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President Clinton: Deterring and Reducing Gun Crime
March 20, 1999

- In his weekly radio address, President Clinton will direct the Secretary of the
Treasury and Attorney General to develop a national strategy to increase gun
prosecutions and further reduce gun violence. The strategy will also call for:
expanded efforts to identify illegal gun markets and gun “hot spots”; improved
coordination with state and local law enforcement; closer supervision of gun

~ criminals on parole or probation; and innovative, community-based efforts. The
President will also release a new Justice Department report highlighting 60
promising strategies that have helped reduce gun violence throughout the country.

Prosecuting More Gun Criminals

To continue to reduce gun crime and violence, President Clinton will direct the
Secretary of the Treasury and Attorney General -- working with U.S. Attorneys, the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF), and all of state and local law
enforcement -- to develop a comprehensive national strategy to investigate and
prosecute more gun criminals.

Project Exile. The President will call for the expansion of programs like
Project Exile in Richmond, VA. Under Project Exile, the Richmond U.S.
Attorney -- working closely with other state, local and federal law
enforcement authorities -- targeted gun-carrying felons and other armed
criminals for immediate federal prosecution and stiff mandatory sentences in
federal prison. As of last November, Project Exile had achieved the following
results: 372 persons were indicted for federal gun violations; 440 guns were
seized; 300 persons were arrested or held in state custody; 222 arrestees (or
about 75 percent) were held without bond; 247 persons were convicted; and
196 persons were sentenced to an average of 55 months imprisonment.
And gun-related homicides have dropped by more than 40 percent last year.
™
“An illegal gun will get you 5 years in federal prison.” As part of Project
Exile, law enforcement authorities also reached out to the community and
launched an extensive media campaign to get a simple message across to
Richmond’s gun criminals: “An illegal gun will get you 5 years in federal
prison.” This message was advertised on 15 billboards throughout the city,
a fully painted city bus (that changes routes daily and covers the entire city
each week), and a series of radio and television promotional spots. Criminals
in Richmond routinely testify that they did not carry a firearm because of
their knowledge of the stiff federal penalties.

Boston Gun Project. The Boston Gun Project, is another example of enhance
firearms prosecutions. After tracing all guns recovered at crime scenes to
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their source, the Boston Police Department and ATF work together to disrupt
illegal gun markets by investigating illegal gun trafficking and referring cases
for swift prosecution by both federal and state prosecutors. As a result of
these and other youth violence prevention efforts, youth homicides in Boston
have dropped 75 percent since 1985. ‘

Building on the Success of Local Strategies

Although crimes committed with firearms are down by 27 percent nationally,
gun-related crime and violence remain serious problems. To help all communities
benefit from the many successful strategies already in place throughout the
country, the President’s directive also calls for the Treasury and Justice
Departments -- in developing their national strategy -- to specifically consider the
follow elements:

-- comprehensive crime gun tracing, analysis and mapping; increased us of
ballistics identification technology; and coordinated use of crime gun
information to identify illegal gun markets, gun “hot spots” and illegal gun
traffickers;

-- coordinated law enforcement and regulatory enforcement efforts to ensure
compliance with all applicable laws by federally-licensed dealers and
prospective gun sellers and purchasers;

-- targeted deterrence of violent offenders through improved coordination of
with probation and parole officials supervising such offenders and swift and
certain punishment of for those found to have violated the conditions of their
parole or probation; and

-- problem-solving analysis and.innovative strategies to work closely with the
community members to identify gun criminals, remove weapons in the hands
of juveniles, search for and seize crime guns, and increase the public’s
knowledge of their community’s gun-related crime and violence problem.

The President will release a new Justice Department report -- Promising Strategies
to Reduce Gun Violence. Designed as a “toolbox” for communities, the report
details 60 successful strategies to reduce gun violence that were reviewed and
recommended by more than 40 national experts. The report will be distributed to
communities throughout the country next week.

New Resources for Firearms Enforcement

The President’s FY 2000 budget includes new resources to hel'p implement the
national strategy called for today. .In particular, his budget includes:
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$5 million for more than 40 additional federal prosecutors to conduct
intensive firearms prosecution: projects targeting violent felons who possess
guns, armed drug traffickers, and illegal gun markets;

~ $23.8 miillion for more than 120 new ATF agents to support firearms '
investigations, arrest violent criminals and gun traffickers, and crack down on
illegal gun sales; and

$1.3 billion for a 21st Century Policing Initiative to help communities hire
more police and prosecutors, and to allow them to target gun crime and
other public safety priorities.
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March 20, 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

SUBJECT: Deterring and Reducing lllegal Gun Crime

Since the start of our Administration, we have developed and implemented a
number of effective national strategies to reduce crime: we have helped over
11,000 communities hire and redeploy more than 92,000 local law enforcement
officers; we have prevented more than a quarter of a million illegal handgun sales
through Brady background checks; and we have developed a coordinated attack on
the illegal sources of crime guns. Additionally, through the leadership and
dedicated efforts of state and local police and prosecutors, Mayors, U.S. Attorneys,
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF), and other community leaders,
dozens of smart, tough, crime-fighting strategies have been put in place throughout
the country.

During this period, the nation’s crime rate has dropped by more than 20 percent,
and .crime committed with guns has dropped 27 percent. In certain communities,
where federal, state, and local law enforcement have been able to work together
with other community leaders, violent crime rates have been reduced dramatically.
in Boston, Massachusetts, for example, when law enforcement and community
leaders worked together to reduce violence by youth gangs, they were able to
reduce the number of homicides among youth by 70 percent in just two years. In
Minneapolis, Minnesota, through unique public and private partnerships, effective
law enforcement and prevention efforts have reduced homicides by 30 percent, and
summer homicides by 75 percent. And in Richmond, Virginia, effective,
coordinated law enforcement has brought the homicide rate down dramatically.

But the number of people being killed with firearms remains unacceptably high:
more than 14,000 people were murdered with guns in our nation in 1997. We
must redouble our efforts to deter and further reduce gun crime -- and work to
make every neighborhood and community free of serious gun crime.

| therefore direct you to develop an integrated firearms violence reduction strategy
that draws on the proven measures and other innovative approaches being
demonstrated by communities throughout the country. Because we know that gun
violence issues in each community differ, and that no single program or strategy
will be right for every community, your strategy should be based on close
consultation with the U.S. Attorneys and ATF Division Directors/Special Agents in
Charge, as well as state and local law enforcement, officials, and other leaders.



Page 2}

3

You should consider the special needs of local communities and strike an
appropriate balance between federal and state law enforcement. | ask that your
strategy specifically consider the following elements: -

(1) Intensive investigation and prosecution of significant firearms violations,
including illegal possession, use, and trafficking of guns;

(2) Comprehensive crime gun tracing, analysis and mapping, expanded use of
ballistics identification technology, and coordinated use of crime gun
information to identify illegal gun markets, gun “hot spots,” and illegal gun
traffickers; :

{3) Coordinated law and regulatory enforcement efforts to ensure strict
compliance with all applicable laws by federally-licensed gun dealers and
prospective gun purchasers;

(4) Targeted deterrence of violent offenders through improved coordination
with probation and parole officials; and

(5) Innovative strategies to work more closely with the community to search
for and seize more crime guns, to better identify gun criminals, to remove
weapons illegally in the hands of juveniles, and to increase the public’s
knowledge of their community’s gun-related crime and violence problem.

Finally, as you develop this strategy, | ask that you make recommendations on how
best to allocate federal resources to support the goals of the strategy.
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inge mmds

the other, inwlvmg Will Gonzalez of
hap- Philadelpbia’s Police-Barric Rela-
wel-  tions Project, Jose Valdez of the
ithat Philadelphia Police Department,
i di-  and L. Felipe Restrepo of the His
panic Bar Association of Peansylva-
icAs- nia, will examine issues concerning
inter- police conduct. Others will look at
Iphia, ¢harter schools and health and
civil-rights issues.
g the Community groups are also plap-
aunity Ring a series of events to coincide
under- With the conférence. HACE's Alva-
{ more TIez hopes to organize informal tours
it advi- of E! Centro, which he hopes will
ing to showcase its restaurants, stores and
: other businesses and dispe! a nag~
mirror 8iNE misconception.
.3 Raza, “The biggest problem that has set
1l mark the community back j$ the percep-
iization, tion of crime out of control.” he
3 ago by seid. "We have crime, just like any-
rying to  one else, but the perception that you
among - <2n't come in without being shot at-
ave held Is not reality.”
least. For Jose Villarta, a Nicaraguan
th La Ra- immigrant who runs the Silver
me a pan-  Bells Bridal Shop at 2933 N. Fifth St.
:hing out  Wwith his wife, Aura, the conference
nuthwest, TFepresents a chance to entice more
predomi shoppers.
“People don'l know we have a
cxals held busginess district here. They only
; in Cam- think of the Italisn Market, but we
wark, N.J., Thave a Spanish market, too.” said
rerurning  Villarta, whose wife specializes in
y. At each dresses for first communions and
sommupity quinceaneras.
ut that La El Concilio has timed one of the
highlights ‘'of its annual Puerto Ri-
y whatever c¢an Festival for the conference;
ever deals This year's Penn's Landing celedra-
a success,” tlon will take place on July 18 and
 president 19, with an array of food, music and
n Tuesday. other performances, Santiago said.
tino grass- And a July 21 reception organized -
jon people by the Lalin American Economic
estimated Development Association of Cam-
country. den will take place at both Penn's
feature 40 Landing and the New Jersey State
tional and  Aguériuvm, in Camden.
vy Council- Still, local organizers hope the
he issue of conference will do more than 1ift
status. An-  spirits.

Latinosinthe
. Philadelphia Area '

" Estimated courity 9090’3‘5’0“ L
... figures in 1896. S

. Pa, fotal 202 050

:J{fﬁgwez 7, 644
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GUNS from Al

“We would like to do thatin Phila-
delphia,” Heston said then.

Now, Rendell tas taken the idea
and run with it, :

In & Monday letter to Heston, the
mayor summarized the NRA posi-
tion as calling for “a model program
increased federal re.

allaw the Justice Department to
prosecute every federal gun law vio-
{ation in one major city. I agree that
such an initiative would produce
dramatic results.” '

Even as the Democratc Rendell
was forging 3 link with the conser-
vative NRA, he continued his drive
agaipst gun violence op another
front — pressuring” gunraakers w0
take steps 1o curd sales to criminals,
In the campaign so far :

Daley, like Rendell, has instructed
lawyers to prepare a potential law-
suit against the gun trade. Daley

Louis and Gary, Ind.,, among other
officials, in the task force. A Daley
spokesman said yesterday he
couidn't reach Daley to confitm
Rendell's remarks.

® On Sunday in Reno, Nev, at the
anpual mesting of the US, Confer-
ence of Mayors, Rendell is sched-
uled to make the casze for gun con-
trol, such as limiting buyers to one

“"We don't want it to be a two- or
three-day conference and every- |
body forgets it," Emanuel Ortiz said.

One month before the conference, ‘

the garhering already has hed an |
impact,

Angel Ortiz noted: Next
year, the National Associatjon of La-
tino Elected Offictals will hold its
annual ¢onference in Philadelphia |

gun a month, The mayor is to dis
cuss the issue before 300 mayors in

a forum with the the head of the

gunmakers trade organization.
s Heston, on “Meet the Press”
changed the subject when asked

whether he would support Rendell

in any lawsuir.
It's unclear how much money
Sae GUNS on A1l

| @ Rendell said Chicago Mayor Rich-’
. | ardM. Daley has agreed to join Ren-:
dell in a task force talking with key |
gun firms about firearms violencel-

joins Rendell and the mayors of St, -

e
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Rendell and NRA consider making Philadelphia a test city”

GUNS from A0
would b ar stake. Bur the dimen-
sions of the city gun groblem are
huge. Among the top US. citles,
Philodelphla fias 1he highest pro-
portion of morders snd robberies
comminted by gun. Last year, a tet-
ord 82 gercent of 49 hotolcides

were by licearms. By cenirast, the

Tete in New ¥York was 62 percent.
iy couns  already handke
repghly 7.500 cases yeacly. of gun
_ stickups, assaulls and other lesser
_, fivearms arreuts, More than bat{ ra.
sult in acqulttal or dropped charges,

and only a relatively few of those
convicted Teceive serious jail tme
in @ clty with cells for just 6,000 in-
mates. .

In an interview this week, Ren-
dell satd Yhe propaszls to crack
down on gun offenders would re
gulre “signilicant incresses in fund-
ng.”

LaPierre, however, suggested The
price tag might be modest: the mar-
Yer of hirlng pertiaps 10 additional
federal prosecutors and suppert
staff. The U.S. Attorney’s office now
has 75 prosecutors. The local office

of the U8, Bureau of alcohol, To-
baceo and Firearms has about 15
agents focused on guns,

Assistant US. Attorney J. Hunlley
Palmer Jr.. head of firesrms prose-
cittions, noted yesterday that the
feds already pick up prosecutions of
about 80 Philadelphians each year
on gun-retated charges. Palmec
he has been working to drive
\hat number,

These defendanis, sometimes
dubbed “armed career criminals,”
{ete a different world {from the city

© criminal justice system. They olten

are jalled while they await trisl,
which takes place more gulckly.

And they can receive long sen-
tences {n far-away institutions,
Srlly, Paimer aoted, not every gus
grrest can be made *a federa) case”
in part because federal crime
statutes limit prosecutors W the se
lection of suspects with previons
criminal convictions for lelonies
On “Meet the Press,” Rahen Eman-

uel, White House senior adviser,

had at best a tepid respoase o Hes
ton’s testcity idea. suggesting that
the choice facing Americans was

‘not eitherfor —

tough tew enforee.
mcm pr gun conltrel, .

* Bmanuél said that the President
nad supported. both, and that the
NRA had resisted the three major
gun-conirol measures passed nnder
Clinton: the waiting period for duy-
ing handgung, the ban on certazin so-
valled ~assaull weapons,” and “the

. banning of guns t people with re-
- cords of domestic abuse,

falia @eyne, a White House
spokeswoman, said yesterday the
president preferred an approach
that extended sid to many citles, not

jI]S[ one. She said a pending White
House-backed crime dill, modeled
In part on Boston's successial eitack
on juvenite homicide, would do just

- that.
Christing Martin. spokeswoman -

for House Speaker Newt Gingrich,
8jso geemed cautionvs in her re-
marks. She said Gingrich would re-
fer the proposal to a Kentucky con-
gressman who is chalrmen of a
panel thal reviews Justce Depan
mem spendlng.
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A high-powered crusade
reducmg gun homicides

e ‘One in an occasional series.

By Jelf Gammage
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

N SRICHMOND, Va. — When city po-

ligaestop ed Andre Hunter for a mi-
traffic violatten, it wasnt bad
ing or even the cocaine stashed

in"his pants that got bim in real

_ frduble, .

It was the gun the of-

and longer sentences,

-Hunter, 24, a passenger in & Nis-
548 Maxima when be was arrested
-oly Feb. 10, pleaded guilty to possess-

. ing cocaine with the intent o dis

tribute and to being a felon in pos-
seasion of a firearm — a stolen Star
9mm pistol, loaded with seven
rounds. At his sentencing hearing
Wednesday, he asked the court for
another chance, saying he had

found the Lord and spends every
night reading the Bible.

“I'm willing to change my life and
do some great things for this com-
munity,” Hunter told US. Dlsmct
Judge 'James Spencer. .

Maybe so. But first Hunter is go-
ing to do serious time: The. judge
zentenced him to ﬁve years ‘in
prison,

If Hunter. had been

peand eden s Mayor Rendell et 25, e i
“In this c:ty. under an  wants to re- wardél h: probably
infovative law-ep- wouldn't have gotien a
create the

forcement  program . day.
ca%iled Project Exile. Richmond, Va., That's the essence ;i
tine gun cases now H Project Exile, & high-
‘ aﬁ;e b:).rgxg treatedn as 9"35""“ m, ' en(;jrgy, high-voluxgne_
?ederal weapons ﬁof- Phlladelphla. crusadeﬁto get :illegal
enses -— ensuring . guns and criminal gun
quick prosecutions users off the streets of

Richmond. Backers say the program
has powered a startling drop in gun-
related homicides in a city consls
tently ranked among the naliop’s
murder capitals.

The results are so encouraging
that Mayor Rendell and the Na-
tional Rifle Asscciation have
posed re-creating the Richmmond ex-
periment in Philadelphia, which

Sea GUNS on A1t

PAGE g4

Umbrellas crowd the sand at Reht
escapa tha lyplcal July heat, and

" from the southwest should bring

A hit in Europe.
Shared cars
éase worries

- of ownership

By Mary Willisms Walsh
' LUS ANGELES TIMES
GRAEFELFING, Germany — Ev-
erybody knows that cars and sub-
urbs go together. Maybe two cars. A
double garage. And all the bdills and
hassles that go with car owne:sth
Right?
- Well, then what is Christa Muggli
e abee Nimish enhm‘BS

Basques had escaped poverty in Spain and settle:
Their successors are from the Andean ranges of C

Now Idaho turns south for sl

By Gwen Florio
INQLIRER STAFF WRITER

McCALL, daho — Harry Soulen, a
rancher, as were his father and
grandfather before him, rergembers
the days when his sheepherders
spoke of their charges as ardi.

The word i5 Basque, as were the
herders, who had come from gorth-
ern Spain to escape poverty and polit-
ical warmoil in their homeland, They
brnugbt their skiils, as weil as their

e i g mnmm — F’]L
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a5 the highest properudon of gun
iomicidss nmeng major US. citles.
w*in Richmend, 140 people were
fslain in 1997, 122 of them with
'gups. In the first six months of last
“year, 62 people were shot to death.
uring the same ume this year, 22
Here killed ~ & 65 percent decreags.
TPardal July [igyres arve equally en-
weouraging: nine dead last yeer, two
‘thig year. ) )
+¥ "*Wa have a huge problem,” said §.
Bavid Schiller, s senior counsel in
fhe US. Attorney’s Office in Rich-
rmond and an architect

68621780
N e

roduces positive side effects

campaign that trumpets a single, po- -
tent messege: “An illegal gun gets .
you five years in_prison,” DBill.
borards, newspapers, handbills, tefe.
vigion ads and even & big black city
bus have bean splashed with the
message, and police officers say,
word is gerting around,

Richmond Police Sgt.  Steve
Owenby sald he stopped three men
last month beacause they matched
the degcription of suspects who had
threatened people with guns. He
senteched one of the men, asking if
he had a weapon,

jof Project Exile, so mouth,” Owenby said,
‘dyamed Decause it “ex- The ngram “he goes, ‘Exile will
Hle s" gun us;srs Ilr%m was named give y!:)l: dh::e yem;’s.gd!
the community. "l be " e Bx an when’
illeved it would make & Pmled Exile got out’ " None of the
'difference. We're two . hocause it three wos armed,

Wears ahead of my Imost
pbild, opuimistic projec.
Hons.”

Gon guspects face a
drsher world in the
¥rderal aystem: DProgses
tations move faster, defendants of-
‘taft are Jailed whils awalting trial,
sentences are lengthier, and there's
o parole, ‘

Since Project Exile began oacly
last year, 259 suspects have been ar.
regted and nearly 80 parcent have
jbeen convicted or plesded guilty.
Thelr evarage prison term is nearly
+five years.
\'*Meanwhtle, local law-anforce.
(ment officials say the program is
jproducing a myriad of positive side
wdfects: Gun selzures are up; armed

hberies are down; more citizehs

calling police with tips about -

iin crimes.

Now, other cities, Philadelphia
fhinong them, are exploring whether
;Projoct Exile should be the modet
Hor thelr own antecks on gun vio-

nce. .
zARendel] and the NRA have pro-

ed making Philadelphia — saven
o5 larger and.far more<diverse

an Rlchmond — a lest slwe for a
Mimilar crackdown, in which fed-
Jeral officials would prosecuta gun-
!possesgion viclattons. The NRA be.
tlieves weak enforcement, nol weak
laws, fugls firearms violence. |

Sen. Arlen Specter (R., Pa.) has ob-
tained prellminary approval of §1.5
mHilon to hire federal sgenis and
prosecutors who would handle only
gun crimes. 1f the plan Is endorsed

y President Clinlon, the city would
get the money in Oclober. Rendell is

olng to Washington today to lohb:
‘for White House support for the fod-
-éral ald,

: :::‘Pnlladelyh!a leads the natjon's 10

largest ¢iles In the percentege of
homicides that are gun slayings. In
1998, that figure was 82 parcent,
compared with 62 pefcent in New
Xork. HBuntley Palmaear Jr,, chief of
e US. altorney's firearms-prosecu-
tlon unit, rold City Council that
I"hiladelphia was "the leading ma-
jor city in the natioh with respect to
&rearma violence,” mostly because

- “gxlles’” gun
users from the
community.

o230 officer:

ol the “eagy availability of lrearms -

‘Bid resuliing rise {in 1ho number of
‘phndguns on the streats.”™

Last yoar, sbout 1.500 adults were
brought into Municipal Court and
Céymmon Pleas Court on gn charges.
‘Ralf went free through acquitials, dis-
missela or dropped charges. A third
received probation, Less than one
fourth ware convicted, and of those,
only 7 percent were semtenced to
moTe than two years.
wMoving someo of 1hese cases into
the federal gystem could bring more
cgnviclions end tougher gentences.
"?t cvould be used successfully in the
cily of Philadelphia, said US. Attor-
ney Helen Fahey in Richmond,
- Possession of » gun by @ convicred
falon, carrying a gun whils selling
«drugs. and having & gun with an
‘obliterated sorial tumber are led.
eral crimep. The 1aws are not new —
xhey datg from the 19508 « but now
they are being gresgively an.
foreed by Richmond suthorities,
« “Something we need to be con-
cerned eboul Is we don’t declare
yictory too early,” Richmond Dep-
]dty Police Chlef Fred Ruossell sajd.
“The numbcrs are promising. They
sound good. But a 101 of herd work
rieeds o be done to continue the
progress.”

A central component of Praoject

Exila is » saturation advertising

" Richmond {3 one of a
Tew citles ~— Bosion 15
* another - that have
mounted experimental
-srikey  against  gun
. crimes by suengihen- .
Ing enforcament of laws. The ldea is
to get guns away from those who

.eatry them illegally, the poople

mast likely 10 use them 1o commit
new crimes. Motivating people
against carrying gung siso reduces °
the aumbder of impulse killings — °
commitied by nangry spouses or
reckless drug dealers, for example
- Bgcause mo weapon iz ar hand.

“I's one slement lo discourage
them from routihely carrying flrs-
arims, not 1o say they might not have
the ... thing under their matiress
es,” seid former New Yotk Police
Commissioner Willlam- Bratwon,
now a law.enforcement consultant.
“In Boston it was used very effee-
tvely 1o target the gengs, both from
a practical as well as 8 psychological
standpoint.” . -

In Richwond, the socallad gun- .-
carry rate,

MAYORS OFFICE

by both poles of the gua..debét’e,

Handgun Control Inc. snd the NRA,
which donsted $10,000 1o the adver-
tising cempeign. :
Stiil, some critics, includin
ton, heve accused the NRA of
rigy — endorsmg a foderal crack-
down while lobbylng for weaker
search-and-seizure laws and against
more money for faederal firesxms
agents. Virginie- is one of three
states thet restrict buyers to one
bandgupn purchase v month, 8 limit
o’p]];osed by the NRA. .
eople in Richmond gay gun vio-

yRor-

Right “Bui 6 his—lence—touches every facet of city

life, and not just in the number of
daad,
leaves Behind, It algo exacizs a pey-
chic toll from fesrful residents, and

no one has enjoyed seelng this gen- -
. teel Southern city portrayed 83'a

modern<day. Wild Wast.
Busineaspeople say a violent im-
age also bhes & very real economlc

<ost, driving.away tourists tind duei-

nesses. They see the success of Proj-
ect Exile' as crucial to the clty’s

‘plans to expand it convention cen-

ter-and open & new, vigitorriendly
canal park.

“We were Iin a bad gituation be-
fore Exile.” said Willlam DBaxter,
president of the Retail Merchants
Assoclation of Grester Richmend.
“Tt becams 8 matketing issve for us:
How do we portray a saler environ-
ment? Exile has been the key driver
in that.” ' L X

Bux not everyons in the capital of
thé Confederacy is 5o edmiring.
Soma defense lawyers say basic fajir-
ness is violatad when ple caught
with guns receive longer " terms
than offenders who actusally hurt
someone.

Local altorney Bradford Johnson,
who ropresented Andre Hunter o
federal court lust week, sald defend-
anis were being hit with so much
time that it amounted to cruel and

ing an arrest, has been cu in hall, - -
* Project Extle hes besn endorsed

the percentage of timey.: : unysuaki punishment. .
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Philadelphia firearms prosecuior
Palmer, who visited Richmond w
study Project Exile, wonders how
readily the program can be adapied
te a much latger cily. “in Rich-
mond, given the smaller scale,
you're going 10 be able ro have a
much quicker and dramatic im-
peer.” he said,

Philadelphia is not just digger —
1.5 million people compared with
204,000 — but significantly mare di-
verse. Ninety-eight percent of Rich.
mond's Yesidents are Black or white;
the pumber of Hispanlcs and Asians
is minuscule, Pblladelphia bus sig.
nificant populations of Latinos, Chi-
nese, Kareans and other nationsi-
ities, meking it harder to reach vast
numbers of people wilth a single
message,

U.5. prosceutor Schitller shrugs off
that wcrr&

“fhoes Coca-Cola have a problem
adverttsing in Philadelphin? Does

o Clrenit City? Or Sears?” he asked.
"You take the system we've got.
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Rendell, ~
NRA want
Phila. as

‘test city’

Their ideas differ, but
the mayor and the NRA
want to figure out ways
to stop gun violence.

By Craig R. McCoy
INQUIRER STAF? WRITER

Mayor Rendell and the National

Rifle Association have decl|ded they
liave something in common alter
all: They both would like to make
Philadelphia a test city for muzling
gun violence,
- Rendell this week wrote the gun
owners' group “to extend an invita.
lion for the NRA to join in partner-
ship with the City of Philadelphia”
to crack down on gun criminals —
ahd the NRA is jubilant aboul the
prospect,

Weyne LaPierre. the NRA chle[
execullve officer, said yesterday
that his nrganization, a well-funded,
perennially power(ul force on Capi-

tol Hill, would lobby hard with the.

GOP leadership {in Congress to give
Phjladelphia monay to make it a test
city.

v New NRA president Charlton Hes-
ton [lrst floaled the idea 2t the re-
cent NRA convention here, asking
for President Clinton to designate

one city in America for zero loler-,
ance of gun violence. The idea is to,|
demonsitate the rifle group's long-

held view that lack of enforcement

- of existing gun laws lies at the root

of gun violence, not fallures [n the
gun-conirol laws.

LaPicrre urged Rendell 10 lobby
Clinton,

“If he'll get the White llouse. I've’

gol Congress,” LaPierre said yester-
day. “That's the historic opportu-

_ nity here.”

LaPlerre added that he has al
ready been lobbying Congress:
“Whatever the Justice. Depart-
ment needs to do this, they will ap-
propriate {t. I've been working this
thing because I'm dead serious.”

At the conventlon and in appear-
ances since, Heston has been vigor-
ously selling the idea. He wasnt
available for commen! yesterday.
On Sunday, he appeared on NBC-
TV's Meet the Press and alked up a
program In Richmond, Va, that has
cut murders in half.

See GUNS 10 A1D

Mare than just a fiesta in thladelphza

ToTE [han (wa years.

<Muving some of 1hesn cagrr inta I I

Gettmg the brldge in shape

Tha Phllndtmh‘l Inquiver / APRIL SALL

Workers walk among the cables that hold up the Ben Franklin Bridge. The bridge Is undergoing a $30
million restoration, part of which is an overhaul of the two main cables that is expecied 1o cost $17.3
million, The 30-inch cables will undergo a two-year procedure thatl will include an inspection, wire by
pencil-thin wire; repair as necessary, and recoating to protect them from the elements. BS.
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