
President Clinton: Deterring and Reducing Gun Crime 
March 20, 1999 

In his weekly radio address, President Clinton will direct the Secretary of the 
Treasury and Attorney General to develop a national strategy to increase gun 
prosecutions and further reduce gun violence. The strategy will also call for: 
expanded efforts to identify illegal gun markets and gun flhot spots"; improved 
coordination with state and local law enforcement; closer supervision of gun 
criminals on parole or probation; and innovative, community-based efforts. The 
President will also release a new Justice Department report highlighting 60 
promising strategies that have helped reduce gun violence throughout the country. 

Prosecuting More Gun Criminals 

To continue to reduce gun crime and violence, President Clinton will direct the 
Secretary of the Treasury and Attorney General -- working with U.S. Attorneys, the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF), and all of state and local law 
enforcement -- to develop a comprehensive national strategy to investigate and 
prosecute more gun criminals. 

Project Exile. The President will call for the expansion of programs like 
Project Exile in Richmond, VA. Under Project Exile, the Richmond U.S. 
Attorney -- working closely with other state, local and federal law 
enforcement authorities -- targeted gun-carrying felons and other armed 
criminal$ for immediate federal prosecution and stiff mandatory sentences in 
federal prison. As of last November, Project Exile had achieved the following 
results: 372 persons were indicted for federal gun violations; 440 guns were 
seized; 300 persons were arrested or held in state custody; 222 arrestees (or 
about 75 percent) were held without bond; 247 persons were convicted; and 
196 persons were sentenced to an average of 55 months imprisonment. 
And gun-related homicides have dropped by more than 40 percent last year. 

1 

IIAn illegal gun will get you 5 years in federal prison." As part of Project 
Exile, law enforcement authorities also reached out to the community and 
launched an extensive media campaign to get a simple message across to 
Richmond's gun criminals: J/An illegal gun will get you 5 years in federal 
prison. This message was advertised on 15 billboards throughout the city,II 

a fully painted city bus (that changes routes daily and covers the entire city 
each week), and a series of radio and television promotional spots. Criminals 
in Richmond routinely testify that they did not carry a firearm because of 
their knowledge of the stiff federal penalties. 

Boston Gun Project. The Boston Gun Project, is another example of enhance 
firearms prosecutions. After tracing all guns recovered at crime scenes to 



their source, the Boston Police Department and A TF work together to disrupt 
illegal gun markets by investigating illegal gun trafficking and referring cases 
for swift prosecution by both federal and state prosecutors. As a result of 
these and other youth violence prevention efforts, youth homicides in Boston 
have dropped 75 percent since 1995. 

Building on the Success of Local Strategies 

Although crimes committed with firearms are down by 27 percent nationally, 
gun-related crime and violence remain serious problems. To help all communities 
benefit from the many successful strategies already in place throughout the 
country, the President's directive also calls for the Treasury and Justice 
Departments -- in developing their national strategy,-- to specifically consider the 
follow elements: 

-- comprehensive crime gun tracing, analysis and mapping; increased us of 
ballistics identification technology; and coordinated use of crime gun 
information to identify illegal gun markets, gun "hot spots" and illegal gun 
traffickers; 

-- coordinated law enforcement and regulatory enforcement efforts to ensure 
compliance with all applicable laws by federally-licensed dealers and 
pro~pective gun sellers and purchasers-; 

-- targeted deterrence of violent offenders through improved coordination of 
with probation and parole officials supervising such offenders and swift and 
certain punishment. of for those found to have violated the conditions of their 
parole or probation; and 

-- problem-solving analysis and. innovative strategies to work closely with the 
community members to identify gun criminals, remove weapons in the hands 
of juveniles, search for and seize crime guns, and increase the public's 
knowledge of their community's gun-related crime and violence problem. 

The President will release a new Justice Department report -- Promising Strategies 
to Reduce Gun Violence. Designed as a "toolbox" for communities, the report 
details 60 successful strategies to reduce gun violence that were reviewed and 
recommended by more than 40 national experts. The report will be distributed to 
communities throughout the country next week. 

New Resources for Firearms Enforcement 

The President's FY 2000 budget includes new resources to help implement the 
national strategy called for today..In particular, his budget includes: 
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$5 million for more than 40 additional federal prosecutors to conduct 
intensive firearms prosecution projects targeting violent felons who possess 
guns, armed drug traffickers, and illegal gun markets; 

$23.8 million for more than 120 new A TF agents to support firearms 
investigations, arrest violent criminals and gun traffickers, and crack down on 
illegal gun sales; and 

$1.3 billion for a 21 st Century Policing Initiative to help communities hire 
more police and prosecutors, and to allow them to target gun crime and 
other public safety priorities. 



March 20, 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

SUB...IECT: Deterring and Reducing Illegal Gun Crime 

Since the start of our Administration, we have developed and implemented a 
number of effective national strategies to reduce crime: we have helped over 
11,000 communities hire and redeploy more than 92,000 local law enforcement 
officers; we have prevented more than a quarter of a million illegal handgun sales 
through Brady background checks; and we have developed a coordinated attack on 
the illegal sources of crime guns. Additionally, through the leadership and 
dedicated efforts of state and local police and prosecutors, Mayors, U.S. Attorneys, 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF), and other community leaders, 
dozens of smart, tough, crime-fighting strategies have been put in place throughout 
the country. 

During this period, the nation's crime rate has dropped by more than 20 percent, 
and crime committed with guns has dropped 27 percent. In certain communities, 
where federal, state, and local law enforcement have been able to work together 
with other community leaders, violent crime rates have been reduced dramatically. 
In Boston, Massachusetts, for example, when law enforcement and community 
leaders worked together to reduce violence by youth gangs, they were able to 
reduce the number of homicides among youth by 70 percent in just two years. In 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, through unique public and private partnerships, effective 
law enforcement and prevention efforts have reduced homicides by 30 percent, and 
summer homicides by 75 percent. And in Richmond, Virginia, effective, 
coordinated law enforcement has brought the homicide rate down dramatically. 

But the number of people being killed with "firearms remains unacceptably high: 
more than 14,000 people were murdered with guns in our nation in 1997. We 
must redouble our efforts to deter and further reduce gun crime -- and work to 
make every neighborhood and community free of serious gun crime. 

I therefore direct you to develop an integrated firearms violence reduction strategy 
that draws on the proven measures and other innovative approaches being 
demonstrated by communities throughout the country. Because we know that gun 
violence issues in each community differ, and that no single program or strategy 
will be right for every community, your strategy should be cased on close 
consultation with the U.S. Attorneys and ATF Division Directors/Special Agents in 
Charge, as well as state and <local law enforcement, officials, and other leaders. 



You should consider the special needs of local communities and strike an 
appropriate balance between federal and state law enforcement. I ask that your 
strategy specifically consider the following elements: 

(1) Intensive investigation and prosecution of significant firearms violations, 
including illegal possession, use, and trafficking of guns; 

(2) Comprehensive crime gun tracing, analysis and mapping, expanded use of 
ballistics identification technology, and coordinated use of crime gun 
information to identify illegal gun markets, gun "hot spots," and illegal gun 
traffickers; 

(3) Coordinated law and regulatory enforcement efforts to ensure strict 
compliance with all applicable laws by federally-licensed gun dealers and 
prospective gun purchasers; 

. (4) Targeted deterrence of violent offenders through improved coordination 
with probation and parole officials; and 

(5) Innovative strategies to work more closely with the community to search 
for and seize more crime guns, to better identify gun criminals, to remove 
weapons illegally in the hands of juveniles, and to increase the public's 
knowledge of their community's gun-related crime and violence problem. 

Finally, as you develop this strategy, I ask that you make recomm~ndations on how 
best to allocate federal resources to support the goals of the strategy. 
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other. in volvtng Will Gonzalez of 
Philadelphia's Police-Barrio Rela­
tions Project, Jose Valdez of the 
Philadelphia Police Department. 
and L. Felipe Restrepo of the HIs­
panic Bar Association of Pennsylva­
nia, wiU examine issues concerning 
police conduct. Others· will looIt at 
charter schools and health and 
civil-rights iSSUeS. 

.Commun.ay groups are al.so plan­
mng a Serles of events to coincide 
with the conference. HACE's Alva-' 
rez hopes to organize informal tours 
of El Centro, whicll he hopes will 
Showcase itlil restaurants, stores and 
other businesses and dispel a nag­
ging misconception, . 

"The .biggest problem that hall set 
the community back 1S the percep­
tion of crime out of control." he 
said. "We have crime, just like: any· 
one else, but the percephon that you 

. can't come in without being shot at· 
is not reality," 
. Fo~ Jose Villarla. a Nicaraguan 
lInnugrant who runs the Silver 
Bells Bridal Shop at 2933 N. Fifth St. 
with his wife, I\ura. the conference 
represents II chance to enUce more 
shoppers. . 

"People don't know we have II 
business district here. They only 
thinl< of the Italian Market, but we 
have a Spanish market, too." said 
Villarta, whose' wife specializes in 
dresses for first communions and 
qulnceaneras. 	 . 

EI Concilio has timed one of the 
highUghtsof its annual Puerto lU­
can Festival for the conference; 
This year's Penn's Landing cel~ra­
Hon will take place on July 18 and 
19, with an array of food. music and 
other performances, Santiago said. 
. And II July 21 reception organized 
by the Latin American Economic 
Development Association of Cam­
den wUl take place at botb Penn's 
Landing and the New Jersey State: 
Aquarium, in Camden. 

Still, local organizers hope tbe 
conference will .do more than lift 
spirits. 
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"We don't want it to be a two- or I 
three.day conference and every· I 
body forgets it," Emanuel Ortiz said. : 

One month before the conference. j 
the gathering already bas bad an . 
impact, Angel Ortiz noted: Next 
year, the National Association of La­
tino Elected OffiCials will hold Its 
annual conference in Philadelphia; I 

IRendell's 
I • • •lInvltatIon 

.P~~total: 292,050 . 
\:,:J~~ . . .";" 

(22,851 . 
,'.', J, 
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ClUM5 from A1 . 

Ito the NRA 

"We would like to do thllt in Phila­

delphia," Heston said. then. 
Now, Rendell bas taken the idea 

and run with it. 
In a Monday letter to Heston. the 

mayor summarized the NRA posi-' 
. tion as calling for "a model program 
In WhlCn increased federal re­
sOUrces would be made available to' 
allow the Justice Deparunent to 
prosecute everyfederal gun law vio­
lation in one m&jor city, I agree that 
sucb an initiative would produce 
dramatic results," . . 

Even as the Democratic Rendeli 
was forging a linIc with the conser-' 
Y8tive NRA, he continued his drive 
against gun violence on another 
front - pressuring-'gunmakers (0 
take steps to curb sales to criminals.' 
In the campaign 80 far:" ~ 

100,040 ~ 

• R.endell said Chicago Mayor Rich:'. 
ard¥. Daley h8llagreed. to join ReD.-; 
dallln a task force talking with key': 
gun firms about firearms violence;l' 
Daley, like Rendell, has instructed 

118':"Yers ~o prepare a potenUal law­
sUIt. agalnst the gun trade. Daley 

I joins Rendell and t.he mayors of St..
! touis and Gary, Ind., among other
! offiCials, in the task force. A Daley 
I spokesman said yesterday he
I coUldn't reach Daley to confirm 

RendeU's remarks. . 
• Oll Sunday in Reno, Nev., at the 
annual meeting of the U.s. Confer-. 
enee of Mayors, Rendell is sched· 
uled to make the case for gun con· 
trol. such as limiting buyers to one 
gun a month, The mayor is to dis­
cuss the issue before 300 mayors in 
a forum with the tb,e head of the 
gunmalcers' trade organization.. 
• Heston, on "Meet the Press." 
changed the subject when asked 
~hetner he ~QUld support Rendell 
Ul any lawsuIt.· . : .. 

It's 	 unclear how much money 
See GUNS on· All 
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The Gun Debate ~ I. 

A high-powered crusade 
~ducing gun homicides 
,:.;;:ane in an occaston12l seriflS. 

:1.a:; By Jeff Gammage 
.~j,' I~QvIRERSTAFf WRITBR 

. ,;:<VlCHMOND Va, - When ciT.! po­" ~, .." 
':~stoppecl Andre Huntet for a mi­
, iQ-;t:traffic vjolation, it wa:m't bacl 
, ~ng or even the cocaine stashed 

in:his pants that got him in real 

found the Lord and SlJends every 
night reading the BIble. " 

"I'm willing to change roy life and. 
do some great things for this com- I 
mUDity," Hunter told U.S. District 
Judge 'J.ame~ SpeJ,1cer. , ' 

Maybe so. But first Hunter is go. 
ing to do serious time:, The, jUdge 
sentenced him to five years' in 

tt;Giuble. 
J~ was the gun the of­

fic;ers found bidden ill 
liiS jacket. 
':In this city, under an 

ilJ!\ovative law-en· 
fGrcement pl'ograDl 
called Project Exile. 
i'\titlne gun cases now 
ariri being treated as 
r:e~eral weapons or·
fepses - ensuring 
qril~k prosecutions 
~d longer sentences. 

prison. 

Mayor Rendell 
wants to re­
create the 
Richmond, Va., 
program in 
Philadelphia. 

If Hunter had been I 
tried in the ctty courts, '1 

his attorney said after­
ward, he probablY 
wouldn'r have gotten a 
day. 

That's the essence of 
Project Exile, a high­
energy. high-volume. 
crusade to get illegal' 
guns and criminal gun 
users off the streets of 

~ JIunter, 24, II. passenget in a Nls­
san Maxima when be was arrested 
oh Feb. 10. pleaded guilty to possess­

, ing cocaine with the intent to dis­
tribute and to being a felon in pos­
session of II firearm. - a,stolen Star 
9rn'Jll pistol. loade<l with seven 
rOl1nds. At bis semencing healing 
Wednesday. he asked ~hecourt for 
aDbther chance. saying be had 

~----~----------------

Ahit in Europe. 

'Shared cars 
~'ease worrzes . 

, 

0/ 
,. 

ownership 
By Mary WiJlilJms Walsh 

I,OS "s(a!l.~$ TI!\tES 

GRAEFELFING, Germany _ Ev­
erybody knows that ears and sub­
ur~ go together. Maybe two cars. A 
dU\lble garage. And aU the bills and 
hassles that go with car ownerShip.
Right? ' 
:,,,!,ell. then whar is Christa Muggli 

• '--"'~ \.1....1,." "'l1tlll'l'bs. 

Ril;hmond.. Backers say the program 
has powered a startling drop in gun­
related homicides in a city consis­
tently ranl<ed among the' nation's 
murder capitals. 

The results are so encouraging 
that Mayor Rendell and rhe Na­
tional Rifle Association have lro­
posed re-creating, the Ric:hmon ex­
periment in Phtlad.elphia. which 

See GUNS on A11 
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Umbrellas crowd the sand at Ruc 
escape the !yplcal July heat, and 
from the s:,uthwest should bring: 

,-.----~----------~-----------------------------------IBasques had escapedpoverty in Spain and settle. 
Their successors arefrom the Andean ranges ojG 

Now Idaho turns south for s] 

I 
 By Gwen Florio 


Il'IQ1:IREIt ST,AFF WIUTER 

I McCALL. Idaho - Harry Soulen. a 
rancher, as were hIs father and 
grandfather before .him. remembers 
tbe days w~en hIS sheeph~rders 
spoke of their charges as /lrdl, 

The word is Basque. as were the 
herde~, Who had COllle from .o.orth­
~rn Sp81n t,o ~aPE: poverty 8lld polit­
leal tunnoll.1n lh:e1r homeland. Th~y
brougbt theU" skillS, lIS well as their 

, • - .....- ..... -: ....1 ... 1""~"1.,1.,..,. _ F.lJ.. 
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broduces'poSitiveside;effec~'

W~(lUN. trom Al ' 
>1:(&$ Ibe hillhest prop<;>rt1on of gun 
''', Iddes among major U.S. cnles. 

Richmond 140 people were 
in 1997 '12:2 of tbem wltll 

'gUllS, In the fir~t 1I11t month8 of IlISt 
:;l!)lIlr,62 people were shot to dealh. 
lJ)\lrlng thll same time tbls year 22. 
1t~r" )tiUea - a lIS pereent decre~. 
"Parrh.l July filNres are equal,Jy en· 
;.'::our"8Ing: nine <Ie"d IlI3t year, two 
.it,hls yea,!'. ' " 
H; :'We have a huge pro.blem," said S. 
m"vld Schiller e IlQntor COunsel in
Fill" u.s. At\On.ey's Of{ice In Rich­
',,,,,ond ana lin architect 

Umlstic projec- ex es. gun [ew clUes ,- Bo$~ot\ is 

oIlS :!!~mrQ'i!~.5':ierel1dllnt~ ot­
, are jailed while awaiting trial. 
,~Sjlntences are lengthier. and tberll's,l'l" parole, . 

Since Pi-oJect Exile beg"n early 
last year. 25Pl/uSPBCrs have b""n IIr­

"reeted. and nearly 8Q p<ltcent have 
jbeen cOl)vjcted· or pleaded guilty. 
,Their Bv<U'age prison l.u·TtI is nearly 
;fI,ve years, 
: ,,, Meanwhile, locII1 I"w...,nforce· 
~ment oHichils say the progrlUll 1:5 
lJil"odUcing a.myrlad of positive $Id.e 

feCt", Gun se.lzures s.o:e up; armed 
, bberies arc down, Dlore citi1'ens 
" calling pollce with tip8 a'bout 

; n crUnil<i 
Now, oui,,!' cilies, PhiladelphIa

/'fimung them. "re ~"'pIoring whether 
,ProJoct Exile sbOllld be the model 
;fI:I'r tllelr own attOG)<8 on gun vic­
~.,nce. " 
~.RendelJ IU),d the NRA have pta­' 

camjlaig,;, t~at tr~~P~t8 i. SJ~gle, P(>o .' by both poles of the pn:deb~ie,:
lent massage: "An megal gun' gell!, 
you five. years In, ,prlson." BIll· 
bnardS, newspapers. handbills tele­
vision ads and even ~ b~g black city 
bU$ l1"v" been $pIGShed ,with t,lIe 
:me~age. and polLce officers sby, 
word is getting around, 

Richmond PoliCe Sgt. Steve 
Owen.,y said 'lIe stopped Il;lree men 
lut month be.c:ause mey matched 
tho deQcrlption o( suspects lllbo had 
threatenM pe0'fle "'ltl> guns, He 
seatched one 0 tbe .nen, aSking If 
!te bad a weapon. ,._..,_ '" _ 

fal- Projecl Exile, so Tb ro"'am mouth." Owenby "ald..'~~n".d becllU8e It "e» a p "". "he 1l0E!$ .'Exile will 
BLis" gun us"rs from was 'namad give you fiVe years. I'd 
.the commvnlly. '" b.,. P J ct £' II be ell old man when' J
i,i..yed It would make" ro e X a got out.''' None ot 1bo 
:dlfferenee. Wo're two . becausa It mr<:e WIIS armed. 

d of my m""t •• II •• Rlchmond Is 011.0 of a 

users from the another - that bave 
r • -ounted experimental

spect. aCe a community. , ";;rlke$' against gun
w()fla 1~ the 

Handgun Control Inc. "nd the 111M. 
which dODato;d $1Q,OOO to tbe ~c1ver·· 
tl1l1nc camplugn. . , 

SUIl, Bome crltlcs, Inc:ludlng Brat-
ton. hi"'", accueed th.. jIlRA of hypoc­
rl~y - en.dorlllng a federal ctack. 
dOWn WhIle lobbying (or weaker 
seaKh-and-aelzure laws arut agaln$t 
more money. for leaerai fireetms 
agents. VirgmJ'" Is one of, throe 
$t"t!'S thllt lElStrict buye,l'1l to .oll;e 
handgun purcbase II month... llmn 
OPP09ed by tbe 111M. . 

. 'People In fliclulland SDy gun vlo­
'~Ri8ht out orllhr~!1nce-1ouch","? eYety tacel of city 

crim-- -. ~tren Ihen. 
Ing enfoi'cemenl';;l;~$. The rdeal8 
to get guns away from tbose who 

,catry them iIlliOglilly, the people 
1I'10st likely to uSe them to commit 
new crlmes.. MOtil/atlng, people
agal~ cllr!')l'mll gun$ alSO :.:eduCIilli 
tbe no:-mber of ImpulllQ lttlllnils ­
commltted.,y angry :SPOUSeS or 
reckle6l1 drug <lea1e1'll. rOr example 

because no weapon is l!l~ Qand. 
"It's on" element 10 dit,tCourage 

them from routinely c:arrylng fire­
arms, not!o ISay tbey m1ghl not have 
the, . , thmg under their mattress­
elS," said formel' New York Pollc," 
Commlssloner WlIlhlll\' Bratlon, 
now a tew-enforc",ment cOnllultant. 
"In 8oaton it was Wled very effe'" 
tJvely \a tal'get tbe gangs. bQth rrom 
a practl.:al as Wli/ll as a pQYc)),olagical 
standpoint." , , . 

lIfe, and not JYat In the number 0(,
dead, grieving 'and wound.,d It 
leaves belllnd. II 11160 ,,:It;Qcl.I! II pay-
chlc.loll trom !I!o/lttul !'endell!&' 'lI.d 
no one has "fiJoya<\ seel118 this gen., 

' 	tQel Santhern GUy ponrayad as /I 

moder~-<lay,'Wl1d W<IlIt. . 
Buslne.Mpe,ople ~ a vlolent 1m· 

age also ~BIJ a very relll e"onoml~. lIludy Project Exile, woliderll how ble of blf>w! 
COIlt, drivmg,alll4Y tourl.I'U' lind bU61­
n-..s. TbeY':ree tbe SUcc4lSS of Pro}­

, .eel Exile' as crucial to the dlys 
plans to Ell{pllnd Ha eon~Elntlol> cen· 
ter,and opan a new, vuntor·r~len<lly
ca'~W'eP:;'~e In ... bad situation be­
.fore Exile," ~aid William BIlKter. 
pre.sldent or the j{"lall M"'l'chants 
Aasoclation .or GJ:l!ftter Richmond. 
-1\ became II m..rlteUng issue for u'" 
Now do we portray II eafel' envlron­
menU ExUe bas been the key driver 
In tbat .. " " 

BUI tic.it everyone In. the' c.apltal of 
the Confederacy Is ljO admlrlnll, 
Some "e{ensa lawyers "flY basic: fplr· 
ness is violated when people caught
with guns receive longer term", 
tban offal)aers who aClually hurt 
$Omeone. ' . 

Local attorney Bradford Johnson, 
wbo represented Andre Hunter jn 
federal eourt lest week, said defend­
"ow ware being hit wllb so much 
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.;".~i~·'" 62 , '. ;.: ,2:' -:; ":;.1,,, "",pecled an 
~~-i, tomlln1997,,, toull'l,n"J,99.8 :;, ,:,;' failure, the
'1:\"'" " Army m!sllJ 
~."~,;;~~ ...,,,,"~,~~,~;~tt,i:' ovar the III" 
" Unaer tb,

' ....... ""' ........ _, Martin Mi, 
court." achieve thn 

" PhUadelpbj,a firearms prosecutor tests remail 
Pelmer. who v!sUed Rjchmond to lion COni,a. 

d"u b r'ogrllm n b ad"p.e" mil;.5Uas In 'r:aal~~chPlerger :i~y, '~tn Rich-
A 1 II " s I Th", put,

~~~;.; g'{,;-;..": 1<) ~"e :~: ;~f hll~: ea~rib~~:;' I~ 
much quicker and dramatic im' 
PIOI;I," he SIIid. 

Philadelphia is not Just bigger ­
1.S million p9ol'le compared wHh 
204.000 _ bUI significantly more cli-
vet.,... Nlnety-eighl percent or Rich­
mOl)d-3 resld",m6 are black or white; 
tbe number of Ui8panl<:s ana .l\15\Sn8 
\5 minuscule. PbUadelphtll h .... alg­
nin,,"nl populalion.$ of Latinos, Chi· 
n_, ICoreans and other n'IItiollal­
lUes. milking It harde, to reaGh V"'5t 
numbers of people wllh .. SiJll3lEl 
mel;SagEl. 

U.s. proseculor Schiller stlnlgs orf 
tbat 	worry.

~P()eS Coca-Col" have a pJ:ol)lem
Ilclvettls.lng In, .Pt,n~delphi"? Do(>s 

, Clrcult City? Or Sears?" he ft6l<ad. 
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I!9$ larger end, ral' more··4Ive1'Se" 
an Rlchmon'" - a le!l\ siu, lor..iiitroilet crackdown, In wbich Ced­

!etal oHicials would prosecute 'l3'11n" 
:P:O~I:m vlolatlOl\6, The NRA be­
~~vc~ weak enforcement, not weJlk 
I"ws, fuels firearm.. vlolenl'G, , 

S .. n. Arlen Specter (R.. Pa.) hG.!l ob­
tained pr.elhninary approval of IU.S 
n'lilUon to .!lire feder... &genu and 
prosecutors who would handle only 
gun crimes. If the plan Is eodofSed 
by President ClJnloll, Ibe city w<>l11d 
gat the money In October. Rendell Is 
going to Washington today to lobby 
·for White 'House stlppor1 tor the rQ<\· 

'atalald, 

~,"Phlla"elphla I .... ds the nation's lQ 

1"<I!BlS' cllies In the percentage of 
homicides that Ilire 8.un· slayinsa. In 
1~91S, that figure. was 82 percenr, 
compared with 62 pel'cent In New 
·.~or)t:,. HUl'ltley Palmer Jr.. ehief of 
t,lIBl,l,s. atlorney's tirearmfl-p,DSecu­
lion unil, told CitY Cnune11 thlll 
Philadelphia WM "the l .... dlng m .. • 
jw city in the nallon With respect to 
lirearms vtolence.u m08t.lY because 
.01 the "easY ,.v811abUII)' of fIrearm", , 
:!ii>d resulling ri"., In tho number of 
'bkndguns on tbe streets." 

lAsl year. "bout l.soo adults w ...... 
, to Mun1c:lpll1 Court and 

leIIS Court (In gun cbarlil'lJ!. 
,brougb acqulullls, dl$­

'missa1s or droJ>ped cI\I~rge8, ~ thIrd 
.l"'CGivad probation. Less than on... 
fo)urlh Were conVicted., and of those. 
only '1 I"'r"",nl were -.tenced 10 
more tnan two )'1!<Ira.
,('Moving some or l\'1eS8 caS<>S Into 
~" federal ~Y8t.. m could bring more 
"!i!wlcUon" and lougher J!entence$. 
"Jl could be ueed 8u",,_fully In tbe 
city of Philedelphia," Mid U.s. AUot· 
'!:Ley Hetel) Fnbey In Richmond. 
," Poss_Jon or u 8un by a convicted 
felun• ."wrylng a 6uO whlI.. 11,,111011' 
"drugs, and haVing a gun wim an 
'otllilere\.,d ~"rlal num"b"r are [cd. 
eral "rim~ The laws ore not new ­
xb.<>y dBle (rom the 1915Os - but now 
"Ii!>), ar.. b<;!lng tlffgNl86Avely en­
,/or.... d by Jlh:hm.ond aulhorlUes, 
: ,~~Sameth(1),8 we need to be con­
cerned ebout Is w~ don'{ declare 
,y'.IctOry '100 ""rly," Richmond Pep­
\It)' i>otlce Chief Fred Rllsson !lald. 
:'The nllmbers are prolJll"lng. They
,sound grx>d. But a lot or IU'r<l work 
riee.d..s to be done to continue the 
progr""",," 

A cent r/ll component of Project
;i!;i<IlB is .. saturation advertilling 

In RicluDOlld. the so-eallad gun-.,,· time 1I:IfIt'it alnl)unted to cruel and 
carry rate..' tb.tI perce~'lttlffe oLtl~~.y,,uD~"P\lnJ!.~ei1.\,: '!'( :~hl,*,' at :'.<>11 191'.ally." .' ,:,.. ,",., '" """,":"''':.'''''' 'l"!!et'!:e. ....!Loc 

"You take the' ~Y."tem we've got' ,k.m amOll' 

" here. and blimd;,,-\;to wha~;R going. ,,$3.2 billiol 


ad malting PhlllldelphAa -saYen ""a:!1,otficell.o:cm.UBca_:a:.....pon'du1""''''''sDmll't>OiD1:''1l,8.1jo"l:ll& ~o, ~~)l§l.~~,,,~_,o..:f". " ";' ,'. _." ... • n 
Inll an srr...t. hOlS been CUt tn haIr. ' "unconsttt'llttonal:"htl Bali!.. "It tlll'n'i"", \fI(lul'et Blel! w,ilet Craig R. McCoy Defenso (. 
, Project Exile h .. ", been en,dorsed tb.. federal court iDlO, II ~ollce conlribUIOcl to Irll. arlicle, Army. 
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Now, when you signup'fo~ Comeast Digital PCS, you'll get: 
• free unlimited night & 'W'eekend ",inutes 
• unbeatable digital coverGge 
• 30 free peak ",inutes 
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'.Getting the'bridge in s~ape'/ 	 Rendell, " 

NRAwant 
Phila. as 
'test city' 
Their ideas differ. but 

the mayor and the NRA 

want to figure out ways 

to stop gun violence. 


nr Crair R. McCoy 
INIjUHIJI;a /;TAFP Wllln:1l 

- Mayor Rendgll and the National 

Rinc Association have decided the), 

have something in common atter 

al\: They both would like to make 

Philadelphia a test city for muzzling 

g\l~ vto\¢nce. 


Rendell this Week wrote the gun 

owners' group "to extend an invita· 

lion for the NRA to join il:\ partner· 

ship wilh the City of Philadelphia" 

tu crack down on gun crlmlrlals ­
and the NRA is jubilant aboul the 

prospect. 


Wllyne lAPierre. the NRA chief 
execullve ofr\c:er. said ye:nerday 

.... thaI his organization, a welHunded. 
perennially powerful force on Capi. 
tol Hill, would lobby ha~ with the· 

- GOP leadership In Congress to give 
~ PhlledeJpbla money 10 make 11 a test 

ciry. 
I.' New NRA president Cbarlton He&­
Ion first noaled Ihe idea 2t the re­
cent NRA convention here. asking 
for President Clinlon to de~agnale 
OM(:lty in America for zero loler·. 

~ ance of glln vlolenc:e. The idea is to 
tlernot'uilrille the rifle group'S long." 

'- held view that lack of enforcement 

\... of exisllng gun laws lies at the root 

~ of gun violence. not tallures In Ihe 

. gun·conlrol laws. 

~ LaPierre urged nendaU to lobby 


Clinton. 
"II he'll get lhe White lIouse. ['VE! 


got Congr!!53," LaPierre said yester· 

day. "That'S tbe historic opporlu, 

nIty here." . 


LaPierre added thaI he has al· 

ready been lobbying Congress; 


"Whatever the Justice. Depart· 

menl needs 10 do Ihis. Ihey will ap­

l'roprlale It. I've been working Ihls 

thing because l"m dead serious." 


fit lhe convention and in appear­

ances since, Heston has been vigor· 

ously selling the Idea. He lIJasn·. 

available for comment yesterday. 
On Sunday. he apl'eared on NBC· 
TV's Mllllt Ihe Press and lalked up a 
program In Richmond, Va.. Ihal hilS 
CUI niurders In hair. 
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Workers ••," among the cables that hold up the Ben Franklin Bridge. The bridge Is undergoing a $90 
million restoration, parI at which is an overhaul of the two main cables that is expecled 10 COSI S17.3 
million. The 3Q-inch cables will undergo a two-year procedure Ihat will include an Inspection. wire by 
pencil-thin wire; repair as necessary, and r.ecoating 10 protect tl'lem from the elements. 89. 

InsideMore chan just afiesta in Philadelphia. Using tobaccc 
• How Ihe FBI goes undercover 
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