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I. ~ ,PURPOSE 

To show your support for S.A.F.E. Color~dC)'s state ballot irrltiative to close the gun show 
loophole, and to urge the Congress topassfederal gun safety legislation ... 

II. . BACKGROUND' 

Today in Denver, you will participate in a citizen rally, of approximately 3,000 people, 
sponsored by S.A.F.E: Colorado in support of a statewide ballot initiative to close the gun 
show loophole. You will highlight the leadership thatColorado and other 'states are now 
de~onstrating on gun safety - but you will' also pointout that national legislation is 
needed to address this national problem .. For over nine months, Congress has failed to ,act 
on the gun legislation passed by the Senate last May. That legislation includes a measure 

. requiring background checks for all sales at gun'shows, and it served as the model for the' 
Colorado ballot initiative. Today you will again challenge Congress to'putthe interests 

. ofAmerican 'families above those ofthe gun lobby and topass common-sense gun 
legislation before departing for recess at the end of this week. 

In September, Governor Bill' Owens and Attorney General Ken SalaZar announced their 
support for a bipartisan five-point plan to reduce gun violence that included a provision to 
close the gun showloophole. House Minority Leader Ken Gordon championed the ' 
initiative in the House, but there was no sponsor in the Senate. The bill passedout of the 
House Judiciary Committee in la~e January by one vote, but failed later in mid-February 
to pass out of the House Appropriations Committee by-one vote when a previously 
undecided member caved into. pressure from the gun lobby and voted against the . 
measure;' On March 8, 2000, SAFE Colorado filed their ballot initiative to require' 
background checks at gun shows that is largely based on the Administration's gun show 
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bill. In order to get the meas~~ on the ballot in November, SAFE Colorado ~'Ust collect 
62,000 signatures by August The Rocky Mountain Gun Owners has vowed to stall the 
referendum by filing a lawsuit on p~ocedural grounds ~ith the Colorado Supreme Court. 
This tactic will postpone signature collection un~il early May, but SAFE expects to easily 
win the case. ' 

The Gun Show Loophole:' Providing Criminals With Easy Access To Firearms. 
Every year, an estimated 5 million peopie attend over 4,400 gun shows in convention 
centers, school gyms, and on fairgrounds across our nation. While most people who buy 
and sell guns at gun shows are law-abiding citizens, a dangerous trend is emerging: ' 
criminals, juveniles and other restricted pe~sons are exploiting, a loophole under current 
law that allows unlicensed individuals to sell guns at gun shows without conducting 
background checks or keeping the records necessary to help law enforcement trace a gun 
used in a crime. Since unlicensed individuals account for up to 50 per~ent ofall sellers at ' 
gun shows, this loophole has made gun shows a prime location for illegal activities. In 
response to a presidential directive, the Departments of Treasury and Justice released a 
study last year doc:umenting 314 gun show investigations linked to over 54,000 crime 
guns; 46percent of the investigations involved the purchase or sale of firearms by felons 
and 34 percent involved the sale of firearrils later used in' serious crimes. 

. . . . 

Colorado Citizens: 'Taking ActionTo Close The Deadly Gun Show Loophole. 

Citizens working with S.A.F.E. Colorado filed the state ballot initiative to close the gun 

show loophole in March after the Colorado state legislature failed to pass gun show " 


, legislation supported by Governor Bill Owens. S.A.F.E. (Sane Alternatives to the 
,Firearms Epidemic) Colorado is a bipartisan organization. that lobbies in support of 

reasonable gun laws. ,The' gun show ballot initiative is modeled on the Administration's 

gun show measure that passed the Senate last May, requiring background checks and 

recordkeepingfor all 'firearms sales at goo, shows and providing law enforcement up to 


, three business days to complete background checks. In order to get the initiative onto the 
ballot this November, S.A.F.E. Colorado must collect at least 62,000 signatures in 
support by August. But the gun lobby has vowed to block the initiative and its stalling 
tactics at every tum have cut the amount of time available to collect the needed 
signatures. Today you vyill remind the people of Colorado of their power to make their 
voices heard, and will urge them to stand up to the gun lobby and its allies. A recent 
survey shows that the ballot initiative has th~ supporlof83 percent of Colorado voters. 

Calling,On Congress To Close The Gun Show Loophole Nationwide Before Recess. 
Your participation at today's rally comes just one day after you joined Governor Parris 
Glendening for the signing ofa new comprehensive gun safety law in Maryland requiring 
built-in child safety locks on all handguns. You will note that action on the state level is 
making a powerful difference. ,At the same time, you will also' underscore the importance 
of pursuing a strong national framework for our gun laws. You will point out that a 
patchwork of inconsistent state gun laws enables criminals to exploit loopholes in states 
with weaker laws and commit crimes in states with stronger laws. ' Youwill also point out 
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that Congress can pass lifesaving new gun laws far more quickly than all 50 states. Yet ' 
" for over nine months, Congress has failed to act on common sense gun safety legislation 

that would require background .checks at gun shows; mandate child safety locks with , 
every, handgun sold; ban the importation of high capacity ammunition clips; and bar the , 
most violent juvenile offenders-from possessing firearms when they become adults. 
Today you will once, again urge congressional leaders to take action on this legislation; , 
before they recess this week. ' 

III. PARTICIPANTS 

Briefing Participants: 

Karen Tramontano 

Bruce Reed 

Joe Lockhart 


, Leanne ShimabuK!!,TO 

J,eff Shesol 


Meet and Greet Participants: ' 

See attached list. 


Stage Participants: 

Former Governor Richard Lamm(D-CO) 

Representative Diana DeGette (R-CO) 

Attorney General Ken Salazar CD-CO) 


,Mary Estil'i Buchanan, Former Secretary of State (R-CO), S.A.F.E. Colorado Board of 
DirectQrs , 

J.D. MacFarlane, Former Attorney General (D-CO), S.A.F.E. Colorado Board ,of 
Directors 


Steven Fost~r, S.A.F.E. Colorado Board of Directors 

David Sprecace, S.A.F.E. Colorado Board ofDirectors 

Michael Barnes, President, Handgun Control, Inc. 


Npte: Representative Gephardt will be in the VIP section of the Rally. 

Program Participants: 
YOU 
Mayor Wellington Webb (D- Denver, CO) 

, ArD.old Grossman, Co~President, S.A.F.E. Colorado 
John Head, Co-President, S.A.F.E Colorado 

, Tom Mauser, Political Director, S.A.F.~. Colorado, and father of Columbine shooting 
victim 
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· IV. PRESS PLAN 

Open Press. 

V. . . SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

YOU will be greeted by"the stage participants and proceed backstage. 
YOU will greet S.A.F .E. Colorado representatives and supporters backstage .. 
Representative DeGette, Governor Richard Lamm,Attorney General Ken Salazar, I 

Mary Estill Buchanan, J.D. MacFarlane, Michael Barnes, Steven Foster, and David 
Sprecace will be anno.unced onto the stage. \ . . 
YOU will be announced onto the stage, accompanied by Mayor Wellington Webb, 
Arnold Grossman, John Head, and Tom Mauser.· 
Mayor Wellington Webb will make remarks and introduce Arnold Grossman. 
Arnold Grossman will make remarks and. introduce John Head. 
John Head will m8ke remarks and introduce Tom Mauser. 
Tom Mauser will make remarks and introduce YOU. 
YOU will make remarks, work a ropeline, and depart. 

VI. REMARKS 

To be provided by Speechwriting. 

VI. ATTACHMENT 

List of Meet and Greet Pi:lrticipants .. 
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.. S.A.F.E. Colo~ado Meet & Greet Participants 
iApril12,2000 . 

. David Bailey, Norwest Bank,-Denver, <to ..... 
. . ' . I " 

Robert L. Cohen, Insurance Management Associates, Denver, CO '. . 

Steve Farber, Attorney, BroWIjstein, Hyatt, and Farber, Denver, CO -lives in Englewood, CO 

Joyce Foster, City' Councilwoman, Denter, CO . . .' , 

Steven Foster, Rabbi, Temple Emanuel) Denver, CO 

Carl Friedman, Repertoire Capital Ven~es, Englewood, CO 

Ben Gelt, S.A.F.E. Students, Denver, cb* 

Arnold Grossman, Co-President, S.A.F.E. Colorado 


I 

Pat Hamill, CEO Oakwood Homes, Castle Pines, CO 	 , 
John Head, Co-President, S.A.F.E. Col6rado '. ' • : . ." ... , '. 

Marshall Kaplan, Executive Director, I~stitUte for Policy,University of Coloraq.o, Denver, ·CO 

Donald Kortz, CEO; Fuller & Company~ Denver, CO. 

Steve Leatherman, Investor/EntrepreneJr, Den~r, CO ... '. . " . 

Randi Lee,' Randi Lee Goldworks (Gues~ of Arnold Grossman), Englewood, CO 

Tom Mauser, Political Dir~ctor, S.A.F.E. Colorado 

Paul Mirage, CEO, Chef America~ Engl~wood, CA ' 

Eddie Robinson, Robinson Dairy, Denyer, CO', . " 

Mary Rossick-Kem, Volunteers of Ame~ica,Castle Rock, CO 


., '. I ' 

Jared Schutz, Profiowers.com, Boulder, ~O . 

Mike Shaw, CEO, Shaw Buick Saab Chevrolet, Englewood, CO 


. I 

Linda Shoemaker, Brett FamilyFounda~on, Boulder, CO 
. Charles Steinbrueck, Retail Venture Partp.ership, Denver, CO . 

Michael Srriith, Basin Exploration, Englewood, CO 
Terry Vitale, New West Publishing, Englewood, CO 
David Winkler, S:A.F.E. Students, Denver, CO* . 
Daniel Yohannes, President, US Bank, D1enver, CO 

I' 

. 	 I 
*NOTE: You met the youth co-leaders of S.A.F.E. students when they visited Washington, D.C. 
to lobby Congress on gun legislation in J~ly 1999. . . . . 	 !..,'':'~':'~:: '.:. 


I 
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PRESIDENT CLINTON: :STANDING WITH COLORADO VOTERS 

TO CLOSE ~HE GUN SHOW LOOPHOLE 


i April 12, 2000 

i ' 
Today in Denver, President Clinton willI participate in a citizen rally sponsored by SAFE 
Colorado in support of a statewide ba1l9t initiative to close the gun show loophole. The , 
President will highlight the leadership that Colorado and other states are now demonstrating on 

I 

gun safety -- but he will also point out that national legislation is needed to address this national 
problem. For over nine months, Congr~ss has failed to act on the gun legislation passed by the 
Senate last May. That legislation includes a measure requiring background checks for' all sales at 
gun shows, and it served as the model f?r the Colorado ballot initiative. The President today will 
again challenge Congress to put the interests of Am~rican families above those,ofthe gun lobby 
and to pass common-sense gun legislati~n before departing for recess at the end of this week. ' , 

, I 
THE GUN SHOW LOOPHOLE: PROVIDING CRIMINALS WITH EASY ACCESS TO 
FIREARMS. Every year, an estimated! 5 million people attend over 4,400 gun shows in 
convention centers, school gyrps, and o~ fairgrounds across our nation. While most people who 
buy and sell guns at gun shows are law-~biding citizens, a dangerous trend is emerging: 
criminals, juveniles and other restricted persons are exploiting a loophole under current law that 
,allows unlicensed individuals to sell guns at gun shows without conducting background checks 
or keeping the records necessary to help Ilaw enforcement trace a gun used in a crime. Since 
unlicensed individuals account for up to!50 percent ofall sellers at gun shows, this loophole has 
made gun shows a prime location for ill~gal activities. In response to a presidential directive, the 
Departments of Treasury and Justice rel~ased a study last year documenting 314 gun show 
investigations linked to over 54,000 crirrte guns; 46 percent of the investigations involved the ' 
purchase or sale of firearms by felons an'd 34 percent involved the sale of firearms later used in 
serious crimes, including homicides. I ' 

1 
, COLORADO CITIZENS: TAKING ACTION TO CLOSE THE DEADLY GUN SHOW 

1 ' 

LOOPHOLE. Citizens working with Sl\FE Colorado filed the state ballot initiative to close the 
gun show loophole in March after the cdlorado state legislature failed to pass gun show ' 
legislation,supported by Governor Bill gwens. SAFE (Sane Alternatives to 'the Firearms : 
Epidemic) Colorado is a bipartisan organization that lobbies in support of reasonable gun laws. 

. I • 1 

The gun show ballot initiative is modeled o~ the,Administration's gun show measure that passed 
the Senate last May, requiring backgrourld checks and reco~dkeeping for all firearms sales at gun 
shows and providing law enforcement up' to three business days to complete background checks. 
In order to get the initiative onto the ba1l6t this November, SAFE Colorado must collect at least 
62,000 signatures in support by August. iBut the gun lobby has vowed to block the initiative and 
its stalling tactics at every turn have cut the amount oftime available to collect the needed 

[ 

signatures. The President today will remind the people of Colorado of their power to make their 
voices heard, and he will urge them to st'¥ld up to the gun lobby and its allies. A recent survey 
shows that the gun show ballot initiative ras the support of ~3 percent of Colorado voters. , 

I 
, ' 

' ,
CALLING ON CONGRESS TO CLOSE THE GUN SHOW LOOPHOLE NATIONWIDE 
BEFORE RECESS. The President's participation at today's rally comes jw;;t one day after he, 
joined Governor Parris Glendening for th~ signing of a new comprehensive gun safety law in , ,I 


I 

1

, I 



Maryland requiring built-in child safet~ locks 'on all handguns. The President will note that 
action'on the state level is making a powerful difference. At the same time, he will also ' 
underscore the importance of pursuing kstrong national framework for our gun laws. He will 
point out that a patchwork of inconsiste:nt state gun laws enables criminals to exploit loopholes in 
states with weaker laws and commit crimes in states with stronger laws. He will also point out 
that Congress can pass lifesaving new gun laws far more quickly than all 50 states. Yet for over 
nine months, Congress has failed to,act :on comm.on sense gun safety legislation that would 
require background checks at gun show~; mandate child safety locks with every handgun sold; 
ban the import<l;tion ofhigh capacity ammunition clips; and bar the most violent juvenile 
offenders from possessing firearms wheh they become adults. Just yesterday, House judiciary 
Committee Chairman Hyde and Repres¢ntative Conyers sent a letter to Senate Judiciary 
Committee:Chairman Hatch urging himlto schedule a meeting to work out their differences on 
pending gun provisions and to make prdgress on the legislation. The President today will once 
again urge congressional leaders to takeiaction on this legislation before they recess this week. 
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I April 12, 2000 

. I 
David Bailey, Norwest Bank, Denver, CO 

I. .
Robert L. Cohen, Insurance Management AssocIates, Denver, CO 

Steve Farber, Attorney, Brownstein, Hyktt, and Farber, D~nver, CO -lives in Englewood, CO 

Joyce Foster, City Councilwoman, Den~er, CO 

Steven Foster, Rabbi, Temple Emanuel,IDenver, CO 

Carl Friedman, Repertoire Capital VentO.res, Englewood, CO 

Ben Gelt, S.A.F.E. Students, Denver, C<D* 

Arnold Grossman, Co-President, S.A.F.E. Colorado 
, 
Pat Hamill, CEO Oakwood Homes, Castle Pines, CO 
John Head, Co-President, S.A.F.E. Colorado 
Marshall Kaplan, Executive Director, In~titute for Policy, University of Colorado, Denver, CO 
Donald Kortz, CEO, Fuller & CompanYJ Denver, CO 
Steve Leathennan, lnvestor/Entrepreneu~, Denver, CO 
Randi Lee, Randi Lee Goldworks (Guest ofArnold Grossma~), Englewood, CO 
Torn Mauser, Political Director, S.A.F.Ei. Colorado 
Paul Mirage, CEO, Chef America, Engliwood, CA 

. Eddie Robinson, Robinson Dairy, Derivir, CO 
Mary Rossick-Kern, Volunteers ofAmeilica,Castle Rock, CO 
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Jared Schutz, Proflowers.com, Boulder, CO 
I 

Mike Shaw, CEO, Shaw Buick Saab Chevrolet, Englewood, CO 
I . 

Linda Shoemaker, Brett Family Foundation, Boulder, CO 
Charles Steinbrueck, Retail Venture Parthership, Denver, CO 
Michael Smith, BasiI~ Exploration, Engliwood, CO 
Terry Vitale, New West Publishing, Englewood, CO 
David Winkler, S.A.F.E. Students, Denv6r, CO* 
Daniel Y ohannes, President, US Bank, denver, co 
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*NOTE: You met the youth co-leaders ofS.A.F.E. students when they visited Washington, D.C . 
.to lobby Congress on gun legislation in JVly 1999. 
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KEEPING GUNS AWAy! FROM YOUTH AND CRIMINALS 
I 

-- The Clinton':C'ore Administration Record -­
I 

I ,

KEEPING GUNS OUT OF THE HANDS OF CRIMINALS 

I ' 

I 
Winning Passage of th~ Brady Bill. Since taking effect in 1994, the Brady Law has helped to 
prevent over a half a million felons, fugitiv¢s, domestic abusers, and other prohibited purchasers from 
buying guns. In November 1998, the Natio,mil Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) 
took effect under the Brady Law, allowing access to a fuller sefofrecords that law enforcement 
officials can use to conduct checks of all prbspective gun purchases' not just for handguns. As of 

I , ' 

March 2000, NICS has conducted over 10thillion background checks on gun purchasers, and stopped 
an (;,:stimated 179,000 illegal gun sales. i 

, \ 
Banning the Manufacture and Importation of 19 of the Deadliest Assault Weapons. The 1994 
Violent ,Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act banned 19 of the deadliest assault weapons and their 
copies, while specifically protecting more than 50 legitimate sporting weapons. Cop-killing assault 
weapons, like the Uzi, ar~ the weapons of c~oice for drug dealers and gangs '- not hunters and 
sportsmen. 'i 

I 
Bani1i~g the Importation of Mod~fied Dea~lly Weapons. In 1998, President Clinton arniounced Ii 
general ban on the importation ofmore thanl50 non-recreational, modified assault weapons. The 
Treasp.ry Department concluded that modified semiautomatic assault rifles that accept large capacity 
military magazines -' or LCMM rifles are riot "particularly suitable for or readily adaptable to 

, , I 

sporting purposes" and are generally not importable. The more than 50 models of firearms' affected by 
the decision are modified versions ofmilitar!r assault weapons that were bimned by the Bush 
Administration in 1989 or by the assault weapons ban of 1994. 

I 
Strengthening Penalties that Apply to Gun-Carrying Criminals and Drug Traffickers. In 
November 1998, the President signed a new iaw to clarify and strengthen the federal penalties that 
apply to violent criminals and drug felons who commit crimes while carrying a gun. This new law 
makes it clear that violent criminals and drug, felons who possess a firearm during the com.niission of a 
federal crime are subject to an additional and mandatory 'sentence of five years. The law provides 
that in addition to the penalties that apply forjunderlying violent or drug crimes - criminals receive a 
mandatory minimum sentence of at least seve;n years for brandishing a firearm and of at least 10 years 
if the firearm is discharged. I ' , 

i 

Cracking Down on' Problem Gun Dealers. lIn February 2000, the President announced new , 
enforcement actions that the ATF will take tolcrack down on problem gun dealers in order to prevent 
guns from entering into the illegal firearms m'arket. While the vast majority of gun dealers are law-

I 

abiding businesspeople, a recent ATF report ~hows the need to focus resources onthe relatively small 
I 

number ofdealers and pawnbrokers who are the source ofmost traced crime guns. President Clinton 
I 

announced new actions ATF will take to targ¢t enforcement and inspection resources on those dealers 
who have high numbers of crime gun traces, whose guns quickly tum up in crimes after sale, and who 

1 ' 
have a poor record of cooperation with law enforcement. 

I ! 

http:Treasp.ry


I 
1 ' 

Strengthening Gun Enforcement Effort~~ Under the Clinton Administration, the number of gun 
prosecutions has increased 16 percent froni 1992 to 1999, and gun crime has decreased by over 35 

, I - .. 

percent. In March 1999, President Clinton, directed the Secretary of the Treasury and Attorney General 
to develop a' national strategy to increase g~n prosecutions and further reduce gun violence. This 
strategy will expand the Administration's successful enforcement efforts like Project Exile in 

I , 

Richmond, VA and Operation Ceasefire iniBoston, MA to more jurisdictions. The strategy includes: 
expanded efforts to identify illegal gun markets and gun "hot spots"; improved coordination with state 
and local law enforcement; closersupervjs~on of gun criminals on parole or probation; and innovative, 
community-based efforts to reduce gun vi6lence. 

Cre.ling a National Gun Buyb.c k progl.m. In 1999. President C linton launched the largest gun 
buyback program in history. The program provides $15 million for public housing authorities to 

, partner with local law enforcement agencie:s to take an estimated 300,000 firearms out of circulation in 
communities nationwide. Cities across thelnation including New York, Chicago and Washington, 
D.C. - have conducted successful gun buy,backs to curtail incidences of gun violence, including , 

accidental shootings, homicides, suicides artd domestic violence. Over 80 public housing authorities, 

including Flint, Michigan and Memphis, Tbmessee, have already committed to conducting gun 

buybacks within the next year. .' i . . 

RESTRICTING YOUTH ACCESS TO GUNS 

I 

I 
Launching the Youth Crime Gun Interdi,ction Initiative. In 1996, President Clinton launched the 

Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative (Y¢GII) in 17 cities to help trace crime guns'to their source, 

as well as identify and arrest the adults whojtraffic firearms to children. Since then, the President has 

expanded the YCGII initiative to 37 cities A.TF agents have conducted more than 200,000 crime gun 


\ 

traces for local law enforcement. In 1998 alone, ATF initiated over 300 investigations in these cities, 
\ ' , 

which involved over 3,300 illegally trafficked firearms. The President's FY 2001 budget proposes to 
increase YCGII to 50 cities with more ATF :agents and additional resources to help more cities to trace 
their firearms. I . 

Issuing Directive on Child Safety Locks f~r Handguns. Child safety locks and other safety devices 
can reduce the unauthorized use ofhandguns, by a child at play or a teen looking to commit a crime. 

I 

Many youth have to look no further than their own home to get their hands on a gun: an estimated 
one-third of all privately-owned handguns ate left both loaded and' unlocked. In March 1997, the ' 
President signed a directive to every federal ~gency, requiring child safety locking devices with all 
handguns issued to federal law enforcement :officers. And, in an historic agreement, eight major.gun 
manufacturers followed the President's lead !and have voluntarily agreed to provide child safety locking 
devices with all their handguns: . I ' , 

i, 
Signing into Law the Youth Handgun Safety Act. In 1994, President Clinton signed into law the 
Youth Handgun Safety Act, which generallyibannedthe possession ofhandguns or handgun 
ammunition by juveniles under the age of 181, and made it a federal offense for adults to transfer 
handguns to juveniles, with limited exceptio¥s. In 1997, the President directed the Treasury 
Department to require that signs be posted oft the premises of Federal firearms licensees and that 
written notification be issued with each handgun sold to non-licensees to help ensure compliance with 
the Youth Handgun Safety Act. II 

. 'I 

\ 
I 
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I . 

Enforcing Zero Tolerance for Guns andiOther Weapons in ·Schools. In October 1994, President 
Clinton signed into law the Gun-Free Schdols Act, requiring school districts to expel students who 

I . . . 

bring guns to school. The President issued a Presidential Directive later that month to enforce the 
"zero tolerance" policy for guns in schoolsleonsistent with the Gun-Free Schools Act. Over tlw 1996­
98 school years, the U.S. Department ofEducation estimates that, under zero tolerance policies, nearly. 
10,000 students were expelled from publici schools for bringing a firearm to school. 

I 
WORKING WITH THE GUN INDUSl1RY TO IMPLEMENT UNPRECEDENTED REFORMS 

I 
Reached historic agreement with Smith and Wesson. On March 17,2000, President Clinton . 

, announced an unprecedented partnership bbtween the government and Smith and Wesson - the largest 
handgun manufacturer in the nation - to bring about meaningful reforms in the way the industry does 
business. The agreement represents the fir~t ti~e a major gun manufacturer has committed to . 
fundamentally change the way guns are designed, distributed and marketed. Key provisions of the 
landmark agreement include: (1) new design standards to make guns safer and prevent accidental 
shootings and gun deaths, with required loyking devices and smart gun technology; (2) new sales and 
distribution controls to help keep guns out bfthe hands ofcriminals inc1udingrestrictions on sales at 
gun shows, required ballistics testing for n~w firearms, and gun safety training requirements for 
purchasers; and (3) a new oversight commission that will work with ATF to help oversee 
implementation of the agreement. . i 

I 
MOVING FORWARD WITH AN AGGRESSIVE AGENDA TO REDUCE GUN VIOLENCE 

i 
Introducing the Youth Gun Crime Enforcement Act. In 1999, the President-unveiled the most 

.. comprehensive gun legislation put forwardlby any Administration in over 30 years. The President's 
legislation would strengthen the Brady Law and the assault weapons ban, restrict access to guns by oUr 

I 

youth and crack down on illegal gun traffic,kers. The President's proposed bill would: (1) require. 
Brady background checks for the purchase bf explosives and at gun shows; (2) raise the age of the 
youth handgun ban from 18 to 2i. years of ~ge; (3) ban youth possession of semi-automatic assault . 
rifles; (4) prohibit violent juveniles from e~er owning guns; (5) require child safety locking devices for 
guns; (6) reduce illegal gun running by limiting the purchase ofhandguns to no more than one per 

.' .' 

month; (7) halt the importation of large cap,acity ammunition magazines (8) help law enforcement trace 
more crime guns to their source; and (9) require a 3-day mandatory waiting period for all handgun' 
sales. . ! 

Proposing the Largest Increase Ever for IGun Enforcement. President Clint~n's FY 2001 budget 
contains an unprecedented $280 million fOf; gun enforcement, to: (1) hire 500 new ATF agents and 
inspectors to crack down on armed criminais and illegal gun traffickers; (2) hire over 1 ,000 ~ew , . 
federal, state and local gun prosecutors to put more dangerous gun criminal behind bars; (3) fund 
comprehensive crime gun tracing and increksed ballistics testi~g -to catch and prosecute more gun 
criminals; (4) fund local media campaigns to highlight penalties for breaking gun laws and proper 
storage ~ffirearms to preyenting child acce~s; and (5) to support research in "smart gun" technologies 
that can limit a gun's use to its authorized o}vner. 
. . . I' 



, . 

I 

Unveiling a State-Based Licensing Propbsal for Handgun Purchases. In this year's State of the 
Union Address, President Clinton proposed a state-based licensing system that would apply to all 
handgun purchases. Under the President's\proposal, individuals seeking to buy a handgun would be 
required to obtain a photo license from their state of residence, and to present the license when they·' 

I. . 

purchase a handgun. States would issue a license only if the applicant has: (1) passed a Brady 
,I . 

background check; and (2) shown proof ofhaving completed a certified safety course or exam. Under 
the President's proposal, state participationlwould be optional,not mandated. For states that choose not 
to participate, federally-approved gun deal~rs or a federalentity would be authorized to issue licenses, 
in an arrangement comparable to the curre* Brady chec~ system. . . 
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Q: 

A: 
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A: 
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I 

I . . 
MSNBC Town Hall on Guns 

I 

! Q&A 
I April 12, 2000 

Is the ready availability of guns responsible for the recent shootings in schools, office 
buildings and places ofworshi~? . .' . , 

; 

These recent shootings 'have a1l6een tragedies, and they all had different fact~rs at play. 
But they did share one key element: gunsin the wrong hands. We need to make sure we 
do everYthing we can to make su're that those who shouldn't have guns cannot get access 
to them. This includes tougher 6nforcement of our gun laws as well as strengthening 

I 

existing laws to keep guns from falling into the hands of criminals, the mentally unstable, 
domestip abusers and perhaps mbst of all, our children. I have asked Congress to help ~s 
to do both, by passing my gun edforcement initiative to fund over 1,000 mo're gun 
prosecutors and 500 new ATF agents and inspectors, and to pass commonsense gun 
legislation that, among other thirtgs, closes the gun show loophole and requires child 
safety locks for new handguns ..,: 

. . I 
Can gun violence be curbed with more laws, or is this a result of a larger societal 
problem? ' , I 

I 

While no single law can prevent ~ll instances of gun violence from occurring, we know 
that stronger gun laws can make II difference in preventing gun crime and accidents. 
When I took office, violent crim~ - especially gun violence - was on the rise for years. 
So, we put into place a strategy ~fmore police on our streets and put strong new laws on 
the books, including the Brady Lllw and the assault weapons ban. The Brady Law alone 
has stopped over half a million g~n sales to felons, fugitives, stalkers, and others who are 
prohibited by law from owning gUns. As a result of our efforts, stronger State gun laws 
and local efforts to curb gun'vioI6nce, gun crime is down 35 percent since 1993 and the 
homicide rate is at its lowest poidt in 31 years. ' 

, I 
But no one thinks gun violence is at an acceptable leveL We could build our success 

I , • , 

immediately if the Congress would pass the common sense gun legislation that has b~en 
languishing for over nine months~ These are simple safety measures we can take - ' 
closing the gun show loophole that allows criminals to buy guns no questions asked at 
gun shows, requiring child safety! locks for handguns to prevent young people from using 
guns to hurt themselves orothers) We know these measures will save lives and there is' 
simply no excuse for sitting on miT hands. 

. \: . 

But ofcourse, we can do more toladdress violence beyond passage of laws. Responsible 
members of the gun industrY can tlo their part by working with us to. make meaningful 
changes in the way they do busin6ss. The media and entertainment industries can help . 
change a culture that too often gl6rifies violence. Schools and conimunity groups can . 
reach troubled youth before their troubles simmer over. And most fundamentally, parents 

I 
can talk to their children, teach thF to resolve their conflicts peacefully, and raise them 

I 
I 



Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

I 
i 
I 

I 
with the right values. I believe tpat if we set our minds to it, and work together, we can 
make this the safest big country in the world. 

Ho~ can parents protect their !children from the dangers of gu~s?' , 
i 

First of all, I think it is important for parents to remember that violent crime and gun 
crime have dropped significantl~ all across the country., Having said that, I believe we, 
can all do more to help make out children safer from gun violence. I would say to ' 
parents that it is important to talk to your children, if they're old enough, about these 

I 

recent shootings. And reassure them t~at these are rare occurrences. Parents should 
remind children that schools are Istill about the safest places in any community. 

I 

I 

Just as importantly, for parents t?athave guns at home, I would urge them to keep their', 
guns safely stored and locked away so that their children cannot get access to them. The 
accidental firearms death rate' fof children under age 15 in the United States is nine times 
higher than in 25 other industrialized nations. This is unacceptable. :UCLA and RAND 
recently released a study that shdwed that over a third of all homes with children had at 
least one firearm. Among those ~omes, 43 percent had at least one unlocked firearm. 
This shows that parents need to take greater ,care to ensure that their Children - or other, 
children ,- cannot use their guns. I ' " ,,', . 

.,' i
Does there need to be more federal gun control laws or should gun control laws be 
done by the states? ' , 

Recently, we have seen more states making progress to enact stronger gun laws. 
Yesterday, I joined the Governo~ ofMaryland as he signed into law a number of common 
sense measures that would, for il1stance, mandate internal child safety locks on handguns' 
and require ~ll gun. pur~hasers to Iget training 'on saf~ stora?e and handling of gu~s .. Last 
week, I was m CahfornIa, where :the Governor has SIgned mto law measures to hmit 
handgun sales to one per month and to ban all "junk guns." These are all important steps 

I ' ' ,
that will help reduce gun violenc~, and I plan to do all I can to help bolster these efforts; 

I, 
However; I still believe that that hnational framework for our gun laws is needed. A 
patchwork of inconsistent state ghn laws allows criminals to obtain guns by exploiting , 
loopholes in states with weaker l~wsto commit crimes in states yvith stronger laws. And 
Congress can pass lifesaving new gun laws far more quickly than all 50 states. Take the 
Brady law. Before we passed thi~ historic law, some states required background checks, ' 
but most of them did not. Back then, criminals who couldn't pass a background check in 
their home state could simply buy guns in neighboring states that didn't require them. ' 
Today, background checks are required in every state and the Brady law has helped block 
over 500,000 felons, fugitives an'~ stalkers from purchasing firearms. 

I' , 
Congress could act immediately to build ~n the success of the Brady law and pass 
common sense gun measures that passed in the Senate last spring that included measures 
requiring background checks at gun shows and mandating the sale of child safety locks. 

I 

Instead, the Congress has allowed this lifesaving legislation to languish for over nine 
I ' 

i 
2 



! 

i 
I 
I 
I 

months. Despite their inaction, ~tates like Colorado and Oregon are considering ballot 
initiatives to re~uire ?ackgro~ndlc?ecks at gun sh~,:s. They recogni~e t~e publi~ safety 
benefits of gettmg thIS done m tHeIr own commumtIes. But every chIld m Amenca 
deserves that same level of protebtioI).. And only Congress can pass legislation that 
protects every child in every c04er ofour country.· . 	 . ' .. 

i 
Q: 	 What can be done to make gun~ safer? 

A: 	 There is a lot we can do to make Iguns safer and prevent gun accidents and other . 
unintended uses of firearms. First, we should require child safety locks for handguns. 

I .. 

This is a common sense proposal I have been pushing for years. I issued a directive to 
require child safety locks to be d~stributed to all federal law enfo~cement. I proposed 
legislation to require such locks, [and the Senate passed this measure last year. The 
Congress can and should enact tlhs provision right away, along with other common sense 

I 

gun provisions to close the gun spow loophole and ban the importation of large capacity 
ammunition clips. I was just in ¥aryland yesterday, where the Governor signed a new 
law to require built-in locks in handguns to make them even harder for unauthorized 
people to use them. 

In additi~n to safety locks, we s~ould help support "smart gun" technology that can limit 
a gun's use to its proper adult o~ner. I think there is incredible potential in smart guns, 
which is why I have proposed $1[0 million in my budget to expand and develop research 
into such technology. The agreement we reached with Smith and Wesson last month will 

I , 

advance gun safety s~gnificantly,1 by requiring external locks, internal locks, and smart 
guns within a few years. Tpe agteement also require guns to be subject to performance 

. . 1 ' 	 . 

tests, and other safety standards to ensure safer, higher quality guns .. 

I. 	 . 
Q: 	 What are the main components of the Smith and Wesson agreement? Does it do 

anything to make guns safer? I 
I. 
.1. 

A: 	 The landmark agreement that we; reached with Smith and Wesson, represents an 
unprecedented partnership between the government and the gun industry to bring about 
meaningful reforms in the way the industry does business. Under the agreement, they 
will make major changes to the Jray they design, distribute and market their firearms . 

. This means that Smith and Wessfm will not only make guns that are safer, but they will 
also take actions to help ensure t?at their guns don't fall into the hands of criminals. 

Smith and Wesson agreed to a nJmber of changes in the' way they design their guns that 
will help to make their guns safer. Handguns will have external ~afety locks, internal 
safety locks and eventually smart gun technology. Handguns will also have child safety 
features to help ensilre that young children can't fire them. 

. I 
I 

Just as importantly, Smith and \\jesson will require dealers and distributors who sell their' 
products to abide by a code of c~nduct and help ensure that guns don't slip into the illegal 
market and get into the hands of criminals. Under the agreement, guns cannot be sold at 
gun shows without background ~hecks, new limits will be placed on multiple handgun' 

I 
I 

I 



Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

sales, and safety tr~ining will be: required before individuals can purchase their gun. 
These breakthrough measuressijow what is possible 'when we work together in good faith 
- and they disprove the gun lob~y's long standIng claim that such reforms were 
impossible. We applaud Smith ~d Wesson's leadership, and hope other responsible 
members of the gun industry will step forward too. ' 

'I ' 
What is your position on smar~ gun technology? Will it really work? When will it 
be available? !. 

I 
, 

I support smart guns, which is why my budget provides $1 omillion to fund the 
expansion, testing, and replicati6n of such technologies. Smart gun technologies limit a 
gun's use to the proper owner preventing accidental gun death, theft, and other 
unintended gun use. Several ha4dgun manufacturers have already started to experiment 
with smart gun technologies. Tlirough a partnership the Justice Department formed with 
one gun manufacturer, a prototype of one type of smart gun technology has been 
developed. My budget will build additional partnerships with gun manufacturers to help 
speed the availability of smart gUn technology to the average consumer. While it is hard 
to say when this will be widely ~vailable, Smith and Wesson has already agreed to make 
smart guns available in the next 36 months. ' , 

, 'I , 'i ' 
What do you think of the N~'s p~rsonal attacks on you? . 

I don't care if the NRA wants to lattack me, but this debate shouldn't be about personal 
attacks., It':s not about politics. ~t's about saving lives. The gun lobby wants ~o change 
the subject away from the reasonable gun safety reforms that are supported by the 

I 

majority of Americans. The trutp is, the NRA doesn't have the arguments on their side, 
so they're choosing to mak:e it p~rsoniil ins'tead. 

I 
I ' 

What is your response to the NRA's claims that your Administration has been 
, I 

abysmal at enforcing laws already 'on the books? 
I . 

Well, what they don't say is thatifederal firearms prosecutions are actually up 16 percent 
since 1992. 'Federal gun offende~s are serving sentences'that are about two years longer 
since I took office. And becauselof our unprecedented partnership with states and' 
localities, overall prosecutions :federal, state; arid local combined -.,. are up 22 percent 
since 1992'. More importantly, g4n crime is down 35 percent since I took office in 1993. 
So, to say we haven't been enforCing the law, and that the results have been disastrous, is 
just plain wrong. I ' 

. I 
, 

I do believe that w'e should do all we can to enforce th~ law', which is why I proposed the 
largest increase for gun enforcerrtent to fund 500 more ATF agents and inspectors, over

I • ,
1,000 federal, State and local gun prosecutors, more resources to trace more guns, and to 
expand ballistics testing so we dn catch even more gun criminals. For all their talk 
about enforcement, the gun lobby and their allies have been uncommonly silent when it 
comes to supporting real resourc~s to crack down on gun criminals. We've been doing 

I 
I 

I 
I 
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I 
! 

I I 

the job on enforcement, and wet putting our money where~ur'mouth is. I hope the 
NRA will come around and SUPi0rt my enforcement proposals. 

Q: 	 Many supporters of gun contr91 believe the next step is the licensing and 
registration of handguns. If y6u support registration in principle, why did you only 
offer a proposal to license handgun buyers in this year's' State ofthe Union? 

I 
I 	 , 

A: 	 As I have ,said before, I believe ~un registration is a good idea. But I also believe that the 
, best next step to strengthen our gun laws is a state-based licensing system to help ensure 
that 'handgun purchasers may legally possess firearms and can safely handle and store 
them. This will help law enforcement efforts to keep guns outof the wrong hands, and it 
can help prevent many accidendl shootings. So, lwant to focus now on making the case 
for licensing, and pressing the dmgress to pass common sense gun provisions such as 
closing the gun show loophole, rpquiring child safety locks for handguns, and banning 
the importation of large capacitYI ammunition clips. 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
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I . 
REMINDER: MSNBC will re-air the President's Town Meeting at 10:00 pm EDT followed by 

I 

a LIVE panel discussion on guns model~ated by Tom Brokaw beginning at 11 :00 pm EDT. The 
panel includes, and hopes to include, the following: 

Bruce Reed 

Maybe an NRA member 

Michael Bames, Handgun Control 


Tom Mauser I' 

Dave Anver, Dave's Guns . 
State Rep. Doug Deane . . I 
State Rep. Ken Gordon 

. Brenda Flowers, 2nd Amendment Advocate 
Governor Bill Owens (TBD) , !I 

Matt Bai, Newsweek 

David Olinger, Denver Post . . i . 

Mitchell Wright, husband of the JonesbGro, AR teacher Shannon'Wright who was killed 

Kimberly Rolland, Bell Campaign I . . . 

Diana Holland, Littleton Community Task Force. . 

Angela Kincaid, Women Against VioleJce 


I . ' ,

Bob Ford, President, Rocky Mountain Guns Shop . . 

Doug Painter, Executive Director, Natiohal Shooting Sports Foundation 

Jerry Oliver, Richmond, VA Chief of pdlice 


1j. 
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The Honorable Orrin G. Hatch, Chairm~n 
Committee on the Ju,diciary I 
U. S. Senate I 
SD-224 

I 
I 
I 

Washington,D:C. 20510 i 
I 
I 
IDear Chainnan Hatch: 

We write to request a juvenile jU~tice confer~n~e meeting as soon as possi'ble. 

As you are aware, in the last twol months, we have witnessed a succession of gun violerice 
tragedies. We have been shocked by a six-year-old shooting a six-year-old in Mount Morris 
Township, Michigan. We have seen a nursing home held hosrage and a mass shooting in 
Pittsburgh. In February, Memphis firefighters responding to a call were shot and killed by a 
disturbed man. rt is clear that the Narion would'like Congress to respond. 

. I 
We know that there is not compl~le agreement on all of the issues before the Conference. 

We also recognize the. need for comprorDise. We have already agreed in principle to proposed 
language to reduce the waiting period rol24hours in most cases. but are still trying to resolve 
appropriate "safety hatch" exceptions. I· , . 

. , 

We have pledged to each other t~ begin anew negotiations. We believe, however, that 
beginning the work of the Conference will play a constructive role in the necessary process of 
narrowing our differences. I 

We appreciate your consideratio~of this request. 
J . 

I
I Sincerely, 
I 

,....,..,.,... ~ 
onyers. Jr. 

anking Member 
ouse Judiciary Conunittee 

TOTAL P.02 
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Report: Youth Crimes Declining. 
I . 

Associ~ 
Pr .. ' ... ess 

By ANJE1TA McQUEEN, AP Education Writer 1 

I . 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Youth violence is fa~ling, but more children are 

paying the price of public fears driven by high-profi1e school shootings ­
harsher punishments for nonviolent or minor :offenses - says a new report. 


"We've got kids getting kicked out of S~hoollror saying 'b~g-bang' to 

each other," said Vincent Schiraldi of the Jus~ice Policy Institute, a youth 

advocacy think tank that co-authored repOlt. 'l'It'S no more fair to ' 

stereotype them all as school shooters than to ,stereotype all adults as 

TimothyMcVeigh," who bombed the federallbuilding in Oklahoma City. 


The report - released a weekbefore the first ahniversaty of the April 20 

Columbine High School massacre - says the Rublic isn't paying attention 

to overall youth-violence trends. Instead, sho~tings in Colorado, 

Arkansas, Oregon and most recently Michigan - where one first-grader 

shot and killed another youngster in class - h~ve driven schools to install 

more metal detectors, conduct more locker se~'ches and impose more 

suspensions and expulsions for threats, Schiraldi said. ' . 


I ,'. .' 
I (',~, .--'--'-1 "Even though ~h.ese at:e awful tragedies, 


. 1. (jjfi Speak your mmd i we can't set pUblIc pollcy based on these 

IIHbl'SCUg.SHHl'igHS10'ry"Wlth6ttierl ~vent~," SchiraJ'di said in a recent 


people. j mtervlew. I ' 

, [Start a Conversation] i '1' ' 

I (Requires Ya~~ol MesSenger)J The repOlt by t~e Justice Policy Institute, 


, based in Washington and San Francisco,' 

and the nonprofit legal aid Children's Law Center in Covington, Ky., 

recommends more school counseling, balance~ media coverage of school 

shootings and toughet gun control laws. The groups - which gleaned data 

from federal and state agencies and nonprofit J'esearch centers - are 

releasing the repOlt publicly Wednesday. !. , 


I 

The repOlt's findings include: I 
I 

-Seven in 10 Americans think a school shootidg could happen in their 

communities, but a child has a 1 in 2 million chance of being killed in a 

U.S. school. I.. ' 


. I . 

-Youth hoinicide atTests dropped 56 percent fl;om1993 to 1998, but 

two-thirds of 1,000 people polled by The Washington Post in November 

said they believed children were getting more riolent. 


.' i 

Ion 4/1112000 11 :46 PM 

http://dailynews.yahoo.comlh/ap/2000041I1pllschool_violence_I.htm
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I 

said they believed children were getting mon~ violent. 
. I 

-Citing Maryland as an example, suspension~ for false.alarms and bomb 
threats went up 44 percent from the 1997-98 'school year to the 1998-99 
year. Although it was notknown whether the; alarms and threats 
themselves increased, the group said the significant incl:ease in 
suspensions alone reflected a crackdown on ~uch infractions. 

"Kids have to know there are consequences {o illegal activity," said Jim' 
. Pasco, executive director of the Fratemal Order of Police, the 
285,000-member police union. "The real iss~e is how can they(officials) 
be tough without creating the perceptions that they are oppressing these 
kids." I 

Most of the punishments were for what the rJpOlt called "petty acts." For 
example: I' 

-A 17-year-old junior was expelled from his duburban Chicago h'igh 
school in 1998 after the paper clip he shot wi,h a rubber l:Jand struck .a 
cafeteria worker, drawing a small amount of Thlood. He was also charged 
with disorderly conduct. .!. 
-Two 1 O-year-old boys in Arlington, Va., wel\e suspended for three days 
for putting soapy water in a teacher's drink. Felony charges filed against 
them were later dismissed. i . 

1 

The crack down hit minority children especially hard, the report said. In 
Phoenix, black students are suspended from SChool at 22 times the rate of 
white students; in Denver, San Francisco and 'Austin, they are suspended' 
at least three times as often. I '. 

I 

Some parents oppose zero-tolerance laws thatl require tough penalties for 
all children who cany weapons, stmt fights 011 make threats. 

"I don't think anyone who is in a position of llesponsibility can be 

mindless," said Alan Heitner, a physician in r0,adeira, Ohio, whose son 

Dana, 18, was suspended for school-election ~igns in a restroom that 

joked about'a bomb in the toilet. . I . . . . 


. Heitner said the two-week suspension didn't protect anyone and caused 
his son to miss exams at his suburb,m Cincinn'ati high school: "From a 
safety standpoint, this is really absurd." I 

. I 
On the Net: The rep0l1 wjll be available Wedrlesday: 
http://www.cjcj.org/schoolhousehype/shh2.html 

E-mail thisstoryl.printer-frie~dIY format 
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MSNBC Town Hallon Guns 

Questions and Answers 


April,12, 2000 


Q: 	 Is the ready availability of guns responsible for the recent shootings in schools, office 
buildings and places of worship? . 

A: 	 These recent shootings have all been tragedies. Each one had different factors at play and 
I think it is impossible to say that there was one thing responsible for all of the shootings. 
But they did, in fact, share one key element: guns in the wrong hands. . We need to make 
sure we do everything we can to make sure that those who shouldn't have guns cannot 
get access to them. This includes tougher enforcement of our gun laws as well as 
strengthening existing laws to keep guns from falling into the hands of crith.inals, the 
mentally unstable, domestic abusers and perhaps most of all, our children. I have asked 

, Congtess to help us to do both, by passing my gun,enforcement initiative to fund more 
1,000 gun prosecutors and 500 new ATF agents and inspectors, and to pass 
commonsense gun legislation that, among other things, closes the gun show loophole and 
requires child safety locks for new handguns. 

Q: 	 Can gun violence be curbed with more laws, or is this a result of larger societal 
problem? 

A: 	 While no single law can prevent all instances ofgun violence from occurring, we know 
that stronger gun laws can make ,a difference in preventing gun crime and accidents. 
When I took office, violent crime - especially gun violence - was on the rise for years. 
So,' we put into place a strategy ofmore police on our streets and put strong new laws on 
the books, including the Brady Law and the assault weapons ban. The Brady Law alone 
has stopped over half a million gun sales to felons, fugitives, stalkers, and others who are 
prohibited by law from owning guns. As a result of our efforts, stronger State gun laws 
and local efforts to curb gun violence, gun crime is down 35 percent since 1993 and the 
homicide rate is at its lowest point in 31 years. 

But no one thinks gun violence is at an acceptable level. We could build our success 
immediately if the Congress would pass the common sense gun legislation that has been 
languishing for over nine months. These are simple safety measures we can take ..,.. 
closing the gun show loophole that allows criminals to buy guns no questions asked at 
gun shows, requiring child safety locks for handguns to prevent young people from using 
guns to hurt themselves or others. We know these measures will save lives and there is 
simply no excuse for sitting on our hands. 

But of course, we can do more to address violence beyond passage of laws. Responsible 
members ofthe gun industry can do their part by working with us to make meaningful 
changes in the way they do business. The media and entertainment industries can help 
change a culture that too often glorifies violence. Schools and community groups can 



reach troubled youth before their troubles simmer over. A~d most fundamentally, parents 
can talk to their children, teach them to resolve their conflicts peacefully, raise them with 
the right values. I believe that if we set our minds to it, and work together, we can make 
this the safest big country in the world. 

Q: 	 How can parents protect their children from'the dangers of guns? 

A: 	 First of all" I think it is important for parents to remember that violent crime and gun 
crime have dropped significantly all across the country. Having said that, I believe :we ' 
can all do more to help make our children safer from gun violence. I would say to 
parents that it is important to talk to your children, ifthey're old enough, about these 
shootings. And reassure them that these are rare occurrences. Parents should remind 
children that schools are still about the safest places in any community. 

Just as importantly, for parents that have guns at home, I would urge them to keep their' 
guns safely storeq and locked away so that their children cannot get access to. them. The 
accidental firearms death rate for children under age 15 in the 1)nited States is nine timtls 
higher than in 25 other industrialized nations. ,This is unacceptable. UCLA and RAND 
recently released astudy that showed that over a third of all homes with children had at 
least one firearm. Among those homes, 43 percent had at least one unlocked firearm. 
This shows that parents need to take greater care to ensure that their children _ .. or other 
children -, cannot uSe their guns. 

Q: 	 Does there need to be more federal gun control laws or should gun control laws be 
done by the States? . 

A: 	 Recently, we have seen a lot of States making progress to enact stronger gun laws. 
Yesterday, I joined the'Governor ofMaryland as he signed into law a number of common 
sense measures that would, for instance, mandate internal'child safety locks on handguns 
and require all gun purchasers to .get training on safe storage and handling of guns. Last 
week, I was in California, where the Governor has signed into law measures to limit 
handgun sales to one per month and to ban all 'junk g~ns." These are all important steps 
that will help reduce gun violence, and I plan to do all I can to help bolster these efforts. 

However, I still believe that that a national framework for our gun laws is needed. A 
patchwork of inconsistent state gun laws allows criminals to obtain guns by exploiting 
loopholes in states with weaker laws to commit crimes in states with stronger laws. And, 
Congress can pass lifesaving new gun laws far more quickly than all 50 states. Take the 

, Brady law, for instance. Before we passed this historic law, some states required 
background checks, but most of them did 110t. Back then, criminals who couldn't pass a 

, background check in their home state could simply buy guns in neighboring states that 
didn't require them. Today, background checks are required in every. state and the Brady 
law has helped us to prevent over 500,000 felons, fugitives and stalkers from purchasing 
firearms. . 



" 

Congress could act immediately to build on the success of the Brady law and pass 
common sense gun measures that passed in the Senate last spring ,that included measures 
requiring background checks at gun shows and mandating the sale of child safety locks; 
Instead, the Congress has allowed this lifesaving legislation to languish for over nine 
months. Despite their inaction, states like Colorado and Oregon are considering ballot 
initiatives to require background checks at gun shows. They recognize the public safety 
benefits ofgetting this done in their own communities. But every child in America 
deserves that same level ofprotection. And only Congress can pass legislation that, 
protects every child in every corner of our country. 	 ' 

Q: 	 What can be done make guns safer? , 

A: 	 There is a lot we can do to make guns safer and prevent gun accidents and other 
unintended uses of firearms. First, we should require child safety locks for handguns. 
This is a common sense proposal I have been pushing for years. I issued a directive to 
require child safety locks to be distributed to aU federal law enforcement. I proposed 
legislation to require such locks, and the Senate passed this measure last year. The 
Congress can and should enact this provision right away, along with other common sense 
gun provisions to close the gun show loophole and ban the importation oflarge capacity 
ammunition clips. I was just in Maryland yesterday, where the Governor signed a new' 
law to require built-in locks in handguns to make them even harder for unauthorized 
people to use them. 

In addition to safety locks, we should help advance "smart gUIi" technology that can 
limit a gun's use to its proper adult owner., I think there is incredible potential in smart 
guns, which is why I have proposed $10 millionjn my budget to expand and develop 
research into such technology. The agreement we reached with Smith and Wesson last 
month will advance gun safety significantly, by requiring external locks, internal locks, 
and eventually smart guns within a few years. The agreement also require guns to be 
subject to performance tests, and other safety standards to ensure safer, higher quality 
guns. 

Q: 	 What are the main components of the 'Smith and Wesson agreement? Does it do 
anything to make guns safer? 

A: 	 The landmark agreement that we reached with Smith and Wesson, represents an 
unprecedented partnership between the government and the gun industry to bring about 
meaningful reforms in the way the industry does business. Under the agreement, they 
will make major changes to the way they design, distribute and market their firearins. 
This means that Smith and Wesson will not only make guns that are safer, but they will 
also take actions to help ensure that their guns don't fall into ,the hands of criminals. 



Smith and Wesson agreed to a number ofchanges in the way they design their guns that 
will help to make their guns safer. Handguns will have external safety locks, internal 
safety locks and eventually smart gun technology incorporated into their new handguns~ 
Handguns will also have. chlId safety features to help ensure that young children can't fire 
them. 

Just as importantly, Smith and Wesson will require dealers and distributors who sell their 
products to sign onto a code of conduct that contains a number of stringent requirements 
to help ensure that guns don't slip into the illegal market and get into the hands of . 
criminals. "Under the agreement, guns cannot be sold at gun shows without background 
checks, new limitswillbe placed on multiple handgun sales, and safety training will be 
required before individuals can purchase their gun. These breakthrough measures show 
what is possible when we work together in good faith. We applaud Smith and Wesson's 
leadership, and hope other responsible members of the gun industry will step forward too. 

Q: What is your position on smart gun technology? Will it really work? When will it· 
be available? 

A: My Administration supports smart gun technology, which is why my FY 2001 budget 
provides $10 million to fund the expansion, testing, and replication of "smart gun" 
technologies. Smart gun technologies limit a gun's use to the prOper owner - preventing 
accidental gun death, theft, and other unintended gun use. Several handgun 
manufacturers have already started to experiment with smart gun technologies. Through 
a partnership the Justice"Department formed wi~ one gun manufacturer, a prototype of 
one type of smart gun technology has been developed. My budget will build additional· 
partnerships with gun manufacturers to help speed the availability of smart gun 
technology to the average consumer. While it is hard to say when this will be widely 
available, under our agreement with Smith and W(;,:sson, they will make smart guns 
available in the next 36 months. 

Q: What do you think ofthe NRA's personal attacks on you? 

A: I don't care if the NRA wants to make personal attacks on me, but I do have a prOblem 
with the NRA using personal attacks as a reason for standing in the way of passing 
common sense gun legislation. They use their attacks as a smokescreen to passing 
reasonable gun safety reforms. that are supported by the majority of Americans. The truth 
is, they don't have the arguments on their side, so they choose to make it personal 

" instead. 

Q: What is your response to the NRA's claims that your Administration has been 
abysmal at enforcing laws already on the books? 



A: 	 Well, what they don't say is that federal firearms prosecutions are actually up 16 percent 
since 1992. Federal gun offenders are serving sentences that are about two years longer 
since I took office. And because ofour unprecedented partnership with States and 
localities, overall prosecutions - federal, state, and local combined - are up 22 percent 
since 1992. More importantly, gun crime is down 35 percent since I took office in 1993. 
So, to say we haven'tbeen enforcing the law, and that the results have been disastrous is 
just plain wrong. ' 

I even agree with the NRA that we could do even more to enforce the law, which is why'I 
proposed the largest increase for gun enforcement ever proposed to fund 500 more A TF 
agents and inspectors, over 1,000 fedt;:ral, State and local gun-prosecutors, more resources 
to trace more guns, and to expand ballistics testing so we can catch even more gun 
criminals. For all their talk about enforcement, they've been uncommonly silent when its 
come to supporting real resources to crack down on gun criminals which I think shows 
that they are aren't very serious about enforcement at all, but j~st wanfto use it as a 
reason to block other common sense gun safety measures we should take to keep guns 
out of the wrong hands in the first place. 

Q: 	 Many supporters of gun control believe the next step is the licensing and 
registration of handguns. Ifyou support registration in principle, why did you only 
offer a proposal to license handgun buyers in this year's State of the Union? 

A: 	 As I have said before, I believe gun registration is a good idea. But I also believe that the 
best next step to strengthen our gun laws is a state-based licensing system to help ensure 
that handgun purchasers may legally possess firearms and can safely handle and store ' 
them. This will help law enforcement efforts to keep guns out of the wrong hands, and it 
can help prevent many accidental shootings. So, I want to focus now on making the case 
for licensing, and pressing the Congress to pass common sense gun provisions such as 
closing the gun show loophole, requiring child safety locks for handguns, and banning 
the importation ' 



FOCUS - 2 OF 34 STORIES 

Copyright 2000 The Denver Post Corporation 

. The Denver Post . 


March 19,2000 Sunday 2D EDITION 

SECTION: A SECTION; Pg. A-Ol 

LENGTH: 3109 words 

HEADLINE: Gun watchdog'slow on the draw ATF let arms dealers keep licenses 
despite violations 

BYLINE: By David Olinger, (C)2000 The Denver Post Corp., 

BODY: 
Federal regulators let two Colorado gun stores stay in business long after 

investigators reported they had sold guns to criminals and were operated by men 
forbidden to possess weapons. 

In Lakewood, the U.S. Bureau ofAlcohol, Tobacco and Firearms granted a new 

firearms license to Lawrence Lockert after state investigators concluded he 

repeatedly had sold handguns to people disqualified on background checks, 

including a convicted felon found running his shop. Lockert kept the license 

despite a 1998 restraining order prohibiting him from having 'Yeapons and a 

1999 guilty plea to a domestic violence charge. 


In Delta, state and federal agents discovered in 1996 that Ronald Jackson 

Sr., a man imprisoned three times on kidnapping and weapons charges, was 

operating a store with a federal license to sell guns. The ATF let the shop, 

licensed in the names ofhis wife and son, sell guns until its license expired 

more than a year later. No charges were filed. 


At the same time, a veteran ATF inspector alleges, the supervisor of agency 
inspection programs in Colorado, Wyoming and Utah waged a lengthy personal 
crusade against a leading Colorado gun dealer. While that claim is disputed, 
supervisor David McCombs did try unsuccessfully to revoke Dave Anver's 
license and later was reprimanded for trying to shut down Anver's display at 
a police trade show, according to interviews and ATF records. 

The inspector, Chris Eastburn, said he was ordered home on a paid leave in 
January,nearly two years after he filed a misconduct complaint against 

, McCombs. 



McCombs referred questions about his management ofATF inspections to senior 
officials at the agency's regional office in Phoenix. 

They responded that ATF inspections suffer from inadequate resources, not 
poor leadership. Because of budget constraints, 'our staffing level is lower 
now than it was 15 years ago,' said Chris Sadowski, director of the ATF's 
regional office. 'Hiring additional inspectors is one ofmy top priorities.' 

Sadowski also said the ATF is often viewed as an agency that can immediately 
shut down a dealer violating gun laws, when in reality a business may continue 
operating for months during license-revocation proceedings. 

'Even ifwe conduct a criminal investigation and they're indicted by a: grand 
jury, they have a right under the law to continue selling guns until the case 
is disposed of,' he said. 

Sadowski and Tom Crone,who directs ATF inspection programs in Arizona, New 
Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming and Utah, said they learned just last month that 
Lockert's gun shop in Lakewood was licensed in the name of a corporation that 
had not existed for a year. They have ordered the store to stop selling guns, . 
effective Monday. They also disclosed that for unknown reasons, the 
ATF's inspection report on the Jackson gun business in Delta was not completed 
until the store's three-year license had expired. 

Eastburn contends he sent agency officials repeated warnings about improper' 
regulation of Colorado gun businesses, including an urgent e-mail to Sadowski 
after Lockert threatened to 'take out' the city ofLakewood during an argument 
over unpaid taxes. 

To document his complaints, Eastburn obtained records from his employer 
through the Freedom ofInformation Act and provided them to The Denver Post. 
The records show ATF was informed that Lockert sold handguns to'people with 
criminal records nearly four years before the agency took action. 

Lakewood firearms dealer 

has a history ofconflict 

One wall ofL&L Guns displays photos of a young soldier in Vietnam beside a 
U.S. government certificate honoring him for bravery. A bumper sticker over a 
rear door displays a different message for Uncle Sam: 'Fear the government that 
fears your gun.' 

Lockert, a 59-year-old veteran, grandfather and rifle-accessory inventor, 
owns the West Colfax Avenue gun shop. He'is also a federally licensed firearms 



dealer with a history of conflicts with government regulators and local police. 

The trouble began in 1995, when the Colorado Bureau of Investigation 

discovered that Lockert had kept nearly $ 3,000 in feesyaid by gun customers 

for criminal background checks under the state's new Insta-Check program. 


A CBI agent went to L&L Guns in October 1995, looking for the owner and his 
sales records. Lockert wasn't there. The shop was being run by Galan Almy, a 
man sporting a semiautomatic pistol in a holster. When the agent checked CBI 
records, he learned that Almy had a felony car-theft conviction. He also found 
that Lockert had sold Almy a handgun, then left him in charge of the gun store. 

CBI agents raided the store a week later. They reported finding 10 other _ 
instances in 18 months in which customers had acquired handguns despite being 
denied on criminal background checks. In some cases, they concluded Lockert 
simply sold the gun after a denial. Two other times, they found, L&L Guns had 
sold a handgun to a spouse within 20 minutes ofher husband being disqualified· 
on a background check. 

Lockert said he recalled one instance where a woman had to buy her own 
birthday gift, a handgun, after her husband was turned -down by Insta-Check. He 

--insisted that, in every case, CBI investigators wrongly accused him of selling 
handguns illegally. . 

'I have never, ever, ever made a straw sale' to someone other than the 

actual handgun buyer, he said. 'Never have. Never would.' 


-Soon after the CBI raid, Lockert turned in the missing Insta-Check fees. ­
State investigators nevertheless concluded in 1996 that 'Mr. Lockert has shown 

willful disregard' for Colorado and federal gun laws, 'causing the transfer of 

handguns to convicted felons.' 


Almy was arrested for illegally possessing a handgun in Lockert's store and 

sentenced in state court to probation. CBI investigators handed their findings 

on Lockert's gun sales to the ATF, which imposed no penalties and issued 

Lockert a new firearms license in 1997. 


In January 1998, Eastburn filed a formal complaint of misconduct against 
McCombs, the supervisor of ATF inspections. Lockert's gun license was Exhibit 
A. Eastburn wrote that he recommended revoking it for 'willful and repeated 

violations' of gun laws, but McCombs pressured him to change his ryport, 

claiming that the ATF regional office - then based in Dallas - would 

not accept a revocation attempt. Eastburn said he eventually reli:mted and 

recommended that the agency formally warn Lockert, but that never happened, 

either. 




In October 1998, Lockert's gun business was jeopardized again, this time by 
a criminal charge that he beat his wife in a Perkins restaurant while she held 
their grandson in her arms. According to the restaurant manager, Lockert had 
pulled her back by her hair when she tried to leave, then 'backhanded' her in 
the face and slammed her against a wall. 

Lakewood officers reported that Lockert also threatened them, saying 'if we 
started trouble with him, we would have a big problem to deal with.' 

He was arrested on charges ofchild abuse, harassment and resisting arrest. 
The next day he signed a restraining order stating that he 'shall not possess 
or control a firearm or other weapon.' His bond conditions upon release also 
prohibited weapons. 

Yet, according to CBI records, Lockert continued to call in background 
checks on gun customers from his shop. 

The child-abuse charge was dropped in March 1999, but Lockert pleaded guilty 
to the other charges and agreed to attend domestic-violence classes. Judgment 
and sentencing have been deferred, pending the outcome ofhis probation. 

Eight months later, Lockert had another run-in with Lakewood authorities. 
According to a police report, he appeared at city hall to see an auditor about 
a summons for sales-tax violations and said 'something to the effect of, 'Don't 
threaten me. If! get arrested again, I'll take out this whole f---ing city." 

The auditor declined to press charges, and Lockert paid his sales taxes. But 
Jacque Wedding Scott, Lakewood's finance director, took the precaution of 
posting Lockert's photo. 'There was a perceived threat with one of the tax 
auditors,' she said. 'We just want to make sure our employees are on the 
alert.' 

Lockert said the auditor misquoted him. 'I'm Christian, and I wouldn't say 
something like that,' he said, adding that he may have said something like, . 
'Ain't no SOB ever going to handcuff me again.' 

He said that as a helicopter pilet who earned the Distinguished Flying Cross 
in combat, he resented being threatened over unpaid sales taxes. 'I'm an 
American war hero,' he said. 'I was shot down three times in Vietnam.' 

, Federal law generally prohibits people with restraining orders against them 
or those 'convicted in any court of a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence' 
from' possessing or controlling guns. 



Lockert declined to discuss how he managed to remain a gun dealer while 
there was a restraining or9.er against him. But he said his deferred judgment 
means he has no domestic violence conviction. 

'I have not been convicted, OK?' he said. 'I never will,be.' 

Susan Kitchen, who heads CBI's background-check program, said Lockert is 
prohibited from possessing guns in Colorado, despite the deferred judgment, 
because he pleaded guilty to a domestic violence charge that has not been 
dismissed. 

Crone, the ATF regional inspection director, said the ATF unfortunately 
visits licensees so infrequently that a dealer's arrest in a domestic-violence 
case may not be noticed for some time. 

Crone said he knew an inspector was complaining about Lockert's license, but 
saw no proofof a problem until last month - records showing that the 
corporation holding the license had ceased to exist in February 1999. 

'As soon as that issue was presented to me,' Crone said, 'that issue was 
addressed. ' 

He said Lockert was given 30 days to sell offhis inventory and told he 
could nO,t personally handle any guns remaining in stock as ofMonday because of ' 
his domestic-violence case. 

Delta gun seller noted 

for lengthy criminal record 

In 1996, CBI agents acting on a tip visited a tiny house north ofDelta that 
had been turned into a business called M&R Military Supply. They noticed 
camouflage fatigues and guns, including an SKS assault rifle. When they 
arrived, Ronald Jackson Sr., a man with a lengthy criminal record, 'was 
conducting business from that location,' according to a search 
warrant affidavit filed in Delta County.' 

Jackson had been arrested in the 1960s, '70s and '80s on charges ranging 
from burglary to kidnapping and weapons offenses. He had spent two years in an 
Idaho state prison for abducting a 17-year-old girl at gunpoint as she crossed 
a street. He had done time in federal prison in Oklahoma on a weapons charge 
and in a Colorado state prison, again for possessing guns illegally. 

Yet CBI agents found Jackson in charge of a gun shop that had been licensed 
by the ATF for two years - in the names ofhis wife and son, Ronald Jackson Jr. 



That's not all the agents found when they raided the business in April 1996. 

They reported finding handguns sold without a record of acquisition, without 
signatures and without serial numbers. They cited evidence of a 'straw' handgun 
sale to David Corrales, a convicted felon who had been deported to Mexico ­
eight minutes after Corrales was denied on a background check, M&R 
Military Supply had sold a handgun to his housemate. They found that neither 
Jackson nor the business had filed income-tax returns .. 

The agents also reported that Jackson insisted 'there were no handguns for 
sale on the premises' during their initial visit, yet the store called CBI to 
approve two handgun sales within two hours after they left. 

Chris Eastburn; who was involved in the case as a federal inspector, said 
the ATF chose to let the Jacksons get out of the gun business without facing 
any charges. On one handgun sale, 'We even had a witness that heard (Ronald 
Jackson Sr.) say, 'Nowthis isn't legal," Eastburn said. 

Ronald Jackson Sr. could not be reached for comment. But his son told The 
Post that his father did not run the store. His father helped sell military 
supplies, 'but he never sold any'of the guns,' Jackson Jr. said. 'He knew he 
couldn't.' 

He also said A TF agents never asked him to turn in his gun dealer's license. 
'They just told us it would be beneficial not to renew it.' 

The ATF is divided into a compliance branch that employs inspectprs to check 
federally licensed businesses and an enforcement branch that employs agents 
with arrest powers who investigate criminal complaints. 

Agency officials in Phoenix said they have not determined what became of the 
criminal investigation into M&R Military Supply. They found that Eastburn's 
inspection report was not completed until September 1997 - 17 months after the 
CBI raid and one month after the store's federal firearms license expired. 

Eastburn said he had expected criminal charges to be filed, and submitted a 
report detailing the store's violations only after learning that Jackson would 
not be prosecuted. 

'Scrupulous' dealer allegedly , 

targeted by vendetta 

One license ATF's Colorado inspection supervisor did try to revoke belongs 



to the man who became the stale's leading fireanns dealer and police supplier. 

David McCombs recommended putting Dave Anver out of business in 1993 for 
allegedly violating federal gun-show regulations that allow dealers to attend 
out-of-state shows but require them to ship any guns they sell from their home 
states. Accordirig to ATF records, McCombs was overruled by its enforcement 
branch, and the case was dropped. 

The misconduct complaint Eastburn filed in 1998 alleges that McCombs has 
pursued Anver ever since, abusing his regulatory power in a vendetta that 
'has the potential.to embarrass or hann the bureau.' 

ATF employees in Colorado are well aware 'that Dave McCombs is 'out to get 
Dave Anver, " Eastburn wrote. He alleged that McCombs referred to Anver, 
who has long hair and tattoos, as 'a scumbag,' and personally asked him to 'get 
anrthing you can to use against Anver. ' 

Eastburn cited a 1994 incident in which McCombs showed up at a trade show 
sponsored by the Denver Police Brotherhood, abruptly triep to shut down the 
Dave's Guns display, and was removed by two Denver officers. ATF records 
indicate McCombs later received a 'letter of counseling.' 

Anver said he has never met McCombs. But for some reason, the, ATFhas 
inspected his books yearly, bringing as many as 'four or five guys,' he said, 
and once tried to go through his records twice in one year despite a 1986 
federal law limiting ATF inspections to one annually. 

'The last inspector who was here staye,d over a week,' Anver said. 'Found 
nothing.' 

Eastburn rates Dave's Guns as one of the most scrupulous firearms dealers in 
Colorado. By ordering repeated inspections and instructing employees to get 
Anver's license, McCombs 'is using his government office to commit prohibited 
acts against a licensee,' he said. 

Crone disagrees. He said ATF records reflect three inspections of Anver's 
business in seven years. 'I've seen nothing in the record tbat indicates be's 
receiving any more attention than anyone else is, that's for sure.' 

Eastburn's misconduct complaint also congerns McCombs' use of. government 
property and a subordinate employee. ' 

He alleged that in 1994, while his application for a promotion was pending, 
McCombs 'insisted that I come over right away to help him with a basement 
remodelingiproject in his home.' 

http:potential.to


, . 

Eastburn estimates he spent 14 hours doing electrical work in McCombs' home, 
a job for which he was never paid. 

'Dave did ask if! was going to charge him for the work,' Eastburn wrote, 
but 'it was not a comfortable situation asking for money from your boss at that 
point.' 

Later, his complaint says, McCombs gave him 'a bookcase and a steel 
four-drawer file cabinet' belonging to the ATF, which he took home but returned 
after growing uneasy about this 'means of disposal' of government property. 

The records Eastburn obtained through the Freedom of Information Act include 
an affidavit from his supervisor saying, 'I asked Chris for the bill' on the 
electrical work. The affidavit acknowledges that 'at one point I asked 
Inspector Eastburn ifhe could store a'file cabinet for us,' adding, 'I said he 
may have to bring it back at some point.' . 

Sadowski said Eastburn's complaint received 'a complete, independent' 
investigation' from the ATF's Office of Inspection in Washington, which 
presented its findings to the agency's Professional Review Board. 

The board concluded that the ATF's Denver-area supervisor should get a 
letter of caution for violating ethical standards that prohibit accepting 
favors from a subordinate employee. 

'Regardless ofwhether you intended to pay Inspector Eastburn for his 
services, you should not have asked him to provi'de electrical work at your 
residence,' said the letter signed by John Brooks, then the ATF's southwest 
district director. He also cautioned that 'allowing an employee to store 
property at home suggests impropriety or misuse of government property.' 

The letter made no mention of Eastburn's complaints about ATF regulation of 
Colorado gun dealers. 

Staff writers Nancy Lofholm and Stacie Oulton contributed to this report. 

David Olinger can be reached at dolinger@denverpost.com. 

THE ATF IN COLORADO 

Facts about ATF inspections of firearms dealers in Colorado: 

Total number ofretail firearms licenses: about 1,300. 

mailto:dolinger@denverpost.com


Inspections for compliance with federal regulations: 21 in fiscal 1997, 26 
in fiscal 1998, 47 in fiscal 1999. 

Inspections ofapplicants for firearms licenses: 420 in fiscal 1997, 147 in 
fiscal 1998, 175 in fiscal 1999. 

Total firearms-related inspections (includes some miscellaneous 
inspections): 463 in fiscal 1997, 147 in fiscal 1998,' 175 in fiscal 1999. 

Source: U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 

GRAPHIC: PHOTO: The Denver Post/Glen Martin The ATF granted a license to 
Lawrence Lockert, owner of this Lakewood gun store, despite his selling guns to 
people who had failed background checks. PHOTOS: Lockert Jackson 
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HEADLINE: Cops put guns back iIi circulation Arnls banned from manufacture sent to 
dealers 

BYLINE: By David Olinger, (c) 1999 The Denver Post Corp., GUNS FOR SALE, 

BODY: 
Colorado police agencies have supplied the consumer market with hundreds of 

used guns equipped with high-capacity magazines banned from manufacture by the 
1994 federal assault-weapons law. . 

The banned weapons delivered to gun stores and distributors by recent police 

sales range from pisto~s with 15-round clips to SWAT team assault rifles. One 

agency also sold handguns confiscated from criminals for as little as $ 5 

apiece. Another agreed to sell 10 rifles classified as machine guns, then 

canceled the deal upon receiving a request to ship them to a Miami 

gun wholesaler. 


'I didn't realize they were, selling things that were considered to be 

assault weapons,' said Colorado House Minority Leader Ken Gordon, a Denver 

Democrat who has called for stricter gun controls. 'I have a problem with that. 

They shouldn't be putting'them in the stream of commerce.' 


But Robert Delfay, president of the Connecticut-based National Shooting 
Sports Foundation, the largest lobbying organization for gun manufacturers, 
said police departments commonly trade used firearms for newer models, and 
'it's just logical that guns being traded in right now are going to be 

.. pre-ban.' 

He sees nothing wrong with that. 'Those firearms are sold through firearms 

dealers to individuals who have to pass a background check,' he said. 


And even if criminals eventually acquire some of those used police guns, 'in 

the average criminal shooting, 3.6 shots are fired,' Delfay said. 'That would 

seem to indicate that the magazine capacity is not really an issue.' 




- -

Police sales of assault weapons and high-capacity magazines are not unique 
t~ Colorado. Law-enforcement agencies throughout the country have traded used 
semiautomatic pistols and SWAT weapons, getting new guns at little or no cost. 

That's because Congress created an uIlusual gun market when it voted five 
years ago to outlaw production of selected assault weapons and all 
large-capacity magazines - defined as holding more than 10 bullets - but 
allowed existing supplies to be owned and resold. To get their hands on 
'pre-ban' guns, fireaIins manufacturers turned to the people who could supply 
them with what they could no longer make for the general publi~. 

The police. 

Demand for guns 

'The gun dealers and the gun manufacturers have recognized that there is 
going to be a very big market in high-capacity firearms,' said Larry Todd, a 
firearms committee member of the International Association ofChiefs of Police. 
'There's not a police agency in the country that hasn't been contacted, 
I suspect, by a manufacturer offering to accept those weapons in trade for new 
weapons~' 

The police chiefs' association adopted a resolution last year urging 'police ' 
departments to destroy their used guns, as well as those seized from criminals, 
to avoid the risk that police guns will end up in the hands ofcriminals. 
Earlier this month, President Clinton announced a $ 15 million program to help 
police departments buy and destroy as many as 300,000 used guns from private 
owners throughout the country. 

At the same time, however, some law-enforcement agencies are selling weapons 
that have been illegal to make for five years. 

Today, gun magazines holding more than 10 rounds and certain types of 
assault weapons are manufactured only for law-enforcement agencies and cannot 
legally be resold to the pUblic. Firearms experts say nobody knows how many 
police guns with 'pre-bani magazines have been traded back to manufacturers and 
redistributed to gun dealers since the assaUlt-weapons law took effect. 

But 'there's absolutely no question, after the assault-weapons ban, police 
weapons were a huge source' of high-capacity magazines, said Violence Policy 
Center analyst Tom Diaz, author ofa book on the gun industry. 

Aside from some imports, 'it's the only legal source left,' he said. 



Colorado small player 

Colorado actually ranks as orie of the smaller players in the national trade 
ofpolice guns and magazines made before the assault-weapons ban. Most of 
Colorado's large police departments require officers to purchase their own 
pistols from an approved list, and therefore have no handguns to sell. 

Yet a Denver Post survey oflaw-enforcement agencies around the state found 
that at least six have sold or traded assault rifles or pistols with 
'high-capacity magazines in the past three years: the police departments in 
Aurora, Lakewood and Littleton, the Jefferson County Sheriffs Department, the 
Colorado Depaitment ofCorrections and the Colorado State Patrol. A seventh, 
the Colorado Division of Wildlife, plans to trade its pre-ban pistols for 
another model. 

Th~ largest gun trade involved the State Patrol. It s:witched from one pistol 
model to another last year, creating a supply of almost 1,800 used IS-round 
. magazines with 596 used pistols, all made before the magazines were banned. 

State Patrol ChiefLonnie Westphal said that trade was made without 
considering its contribution to the market for 'pre-ban' weapons. 

'We've always traded them in to a firearms dealer and let them resell them. 
I've always pretty much supported that policy,' he said. 

. But by trading in pistols that can fire 15 bullets in seconds, 'we are 

allowing those magazines to continue to be available,' he acknowledged. Today, 

'I would do that differently as far as the magazines are concerned.' 


The State Patrol, like many police agencies across the country, switched 
from six-shot revolvers to semiautomatic pistols a decade ago. In theory, the 
pistols had decided advantages over the standard police gun. They were easier 
to load in stressful situations - just slip a clip into the gun - and they let 
police officers keep up with the increasingly potent firepower that 
gun manufacturers were supplying to the general public. 

In 1991, Colorado state troopers began carrying more firepower of their o"Yn: 
9mm Smith & Wesson pistols, each equipped with three IS-round magazines. 

In 1998, the State Patrol followed the latest trend in police pistols, 
switching from the 9mm model to a larger caliber semiautomatic. The rationale: 
the 9mm bullet proved too small and swift, too likely to pass through an 
intended target and strike a bystander,and not heavy enough to stop an 
attacker instantly. 



This trend was encouraged by the two leading police gun suppliers, Smith & 

Wesson and Glock, which both introduced a pistol with a larger, slower 

.40-caliber bullet. Both offered to take police pistols with 'pre-ban' 

magazines in trade, at prices that let law-enforcement agencies get new guns 

almost for free. 


The State Patrol, for example, paid $ 388,000 for 710 new pistols last year. 
Butthatcost was offset by a credit of more than $ 300,000 for its old 
pistols. 

'It's not like we're taking them to a gun show or advertising them in the 
Yellow Pages,' State Patrol spokesman Capt. Steve Smee said of the trade. 'I 
think it's only frugal that we do that with the taxpayers' money.' 

The State Patrol's used pistols and magazines went to Tuxall Uniforms, a 
Denver police supply company serving as the middleman in the trade. About 
two-thirds were bought back at the,discounted price of$ 347 each by state 
troopers, who are freeto resell them to anyone in Colorado who can legally own .' 
a gun. 

Doug Smith, aTuxall employee, said a Smith & Wesson representative boxed 
•the rest, putting two IS-round magazines with each pistol and the remaining 
magazines in a separate box, and shipped them all to a wholesale gun 
distributor in Alabama. 

Westphal recalls no debate about the merits of selling high-capacity 
magazines to a gun manufacturer. 'Quite honestly, at' the time that issue was 
not even brought to my attention. Of course since that time it's been a very 
hot topic,' he said. 

" Westphal grew more uncomfortable with the second part of the Smith & Wesson 
deal: trading away 10 M-16 military rifles for $ 500 each. The State Patrol had 
converted the M-16s from automatic weapons to semiautomatic rifles; which fire 
one bullet with each squeeze of the trigger. But because they could be 
easily reconverted to automatic weapons, they had to be sold to someone with a 
special1icense to own machine guns. ' 

The patrol kept the M-16s.while Smith & Wesson hunted for a buyer. Recently 
a Smith & Wesson representativecallerl to say a buyer had been found. Could the 
State Patrol ship the M-16s to a wholesale gun distributor in Miami? 

The chief bought the M -16s back. 'I just didn't like the feel of that,' he 

said. 


Two events made the market for assault weapons in general, and police 



pistols in particular, a hot topic this year. In April, Dylan Klebold used a 
TEC-DC9 assault pistol made just before the assault weapons ban to attack his 
classmates at Columbine High School. Last month, Buford Furrow used a Glock 
pistol sold by a police department in the state of Washington to shoot children 
at a Jewish community center in Los Angeles and kill a postal worker. 

In Colorado, the Columbine High shooting led the Aurora Police Department to 
. reverse a longstanding policy permitting the sale ofused and confiscated guns. 

But first, the department decided to go ahead with one last sale. 

On July 15, Aurora police took 206 guns to a local gun store, Dave's Guns, 

and received a $ 19,575 credit toward the purchase of future police supplies. 


The department sold six Jennings, Lorcin, Phoenix and Raven pistols - all 

cheap, California-made pistols commonly called Saturday night specials - for $ 

5 each. 


It got $ 250 apiece for a Glock pistol and a Norinco rifle with 

high-capacity magazines. It got $ 65 for an Intratec TEC-22, a smaller version 


. n 
of the assault pistol Klebold took to Columbine High, and $ 300 for a MAC-l 0, 
an assault weapon' banned in 1994 that was notoriously easy to convert to a 
machine gun. 

Aurora police spokesman Bob Stef said the department later reclaimed the 

MAC-l 0, deducted the $ 300 cred,it and destroyed the gun. 'We just felt it was 

in the best interest of the community to get that one back,' he said. 


Until this year, the Aurora department routinely sold guns it con'fiscated 

from criminals. 'Almost exclusively, it helped to equip the SWAT team,' Chief 

Verne Saint Vincent said. 'It helped us buy some very expensive weaponry, as 

well as bulletproof vests, ballistic shields, those types of items.' 


But after the Columbine High ~ragedy, Saint Vincent decided the risk of 

putting guns back on the street outweighed the economic benefits to his 

department. 


. By then, 'w<? had already in my mind made a commitment to make that deal' 
with Dave's Guns, he said. But 'I told my executive staff - this is the last 
one. We're not going to be in the business ofdoing this anymore.' 

Dave Anver, owner of Dave's Guns, has a good reputation 
with law-enforcement agencies. He buys police guns, sells police supplies and 
maintains police weapons. Posted inside his front door is a newspaper article 
on the Denver police gang unit. 



The al,1icle explains that almost half the guns seized by the gang unit were 
cheap Saturday night specials. Beneath it, Anver posted a pledge not to sell 
10 brands of 'trash' guns at any ,price. Five brands - Intratec, Jennings, 
Lorcin, Phoenix and Raven - 'we,re on the list of handguns Aurora police sold to 
his store for $ 5 to $ 65. " 

Anver said a gunsmith paid him $ 5 each to strip parts from the cheap 
pistols, and he' then returned the receivers with serial numbers to Aurora 
police. 

'I think all of the garbage weapons were destroyed,' he said. 'I'll be 
damned if I ever support somebody's right to have a piece of 'Saturday Night' 
crap like that.' 

Dave's Guns served as a middleman in several of Colorado's police gun 
trades. 

In the last three years, the Department of Corrections has shipped 80 
semiautomatic pistols, some with pre-ban magazines, to Anver's store. Denver 
police sent him 197 used Remington shotguns in a 1996 trade for new shotguns. 

Some police guns stay in his shop. But most are shipped to wholesalers, who 
in turn distribute them nationally to retail gun stores. 

'There is no way on God's green earth to sell a thousand of the same 
pistols' at a single retail store" Anver said. 

About 50 of the pistols sold by the Corrections Department to three 
different gun dealers in the last three years came with magazines banned from 
manufacture in 1994. 

'The reason for trading is economics: You save a lot of taxpayer money,' 
said Liz McDonough, a DOC spokeswoman. 

She emphasized that the Corrections Department sells pistols only to 
federally licensed firearms dealers. 'Weire relying on that system to work and 
believe that it does,' she said. 

Change in policy 

The Jefferson County Sheriffs Department, the agency investigating the 
Columbine High massacre, sold a few AR-15 as$ault rifles - a: sale Sheriff John 
Stone said will not be repeated. Two cities inlefferson County, Lakewood and 
Littleton, also sold AR-15s made before the assault weapons ban. 



To sell or not to sell: For law-enforcement agencies throughout Colorado, 
the gun-disposal question has created a powerful dilemma, pitting fiscal vs. 
moral concerns. In Mesa County, it keeps Sheriff Riecke Claussen in a quandary. 

Claussen destroys sawed-off or unsafe guns, but he said he can't decide what 
to do with confiscated guns that are in good condition. So he keeps them­
indefinitely - in evidence. He guesses he has several thousand in his evidence 
vault, including a few collector's items worth thousands ofdollars each. 

'I am loath to destroy them, but I'm also cognizant it's not the most 
popular thing to do, to put guns back on the street,' Claussen said. 'I guess 
you could say I'm in a position of, analysis'paralysis.' 

The sales of used police guns in Colorado have been dwarfed by some 
trade-ins on the East Coast and in California, where most large police 
departments purchase handguns for their officers. 

IriWashington, D.C., for example, Glock obtained nearly 5,600 guns and 
17,000 'pre-ban' magazines in a single pistol trade with the city police 
department. . 

In New York state, a scandal erupted from a gun trade involving the 
law-enforcement branch of its Department of EnVIronmental Conservation that 
enabled Glock to get back more than 700 'pre-ban' pistols just three years 
after it sold them. That trade, like the Colorado State Patrol exchange, 
involved a switch from 9mm to .40-caliber models and allowed officers to 
buy back their weapons at a discount. 

In December 1996, the New York state inspector general reported that many 
conservation officers had resold pre-ban pistols for profit, in some cases to 
people ineligible to buy them. Three ofthe guns traded in by a law-enforcement 
agency switching gun models twice in three years had been traced to people 
arrested in Miami and Los Angeles. 

Days later, New York Gov. George Pataki ordered all state agencies to stop 
trading in used police guns and destroy them instead. . 

In Colorado, the state wildlife agency is proposing a similar trade with the 
same gun manufacturer. 

For about seven years, Division ofWildlife officers have carried 
.40-caliber Smith & Wesson pistols, Model 4026. 'The problem we've got is 
they don't make the 4026 anymore,' said John Bredehoft, the agency's 
law-enforcement chief. 



In January, the division ofwildlife plans to buy new AO-caliber pistols 
from Glock. Under terms ofthe proposed trade, Glock would get all 250 of the 
division's Smith & Wesson pistols, along with its 'pre-ban' II-round magazines, 
and Colorado wildlife officers would have an opportunity to buy those used 
pistols at a discount. 

'It makes a lot of fiscal sense to trade these handguns,' Bredehoft said. 
'Of course, it would bother me if the handgun ended up someplace where it 
wasn't supposed to be.' 

The continuing sales. of used police weapons with 'pre-ban'magazines 
troubles U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, the California Democrat who introduced 
legislation, now in a conference committee, to stop all imports of 
high-capacity magazines. 

'One ofour main goals is to' dry up ~he supply ofthose magazines,' said 
Howard Gantman, Feinstein's spokesman. ' 

'HaVIng police agencies resell them to firearms dealers has the opposite 
effect. It's keeping them available.' 

Staff writers Peter G. Chronis and Nancy Lofholm contributed'! to this report. 

GRAPHIC: PHOTO: Special to The Denver PostlMickey Krakowski Mesa County Sheriff 
Reicke Claussen inspects one of thousands of guns his department has seized from 
criminals over the years. Most remain in his evidence vault and he can~t decide 
whether to destroy them, sell them or keep them indefinitely. PHOTO: The Denver 
Post/Barry Staver Colorado State Patrol Chief Lonnie Westphal, showing his 
AO':caliber pistol, says the agency traded 'pre-ban' weapons back to dealers 
without considering the effects on the market for the guns. The Denver Post 
Sold by Colorado police 
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HEADLINE: SOURCE OF BROWN DRUG CHARGE EMERGES; 

CAMPAIGN: FORMER STATE POLICE VETERAN REPEATS HIS ACCUSATIONS ON 

NETWORK NEWS. 

THE CALIFORNIAN AGAIN FLATLY DENIES THE ALLEGATIONS. 


BYLINE: By MARK GLADSTONE and KENNETH REICH, TIMES STAFF WRITERS 


BODY: 

One of ABC News' six anonymous sources who have alleged that drugs were used 

at the Los Angeles home ofEdmund G. (Jerry) Brown Jr. while he was governor 
went public with his accusations Wednesday. 

Robert E. Ford, now a weapons designer for Rocky Mountain Anns Inc., an· 
arms manufacturer in Longmont, Colo., said on ABC's nationwide news broadcast 
that while he was with the California State Police, from 1976 to 1978, he and 
other security officers saw marijuana cigarette butts in ashtrays at Brown's 
Laurel Canyon home and found a white, powdery residue there that tested positive 
for cocaine content. 

"We'd find small roaches left, rather incompletely burned marijuana 
cigarettes," he said. "You could smell marijuana coming from the residence." 

Brown has flatly denied the allegations. Campaigning for the Democratic 
presidential nomination in Pennsylvania on Wednesday, he said: "We are trying to 
keep up with this malicious story of ABC's.... We are going to prove ABC 
wrong, and I'm going to want an apology from (ABC president) Roone Arledge," 

Ford said in the brief, on-camera interview that he was convinced that Brown 
was aware of the alleged drug use. 

"As far as him stating that he didn't see it," Ford said ofBrown's denials, 
"he. would have to be blind and have no sense of smell to not be aware of what 



I 
I 


I 

r 

. was going on there." I 

. I 
, 

Ford did not say, however, that he saw anyone in the Brown home use either of 
. the drugs. j . 

Pressed for details later in telephone inteo/iews, Foret told The Times he did 

not believe Brown used drugs. I . 


"He has some strange habits, but dope is ~ot one ofthem,1I he said. 
! 

"It could have been (his) friends were the~e," he went on. "But·officers .. 
could smell marijuana there when the govefnorcame. Sometimes, the smell was in 
the air.". . i 

Ford also said he felt Brown did not liket have officers on his security 

detail who had worked for Ronald R~agan,lhis predecessor. 


"There was an animosity between us that should never have occurred," he said. 

Brown could not be reached for comment 
! 
on the point. 

• I 

Ford told ABC that he and other officers iwere warned by supervisors to ignore 

the alleged drug use. .• 


. . I 

"We were told 'if you enjoy your job, yo~'d better re-evaluate what you are. 

seeing,' " Ford said. "Or, 'if you're that uncbmfortable, we have another 

assignment available for.you.' " ! 


I 
I 
I 

ABC said that Ford told them he reported the drug allegations to Capt. Donald 
. I 

Buckland, now retired. Contacted by The Times, he called Ford's allegations "a 
d~, out-and-out lie. I ' 

I 

"Ifthis kind of stuffwas reported to me, linvolvillg the governor, it would 

have instantly been repoljed upward," he s,aid. "It was never reported to me. It 


, • I 

was always q~iet out there (at the Brown !i0me)." 
! 

In Sacramento, Capt. Robert Donnalley, !spokesman for the State Police, 
confirmed that Ford had been with the de~artment in the Los Angeles area during 

I . 
Brown's first term as governor, before 197:8. Ford joined the Pasadena Police 
Department on Sept. 11, 1978, and left Ndv. 17, 1986, a Pasadena spokesman said. . I.' '. 


The charges ofdrug use at Brown's hom~ were first aired by ABC last week, 
and heatedly denied by Brown and many 6fhis associates. The network came under 
fire from them and some figures in the ne~s media for using only anonymous 
sources in its initial reports. i 

I 



During his campaign day Wednesday, Brown pitched himself squarely at 
organized labor in heavily unionized Pennsylvania. He stressed his support for 
strengthening unions and for instituting universal medical care during 
appearances before labor groups in Erie and Bethlehem. He denied that his 
chances had been undercut when a key AFL-CIO committee recommended Monday that 
the 14-million member labor group endorse Arkansas Gov. Bill Clinton for the 
Democratic nomination. 

Brown repeatedly stressed his support for a "single-:payer" universal health 
insurance program run by the government or by private, nonprofit agencies. 

Referring to Harris Wofford, a Pennsylvania Democrat who won an upset victory 
for U.S. Senate last year largely on the strength of his advocacy of universal 
medical care, Brown noted that no such program has yet emerged from Congress. 

"Why? Because $30 million goes into the (congressional) campaigns from drug 
companies, from insurance companies and from equipment manufacturers," he said. 

Times staff writers Jack Cheevers in Erie, Pa., and John Hurst in Sacramento 
contributed to this story. Gladstone reported from Sacramento, Reich from Los. 
Angeles.FORD, ROBERT E 
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HEADLINE: 2 sides keep guns cocked 

BYLINE: By Jennifer Toomer-CookDeseret News staff writer 

BODY: 
Groups pushing a citizens initiative to remove legally concealed guns from 


churches and schools aren't too upset that lawmakers shot down legislation with 

a similar target. . 


In fact, some said Tuesday's House Education Standing Committee action may 

add momentum to their effort to let voters, dubbed "the silent majority" by Utah 

Education Association president Phyllis Sorensen, decide theissue in November. 

Utah PTA and school officials agree. 


"By preventing any kind of reasonable legislation from going forward, that 

lends support to the idea there's no way the Legislature will ever act," said 

Doug Bates, director of school law and legislation for the state Office of 

Education. 


"Bring it on," gun rights advocates indicate. Winton Clark Aposhian ofthe 

Utah SelfDefense Instructors Network says an educated public won't support the 


. initiative, which targets upstanding citizens with no desire to become 
"gun-toting Rambos." He says existing laws adequately address gun crimes in 
schools. . 

"I would love to put it to the vote of the people," he said. "This entire 

situation is serving to educate the pUblic ... and we stand on our record." 


Facing a room packed with more than 100 residents -- mostly gun-rights 
advocates -- the committee voted 7-6 to table HB248, sponsored by House Minority 
Leader Dave Jones, D-Salt Lake. The bill is similar to the citizens petition, 
thou~h the petition would make colleges gun-free zones, too. 

The bill failed along party lines, with the exception of the committee 



chairmen, Reps. Ron Bigelow, R-West Valley, and Lloyd Frandsen, R-South Jordan, 

who voted to keep the bill alive. 


Bigelow said that as a lay minister, he would not want guns in his church. He 

also defended fellow lawmakers, however they voted. 


"I am not aware of any legislator in the state of Utah that does not place 

the safety of children as the utmost importance," Bigelow said. ,The issue is 

"how that can properly be done." 


Jones' bill sought to take the burden off homeowners and churches to tell 

visitors they can't bring their guns inside, requiring concealed weapons permit 

holders to ask permission instead. 


Catholic and Episcopal church officials support the idea. But not Tom 

Corkish, pastor of Anchor Baptist Church in Salt Lake. He says the bill 

"discourages worshipers who need self-protection" and forces clergy to become 

policemen. 


The bill also sought to ban concealed weapons permit holders from toting guns 

into public or private schools, though principals could make exceptions, such as 

for stalking victims. Concealed weapon permit holders would have been able to 

carry guns in parking lots, streets or sidewalks next to school property. Law 

enforcement officers would be exempt 


"My bringing this bill forward does not suggest concealed weapon permit 

holders are criminals," Jones said, adding the bill is about safety, not crime. 


"I think what you have to ask yourself is, if you're a parent, does it make 

you feel more comfortable ifthere's a loaded weapon (in class)?" he said. "I 

think the vast majority ofUtahns will answer, 'No.' " 


But Janalee Tobias, founder of Women Against Gun Control, indicated schools 
, would be sitting ducks if criminals knew no guns were inside. Treat the 
situation like a good poker hand and bluff instead, she said, challenging Jones 
to a gam,e of "strip-poker" in an apparent att~mpt to illustrate her point. 

"You don't want to tell where the guns aren't," she said. 

Gov. Mike Leavitt has repeatedly urged lawmakers to tackle the guns in 

schools and churches issue. While gun restriction bills have been filed, those 

addressing that issue are not included in the GOP crime-fighting package. 


Senate President Lane Beattie, R:-West Bountiful, however, is carrying two 

bills: One would require concealed weapon permit holders to notify the principal 




when bringing a fireann into a public school, although the principal could not 
ask the person to leave or reveal to others the gun carrier is on school 
grounds. The other requires the legal gun carrier to notify a church official, 
who could tell the gun-toter to leave. . 

While Beattie has said the bills strike a compromise between gun-rights and 
gun-control advocates, SCh091 officials have said they don't go far enough. 

Jones hopes to amend those bills to include some of his own, if they make it 
to the House floor. "Now, the venue moves," he said. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH· 
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HEADLINE: 5th-graders mull pres, cons ofguns 

BYLINE: By Diane UrbaniDeseret News staff writer 

BODY: 
You never know when a gunman will invade your school, Janalee Tobias warned a 

roomful of children at South Jordan Eleme~tary. 

"The shooter might enter through that door," the gun advocate said. 

The students looked over their shoulders. Tuesday morning's classroom 

discussion had grown serious -- and not a giggle or fidget could be seen among 

teacher Laurie Erickson's fifth-graders. The 22 students listened intently to 

Tobias and other "witnesses" in a mock hearing over whether to allow teachers to 

bring guns to school. 


Teachers need concealed weapons to save lives, said Tobias, a member of Utah 

Women Against Gun Control. 


"At least guns give students and teachers a fighting chance to protect 

themselves," she said. 


That notion didn't give Il-year-old Katrina Irving much comfort. While many 

students at her school worry about attackers coming to their classrooms and 

playgrounds, she said, she doesn't want her teacher carrying a gun for 

protection. 


Two weeks ago, Erickson told her fifth-graders that they would soon have a 

chance to debate the question of guns in schools. Choose a pro or con position, 

she instructed. Do research to back it up and on the day of testimony, 

cross-examine witnesses from both sides. A jury of 12 students would then vote 

on which was the more powerful argument. 


Gun control is also the hot topic in Washington and in the State Capitol, 



where the governor and lawmakers are mulling over whether to convene a special 
session of the Legislature to consider restrictions on licensed concealed 
weapons -- including banning them from public school grounds. 

"A lot ofkids disagree" on whether teachers need firearms, said ll-year-old 
Taryn Heffernan. For her part, Taryn hopes schools stay gun-free -- as does 
witness Chris Palmer, a second-grade teacher at South Jordan Elemeritary. 

"I don't want my students visualizing me, as a role model, shooting at 
someone," said Palmer. "If! carned a gun, I wouldn't be teaching my children 
anything positive. It would be a hypocritical message to send." 

_"How would you protect your class against somebody with a gun?" asked 
gray-suited "attorney" Aaron Lawrence, 11. '~Would you poke him with a pencil? 
Would you give him an F?" 

Palmer said teachers are trained to deal with assailants in their classrooms. 

"We are taught to de-escalate when there is danger," Palmer said. "Pulling a 
gun out would escalate the situation. If a teacher is scared, her aim might not 
be perfect. More injuries could come from accidental ricochets." 

Palmer told the students she would instead use her cellular phone to call 911 
after she had gathered the children behind her or made sure they had all sought 
cover under their desks. 

IfColumbine High School's teachers had brought guns to campus, the April 20 
massacre might have been even bloodier, Palmer said. There would have been more 
shooting and possibly more injuries and deaths. 

But Claudia Hepner, another member of Women Against Gun Control, told the 
children that armed teachers might have averted the Columbine killings. 

"Knowing that some teachers have guns is like having undercover cops iilll over 
your school," Hepner said. "I would definitely send my kids to a school where 
the teachers have guns." 

Hepner passed out pink Women Against Gun Control pamphlets to students and 
teachers at South Jordan Elementary, which has a zero-tolerance policy 
prohibiting firearms on campus. 

Many students at the school don't want that policy to change, said Taryn 
Heffernan, 11. She surveyed other classrooms and found that the majority of 
children are against concealed weapons at their school. 

. I 



After 90 minutes of vehement testimony, the jury voted 8-4 against allowing 
teachers to carry guns to school. Fifth-grader Kate Compton let out a whoop. 

"I'Ih so happy," she said. Then everybody went out to recess. 
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School gun ban voted down 

By Mike Soraghari and Fred Brown 
Denver Post Capitol Bureau 

April 11 - Republican state senators Monday defeated a 
Democratic proposal to ban holders of concealed-weapons 
permits from taking their guns onlo school grounds, rekindling a 
debate over guns i~ schools that raged hotly e~en before the 



Columbine High School massacre. 

The echoes undoubtedly will be heard in Statehouse elections 
later this year a's Democrats try to take over the Senate. "I 
guess this is what we're going to see in November," said Sen. 
Bryan Sullivant, a Republican from Breckenridge whose seat has 
been aggressively targeted by Democrats. "Well, tee me up, 
because I'm a "no' vote. I'm ,going to stand up for the Second 

, Amendment." Senate Minority Leader Mike Feeley. a Lakewood I 
Democrat, said opponents were backing the gun lobby, not the 
Constitution. 

"They had a chance to keep all guns out of schools, and again , 
they didn't do it," Feeley said. "It's because they don't have the 
courage t9 stand up to the National Rifle Association and the 
Rocky Mountain Gun Owners." 

Current law bans guns from school grounds unless the person 
carrying ,the gun is in a car or has a permit to carry a concealed 
handgun. Sen. Ed Perlmutter, D-Golden, attempted to remove 
those exemptions in an amendment to Senate Bill 133, a school 
safety bill. 

The debate has been a sensitive one for Republicans. Last year, 
House. Republicans abruptly changed course after initially refusing 
to pass the ban. Gov. Bill Owens threatened to veto a 
concealed-weapons-permit bill if the ban on guns in schools 
wasn't included. The ban would have been part of the 
concealed-weapons bill if it had passed, but the bill was 
scrapped in the wake of the Columbine shootings. 

Owens said he still opposes guns in schools, but his spokesman, 
Dick Wadhams, said Perlmutter's proposal went beyond that by 
banning concealed weapons from college ,campuses. 

"It would probably be better if Democrats quit playing politics 
with safe schools and started working to make our K-12 schools 
safer," Wadhams said. 

Perlmutter said Columbine showed the need to ban guns from 
schools. 

"Using Columbine as an example is exactly appropriate," 

Perlmutter said. 


Sullivant said the proposal "wouldn't even address what 
happened there." The whole thing, he said, was "revolting to 
me." Sen. MaryAnne Tebedo, R-Colorado Springs, said she has 
attended night classes at area universities and said the ' 
campuses can be scary places at night. 

"I don't think kids should have guns at schools. I don't support 
the Columbine tragedy," Tebedo said. "I'm voting no, for the right 
to self-protect. II 
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MSNBC'S LIVE Town Hall on Guns: "UP IN ARMS: WHAT SHOULD 

AMERICA DO?" 


Wednesday, April 12, 2000 

1 :00 pm MDT/3:00 pm EDT 

. University of Denver 

(The following timetable and possible questions area working draft for internal discussion only. 
This document provides guidance only and we can add/delete or change it. All times are 
approximate and are MDT.) 

1:00 pm Cold Open followed by Tom Brokaw and a summary ofthe gun control debate . 
and the President's day so far in Colorado. 

1 :03.30 pm Tom Brokaw introduces the President from off-stage. (NOTE: The President will 
wear a wireless lavaliere microphone andproceed to a stool -- bar style, straight back 

with arms -- in the center ofthe stage beside Tom Brokaw.) 

1:04 pm- Tom Brokaw and the President discuss the following: Since gun violence is one 
1:10 pm ofthe leading causes ofdeath in America, the following issues will be discussed: 

Is the ready availability ofguns responsible for the recent shootings in schools, 
office buildings, and places ofworship? Can gun violence be curbed with more 
laws, or is this a larger societal problems? How can parents protect their children 
from the dangers of guns? Does there need to be more federal gun control laws or 
should gun control laws be done by the states? 

1:10 pm- Tom Brokaw asks member of "VIP" see potential list ofnames below - to ask 
1:14pm aquestion of the President. 

1:15 pm- Commercial Break 
1:19 pm 

1:20 pm- Tom Brokaw asks the President about gun safety; the Smith & Wesson Deal; and 
1:24 pm smart-gun technology. . 

1:25 pm- "VIP" asks a question of the President. 
1:27 pm 

1:27 pm- Matt Bai, Newsweek correspondent, asks a question of the President. 
1:28 pm 

1:28 pm- Commercial Break 
1:31 pm 

1:32 pm- "VIP" asks a question ofthe President. 
1:34 pm 



1:34 pm­
1:40 pm 

Tom Brokaw asks the President about tlW NRA's lobbying tactics and 
personal attacks on him. (note enforcement) Brokaw will show the NRA 
ad accusing the President ofbeing a liar. 

1:41 pm­
1:43 pm 

"VIP" asks a question of the President. 

1:43 pm­
1:45 pm 

Tom Brokaw asks the President about licensing and registration of handguns. 

1:46 pm­
1:48 pm 

Commercial Break 

1:49 pm­
1:52 pm 

"VIP" asks a question of the President. 

1:53 pm­
1:57pm 

Tom Brokaw and the President wrap-up discussion. 

1:58 pm­
2:00 pm 

Close and commercial break 

POTENTIAL "VIP" MEMBERS (contingent on WH approval/List is still evolving) 
Mayor Wellington Webb 
Dave Thomas, Jefferson County DA 
Attorney General Salazar 
State Rep. Doug Deane 
State Rep. Ken Gordon 
US Attorney Tom Strickland 
Gerry Whitman, ChiefofPolice, Denver 
Matt Bai, Newsweek Correspondent 
David Olinger, Denver Post reporter 
Lance Kirkland, injured Columbine student 
Tom Mauser 
Handgun Control (2 local reps tbd) 
Arnie Grossman, Co-President SAFE Colorado 
John Head, Co-President SAFE Colorado 
Brian Rohbaugh, Columbine parent whose son, Danny, was killed 
Littleton Community Task Force (2 local reps tbd) 
Raul Paradis, President, Pike Peak FireArms Coalition, gunshop owner discontinuing 

sales ofSmith&Wesson 
Dave Anver, Dave's Guns (large gunshop) 
Bob Ford, small gun manufacturer, President, Rocky Mountain Arms (per Brokaw) 



Angela Kincaid, Women Against Gun Control 
Amy Sodnikar, Colorado organizer for Million Mom March in DC 
. Carmelita Conrad, local organizer for Million Mom March in Colorado 
Brenda Flowers, Second Amendment Advocate (daughter committed suicide with handgun) 
Second Amendment Sisters (2 local ~eps tbd) 

REMINDER: MSNBC will re-air ~he President's Town Meeting at 10:00 pm EDT followed by 
a LIVE panel discussion on guns moderated by Tom Bro.kaw beginning at 11 :00 pm EDT. The 
panel includes, and hopes to include, the following: 

. Wayne LaPierre, NRA - via satellite, no interaction 
Michael Barnes, Handgun Control 
Tom Mauser 
Dave Anver, Dave's Guns 
State Rep. Doug Deane 
State Rep. Ken Gordon 
Brenda Flowers, 2nd Amendment Advocate 
Governor Bill Owens (TBD) 
Matt Bai, Newsweek 
David Olinger, Denver Post 
Mitchell Wright, husband oft~e Jonesboro, AR teacher Shannon Wright who was killed 
Kimberly Rolland, Bell Campaign -

J 

Diana-Holland, Littleton Community Task Force 
Angela Kincaid, Women Against Violence 
Bob Ford, President, Rocky Mountain Guns Shop 
Doug Painter, Executive Director, National Shooting Sports Foundation 
Jerry Oliver, Richmond, VA ChiefofPolice 

BACKDROP 
Dark panel wood with artistic renditions ofgunslMSNBC logo/No gun at POTUS 



.. , -_ ....... _ ·• ... __ .'A_ 


. I .

Women A·gaiost. Gun ~ontrol 
-n. 2bd AI'_"k" 

ir1laEqaallSpArlad­
a:&:DI." ...,. la*e 
'IbbiIa. ~ <If lJ'tIIb.. 
... w_ ~ 
Ga CoaIraI (WAGe). 
,. PlaidaII Bill a.­
.Dd1llD IIIBIIia apIcit .. 
~ DUlY sdIaaI 
~cI_ Micbig:m 
6-yeIl"'Old b)' ~ to 
~ dJ:ir "bCQ' cbil-
dnm- IUD aarol ,..D.ta. 
'lbIJias is DDt iwpaaA. 
~ CliaCOll ia .. WAGe: ~ pya WCRI foolin, 

the aM who', wi-fami.. .. / .... 2'WIiIIr uowad., bill wbeo tile 
ly: she laid. ia.' i. ~ ~ Aid okay, l1li8 

iDrBrvicw ¥licb .II1.DcA:K B\PEND,. ""ba:Ia.te III :JOIl' force. 1 ViU. bcJp_ apimt die 
'be dcaD'l __ to dIi:rw dliJdraltD 'be aaa:Jr;:er." 1'baI taught lI.c:r die huputllDUl 
pcaliCr::f&d. He bas 110 idra of boW IA JP'" 
Ia::l dIiIdnaL. 'Wi:aeD lave, #Ie JI'i,mIry 
lIIIp:IUllilicy rar ~ oar c:biJdnm. 
ADd it's' jail • pbylioklp:al f'a:t 1bId 
WOIDIG 11'0 act -IIIWB • -.• 

JpcRd ~ CliJ:lCIIa. md Iris us-. 
1bbiaa Mid. -dID ~ kt.lpIIa 
011 1a~ WUIJ:IIlD .. pm CZIIIIl1:II 
baa. ""T1II: gjmjpaJs win IIs;vs baye,e:...... said BIdy, . ' 

""Tbo .... IDII .. IDUldr::R:r ell. .. 
obttq fJDlaw~. n.~ It. 
dilIIdt-pg'lil'allla_Otblweca. .. 
e.:t iI. 1& ..-',1DIIIbIaIIl1IIIJ" ....a;. 
.... 1DIlY haft nialear. c:z~(I' c:I­
bll...... A wmDIIl -..111 bow bow ID 
rapaaa"bly .md ukJy haDdIe • firaIm so 
..CUI. c:Iieta' <::rimI:... .' . 

• DQCr.d .. pD lZIISIIQJ. ~ 
am ID think dill inmilNle abje;a _ 
niapoaaibll: mr ~ mom. ~ _ 
uat die lQQt at ... crimI:.~.'" 
Slid. 

""Par mwmp1e. Hanis etllaDold (as 
Litdelun 1DIoIl'dr:rcrs] 'WID _1DIIat Jr:a.I of 
~ ...... ~ dIIlddI mIIIe.ID 

daD aDd .ame· ~ 
md you em feel ~ 
&lid I.'lCIIIfidmL- Shi!!elJa 
how l11li JcamIId II) baodle 
I J'IIII -. !&ow. Ibc EII3 

hmpr r-ls afraid. 
"1 bid • -.If~ 

dau II BriibIm YOWlI 
University. Wo lIad a 
!MIl come ill u.d we 
practica:I aD our moves II) 
ddaId 0'1I1'SIiIl'YU,'"1"obia4 
said. . 

"'It was fltIe whcft die 

~ may ...., bea CIt _ 1IIiacI-' alii &aaa JIIIIljer pabliI:ar.laas .... to 
IlRdDg dftI&... . . '. . '. ban1cw bt::r. .,.'wbca Diy &Dd 0IIl I'm 

TcIIia wu ~~ _ .• DI:IOIIIl !DIiaD IIII1Ihd I cta.'11hc« d:ia­
..., ap:otI widl wI:Iidl CiIz!rIa ci&d 1IJlI!C8 ..flam my b.:k~~ lltidD't IDIDY 
cbe Middpa kiDbts Car .fOIiIic:I1 --- . 'JfIt1~. 'Ibsy «.m'~WIIId 110 pUu.b 111)'­
lip. paabiDc1l:ilPf b:D ~G!fIa'-... tbIq ~.IDL.... st. ~ tdII padDI:e'•. 
__ dIIII& wauId ~..... .....~ atkql t1Iah dipI., bI:rtnM:r. 
.A..ID:D::a IilIfa: Rc:ft:aiDB tID IIIIIIl c:.- ~. 
m. 6a~~ TabiD -. '"faa 
rally dIiDk • SII:IIIIIIl pII waaJd. ~& ai... 
.. klct C!D it? .. IJDw IIIIIIJ 'YIdI::m 
.. II.u tbia kid -. II last CD TV ... iD· 
~ . 

M 8'IiI::lII OIl WACiCI'~ by JtJ . 
"- Mala ..,... "BaftI J'GII C"'CI'. bII:a 
IWIkI:a:d 'by I .....Diglaal}QI W'a'c: 
IIfaid'l Hoe yaa -- dIoutIJIC \bit .... 

011» ccuW be ~)aU'" yaa 1I\11III
maw? Yo. ~ tlIc PlWCI' ID dIaap 
Ibc:III:I fediD&s. AD it rab:s is.li1de.,.,... . 

Irs' official: Our AmericaJ 
making her move for the ul 

Order H 
. meet the 

Clinton 

suppose 

Ordery. 

ADVERTISERS SH 
PAGE! ADVERnSER p~ 

<4 P 1ix 'M:IIIleD. ., said. 
"SaaaIdma Ii WOIDIIl will caD aDd I&y 

.,uied.1D be Ipi:ns1 pzIL Ba&"'" 

... 'riQimjud ill ,. llama. IDII so _ 
baII&blll..P ad1rl::cual how 1D 3booc... 

AD-wlaflla'-ad'edWAOC baa "'IIIa;t. 

SIDdI gf J:IlICmbcn.. allIJiI:mbIn ill all 50 
IIafa. .... I few • . • ' 
...,. c:aD GIIUIIdYes' • ct. 
"., l1IIIF hmboa:!!!lae~WJ.~·~YJ'S~IDe;o..!:.....~::n~~to4 
........" ID _1tk:iMI.~ 

'I'Iti.D d.cY'GCII::I Iacradf· fIIll·d,me rc 
taapIid dmm, ad. hai coaie 10 

WubiqfI::Ir ID."It a.Pl'* .....mea....... 
ucgauri:ua:l by Rep. ·HeIen ~ (Il.. 
IdIbD). '. , ' 

"Tm .Iicd¥ilt'_ • Jot 01 iauu." .. 
.w. "far'", rigblS. ...... tii~ 
- craaRt; apiut~.w"a.ad 
...... far ~ CIpIa JPI"& ••• rYe 

. bcaa bIIIi.:d m:l vaDdaU. IDJqucndy." 
DIrwclup:II..bave CVCll SUiIi Tcbiaa far try..
iDe II) IIkx:t dM:it plaIIIlO dfmtJcp CIJIIIIl 
IIfI=. ' 

ToWu'. mait paIitk:aDy iDc:rzl'er:t flpr 
itl'or ..... Sb: ...... _she hu ~ . 

....'* ,I'om ... SaIl 1.U:!t. CiIy 
~ 8m. ~..... To~ !aua't 
cIIa:IiiId ..'.aiaiI tar ~ 'IIII:k. She 
c:dDpI.. wllal waill-m .walaacbl= of== ...... wiD CiIIID _ 'IIIaaIs. D a:acL 
........... 'l'J.ac wmllliiD.viIaIbII 
110 .-.pltiu 'I'D ClXldDlX bI:r P:Id wtIIk, 
......m8ke bI:r t:l1• ... .uVlnlllly 
0IIII ~ 'How _I pit iIIvotved1°" 
' .. . . '.. . 

WIlGC-.yk 1t!ddctI1l1.~ ~m_ s.It. 
""*Ofs UrM.J~/aDIJ(IDJ.J2JI.__,-»l: 
1Ig\>@~• ."dRilfI:._~ 

9 (914) 

L-88 

http:ba:Ia.te


The company of cowboy legend and wartime 
firepower is broke and nearly out of business. 
The fall ofan American icon. By MATT'BAl . 

Dnmakin 


DONALD ZILKHA NEVER 

really planned to get into the 
gun business. In 1993 'he 
turned 42, and had yeno make 
his own fortune. Success was 
expected of him: his family 
built one of the biggest bank­
ingempires in the Middle East 

before conquering New York. He worried 
aloud to friends that his father, a philan­
thropist and banker, disapproved of him. 
Zilkha was looking for a chance to prove 
himself. and suddenly there it was., CDlt's 
Manufacturing CD.-known to the world as 
CDlt-had fallenon hard times and could be 
bought for next to nothing. 

His family, Zilkha told others, was appalled. 
His mother, a board memberatthe Metropoli­
tan Opera, thought it a dirty business. His bil­
lionaire uncle refused to help. But Zilkha de­
fied them. He was a city kid enthralled by 
cowboy legends. He was alsO a shrewd busi­
nessman, and he thought he'd found a way 
to make the guns profitable and "respect­
able." CDlt had helped America win two world 
wars; it wasn't like owning .--IIIIIIIIIJ!!!I 
some cheap handgUn mak­
er. Zilkha would buy up 
CDIt's competitors for milita­
ry weapons, Wall Street style. 
Later there were other ideas: 
u smart gUns" that would make 
the world safer, Western theme 
parks for kids. He just might 
become a modern Samuel CDlt 

Long line: Samuel Colt, who 
made 'the gun that won the 
West'in the 1830s; inspecting 
Colt .455 in the 1940s 

. Now here he was, in the summer of1999, 
sitting in his office 46 floors above midtown 
Manhattan, listening on the speaker phorie 
as CDlt executives told him the dream was 
dying. CDlt was deep, in debt and paying 
more than $300,000 a month in legal fees. 
The bank wouldn't loan him anv more cash. 

. 'WIth school shootings. dorn'inating the 
news, Zilkha's private investors wanted 
nothing more to do with guns. And if he 
didn't come up with $4 million in a hurry, 
the nation's oldest glinmaker would be 
forced to close its doors. So Zilkha did what 
he had to do. He and his part­
ner, John Rigas, secretly 
put up $1 million oftheir 

. own money so that CDlt 
could hastily build 
1,100 modified assault 

'rifles for the civilian 
. market. They knew 

those guns were in 
high demand-even 
though they're banned 



in several states. The rifles gave Colt a cash 
infusion so it could pay its factory workers. 
But itwasn'tenough; the money ran out, and 
Colt soon announced it would have to stop 
making most consumer handguns. 

The fall of Colt-"the gun that won the 
West" -reflects a shift in the wav Americans 
think about guns. Once the symbol of heroic 
lawmen and soldiers in battle, guns are now 

. the target ofgrowing public anger. Colt's jour­
ney from frontier legend to the brink ofextinc­
tion is pan ofa larger story ofgurunakers that 
turned away from hunting rifles and military 
weapons in favor ofbandguns that, in the pub­
lic's\'iew, toooiten fall into criminal hands .. 
. Little is known about the inner world ofthe 
gun industry. But exclusive NEWSWEEK in­
terviews \\ith Colt's owner and former and 
current executives teU the inside story of an 
industry in trouble-and the desperate meas­
ures gunmakers \\-ill take to save themselves. 
Lawsuits from the citiesaredrainingthecom­
panies' cash. Politicians are pushing for new 
laws. Pro-gun crusaders are threatening to 
punish any company that looks for compro­
mise. Some gunmakers vow to fight on; Smith 
& Wesson opted for a deal with the Feds to 
change its ways. Colt tried everything to save 
itself-and ended up nearly broke. 

Zilkha and the outsiders he brought to 
Colt thought they could teach other gun­
makers a thing or two about modem busi­
ness. But they knew nothing about the peo­
ple who buy guns, or the people who hate 
them. They wanted to build safer guns but 
found themselves buried under lawsuits. 
They tried negotiating , ...ith their enemies, 
only to infuriate their customers. And while 
they were able to make the kind ofhandguns 
thatsellon the street, they feared the image it 
conveyed. The well-meaning men who ran 
Colt missed a hard truth of the trade: gun­
makers don't push the latest in pocket pistols 
and assault rifles because they think every­
one should have one. Theydo it to sunive. 

Only a trickle ofguns-military rifles and 
engraved collectibles-now flows from the 
troUbled Colt plant in West Hartford, Conn, 
But Colt was once so \ibrantthatthe old plant 
and its grounds were known as Colts\ille, a 
town unto itself. Sam Colt invented his re­
volver in the 1830s; by the end ofWorld War II 
his pistol wasjn the holster ofe\'ery American 
soldier and most cops, too. During the Viet­
nam War, the company churned out as many 
as 50,000 M·16samonth. . 

Butthen. in the 1970s, revolvers gave way to 
semiautomatic pistols, As gun sales sagged in 
an increasingly urban country, gunmakers . 
carne to rely on the only market \\ith any 
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small and powerful self-defense 
handguns, many of which ended up on the 
street Beginning in 1968, gun-control advo­
cates fought several fierce battles with the gun 
lobby in an effort to curb handguns. But the 
gun companies themselves were never target­
ed; the public seemed not to notice them. Colt, . 
meanvllhile, had missed the inodem trend en­
tirely. Its outdated handguns weren't cOOl or 
affordable, and by.1993-after a prolonged la­
borstrike-thecompanywasbankrupt 

That's when Donald Zilkha stepped into 
the gun world, wearing pin-striped suits 
and polished leather shoes. To run the 
company he hired Ron Stewart, a former 
Chrysler executive. Stewart knew even less 
about guns than Zilkha, but he saw why 
lfandguns were the lifeblood of the indus- . 
try. He could make a concealable Mustang 

pistol cheap and sell it for 40 percent more, 
and it would be a sure source of monthly 
cash. At the plant one day in 1996, Stewart 
was introduced to Joe Cartabona, an ex-cop 
who O"'l1ed a small gun shop. Stewart 

,asked Cartabona if he stocked Colts in his 
store, and he said no. Why? "Because they 
suck,~ Cartabona replied. To test that theo- . 
ry, he and Stewart took do~ a pile of as­
sembled handguns and test-fired 20 of 
them. Eleven misfired. Stewart hired Car­
tabona. and charged him with revamping 
the handgun line. 

Cartabona had been buying and shoot­
ing handguns his entire. life. As a high­
school football star, he had been enlisted by 
school janitors to bring in his .22·caliber 
pistol and shoot the rats in the boiler room. 
Cartabonaand the Colt engineers produced 
nine light, inexpensive handguns. includ­
ing a 9mm pocket pistol made to compete 

. head-on with Smith & Wesson and Glock. 
He even developed his 0"'11 testing process: 
he and his friends would take each new 
model behind his shop, firing into a sack of 
calflivers at close range to test the gun's re­
action to "blowback" of blood and tissue. 

By i998, as the political furor over guns 
was getting louder, Cartabona and a Texas­
based company were developing a sunival­
ist gun called the Multi-Caliber. which 
would appeal to Y2K worriers because it 
could fire any caliber of bullet. "[ envi­
sioned marketing that gun with gas masks . 
and beef jerky; Cartabona says . 
. ' In his trademark black uniform with the 

Colt insignia. Cartabona may seem like the 
perfect villain for a dark industry. But in 
fact, like most gun executives, he is more 
complicated than that. He is being earnest 
when he says that he refused to advertise . 
his guns alongside tobacco ads. "The last 
'thing I want little Johnny to do is pick this 

up,see a Colt ad, then flip to the back and 

see this cigarette ad," he says, grasping a 

magazine. Genial and frank Cartabona 

says he would never sell junk guns, and he 

favors licensing and registration. He has 

used some gun profits to buy paint for the 

high school. The guns he was making at 

Colt, he says, "are designed to get you home 


. at night, which is your God-given right" 
Does Cartabona feel any responsibility for 
gun violence? "Not one iota." 

The meaner, cheaper Colt handguns 
hadn't been part ofZilkha's grand plan. He 
says he approved them because they were 
designed just for cops. In fact, Colt was ag­
gressively marketing them to the buying 
public. But Zilkha had little'choice; by 1998 
he had won back military contracts for Colt. 
but his bid to buy a major competitor had 
fallen apart, and in the wake ofschool shoot­
ings' mayors were starting to talk about su­
ing the gun industry-a new tactic that 
would be devastating to a declining indus- . 
try. Money was tight, and the new handguns 
were Colt's only promising new line. 

Selling handguns takes a ce~in mentali: 
ty. Manufacturers live by a general rule: you 
don't have to be a "gun nut," but it doesn't 
hurt to pretend. As outsiders to the industry, 
Zilkha and Stewart didn't get it. First Stew­
art, s~nsing that the gunmakers were headed 

. for the same kind of regulation as car com· 
panies, wrote an article saying the industry 
would be wise to accept some kind of regis­
tration. Gun O"'11ers revolted, turning up ev­
idence that Zilkha had contributed money to 
the New York Senate campai~ of gun foe 
Charles Schumer. The resulting grass-roots 
boycott cost Colt as much as $10 million .. 

The bad publicity and the darkening po tit­
iea! climate worried Colt's board members, 
none ofwhom had any experience in the gun 
trade. They lived in the teal world. not Charl­
ton Heston's, and the public's groV\>ing out­

"I don't want to make a gun where some guy shoots some guy, and' 
the ATF comes back here asking questions. " -BILL KEYS, CQitCEO 
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rage over handguns made them uncomfort­
able. Defending themselves against public 
lawsuits wasn'twhat.board members had in 
mind when they agreed to serve. They made 
their arguments to Zilkha in business terms, 
saying the modest profits from his sleek new 
handguns weren't worth the potentialliabili ~ 
ty, but in some cases their feelings were plain­
1y more visceral. "The guy, in my opinion, 
who was buying that gun was buying it for 
the v.Tong reason,~ says Bill Keys, a retired 
Marine general who saton the board and 
now runs the company. "I don't want to 
make a gun where some guy shoots 
some guy, and the ATF comes back here ask­
ingquestions.~As for its intended use for self­
defense, Kevs savs with militarv disdain, 
"The pocket gun i~ a ladies' gun.~ . 

Zilkha's partner, Rigas, told other board 
members that handguns were a dead-end 
business. With Stewart preparing to leave 
in 1998, Rigas stepped in 'and hired a new 
CEO: Steven Sliwa, a former NASA rocket 
scientist and college president who barely 
knew a gun from a grenade. The idea was 
for Sliwa to hurry along the "smart gun," a 
high-tech weapon that could be fired only 
bv its owner. The National Rifle Associa­
ti~n had at first warned Colt away from the 
idea, but now it had softened its stance. Sli­
wa sa~s that as a businessman he was deter· 
mined not to let his political views on guns 
affect the bottom line, but employees had 
little doubt about where he stood. Sliwa's 
\\ife cried when he took the job, but he said 
of the smart gun: "If somebody doesn't get 
in there and do this, who "vill?" 

Sliwa's stvle, a mix of academia and New 
Age, seemed almost comical in a gun factory. 
His first move was to send his executives to a 
New York shrink he called "Uncle Morty," for 
$8,000 a pop. The psychiatrist asked them, 
among other things, what their religious 
views were and how they got along with their' 
in-laws. Sliwa gave Cartabona a new title: 
"Colt Fellow." No one knew what that meant 
One executive's wife teased him about the new 
corporate culture, saying he had to go to the 
gun plant and "feel the love." Some managers 
thought Sliwa seemed afraid to handle the 
guns they put in his hand. 

Sliwa arrived with a host of ideas for seil­
ing Colt's image: videogames, theme restau­
rants, kids' books. He traveled to Las Vegas to 
meet V\ith developers about a Colt casino ~d 
kiddie ranch. In the gun business. no one in~ 
troduces a product that may not sell instantly. 
because the cash flbw is too precarious; Sliwa 
planned to roll out a new innovation every 
quarter. He was obsessed with the smart gun. 
In his desperation to find the right parts, he 
spent weeks in South Africa unsuccessfully 
negotiating to buy Vector-agunmaker that 
was selling guns to outlaw nations like Libya. . 

rop CE~rEA PkOTO. aEr':"MANN·COABIS, (;Ut.SCO\JNl'EAClOC.<WtSE ;~OIl.4 fOP lE~r, 
NO CPEOlf f:jRS~ COLT). JEFF ~IEOEl :ARMY COL it ..0 CAEOlt ;1911\ JE.F~ R:ECEL :3MM. 

'The Gun' That Won the West,' Then and Now 
Samuel Colt went bankrupt trying to sell his first revolver in the 1830s. But by the end of 
World War II, Colt's guns were king, issued to every.American soldier and most cops. 

1 The Paterson Revolver 

were 
varyingabilities, itwassaidon 

the frontier, but Colonel Colt made 
them all equal. Here's how. The world's 

first revolver turned Colt into a legend and 
changed the firearms trade forever. 

Colt's new and 
improved Single 

. Action Army re­

. volver, unveiled in 
. 1873. became the standard 
sidearm for the U.S. military. 

3 The 1911 Pistol 

for a r:tew 
kind of\var­
fare, the M·16 
.-\.ssault Rifle 
made its name 
in the rice 
fields ofViet . 
nam. Today's 

9mmcon­
sumer handgun en­
tered the market in 
1998. signaling a new 
kind ofColt pistol for 
a new kind ofbuyer. 
It is no longer made. 



Unknown to the rest ofthe industrY, Stew­
art and other Colt officials had bee~ ~eeting 
secretly \\ith anti-gun activists to dt;Velop a 
strategy for introducing the smart gun. Sliwa' 
continued the process andwent a step fur­
ther, appearing at an anti·gun conference. 
He was so concerned about Colt's image that 
on the day of the Columbine High School 
shootings last April, he wanted to make 
some gesture to the families. His New York 
media consultant talked him out of it, saying 
it would seem empty. 

While Sliwa was busy being a "change 
agent," Colt was sinking. Growing legal 
bills and a delay on a foreign rifle deal had 
the company in a bind. Zilkha had man­
aged to buy a smaller competitor, taking 
on additional debt. But if the pocket 
guns could help pay the bills, Sliwa wasn't 
interested. Thev weren't the future. He 
would phase them out, along with the 
profitable assault-style rifles, leaving only 
the socially acceptable, high-priced col­
lectible guns. Cartabona's new 9mm pistol 
and his Y2K gun had locked !-IP more than 
12,000 orders at the industry's annual 
Shot Show, but neither would ever come 
to market. There ~vere no parts. 

Sliwa.had even more worries. By summer 
it was ob"ious that employees had been ly­
ing about the inventory of completed rifles 
in order to mislead the bank and keep the 
loans flo\ving. in. Sliwa had evidence that 
employees were stealing guns and products 
from the plant. On the verge of losing his 
beloved smart gun to bankruptcy, Sliwa 
agreed to leave his job and spin off a 
separate company that would .~~~",."" 
raise money for the project. No­
body wanted to invest. 

On an unseasonably warm day 
in December, just before Christ­
mas, everyone responsible for sell­
ing new handguns arrived at the 
plantto find he had been furloughed 
without pay. Joe Cartabona left Colt 
\\ith his Pony Pocket Lite pistol still . 
in his front pocket, among the last the 
company would ever make. The peo­
ple who ran Colt had used up their 
time and money looking for another way to 
sunive-something that wouldn't make 
them social pariahs. "I just don't think there 
was an affinity with the final customer: a 
board member says. "1 don't believe we were 
the kind ofO\vnershipor board that "''lIS capa­
ble ofrunningagun company." 

Donald Zilkha is still trying. He's now 
negotiating to buy yet another foreign 
competitor. His family wishes he would 

The ex-cop: Cartabona's 
schemefor producing 
meaner, cheaper hand­
guns had rzever been part 
'ofCott's plan; a 1982ad 
evokingJohn Wayne 

Do he and other gunmakers bear any of 
the blame for gun violence? "People don't 
take responsibility for things anymore," 

. Zilkha says in frustration. Then he relates a 
pai.nful story from when he was 8 years old. 
He and some friends were at a birthday 
party, playing like swashbucklers with 
kitchen knives, when one kid stabbed an­
other in the liver and accidentally killed 
him. The problem, he explains, was \\ith 
the kid~, not the knife. "It is tragic. it is a 
great lesson, in a sense.' One has to have a 
cer'ta;in amount of discipline. One needs to 
take responsibility." It is an argument he' 
makes a lot thesedavs. Donald Zilkha is all 
grown up now, and being a cowboy isn't 
nearly what it seemed. • 

dump Colt once and for all, but with the in­
dustry in crisis he doesn't have that option. 
"I'd love to,".Zilkha says. "But the fact is, 
who wants to ouy a piece ofcancer?" He is 
eating french toast at Manhattan's Four' 
Seasons Hotel, reflecting on what went 
WTong. He blames the lawsuits for Colt's 
demise. He expects that sooner or later the 
American gun industry \\ill be reduced·to 
nothing. . 

" [The new Colt handguns] were designed to get you home at· . 
night, which is your God-given right" dOE CARTABONA.formerCoitojficiai 
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High Noon in Gun Valley 
Smith & Wesson's deal with 
Clinton on new safety rules is . 
roiling the gun lobby. The 
inside story of the secret 
breakthrough. 

By Matt Bai . 
Newsweek, March 27, 2000 

Ed Shultz is a hard guy to figure Dealing in gun reform: a Smith & Wesson ,38 caliber 
~ 11' k I' ' revolver wIth an attached tngger lock (Courtesy Smith 

even to le ow gunma ers. n a & Wesson) , 

business often defined by Q
ideology, Smith & Wesson's 
CEO is the ultimate pragmatist. .0N'Ai'R 
A gruff Midwesterner, Shultz ~flAr~b ~IJDIO 

got his start in metals and office furniture-not firearms-and when the 
gun lobby and the White House start shouting at each other, it's not, 
always clear whose side he~s on. "I'm not willing to be a pawn in a 
'political chess 'game," he says with typical bluntness. So when the 
industry abruptly decided to break off negotiations with the White House 
on new gun-safety rules early this year-arid Shultz made it plain that he 
still preferred a deal-the other gun barons weren't sure ifhe was with 
them or not. 

They got their answer last week. Shultz broke ranks and secretly cut a 
sweeping deal with the White House to keep Smith & Wesson out of 
court, agreeing to wide-ranging concessions'such as locking devices and 
required training for its customers. To a stunned gun lobby, and to some 
of his closest colleagues, it was an act of treason. "Wow," exclaimed 
Jonathan Mossberg, whose family makes the venerable Mossberg , 
shotgun. "It would have been nice to' be told." Shultz's old friends at the 
National Rifle Association instantly became his mortal enemies, faxing 
members a scathing alert with his office number attached. To Shultz, 
typically, it wasn't personal-.it was business. "I'm concerned for the 
industry," Shultz told NEWSWEEK in an interview just after the 
announcement."~ut at some point, the company has to save itself." 

In the gun world, that's getting harder to do. With more than 20 cities 
suing the gunmakers, claiming they make unsafe guns and do nothing to 
keep them from.criminals, and with the Clinton administration and two 
states threatening to pile on, the companies are facing extinction by legal 
fees. Meanwhile the rhetoricin Washington is verging on the hysterical; 
even some Republicans-including George W. Bush-seem resigned to 
some kind ofgun control. A bottom-line man if there ever was one, 
Shultz concluded it would cost less to overhaul his business than it 
would to pay an army of lawyers' to salvage it. Never mind that Smith's 
revolvers are still assembled by old men at rusted metal desks; Shultz'S 
story shows that the hlwsuits have forever changed life in Gun Valley. 
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Smith & Wesson may now face an even more determined enemy: the 
people who buy its products. Twice befo.re in recent years, gun ' 
companies-Colt and Sturm, Ruger-have embraced far more modest 
reforms. In each case, a consumer boycott cost them millions. This time 
the NRA 10st.Iittle.time in recasting the nation's most respected ' 
gunmak~r as a greedy foreigner taking a torch to the Bill of Rights. 
(Smith is owned by a British firm.) Bracing himself at the company's , 
Springfield, Mass., headquarters, Shultz said he'd take a rapid consumer 
uprising over years of costly litigation. "I'm willing to take my chances," , 
he said, sighing. "It's the difference between dying of a heart attack and 
dying of cancer. The risk is the same. But one is considerably more 
painful." 

The settlement was a coup for Housing Secretary Andrew Cuomo, who . 
,. 	 stepped into the fray of gun litigation last year. The gunmakers were 

looking hard for a way out of court, but the companies needed to cut a 
deal with someone who had the power to make all the'city lawsuits go 
away. Cuomo and White House aide Bruce Reed were supposed to meet 
with industry negotiators at the annual Shot Show in Las Vegas last 
January to begin hammering out a compromise. But then the companies 
suddenly changed their minds; some execs apparently choked at the idea 
of giving Clinton an election-year victory at their expense. Shultz was 
annoyed. He had 800 employees, most of whom have been working in ' 
the plant for 20 years. A few miles down the road, Colt was already 
laying off hundreds of workers because of a cash shortfall it blamed on 
the litigation. When a Cuomo deputycaUed to feel him out, Shultz 
decided to listen. 

Shultz met with Cuomo's negotiators first in Nashville, Tenn., where 
Smith has it subsidiary, and then in Springfield and Washington. It came " 
down to a marathon meeting at an airport hotel in Hartford, Conn., last 
Wednesday, where Cuomo and Shultz finally met in person. In his usual 
tough manner, Shultz says the discussion was all business. But others in , 
the room say he and Cuomo developed a mutual trust. The last sticking· , 
point was the most important: in order for the settlement to take effect, at 
least 10 cities had to sign on. Shultz worried that Cuomo wouldn't be 
able to deliver them. Sometime after midnight, Cuomo told him: "I'll bet 
you that I can." "You really think so?" Shultz teased. "Put your money 
where your mouth is.',' In front of incredulous aides, they structured a 
$60 personal wager on the cities. A handshake sealed the bet, which 
CuomQ won. ' 

The real goal of the lawsuits has always been clear: to take the 
gun-control issue away from Congress and force the industry to regulate 
itself. The Smith' & Wesson pact went a long way toward making it 
happen. The agreement includes a weakened version of the"one gun a 
month" proposal so hated by the NRA; under the plan, anyone who buys 
more than one gun will have to wait 14 days to take the rest home. Smith 
won't allow any of its guns to be sold at a gun show unless all buyers are 
subjected to a background check. Dealers will have to make their gun , 
stocks "theft-proof," walling them offin some cases, if they want to 
carry Smith & Wessons. And Smith will personalize all its new 
handguns with new technology-meaning that they can be fired only by 
their owners-within three years. 

As it happened, the announcement capped the most dramatic-and least 
civil-week in the ongoing political debate over guns. In an unusually 
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harsh exchange, Wayne LaPierre, the NRA's executive vice president, 
said President Clinton had "blood on his hands" for a murder in Illinois, 
because the killer could have been prosecuted under federal law for 
trying to buy a gun illegally. "He's willing to accept a certain level of 
killing to further his political agenda," LaPierre said. Seemingly 
unbothered, Clinton chided him for shedding" crocodile tears." LaPierre 
was probably playing, in part, to his own audience; the NRA's annual 
board meeting is a month away, and his comments about Clinton are 
likely to go over well with the true believers. But in more moderate 
Republican circles, the attack on the president was seen as less than 
helpful. Spooked House members urged a compromise on the Hill, while 
New York Gov. George Pataki endorsed a list of gun-control 
proposals-including trigger locks and a tougher assault-weapons 
ban-that even a liberal could love. Straddling the fault line in his own 
party, Bush seemed almost in denial. Responding in·a statement to the 
Smith & Wesson deal, he praised the trigger-lock provision but ignored 
the rest. 

Ed Shultz hopes he can leave all this behind and go back to his day 
job-making guns. It's not likely to be business as usual. The NRA 
needs money for its election-year battles in crucial swing districts, and 
Smith & Wesson is likely to feature prominently in its fund-raising 
appeals. The lobby never tells its members whose guns they should 
boycott, exactly, but it doesn't take a cryptologist to get the message. As 
of last week, a defiant Shultz hadn't tried to talk to anyone in the gun 
lobby. "I have no reason to," he says. Other companies are waiting 
anxiously to see if dealers or distributors will cave in to pressure and 
refuse to stock Smith guns. In a dwindling market, some gunmakers may 
even join the rebellion. "They'll demonize us and take whatever 
competitive advantage they can get by going to the user community and 
saying we've done some terrible thing," Shultz says. Still, if any 
guninaker can survive the onslaught, it's Smith & Wesson. For one 
thing, the company sells some 25 percent of its handguns to cops, not 
general consumers. And those people who do buy Smith's vaunted 
high-end guns may not be quick to give them up. 

It's probably only a matter of time before other big companies follow 
Shultz's lead. Sources say Shultz tried unsuccessfully to persuade 
another giant, Glock, to join in the agreement. (Glock officials couldn't 
be reached for comment.) Emboldened by the settlement, lawyers for the 
cities say the Smith & Wesson deal is a limited-time offer. "There is a 
risk to coming forward first," sayS Dennis Henigan of the Center to 
Prevent Handgun Violence. "So we made compromises with Smith & 
Wesson that we may not be willing to make later." One promise the 
lawyers made has held true: Smith & Wesson didn't pay a dime to settle 
the suits, and nobody appears to have profited from the agreement. 
Unless, of course, you count the $60 in cash that ended up in Andrew 
Cuomo's pocket, his winnings from a gunmaker. The way Ed Shultz 
figures it, that's still a pretty good deaL . 

© 2000 Newsweek, Inc. 
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NRAADS 
Released March 10,2000 

\. 

Script of "Crack House" . 

CHARL TON HESTON: When a 6-year-old in a crack house finds a stolen gun and shoots a 
schoolmate, the president doesn't demand gun theft prosecution or busting drug dealers. He 
demands safety locks. 

Don't get me wrong -- nobody supports safety locks more than the NRA But his solution is to 
give crack house drug dealers .:. safety Mr. Clinton, when what you say is w~ong, that's a 
mistake. When you know it's wrong, that's'a lie. 

(On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association of America) 
, 

. Script of "Criminal Lottery" (TV) 

CHARL TON HESTON: Mr. Clinton, before you peddle more gun laws, let's see if you're 

enforcing what you've got. Of all federal gun convictions in 1998, here's a chilling example of 

how many went to prison: 


Eight in San Francisco, 14 in New Jersey, nine in Pittsburgh, two in Washington, O.c. With odds 

that good, criminals can't 10se.(Source: FBI Uniform Crime Reports 199&) 


More laws won't make us safer, more prosecution will -- with a president who knows the .. 

difference. 


(On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association of America) 
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THE.WHITE HOUSE: 	 "00 APR 11 ~'M7:52 . 
WASHINGTON 

April 12, 2000 

MSNBC'S TOWN MEETING ON GUNS 

DATE: 
LOCATION: 
TIME: 

FROM: 

I. PURPOSE 

Wednesday, April 12,2000 
University of Denver, Denver. Colorado 

,Briefing: . Aboard AF I en'route Denver, Colorado 
Briefing: 12:35 pm - 12:50 pm MDT 
Town Meeting: . I :00 pm 2:00 pm MDT' 
Joe Lockhart 

For you to participate in an MSNBC-televised town meeting on the gun control debate: 

II. BACKGROUND 

I' You will participate in the first hour of MSNBC's two-hour town meeting on the issues 
of gun ownership, regulation and control, "Up in Arms: What Should America Do?" 
moderated by NBC News' Tom Brokaw from the University of Denver. During the first 
hour, Brokaw will interview you and take questions from audience members, followed by 
a .second hour that, begins at 11 :00 pm EDT, in which Brokaw will moderate a live 

. debate with advocates representing opposing points of view on the gun .. 

The Town Meeting will air live on MSNBC. Additionally, NBC Nightly News will air 
live from Denver with reports on the town meeting as well as news of the day. 
MSNBC will re-air the Town Meeting at 10:00 pm EDT, followed by a LIVE panel 
discussion on guns that will include members of Congress~ administration officials. gun 
manufacturers, and citizens, moderated by Tom Brokaw, beginning at 11:00 pm EDT. 

Expect the following questions from Brokaw: 

• 	 Is the ready availability of guns responsibl~ for the recent shqotings in schools, office 
buildings, and places of worship? 

• 	 Can gun violence be curbed with mor,e laws, or is this a larger societal problems? 
How can parents protect their children from the dangers of gun? 

• 	 Does there need to be more federal gun control laws or should gun control laws be 
done by the s~ates? 

Expect further discussion on gun safety, the Smith & ,wesson Deal, smart-gun 
technology, theNRA, and licensing and registration of handguns. . 

One of the questions will come from News~eek correspondent Matt Bai, who has 
. recently written on the Smith & Wesson deal and .. the gun manufacturer Colt (see attached 

articles.) Brokaw will also air 2 NRA ads. The scripts are attached. 



[II. PARTICIPANTS. 

YOU. 
Tom Brokaw 

Audie~ce members who will ask questions and/or make comments. (see attached list) 

Approximately 350 University of Denver students, some of whom have submitted pre- . 


. screened questions to NBC and who may be called upon. 

[v. PRESS PLAN 

The Town Meeting wiU air live on MSNBC. Additionally, NBC Nightly News will air 
live from Denver with reports oli. the town meeting as well as news ofthe day. 
MSNBC will re-air the Town Meeting at 10:00 pm EDT, followed by a LIVE panel 
discussion on guns that will include members of Congress, administration officials, gun 
manufacturers, and citizens, moderated by Tom Brokaw, beginning at 11 :00 pm EDT. 
The Town Meeting will also be transcribed for immediate release. 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS' 

• 	 Upon arrival YOU will proceed to hold for a logistical briefing and makeup. 

• 	 YOU will proceed immediately to the backstage area where you will put on a wireless 
lavelier microphone. YOU must be in place by 12:55 pm. 

• 	 At exactly I :00 pm, the following occurs: 
FIRST SEGMENT (Total Running time: approx. 14 minutes) 

• 	 Town Meeting begins. 
• . Tom Brokaw is announced onto stage and welcomes everyone. 

I 	 .. 

• Brokaw introduces a set-up piece on the gun control debate in America and YOUR 
I 

day in Colorado. At this time YOU proceed on stage unannounced. 

• 	 Br~kaw introduces YOU (YOU are already seated) 

• 	 Possible Questions By BrokawTo YOU: 

• 	 What would you like t6 say to the people of Colorado as we approach the one­
year anniversary ofCo:tumbine? How important is the gun show loophole? 

• 	 Does there need to be tnore gun control laws or is more enforcement the answer? 

• 	 Why shouldn't the states - like Maryland and Colorado - and not the federal 
government pass gun l~ws?' . 

• 	 Questions And/Or commehts from "VIP" Audience follow (approx. 6 questions if 
time allows) I. 

I 

• 	 Commercial Break (appro x: 3 minutes, 15 seconds)
I

SECOND SEGMENT (Total Running Time: Approx. 10 Minutes, 5 Seconds) 
TOPIC: Smith & Wessbn (Footage Of Rose Garden Announcement To Be Shown) 

• Possible Questions by Brdkaw to YOU; 	 .. 

• 	 How did the agreemeqt coine to be with Smith & Wesson? 

• 	 Are you working wit hi gunmakers to develop smart gun technologies and do you 
think they: 11 work? I .' . 

• 	 Are more safety devices on guns the answer? 
. . I 

I 
I 
I 



.,'!' 

, 

• Question From Student In Audience (Question Is Pre-Screened By NBC Producers) 

• 	 Question From Matt Bai, Newsweek, O~ The Smith & Wesson Agreement 

• 	 QuestionsA~d/Or Comments From "VIP" Audience Follow (Approx.4 Questions) 

• 	 Commercial Break (Approx. 2 Minutes, 40 Seconds) 
THIRD SEGMENT (Total Running Time: 'Approx. lO.Minutes, 35 Seconds) 

TOPIC: NRA ATTACKS (NOTE: Crack House And Criminal Lottery Attack Ads 
Will Be Shown) 

• . Possible Questions By Brokaw To YOU 

• 	 Crack House Attack Ad Is Shown - YOU Respond 

• 	 Criminal Lottery Attack Ad Is Shown YOU Respond (Note:.Brokaw Will Follow-
Up With You After Response Is Given) . 

• 	 Questions And/Or Comments From "VIP" Audience Follow (approx. 5 questions) 

• 	 Questions From Students (Approx. 2-Questions Are Pre-Screened By NBC) 

• 	 Commercial Break (Approx. 3 Minutes, 20 Seconds). . 
. FOURTH SEGMENT (Total Running Time: approx. 6 minutes, 35 seconds) 

TOPIC: LICENSE AND REGISTRATION OF HANDGUNS 

• 	 Possible Questions By Brokaw To YOU: 
• Why just license new handguns and not all guns? Follow-Up By Brokaw 

•. 	 Question From Student In Audience (Question Is Pre-Screened By NBC) 

• 	 Questions And/Or Comments From "VIP" Audience Follow (Approx. 5 Questions) 

• Commercial Break (Approx.2 Minutes, 20 Seconds) 
FIFTH SEGMENT (Total Running Time: approx. 3 minutes, 20 seconds) 

• 	 WRAP-UP 
• 	 Possible Question By Brokaw To YOU: 

• 	 "What can be done about the millions of guns that are on the streets of America?" 

• 	 Brokaw Closes 

VI. ATTACHMENTS 

GunQ&A 
Participants/Article on Women Against Gun Control (who will attend the event) 
Newsweek article on Smith & Wesson, Matt Bai, April 17 
Newsweek article on Colt, Matt Bai, March 27 
NRA Ads, "Crackhouse" and "Criminal Lottery" 
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big advocate trigger locks, suing Remington) 

GENERAL AUDIENCE 

-two screened members 


TZE AND BREAK 

BUMP: WS-AlJDIENCE 

BEAUTY SHOT DENVER 


===========HARD BREAK #2 @ 27:20~===:2:40 
SEG"MENT 3 - START OF SECOND) HALF HOUR 
TOTAl.. RUNNlNG~: K:.I.O 

BUMP: RE-JOIN ANIMATION 

TOPIC: REFORMS 

I.checks/wait periods 

2.ban weapons 

3.safety measUres 


AUDIENCE ms. 
--kimberly tolland (pRO GUN CONTROL, member million moin march) 

. -bob ford (ANTI GUN CONTROL., rocky mowuain 1UlIlS) 
-diana holland (leans PRO, but org. is neutral, co-chair littleton community task force) 

GENERAL AUDfENCE 

-2 screened members 


TZE&BREAK 

BUMP: WS-AUDTENCE 


=========="""""='~========,BREAK #3=3:20 
SEGMENT 4 - TOTAL RUNNING TIME: 8:3.5 

TOPIC; LEGISLATION 

, . . --state v federal 


--enforce v laws 

--litigation crusade 

-2nd ammendment 


VWGUESTS ' 	 , 
, 	 -tom Mauser (PRO G{.JN ~QN~P.''''' political ann of SAFE COLORADO, father of 

columbine victim) 
-rep. Ken gordon (PRO GIJlIij ~QNT~OL, (d) state house minoritY leader) 
--rep. Doug dean (ANTf q-PN C()~OL, (r) state house majority leader) 
-robin ball (ANTI GUN CQNTROL, member second amendment sisters) 

T~ & TOSS TO BREAK 

===========;r1T'~'fii~'fflfi'I"'lIHI~1FiiII,:~~~~t=====SSOFT BREAK #4=2:20 . 

SEGMENT 5 - TOTAL RUNNJNG TIME: 4:0Q 



APR-11-2000 15:21 P.03/06 

BUMP; WS-AUDlENCE &. SHOW ~TION 

FINAL THOUGHTS: lS AMERICA A GUN SOCIETY? 

THANKSIWRAP/SIGNOFF 

BUMP 

GUN ANIMATION 


==========:===========:BARD BREAK#5=l:SO 
;;;::;;;;;======must hit TERMINAL wfBnLBOARD @J 57:10"""'""====== 
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(U/Denver) 

3:05 Departs 
Denver 

8:40 Arr WH 
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AUDIENCE MEMBERS WHO HAVE BEEN INVITED TO ASK QUESTIONS 

Matt Bai, Newsweek . 

Currently covering Campaign 2000 for the magazine. He specializes in law enforcement and 

urban affairs .. He was among the first to report on litigation against the gun industry, and broke· 

an exclusive story on cutbacks at Colt that is in .this week's edition. 


David Olinger, Denver Post 

Member of the recent Pulitzer Prize winning staff of the paper for their collective coverage on 

guns in Colorado and Columbine. He has done investigative pieces on the gun culture and gun 

dealers in Colorado. 


The Honorable Wellington Webb 

Mayor of Denver ' 


Tom Mauser 

Father of Columbine Victim, SAFE Colorado Political Director 


Brian Rohrbaugh 

Father of Columbine Victim Danny Rohrbaugh 


Amy Sodnikar 

Million Mom March, Denver area coordinator for DC national march 


Carmelita Conrad . , 

Million Mom March, Denver coordinator for local Denver march 


Arnie Grossman 

Co-President of SAFE Colorado 


i 

John Head 

Co-President of SAFE Colorado 


Rep. Ken Gordon (D} 

Minority Leader, Colorado State Legislatur,e 


Paul Paradis 

President of Pike Peak Firearms Coalition; Gun Shop Owner; discontinuing the sale of Smith & 

Wessons because of their agreement with the federal government. 


Dave Anver ' 

Owner, Dave's Guns 

Anver, according to ,story in the Denver Post, is a well-liked gun store owner who has a good 

reputation with law-inforcement agencies. The police have sold him hundreds of re oS'sessed 

guns including "Saturday Night Specials," which Anvers re ume ,p e g10g not to support 

anybody's rIght to own such guns 10 recent years. However. accordingto another Denver Post 




report, Anver·has been investigated by the A TF in 1993 for allegedly violating federal g~n-sho\v 
regulations. The case was dropped. 

Bob Ford 
President Rocky Mountain Arms 
Ford is a former California State trooper who is now the President of Rocky Mountain Arms. In 
1992, Ford was one of ABC News' sources alleging drug use at the home of former Governor, 
Jerry Brown. 

Rep. Doug Dean (R) 
Colorado State Legislature 

Deborah Wasilewski 
Women against Control Colorado Chapter 
Women Against Gun Control is fighting vigorously against a bill in Utah that will ban carrying 
'concealed weapons in churches and schools, saying "schools would be sitting ducks if criminals 
knew no guns were inside." . 

Brenda Flowers 
Daughter committed suicide with a handgun. She became a Second Amendment advocate after 
her daughter's death. . 

The Honorable Ken Salazar 
Attorney General of Colorado 

Lance Kirklin 
Columbine student who was shot in the face last year. He supports· the right to bear arms and still 
hunts with his father. 

Diana Holland . . . . ' 
Co-chair of the Littleton Community Task Force, which was formed post-Columbine to provide 
a dialogue bet"Yeenthecivic, busfness, and school communities in the Littleton, CO. 

The Honorable Tom Strickland 
US attorney in Colorado, sponsored Project Exile in Colorado 

Gerry Whitman 
Denver Police Chief 

Dave Thomas 
Jefferson County District Attorney' 

OTHER AUDIENCE MEMBERS 
All of the above plus approximately 350 students from the University of Denver. Tom Brokaw 
will try and have at least 2 students ask a question of the President. These students will have had 
their questions screened by NBC and will not be randomly chosen. 
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MSNBC TOWN HALL ON GUNS 

Is the ready availability of guns responsible for the recent shootings in schools, office 
buildings and places of worship? 

These recent shootings have ali been tragedies, and they all had different factors at play. But 
they did share one key element: guns in the wrong hands. We need to make sure we do 

. everything we can to make sure that those who shouldn't have guns cannot get.access to them. 
This includes tougher enforcement of our gun laws as well as strengthening existing laws to keep 
guns from falling into the hands of criminals, the mentally unstable, domestic abusers and 
perhaps most of all, our children. I have asked Congress to help us to do both, by passing my 
gun enforcement initiative to fund over 1,000 more gun prosecutors and 500 new A TF agents 
and inspectors, and to pass commonsense gun legislation that, among other things, closes the gun 
show loophole and requires child safety locks for new handguns. 

Can gun violence be curbed with more laws, or is this a result of a larger soCietal problem? 
. . . . 

While no single law can prevent all instances of gun violence from occurring, we know that 
stronger gun laws can make a difference in preventing gun crime and accidents. When I took 
office, violent crime - especially gun violence - was on the rise for years. So, we put into place 
a strategy of more police on our streets and put strong new laws on the books, including the' 
Brady Law and the assault weapons ban. The Brady Law alone has stopped over half a million 
gun sales to felons, fugitives, stalkers, and others who are prohibited by law from owning guns. 
As a result of our efforts, stronger State gun laws and local efforts to curb gun violence. gun 
crime is down 35 percent since 1993 and the homicide rate is at its lowest point in] 1 vears. 

But no one thinks gun violence is at an acceptable level. We could build our success 
immediately if the Congress would pass the common sense gun legislation that has been 
languishing for over nine months. These are simple safety measures we can take - closing the 
gun show loophole that allows criminals to buy guns no questions asked at gun shows, requiring' 
child safety locks for handguns to prevent young people from using guns to hurt themselves or 
others. We know these measures will save lives and there is simply no excuse for sitting on our 

. hands. 

But of course, we can do more to address violence beyond passage of laws. Responsible 
members of the gun industry can do their part by working with us to make meaningful changes 
in the way they do business .. The media and entertainment industries can help change a culture 
that too often glorifies violence. Schools and community groups can reach troubled youth before 
their troubles simmer over. And most fundamentally, parents can talk to their children, teach 
them to resolve their conflicts peacefully, and raise them with the right values. I believe that if 
we set our minds to it, and work together; we can make this the safest big country in the world. 



How can parents protect their children from the dangers of guns? 

First ef all, I think it isimpertant fer parents to. remember that vielent crime and gun crime have 
dropped significantly all acress the ceuntry. Having said that, I believe we can all de mere to. 
help make eur children safer frem gun vielence. I weuldsay to. parents that it is impertant to. talk 
to. yeur children, if they're eld enough, abeut these recent sheetings. And reassure them that 
these'are rare eccurrences. Parents sheuld remind children that scheels are still abeutthe safest 
places in any cemmunity. 

Just as impertantly, fer parents that have guns at heme, I weuld urge them to. keep their guns 
safely stered and lecked away so. that their childrencannet get access to. them. The accidental 
firearms death rate fer children under age l5 in the United States is nine times higher than in 25 
ether industrialized natiens. This is unacceptable. UCLA and RAND,recently released a study 
that shewed that ever a third ef all hemes with children had at least ene firearm. Arriong these 
hemes, 4;LHercent had at least ene unlecked, firearm. This shows that parents need to. take 
greater care to. ensure that their children - or other children - cannet use their gun~. 

Does there need to be more federal gun control laws or should gun control laws be done by 
the states? 

Recently, we have seen more states making pregress to. enact strenger gun.laws. Yesterday, I 
jeined the Gev~rner ef Maryland as he signed into law a number of cemmen sense measures that 
weuld, fer instance, mandate internal child safety locks en handguns and require all gun 
purchasers to. get training en safe sterage and handling ef guns. Last week, I was in Califernia. 
where the Geverner has signed into law measures to. limit handgun sales to. en~ per month and to. 
ban all "junk guns." These are all impertant steps that will help reduce gun vielence. and I plan 
to. de all I can to. 

, 
help belster these efferts. , 

Hewever, I still believe that that a natienal framewerk fer eur gun laws is needed. A patchwerk 
ef incensistent state gun laws allews criminals to. ebtain guns by expleiting leepholes in states 
with weaker laws to cemmit crimes in states with strenger laws.' And Congress'can pass 
lifesaving new gun laws far mere quickly than all 50 states. Take the Brady law:. Befere we 
passed this histeric law, seme states required backgreund checks, but mest ef them did net. 
Back then, criminals who. ceuldn't pass a backgreund check in their heme stateceuld simply buy 
guns in neighbering states that didn't require them. Teday, backgreund checks are required in 
every state and the Brady law has helped blec~ ever 500,000 felons, fugitives and stalkers frem 
purchasing firearms. ' , 

Cengress ceuld act immediately to build en the success ef the Brady law and pass cemmen, sense 
. gun measures that passed in the Senate last spring that included measures requiring background 
checks at gun shews and mandating the sale ef child safety leeks. Instead, the Cengress has 
allewed this lifesaving legislatien to languish fer ever nine,menths. Despite the"ir inactien, states 
like Celerade and Oregen are censidering ballet initiatives to. require background checks at gun 
shews~ They recegnize the public safety benefits ef getting this dene in their ewn cemmunities. 
But every child in America deserves that same level ef pretectien. And enly Cengress can pass 
legislatien that pretects every child in every cerner ef eur ceuntry .. 
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What can be done to make guns safer? 

There isa lot we can do to make guns' safer and prevent gun accidents and other unintended uses 
of firearms. First, we should require child safety locks for handguns. ' This is a common se~se 
proposal I have been pushing for years. I issued a directive to require child safety locks to be 
distributed to all federal law enforcement. I proposed legislation to require such locks, and the 
Senate passed this measure last year. The Congress can and should enact this provision right 
away, along with other common sense gun provisions to close the gun show loophole and ban 
the importation oflargecapacity ammunition clips. I was just in Maryland yesterday, where the 
Governor signed a new law to require built-in locks in handguns to make them even ~arder for 
unautho~ized people to use them. 

In addition to safety locks, we should help support "smart gun" technology that can limit a gun's 
use to its proper adult. owner. I think there is incredible potential in smart guns, which is why I 
have proposed $10 million in my budget to expand and develop research into such technology. 
The agreement we reached with Smith and Wesson last month will advance gun safety 
significantly, by requiring external locks, intemallocks, and smart guns within a few years. The 
agr'eement also require guns to be subject to performance tests, and other safety standards to' 

. ensure safer, higher quality guns. 

What. are the main components of the Smith and Wesson agreement? Does it do ,anything 
to make guns safer? 

The landmark agreement that we reached with Smith and Wesson, represents an unprecedented 
partnership between the government and the gun industry to bring about meaningful reforms in 
the way the industry does business. Under the agreement, they will make major changes to the 
way they design, distribute and market their firearms. This means that Smith and Wesson will 
not only make guns that are safer, but they will also take actions to help ensure that their guns 
don't fall into the hands of crimjnals. 

Smith and Wesson agreed to a number of changes in the way they design their guns that will help 
to make their guns safer. Handguns will have external safety locks, internal safety locks and 
eventually smart gun technology. Handguns will also have child safety features to help ensure 
that young children can't fire them. 

Just as importantly, Smith and Wesson will require dealers and distributors who sell their 
products to abide by a code of conduct and help ensure that guns don't slip into the illegal market 
and get into the hands of criminals. Under the agreement, guns cannot be sold at ~: :~ws 
without background checks, new limits will be placed on muJ:i'iPf~n..sales,_and safety, 
[raining will be required before indb.r.iduals can pUfGhase-tb.eirgun. T~ese breakthrough 
measures show what is possible when we work together in good faith -and t~ey disprove the 
gun lobby's long standing claim that such reforms were impossible. We applaud Smith and 
Wesson's leadership, and hope other responsible members of the gun industry will step forward 
too. 
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What is your position on smart gun technology? Will it really work? When will it be 

available?' . 


[ support smart guns, which.is why my budget provides $1 0 million to fund the expansion, 

testing, and replication of such technologies. Smart gun technologies limit a gun's use to the 

proper owner ~ preventing accidental' gun death, theft, and other unintended gun use. Several 


. handgun manufacturers have already started to experiment with smart gun technologies. 
Through a partnership the Justice Department formed with one gun manufacturer, a prototype of 
one type of smart gun technology has been developed. My budget will build additional 
partnerships with gun manufacturers to help speed the availability of smart gun technology to the 
average consumer. While it is hard to say when this will be widely available, Smith and Wesson 
has already agreed to make smart guns available in the next 36 months. . . 

What do you think of the NRA's, personal attacks on you? 

I don't care if the NRA wants to attack me, but this debate shouldn't be about personal attacks. 

It's not about politics. It's about saving lives. The gun lobby wants to change the subject away 

from the reasonable gun safety reforms that are supported by the majority of Americans. The 

truth is, the NRA doesn't have the arguments on their side, so they.'re choosing to make it 

personal instead. 


What is your response to the NRA's claims that your Administration has been abysmal at 

enforcing laws alread):' on the books? 


. . 

Well, what they don't say is that federal firearms: prosecutions are actually u~nt since 
1992. Federal gun offenders are serving sentences that are about two years longer since I took 
office. And because of our unprecedented partnership with states and localities, overall 
prosecutions - federal, state, and local combined - are up 22 percent since 1992. More 
importantly, gun crime is down 35 percent since I took office in 1993 .. So, to say we haven't 
been enforcing the law, and that the results have been disastrous, is jusqllain wrong. 

I do believe that we should do all we can to enforce 'the law, which is why I proposed the largest 
increase for gun enforcement - to fund 500 more A TF agents and inspectors, over 1,000 federal, 
State and local gun prosecutors, more resources to trace more guns, and to expand ballistics 
testing so we can catch even more gun criminals, For all their talk about enforcement, the gun 
.lobby and their allies have been uncommonly silent when it comes to supporting real resources .' 
to crack do~ on gun criminals. We've been doing the job on eriforcement, and we're putting 
our money where our mouth is. I hope the NRA will come around and support:my enforcement 
proposals. 

. , 

Many supporters of gun control believe the next step is the licensing and registration of 
handguns. Ifyou support registration in principle, why did you only offer a proposano 
license handgun buyers in this year's State of the Union? . 

As I have said before, I believe gun registration is a good idea. But I also believe that the best 
next step·to strengthen our gun laws is a state-based licensing system to help ensure that handgun 
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purchasers may legally possess firearms and can safely handle and store them. This will help 
law enforcement efforts to keep guns out of the wrong hands, and it can help prevent many I. 

accidental shootings. So, I want to focus now on making the case for licensing, and pressing the 
Congress to pass common se,nse gun provisions such as closing the gun show loophole, requiring 
child safety locks for hanQguns, and banning the importation of large capacity ammunition clips. 
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"ITP IN A.RMS1 WHAT SHOULD AMERICA DO?" 

SECOND HOUR BREAKDOWN - llpin ET 


SEGMENT 1- TOTAL RUNNING TIME: Il;SO 

2M COLD OPEN SOT 

NEW ARRIV AI.. VO w/ANNOUNCE 

WS-AUDIENCE 


WELCOME BACK & SETUP 

INTRO ONE-ON-ONE INTV 

, --gOY. bill owens 


TlE AND BREAK 
BUMP 

MOS/GUNS SOT 


=:;:====================BREAK #1=3:15'r 
. SEGMENT 2 - TOTAL RUNNING TIME: 11:15 

BUMP; PAN OF DEMO TABLE 

GUN DEMOSTRA nON 
-tom with gun shop ownct DAVID ANVER 

-can demo the following guns: 
junk gun (revolver) 
smith and wesson (9 mm pistol) 
glock 9mm (model 17) 
Tech De9 
semiautomatic shotgun . 
semiautomatic rifle {high point carbine Uke ,the one used in columbine} 
sawed off shotgun 
cable &key locks, triq~er.locks, smart gun technology (key or wrench) 

accessories: t~I~~C;Qeing stock, pistol grip, bayonet mount, flash 
suppiessorlthre~~~ ~rrec grenade 'laUl1cher "... - . 

PANEL: 
,-bruce reed (PRO GUN cqNfl\.Q~) , on set 
"":michael barnes' (pRO GlIN ~P~QJ..) . on set 
-doug painter (ANTi GUN ¢(')~Tl\qf.) on set 
-angela kincaid (ANTI GlJl'i CQlSl'~P-l:-) on set 
-col. jerry oliver (COr, J~ b¢h ways) on set. 
*** may be available: qpflni~ ~~~~o!Yinj*** 

REPORTER QUESTION . 
--matt bai (newsweek ~ c~p f\l' \'IJ~Hware" questions in persp~tiye) 

SEGMENT 2 c::ontinued: 

AUDIENCE VIP 
, -mitc:hell wright (PRO GUN ~H~T,un..,hijjpand ofjonesboro teacher shannon wright. 

, " < 


