
I 

. , 

" . 

Crime Fell 7Percent in '98,

"~' <... I 
~cmtinuinga7.Year Trerd 


(. By FOX BUTrERFIELD 
ertme in the United . States 

dliil'ped sharply last year, the sev­
enth consecutive year it has fallen, 
ac'cXirding to preliminary figures re­
leased by the Federal Bureau of In­
v~ation yesterday. 

lbe number of violent crimes and 
Pr9perty crimes each fell 7 percent 
in· 1.998, creating the largest annual 
decline since crime began to .de­
c~1ise in 1992.' 

The biggest decrease occurred in 
robbery, which fell 11 percent, fol­
'low'ed by a io .percent: deCline in 
motor vehicle theft and an 8 percent 
decll.ne in murder, the bureau said in 
its.innual Uniform Crime Report. 

lRe decline in robbery, by far its 
largest single-year decrease in the 
1~0:s, is particularly significant, 
sakl Alfred Blumstein, a criminolo­
gis(at Carnegie Mellon University, 
be<:ause it reflects a diminished de­
mand for crack cocaine, which had 
driVen violent crime rates up in the 
1980.'s. "For people who are heavy 

. drug users,robbery is a favorite way 
to~get drugs," ProfessOr Blumstein,. 
said. 
'In addition, he said, the drop in 
robbery may be attributed to the 
vitality of the economy. The econ­
omy has become so strong that it is 
reaching into the inner cities and 
p~viding jobs, even if low-paying 
job!!, to unskilled young people who 
haa... previously turned to selling 

. d_ because they were shut out of 
the job market. . 

Criininologists pointed to several 
other factors that appear to be be­
hiJ'ld the drop in crime. though they' 
aciig,.owledged that it was impossible 
to;nieasure them preCisely. These 
inelUde a huge increase in the num· 
beI:'~of people behind bars. more. 
imagmative police strategies, tighter 
gun:~ control laws and widespread 
cottpnunity programs to work with 
trOubled:young people; '--. ­

. ~eyond these factors, said James 
Alaii Fox, dean of the college of crim­
inaIJustice at Northeastern Univer­
sit,y;there appears to be a kind of 
contagion effect. "The more crime 
drops. the more laWfulness becomes 
the. norm. as. opposed to . lawless­
n~s," he said. 

I 
A n economic 
expansion is helping . 

I 
to keep robbery rates . 
down. 

. 

. Professor Fox said the ~ven~year 
drop in crime. the longe~tI unmter- ~l
rupted decline since the 1950's, un­

derscored an important Point: that 

school shootings like the tecent at-: 

tack in Littleton, Colo., "are a: statis- • 

tical aberration." I : 


"For most of our kids. school is the : 

safest place to be," Professor Fox: 

said. Violence in school is' far lower: 

than violence in the home, in many'. 

children's 'neighborhoods or in areas 

around schools, he said. I 


For criminologists, Professor Fox 
said, the biggest question how is how 
long the decline in crime can last. 

The F.B.I:.report me~ures seri- : 
ous crimes including the violent: 
crimes of murder, rape, robbery and 
aggravated assault and tIie property 
crimes of burglary, larc!'lny, motor 
vehicle theft and arson. The report is 
based on arrest data supplied by 
local police forces. . I . 

. The report said rape and aggra­
vated assault had both Idropped 5 
percent, while burglary and arson 

. each had fallen 7 percent. Only lar­
ceny, Which includes petty theft like 

shoplifting and pickpocketing, 

showed no decrease. I 


The declines in crime were gener- : 

ally highest in the natiqn's largest: 

cities, apparently a reflection of ; 

more intense police effons. Murder, 

for example. fell 11 percent in cities 

with a population over one· million. 

but only 6 percent in Citie~ of 50,000 to 

100 000 and not at all in cities of 

10,000 to 25,000. Only the ~ublJrbs had. 

anincrease•. of 2.percent. In !:Ioml- ..

cides. ... - - j _.'. 


Homicides in New York fell to 633 . 

in 1998, from 770 in 1997, the report • 

said, with New York i:lropping to sec­

ond place in reported homicides for 

the first time in memory. Chicago 

surpassed New York with 694 homi-. 

cides. 
 . 
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About 85 percent of those polied new information technology projects 
said that spending would have to rise to pay for Year 2000 work. In' part
beyond current estimates; mostly to 

",Companies Lagon Year 200() Repairs, StudySays' 
because of the attention to contingen­

November and 12 percent last Au, The surveys, which are sponsored support more testing and the cre­ cy planning. which involves business' 
By IIARNABYJ. FEDER ation of emergency command cen­gust. . by CAP Gemini America, a New managers'ln addition to technology

'ters and other, contingency plans , The number of companies that Yor.k consulting firm; are carried out ,specialists, the percentage of work
,aimed at keeping business running The largest companies In the na· have actually encountered a CO)1lput~ by Howard A. Rubln,j'llJ Information done Internally has Jumped to 82'despite any Year 2000 glitches.'

tion continue to fall behind .thelr er failure stemming from Year 2000 technology ,researclier based In percent from 60 percent in Novem-Projects are slipping .past their ex­
schedules for Year 20PO repairs, and date miscalculations jumped to 72 ' Pound Ridge, ,N.Y. The respondents ber. " 'pected deadlines at 92 percent of t~e 

:: most suspect that their budget esti· percent In April from 55 percent In are typically chief Information offi- ,', 'For all the.problems, the;respond­companies.
. mates . for the remaining· work are the previous survey; which was cOIJl­ cers or project managers; , , ents'seem confident In' thelrabllliy to·~It·s typical Information te,chnol· 

too low, according to a survey in pleted In November. Eight percent of "Everyone' agrees there will be manage their way through Year 2000ogy," said Prof. Leon A. Kappelman,:
; April that was the latest In' a closely the 152 Fortune 500 companies and some sort of disruptions," Mr. Rubin ' a software management expert !It disruptions. Three out of four' said 
, watched series that began in 1994. 14 Government agencies responding saId. "The, real Issue Is going to be the University of North Texas. "You that their Year 2000 programs will,'&1 . About 22 percent :say they do not said they had severed relations with how you maintain business continu­ don't get any recognition until, the give them a competitive advantage. 

.J::r ,,' expect to have all of their critical a supplier,. customer or partner be­ Ity." , " " . , 'last 30 days that your project Is going the survey found. 

~ "~ ~,systems tested ana ready to adjust cause of Year 2000 problems. This Is . The fear Is that computers will to be late." ' 
o ' , when the clock ticks over to Jan. I, the first time that such moves have break down because, they re'ad the More than"a third now report that z, ~ 

2000. That Is uP, fro!fl 16 percent In been reported. year 2000 as 1900. ' '-.,.. . their companies are cutting back on THE FRESH AIR FUND: 1877..1999't:l ~ 
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