. 4-U5-1995 8:23AM - FROM

AR as uw he e . L |

W SN . L J
. One quarter of :ccn mothers live below the poventy level.
. Across all ethaic groups delaying birth by one vear leads woa agnﬁcaht

impro\ ement in subsequent economic status.

. F or a Black familyin which the mother began childbearing before age 16. the
average income is only 96 percent of the poverty level. This rises to 236 percent im
she is 26 to 27 years of age when her first child is bom and to 275 percent if she
postponcs childbearing past age 27. :

Finally, with respect to early childbearing’s relationship to the pmence of )

' supportive envu'onmcms 'Advocates for Youth maintains that S Cﬂ W”J V

R Young women’ who are encouraged to qu%non waditional gender roles and those S ‘ -
who have hlgh educational aspxrauans are more likely to avoid tecn pregnancy. ' W
. Teens who have healthy pamt-chdd commumcanoas, high self-esteem and hxgh

educational aspirations are more likely to postpone childbearing.

. A positive antitude toward school has been significantly related to fewer noo-
marital births.

P

The role of adult males in fatherihg the babies born to teenégers

In 1994, tbe Alan Gutumacher Institite, 2 nonprofit New York-based reproducuve
health research, policy analysis and public education firm, released the results of 2 survey -
~ entitled “Sex and America’s Teenagers.” According to the Institute, 39 percent of 15 year
old mothers said that the fathers of their babies was 20 years old or older. For 17 year
old teenage mothers, S5 percent of the fathers were 20 years or older. For 19 year old .
mothers, 78 percent of the fathers were 20 years of age or older. Thus, among teens aged
15-17, over half (51%) of the fathers ot' the babies were age 20 or older. (Attachmeut s)

The Alan Gmtmachet Iostitute report also mdlcats that large propomoas of the
very young tecaagers who have become sexually active are victims of sexuat abuse.
‘Seven in 10 women who become sexually before age 14 and six in 10 who do so before
age 15 report having done so involuntarily. (Attachment 5)

According to 2 1995 GAO analysis, providers in residential care facilities for
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parenting teens report that most of their clients were victims of sexual abuse. Recent
. research indicate that as many as 638 pcrccm of reen mothcm were sc\uall‘. abuscd as
children. (Auachmcnt 7 : : A

_ 'Ihcsc research ﬁndings have produced a call for enactment and enforcement of
‘more stringent laws against statutory rape. crimes defined only by the age of the victim
without regard 1o any evidence of consent. According to USA Today journalist Patricia
Edmonds ("Teen pregnancy revives laws on statutory rape.” USA Today, March 28,
' 1996), the age of consent for statutory rape purposes is age 18 in 14 states; age 17 in five |
- states; age 6 in 27 states and the District of Columbxa, age 15 in two states; and age 14 in
two states (Hawaii and Pcmxsylvama) ‘

~ Dr Hem'y Foster, who serves as Senior Advisor to the President with respect to

teenage pregnancy issues and as White House Liaison to the newly created National ,
“Campaign, has explained that prosecuting statutory Iape cases is “very 1mportant, because

weknowmanyofthesesexualammnotconsensml” ‘ « '

Attachments:
1. Dr. Kristin A. Moore, “Facts-ataGIance”Ch'} 4 Trends. Inc. January 1996, |

2. Rath Ellen Wa.scng “Adolcsccm Ctuldb@nng Fact Sheet on Trends and

- Consequences. Education and Public Welfare Division, mgmmlﬁmm o
194-983 EPW, Decembch 1995. '

3. Ruth Elien Wasem. "Welfare Reform: Adolescent Pregnancy Issucs, Education and
Public Welfare Division, Wmm 94-591 EPW, Decemnber 7,
1995, citing Hoffman, Saul D, E. Michael Foster, and Frank Furstenberg, Jr.
‘“Revaluating the Costs of Teenage Childbearing,” Demography, Vol.30, No. 2, May
1993; and Geronimus, Arline T., and Sanders Korenman, “The Socioeconomic Costs of |
Teenage Chxldbearmg Evidence and Imf:rprctanons, WVOI 30, No. 2, May .
1993. :

4. The Alan Guttmacher Instttute, “Tcenagc Pregnancy and the Welfare R:foml Debate,”
Issues in Brief February 1995. ‘

5. The Alan Guttmacher Iostituts, “Scx and America’s Teeaagcrs, New York. 1994
' (Ncws Rclcase of 88+ page repon)
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~+. |, Times:Asreported by this newspa
C . last week, Johnny Hart, author of the popular strip -
- A,"‘B.C."drewonethatportrayedﬂxecharacﬁerWﬂey,

_fThe fathers Mothers

! erearesomesmnhngstansuostopondermm
.14 your coffee this morning. More than half the -
| A A fathers of babies born to mothers ages 15-17
e are 20 years old and older. Only one of five of these -
.\ | 7 fathersisunderthe age of 18: According to data com- ;.
|- piledlastyear by the Alan Guttmacher Institute, two.

.. of five fathers of babies born to 15-year-year-old -

| "~ mothers are 20 years old or older. Among teen wel-"
| . fare mothers-under the age of 18, the Urban Insti- -
‘ “f.tutemportsthatthefathemofme:rchﬂdrenwmi;
. on average 3.5 years older than the mothers. -
Observmgthatonlyl.Zpememdwelﬁarerempx -
* ents are mothers under the age of 18, as ACLU Exec-: -
E -uuane@rh'aGlasserdnesmaneﬁ’orttodown
" playtheproblem,mnowaynntlgatmmedlsasuws;
_-| long-term social and economic consequences of such .
.| ‘behavior. The far more telling statistic is the fact that =
‘ .‘nmeﬁ:anSOpementofmoﬂxersrooemngAldtomn.

meswxmnependentChﬁdrenCAFDC)—the

' alwelfampmgram—hadmelrﬁrstchﬂdmnasteen
: agers,Momthan3of4cmrentwelfarerec1plentswﬂl<
- remain on AFDCS rolls longer than 60 months. The
. average duration of current AFDC recipientsis near-

' ly13years,w1thadxspmpornonanenumberoflong

termi dependencies representing famihes that mmal-

- ly received benefits as teen mothers, " - =
B Thelongandtheshortoﬁtxsthatout-ofwedlockh, : ‘
100 long, it has ignored a problem that has, not sur- = =~ .-
; escalawdmtheoutrageousleveltbatthe_ o
Cahﬁornm’saggrmveappmach, long overdue, .
.wmnotsoh’emepmblemofteenpregnancyNosm-}
gle approach will, But the solutions to a problem with L
-so many diverse causes must necessarily be varied - . -
aswelLW‘thPresxdent(mntonhavmgvemdwel-‘
‘fare reform that sought to address teen :
~;g.anyprogmssmthesmtesoughttobeweloomed.

T

L wenpregnancyoompns&samassxvesomalpmblem
| that virtually guarantees the escalation of a host of - . :‘pnsmgly
.| - interrelated, often community-wide problems that .
‘u compound one another, alltooﬁ'equenﬂyﬁmonegp
generation to the next: school failure, crime, drug .
* -abuse, child abuse, Iack of work expenence,' ‘
entrenched poverty, etc. - -
. Inrecent years, however, evxdenoehas mounted_'
| steadily, confirming that so-called “adult-teen sex”
- ‘conmbutes xmghuly to these pmblems As such, xt

(o szB C

aren‘tmaxwgroupsmmwepohncallycor—_j 3

. 'rect times ‘available forparody orsatire. One
‘makes jokes at the expense of minorities, - -

. women, homosexuals, the handicapped and. other ..
'| . .. groups sensitive to such slights only at the riskof a-
vxsxt&omthethoughtpohceandthelossofone’sjob
Bntﬂlerexssullonegxmpmnmerethatmssafe-~

f,.totreathﬁxshemotypeandcancamre -Christians.
_Perhaps itis because they are more willing than oth-
-~ ers.to turn the other cheek in the.face of insults or -
*-because 'they take to heart the adage that mere -
‘ ‘nameswxllneverhurtthem."Whawvermereason,' )
ttheyamsulloonmderedfmrgamefomb&sfewoth-' o
" ersmustendure. -
i Justbefm‘ethebegmnmgofﬂleChnsnanholy

mkthatleadsumeasterLosAngel&oartmn

" . ist Paul Conrad, a Pulitzer Prize winner, drew acar- -
" “toon’ that portrayed the ail-but-official Republican
| presidential nominge Bob Dale up on'a cross in the
- manner. of Christ¥ crucifixion, a crown of thorns
| - spelling out the words “Christian Coalition” across.
- '| . hisforehead. To draw an analogy between Mr. Dole’s -
| - political burdens and the suffering of Christ on'the -
N crossmtodownplaythelatter,anouonthatmany
"|. 'people would doubtless find offensive.Imagine. =
e .almost any cartoon treatment of the assassinationof -~
. 'Marnnlntheerng say by a gunman labeled
, ' Imagine further

“affirmative action”
Youcan

temsnnegMrConmd‘sworkwasnotﬂ:e

@f)e waﬁflmgtmt @”mws -

TUESDAY APRIL 9, 1996. .

_d&sermtobeaﬁncbdonaseparate N
- multi-pronged effort to prevent the type. of behavior -+ |
chﬂdmoftheoppor N

, thatrobsr that already

* tunity to surmount real-life di B
are oftentimes-too much to bear. In California, ' -
according to a recent Washington Post article,. - -
“authonnwarepursmngadultsexualpmdamrswho :
‘havevictimized under-aged children. Given its lim- o
ited, but growing, resources, the state essentially tar- -~

‘gets those fathers who'are failing to pay child sup-~ = -~ - ~.°
~ port. Charging. them with statutory rape. and-. "~

1968, but that “lately running o
‘religious overtones” Um, but did't Mr. Conrads car- - |* -
toon have religious overtones? Yes, butthatwas,well, - |.. .

_comics or neither.

M that this car-
.| toon would run during Black History Month.
: guwmehndofoutragematwouldfoﬂow

availabletothe LA *
per‘kJoycePnce :

engaging in lewd acts with a minor, district

, attorneys
+across California are seeking to send the message = .
that predatorial sexual activity with minors has " -

important long-term consequences that extend far
beyond temporary gratification. :

" "It’s abgut time. Muchteenagesmusnotconsen CEo
- sual. Justice Department statistics demonstrate that ™ ..
abmxthalfafmenauon’srapwamoomnnmdagmnstﬁg
girls under the age of 18. ‘The Urban Institute cites - .. . .
astudy showing that “three quartersof femaleswho: ..~
., had sexual intercourse before age 14 reported hav-. * . .
j:beoomeeasyvlcnmsforpmdamadults Sotoodo"~ -
;demonsn'ablynnmatureymmggxﬁsseelnngmhve T
.beyond their years. Society must protect the inter- - N

ests of its most Vulnérable members, and for much -

'which alludes to Christ's death and sacrifice,

* The Times, however, decided that this p

strip was not it to print. A spokesman for the paper | -
saxdﬁw'hmeshadbeenrunmngJohnnyHartsmoe, ,
cartoons with -

hesbeen

different. Said the paper: “The Dole cartoon was

fine line between “funny”

would tolerate. .

“The Times' u'eatmentofztscartoonsmaybe*:“ .
émblematic of a much larger problem that-per- | ",
-vades journalism. Last week the Media Research
*Center reported that the major, networks devote. | -
; *onlylperoentofﬂlen'totaloovemgemrehglonsm- AT
... ries, notwithstanding the fact that thereisamuch " | = =~ -
onlyi éJargeraudlenceforﬂmemthan,forexample sports | -
-or politics. If journalists would start paying alittle . |, . = *
:momattenuontomhgmnmthexrnewsoovemge“;

,wnungapoemenuﬂed,‘“meu"&xﬂenngA ingPrince” The | .-
coticludes: "Nevermmomﬁxepnnoewhowas- |
downed,,’ForHe isnot Lost! Itis you whoare found™

. printedin the editorial section, and the nature ofedi- |
‘ mnalcarmonmtopmmkethought.“’e’renotpnnt-f - ‘
- ing an apology.” - I
' The'l‘imesmmalungamsuncuonwnhoutadxf-;. S
'-ferenceWhatoarmondom'tpmvolceﬂmughtsf R ‘
-politically correct or otherwise? Just the title of Mr. ~ '
_Hart’s cartoon provokes thought. Moreover, asany- . .

. one whoreads “Doonesbury” cantell you,itsavery .. .-

: thoughts and “serious” . - -
' thoughts when it comes to comics. Sorunbothofthe -~ "
;ornot,abmsagamstChnsnansthatnooﬂlergmup' '
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‘Rostenkowski expected to pléad guilty to two

charges By Jan Crawford Greenburg and

- Michael Tackett Chicago Tribune(KRT)

. WASHINGTON In the end, he could not bear the thought
of a lengthy trial, the dwindling finances, the specter of friends

and family being forced to testify, the fmnt-page stories day

after day.
. Former Rep. DanRostenkowah nmmwhosemmealw&ys

‘ _had *“powerful” written before it, didnt want to put.

himself or his family through it, especmﬂy given the .
oddshemxghtlooemdmcewe .
a long prison torm.

. To avoid a triel on & lmmy of corrupuon chsrges, thc

Chicago Demoorat is expected to plead guilty to two falony )

corruption charges, possibly as soon as Tuesday. .
" Rostenkowski has signed a plea agreement that will gwev

’ h:ml?mnnthsmafedmulpnmandaSlOOOOOﬁnc
-fawyers close 1o the case in Washington said. '

Untdheenmthcpleamus sttnctJudgeNotma
Holloway Johnson's courtroom, ke can change his mind. .
.Lawyersc,loletothecmmdtheywmooncmnedthatbe.
wou!dbcmdercnormonspremmﬁomﬁ:mddtoreject )
thepleaagreement,;ustashewaaalmosttwoymago
when he turned down a much better deal. - -

But longtisris friends and associatos mdthcybehowd
h:wouldstandﬁxmandpludgmltyiotwoohhcless a
scnm charges contained in the indictment. o

Ithmkho)ustdom‘twamtop\umﬁimﬂy
throughnenymo:e .
nndhxsﬁimds,"mdonc

ThemvemgmonofRostznkowxh begnnsapmofan -

inquiry into abuses at the House Post Office. The probe

gradually encompassed other allcgauons including paying '

people for doing little or no official work and obtaining
gifts at taxpayer expense for friends end family. © -

Ultimately, prosecutors charged him in May 1994 with 1
corruption counts for allegedly defrauding the government
of more than $660,000 over a 20-year period. - :

. Under the. plea agreement, Rostenkowski would not plead:‘-,

g-udty to any charges associsted with the House Post .
Ofﬁce.mhasmdmgstampsforcash,onclnwyctuxd,
Johnson would have to accept any deal worked out with -

. prosecutors,

. -

Rostenkowski had repeatedly mammmed his ianocence, .

most recently in an interview last month on CNN's “Larry
King Live.” But acquaintances seid the investigation had
taken an increasing personal and financial toll on the man”

once routinely dascribed as the **powerful chairman of the

House Ways and Means Committee.” .
Though the prosecution's case was no mongcr in fact,

Rostenkowski had just succeeded in getting four counts of .

the indictment against him dismissed they said

Rostenkowah seemed in.recent weeks hke a man who was -

“ready to put it all in"

Somewhohavcmccnﬂyﬁdmdhmmdthewexghtof .

h:slcgalbﬂls,bysomcemmateswelloverﬁmﬂhon.

=ooupledvmhtheuncmmfatcofacnmmnlmsladded T

to his decision to enter a guilty plea. -
Within the last two weeks, hntoldlongume&wndsm

Washington and in Chioago that he was in debt. The money

raised for his legal defense, be told them, was all gone.
**He eonfided in friends that he's hard pressed by -
continuing legal bills in excess of 33 million and

. prospects of 31 mﬂnonmom:fnewemmmal“saﬂ

one Chicago Democrat, speaking on the condmon of

anonymlty ‘
Then, about two weeks ago, prommors xs:mod a round

of subpoenas to members of Rostenkowski's family, friends

- "and former employees, requésting their appearance at lns

upeommg trial on a host of cormuption charges. :

* **That reised the specter again,” said one

acquaintance. **It wouldn't just be painful and taxxng for

him, but for lot of people he cared about®
Itnlmhaébecomcmmamnglyclca:mthe .

‘investigation, now nearing the end of its fifth year, that .-

’ 'ptomutomwercconﬁdentmthcxrcascagunsthmmd
resolute to win at trial, scheduled to start May 15, -

If convicted on any one of the counts, Rostenkowski

’ could face a prison term of 3 to 5 years under federal

) acntcncmg g\udelmes : '

Last-month, Johmson dxs:msaed clmrges that’ Rom:.
iedto Congross about-alleged schemes mvolvm.g ghost
.employees on the payroll, personal purchsases at the House
"-gtationery store, ca.sh-for-xtamps at the House Post Office
and vehicle leases in his district. |

"Nevertheless, the government's case was strong, lawyers
said. Among those who had directly implicated Rostenkowski
were former. House Postmaster Robert Rota, who pleaded -

o guilty to misdemeanor charges. -
_ Bolstering the prosecution’s eonﬁdcnoe was a swift
mdwtmacmagamstoneofhmaﬂegodgboat

payrollers, a former Chicago city cmployoc snﬁ'enng from

' .sdvmcadPuhnsonadxmsc

) Lawyetnsaxdltmhudtomagmeamomsympathcbc o
" defendant, yet the jury was imswayed. The employce, Robert
- Russo, was sentenced to 10 months in prison for lying to a
' grand j jury investigating Rostenkowski's finances. -

That casc also illustrated how tough the judge- cculd be
_ on the defense. During the Ruaso trial, also in Johnson's
mmwm,nheoﬁuncgmnmaspro—mmm:on. :

* lawyers said.

For Rostenkowski, the decision to plcad guilty stands

- msmkoonmtohxadcﬁantmwmmmwhenhcwas

ﬁntxmphcawdandthenmdxctcd. S

At a drematic Saturday news conference in July 1993
thhhnspommtadomngawaﬂmthchemngmomof

- the Ways and Means Gommmec Rostgnkowuh catcgoncal!y
prochmd his innocence. .

*I want to make it absolutely clenr that | have
eommlttcdnocnmemdhave engaged in no illegal or
unethical conduct, -.Iamhm:todandangrythh
" these false allegations.” .

. By May 1994, with an mdxctment mmmcnt.
Rostenkowski's then-lawyer, Robert Bennett, had entered
. into plea-bargain negotiations with prosecutors.
Eventually, Benuett negotiated terms under which
- Rostenkowski would plead guilty to a single felony count
ofmcuhngamstend fast, pay a 338,000 fine, serve”
six months in jail end resign from Congress.-

But Rostenkowski, encouraged to fight the case by such

’ fnend.usfonncr Hilinois Rep. Marty Russo, rejocted that

" option. and issued another defisnt statement: **Federal
[prosecutors threaten to indict me if I fail to plead
_guilty to a series of crimes I did not commit. I will not
" make any deals Wwith them. I did not commit any crimes. My
‘conscience is clear. ... I strongly believe that I am not
@ﬂtyofthcscchnrgcsandmufghttomgammy
reputation in court.”
-But that rcpumhon slready had suffered greatly. Aﬁer
his indictment, he logt what had been one of.the safest
congresaional seats in the nation to a political unknown,
Rnpubhcw Michael Flanagan. That loss was perhaps the
most profound measure of how far Rostenkowski had fallsm
“The investigation that precipitated that fall,
_ironically, started out having nothing to do with. the
_congressman or any allegations of official misconduct. The
_probe started nearly five years ago when workers at the
House Post Office discovered that thonsands of dollars and
- one of their colleagues wore missing.
For a long period, the probe focuscdpnmnnlyon )
- low-level workers. But afler numerous post office workers,
"many of them patronage employees, were indicted, the probe

‘ hnmdwthchcmchyofiheofﬁce,thzndmﬂyto :

" Rostenkowski.

FormetPomnastchota said aspanofa plea agreement
that he had cxchanged cash for stamps for 8 congressman °
later identificd es Rostenkowski. Rota provided
prosecutors with precise details of dates and amounts of -
federal monsy he said be passed to Rostenkowski,

- +The indictment of the former House Post Office chief of
staff, Joarina O'Rourke, slso implioated the congressman
‘when it charged that ORourke used & special House Post
-Office account to send by overnight mail personal items to
thehomcofacongmssman,htcudentxﬁedu ) .

" Rostenkowski.

The indiotment refumed agamst lnmby a fedsm] gmmd
jury went far beyond those allegations, with charges of
stealing bundreds of thousands of dollars, obstruction of - -
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e The crnne of teen sex

- -Thls year he has proposed to mcrease the .
; 1996-1997 cost to $16 million. What is

' By Arnold Beichman

ne of Supreme Court Jusnee Ohver
‘ Wendell Holmes’ wisest maxims-is

- }. the obscure.

- Theabvious s the fact that men who have ‘
séxual-felations with girls below the legal °
1 ageof consent are committing the crime of

. ‘that it’s sometimes more important to -
"’| emphasize the obvious- than to. eIucndate' L

unusual about the progiam is that it is going

to deal with a crime long ignored by state

and local governments: .

. million appropriation — $2.4 million — was

" statutory rape, a-crime for which they.can -

.goto jail. Rarely is there such a prosecution.

Perhaps it is regarded as politically incor-

crime in'state penal codes.
. California Gov. Pete'Wilson has under—
! taken to emphasize the obvious. Last: year

he proposed a teenage pregnancy. preven-. -

g tmn program w1th a $12 mﬂhon price tag.

" Arnold Bexchman, a Hoover Institutwn‘

research fellow, is a Washmgton szes
- columnist.

T
‘ -

R
. “"sv .
RV

'

budgeted for the prosecution of mern who
engage in sex with girls under 18, the Cal-

ifornia age of consent. For the coming fis-
cal year, Mr. Wilson has inicreased the pros- -
ecution fund by $6 million for a total of $8.4.

A_mtlhon The objéctive is to strengthen
rect to try the male responsible for adoles- -
cent pregnancy for what is 'deﬁned as a -

enforcement of statutory rape  laws'

statewide. Every state has a statutory rape

‘taw which _prohibits adult males from hav-

e, -
LN

ing sexual intercourse with girls under the -
"age of consent, States have (hfferent age

limits, from 16 to'18,

One-fifth of the governor’s 1995 1996 $12

- .

: lescent girls ¢ Jnst say no,” the governor pro-
poses to get after the adult fatheérs with the

threat of prosecution and jail sentences for

meaningful consent to sexual activity than

she could consent to work mghts asa stmp- -

» per in‘a bar.

-of wedlock. At least half of the babies born: -

The Wilsen policy represents a major -
- change in the approach-to. teenage preg-

cutbacks or distributing condoms in the

* classroom, or-telling pubescent and ado-

- “nancy. Instead of pressuring teen-age .
mothers with threats of welfare-benefit

-Californiais facmg a dramattc statewnde

live births. In'1994, nearly one-fourth of ali
births to unmarried women.in California

- were to teens,age. 19 or younger. -
" According to the Guttmacher Institute,

the majority of births nanonally to adoles-
cent women (70 percent in 1992) occur out

to teen-age girls are fathered by-adults.

. These adults are violating a law that has for
too long been more honored in the breach -
- than the observance. . :
Statutory rape.used to be penahzed
That's why a long time ago, the coarse allit- .
erative expression for girls under the age of -

consent was “Quentin Quail”’ This was a

TEie ) . ) s

. penalzzed

.

e -

vreference to the then San Quentin pmson

where a convxcten defendant in a rape case ’

. mlght do time..
statutory -ape. The assumption here s that. .
a 13- or 14-year-old girl can no more give

“The' Guttmacher Instltute‘s findings are-
based: on 1989-1991 survey data from the

-National Matérnal and Infant Health Sur-
vey of the National Center for Health Sta- -
‘tistics. ‘A full report of the survey is to be
B found in the August 1995 issue of the Jour-
-increase in-out-of-wedlock pregnancies. -
. Whereas in the 1960s in California 10 per-,
cent of births were to'unmarried women,
today. births to-unmarried women of all’
.ages accourit for more than 30 perceritof all

Statutory rape used to be

: 'nal Famxly Planmng Perspeetlves

Betwieen 1989 and 1991 10,000 uriderage.
mothers were mtervnewed The survey -
found that half of the fathers of babies born

‘to mothers between ages 15 and 17 were 20

years of age or older. Twenty. per centof the
fathers were six or imore years older than
the teen-age mothers.-The survey found a
significant correlation in age between the -
sex partners: the younger a miother was, the -
greater the age difference between the glrl

" and her partner ,

,\.

L e | @beWueBmgtun@tmee
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o The quesnon of sexual abuse arises from ’
afinding that about 18 percentof women 17

or younger who have had intercourse were,
they say, forced at least once to do'so. In

such cases, the adult male could be med for: |-

‘aggravated sexual assault...

- as many as two-thirds were fathered by men
" who were of post-high school age. With

- highschool girls, fathers averaged 4.2years .

" older than their partners. With junior high

. school mothers, the fathers were on average o
6.7 years older. ' A
“The survey showed that among | Cahfor—'

‘nia mothers betweeii the ages of 11 to 15, 51

percent of the fathers were adults, 40 per-.

cent.were high school boys, 9 percent junior

high school boys. Another survey in the .
state of Washington showed that of 535

In California, a survey’ showed that of B R
47,000 births to teen-age mothers in 1993, - |-

mothers ages 12to 17, the average ageof the . - R

" father was 24, More than two-thirds of these

teen-age mothers said they had been sexu- -

. ally abused.

It is possible that a few jail sentences for |
statutory rape — and why not. prosecutions | .
for pedophilia’ as well? — may, influence : |\

-adult malés to leave chﬂdren alone. Go to it,
Govemor Wilson. B .
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How not to control
chemical weapons

By Kathleen Bailey

iotechnology, pharmaceutical
Band chemical companies
beware! The U.S. Senate may
soon ratify an arms-contrgl treaty
whose verification provisions will

have have profound repercussions -

for comp which depend on pro-
prietary formulae and processes for
their competitive edge.

The treaty, called the Chernical
Weapons Convention, is intended to
ban chemical weapons. It allows
international inspectors, under a
process called challenge inspections,
to enter any facility in the United
States or other party to the treaty.

‘The inspectors may take and ana-

lyze samples, as well as interview.
personnel and review pertinent

records to try to assure that there is
no prohibited activity. All facilities
-~ fi0t just chemical manufacturing
sites — are subject to challenge
inspections because chemical

. weapons are 5o easy to produce in
- small,

nondescript locations.
Despite these intrusive measures,
cheating is unlikely to be detected,
as Director of Central Inlelhgence
John Deutch has acknowledged.
Not only will the verification
scheme not work, it poses a genuine
threat to U.S. industry. The danger
is that an inspector may observe or
collect information for reasons
unrelated to treaty verification.
What if a knowledgeable inspector
happens to notice critical process
information during a challenge visit
to a pharmaceutical firm? Will he
keep the secret- when he returns
home, even if offered incentives to
share it? Or, what if an industrial spy
is placed as an inspector visiting a

" US. biotechnology firm? Will anyone

notice the samples she clandestine-
1y takes? Although the treaty recog-
nizes the need to protect propri-
etary information, it will be
exceedingly difficult to do.

Treaty proponents point out that ’

there is a mechanism for dealing
with abusive or frivolous challenge

inspection requests. The treaty's

Executive Council may, not later
than 12 hours after receiving the
inspection request, decide by a

Cheating is unlikely to

- be detected.

three-quarters majority whether to
deny the request, ;The Executive

Council is comprised of 41 mem-"

bers: nine African, nine Asjan, five
Eastern European, seven Latin

"American and Caribbean, one

shared by Asia and Latin America
and 10 from Western Europe and
others (the United States is an
“other”). No seat is reserved for any
country, including the United States,
this even though the US. portion of
the treaty’s budget is 25 percent.
The odds of a US, company win-

ning an appeal in such a short time-
frame with such an Executive Coun-
il is probably low. Ancther option for
a comparny objecting to a senseless
inspection is to turn to the US. Con-
stitution, whose Fourth Amendment
guarantees against unwarranted
searches and seizures. The problem
isthat anycounchall e will prob-
ably follow an inspection. Propri-
etary information may already have
been lost by that time. If this treaty

Kathleer Bailey works for
Lawrence Livermore Nauonal Lab-
aratory.

pr such dangers to U.S. busi-
ness interests, why haven't compa-
nies objected to it?

1 decided to find out by cammg a

number of US. pharmaceutical and
biotechnology firms. None of the
companies had heard of the treaty.
Similarly, I learned that few chem-
ical companies are aware of the
treaty, although they will bear the
brunt of the requirements to file
production dectarations and submit
to routine as well as challenge
inspections. Nevertheless, the
Chemical Manufacturers Associa-
tion and some chemical companies
advocate the treaty.

There are at least three reasons for
this support. One is that tHe chemi-
cal industry does not want to be on
the side of the devil. No US. firm
wants to explain why it opposes a ban
on chemical weapons, It would be a
public relatons nightmare.

A second reason is commercial.

Some apparently believe that the
treaty will ease US. export controls
on chemicals by supplanting the
Australia Group, a Western cartel

. that limits exports of a wide range

of chemicals. The new treaty also
requires export controls, but on a
smaller number of chemicals. U.S.
officials say, however, that the Unit-
ed States supports the continuation
of the Australia Group regardless.
The chemical treaty thus is not like~
ly to bring export-control relief.’

A.third reason is the mistaken

belief that not ratifying the treaty
will inhibit U.S. trade in chemicals.
The treaty does prohibit parties
from importing certain chemicals

- from nonparties. But the restric-
. tion applies only to sales. of highly

dangerous noncommercial chemi-

cals usable in or as weapons-com-

pounds in which there is little or no
trade by U.S. companies anyway.
Trade in common commercial
chemicals would be unaffected.

The treaty venﬁcatmn scheme
will have serious effects on U.S.
businesses, yet won't accomplish
the intended goal of catching cheat-
ing. American companies should
take a close look at the Chemical
Weapons Convention now. If they
wish to ebject, they must act quick-
ly. The Senate Foreign Relations
Committee voted out the treaty on
Thursday and the full Senate may
soon ratify it.

- and elbow opponents as long as they

Women show the sporting spirit

g aybe you're sick of reading
. .J about the overpaid basket-

ball creeps who head-butt
referees, shout obscenities at the
crowd, run halfway down the court
without bouncing the ball, shove

can get away with it, and act as
though they're the only player in the
arena when they slam dunk the ball.

" Y'm not writing as a woman who
is suddenly shocked to discover that
athletes are often
coarse, rude,
ruthless  and
stumped for an.
answer,  when
sgmeone wishes
them good morn-
ing. My father

moter, and I grew

e where boxers
Suzanne with caulifiower
Flelds ears and assorted

Washington Red-

skins and Sena-
tors draik Scotch. whiskey with
steak at the dinner table. When we
talked about the Washington Sena-
tors, we talked baseball, not politics.

I have no more illusions about
athletes than I do about politicians.
I've seen them up close and-per-
sonal. But I do care about the ele-
gance of sport, the graceful body
that defies gravity while working
magic with aball or bat, whose skill-
connects tatent with teamwork, who
competes to win, -but who deep
down understands it's how you play
the game by the rules that allows
you to win.

The crowd may whoop it up when
Dennis Rodman of the Chicago Bulls
bangs his head against a referee,
crashes a water coaler, strips off his

’

Wwas a sports pro- .

up in a house .

Jjersey and shouts the four-letter
words that comprise his vocabulary,
butanyone who loves the game thinks
he was lucky the league was so wimpy
as to suspend him for only six games
and to be fined only $20,000. After all,

the San Antonio Spurs got rid of this”

consummate rebounder because they
believed his mean, selfish, erratic
behavior cost them the playaffs in
two'earlier seasons.

Some fans even want the rules
made stricter, to raise the basketsto
make the slam dunk less dependent
on rampant pituitary glands, to
enforce the rule against “traveling”

Women's basketball, the magazine
reports, is gaining in opularity now
that better-trained atgletes are play-
ing it and cable TV is showing more
of it. Sorne men scoff that male view-

_ers only watch it to watch jiggling

female flesh, but that seeffis to be
only a small part of the reasd why

the American Basketball will
launch eight teams this fall. Players
will earn about $70,000 each.

Women'’s basketball ng longer has
to lure spectators as it did in the
194035, with beauty contests and
players in sexy satin uniforms
exposing bare midriffs. The

Women’s basketball no longer has to lure
spectators with beauty contests and players in
sexy satin uniforms exposing bare nudnﬂ%

(or else d:spense with the drlbble
altogether).

Nor are real fans of the game cry-
ing over the seven-game suspension
.and $25,000 fine for Nick Van Exel of
the Los Angeles Lakers for head-
butting a referee. No team will win
for long by beating up the referees,
though you have to give these head-
butting players credit for under-
standing that by using their heads

they are risking the least vulnerable

part of their bodies as weapons.

‘Not 30 long ago, basketball was
not a contact sport. Stephen Smith,
the editor of Civilization magazine,
whose daughter plays en her high-
school basketball team; observes
that the way the women play the
game makes real fans nostalgic for
the game as we once knew it. The
women aren't as fast as the boys, but

they're just as fearless, often as.

reckless, and they play with “finesse
and ork.”

Suzanne Fields, a columnist for
The Washington Times, is nationally
syndicated. Her column appears
here Monday and Thursday

have is the crude swagger. (Nobody
remembers the last time one of the
women was arrested for off-court
rape and mayhem.)

What they don’t -

- woman’s version of the sport has

come a long way from'the one-drib-
ble game that Senda Berenson, a
phys-ed teacher, introduced to her
students &t Smith college in 18920
prepare them for the working world
of competition. .

It's not likely that basketball
equips women any more than it
equips men for competition in the
larger world; where brawn is less
important than brains, unless you
count those who get big contracts
with Nike, Reebok and Converse.

But the competitive game sure
beats playing for an amateur all-

~women’s six-team league in North-

ern Virginia, made up mostly of
women over 40, who have no rules,
no coaches, no fouls, no rankings, no

playofts, and most important of all, -

they don’t keep score. They do have
referees, though it’s not clear why,

_If Me. Rodman and Mr. Van Exel
are ever suspended again (and they
no doubt will do something to
deserveit again}, maybe they should

- be exiled to a women' league. The

ladxes might cwnhze them.
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