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• 	 One quarter ofteen mothers live below the ~velty level. ~ \ . ~ 

• 	 .~cross aU et~c groups. delaying b~nh by one year leads to a s.ignificant "J;~ 
Impro,,-ement In subsequent economic status_.· . . .0 ~ " Q/ 

• 	 for a Black familyin which the mother began childbearing before age 16. the . ?~ 
average income is only 96 percent ofthe.povcrty leveL This rises to 236 percent i0 
she is 26 to 27 yean ofage when her first child is born and to 275 percent ifshe 
postpOnes childbearing past age 27. 

Finally" with respect to early childboaririg's relationship to the presence of 

. supportive environments. Advocates foc Youth maintains that: : 


.=-=-~-=:=---.------. Young women who are encouraged to question traditional gender roles and those 
who have high educational aspirations are more likely to avoid teen pregnancy. 

• 	 Tecns who have healthy parent-child communications, high self-esteem and high . 

educitional aspirations are more likely to postpone childbearing. 


• 	 A positive attitude toward school has been significantly related to fewer nOQ

marital births. 


The role ofadult males in fathering tbe babies born to teenagers 

In 1994, the jUan GuttmaCher Institute, a nonprofit New York-based i-epr~uctive 
health research.. policy analYSis and public eduation fum. released the results ofa survey 

. entitled "Sex and America"s Teenagers.... According to the lDstitute, 39 percent of 1.5 year 
old mothers said that the faihers of their babies was 20 years old or o]der~ For 17 year 
old teenage mothers. 55 p<;:ceat of the fathers were 20 yeazs or older. For 19 year old 
mothers. 78 pm:ent oftbc falhC[S were 20 years ofage or older. Thus. among teens aged 
15-17. over half(51%) ofthe fathers ofthe babies were age 20 or older. (Attachment S) 

The Alan Gttttmacher IDstitute report also indicates that large pioportions ofthe 

very young teenagers who have become sexually active are vidims of~ abuse. 

Seven in 10 wom~ who become sexuaUy before age 14 and six in 10 who do so before 

age 15 report baving done SO involuntarily. (Attacbment S) 


According to a 1995 GAO analys~ ~viders in residential care facilities for 

14 

...----- 
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parenting te~ns report that most oftheir clients were victims of sexual abuse. Recent 

. research indicate that as many as 68 percent ofteen mothers wer..: se~uany abused as 
chiJdren. (Attachmeor 1) 

Th.C$C research findings have produced a, call for enactment and enforcement of 
.	more string~ntlaws against statutory rape. crimes defin~ only by the age of the victim 
\\'ithout regard to any eyidencc·ofconsent. According to USA Today journalist Patricia 
Edmonds ("Teen pregnancy revives la\.\.-s on statutory· rape,- USA Today, March 28, 
(996). the age ofconsent for statUtory rape purposes is age 1g in 14,states; age 17 in five . 
states; age 6 in 21 States and the District ofColumbia; age 1S in two states; and age 14 in 
(VIto states (Hawaii and Peri.nsylvania). ' 

Dr. Henly Foster. who serves as Senior Advisor to the President v.ith respect to 
teenage pregnancy issues and as White House Liaison to the newly CTeated National 

. Campaign, has explained that prosecuting sta1UtOlj' rape ,cases is ""vel)' important, because 
we know many ofthese sexual acts are not consensual.":', 

Atta<:hments:

1. .Dr. Krist~A. Moore, "'Facts at a Glance.... Child Trends Inc '. January 1996. 

2. RUth Ellen Wasem., ''''Adoles~ Childbearing: fact Sheet on Trmds :and 
, ConsequenceS. Education and Public Welfare Division. Cone;ressiQnal R~ Sgyice. 
94-983 EPW., December 8, 1995. 

3. Ruth Ellen Wasem. "'Welfare Reform: Adolescent Pregnancy Issues,~ Education and 

Public Wel&re Division, CongressionaJ.R§e:arcb Sqyice. 94-591 EPW,. December 77 

1995, <:iting Hoffinan, Saul D., E. Micllael Foster, and Fl"cU'lk Furstenberg. Jr. 


'"Revaluating the Costs ofTeenage Childbearing,'" Demo~Vo1.30,No. 2, May 
1993; and Geronimus, Arline T., and Sanders Korenm.an,wThe Socioeconomic Costs of 
Teenage Chilc1beming: Evid~ and Intetprctations.nDemozr~hy. Vo1.30" No.2, May 
1993. . 

4, The Alan Guttmacha Institute, "'Teenage Pregnancy and 'the WclfaR Reform Debate.~. 
Issues in Brief.. FebruaI)' 1995" . . 

S. ,The Alan Guttmacher. Instirute. ~ and America's Teenagers." New York.. ,1994
(News Release of88+ page report). . ' 
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..' ;!-'Thefitthet8'ofteerilIl()thers '. 
"' .. 

".' m"'.' .:' .' . ' 'l.~H"""~~_.·. toponder;'. '~': d~to be·a~.' on a:~':'-.' ·froitt'iri the 
,'j ,; ..erearesome..~U&U6 ..I.CU.IQ....... .' • ....._..-:.. 

, '. .Your ~,~morniDg. More tb8n IWfthe' .mwti-pro~e~topnWentthe1:yJleofbehavio~ . 
. . ', ·thersofbablesbom'tomothersages1~17. thattobsm.ostlydisadvantaged~oftheoppor-· 

,are 20 years old aniJoldir. .000Y'QPeof8ve.Ofthese· .. tumty to suriilount real-life ~thataJre.adY 
': '.fatb.ersisundertbeageofl8:AccOrdirigtodatacom- :., areoftentimes'tDo'muchtobe8r.In C81ifornia,' '., :, 
, . pjledlastyearbytbeAlan GuttmaCbei"Institute;two. ·8,ccord.b.1gto a recent Washington POst article;" 
· of ttve'fathers of babies bom tolS-year-~ld :"authorities~plJl'S1Jin,gadwtsexUalpredatorswho ' 
"mothers are 20 years old orolder. Ari1ongteen' wel-:', ·have'Victimized tmdej:t;aged clilldre1L Given its lim~ 
f~,m~.underthe8geo.f18~tbe,UrbanIosti~.· .i!fid, butgrowing,resources. thestateessentially tar- " 

'.... tide reports that ~ fatheciof tIle&,cbildrenwere'.'gets ·those fathers Who are failing to pay,cbild sup- . 
. " ' '. on average 3.5 years older than the mothers.<:. '. . port.Ch8rgirig. theinwith statutory rape aild, . , , ",

.' . O~ that only 12 percent OfVvelfare recipi-: .engaginginleWdaetswithaminor,districtattorneys . . 
<,:,:" · entsmmotherstin.theageOf18,aSACLUExec-·.'··.acroSsCaliforriiaare seekingto.send the ~ 

,utive I>i.rector Ira Glasser dDesin an effort to down- .'~ that predatmial sexual activity.with ~ors· has. '. 
playtheprobl~ in noway mi~ the disaStrous· . importailt lang-term COnsequences that extenc;l far 
long-termsocialandeconomiccOnseqUtmcesOfsuch. beyOnd temporary~tiftCation. .. : ' .' ". '.. ,.... . 

'behavior. The fa'rmore-te1lingstatistic is thefactthat .' It's abqut time.MuchteeDage sex is not consen", '. 
· moretbanSOpercentOfmothersreceMlJgAidto~;sUaLJusticeDepartmentstatistics,demonstratetbat .. - .. ' 

iliesWith Dependent Children (A.li'I)C) ";":;.the gener- . aboUthalfOfthe nation's rapes are committed against. . 
alwelfaJ:eprOgriim...,..hadtheirfirstcbildreDasteen- '.' girls tmder·the age of18:The. Urban Iostitute.cites.· 

\ . 'agers. Mo.retban 3Of4cun·ent'welfaioeredpientswill·.· .' astQdy Showingthat''thieequarteJ.'Soffemales who· 
,f . . "", · .' remain on ~DC's rolls longerJ;ban 60 months.' The·' ", had f!eXU8l intercOurse before age 14.reported hav~·· 

.averagedurationofcurrentAFDCrecipientsiSnear- "ing had,sex inVolun~Mai:1y abused girls later . 
, ly 13 ~with a disPrOportioDatenumber.OfIong~: beconie~victims forprepat.ory.adWts. SO too do" . 

temi'dependencies ~preSentingfamj1i¢sthatinitial- "demonstrably~young.girls ~ to live 
·lyreceived benefits as teen mothers; ..... '·.beyondtheiryeai's: Society must protect the iDter- . 

'•.·1belo'ngandtheshortofitiS~tout-Of-wedlOck .,estsQfits'mostVulnerablemembers,andformuch 

· teen pregnancy.p:lmpriSesamasmve socialproblem ···;too long,it baS ignored a problem.that has, not.~· 

.that ~ guarantees the escalation.Qfa host.Of •.. :prisinglf, escalated to the ou1rageolqllevel that the . 

, mten'elated,oftencommunity-wide problemstbat. ·.statisticsaboveCOIifhm>: ,'.; . . . :. . 
. . . cOmpoUnd one another, all too.fJ'equeittly froID·one. .. .. ,C8J.itbn1ia's'88greSsive8pproach, long overdue,' . 

generaUoil.lo' the next:· School fail~ crime, drug',' .will nOt sOl\Ie theproblemofteenpi'egnancy. No sin';" ..' . 
, . abuse. child abuse,la4 of work expeIience, ,gleapproaCinvillButthesolutionstoaproblemwith .' 

entrenched poVerty, etc: ' ".' '. '... ". ' . so,inaDy ~ causes must neCessarily be varied . 
. . . In recentyears; however. evidence baS mounted.· as w'elL'With PresidentClinton having vetoed weI· 

steadily, conftnning that So-Called "adwt-teen sex" fare,reform that sought'to address.teen preirumcy. 
·contributes mightily to theSe' problemS. As such, it .' . ,any PnJgl"eSS,in thesta1eS Ought tQ be weJ.comed.' 

,. I 	 , , ".' ." " , ' 
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, . ""Be'.. . ... : .'. . . " . . .. . m:en'tmanygroups'mtIi~po_Cxr~ Writinga~entit:led,~SufferingPrlnce:"The 
. .' •. rect times"available foi~.or same; One . ~which alludes to airist:'s death and sa¢rifice,T5·.makes jokes at the expenSe of minoritieS. . concludes: "Never'lO'mourn the·prince who was 

· Women. homosexu8ls, the handicapped and~ .. downedjForHeisDOtLostlItisyouwboare19und...· 
groups sensitive tx)Suchslights only at the risk ofa . The Times, however,~de¢ided that this Particular 

· visit from thethoughtpolice and the lossofOilesjob;' strip was noUlt ~ print:A spokesmaD for the paper' ,. 
• . i . But there is sqn one group out there that it is safe .' .said tile Times had beeD funDingJohnny Hartsince. 

". to treat with stereOtype and caricature: Christians. ,1968, butthat"latelyhe'sbeen nmningcartoonSwitli '.' . 
.Pefbaps itisbecausetheyare morewillingthimoth'- "reliBiouSovertOnes:' Um,but didil'tMi: Conrad's c8r- . 

" m.to.turn the o~ei"cheek in the:tace of~ortooDhavej'eligious~tones?Yes,buttb8twas,well, 
·	becaUSe 'they ,take to .heart the adagetbat JiJ.ere' dj1ferent Said the paper: "The Dole cartoon Was 
'~will neverhurtthem." WhateverthereaSon,' ." printed in~editDria1section,andthenatureofedi
they are s$ considered fairgameforjibes fewotb-' • tmialcartoon is toptuvoke thought We'reDOtpriDt·~ 
~must endure. .'. ;:.' .', , -," '-I..:iJ:igan ap61ogy.":, '. , '.<. . 
~Justbefotethe beginning of the' Christian holy'" The Tirilesis IJUlldng a: distinction ~ a dif~ 

week that leadsup..to Easter, LOs Angeles <m,IDCm~ , ference. What cartOOn 'doesil'tprovoke thoughts. , .( 
',. istPaw~nrad,aPtllitzerPrizewinner,dreWac8r~:~.po]itically'coriectoi'~JustthetitleofMr.. 
.tOOlf ~t pot1r.iyedthe-ail:'but-official RepubliciuL HBrtScartoon provol:esthought. Moreover. as any- . 
'presidential1iomin~ Bob DOle up on a cross in the one who reads ''Doonesbury''can tell you, it's a very " 
nlanner of CbristlfCrucifixion, a crown ,Of thorns . fine line between'~ thoughts and "~" 
.spelliDg out the ~~'Qnistian COalition",across.' 'thoughtswhenitConiestocomics.So.nmbothOfthe . 

· his forehead.1bdraw ananalogybetweenMr. Dole's .' .colnics or neither.AiIytbingIess.sUggesis, COrrectlY 
· political burdenS'and me suffe~ of Christ on.the. , 'cor not, a.bias against Chr:iStiaos that no other group . 

, ,.. ' 

'. '· cross is to downplay the latter, a notiOnthannaliy would tolerate'. , .•.. ": :.... .' .•... ' . ' .. 
'pe9ple WoUIddoubtless find oifeDsive.,lmagine:,· .. 1beTimes'treatnieilt:of its cartoons' may 'be ','i. '., alniostarwcartoontreatmentoftheassaSsimltionof,'emblematic 'of a much l8rgerproblemthat"per<' " 

. . Martin LutherKing Jr., Say byagumtJan labeled vades journalisri1. Last·week the Media Jesearch ' .. ' 
\, "affirmative action." Imagine·furtherthat ttiis car-.·;··,Center ;reportedthat .the .nuQor.,netwOlks.·deYOte .. · 

toonwoUldnmduringBl8C1iHistoryMoiltti. You can . only1 percentoftheirtDtalCoverBge to religiOn am: " . 
.' " .+lo". kind ofont.......,. tbatwoUld ~ . . C". '. . ~""""it;..·... the .A...... that there .. " uch ".... , ,'.' '.'guess'~'.c ....._'"! ...... /. ,:.<nes,u.u~"~~. ,~ lS.a.m . . .. . 

" -'., . .... In~.Mr.·Conrad's,worltwasnot.theoDly-.,largeraudiencefor~.than,forexample.sporIS,.. :-,.:-,.-~".:. 
cartoontreatJnentofCbristiaDityavaiJabletotheLA.' .or poIltics. If'omnaIiSts would'start '" a little . 
Times;AS'reported bytbisnewspaper'sJoycePrice: ·.mOre·~ to ~ in their ~ .. :, 
last week,·Johnny Hart, author ofthe'poputar striP.~ might learn to ~ize religiOus b::. 

~ ·''1tC,''drewOne~port:rayedtbecharacter~they~it·· _' ,,I. ..'... ':, ,: ' 
.' I, •• 
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.Rostenkowilld expected to plead guilty to two scmtencins gwdelines. . 
charges By Jan Crawford Greenburg and Lilstmonth, Johnson cfismi.ased obarses thatRoIIteL. 

. Midlael Tackett ChiCago Tribune(KRT) Iicdio Congress abouta1leged schemCs inVolviDs ghost 
. W ASHINOTONIn the end, he Could DOt bear the thought . employees on the payroll, personal purchases at the House 

of a lengthy trial, the dwinClling finances, the Specter of friends stationery store, cash-for-stamPs at the House Post Office 
and family beins forced to testify, the front-page stories day and vehioll, leasea in.his distriot '.' . 
after day. '. '. ..Nevertheless..the government's case was strong,lawyers 

.' Former Rep. Dan RosteDkOwski, a man ~ name always II81d. Am<mg those .who had directly implioated RosteDkowski 
· ~"po~ "'?tten before. it, didn't WIIIIt to put. '. ,,'I' ~'.fo~ Ho~ .Postmaster Ro~ Rota, who pleaded 
himself or his family through It, especiaJly given the . . jjuilty to misdemeaDOr o~.· .' . ' 
oddS he·.t lose and reooive ....... . 'BoJstering the proseoution's confidenCe was a swift . 
,a l<mg prison term. .' . ..verdiot in a o&seagainst one of his a1Ieged ghost 
. To avoid a tria10n a litany of corruptionoharges the . ·payrollers· a former Chicago city employee suffering from 
Chicago Democrat is expected to plead pty to~ felonyadvanood ~n'am-sc.. .' ..... .' .' . 
corruption oharges, possibly as soon as Tuesday. .' .' Lawyers II81d. it washanIto imagine a mOre sympathetic . 

· : Rostenko~ has Iigned aplea agreement that will. give defendant, yet the jury was 1maway~ The employee, Robert 
him 17 montha.m a fcideraJ prison and a SIOOOOO fine . . RU880. was scntc!DDedtolO montha m prison for lyins to a 
'lawyers close to the case in waahinston said. • '.. ' . grand jury investigstins RosteDkowski's fin.aneea.. .' 

Until he enters the plea in U.S. District l11dge Norms' . That case also illustrated how tough the ilJdsecould be 
Holloway J0lm!io1i's courtroom. he can chlmge lilit 1nind. . . On the defenae·DuriDg the .RU880 trial. also in Johnaon's 
Lawyers.olOllO to the Use llliid·they were concCmed that he colJltr9Om, abe often came across as pro-prosceution, 
would be 11Ilder ~ pRllI8Ilre from friends. to rejeet' lawyers said.. ' .... ' . •. -.' ' . .' . 
the plea agreement, Just as he wasaJmost two years ago . For RostenlCowski,. the decwon to plead guilty stands 
when he turned down Ii much better deal. ,.'. m statk contrast to his defiant statements when he was 

But loDgtbiio fiiends and assooistes said they believed first iu)plica~ and then indioted. . ... . ....'. ".. 
he would stand· firm and plead guilty to two of the less' . At a dmmstic Satllrday news conference in July 1993, 
serious cbarses contained in the indictment : with his portrait adorning a wall in the hearini room of .' . 
· "I think he just doesn't WIIIIt to. put his ~ft~'''' the Ways. and Means Committee, Rostenkowski categorically 
throUgh it auymore . . . . , -...u3 pl'09laimed his~. .' . ..: .' . 
and his friends," said·one. "I WIIIIt'to make it absolutely olear that'I have . 

· ~ ~vestigation of RostenkoWlllci be~ as part of an ~tted JlO crime and have engaged in no illegal or . 
mqwry mto abuses at the House Post. Office. ThO probe. . unethicaIconduct.. _. I am frustrated and .angry with' . 

gradually encompassed other allegiltions, includins payin8 these faIae allegations.'. " .'. . 

people for doing little or no offioial work and obtaining " By May 1994, with an indictment imminent, 

gifts ~t taxpayer expense for friends and family. '. . . ~stenkoWBld'B.thcin-la~, Ro~ Bennett. had entered 


tntlmatel)', proseoutors oharged him inMa)' 1994 with 17 .. IDtoplea~ negotiations With prosceutoril: . 
corruption counts for Inegedly defra'lldiilg the govermnCnt .' . Eventua1Jy, ~tt ne8otia~ term.s 11Ilder which 
of more than $660,000 over a 2()..year period. . . ~Wski would plead guilty to a sinsle felony count 

.. Under the. plea agreement, Rostenkowski would not pl~.· of oonceaI.ios a matmaJ faCt, pay a S38,OOO'fine, serve' 
guilty to any cbarses assooiated with the House Post.. ..' Iix monthainjail and reaisnfrom Congress.' . 
Offioo, such as trading stamps ror'cash, one lawyer said. .But Rostenk~ ~ufaged to fight the ease. by such 
Johnson.would have to aooept any deal worked out with ..friends as·former D1ino18 Rep. Marty RU88O; rejected that 

· prosecutors.opUon. and iasuedanother defllllltstatement: ':Federsl ' 
Rostenkowski had repeatedly .maintained his iimocenee . .prolIe!:utors threaten to indiot me if I fail to plead 

m~ ~tly in an in':Crview last month on CNN'a ,,~ . guilty to a series, ~f crimea.I ~d not cOmmit 1 will not 
King Live" But soquamtanoes said the investigstion hIid. ,tiIake..any ~aJs With them. I did not commit anY crimes. My 
taken ali increasing personal and fmancisl toll on the man' . ~Ienoo 18 clear, ••. 1 strongly believe that I am not 

once routinely described as the ••powerful chairman of thetplilty of these obarses aDd will fight to regain my 

House Ways and Means Committee," . . reputation in coUll" . ....., . 


Though the prosceution'scase was no stronger in taCt.' :B.ut ~t reputation already bad suffered greatly. After 

Rostenkowski had just succeeded in getting four counts of his. indictment, I!Ii lost what had been one or.the safest. 

the indictment against him dismissed they said •... . congre~nsl seats in the nation to a political unknown, 


, Rostenkowski seemed in.recent weeks like a man who Was . Republican Michael Flanagsn.That 10811 was perhaps the 

"ready to put it all in.' '. most profound measure of how.far Rostenkowski had faneu. 

. Some who have recently advised him. sai4 the weight of' , , '~investigation that precipitated that rall,' . 

his legal billa, by some estimates well oVer S2 inillion,' .inlnicaJly, started out haviDs nothins to do y.ith the 
'coupled with the un~ fate of a criminal trial added' . congressman or any allegations of oflicial mUconduct. The 
to his decision to enter.a guilty' plea. . . .'. . probe.started Jl!IIIrly'five yem ago when Workers at the 

Within thO last two weeks, he told 100000000frlends iD House Po~ Office discovered that thousands of dollars and 
":ashington. and in Chicago that he was in debt The money . . one of their collc:asues were missins· .... . 
mlsed for hialegill defense, he told them, was all gone, For a long penod,.the probe foc~ primarily on '.' . 

"He cOnfided in friends that he's hard pressed by . . . low-level worbn. But afier.nllDlmOus post oerme worbrs, 
continuins legal bills in exooss of S3 million and' '. .many of theDi patronage employees, were indicted, the probe 
prospects of ;; i million more ifpe went to tr'.aI: a:aid . tumcd to the hierarchy of tbC offioo, then directly' to . 
one Chicago Democmt, speaking on the condition of Rostenkowski. .... ' . ". ..' 
anonymity. . . ." . '. FOrmbrPo~ Rota said as Part ora plea agreement 

Then, about two weeks ago, prosceutors issued a round thait ~~ exchaDged cash for.1Ita!i:ips for a congressman ' 

of subpoenas to. members of RosteDkowski's familj fiiends later Identified as Rostenkowski. Rota provided 


·and former employ~ requesting their appearance 'at his ptosccutors withprecile detaila of dates and amolmts of . 

upcoming trial on a host of.corruption cbarses.' : fedcr.raJ money he said he p8lII!edto RostenJwwski. 
, "That mised the specter again,' said one '. 'The indictment of thO ,former House Post Offioo ohief of 
acquaintanoe:'''It wouldn't just be.painful and 1aldngfor ataff, Joanna.O'Rourke, also impliaateci"the congressman 
him, but for lot of people be cared about.. ' ... , . when it oharged that O'Rourke naed a special House Post 

It also had hceome increasingly clear in the Office account to send by overiii.ght mail perIOnal items to . 
. investigation, now nearing the end or its fifth year, that'. . the home or ~ CODgI1ISIIDWl, later identified 88. . . 

pro8CCutors were confident in their c8se against ~ and . ~~. . . ' .'" . 
t11801ute to win at trial, scheduled to start May IS. .' . The indiotment tlltumcd against him'by a fedeml grand 

If convicted on any one ofthe counts, Rostenkowski Jury ~ent far beyond those allegations, with oharges of 
could face a prison term of 3 to S years undOr fedeml stealing hundreds ofthousands of dollars, obstruction or'· 
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I 	 lescent girls "just say 00;' the governor pro- referellce to the 'then-San Quentin prison.' The question of sexual abuse arises from' 
poses to getafter~eadult fatbers with the where a coilVicted defendant in' a rape case a finding that about 18 percent o(women 17'IjThe crime ofteeri sex threat of prosecution and jail sentences for ,mightdo time.," ',' or younger who have had intercourSe were, 

, " - , ' , ' statutory .-ape. The assumption here is that, The Guttmacher Institute's' findings are they say, forced at least once to do so: In 
This year he has proposed to increase ~e a 13· or 14-yeal'..0Id girl can no more give baSed on 1989-1991 s\lrvey data from the, such caSes, the adult male cell,tId be tried for' 

-	 ~ I • 

"By Arnold Beichman ' 

0;. , ' , 1996-1997 cost to, $16rilillion. What is meaningful consentto sexual actiVity than >National Maternal and Infant Health Sur~' aggravated sexmil assaulL . ' 
ne o( supr,eme ~ou,~t Justice ~liv~r t1!lusual a?out th,~ proghun" is that it is gO,ing she ~ould 'co,nsent to. work nights as a, strip-" v.ey. of the National cent,er for Hea!th, St;'1- In ,ca~i,,fornia. a S,uryey' showed. tha,t of 

, Wendell Holmes' Wisest maxtmS'lS to deal ,With a crIme ,long IgJJ!)red by state , per lOa bar. , , ,tlstlcs, 'A: full-report ofthe survey IS to be 47~OO births to teen-age mothers 10 1993,' 
'that it's sometimes more important to' arid IQ(;:algovernmetlts: "-, '. • -, California is facing a dramatic statewide f(lUnd'in the August 1995 issue of the jour- a~ many as two-thirds were fathered by men 

emphasize the obvious 'than -to elucidate One-fifth of the governor's 1995-1~6 $12 increase in out-of-~edlockpregnancies. ' 'who were of post-high school age. With ' 
,the obscure., " ,millionappropriation-:.-$2.4.million~wl!s Whereas in the 1960s in California 10 per-, ' , ' highschoolgirls,fathersaveraged4.2YeaI1> 
. '. Th,e ~~vio~s is th.e fac~thatmenwho have , budgete.d for t!t~ Pn:!secutionof me,Ii who cent of ~irths were to 'u~mari'ied'w?men, , StlitutO"" rane' used to,be,' 'older th~m theirpartners. With junior high 
sexual:relations With girls below the legal 1 engage msex Wlth,gIrls under,18, the Cal- today births tounmarned women of aU , OJ., 1:' " , ' school mothers, the fathers were on average 

" age,of consent are c~mmitting ~e crime of ifornia age of ~onsent ~r the coming fis- ,~ges ~ccoimt for more than30 percent of all' ,penalized.. ' 6.7 years olaer:' ",,'," ~,. ' 
statutory rape; a,crIme for which they,call ' cal year, Mr. Wilson has mcreased the pros- ' lIve births. In '1994, nearly one-fourth of all ',' , " " The survey showed, tha,t among ,Cahfor

,go:tojail. Rarely is there such a prosecution.. ecu,tion fund by'$6 million for a total of$8.4 births to unmarried women.in California nia mothers ~etweefi the ages oft1 to 15,51 
Perhaps it is regarded as politically incor- ,million. The objective is to strengthen were to teens,age19 or ytlUnger. '. ,'. ' ' " ',,', percent of the fathers were .adults,,40 per- I.' 

reet to try the male responsible for adoles- , ' enforcement' Of statutory rape' laws, . According to the Gl:lttmacher Institute, ,'nal Family planning Perspectives. ' cent.were high school t;Joys, 9 j;!ercentjunior 
cent pregnancy for whatis defined as a statewide: Every state has a statutory rape the majority of births nationally to adoles- BetWeep.1989 and1,991, 10,000 underage high school boys. Another survey in the ' 
crime instate penal codes. ,'" .' "law which prohibits adult males from hav- cent women (70percenfin 1992) OccurQut mothers were interviewed. The survey state of Washington showed that of 535 

. Calif()rrua Gov.' Pete'Wilson. has under~, ing sexual intercourse with gids under the 'of wedlock. At h~ast half of the, babies born', fO\1tld that half of the fathers of b~bies born mothers ages 12 to17 , the average age of the , 
taken-to en:tphasize, the obvious. Last year age of conSent~ States nave differe~t age to teen-age girls are fathered by· adults. to mothers between ages 15 and 17 were 20 ' fatherwas 21t.More than two-thirds oftllEise 
he proposed a teenage pregnaJ1(:y,preven-.. : limits, from 16 ~Q 18, ',' , . ' , . . These adults are violating a law that has for years of age,or older. 1Wentyper cent of the teen-age mothers said they had been sexu
tion program with a$12 million price tag: 'Tbe' Wilson policy represents a major', toolotig been more honored in the breach ' fathers were six or more years older than ,ally abused.' , ' •. , 

, " ' .. change in the ilPproach 'to, teenage preg-, 'than, the observance., '_ ' ," ',' the teeq-ag/i:! mothers.'The survey found a It is possible that 'a few jail sentences for ' 
",.' ' . ' '.' . nancy, Ins!ead of pressuring teen-age .., Statutory rape; used to be penalize.d.. significant cOrrelation ill 'age ,betWeen the' statutory rape - anc!why not,prQgecutions 
,Arnold Betchman,J1Hooverlnstituhon mothers With threats of welfare-benefit That's why a long ttme ago, the coarse allit- , sex partners: the younger a mother was, the 'for pedophilia as well? - may, influence' 

research felloW, is (l Washington Times cutbacks or di~tributing'coridoms in.· the erative' expressiQn forgiris under the age of', greater the age difference between the girl. adultmal¢s to leave children alone. Go to it, 
.' colll.mnist . , ,',' classroom, or telling • pubescent and ado- consent was' "Quentin, Quail:' This' Was a ' and her partner.' " , , " Governor Wilson." , 
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How not to control 

chemical.weapons 

By Kathleen Bailey 

Biotechnology, pharmaceutical 
and chemical companies 
beware! The U.S. Senate may 

soon ratify an arms-control. treaty 
whose verification provisions .will 
have have profound repercusSions 
for companies which depel)d on pro
prietary formulae and processes for 
their competitive edge. 

The treaty, caUed the Chemical 
Weapons Convention, is intended to 
ban chemical weapons. It llllows 
international inspectors, under a 
processc 
to enter any faci 
States or other party to the treaty. 

The inspectors may take and ana
lyze samples, as well as interview. 
personnel and review pertinenf 
records to try to assure that there is 
no prohibited activity. All facilities 
- not just chemical manufacturing 
sites - are· subject to challenge 
inspections because chemical 

. weapons are so easy to produce in 
. sinall, nondescript locations. 

Despite these intrusive measures, 
cheating is unlikely to be detected, 
as Director of Central Intelligence 
John Deutch has acknowledged. 

Not only will the verification 
scheme not work, it poses a genuine 
threat to U.S. industry. The danger 
is that an inspector may observe or 
collect information for reasons 
unrelated to treaty verification. 
What if a knowledgeable inspector 
happens to notice critical process 
information during a chaUenge visit 
to a pharmaceutical firm? Will he 
keep the seCret. when he returns 
home, even if offered incentives to 
share it? Or, what ifan induslTiaI spy 
is placed as an inspector visiting a 

Kathleen Bailey" works for 
Lawrence Livermore National Lab
oratory. . 

U.s. biotechnologyfirm? Will anyone 
notice the samples she clandestine
ly takes? Although the treaty recog
nizes the need to protect propri
etary information, it will be 
exceedingly difficult to do. 

'lreaty proponents point out that 
. 	there is a mechanism for dealing 

with abusive or frivolous chaUenge 
inspection requests: The treaty's . 
Executive Council may, not later 
than 12 hours after receiving the 
inspection request, decide by a 

Cheating-is unlik£1y to 
. be detected. . 

three-quarters majority whether to 
deny the'request:,The Executive 
Council is comprised of 41 mem-' 
bers: nine African, nine Asian, five 
Eastern European, seven Latin 
American and Caribbean, one 
shared by Asia and Latin America 
and 10 from Western Europe and 
others (the United States is an 
"other"). No seat is reserved for any 
country, including the United States, 
this even though the U.S. portion of 
the treaty's budge~ is 25 peri:ent. 

The.odds of a U.S. company win
ninIi an appeal in such a short time
frame with suchan Executive Coun
cil is probably law. Another option for 
a company objecting to a senseless 
inspection is to tum to the U.s. Con
stitution, whose Fourth Amendment 
guarantees against, unwarranted 
searches and seizures. The problem 
is that anycol.irt~~i!will PrO~
ably follOW an Inspection. ProPri
etary information may already have 
been lost by that time. If this lreaty 
presents such dangers to U.S. busi
ness interests, why haven't compa
nies objected to it? . 

I decided to find out by calling a 

number of U.S. pharmaceutical and 
blotechi1OIO!,'Y firms. None. of the 
companies had heard of the treaty. 
Similarly, I learned that few chem
ical companies are aware of the 
treaty, although they will bear the 
brunt of the requirements to file 
production declarations and submit 
to routine as well as challenge 
inspections. 'Nevertheless, tlie 
Chemical Manufacturers Associa
tion and some chemical companies 
advocate the treaty. 

There are at least three reasons for 
this support. One is that t1ie chemi
cal industry does not want to be on 
the side of the devil. No U.S. firm 
wants to'explain why it opposes a ban 
on chemical weapons. It would be a 
public relations nighlTOare. 

A second reason is commercial. 
ly believe that the 
U.S. export controls 

on cnemlcalS by supplanting the 
Australia Group, a Western cartel 
that limits exports of a wide range 
of chemicals. The new lTeaty also 
requires export cOntrols, but on a 
smaUer number of chemicals. U.S. 
officials say; however, that the Unit
ed States supports the continuation 
of the AuslTalia Group regardless. 
The chemical treaty thus is not like
ly to bring export-control relief:· 

A. third reason is the mistaken 
belief that not ratifying the treaty 
Will inhibit U.S. lTade in chemicals. 
The treaty does prohibit parties 
from importing certain chemicals 
from nonparties. But the restric
tion applies only to sales. of highly 
dangerous noncommercial chemi
cals usable in or as weapOns-corn
poWlds in which there is little or no 
trade by U.S. companies anyway. 
Trade In common commercial 
chemicals would be unaffected. 
. The treaty verification scheme 

will have serious effects on U.S. 
businesses, yet won't accomplish 
the intended goal ofcatching che.at
Ing. American companies should 
take a close look at the Chemical 
Weapons Convention now. If they 
wish to object, they must act quick
ly. The Senate FOreign Relations 
Committee voted out the treaty on 
Thursday and the full Senate may 
soon ratify: it. 

Women show the sporting spirit 

·aybe you:re sick of reading 

, . about the overpaid basket
balI creeps who bead-butt 

referees, shout obscenities at the 
crowd, run halfway down the court 
without bouncing the ball, shove 
and elbow opponents as long as they 
can get away with it, and act as 
though they're the only player in the 
arena when they slam dunk the ball. 

. I'm not writing as a woman who 
is suddenly shocked to discover that 

athletes are often 
coarse, rude, 
ruthless and 
SlUmped for all, 
answer. when 
someone wishes 
t1iem good morn
ing. My father 
was a sports pro.- , 
moter, and I grew 
up in a house 
where boxers

Suzanne 	 with cauliHower 
ears and assorted 

M 

FIelds Washington Red
. skins and Sena

tors drank Scotch whiskey with 
steak at the dinner table. When we 
talked about the Washington Sena
tors, we.ta1ked baseball, not politics. 

I have no more illusions about 
athletes than I do about politicians. 
I've seen them· up 'close and·per
sonal. But I do care about the ele
gance of spor!, the graceful body 
that defies gravitY while working 
magic with a ball or bat, whose skill· 
connects talent with teamwork, who 
competes to· win, ,but who deep 
down understands it's how you play 
the game by the' rules that allows 
you to win. . 

The crowd may whoop it up when 
Dennis Rodman Of the Chicago Bulls 
bangs his ·head against a referee, 
crashes a water cooler, strips off his 

Suzan"", Fields, a rolumnist for 
The: Washington Times, is nationally 
syndicated. Her rolumn appears 
.here Monday and Thursday. 

jersey and shouts the four-letter 
words that comprise his vocabulary, 
butanyone who loves the game thinks 
he was lucky the league was sowimpy 
as to suspend him for only six games 
and to be fmed only $20,000. After all, 
the San Antonio Spurs got rid of this . 
consummate rebounder because they 
believed his mean, selfish, erratic 
behavior cost them the playoffs in 
two 'earIier seasons. 

Some fans even want the rules 
made stricter, to raise the baskets'to 
make the slam dunk less dependent 
on' rampant pituitary glands, to 
enforce the rule against "lraVeling" 

Women's basketbaU, the magazine 
reports, is gaining in popularity now 
that better-lTained athletes are play
ing it and cable TV is showing more 
ofit. Some men scoffthat male view

,ers only watch it to watch jiggling 
female flesh, but that seem!!. to be 
only a smaU part of the reasdl'rwhy 
the American Basketball League will 
launch eight teams this taU. Players
will earn about $70,000 each. 

Women's basketball no longer has 
to lure spectators as it did in the 
1940s, with beauty contests and 
players in sexy satin uniforms 
exposing bare midriffs. The 

Women's basketball no longer has to lure 
speCtators with beauty contests andplayers in 
seXy satin uniforms exposing bare midriffs. 

(or else dispense with the dribble 
altogether)_ 

Norare real fans of the game cry-' 
ing over the seven-game suspension 
and $25,000 fine for Nick Van Exel of 
the Los Angeles Lakers. for head
butting a referee. No team will win 
for long by beating up the referees, 
though you have to give these head· 
butting players credit for under
standing that by using their heads 
they are risking the least vulnerable 
part of their bodies as weapons. 

Not so long ago, basketbaU was 
not a contact sport. Stephen Smith, 
the editor of Civilization magazine, 
whose daughter plays on !ter high
school basketball team, observes 
that the way the women play the 
game makes real fans nostalgic for 
the game' as we once knew it. The 
women aren't as fast as the boys, but 
they're just as fearless; often as 

'reckiess, and th, If Mr. Rodman and Mr. Van Exel 
and teamwork are ever suspended again (and they 
have is the crude swagger. (Nobody no doubt will do something to 
remembers the last time one of the deserve it again), maybe they should 
women was arrested for'off-court , be exiled to a women's league. The 
rape and mayheQl.) , ladies might civilize them. ' 

, woman's version of the sport has 
come a long way from·the one-drib
ble game that Senda Berenson, a 
phys-ed teacher, introduced to her 
students at Smith college in 1892 to 
prepare them for the working world 
ofcompetition. . 

It's not likely that basketball 
equips women any'more than it 
equips men for competition in the 
larger world, where brawn is less 

, important than brains, unless' you 
count those who get big contracts 
with Nike, Reebok and Converse. 

But the competitive game sure 
beats playing for an amateur all

·;women's six-team league in North
ern Virginia, made up mostly of 
women over 40, who have no rules, 
no coaches, no fouls, no rankings, no 
playoffs, and most important ofaU, . 
they don't keep score. They do have 
rere~, though it's not clear why. 

i,
! . 

I ~ 
'.~. ~ 

~If 
~ fj
!-<:-=" 
~e· 

~i 
t; = 
~r 
8 t1 


