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By NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF This afternoon in San Diego, Mr. 
McCain addressed some 3,000 cheer­,RICHMOND, Va., Feb. 25 - Com­
ing, chanting, flag-waVing people. ing out of a break back home in 

The heart of his address wasTexas, Gov. George W. Bush re­
aimed at the city's large military turned to the campaign trail today 
population. Mr. McCain was em­and seemed to veer a bit toward the 
braced on the stage by Vice Adm.political middle ground, talking 
James ,Stockdale, Ross Perot's run­warmly about compassion and the 
ning mate in 1992 and a former pris­Internet rather than about potentiai­
oner of war in Vietnam.ly divisive issues like religion or 

Mr. McCain introduced the retired abortion. 
admiral as "my hero, the most cou­In an Internet interview on' Amer­
rageous man I've ever known," and ica Online and elsewhere,Mr. Bush 
welcomed him to "McCain's Navy." portrayed himself as the high-tech 

At one point the crowd interrupted candidate of the future while also 
his speech with the chant, "Beat Alvigorously' insisting ,that he was th'e 
Gore! Beat AI Gore!"real heir:of Reagan Republicanism. 

Although Mr. Bush has tried toHe sharply criticized his main rival 
demonstrate his grasp of interna­for the presidential nomination Sen­
tional affairs, he managed to under­ator John McCain of Arizona, in ef­
score his own weakness in that field fect calling him a hypocrite. " 
today. After he had failed a report­, "It is not Reaganesque'to say one ' 
er's pop quiz last fall about foreign thing and do another," Mr. Bush ; 
leaders, including the name of thescoffed, speaking of Mr. McCain. 
Indian prime minister, Mr. BushWhile Mr. Reagan may have pro­
winced today when a moderatorclaimed what he called the 11 th com­
mentioned the words "pop quiz." mandment (Republicans should not ' 
Jokingly, Mr. Bush dared the moder­speak .ill of one another), Governor 
ator to ask him the name of the Bush and Senator McCain are ea­
Indian, president. gerly claiming every aspect of Mr. 
, .. Do you know,who the president ofReagan's legacy except that. To­

India i!!?", t~emoderator askedday's appearances in Virginia, after 
obligingly.Mr, Bush's break in Texas - his first 

"Vajpayee," Mr. Bush said, grin­chance to reflect and' retool since 
ning and looking pleased with him­losing the Michigan and Arizona pri­
self. But Atal Behari Vajpayee is themaries on TU,esday - gave a hint of 
prime minister of India; the preSi­what adjustments in his message he 
dent is K. R. Narayanan. ' may make in the run-up to March 7, 

Answering another question onwhen 12 states will hold Republican ' 

primaries. 
 foreign affairs, Mr, Bush signaled his 

Judging from today's events, Mr. intention to' break a long-standing
Bu~h will speak glowingly about the 

policy by stating that the Unitedpoli[icS of compassion, while show­
States would help Taiwan if it were ing little to Mr. McCain. After ignor­
attacked by China, Previous presi­,ing his rival as much as he could in 

Michigan,Mr. Bush repeatedly criti­ dents, including Mr. Bush's father, 
cized him today and sharpened accu­ have adopted a policy called "stra­
sations of unfair campaigning. tegic ambiguity," which does not 

"I reject the politics of a candidate specify how the United States would 
calling 'me an anti-Catholic bigot respond to an attack on Taiwan. 
over rhe phone waves and then tell-' , Although the Taiwan Relations Act 

D:: ing the press corps that he didn~t do ' 
Z 
O. it. until after the polls had closed in suggests that the United States 

"" 
D:: Michigan," Mr. Bush said. i would help Taiwan, successive ad­

He was referring to phone calls to· ministrations have preserved this> o , voters {hat criticized Mr. Bush for deliberate ambiguity so as not to 
• ColI appearing at Bob Jones University in encourage Taiwan to be bolder, mak­en South Carolina, whose leaders have ing a war more likely. CC 

>< made allti-Catholic statements (al­ But Mr. Bush said today, "It's im­

"" though Mr. Bush was not called:a... portant for .the Chinese to under­
bigot in the phone calls). The McCain stand that if there's a military ac­:r: "" campaign, initially denied making ,... tion, we will help Taiwan defend it­
the calls but later acknowledged self." He would not say whether this them, blaming a mix-up. 
, Mr. Bush defended his attacks on meant the United States would send ' 

Mr. McCain as simply truth-telling. troops. ' 
Referring to Mr. McCain, Mr. Bush , Richard L. Armitage, a former 
said, "If a',man says, for example, Reagan and Bush aide and now a 
that there's an iron triangle in Wash­ foreign policy adviser to the gover­
ington, D.C.: of lobbyists and special nor, said Mr. Bush was moving away 
interests, aild he's ringing it like a from strategic ambiguity partly be­

, dinner bell ',to raise money for his cause Taiwan has become a democ­
c::umpaign, I think that I have a right racy and partly because the policy, 
to point out that he says one thing has been poorly implemented in theand does' another." 

Clinton administration. Rick Davis, Mr.' McCain's cam­

paign manager, said of Mr. Bush, 

"Maybe if he'd been involved in cam­

paign finance reform for longer than 

si~ce the New Hampshire primary, 

he d have a be Iter sense of how peo­

ple lined up in the pas!." 
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Canada Screening LicJ!nses 

For:Gun Imports Fran} u.·S. ' 


By RAYMOND BONNER Police and to rnunicipal police de-
WASHINGTON, Feb. 25 - The Ca- partments. " " 

nadian government said today that it This'was onc~of the import licenses 
was reviewing all licenses issued for that alarmed the Clinton administra­
the jmport of firearms from the Unit- tion:,' , 
ed States to be sure that they yvere "Canadian officials said today that 
for yalid business or sporting pur- dealers often igot licenses for more 
poses.' " guns than the) might import just so 
, A senior government official said . they would b~~ in' a position to bid on 

, ,that the review was being done at the ,cop.tracts with police forces, and to 
, request of the United States, which fulfill those.' contracts should' they 

, was 'alarmed by a huge' volume ,of , prevaiL ' , 
'import applications for firearms "The Umted States imposed this 
, since last April. The official said the, on us," a Canadian otflciiil said. That 

review was being ,conducted on an 'happened" r,e said, when the Clinton 
"urgent basis." "administral'ion last: April .imposed 

On Wednesday, the Clinton admin. export, recr::,irements on firearms go­
'istration suspended issuing any fu. 'ing to Cam!da. '. 
ture licenses for the ¢xport of fire- ',The Ck1ton administration im­
arms to Canada. ,The White House , posed'the stricter export controls 
said today that exports themselve~, because i~: found that American mili­

,had not been suspended,' which tary equl!,!tment shipped to Canada 
means that guns can be shipped. if was then being resold to countries 
they were the subject of past import such' as ":!raq, Iran and Libya. In 
certificates. It is these certificates recent Y'i',nrs, individuals have been 
that are under review. . prosecuti,o;j in the United States for 

The Canadian officials confirmed' selling military e.quip,n;ent to Cana., 
that new licenses had been issued for 
n5,OOO handguns since 'last' April, 
But they said today that only 1,500 of' C ' 
those had so far entered Canada. '. oncern over one 

Nevertheless, the Canadians said the ' 

United States was concerned by the 'unusual' order 

volume of guns' that had been li· 

censed for export to Canada, a con-. for ,,",:EJ9, 000 pistols.

cern the Canadians share. 
 ,;:_-----­, In response to a quesUop., a Cana­

dian official said that one license was' 

for 89,000 handguns. He described it' da, \',!hich was then diverted, such a's 
as "an extremely unusual applica- gyre:! copes' (to China), helicopters 
tion," but he declined to name the' (to Iraq) and armored personnel 
company.' , carriers (to Iraq). 

,The company in,' questiop. is: a. It:, was still unclear today which 
sporting goods store, Sporteque;' in Cill.lritry - ·Canada or the ,United 

, Quebec; according to the owner, An- Stl':les -:- was responsible. for sus­
thony Ward. ,Last November, Mr. peflding the processing of Canadian 

, Ward said, he got an import license' import applications for. firearms.' 
to buy 44,500 9-millimeter pistols and ~,'he White House spokesman, Joe 
44,500 .40-caliber pistols with night· L~.::khart, saiq the Canadian govern. 
sights. The total contract pfic,e is $33 m,mt had expressed concern and had 
million. The seller is a Georgia gun npde a request to put the licenSing 
manufacturer, Glock. 
, Glock declined to. comment. fir ocess on hold. . 
" Mr. Ward sai~that Sportequewas .., At the Ottawa news briefing, re­

. a retaIl store that specialized in hunt- . ,9,,·ters barraged. the officials with 
ing and skiing, and that, he had . (,Hestions about who initiated the ac­
so'ught the license for so many hand. 'Otion. Beyond saying that Canada be­
guns because he was hoping to make gan the' review after the United. 
sales to the Royal Canadian Mounted.' 'States notified it that there had been 

an increase in applications. the offi­
__-:-___-:-_____.--:... ; cialsavoided saying directly what 

:1 had caused Canada to send a letter to 
Protest Halts' Grain Ship Washington on Wednesday askillg 

'. "t for, a suspen!,ion of the licensing p~o= 
LONDON, Feb. 25 (Reuters) _:' cess. 

Members of Greenpeace climbed on ,: Outside the briefing, an official 
the anchor chain of a ship that ~as ':': 'said that the Clinton administration 
carrying genetically modified <;0Y', I had. made. clear that it int~nded 'to . 
beans off Wales' today, The environ·. I, act even Without a request from Can.. 
mental advocates pledged to remain' ada, and th.at Canada and the United 
until the cargo was returned to ,the States had mutual iriterests in hav· 
United States, ing Canada send the,letter. 

A spokesman for the group said'It saved C~ada ~rom having the 
two .members were on the chain to: suspension appear imposed by its big 
make it too dangerous to draw ,it'up. southern neighbor. And by having it' 
Three members were on the shir., appear that Canada initiated the ac­
which is carrying soy-beans .from tion, the Clinton administration could 
Cargill, the American grain giant,.ic avoid criticism by the American gUn 
a processing plant in Liverpool. lobby. ' . 
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