:.K ..
streets to protect us from ourselves. . ~..Y~~ "it ~ 


. <,L""~ 
More than ever before, we are challenged to meet the most' P~L~ 

basic obligation of any civilization: to protect the safety of V~{~tJ 
our citizens. Over the past three decades, the number of violent r" f .. jl 
crimes has increased by 300%. Over the past three years, nearly ~t:1n] 
one-third o~ our citizens have been victims of crime or had I~~~~ 
family members who were victims. I recently receiveg a letter ~~ . 
from a woman who told me: "I send this urgent message to you 
personally, in hopes that my voice shall be heard ••• I am deeply ~~~~ 
concerned and feel very troubled by the nation's recent rise of Y~~ 
.violent crimes. My family alone has been directly affected by 14 
violent crimes within the past three years. Please note that wv.-r 1 ~ 
do live in a suburb. Parma, Ohio, to be exact." l~~ 

L,'lh.. _.... ;r. .I 
Today I want to tell you about our comprehensive strate (:. 5h v'sI against crime and violence:' A Crime Bill that will put more ~~s~~ 

police on the streets and more criminals in prison. A Drug· "'1... () (s 
strategy that will treat hardcore users and discourage new users -rr .." ~ 
A coordinated effort by every agency in our government to make ~~ 
our homes, ou~ schools, and Qur streets safe from guns and drugs. -1!~ 
And an econom1C empowerment strategy to restore work and. ~~ 
opportunity in our toughest neighborhoods and poores~ areas.,~ ~ 

" . . \~~::a~ 
\..J(. w::w-- c..o\~v;...., I . . 
~.\J'W-~ .1 

'W""Jr"...t...;J •.t t. "ol/f ,,15· 
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But for all that government can do, everyone of our people 
must do their part: to join together in a new American community 
that honors work, strengthens families, and demands 
responsibility from ourselves and our children. 

Crime Bill/Druq strategy 

Responsibility begins at the top -- and our nation's leaders 
must lead the fight against crime and violence. 

Last summer, I stood with law enforcement officers and 
Congressional leaders, including the chairs of the judiciary 
committees in the Senate and House, Joe Biden and Jack Brooks. We 
proposed a comprehensive plan to put more police on the streets, 
put more criminals behind bars, and do more than ever before to 
prevent crime. 

Just before Thanksgiving, Congress passed -- and I 'signed 
- the Brady Law, requiring a five-day waiting period before ~ A1~ , 
anyone can purchase a handgun, so there can be a check for ~ ~'I 
someone's age, mental health history, and criminal record. 

Meanwhile, Joe Biden introduced our anti-crime program and, 
with his colleagues, pushed it through the Senate. I'm pleased 
that many amendments that I strongly support were also adopted, 
including a ban on assault weapons and our plan to cut 100,000 
bureaucrats and put 100,000 new police on the streets. And, in 
the House, important parts of our anti-crime program have already
been passed: Boot camps for youthful offenders. A response to 
violence against women. And more. 

Now, it is time to finish the job. It is time for both~~N~' 
Houses of Congress to send me the strongest possible crime bill, n 
as quickly as possible. That bill should include seven essential 
elements -- more police patrolling the streets; tougher sentences 
for violent offenders; the death penalty for the most heinous 
crimes; more treatment for drug abusers; a ban on assault 
weapons; drug-free, gun-free schools; and a bold new response to 
violence against women. 

. pirst, we need a stronqer police presence, not only to catch 
criminals but to prevent crime. 

The Senate has approved -- and the House should approve -
our plan to put 100,000 more police on 100,000 more street 
corners. with our Violent Crime Trust Fund, these 100,000 new 
police will be funded not by new taxes but by eliminating 100,000 
federal bureaucrats' jobs. 

This will provide a larger, more visible police presence on 
the street, deterring crime and giving law-abiding citizens a new 

. I sense of security. And this will help more police departments, 
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forge partnerships with their communities to stop crime before it 
happens. We know what.works: police who walk the streets, know 
the people, win the respect of the neighborhood kids, focus on 
high crime areas, and work with parents and neighbors and" 
business people. 

In Houston, community policing cut the crime rate by 17 
percent in one year. In Kansas City, Missouri, Police Chief 
stephen Bishop says homicides in housing projects were cut by 50% 
by putting police on foot patrols. In New Haven, a year after 
police chief Nicholas Pastore introduced community policing,
reported crime for the first six months of 1992 fell by 10.3% 
from the first half of 1991. 

Second, we need to protect society from the career criminals 
who commit most violent crimes. 

Right now, too many violent criminals are released too 
early, often to commit more crimes. We need tougher sentences 
and more cells in our prisons. Those who commit repeated, violent 
crimes should be told: "When you commit a third violent crime, 
you will be put away, and put away for good. Three strikes, and 
you are out." 

That means we need more prison space for violent crlminals. 
Right now, 32 states, including Ohio (1), are under court order 
to relieve prison overcrowding. And court orders are releasing 
prisoners, often regardless of whether they pose a continuing 
threat to society. 

with federal grants to the states, we can build more 
prisons. And, with a "Truth in Sentencing" requirement, we can 
make sure that serious violent offenders do the time they are 
sentenced to serve. . 

Third, we need the death penalty for the most heinous 
crimes. 

For those who kill while committing a sexual assault, for 
drug kingpins who commit murder, and for those who kill law 
enforcement officers society has the right to impose the death 
penalty• 

• ourth, we need to ban assault weapons, so that criminals 
will not better armed than police. 

The Senate Bill bans the manufacture, transfer, and 
possession of deadly, military-style assault weapons, and large
capacity ammunition-feeding devices. These weapons have become 
the "weapons of choice" for drug traffickers, street gangs, and 
paramilitary extremist groups. We should ban them -- now -- to 
protect our police and our people. 
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~ifth, we need to address the problea of drug abuse which 

cause. cria. and ruins lives. 


Recent studies indicate that drug abuse is on the rise again 
among our young people. And 'drug abuse is a factor in XX% of 
violent crimes. . 

The crime bills contain more money for drug treatment for 
criminal addicts and boot camps for youthful offenders that 
include incentives to get off drugs and stay off drugs. Boot 
camps offer young people the discipline, education, and training 
they need for a second chance to avoid a life of crime. Yes, 
these offenders deserve punishment. But it doesn't have to be in 
a prison that costs $20,000 per inmate, per year, and puts 
troubled young people together with hardened criminals. 

Last week, we announced an anti-drug strategy that ~ncludes 
more treatment for hardcore users, more'education to help young 
people stay free of drugs, more law enforcement to stop domestic 
drug traffic, and a stronger effort to destroy international drug
trafficking organizations in their own countries. And our budget
contains a large increase in funding for drug treatment and drug 
education. 

Sixth, we need to make our schools gun-free, drug-free, and 
violence-free. 

The' Senate Bill allocates $300 million over three years.for 
local schools and communities. Up to one-third of that money can 
be used for metal detectors, school police, and other security 
measures. The rest of the funding will provide drug and alcohol 
education, counseling programs for youngsters who are victims of 

. violence, and programs to help young people stay out of gangs. 
We need to make sure parents can send their children to school 
with the confidence that they will study, not dodge bullets. 

Seventh, we need to make a special effort to prevent 

violence against women. 


For too long, Washington has ignored the fact that women are 
especially vulnerable to violent crime, from our streets to our 
homes. At long last, the Crime Bill addresses that problem. It 
increases the sentences for rape, requires rapists to pay damages 
to their victims, protects women against domestic violence, and 
creates training programs to help state and local judges learn 
more about violence against women. 

This bill needs to be passed, and on my desk, as quickly as 
.possible. If the Congress will move quickly, so will we: If they 
pass the bill soon, our administration will respond by cutting 
through the red tape and bureaucracy in Washington, sothat~ 
within one year, 20,000 new police officers are hired and 



starting the training they need to make our streets safer. 

It has 'taken Washington five years to pass a crime bill 
and that is five years too long. This crime bill must no longer
be held hostage by political posturing. If tbere is one thing 
upon which all Americans can agree, if there- is one issue that 
must not divide Democrats and Republicans, it is that we need to 
put more police on the streets, put more criminals in prison, and 
keep guns out of the hands of criminals and children.-It is right 
for the American people to demand action against crime. But it is 
wrong for politicians to exploit concern about crime to gain
partisan advantage, to divide America along the lines of race, or 
to divert attention from what must be done by offering false 
solutions and false promises. Now is the time for partnership, 
not partisanship. Now is the time to get tough, to get smart, and ~ 

to get results. -~1rI1L"'11c'(~ L 
Other Administration Initiatives _ ~(( h<..' ~~ 'f 

J-.;i-~-1 
Beyond our Crime Bill and our Drug strategy, our ~c;,.Ju~

Administration is making an all-out effort against crime, 
violence, and. drug abuse. 

Our Violent Crime Initiative, launched last month by 
Attorney General Reno and U.s. Attorneys across the country, will 
focus federal law enforcement efforts on attacking violent crime. 
And we are working with state and local prosecutors and police to 
use our resources most effectively. 

Just two weeks ago, Vice President Gore and Housing 
secretary Cisneros launched our Safe Homes Initiative to rid 
public housing of crime, drugs, and guns. This program is being 
expanded nationwide, after successful experiments in housing
projects in New York and Chicago cut violent crime by XX,. 

Treasury Secretary Bentsen and the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, and Firearms are tightening up federal licensing for 
firearms dealers. In some states, it's easier and cheaper to get 
a license to sell guns than to get a driver's license. 

At the Education Department, Secretary Riley is advancing a 
new Safe Schools in-itiative to get guns, knives, and other 
weapons out of the schools. Our children cannot learn, and our 
teachers cannot teach, when half of the students are armed, and 
all of them are frightened. 

This summer, our national service program, Americorps, will 
launch a "Summer of Safety," with X,XXX volunteers working with 
police -in communities across the country to organize community 
patrols, escort older people, and counsel young people to stay 
away from drugs and gangs. 
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We are working with churches and community groups, educators 
and advertisers to take the glamour out of guns. If we can teach 
our teenagers not to drink and drive -- and drunk driving among 
teens has declined over the past decade -- then we can teach them 
that there is a better way to solve their problems than with 
pistols or assault weapons. 

I cannot promise that these efforts will bring results 
overnight. But I can promise that we will keep at it as long as 
it takes, as long as dedicated men and women like you devote 
yourselves to fighting crime, and as long as there are concerned 
citizens like the members of the citizens patrol at [name of 
housing project] I met this morning. 

Important as it is to take back our streets and our schools 
from crime and drugs and violence, we must do more. In too many 
of our toughest neighborhoods, our meanest streets, and our 
poorest rural areas, crime and violence fill a vacuum which was 
created by the collapse of community, work, and family, the heart 
and soul of civilized society. As I have often said, even as we 

. say "no" to crime and drugs, we must give all our people, 
especially our young people, something to say "yes" to. 

Our national economic strategy is beginning to increase 
incomes, create new jobs, and offer new opportunities all across 
America. Here in Ohio, unemployment has declined from X% to X% in 
the past 12 months. We've come a long way, but we have a long way 
to go. 

Many of our initiatives, from job training to welfare reform 
to health care to higher standards in our schools, will help to 
create new jobs and prepare our people to fill them. But there 
are people and communities who need more hope and more help. That 
is what our community empowerment agenda will do, challenging 
business to provide more investment through empowerment zones, 
ensuring banks will make loans in their communities, unleashing 
the power of private capital through community development banks 
to create jobs where they're needed most. 

citizen Responsibility 

But there is only so much that government can do, and there 
is only so much that law enforcement officers can do. Fighting
crime and drugs isn't only your job; it is every American's 
responsibility. We need to hold our families together; to take 
away our children's guns and give them books; to work with our 
law enforcement officers to take back our streets, take back our 
communities, and take back the night. We all must answer the call 
of the newly inaugurated Mayor of Detroit, Dennis Archer: "Stand 
with me when I tell the dope man to get off our streets. Leave 
our children alone. Get out of our way." 

, 



For too long, the debate about crime has been frozen in 
false choices -- between punishment and prevention; arresting
offenders and treating drug abusers; attacking the violence in 
our streets and addressing the hopelessness in our communities. 
We must fight crime on every front, because we cannot restore 
civilized life in our communities until our streets are safe, our 
people are free from drugs, and work and family have prevailed 
over drugs and violence. 

Too many communities are caught in a V1C10US cycle of 
violence and despair, where, as Congressman John Lewis has 
explained, "It is not only poverty that has caused crime, <but>, 
in a very real sense, it is crime that has caused poverty." 
Instead of that vicious cycle, we must create a virtuous cycle, 
where people seize new opportunities in communities liberated 
from the street criminals and the drug dealers. We can do it if 
we reach deep inside themselves to the values we learned in our 
homes and our houses of worship, the values of work and family
and faith. That is what I mean when I say, "There is nothing 
wrong with America that cannot be cured by what is right with 
America." ' 

Together, we can keep faith with the oath that each of you 
has taken and keep faith with our obligations to our children, to 
our future, and to the better angels of our nature. 

I , 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 14, 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR 	 PAT-GRIFFIN, PAVID GERGEN, GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS, 
MARK GEARAN,VBRUCE REED 

FROM: 	 RON KLAIN 

SUBJECT: 	 CRIME SPEECH 

Attached are proposed talking points and Qs-and-As for 
persons commenting on tomorrow's speech by the President. Please 
let me know ASAP if you have any comments, or if you would add 
anything to them. 
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TALKING POINTS; PRESIDENT'S, CRIME SPEECH 

On Tuesday, the President will outline a five-part plan to attack violence and crime in our 
country. The key elements are: 

(1) 	 ,Adopt a New Drug Control Strategy 

• 	 Last week, the President unveiled a new, $13 billion plan to control drug 
abuse and trafficking. 

• 	 It features a new emphasis on getting hard-core addicts -- who cause most of 
the drug-related crime -- off the streets, and expanding treatment and 
prevention programs. 

(2) 	 Pass a Comprehensive Anti-Crime Bill 

• 	 For four years, Congress has been struggling to pass a comprehensive Anti
Crime Bill. The President will call on Congress to get the job done quickly, 
with a pledge: if Congress will pass this bill now, he will cut through red tape 
to get 20,000 new police officers hired within a year. 

, 

I 

I • 	 The key elements of the anti-crime program that the President has put forward: 
I 
I_ 

Hiring 100,000 new police officers and expanding community policing; 
More prisons for violent criminals; boot camps for youth offenders; 

-j 

I A "three-strikes" law for serious violent crimes against people; 
I 	

Crime prevention programs, aimed particularly at young people; 

A ban on assault weapons 

New programs to address Safe Schools and Violence Against Women; 

All paid for by a trust fund, funded by cutting 250;000 federal jobs. ' 


I 
j • 	 The President will also criticize politicization and the exploitation of fear in 

the crime debate. Proposals must be tough, but they must also be smart -- and 
a Senate-passed plan to bring every gun-crime case into the overcrowdedI 
federal courts flunks this test. 

; 
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(3) 	 Launch Bold. Innoyative Executive Branch Initiatiyes . 

• 	 The President will commit the Executive Branch to using its full resources to 
fight violence and crime. 

• 	 Some of these initiatives include the Attorney General's Violent Crime 
Initiative, the Safe Homes Initiative based at HUD, ATF's program to tighten 

I 	 up gun licenses, the Education Department's Safe Schools program, and the 
National Service plan for 3,000 volunteers working on a "Summer of Safety." 

I (4) Invest in Communities to Make them Safe Again 

I 	 • The President has advanced an ambitious program to make communities safe 
places for living again: job training, earned income tax credits, a national 
economic strategy, and much more. 

I 	 •I' 	 Also, the President's community empowerment agenda -- including the 
creation of empowerment zones in some of the hardest-hit areas -- will restore 
hope and opportunity -- and give young people something to say "yes" to. 

(5) Change the Moral Climate: Stop Tolerating the Violence 

• Finally, the President will continue to speak out, as he has, to challenge all of 
us to change the moral climate in this country that tolerates violence and 
violent crime as part of our lives. 

• 	 This includes teaching our kids about right, and wrong; having parents, 
teachers, ministers and public officials speak out about violence; and working 
together to demand that this current carnage end. 
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OUESTIONS AND ANSWERS - GENERAL 

1. 	 How will all of this be paid for? 

We support the creation of a "Violent Crime Trust Fund," to pay for these initiatives. 
The fund will largely be funded by savings from a 250,000 person reduction in the 
federal work force: in simple terms, the President intends to deliver on his campaign 
pledge to hire 100,000 new cops and cut 100,000 federal bureaucrats. 

The President's newest budget, just released last week, contains an important down 
payment on these efforts: it would fund the first $2.7 billion in the Trust Fund, 
targeted at hiring more police, opening new boot camps, and protecting our borders. 

2. 	 Isn't the Crime Bill more of the strategy tried and failed in the 1980s, namely, 
"Iock-em-up and throwaway the key"? . 

Too much of our attack on crime in the 1980s was tough talk, and too little was tough 
-- or intelligent -- action. The fact is that the Crime Bill's proposals to put 100,000 
new police on our streets, to expand prisons and boot camps, and to ban assault 
weapons are all new tools that law enforcement needs -- and does not now have. So 
it is not more of the same. 

But even then, we are not stopping there: the Crime Bill contains unprecedented 
. programs to prevent crime, and to give kids something to say "yes" to. And, as the 

President will announce on Tuesday, the Crime Bill is just part of a larger anti
violence strategy that includes a new approach to Drug Control, new Community 
Investment programs, new Executive Branch initi~tives, and an appeal to America's 
values and conscience on this issue. 

3. 	 Phil Heyman says that much of the Crime Bill is rhetoric and politics. The death 
penalty for killing poultry inspectors; more mandatory minimums; three strikes 
and you· are out - these are all symbols that will do nothing to reduce crime, as 
he sees it. 

I do not think that imposing the death penalty on criminals who kill an FBI agent, or 
locking up for life violent criminals who kill innocent children like Polly Klaas -- can 
be regarded as "mere symbols." Even if they affect relatively few people, these laws 
are needed ·to insure harsh punishment of the most heinous offenders, and strong 
protection of our law enforcement officers and innocent people in our society. 

Moreover, as I said before, the Crime Bill contains many provisions that will have 
sweeping application -- such as the 100,000 new police officers, more community 
policing, safe schools programs, and so on. 

Finally, the President has taken on those proposals in the crime bill that ~ 
unworkable or merely political, such as the proposal to federalize all gun crimes. 
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4. 	 The Administration has been criticized for not'being an active participant in the 
Crime Bill debate - the former Deputy AG said that the amendments to the 
Crime Bill came too fast for him to follow. Is the President announcing some 
change in that now? 

The President stood with Joe Biden and Jack Brooks and jointly launched this anti
Crime Bill back in August. And we have been working with the House and Senate 
ever since to get this package passed. We have had some successes -- including 
Congress' passing and the President signing the Brady Bill last year. 

That said, we are redoubling our efforts this year, starting with the President's strong 
emphasis on this issue in the State of the Union; the record-setting commitment to 
crime fighting in the President's budget last week; the President's sPeech outlining a 
comprehensive strategy today; and numerous meetings and consultations with 
Congressional leaders as the House gets set to take up this legislation, in Committee, 
when it returns next week. 

s. 	 What is new in what the President is saying in Columbus? 

For the first time, he is bringing together all the elements of the anti-crime and anti
violence initiatives he has proposed, and is proposing, in one package. He is spelling 
out our position on the Crime Bill -- what we want, what we propose -- in greater 
detail than before. And he is making a new pledge to Congress: pass this now, and 
we will bust through red tape to get the funds out to start the hiring process on 
20,000 new police officers within a year. 

6. 	 Has the President imposed a deadline on how soon Congress must act on the 
Crime Bill? 

No. Much progress has been made -- the Senate has finished its work, the House has 
gotten about two-thirds of the way done -- and he is.generally pleased with the ' 

. developments thus far. He is confident that Speaker Foley, Majority Leader 
Gephardt, and Chairman Jack Brooks will get this done the rest of the work done as 
soon as possible. We all share the goal of getting these important proposals passed 
and into law. 


