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THE WHITE HOUSE 
, ! , WASHINGTON 

, April 27, 2000 

: GUNBUYBACKEVENT. 
, 

: DATE: II 
LOCA-EION: 

it 
BRIEF~!NG TIME: 

'EVEN11 TIME:, 
1FROM:',' 

I'
I 

ii. PURPOSE 
}.~ 

I 

I , 

' 


Apri128,2000 
Maurice T. Turner, Ir. In,stitute ofPolice Science 

' Washington, D.C. 
2:40pm - 2:50pm 

,3:15pm - 4:00pm 
Bruce Reed 
Eric Liu', 

" 

'To announce a new gwl buyback partne~hip between the Department ofHousing and 
, ' " ' 

Urban Development(I1UD) and Washington, D.C. to fund the largest ever gun buyback 

: in the city, and to keep [the pressure on Congress'to enact common sense gun legislation~ , 


I ' 
II. BACKGROUND I 

, ,f· " " ',", " , 
Today you will be joinpd by Secretary Andrew CU9mo, Mayor Antho~y Williams, and ' 

, Police Chief Charles ~fU11seyat the ~aurice T. Turner Ir: Institute of Police' Science, the 
MPD police,academy.jiTheaudience will incl~de MetropolitanPoli~e Department recruit 
class, MPDcommand staff and officers, Washmgton, D.C. commumty members, and gun 

, control advocates. Yoh will announce anew gun buyback partnership between ' 
, ,I' , ' ' ' 

Washington, D.C. and/:the Department ofHousing and Urban .Development. Under the 
initiative....,. the largest ever in D.C. and one of the largest ever in the country - a total of 
$350,.000 will be mad~ available"to purchase an estimated 7,.000 guns through alocal gun 

. buyback programjoin~ly administered by the Washington public housing authority and 
the Metropolitan Police Department. In addition, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 

'.. ,. I • -

FIrearms wIll trace all :guns recovered m the huyback.,,:.,.c... : ' 

. ,I, 
Taking Thousands of Guns Out ofCircuiation in WaShington. Under today's', , 
partnership, HUD's B~yBack America program will provide $10.0,.000 and the ' ' 

, Metropolit:m Poli~e 9fP~ment w~ll pr~vide $25.0,.0.00 to fund the b~yback.. The DistriCt 
of ColumbIa pubbc hqusmg authonty wIll partner With the MetropolItan Police 
Department to condudt the buyback, which will, fund the purchase of an estimated 7,000 

I, ' ' 
guns and take them o~fthe street and out ofcirculation permanently. Last August, the' 
Metropolitan PoliceD,epartment conducted two successfulbuybacks. The first, funded in , 
part by HUD, yieldedj!6QO guns; the second, 2,30.0 guns. According to an ATF report on' 

. ,! • • • 

the buybacks, the vast: majority of firearms recovered (2,200) were handguns, and far 
' ' , ", . ,
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exceeded the District's iverage annual recovery rate of2,105 crime guns. Among the 

, 
firearms frequently recdvered were guns used and recovered in crimes and illegally ... 
trafficked by unlicense1 dealers. . ...... ': '.' .• ". . 

'1 .. , . . . 
Providing Resources tp Fund Buybacks Across the Country. A recent study released 
by HUD shows that pe~ple living in public housing are more.than twice as likely to suffer 
from gun-related victirri;ization as the general population. And while gun crime is down . . 
by 35 percent since 19~h, nearly 12 children are still killed every day by gunfire. Last . 
. I '. . 
September you unveiled a $15 million HUD gun buyback initiative - the largest gun 
buyback program in hi~~ory. Under the first round of~e BuyBack America Initiative, 

. HUD is providing funding to a total of 85 communities to enable public housing 
authorities (PHAs) to pfutner with local law enforcementagencies to conduct local gun 
buyback programs. ~YI!redtlcing ~e numbe~ ?~ firearms in circul~tion, buyback programs 
can h~lp prevent accldeptal shootmgs, gunsUlcldes, and unauthonzed gun use. The HUD 

. I, '. . 
buyback program enCOl:lrages a cap of $50 for each working gun, and encourages PHAs 
t6providethe awards id the form ofgift certificates for goods or services rather than . ~ ~ .' . 

cash. Every HUD-spoI1sored buyback must be run by a local police department with no 
. amnesty given for any brimes committed with returned firearms. And to ensure . 
permanent removal fro~ circulation, ali guns are destroyed unless there is an ong<?inglaw 
enforcement investigatibn. . .' '. . 

. II '.
I . . . 

Working with D.C L~w Enforcement to Combat Gun Crime. Today's initiative is 
another examp Ie of eff~rts by the federal government and the District of Columbia to 
work together to combi\.tgun crime. Under innovative programs such aS,Operation 
Ceasefire, which has r~ceived nearly $1 million in federal funding sin'ce 1995, local 

I. . .' . 
. police are partnering with the U.S. Attorney 'and the ATF to increase gun enforcement· 
and gun crime preventi~m programs. Also, through the Administration's Youth Crime I 

Gun InterdictionInitiative, local police are working with the ATF to trace all crime guns 
recovered in the Dlstridt to crack down on illegal gun traffickers that supply guns to 

J'uveniles and criminall . '.' . . 

l 
III. .. PARTICIPANTS jI 

It 
Briefing Participants: 


; Karen Tramontano 
 Ii' 
EricLiu I 

Loretta Ucelli I 
i 

Mi ckey Ibarra I 
: Leanne'Shimabukuro 


Paul Glastris 
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Stage Participants: ! . 
YOU!! 

II
Secretary Andrew Cuomo .. 

Mayor Anthony Williruhs 

:Police Chief Charles R~sey .... . .. 

20 Metropolitan Police Department officers and new recruits 

· .. . I . 

, . .' . 

:Program Participants: I . . 

YOU . I 


Mayor Anthony Willi~s . . . . 

Police Chief Charles Rfunsey, Metropolitan Police Department 

· . I· . . . 


IV. PRESS PLAN 

· Open Press. 
."' '. 

v. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 
. . II 

YOU will be annouhced onto the stage, accompanied by Mayor Anthony Williams 
andPolice Chief C~arles Ramsey.. .. .. .. . 
Mayor Anthony Williams will make remarks and introduce Police Chief Charles 

L • 

Ramsey. I! . 

Police ChiefCharle~ Ramsey will make remarks and introduce YOU. 
YOU will make re~arks, work aropeline; and depart. 

VI. REMARKS I· . 
· ~. 

To be provided by speihwriting, ". 

. . . I . 

[ 
I . 

3, 
,, 
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TDday, President ClintDn, j bY,District ofCDlumbia MaYDr WiiI'iams, MetropDlitan PDlice 
Chief Ramsey, and HDusing'S CuomD, will annDunce a new gun buyback partn'ership 

I . 	 ",,' , 

between th.e ~is~rict Df~Dlum9~a and .theDepaitinent DfHDusing and Ur?an DeyeIDpme~t. 
Under the Inltlahve the largest ever In D,C, and .one .of the largest ever. In thecDuntry -a tDtal 
Df$350,OOO will be made avaidbletDPllrchase an estimated 7,000 guns through 'a IDcal gun, 

, buyback program jDintly admiritistfm:~d by the WashingtDn Public HDusing AuthDrity and the 
Metropplitan.PDlice Departmerft. In ~dditiDn, the Bureau,'Df AlcDhDI, TDba.cCD and Firearms will 
trace altguns recDvered in the ~uyback. ,A tDtal Df85cDmmunities acrDSS the cDuntryare nDW 
participating in the first rDund &fHUD~,s BuyBack A,merica program tD launch similar IDcal gun 
buyback 'programs and tD take t~ns .of thDusands .of unwanted guns ,.out' .of circulatiDn, TDday's 
ini~iati.Je is part .of a cDmpreheAsiveeffDrt by the ClintDn AdministratiDn tD pn?vide more tDDls 
fDr cDmmunities tDreducegun IriDlence, and tD,~dvance CDmmDn sense gun safety legislatiDn tD 
keep guns .out .of the wrong hanos, , . . ' " ", . ;' , " 

. TAKING THOUSANDS.OF ~UN~ QUT,OF CIRCULATION IN WA$HINGTON. In the 
wake .of the recent shDDting at the NatiDnal ZDO, President ClintDn tDday will annDunce a,majDr 
partnership between the federalll gDvernment and the District .of CDlumbia tD fund the largest gun 
buyback in the city's histDry. *nder tedaY's partnership, HUD's'BuyBack America program 
will pr~vide $100,000 and the Metropolitan PDliceIJ,epartmentwill provide $250,000 tD fund the 
buyback, which will be held Jupeitd and 24th 

" The District,ofCDlumbia Public HDusing 
" 	AuthDrity will partner with the IJMetropDlitan PDlice Department tD cDnduct the bl.lyback, which 

will fund the purchase .of an estimated 7,000 guns and take them .off the street and .out .of 
II' , . '" , 	 '.. 

circulatiDn permanently, Last, Alu.gust, the MetropDlitan PDlice Department cDnducted tWD , 

successful buybacks. ' The first,! funded iripart by HUD, yielded 600 guns; the secDnd, 2,300 , 

'guns, According tD an ATF rep,ort .on tre buybacks, the vastmajDritY'Dffirearms recDvered 

(2,200):were handguns, and far[lexceeded the District's average annual recDvery rate Df2, 1OS 

criine 'guns. Among the firearms frequently recovered were the types Dfguns .often used in 

crimes and illegally trafficked Ih unlicensed d~alers,', ' , '"

',II' , 	 " 

PROVIDING RESOURCES rO FUN~ ~~Y~ACK~ ACR?SSTHE COUNT~Y.A.recent 
study released by I:-IUD shpws that people hVIng In public hDUSIng are more than tWice as, likely , 
tD suffer from gun-related yicti~izatiDn ,as the general pDpulatiDn,' And while gun crime is dDwn 
by 35 percent since 1992, nearl~ 12.chi'ldren are still killed every day by gunfire,' TDhelp reduce 
the tDlr'of gun viDlence, President,.C1intDn las(September unveiled a $15 milliDn BUD gun 
buyback initi,ative the I~rgesdgun buybackprogram in histDry, Under the first round .of the 

I " 	 " 

BuyBaek Americalnitiative,'.H)~D is providing funding tD a tDtal of85cDmmunities tD enable 
Public HDusing' AuthDrities (P~As) tD Partrier with local raw enfDrcement agencies tD cDnduct 
IDcal gun buyback prDgrams, By reducing the number .of firearms in circulatiDn, buyback 
programs ,can help prevent acdtlental shDDtings, gun SUIcides" gun crime and unauthDrized gun 
use, The BUD buyback progrd'm en~Durages a cap Df$50 fcreach wDrking gun, ,and encDurages 
PHAs tD provide the awards in )the .form .of gift' certificates fDr gDDds Dr services rather than' cash, 
Every HuD-spDnsDred buybacR must be run by a IDcal pDlice department with nD amnesty , 

'i " "~1' " 	 , .,' " 
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given for any crimes committea with returned firearms. And to ensure permanent removal from 
circulation, all guns are destro~ed unless they are relevant to an ongoing law enforcement 
investigat ion, or they have beet stolen from their lawful ·owner 

WORKING WITH D.C. LAW ENFORCEMENT TO COMBAT GUN CRIME. Today's 
initiative is another ~xample otefforts by th~ feder~l government and the Distri~t of Columbia to 
work together to combat gun CIiIme, Under mnovatIve programs such as Operation Ceasefire, 
which has received nearly $1 riiillion in federal funding since 1995, local police are partnering 
with the U.S. Attorney and the~ATF to increase gun enforcement and gun crime prevention 

I . 

programs. Also, through the i\dministration's Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative, local 
police are working with the A TjF to trace all crime guns recovered in the District to crack down 
on illegal gun traffickers that S?PPly guns to juveniles and criminals. 

. ,I ' 
KEEPING UP PRESSURE 'JiO ENACT COMMON SENSE GUN LEGISLATION. In 
addition to announcing these n~w tools to combat gun violence, the President will again . . 
emphasize the importance of cbmmon sense gun measures that can reduce gun violence by 
keeping guns ?ut ~fthe wronglih~ndsih Not~ng that the Congress ~issed an ?pportunity t~ pass 
gun safety legIslatIOn by-the Apnl20 . anmversary of the Columbme shootmgs, the PresIdent 
will urge Congress to complet~ work on juvenile crime legislation and pass a final bill that closes 
the gunlshow loophole, requir¢:s child safety locks for handguns, bars the importation of large 
capacity ammunition clips, and bans violent juveniles from owning guns for life. 

I . 
J 
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Office of the General Couneel 
4'51 1"Stleel SW I 

Washington. DC 20410 i MAX STIER 
(I) 202·708-1781 I" DEPUTY GENERAL
(I) 202-40,-8555 

,I 	 COUNSEL FOR 
LITIGATION 
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From: Max Stier 

Pages:' rfl.-:: 
Phone: 

Ii
4r5\t)-'~5'9.£* Date: t1/~ 0/91ODO 

Re; 

o Urgent 

ii'i, 
For Reyiew

!I 

1 

cc: 

Please Comment o Pleaso Reply o Please Recycle 

.'Comments: 

I 

f
\ ' 

I 
I 

, ' ;1 	 ' 

PLEASE NOTE: The informatio~ contained in this facsimile message may be privileged and confider 
and is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above and others who have b 
specifically authorized to receive it. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified' 

I 	 any dissemination, distribution!i or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you h 
received this communication j1r error, or if you have questions or problems with this transmissi 
please caB the above phone n~mber. Thank you. 
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~nflU!I"trek 'plfltiiJUjiJtS:" 
i : . '. ANOItEW ~o~p~);he' B'~ & u~· .~e~ is nO' .dQuii ~~ a publici.~ ~t.;'
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lI&werftll'iiIurm~"'" (hloii:iD~~ oil the arini..•· . Of' the 
81auni:hed'l'l.lead as Columbine BhOO~8toiuin~~54 cit

mt to~UY... ill, ;.~~~.u~. Sch~~~.,..wonld 
• _ " ...Y."'r'" co~ pIlI'QC1p8te m the buyback.' :. "". 
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Oepa.'rtme.nl of Housing & Urban Oe~eloprnemt 

Oflic:e of the General Counsel ,1. 


. 451 r- Stket sw 1 
( Max Stier 

Wa's,hington, DC 20410 ' , Deputy, General 
Counsel 

i 

To; Bruce Reed I From: Max 
I , 

I Fax: ' 20245&-5542 Pages: 6II 

Phc:lne:202-456-5S95 II Dale: March 8, 2000 

, 
II
! 

' 
. 

'He: HUD's Gun Buyback Information 
,,' , 11 

cc: 
,. II 

, D Urgent 0" For ReView OPlea&e Corrlfr,erit 0 Please Repl), o Please Reqcle 

• Coniments: 
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/(~~~G BACK GUNS 
.--rl- ----t-_+__t__ 

\ \ W LL E LIVES AND HELP ., I 

\''8~ RONG PARTNERSHIPS , 

BElWEEN POLICE AND 

TO WORK TOGETHER TO 

REDUCE GUN VIOLENCE. 

ANDREW CUOMO, SECRETARY 

u.s; DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DMLOPMf.NT 


For More Information 
HUD Public: and Indion Housing 


Informotion ond Resource Center 

Drug Information & Strategy Clearinghouse 


P.O. Box 8577 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 


E-moll: disc@jbs1 .com 

, Cedric Brown,Pro9rom Analyst 

HUD Community Safety and Conservation Division 


451 Seventh Skeet5w, Room 4206 

Woshinston, DC 20410 


Pnone: 202.708-'1197, ext. 4057 

www.hud.gov/pih/progroms/phlde/cscd.html 


Center photo on reverse side: 

©1 999, The Washington Post. Reprinted with 


permission. Photo by. Jomes A. Parcell. 


f\I 

U.S. DePortment of Housing and Urtxln Davalopm&nt 


Office of Public end Indian Housing 

Office of Public and Assisted HDusing Delivery 

Community Scrlety and Conservation Divi,ion 


(S) 
w30,000 lethal shootings.' "
(S) 
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~ 
IS)100,000 gunshot wounds. 

I\}Every year. I-' 

.t>. 
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Stop the violence. 


Turn in the 'guns. 


z 
o 
\.0 
Ul 
(J'l 

I;:J 
IS) 
I\} 
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The Price of Gun Violence HUD's New Gun Buyback and 
Choose ony 2 years to the last decade: guns Violence Reduction Initiative 
in the U,S. killed more people them in all the long 

When President Clinton announced the gun buyyears of the Vietnam War. Each week more than 
bock program on September 9, 1999, he asked . 600 people in the U.S. die in gun-reloted incidents. 

Many of them are children. Every 6 hours, a 
young person between 10 and 19 years old 
commits suiCide with a gun. 

Easy access to weapons is the single most 
,. ,.; 
Importont foctor contnburing to Ihe hegh rete 
of ~ths and InlUrles en thiS country. 

'

~/Gu s I~\d R INNER CrTlES ARE EXACTING AN AWfUL 

ARE BEING lORN APART, YOUNG UVES 
=B8NG: TOlEN,-ANO:GOMMUNmES-ARE"lIVING -

~'.(T. OF CONSTANT fEAR. HUO's GUN 

~t'K PROGRAM IS tHE SORT OF AGGRESSIVE, 

INNOVATIVE PROGRAM THAT WE NEED 10 HELP 
.PUT A SlOP 10 GUN V10lENCf. . 

SENATOR FRANK LAi.JrfNBERG NfW JERSFi 
" 

CommunmeSiccross the nafian--induding New 
YOfK/ Chic::ggo, ,and Washington, DC-hove 
conduded gun buybocks to curtail the hazards 
of accidental shoo~ngs, suicides, and domestic 
violence. Communities gain from gun redudron 
efforfs when: 

• Young people and adults feel safer going to, 
school or work ond then home again. 

• Partjcipotion in community safely ond crime 
control efforts grow. 

• Police presence and Irust in offic.ers increases.. 

HUO to distribute $1 S mlllion in funds for gun buy. 
bock and violence reduction efforts. "Every gun 
turned in through [] buybock program means 
pofentiolly one less tragedy," said President Clinton. 
HUO' th' ~ Publ" H ' A h .. k

IS au orlzeng IC 01)51ng i.lt orihes, wor 
. 'th I 01 p I' d rt' 15 t
109 w, oc: Olc;,e epc men , 0 reprogrom CI 
portion of fneir FY '999 Public and Indian Housing 

Drug Elimination Program (PHOEP) funding for use 
in the gun buyback end violence reduction initiative. 
HUD will provide on extro 43% of the reprogrammed 

__~amounts-on-a first-come,first-servedobosis:to-provide=, 'fl - ':"7 ~ EOSTl1EETS'OF-AMERICAN-CmES'NEEDS='=~= 
,additional funding for buybacks and related costs, 

WITH SIMIlAR EFFORTS IN OTHER CITIES" 

INmATMS GIVE STAff AND RESfDENTIi 

TO ADDRESS THESE SER~OUS PROBLEMS. 

~,.... 

~ICHA.R. KELLY, ExfcUTIVE DIRECTOR 

HOUS~NG AUTHORfTV OF NfW'ORllANS 

• f AND SUPI>OIlJ 10 GO OVER 1HE lOP IN 

such os training, Implemen1atlon l outreach, cnd 
monitoring/evaluation of this program. HUD 
encouroge~ police departments ond Public Housing 
Avthorifies to involve loco! government and/or 
private sector organizations in obtaining support 
from other sources. 

Participation 
Police deportments and Public HQusing Autnorities 
must work togelher to be eligible for this program. 
Only Public Housing Authorifies that received 1999 

PHDEP funding Clnd intend to devote a portion ( 
their funding to gun redudion initio1iv6S er~ elig 
for participation. GlJn buyback odivities must b£ 
conducted by c local law enforcement cgen<;y. 
Publk Housine Authorities must execute a 
Memorandum of Understanding with Iheir local 
low enforcement agency for the addition 01 law 
enforcement services before funds can be drcwr 

Guidelines 
Amount of value per gun' HUO liugnests a vol

' .. 
equivo ent of $50 for each Qun exchanged. 

HE MU R},MAYHEM, THE SENSELESS DEATHS OF OU 

QR~ n-tE RIDICULOUS PROUFERATION OF 

(S) 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

' 

~ 

~ 
~ 

E 
\:j 

~ 
'£. 

N'J BACks ME AN IMPORTANT STEp, COMIIIN til 
tfGHER GUI>t LAWS, TO MAKE OUR CITIES SAFH f:j 

EUINGlON WEBB, MAVOR OF DENVER AND 
PRESIDENT OF THE US CONFElENCe OF MAyoRS 

Value equivalent: Gat certmcates, food voucher 
or other incentives of value for those who turn in 
guns, in addition to, or in pIece of, cosh paymer. 

Site of gun buyback activities: Gun buybad< 
adivities need not be condudedon Public Housi' 
Authority premises, altnough it is Clnticipafed thai 
the gun reduction effort will have a noticeoble 
impact on reducing the number of guns in publif 
housing communities. 

Disposal of guns: All purchased guns.must be 
destroyed, unless police determine that 0 gun Wl 

stolen or is needed for on ongoing low enforce· 
ment investigation. Police must return stolen 
weapons to their lawful owners. Under no circun 
stance moy 0 Publk Housing Authority or police 
department resell or exchange gunsfor volue. 

z o 
ill 
U1 
(J\ 

'iJ 
(S) 
w 
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. DEPARTMENli OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 


• It, I' .lFL1C AND INDIAN HOUSING 

DRUG ELIMINATION GRANTS FOR LOW-INCOME HOUSING

I(INCLUDINGRESCISSION) 

Of the anulunJ provided for technical assistance Wlder this heading in 

Public Law 106-74 ~d prior Appropriations ACIS,.$718,184 are rescinded: 
Ii 

Provided" 1'1iat none bf the funds made available .in Public Law 106..74 or in 

." A ..J: A .r: th D fH' d Urb any pnor ppropnatlons cts ,or e epartment (:') ouslng an an 

Development, &hal; blavailable for any firearm buy-back program 

conducted by the JarIJ!lent. by any public housing authority, or by any
, I 

" ,I 
other entity. 

I 
TITIXV 

GENERAL PROVISIONS-THIS ACT. 

Sec. 5101. No'part ofany appr.;p..;atlon contained in this Act shall 
\i 

remain available for clbligation beyond the current fiscal year unless 
, II ' 

I. 
expressly so proyided herein: '. '. , 

. Ii . ' . 
Sec. 5102. Sedtions 305 and 306 afH.R. 3425 of the l06th Congress, 

as enacted into law b! sectiOlllOOO(a)(S) ofPublic LawI 06-1 13, are hereby 

I: . , .. .. - .repealed. L '. . 
Ii . 
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Public: HotuiDg Authorities Conducting GUD Buybacks 
~ 	 . 

Me'" t~ -.... Watervliet HA - Watervli~t, NY . 
~~ -t ~ of Savannah - sav~J GA 

'1;'1(l.f~ .... HA ofCity ofHammond i Hamond, IN 

~..,..(l(1.. -:IRA ofCity ofFlagstaff - Flagstaff, AZ 

~I!"'" -'I Rockford HA -- Rockford,IIIL . 

"t.~'" Lex.ington..Fayette HA - rlexington. KY' 


M;s ~It.tc.... San Francisco HA - San Francisco, CA 

.,u\ol~ ---a,. HA ofHigh Point - High toint, NC 

~... -1 KnoxVille Community Development Corporation - Knoxvil1e, TN 
.. ""~k ~Metro Dade HoUsing Agenby - Miami, Fl--"'ik " 

~~~ .HA. ofPrinooton - Prince4n, KY . 


tl.V14 ~ Inkster Housing Commission - Inkster, MI ' 

II . 

~""", ~ Spingfidd HA- Springfield. MA 

t'G~ ~ HA of City ofWilmingtonl! NC - WilmingtoIlt Ne 

...........t.... HA orUnion City - Uniort City~ NI 


""1-.." .., HA City ofBayonne - Batonne, NJ 

",ttv;\........ Plattsbmgh HA - Platts.b~, NY 


• 	~ --it Lucas Metropolitian HA -\;Toledo, OH-~ 

PN06lt...... Patterson HA - Paterson. ~1 


\4,+t'tcI- ~ HA ofColumbja - Co1um.Jiia., KY . 

..'\:,."',.-" ..." Tampa HA - Tampa, FL ·Ii 


Ot'ti'1' ~ Corpus Christi HA - Corpl1s Chris~ TX 

a.,uf"~"'Newark HA - Newar~ NJij 


fd'clf..{....,....;..., HA ofCity ofGaIy• .In.~ - Gary, IN 

~"' -., HA ofProvo - Provot u: ~ 

CAli... ~ HAofColumbus, Geofgul.;!..,. Colwnbus, GA
\t.,..... -.., The New Britain HA --Ne~ Britain, CT . 


h(H"'" -, Albany HA - Albany, NY I' 
UJ, ..... ...:;;) HA ofthe City ofMillvillcil- Millville, NJ 

iDSiefl''''''' 'Randolph County ~ '- ~ester. IL . 

0.'''''''11\ ~ HA ofthe City ofFoley - Foley~ AL 

",""It\......, Amsterdam HA - Amstetdb. NY 

Sf"'.,-' HA ofthe City ofFort Mm1i--" Fort Mill, se 

1~""r -. ,IJA ofthe CitY ofHanniba1\- Hannibal. MO 
~~'" -...., Stark Metropolitian HA - ¢anton, OB 


, ....... .;.lII) EastonHA - East~ PA /; 

Wot""'.......a,, HA ofthe County ofMarin!·· Sali Rafael, CA 

~. --*> Saginaw Housing ColIU1lis~on W~ Saginaw, MI " 

j ~/";-'" Hawaii Housing & Comm~ty Development Corporation -- Honolulu. HW 
I ':'f'1l ~ Memphis HA - Memphis,:IN ' 
~ ......,~-t HA City of San Antonio ~ ~an Antonio,·rx 
! ;...M••' .......... Roanoke Redevel~~ment I:i\ _. Roanoke, VA · ~(tI,,"'~ Schenectady MumClpal HAJJ - Schenectady, NYI 	 " 

\ 
I 

", i 



. . H . . 
12:44 HUD -T 94565542 NO. 956 ~06 

II 
II 

Ii 
O\.OOf"{L ~Kansas City, Kansas HA y- Kansas City, KS 


<;. ~(L'tS' -9 HA ofllie City ofStamfofd - S:tamford, CT 

1'\~9,,",,~!) -=?Woonsocket HA .... Woo~ket,~ 

Fo.~ v...~ 4'>HA ofEast Orange -EaSt Orange, NJ 


·Rvt~ '~'<\.v...~HA ofthe City oiEI Pasdl
_ Bl Paso, TX 


" N.~p --.;. . HA of LOuisville "- Louis~Ue, KY - .. ~ 

p"ot\\\\a.~HAoftbe City ofMonahb ... Mouahaos, TX 


. ~~~u..e..-Y"HA oftile City ofOrang61-- Orange. Nl 

e..u.,..~-?Prichard HA .. Prichard. At 


J. ~tDIA.~~HA ofthe City of Merideb -Meriden, CT 
!~/",UI~ftt.~The Municipal HA City d:fYonkers - Yonkers. NY 

rn.~~~ -MaldenHA -Malden, ~ . 
~i~~~~~ ofBaltimore City - Baltimore. MD 

(~. ",-, _'tl
rnc..c...o,,~-o.HA ofWorcester - WO.LI.pester, MA 

s J..e..-t.~_HA ofCity afLaS Cruce~l.- Las Cruces, NM 
N°~ t_ HA ofthe City ofAU~ - Augusta, OA . . 
b'~~ -HA oftile City ofCamdeh - Camden, AR 
~lw...-HAofthe City ofLaredo!;-Laredo, TIC 

sn-cs-HA ofthe City ofNo~ ... S. Norwa1.k, CT 
'I\~~ oftile City ofPawtucket - Pawtucket, RI 
. ~l~_HA ofthe City of~1is - Annapolis, MD 

'OD..orfr -HAofthe City of Rome f Rome. GA 

l~;li~~\S~-FUntHous~ Co~issi~n- Flint MI. "'*'
*' Pt." ~ HAoftbeCltyof~-~NC-i<1 

~-"S ;-k~~..city ofDetroit Housing Department - Detroit, MI 

JSt'J"~" -HA ofthe City ofCordelJ - Cordele, GA 
k'I~River Rouge Housing CoMmission - River Rouge~ MI 

it rt..tA't .-.. HA City ofHouston .. H61lSton, TX ---jic . . 
l.t;..w\5 - HA City ofAtlanta - At1~~ GA 

~u:.. .... HA ofHoboken - Hobo~en, NJ 

t 
• I: 

S ~'f-CatskiU HA - Catskill, ~ 


'S"1'~IA;.-Beaufort HA--:o Beaufort, 11S~
1 

'j
I. 
[I

I 

f 
1 

•I 
I. 
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House C:hallenging Gun Buyback Plan 

11 

By Paul Shepard . 
Associated Pr~ss Writer 

Thursday, March 9,2000;3:41 a.m. EST 


Ii 
WASHINGTON - A national gun buyback program championed by 
President Clinton is at risk of losing its funding as lawmakers begin 

.'work on an ~mergency bill to pay for U.S. troops in Kosovo and 
combatting ~rugs in Colombia. 

As part of tJe $9· billion bill, Republicans on the House . 
Appropriatiqns Committee want to rescind $700,000 that the 
Department ;of Housing and Urban Development is using to purchase 
guns turned lin at public housing projects. , 

Money for tpe purchases, averaging about $50 a gun, now flows 
through HOO's Drug Elimination Program. Elizabeth Morra, a 
spokeswom~ for the House Appropriations Committee, said 
Wednesdaylithat congressional auditors earlier this week concluded 
that HUD dgesn't have the authority to divert the anti-drug funding 

. for gun buyiacks. 

"Nowhere i~ the grant does it authorize using the funding for a gun ' 
buyback prqgram," Morra said. "HUD would have to prove that the 
gun buybactc will directly eliminate drugs and they haven't provided 
us any proof of that." 

II 
"This isn't ~pout the efficacy of the program; it is a question of 
whether HUD has the legal authority for it," she said. 

~ . 

But David ~gner, a HUD spokesman, said the department's attorneys 
reached an 9Pposite conclusion: that the money can be used for gun 
buybacks. !i· 

"Its unfortu~ate that some members of Congress want to stop public 
housing authorities and police departments from carrying out local 
programs tJ by back guns, reduce violence and save lives," Egner 

'd II .sal. I, 

h II. h'" 80 .. h . d . . Thus f:ar, ~usmg aut ontIes m cItIes ave signe up to partIcIpate 
in the gun Buyback program, Egner said. Louisville is the only city to 
begin buyi~g back guns under this program to this point. Egner said 
179 guns ~ere purchased Tuesday. . 

'i . .. 
With much Ifanfare, President Clinton announced last September I 
what was b~lled as the nation's largest gun buyback program with the 
goal of removing 300,000 weapons. 

The bUYbalk plan is modeled on local programs in Washingt~n and 
I ' 
i 

lof2 3/912000 9:56 AM 
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New York. 

i 
The District lof Columbia bought 2,306 guns during an experimental 
two-day offer in August. That no-questions-asked program took in 
guns from ahoss the city, not only from neighborhoods near housing 
projects. II 

As with the IWashington program, the national buyback offer would 
not include amnesty for any crimes committed with the guns. District 
of Columbi~ police are now running ballistics tests on the purchased 
guns in tryidg match them with crimes or suspected criminals. 

I 
I 
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. , 	 ' 
PRESIDENT CLINTON ANNOUNCES VIOLENCE-PREVENTION 

, INItIATIVE TO BUY BACK 200,000 GUNS 
\\ " . 'September 9, 1999 

~ . 	 . 

• 	 President Clinton to~y 8ll1lounced a $15 million vioience-preventlon initiative to 
launch the hugest ~'buyback program in American histOry, enabling police 
departments to p~c~se about 200,000 guns from people in at least 20 cities. 

• 'This national bUYbaC~ initiative is designed to reduce gun violence and protect 
families from senseless gun tragedies. Each gun we buy back is one less gun on the 
nation's st.reets. II", . . . , 

Bud IDitiativeIBo'W It ~orks " 	 ' 
• 	 Under the HUD initia4ve annoWlced today, S10 million ;n BUD funds will go to 

police departments and be used to buy back guns for a suggested price of $50 each ~ 
. either in cash or in thei~form ofgift certific~tes for food, toys, or other goods. At $50 

apiece, police could b~y 200,000 guns with the HUD funds. , 
'~. 	 " ' 

• 	 Each police ,departmen\ participating in the initiative will be eligible to get up to 
Il 

$SOO,OOO in HUD fun$ - enough to purchase up to 10,000 guns in a city. This would 
enable 20 police depa$ents to participate ifeach gets maximum funding, and more 

. to participate if some g~ less than the Q1a."'(imum. More fimds could be provided in 
the future ifthe pUot iditiative is expanded. 

, 	 1\ . ' . 

• 	 To reduce the availabili~ ofguns, all guns purchased with IIDD funds will destroyed, 
unless it is detennmed that a gun was stolen or is needed for an ongoing law 
enforcement investigati9n. l Stolen weapons will be returned to their lawful owners. 

• 	 .The initiative will beJ, distributing funds to police departments in late November, in 
time to enable families ~o replace gtU1S with cash and gift certificates during the 
holiday season. . ~ . 

I: 

• 	 HUD.will also encouraiepolice departments to work Vtlith local retailers to provide 
further incentives, such ~ special discounts on items purchased with aegun buyback 

gift certificate.!\ 	 .. 
• In addition. HUn will Jovide'public housing authorities working with the police 


. departments with an e~a 54 million - $4 for each $10 the poHce departments get , 

to help develop and implement the gun buybacks and to carry out other initiatives to 


reduce gun violence in cbmmunities. This works'out to a maximum of5200)000 in 

extra. funding per housin~ authority. 


\ 
I 
I 
\ 
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• 	 Another $1 million iP.lfUD funds will go to a natiorial organization with expertise in 
la.w enforcement to $tudy what works most effectively in gun buyback programs and 

J:!-d • 1h'11to llIt wa.ys to ~mpr?ve ell' perfonnance. 
- - 'i1.-	 _ 

• . The basic premise o£;the gunbuybacks is to give peoplcthe opportunity, for a limited 
_ 	 perio4 of time, toexJhange their guns for something ofvallle With no questions 

asked. There are variAtioris on the inducements offered, but the most successful 
programs offer mone~, some ~ ofvouchers or tickets, or food coupons in exchange 
for weaponS.' . - '\1 --. -. : 	 _ __. -. 

• 	 HUD will uSe funJ from its Drug Elimination Grantpr~gram for the gun buYbac~ 

initiative. Drug Elimmation Grants are used to combat crime in and around public 

hOUSing de\"elopmen~ around the nation. 


. . - . I 1: 	 . 
• 	 Police Departments willwork in partnership with housing authorities to participate in 


the,gun buy.backiniti~~ve.lIousing authorities will distribu.te the HUD funds to local 

police departments.to~onduct the buybacks. . 


.. II 
Other Buyback PrograD:\s _ ..... . 
• 	 Several cities annmd the country have conducted gun buyback programs in recent 

y~, but none ·have eren corne close to pUrchasing 200,000 ~s. These local . 

buyback programs collected anywhere from a few dozen to a few thousand guns each. 


• . In 1991, St,Louis cOlltted more than8~OOO guns~ which were then melted down and 

converted into a statue bf a 9·year~old shooting victim. Baltimore collected 13,000 

guns in three months idl 1974, and Washington. DC, recently collected 2,800 guns 

after two days ofbuyb~bks. Buybacks have also worked in Norfo1k, VA; Dayton, OR; 


I' 

San Francisco; Philadelphia Wld Atlanta. 
\; 

. The gun buyback initiative ~as one of several steps President CWiton announced at a 

'White House event today w,ith mayors and police chiefs from around the nation. Cuomo, 

Attomey General Janet Rerib, and Treasury Secretary Lawrence Summers also attended 


h 

the event, in which the President urged Congress to pass a bipartisan juvenile crime bill 

that would offer greater protection against gun violence. The legislation, which has been 

passed by the Senate, woul41 close the gun show loophole by mandating a background . 
check for anyone buying a t¥'earm at a gun show, requh-e child Safety locks for gUns, and 

bar the importation of large c\_apacity ammunition clips. 


. 	 ## 
· 	 ! 
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II' ' ,
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 1 ' 

I: . ,,' " , 
, COMMENF;S ON THE NEW GUN BUYBACK INITIATIVE 
, ' l' " " , ' 

Sarah Brady, C~air of Handgun Control, Inc.: "We support every effort to 
reduce the number of guri,~ on the streets ofour communities. This program demonstrates 
that HUD understandsthlt easily accessible guns are one of the biggest problems facing 
,the residents ofpublic: ho~ing 'across America. HUD is makiD.g an important national 

, commitment to keeping ~ o-pt of the wrong hands, especially kids and criminals:' 

, Bob Chaset presiheDtof~he National Education ASSOCiati~n: ,~fThere is no 
single answer to preventi~g gun: vio~ence and keeping our children safe. Voluntary gun 
buyback programs that pr?vide a nleans to get some of the weapons off the streets and out 
ofcbildren~s homes are a step toward providing our young people with a safe and healthy 
environment in which to ~ow and learn,lt ' , ' . 

Arinn DixOD, AssLtate :Director ofPolley for ViI:.lence Prevention, Physicians 
, ~t '", ' 

for Social Responsibility: "Reducing the number of guns on the street is essential to 
curbing the epidemic of~ violenCe in the coUntry. Each glll1turned in to a buyback 
program is ope that wontt be used to commit a crime, attempt a suicide, or kill 
unintenIionaUy - it's a , ~WO~'~ ever fall into the wrong ~s." 

Josbua Homitz, Executive Diredor of the Educational Fund to End 
Handgun Violence: ..~ buybacks provide an excellent way for communities to draw 
attentioD to the problem of~gun violence, Which is fueled by the widespread, easy , 
availability offirearms, Guh buybacks are also a catalyst for local conununities and 
neighborhood organizatioJ to work with law enforcement in a collaborative manner.. 
These collaborations c~ le~d tb long-term reductions in gun violence." , I 

\1 . 

Dr. Mo:hammad Ntli Akhter, Executive Director of the American Public 
Health Assoeiation: "Rem9ving guns from our streets is long overdue; it's a big step 
toward reducing the level ofviolence in our communities, HUD is pioneering a neW 
approach. In addition to hn~roving housing opportunities for our citizens, the agency is 
now taking steps to ensure that both the homes and communities in which we live are ." 

safe:'" , 1\ .... ... , 

Kevin E. Marchmait, President of the National Organization of African
Americans ia Housing: "The tragedies in public and private housing that can be traced 

I' , 

to the use of firearms show tpat carefully conducted gun buyback programs can protect 
the lives ofinnocent victimsl!of gun accidents and crimes." 

Michael Kelly, EJUtive DlrecioJo of Ih. Housing Authority ofN.... 0.108...: 
1\ 

I 
, 

I 
I 
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"At the New Orleans HoL"s Authority, We are beginIrlng to tum the comer 011 critn~ 
and violence in public ho~sing. In concert with similar efforts in other cities, gun 
buyback initiatives give Sitaff and residents added coUrage and support to go over the top 
in continuing to address tfese serious problems." 

~ 
Daniel P. Hen8o~ IiI, Commissioner of the Housing Authority ofBaltbnore 

City: IiI 	 . 

"The anecdotal evidence (rom Baltimore shows that gun buybacks have been very helpful 
in reducing ,crime. There i~ no doubt that when the number ofweapons in a community 
decreases, there is a corre~onding reduction in the use ofweapons to commit acts of 
violence. This is particularly true in domestic situations. However, in the past we have 
had limited :funds to ~ze the potential of gun buyback initiatives. ,I look forward to 
the opportunity to explore\tmore fully the relationship between the availability of guns and 
~ violence." 1\ 

I 	 ' 
\; 	 ## 
IiI . 
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u.s. 'Department of Housing aQd Urban Development , 
If ' 
I" ,II, , ' ', iUN ~pYBAc,K PROGRAMS lNl999 , 

, Here are summari~s! taken from news accounts, ofsome gun buyback programs 
I: ' 

around the country condu,cted earlier this year. 
, ,1\ ' 

CALIFORNIA "'1\ " ' ',"" " ' 

'l" • ,', , ' . , " 
LOS ANGELES 11uly 1 - Some 100 students at EI Sereno Middle School in 


East Los Angeles wentdo~r-to-door selling candy and raised $4,000 for a gun buy-back 

program in the area, wherJ gun violence is a serious problem.
I . 

, , 
, , I I

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

, .iI
I 

',' ' , ' 
WASHINGTON-tugust26 -Two recently-concluded gun buyback programs in 

the District ofColWnbia~ve led to 'calls for a national buyback program.. The first 
, focused on public housing b.nnplexes in the city's sixth district and colleoted 602 guns. 
The second was a two-da~\ciiywide progrSm,that netted 2,306 fueanns. ." , 

r ' ' 
FLORIDA, .1 , ! ' , 

LEESBURG - July \~ 1·· Beginning AugU~ 7fh, the City will pay $25 for any gun 

handed-over by Leesburg rJsidents. "This program is to allow the citizens ofour 

community the opportunityi~ get rid ofany unwanted guns they may have ill their 

home," said Police Corporal P~ell Mitchell. UA lot of accidents With kids and guns 

have,happened inside the hJbe.'" . . " ",

'I ' 


GEORGIA [\ 

'I 

I ' ' 

, ATLANTA - May 29 - The Southen'l Christian Leadership Conference is 


reviving its gun buyback prdSram after a two- year hiatus. Since the buybacks began in 

1993, the SCLC has spent $~80,OOO to purchase 10,000 guns. Some people refused 

money, saying they just wanted to get the guns off the street or o~t oftheir homes 


\ , 

1INDIANA ',l'" , 

sourn BEND - Ala- "People do killpeop1e," COIWluded an editorial ill 
The South Bend Tribune. "But guns, with an efficiency that robs victims ofany chance 
of self-preservation, give rerJ~rseless or demented people the power to terrorize society. 
Thanks to the St. Joseph Regional Health Center's gun buyback" - which collected 177 

, weapons - "there is a little leJs of that power on the streets of South Bend." 
, .!\ " 

I 

1 
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NEW YORK 
\ 
" BROOKLYN - ~~~ - District Attorney Charles J; Hynes has, launched a guns-

for-cash prognun oalled irfurn it In for a Benjamin," referring to Benjamin Fra.nkli:n~ 
whpse portrait appears o~ the S100 bill. After quickly collecting more than 650 guns, the 
program was exPanded c~tywide. "659 guns otTthe street redu~es the opportunity for a 
lot ofdeath and injury," ~aid Hynes. ' 
, Ii 
omb :, , 

\' " 

DAnON - June \1' - 'The parents of a student gunned down at ColUU).bine High 
. School in Littleton, Colo~~do in April shook the hands ofDayton residents standing in 
line to sell guns back to the police. Police collected about ISO guns in four hours. "Ifwe 
can keep gdting these ~s ofcrowds, we just might be able to make a change'" said the 

I .. " 

father, Michael Shoels. "'\' 

RHODE ISLAND 
\ 

, NORTH PROVID~NCE ~ August 1 - Just one day after the first murder in North , 
Providence in five years, t\l,e town's first gun buyback netted lOS guns, purchased at$25 
~ ,~ ,', 

, 1 " 

WISCONSIN '1\ 

~ . , ' " 

, ,II ' \ 
KENOSHA - MaYlil1 - Some 174 fireanns were surrendered to Kenosha law 

enforcement officials in l'€$m for gift certificates and cash, the most successful buyback 
. in the Citfs his,tory. \\ ' 

11 . 

RAClNE - June 13\!- The Racine Interfaith Coalition collected 107 guns in return 
for S50 and $100 gift certifj,caies at a local mall. Seven ofthe weapons collected wer~ 
illega!.Last December, th~ Coalition bought back 132 guns. 

II ' ##I ' I 
\ 
I 
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Clinton ~ledges$15 million 

for natiobwidegun buyback
. . 
. .. . . ! .I 
Police officers' as~ociation says idea is a 'waste of time' 
By Sean Scully
and Ellen Sorokin 
,iHE WASHINGTON TIMES , 

; President Clinton y'esterday 
pledged S15 million for a natiori
wide gun buyback program + 
'similar to one executed last month 
in the District - as gun-control 
forces on Capitol Hill attempted to 
pressure Congress to pass new gull 
laws./ 
, "Every gun turned in through la 
buyback program means poten
;tial1y one less tragedy," Mr. Clinton 
'said. . II 
· Critics were quick to attack Mr. 
Clinton's move, saying it is politi
:cally motivated. . ~ 
; "I believe gun buybacks are [a 
waste of time:' said Jim Fotis, eX
ecutive director of the Law En
forcement Alliance of America,l!a 
65,OOO-inember association of po
lice officers. "They do nothing eX
cept give criminals a little bit more 
money to get a better gun:' i: 

The money will come from ~e 
Department of Housing and Ur
;ban Development, which will offer 
~grants of up to S500,OOO to loCal 
:police departments to carry o~t 
buyback programs around public 
:housing complexes. He also prom
·ised $147 million through the Jus
:tice Department for grants to help' 
:local departments hire a total :pf 
,1,600 officers. . I' 
· ul just want the federal govern
ment to lend a haitd to do more:'i,to 
fund local programs, Mr. Clinton 
said. "We know that too maror. 
neighborhoods still are awash lin' 
<gUnS." , '. I;;" 
: Gun-rights organizations vigor
{lusly oppose the programs, sayiAg, 
,they do little to encourage criffi.i
:nals to give up weapons. I;: 

"This is so typical of the Clinton 
administration:' said Wayne I:a
Pierre, executive vice presidenti'of 
the National Rifle Association. '~'It's 
'a show. It's all about public rela
tions. It's all about headlines lin 
newspapers." '. ,I· . ,I 
: .Over· a two-day period l~st 
month, D.C. police collected 2,9,08 
guns from residents as part: of the 
deparrmetlt!s.Operation Gun Tip 
program. The city paid neafly 
S280,000 for the weapons that w~re 
turned in. 'I 
· . In having the police buy .the 
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Mayors and police c iels leave residential Hall at the Id Executive 

Office Building alter an address on gun violence by President Clinton. 


weapons,"the nation's capitol has' . 
successfully demonstrated a faster 

, and easier way to get guns where 
criminals cannot use them and 
children and adults cannot misuse 
them," D.C. Delegate Eleanor 
. Holmes Norton, a Democrat, said ' 
in a written statement. 

Officials of the U.S. Conference 
of Mayors, on a lobbying tour ac- ' 
Companied by their police chiefs, 
applauded Mr. Clinton's move and 
urged Congress to pass new gun 
laws, including banning large ca
pacity ammunition clips and mag-· 
azines, requiring the sale of trig
ger locks or similar devices with 

, all handguns, and imposing back
ground checks on all purchases at 
gun shows. 

The Senate passed such a pack
age in Mayas part of a larger ju
venile justice bill. The House did 
not pass any new restrictions .and 
the issue is locked in a conference 
committee trying to work out a 
compromise version of the juve
nile justice bill. 

"This is not about getting rid of 
the Second Amendment. this is not 

. a slippery slope to taking away 
people's guns," said Paul Helmke, 
mayor of Fort Wayne, Ind., at a pro- . 
gun-control rally on the Capitol 
steps. 

Pro-gun-rights legislators. how

' . 
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ever, say the restrictions passed by 
the Senate are a direct attack on 
gun ownership. The gun-show re
strictions in the Senate version, 
they say, give the federal govern
ment too much power to regulate
private sales of guns . 

House members of the confer
ence . committee said yesterday 
they were working on a proposed 
compromise that would include 
most of the Senate restrictions, but 
include a milder gun-show provi
sion. They plan to present that 
compromise to Senate negotiators. 
as early as today. 

It is far from certain, however, 
. that Congress will ever agree to 
new gun-show restrictions. The 
House debated the gun laws for 
two days and agreed to most of 
them individually. It defeated the 
entire package, however, because 
of a split between Democratic 
leaders, who insist on tough new 
laws. and pro-gun-rights Demo
crats, who oppose any new laws. 

The pressure from both sides 
may kill the entire legislation, one 
GOP leadership staffer .said yes
terday. Neither side appears will
ing to give any ground - Demo
cratic leaders want.a political issue 
rather than a compromise while 
gun-rights forces fear anycompro
mise will lead to stronger gun con
trol. 



Clinton to discuss China ties, 

East Timor in New Zealand 


.Taiwan, WIO to dominate talks with Jiang 
Later that day, Mr. Clinton will meet with 

Bv Andrew Cain South Korean President Kim Dae-jung and THe WASHINGTON TIMES 
Japanese Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi to 

President Clinton arrives tomorrow in discuss security on the Korean peninsula. 
New Zealand for an Asia-Pacific economic including efforts to deter another missile 
conference that will provide. a forum for test by North Korea .. 
tense discussions about Chinese trade, the On Thes4ay, the day after the conference, 
Russian money laundering scandal and vio- Mr. Clinton will travel to a mountain resort 
lence in East Timor. . 1 in Queenstown on New Zealand's South Is

"The will. of .the people of East Timor land. . 
must not be thwarted:' Mr. Clinton said yes .. On Wednesday, Mr. Clinton moves on to 
terday, after he suspended military con Christchurch, where he will deliver a 
tacts between Indonesia and the United speech on global environmental strategy. 
States.· . ' .. The . president also will meet with· New 

"They have a right to live iIi peace and Zealand's Priine Minister Jenny Shipley 
security, and they have earned and voted and attend a state. dinner. 
for their freedom. This issue obviously will " He urged Mr. Clinton "to make clear to 

.. be an important part of our discussions in "President Jiang" that any Chinese use of 

. .New Zealand:' force against Taiwan or its offshore islands 
The trip's key talks may occur this week "will trigger a U.S. intervention in defense 

end, before Monday's one-day conference. of Taiwan." . 
attended by leaders of 21· nations that ac ,On Sunday Mr. Clinton will meet with 
count for 45 percent of the world's trade. Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin to 

On Saturday Mr. Clinton and Chinese discuss arms control and to stress the im
President Jiang Zemin will try to jump portance of "a united front against crime 
start negotiations about China joining the and corruption," Mr. Berger said. " 
World 'Irade Organization. During Monday's economic conference, 

"We will seek in that meeting to restore U.S. officials will urge a further expansion 
momenturi'l to our relationship, to urge an of .trade to ease recovery from the Asian 
easing of tensions between China and Thi economic crisis. 
wan, and to resume discussion of China's ''A primary goal is to get support for a 
accession" to the'WTO, said Samuel R. Ber broad-based yet manageable' round" of 
ger, Mr. Clinton's national security adviser. trade talks, .said Gene Sperling, Mr.. Clin

Mr. Clinton and the Chinese president ton's chief economic adviser. 
will meet for the first time since Mr. Clin

ton's trip to China in 1998. The relationship 
 The United States will seek further talks 

to expand market access and trade in agribetween the United· States and China has 
culture, services and high-technology secbecome more tense in recent months. 


On May 8, NATO jets mistakimly strUCIt . 
 tors, and a reduction of industrial tariffs. 
the Chinese Embassy in Belgrade, setting Mr. Sperling said a second major goal at 
the two-story building on fire and killing the conference is to continue global pres
three persons. . sure for economic reforms like those that 

In late May, a committee headed by Rep. helped Korea and Thailand stabilize their 
Christopher Cox, California Republican, currencies following the Asian economic 
charged that China stole secrets about ev crisis. 
ery deployed weapon in the U.S. nuclear The assembled leaders also likely will arsenal. discuss the violence in East Timor, proof This summer, China threatened Thiwan that the annual conference allows "forto punish President Lee 'Thng-hui for mov things that are not on the agenda to be ading toward independence by calling for a dressed in a serious way," Mr. Sperling said. "state-to-state" dialogue. Mr. Sperling declined to predict the pace On Wednesday ~en. Jesse Helms, North 'oftrade talks with China. Carolina Rep\lplican and chairman of the 

Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, ~'Obviously, this was slowed down by the 

wrote to Mr. Clinton to register his "great unfortunate accident concerning the bomb

apprehension" about the president's meet ing, and we've been looking forward'to re

ing with Mr. Jiang. sumption," he said. 
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Buying Back Safer Streets? 

. 	 , ' ~ "., .' ,'. .

Researchers Say Repur1hase Programs l!ave Little Impact on Crime 
By PETER SLEVIN 
Washington PoSt Stoff' Writer 

Sell a rifle to a law officer. stop a crime. Trade a 
pistol for a McDonald's voucher. prevent a shootc 

ing. 
Atlanta bought 837 guns from residents last 

month. and Houston collected 779 earlier this 
month. Citizens sold 282,guns to authorities in Las 
Cruces, N.M.• 754 in Baltimore. eight in Prichard,
Ala.. and 2.192 in the District. 

"What's the value of a life saved?'~ said Atlanta 
Mayor Bill Campbell. "We ar~ going to do this 
again and again and again. When we run out of 
money. we are going to raise more." , 

Across the country. gun buybacks are a multi
million-doUar phenomenon and, ,supporters pre
dict. a sure path to safer commtUlities. The results 
in money paid and firearms melted are easily meas
ured. but analysts who have studied the programs 
warn that buybacks are unlikely to make a dramat
ic difference in violent crime. " 

The reasons are many. including the ,sheer vol
ume of guns available in the United States and the 
successful tactics criminals use to acquire them. 
Studies also show that lawbreakers rarely surren
der their weapons to buyback programs and that 
many people who do sell their guns have other fITe

;arnlS at homc. or soonbuy new ones: ' 
"Buybacks remove generally no more than 1 or 

2 percent of the guns estimated to be in the com
munity/;;aid Garen Wmtemute. director of the Vi
olence Prevention Research Program at the Uni
versitY of California at Davis. *The gtms that are 
removed from the co~unitY do not resemble the 
guns used in crimes in that community. There has 
nc-ver been any effect on crime results seen." 

Inspired by the Million Mom March. Mayor An· 
thony A. Williams this week abruptly moved up a 
D.C. gun purchase scheduled for June. Through a 
drive that began yesterday. the District hopes to 
buy nearly 7,000 gtUls fu three days. spending 
$100,000 in federal funds and $250,000 'frOm the 
city treasury. including money seized from drug 
dealers. ' 

Buybacks are also getting a serious boost from 
the Clinton administration. 'which is channeling 
S15 million to local housing authorities to buy and 
destroy firearms--includingthe $100,000 re
.:civcd by the District. ' ' 'ical\' households, Nearly 5 million new guns are 

The federal program has harvested more than 
10.000 !,'Uns from 43 cities in recent weeks. Hous
in'~ and l'rban Development Secretary .4.ndrew M. 
Cuomo announced Mav 9. . 

President Clinton ~lkecl of yet grander ainbi-
lions-April 28 in announcing HUD's"granno the 
District. He cited crime and violence statistics and 
recalled last month's shootings at ,the National 
Zoo, where a 16-year-old is accused of shooting 
seven youngsters. 

.. ~::!:~ :::: ::':-. ::.:~. ;-;.. :!.!::..;~ ... V~ o .... i;., vu~ ~:I\"'II... 
Just think about it. Fifty bucks a pop on the aver-
a~c to get millions of guns off the streef." Clinton 
S<li(l. "I don't know about you. but b;Jscd on the evi
denee. I'd say it's worth it. Every one of the guns 

,: ' traded guns for basketball tickets. Among their 
\i Cash for Guns "findings: 43 percent kept at least one other gun at 

I,i II 	 . Critics o~bu_vback -otframs sa,'11 .the ho~e; St. Louis st~dy. 62 percent of people who 
') Y" o· 'Y ,tookeart in a buyback-smd they owned another

I! ,kinds of guns beingturned in aren't t{!!!bl'ourteen percent said they would buy another 
!I the ones popular with young , firearm within a year. Thirteen percent more said ' 

. I~t ,c~mina/s, such as the lig~t, r.apid
,iii hre.9mm or .380 automatu: PlStO/s. 

i 'I' A breakdown oif' firearms turned in 
l'

I	li during a 1999 D.C buyback

I program'
Iii. . 

;i ,!I Gun type 

ill, 

i 	i 

I" 

I .,' " 
l'Caliber (top 10) 

'I .22 


.32 .WiAn) 
' .38 M$lWI 

.25 am 
" 0I2-gauge IIE'I'I','I 


IIU.Ii.I 


,380 .'71 
' 9mm • 60 . 


,45 142 . 


.357 134 
I :.410 134 'Shotgun 
I 	 '"It raiseS awareness of gun violence. It bring-s 
I'SOURCE'; Bureau of Alcohol:Toba<et,. and Firearms 

I ' THI WASHIHGJOH PO" 

taJ!en out of circulation could mean one less crime. 
on~ less tragedy. one more child's life saved." 

~oughly 200 million guns are in circulation in 
th~; United States. specialists estimate. including 
at least one firearm in about 45 percent of Amer

manufactured for U.S. ~e each vear, 
Academics who have analyzed buyback projects 

cre~it the efforts for raisin:; public awareness 
abJ'urgun safetY and for removing negl~cted gtUls 

they might. 
The age and style of the guns delivered to buy· 

back programs are significant to analysts. who say 
many guns traded for cash or Vouchers are often 
virtual antiques. For example, more than half the 

'. 2.912 weapons bought by District police for $100 
apiece last year were 15 years old. 

Yet more than one-third, and perhaps as many 
as one-half, ofall guns seized from yOtUlg adults na
tionwide were new guns purchased legally Within 
the previous three years, according to the Bureau 
of Alcohol. Tobacco and Firearms. The guns of . 
choice for yotUlg criminals-particularly fast-firing' 
9mm or.38O-caliber semiautomatic pistols-show 
up less often in buyback bins than in crime records. 

In aBoston study. 17 percent of buyback gtms 
were semiautomatics. compared with 52 percent 
of guns confiscated from suspects younger than 
22. In Sacramento. 35 percent of buyback guns 
were semiautomatics. compared with 57 percent 
of handguns seized by police in 1995. , 

•A large majority of young adult defendants 
have 9-millimeter guns.lt has this glamour about 
it. It shoots fast. it shoots often: explained Abby 
Stavitsky. a D.C. gang prosecutor who interviews 
suspectsaiterarrestandbelievesinbuybacks.

Buyback advocates see two primary benefits. 
One is the idea that the fewer the guns in circu-

Iation; the fewer the accidents. theftS and gun 
crimes of passion. The second is the sense that, 
communities are mobilizing for a worthy purpose 
and malting clear the riskiness of unattended fire
arms. 

the community together to do somethingabout it: 
Cuomo said in a telephone interview. "It 'does re
duce the number of gtUls and therefore will reduce 
the number of gtUls available to criminals. but I be
tieve the most direct contribution is to gun safety.K 

Newark' Mayor Sharpe James. whose city re
,ceived a $700,000 HUD grant, said the city hopes 
to. buy 5.000 guns: "We're forming attituoes 
against weapons being treated as recreation or just 
another toy. They should be viewed as weapons of 
de~truction," ' . 

In Baltimore. criminal defense lawyer Warren A. 
Brown iS'such a believer in buybacks that he spent ! 

from homes, where th~y migh~ be found by' a child_. $75,OQ.Oto.purchase.neiuly 1.300 fireanns; ahnost 
or fired in a moment of unbridled anger. Bu~ they . exclusively handguns because they are so often 
Qu~ktion the price tag and the argument that buy
bac~swilliowercrime. , 

"Even if you accept that you might recluce 
hodsehold risk factors. no one.has reiilly looked at 
~~lc!lu,::,~"'C'IL'\.:Livef1l.':;s.- sajli jon vcnHt.:K. a~~Oclate 
direttor ofthe 10hns Hopkins'Center for Gun Pol
icy ~nd Research. 

V,emick and Wintemute studied a Sacr:unento 
buyback program. questioning 92 people who 

Ii . 
;1 
'! 

used in street crime. He said he had "an epiphany. 

truly. I was awakened in my spirit to do it one 

morning: 

.. After funding a buyback for five years. Brown 


"has no regrets-and no illusions. . 
"Guns are easy to fmd on the street." said 

Brown. who represents all manncruf suspected id
ons, ~ose who want one; they can still easily get 
one." . 
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Ex-D.C.;.Official Says 

She Reported· Abuses 

Testimony Comes in Probe ofGroup Homes 

By YOLANDA WOODLEE 


lV""hingron Post Stofllfi'lwr 


D.C. Mayor Anthony A.. Wtlliams 
and city administrator Norman S. 
Dong knew about abuse and neglect 
at the District's group homes for 
mentally retarded adults,. the fonner 
director of the Department of Human 

.Services said yesterday. 

Jearline F. Williams, testifying at a 


D.C. Council special investigative 
committee hearing into deaths at the 
homes, said Dong's office did not re
spond to her requests for help in solv- . 
ing care problems for group home 
residents \\;t11 mental retardation 
and developmental disabilities. 

Yesterday's appearance was the 
first time the former human selVices 
director, who retired in January for 
health reasons, has placed the blame 
for the poor oversight squarely in the 
mayor's office. 

"I have never misled the mayor or 
anyone else about the problems in the 
developmental disabilities services 
delivery system: she said. "My posi
tion has been very public. The system 
is broken. and it needs to be fixed.· 

She said she never told anyone, in
cluding the mayor's office, that ser
vice delivery issues "were a1J under 
control,ft as mayoi'al aides have 
claimed. She said she requested help 
from the city administrator, the D.C. 
inspector gen·eral, the police depart
ment, the D.C. corporation counsel 
and other agencies. 

"The mayor needs to queU, proper
ly and definitively, any attempts by 
his executive office to divert atten
tion from anyone's accountability, in
cluding members of ule executive of
fice of the mayor,ft she said. 

Her testiffiony came !five months 
after a Washington Post article re

. vealed the deaths of 116 residents in 
the city's group homes since 1993. 
An carlier Post article described the 
abuse amI neglect of some of the 
city's most vulnerable residents. 

The lTh1yor's office relea~..'d ducu

menl" yc"Sterday tilat aides said show 

that his staff did not learn the extent 

of the group home problems until 

The Post exposed it. . 


"We should have acted quicker: 
Williams.CD) said this week. The 

.mayur added, "I did not have any in
form~linn I \v:l~ Innn". In wilhhnl,l 


nor did I ha'.e any iflformalion telling 

me there was an alarming situation 


. . ~ 


; 


over there." 
Dong said in an interview that 

learline Williams came to his office in 
February 1999 to tell him ·The Post 
was doing a story about group home 
problems. "My fIrst question to her 
was: What have you done to get on 
top of the problem? She said she had 
stabilb.ed the situation. . .. The di
rector clearly did not convey aU the 
infonnation that we needed to know. 
She left out the most important 
part-the fact that people were dying 
or at serious risk. . .. Never was 
there an indication that there were 
116 deaths,· Dong said. 

He cited a Dec. 1 letter in which 
Jcarline Williams wrote that "many 
changes have been made to improve 
the selVices for this popuJ.1tion.... 
At long last, we are being proactive 
rather Ulan reactingl· 

But at yesterday's hearing, she dis
puted assertions by mayoral aides 
thai she and Jesse Goode, a human 
services attorney, never told city offi
cials that conditions in the group 
homes were unsafe and life-threat
ening. Goode testified that it WJS 

"wildly inaccurate· for Dong and oth
er mayoral staff members to suggest 
that human services officials "misled 
them or didn't tell them enough.ft 

]carline Williams, Goode. said, 
gave the mayor's staff briefIngs out
lining the problems. He accused the 
mayor's 'office of Mhiding from the 

.truth and delaying effective reform 
and corrective action to remedy the 
serious public health issues.ft 

,COuncil member Sharon Amhrose 
(D-Ward 6) asked learline Williams 
whether she knew how many clients 
had died since she took over the 
agency in August 1997. Williams said 
she did not have any figures; she said 
she knew some deaths had occurred 
but did not know they occurred un
der suspicious circumstances. 

"Are you telling me the District 
does not know how many people 
have died, where they died or Why?" 
Ambrose asked. 

MTIlat's my understanding,ft W~· 
liams'answered. 

Carol Schy,';JrU (R·At Large) crit
icized .the hearing as "ti1(.' blanl(~ 
g-.une" amI said she and her council 
roUeal,'lles ·should be ashalllcd of 
ourselves. Imiy ashamed.... We just 
h;tve to m:!Y..~ sure t••h:!t th:s n~vc:
happcn~ again-that no one loses a 
life and no one suffers: 

U:l)c \Ullsl)ington tJost\ 
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tl:l~ Wellington Webb, who also serves as president of SpA offered to sell the St. Louis Metropolitan Po- move after seeing reports that neo-Nazi Buford Fur
!?':I 0 Awbolesaler's pltch:'Peddlillg pistols once olVned , the U.S. Conference of i>1ayors. ','We are calling on lice Department a brand-new 9mm pistol for each row used a former police gun in his murder ram-by police Officers to gun dealers at bargain pn't:es ~ cities around the country to stop selling police of its 1,611 officers for a total of 5178,000, if it page in Los Angeles. "Citizens wanted to know that ~ ~~ guns, because they are only adding to the prob traded in its to-year-old models. Destroying the when guns are confiscated or surrendered by ('iIi. ;... 

lem" of gun violence in America. crime guns traced in 1998. Because of inconsisten old pistols and buying new Berettas outright zens, they are destroyed," Ms. Hanley says.';;:;1:'" 
<0 Mayor Webb says he began pushing for. a ban cies in compiling the gun·trace data, such counts would cost the department S678,OOO. - Old police guns have been recycled into the 
<0 after reading, a page one article in The Wall Street probably represent only the tip of the iceberg. The St. Louis police had planned on the trade- consumer market ever since the 1980s. At the time, \

Journal in August that revealed that thousands of The article followed the August killing of a Los in, but after learning that many such guns wind up Smith &Wesson, now a unit or Britain's Tomkins 
old police guns turn up in crimes each year. Angeles postal worker with.a Glock pistol that was in the hands of criminals, it put the plan on hold. PLC, was a leader in law enforcement sales, and 
Though there isn't a complete count of the old po once owned by the Cosmopolis, Wash., police. Now it is searching for other ways to finance the was looking to sell a new revolver. To entice de-
lice guns used in murders and other violent Other news reports seized on the issue, too. acquisition of new guns. "The concern is spending partments to upgrade their guns, it arranged for 
crimes, the article said federal Bureau of Alcohol, Now several states and cities, including Illinois money," says st. Louis Mayor Clarence Harmon. Wholesalers to bid on the arsenal or old police guns 
Tobacco and Firearms data showed that at least and New Jersey, Fairrax'County, Va., Lakewood, . Denver's Mayor Webb, who banned trade·ins in an informal auction. The price paid by the top 
1,100 former police guns were among the 193,203 Colo., and Modesto, Calif., say they are abandon; in..~i~ ~,i~y and is callingJorColorado state law- 

ing or reconsidering the practice. Their ranks makers..!<2.~a'!. then:!. throllgh!J.IIUne,stat.e"says,he _ - .~, .,. ·S&W'''~·':'·'~:'' , also include.N.ew~Orleans,"MiamkSh"bouis·and=plar'iS'to-push-forsome sort of nationwide police " 
, - .. '.: .' ,. .::.,~ :;':~~: :, : ' ~-~Bridgeport: Conn.-four of the 28 municipalities gun swap program. In theory, he says~ stich a pro- J 

that have sued the gun 'industry, accusing it' of gram would reduce the number of old police guns . ~Model 5906 negligently flooding the market with handguns, recycled into the consumer market because it ..; 
many of which end up in criminal hands. would enable police forces in small towns and ..~: 

Those cities are under even more intense pres- cities to buy guns no longer wanted by police in { 
sure to change their pOlicies because the gun in- larger cities, .,
dustry is likely to argue in court that there is in- Gun makers have als.o encouraged cash-

~~ 

9mm Luger 77 congruity in their position. The municipalities . strapped municipalities to throw in guns seized 
Adjustable Sights -,BllIlllilerl$lIiIIIIfjI- are, in effect, gun suppliers- and could be a,c- from crime scenes, in addition to the old police. 

cused of a degree of carelessness in how they un- "service" guns, when trading to pay fol' weaponStainless Steel ' , .'
load used police weapons and confiscated upgrades. But now, some cities are banning trade

1-15rd Mag firearms. Paul Jannuzzo,' vice president of the ins of seized weapons, too. 
U.S..unit of Austrian handgun maker Glock For instance; the board of supervisors of Fair· 
GmbH, says seeking to portray the cities as hypo- fax County in September banned its police depart-
critical "is something we haven't ruled out." ment from trading both seized guns and serviceHffiI 

~ 
.Still, kicking the habit.can be costly, since gun weapons. The I,OOO-member county police depart-

makers ofrer steep discounts for trade-ins, which ment had traded 555 seized guns between 1995 and 
they then sell t.o wholesalers. 1999 for a savings of about $50,000. 

$329.00 Q 
o 
~ 

i~,For example, the U,S. unit of Italy's Beretta Board Chairman Kate Hanley spearheaded the 
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Unloading Old,Polic~ .Guns: More Cities Ban Trade-Ins and Resales 

Manufacturers Offer Discounts 
"""-"Eor=Used=Pistols,"but~=Some== 

End Up in Criminal Hands 
By VANESSA O'CONNELL 

AND PAUL M. BARRETT 


Staff Reporters ofTI!E WALL STREET JOURNAL 

. A growing number of states and cities say they 
plan to stop pouring old pollee guns into the con
sumer market, citing concerns that the guns 
might wind up in criminal hands. 

They are, responding, in part, to calls from the 
U.S. Conference of Mayors and the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police to ban the two
decade-old practice of having pOlice agencies trade 
in old police guns for price breaks on new weapons, 

"It's just bad public policy for governments to 
. be suppliers of guns," says Denver Mayor 
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Undoubtedly it was a mistake to turn on 
the evening news. There was a reportel' be

and ending her coverage of the 
over drug prices with an elderly 

woman complaining that her medications 
cost more than her food. 

You might expect repor·ters to liesitate 
before uncritically embracing Clintonilwn 
gospel, but· this complaint has been 
reprised over and over in the news since _ 
the president pounded the pharmaceutical 
companies for Ollposing his Medicare ex
pansion plans. This is lower. brainstem 
journalism. Let's make some obvious 

nts for the record: 
Food is a commodity: and the trend for a 

Business World 
By Holman W. Jenkins Jr. 

century has been for food to become a 
shrinking portion of any household's bud
get, unless the budgeter has acqllired a 
taste for trurnes and caviar and endan
gered species. 

Medicine, on the other hand, is a tech-
embodying intellectual property 

VUltllUCU at great expense in research and 
clinical trials. It's not unusual for the prod
ucts of technology to assume a relatively 
larger portion of the household budget 
compared to food: Cable TV, the automo
bile, and plumbing have all done so. 

Yes, technology has also been applied to 
food-to expand the quantity. But the func- . 
tion of food rema ins unchanged, to fill the 
tummy andprovide nutrition and give peo
ple something to do. 

Ry contrast, medicine has assumed a 
bigger place in the family budget as medi· 
cines are invented to do things medicine 
was never able to do before. 

Since the invention and marketing of 
Zantac, ulcers have been cured for all prac-

Food Versus Drugs? 

m'er the media. minus the elenwntary 

business economics that would make it in
telligible. ' 


When a company has invrsted $300 mil
lion or more to develop a new drug, it costs 
next to nuthing to nlll of[ a larger batch of . 
pills. If you clln s(~11 some in Canada at a .;-: 

price lIlat covl~rs the marginal custs and 
contributes even a small fraction of the 
R&D costs, it's worth doing. 

Canada is a dinky nation whose na

tional health system rides for free on the 

R&D )laid for hY American consumers.. 

These drugs, though, would nol exist if the 

entire world were like Canada, because 

there would be nobody left to shoulder the 

full cost of developing them. 


If Americans want something to worry 

abont, Ihisis it. Price regulation has' be· . 

come nearly universal outside the United' 

States. Germany was the last free market 

in drugs. Now it's gone, having adopted a '. 

"reference pric.:e system" ill the early 

.1990s. 


ThE-se national health systems try to : 

save pennies by denying access to the lat

est therapies, even when it would be' 

cheaper in the long run. They ban con

sumer drug advertising, because advertis-' 

ing has been shown to accelerate the ,)t> 

ceptance (and therefore the payback) or . 


- developing new pharmaceuticals. 
. Their citizens are denied the latest, best 

drugs; we're denied their contribution 'to 
the cosl of developing these drugs.Jllcreas· 
ingly, there is no medical Jlrugress unless' 
Americans pay ror it. Of 35 new moler'lIles 
introdlH.;ed last year, 27 were lallllched 
here. 

Glaxo practically gives 
drugs to eXllectant women in Africa, but 
not even Mr. Clinton would argue that the 
Afriran health care system is better than 
ours. U.S. consumers don't mind snbsidiz- . 
ing the truly needy, but Canadians don't fit 
that cateJ.;ory, Shame on them (and Euro' . 
p€'ans) for not paying their own way. 

tiral purposes. A mainstay of the surgical 
profession, the vagotomy, or the removal 
of ulcers, has disappeared from the med
ical repertoire. The several billion dollars 
a year Americans once spent on vago
tomies has been redeployed to their medi
cine budgets. Under .the home-economics 
calculus of the newsroom; these people are 
victims because their drug expenditures 

.have risen .. 
Drugs are treating diseasps that were 

previously untreated-or treatable by 
means that were ineffectual or unpleasant. 
New products necessarily must fit inlo the 
household, budget somewhere, taking up a 

. position relative to the things already in 
the budget. 

A key focus of research has been obe
sity, delivering dl1Jgs like Xenical and 
Meridia. All things beiug equal, anyone 

these drugs will see a rise ill his 
drug expenditures and a decline in his food 
expenditures, No doubt this will be pre
sented on the news as an outrage. 

As people age, tileir consumption of 
calories lends to wane. As they age, their 
consumption of medicines tends to rise. 

One way to halt this horror would be to 
clamp down on the development of new 
medicines for ol~ people. Merck.launched 
Fosamax a few years ago for the previ· 
ously untreated condition of osteoporosis, 
bane of old ladies. Unless a stop is put to 
this progress, women will inevitably be de
voting a larger share of their incomes to 
such medicines. 

If we're not careful, seniors may soon 
start' spending money un drugs for 
Alzheimer's, arthritis and Parkinson's. 
Michael J. Fox, the actor and Parkinson's 
sufferer, told Congress recently he expects 
the disease to be cured within his lifetime. 
He probably won't mind if it costs more 
than dinner. ' . 

What has seniors upset is that they are 
used to seeing me{lical care as a free 
thanks to Medicare. Medicare doesn't 

cover prescriptions, so as new drugs come 
along, seniors are having ·to payout of 
pucket. If we're going to have health insur
ance fol' seniors, it makes sense to cover 
dl1Jgs to encourage cheaper and effective 
dl1Jg therapy over surgery or silent suerer
ing. . 

You won't find the drllg companies ar· 
guing with this. But having seen how 
Medicare's price-control aPI>ro:lch has 
worked ill the market for doctors and hos· 
pitals, they naturally are looking for a bet· 
ter way. Doctors and hospitals and HMOs 
are already refusing to accept Medicare 

,All things considered, 
anyone taking the new 
obesity. drugs will see a 
rise in his drug expendi
tures and a decline in his 
food expenditures. 

patients. because the rejmbursements 
don't cover the costs. 

Tom Allen,' the House Democrat who 
sponsored a bill to rope the drug companies 
under this system, claims the "pharmaceu
tical industry has· embarked on a eam
paign of disinformation fueled by the enor
mous profits t!ley make at the expense of 
America's seniors." 

This is a lower brainstem approach to 
legislation. Yon can't reduce profits with
out reducing the willingness of investors to 
supply the industry with capital to develop 
new drugs. To pretend o.therwise is a rraud 
and a lie. What's being done at the "ex
pense of seniors" is a monumental search 
for ways to cure the diseases of seniors. 

What about Canada? Mr. Clinton has 
noted old rolks filling their prescriptions 
across the border, where prices can be 5{)'70 
lower. The same anecdote has been all 
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Ii bidder was used to offset the cost of theII new revolvers. . ' 
The practice gained. popularity in the 

early 1990s, after Glock and Beretta began 
1\ aggressively marketing 9mm' semiautcr
I 

matic pistols to police departments. SinceI then, Glock and other gun companies have 
used the tactic to sell newer. more powerful! 
versions of its pistols to police departments 
eager for more firepower. 

In the next few years, more states and 
cities wHllikely face the problem of what to 
do with, old police guns, because many

1 
I· 	 agencies acquired new arsenals during the 
I 	 late 19805 or early.19905. Ageneral rule of 


thumb for law enforcement agencies is 

tlIat pistols have a 10-year life span before 

they need to be refurbished or replaced. 


State police in New Jersey are planning 
to replace their 13-year,0Id guns and are 
thinking hard about whether a trade-in 
would be appropriate in light of the recent 
controversy, says spokesman Roger 
Shatzkin. Dne possibility under considera· 
tion: requiring that traded guns be resold 
only overseas. 

The International Association of Chiefs ' 
of Police recently urged that old police guns 
be destroyed and is debating ways to get the 
word out to its more than 16,000 police chief 
members. Larry Todd, chief' of the Los 
Gatos, Calif.. police department. says many 
chiefs still aren't aware that unloading old 
police guns can be controversial. 

Andthe potential for falling into crimi
nal hands isn't the only problem. The 2-10
member Modesto, Calif., police force was 
rocked by a 1996·97 resale policy. Officers 
were allowed to buy surplus guns, and 
some acquired multiple weapons. which 

, they then resold to the public at a profit. 
As a result. the department has decided 

that "in the future, we will destroy any 
guns," says Lt. Dave Young. "We will not 
trade or sell them. n • 
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For -its part, United has developed 

UnitedHealth Move on Reviews 

Is Seen as Industry Watershed 


"UnitedHealth's Ms. Rivet said the com-
By CAROL G~;~TJ(Y pany believes'that as a result of managed- don't-ask-but-please-tell system that al

Slaff Reporrcr "J Tm: WALl. STltEET JOtJIlN,\1. care policies over the years, doctors now lows it to do what it calls "care coord in a: 
UniledHealth Group's move away from better unlierstand the economic impact of lion." It works this way: Doctors let the 

restrictive "mother-may-I medicine" is be- their decisions. Because the company was company know when a patient is to un
ing seen as a watershed event in the his· already apprm'!ng 99.1 rl, of doctors' deci dergo ct'rtain tests, treatments and hospi-' 
tory of managed care that may well spur sions. ]\Is. Ri\'et said, the company began talization. United employees double-check 
similar action from other managed-care to wonder, .. Are we just creating hassles?" to make sure patients are covered and talk 
plans. That question led UniledHeulth to re-ex- with the patients to make sure they have a 

Doctors and patients around the coun· amine its practices. ride on the day of a hospital discharge.
try reacted enthusiastically to United· "We want to make sure members get know which exercises to do to promote
Health's decision to let physicians have the the right serviCes at the right time, and we healing, and have the proper equipment at 

last word in determining what services to want the physicians to practice medicine," home to get around,

provide or recommend for their patient. Ms. Rivet said. ' 
 How much money does it save to elimi
Jeannine Rivet, chief executive of United- Over the past year or so, UnitedHealth nate the permission apparatus? United's 
Healthcare, the health-plan division of the conducted pilot studies in which the com pilot program in Tennessee has been in full 
Minnetonka, l\linn., company, said yester· pany eliminated the syst£'m of requiring operation only since April, and even so, the 
day that phone calls were' coming in from permission prior to treatment and the year-to-date savings are 9%, says Chief 
members all over the country who ·heard staffers who manned it. Instead, the com Medical Officer Archelle Georgiou. In sev
the news and wanted to thank her. She said eral pilots for Medicare patients, the com·it is a new experience for her because plan pany decided to assign employees to help 

pany found it reduced the number of hospi·members usually call only to complain. patients weave their way through the tal bed days by 9%, even as the readmis·health-care system and manage chronic 
The move is expected to give United- illnesses, such as diabetes. As a result, sion rate fell-an indication that patients 

Health a competitive advantage in the in- UnitedHealth reduced hospital days and were getting better follow-through after 
creasingly ditricult business of rr.aking medical costs, improved care and raised discharge. "This isn't just what we stopped
money in providing managed care, Ms. I doing," Dr. Georgiou said. "We've reRivet said. "If we can'do what we 'went into patient satisfaction, according to IV s. designed and re-engineered what we arethis business to do-focus on good care, Rivet. doing."
prevention and treatment of illness at the A Time of Industry Changes It is possible that the doctors in Min·
right time with the. right service-'-I think Change is already afoot throughoutthe netonka may question why a doctor is tak
we can win," she said. managed-care industry. Surveys by the ing a certain action and make suggestions.

Both consumer groups and economists American Association of Health Plans, the But the deCision is left in the hands of the
agree. "Consumers would be thrilled not to industry's trade group, SllOW that many doctor in the field. Of course. anv doctor
have to wait the extra time, and doctors plans have already canceled the permis who makes decisions that are wildiv differ
would be thrilled not to be second-guessed sion requirement on most tests and treat ent from the norm will be evaluated later to
by clerks," said Judy Waxman, director of ment:;;, said Karen (gnani, executive direc· see if there is a good reason. But that is in
government affairs atthe consumer group tor. They tend to retain them only for a line with what well-managed companies
Families USA. "Why wouldn't other plans handful 'of procedures that are misused, do, Dr. Reinhardt says. "You don't annoy
jump on the bandwagon? If it saves money she said. and they often exempt doctors them with constant intrusions." 
and makes people happier, it's a no· from the requirements once they have 
brainer." shown they are good stewards of care. Af· 

Princeton health economist Uwe Rein' ter all, she said, national studies suggest 
hardt said other industries know that mi· 979, of patient decisions are approved at 
cromanaging and interfering with their the health'plan level anyway. 
work force results in unmotivated workers Robert Blendon, a health-policy profes· 
\vho "take a certain glee out of wreck'ing sor at Harvard who surveys the public's,at· 
the company." Doctors' goodwill is vital to titudes about health care, says the United, 
managed·care plans. he said, and added, move will have enormous implications for 
"Why did it take these guys 10 years to fig- the company's image, and if other compa
ure this out?" nies follow suit, they might pull the indus-

President Clinton, who supports federal try's image out of the cellar. If he were a 
legislation allowing patients to sue their consultant to the industry, he said, he 
HMOs, complimented' UnitedHealth. would quickly compromise on patient-pro
"Good for them. I applaud them," he said. tection legislation in Washington, D.C., to . 
"And they're large enough that they might "get it off the front page." Then he said, 
really be able to do it and have an impact "They have to do what Qnited'S done. They 
on this." have to say they're not in the business of 
Caution Among Some Experts ' denying care." , 

Ms. Ignani said yesterday that plans 
Some medical experts, while supportive understand that now. While the public's 

of UnitedHealth's action, were cautious, image of the industry may often be wrong, , 
"This sounds like such a positive change. she said, people make decisions based on 
we only hope it works as well as they say," t ' 
said David Blwnenthal, director of the (n- those perceptions. "This represen s an op
slitute of Health Policy at Massachusetts portunity for us to connect directly with, 

consumers. and physicians again," she
General Hospital in Boston. "But we have, said. "We have to provide evidence that' 
to keep a healthy dose of skepticism." , we're worth their confidence and trust." . 

Some health-pOlicy officials said they One reason health plans elm be more : 
are worried that the new ruling will en- :flexible now is that technology is improv
courage doctors gradually. to loosen up Iing enough to let them ~rack decisions by
their self-restraint, thereby leading to a I . d 
rise in unnecessary services and spending. medi~al groups better than in the pas.t an 

"We have managed care in this country identify unusual patterns more qUIckly. 
for a reason," said Margaret E. O'Kane, ' \Now that they can spot questionable trends, 

:.faster and more accurately, they are under 
president of the National Committee for less pressure to intervene in individual 
Quality Assurance in Washington, D.C., doctor-patient cases. 
which accredits health plans. "Costs were 
out of contro\...· , 
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1: Standing at the high school where he first tasted stardom, 
I Bradley formally launches his underdog bid fd~ president with 

promise of' 'new leadership" and "deeper prosp~rity ... that 
makes us feel rich inside as well as out. " (BRADLEY -TIMES, 
moved.) " II . 

. I , ,
Cols 2-4: Six months after leading NATO on a 78-day air 

campaign to stop ethnic cieansing in Kosovo and s~rving notice it 
would not let such hUliian-rights atrocities go unch~llenged again, 
the Clinton administration decides to limit its military role in ' 
halting yet another convulsion of organized killing~, this time in East 
Timor. (with art) (TIMOR-POLICY-TIMES, move~.) 

. . i 
.' h d b II. I'. Cols 5-6: Opening a new fr ' ont In tee ate over :gun VIO ence, 

the Clinton administration will announce the federal government's' 
largest effort to buy firearms now in privatehandS'I'(GuNS-TIMES, 
moved.) 

I 
Above the fold: . ! 

Cols 2-3: Local feature. 

Below the fold: 

Col 3: Like new recruits in a 12-step recovery program, college 
presidents are taking a crucial first step: admitting.iliat their . 
campuses have a bi~gedrinking problem. (BINGE, rOVed.) 

Cols 5-6: Long after the furor over clemency for Iferto R~can 
nationalists dies down, the contretemps that envelo~d President 
Clinton and clouded Hillary Rodham Clinton's u.S.\ISenate 
campaign will stand as a textbook example of the nll,ances and 
pitfalls of modern ethnic politics in New York: (CA¥PAIGN
ETHNIC, moved.) . . 

Bottom of the page: 

Cols 1-2: Among American Indians, there is no h~nor higher than 
receiving an eagle feather; so California Gov. Gray pavis' aides 
used reverential tones ,to announce that an eagle feather had been 
bestowed upon their boss at a meeting with I~dian~; i~ut in the non- . 
Indian world, possession of an eagle feather IS a mlsoemeanor. 
(EAGLE, moved.)' 

Cols 5-6: Local feature. 

Federal Government to Launch Gun B~y.Back Effort 

By Ronald Brownstein-

Los Angeles Times 


WASHINGTON Opening a new front in the debate over gun 
violence, the Clinton administration will announce Thursday the 
federal government's largest effort to buy firearms now in private 
hands, the Los Angeles Times has learned. . 

The Department of Housing and Urban Development will provide 
$14 million in grants tb police departments and public housing 
authorities in at least 20 cities, enabling local officials to buy back 
and destroy as many as 280,000 guns. \ 

"While you are working on reducing the sale of guns to people 
who shouldn't have them, you also have to do something about 
reducing the number of guns that are currently in circulation," HUD . 
Secretary Andrew Cuomo said Wednesday. 

Since some cities have drawn criticism for 'reselling guns 
purchased in buy-back programs, the HUD initiative will require 
municipalities to agree to destroy any weapons they buy, officials 
said. Only stolen guns which will be returned to their legal owners 
or guns needed for police investigations will be exempted. . 

Gun buy-back programs have become increasingly popular with 
mayors and police chiefs in recent years, though there is little , 
decisive evidence of their effectiveness. Hoping to provide firmer 
answers; HUD plans to spend $1 million on a study of buy-backs, 
including its own new program. 

President Clinton is scheduled to announce the gun initiative in 
a ceremony at the White House. At the session, he will be joined by , 
mayors and police chiefs from around the country. 

The local officials also are'expected to lobby lawmakers in 
support of gun control measures that the administration wants 
passed, including a controversial proposal to impose .strict new 
background check requirements on all firearm transactions at gun 
shows and pawnshops. The proposals have remained stalled in 
Congress since the Senate approved them in May, responding in 
part to the public outcry that followed the shootings that took 15 
lives at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colo., a month, earlier. 

The new buy-back plan will use existing federal funds and 
congressional approval will not be required. Cities and public' 
housing authorities that want to participate must apply to HUD, . 
which then will provide grantS based on an evaluation of the 
proposals. HUD officials said that they intend to disburse the first 
money by November: ' 

The program drew cautious applause from law enforcement and 
gun control groups but was greeted with skepticism from the 
National Rifle Association. . 

"This is certainly not the answer to our problem but it does help 
and we have to use and adapt any reasonable method we can to 
reduce the level of violence in these communities," said Hubert 
Williams, president ofthe Police Foundation here. 

Wayne LaPierre, the NRA's executive vice president;'said that the 
group is "not opposed" to buy-back programs but considers them 
mostly' 'sound bites and photo ops" that have no "impact on 
a criminal ... or a violent juvenile that wants a gun. "Rather than 
investing in buy-back programs, LaPierre said, the administration 
could do more to discoUrage gun violence by increasing funding for 
prosecuting violations ofexisting gun laws. 

Supporters view buy-back programs as a way to reduce the, 

number of guns in circulation and in particular an opportunity to 

reduce the risk of accidental shootings by removing guns from 

homes. Critics consider the programs a largely cosmetic effort 


, unlikely to have much impact in a nation where more than 200 
.million guns are in-circulation;'" ':You'can "make-a-dent; "LaPierre 
said. "What you can make is a headline." ' 

Critics and supporters alike agree that buybacks tend to attract 
weapons, from law-abiding citizens, rather than criminals. But 
program proponents maintain that, even removing .old family guns 
buried in the attic, can reduce the risk of shootings.. ' 

"It probably has less effect on people with criminal intentions," 
said Naomi Paisse, communications director for Handgun ContrOl, 
Inc., a leading gun control advocacy group. "But, if we save even 
20 kids a year from an accidental shooting because an old gun has 
gotten out of a home, that's certainly worth doing. " , . 

This year alone, buy-back programs have been launched in New 
York City, Washington and Atlanta, aswell as smaller cities such as 
Dayton, Ohio, and South Bend, Ind. 
Cuomo said that conversations with municipal officials made clear 
that more cities would pursue gun buy-back programs if they had 
the funds for them. "Funding is a barrier to communities who want 
to do this," he said. 



HUD will encourage, but not require, the cities participating to 
pay no more than $50 per gun which could stretch the $14 million 
to cover as many as 280,000 guns. 

Under the program, no city can receive more than $500,000 
which means that at least20 communities, and probably more, will 
receive funding. Cities will be required to establish the collection 
points for the purchases near public housing projects, many of 
which are located in high-crime areas. HUD hopes that will lead 
"to clearing ou~ more guns in the immediate area of the housing 
authority than anywhere else, " one department official said. 

Multi-Faceted Fallout Over Clemency for Hillary Clinton 
By Josh Getlin 
Los Angeles Times 

NEW YORK Long after the furor over clemency for Puerto 
Rican nationalists dies down, the contretemps that enveloped 
President Clinton and clouded Hillary Rodham Clinton's U.S. 
Senate campaign will stand as a textbook example of the nuances 
and pitfalls of modern ethnic politics in New York. 

What may have started out as a bid to win support in the Latino 
community quickly boomeranged this week, and when the first lady 
abandoned her tacit support for the clemency offered by her 
husband to members of the F ALN organizaiio,n a group whose 
members carried out bombings and other acts between 1974 and 
1983 she got heat from activists on both sides. 

Mrs. Clinton reiterated her opposition to their release Wednesday 
in a news conference, saying: "I stand by that statement (on 
clemency) yet I understand the depth of feeling in the Puerto Rican . 
community, and I look forward to working with them on other 
issues that we can make a difference on. "Earlier, her likely 
opponent in the Senate race, New York's Republican Mayor 
Rudolph W. Giuliani, had expressed his strong opposition to the 
President's offer of clemency. 

Asked if there had been a communications mix-up last weekend, 
which had her calling for the clemency deal to be rescinded while 
the Puerto Rican prisoners themselves were debating whether to 
accept it, Mrs. Clinton said only that she had not been told in 
advance of their decision. Her spokesman, Howard Wolfson, added 
there was no indication even that the White House knew on 
Saturday that an agreement was close. The first lady said there are 
bound to be occasions during the campaign when she will disagree 
with her husband. "I will express that disagreement," she said. 
, 'That is what I intend to do." 

Clearly, Mrs. Clinton hoped to' clear the air with her comments. 
But now, as 12 jailed Puerto Ricans prepare to walk free, political 
operatives wonder whether she has learned enough about the 
Empire State's ethnic minefields to avoid similar flaps in the future. 
Indeed, these professionals say there are key lessons to be learned 
from the controversy: 

First, politicians err in viewing any ethnic group as a homogenous 
bloc. Second, candidates who court votes in one community may 
inadvertently risk losing support in another. And courtesy counts 
politicians who ~eek support from an ethnic group should sit down 
with key representatives, something Mrs. Clinton failed to do with 
Puerto Rican leaders when it came to her views on the clemency 
issue. 

"Both she and the president showed remarkably poor judgment 
on the Puerto Rican issue, " said former New York Mayor Edward' I. 
Koch, who continues to support her candidacy. "Pe.~ple told her 
this granting of clemency would endear her to the Hispanic . 
population, but the issue is more complex. That's not how things 
work here." , " 

Even her advisers concede that it takes more than a staff briefing 
paper to understand the fine art of ethnic political campaigning in 
New York. Mrs. Clinton, they suggest, needs more of 
a learning curve than a listening tour as she continues her 
exploratory campaig~.for the Senate race 14 months away. And it 
takes a fine tuned political ear to know the difference between 
courting and pandering. 

, 'You get the feeling that neither the President nor Mrs. Clinton 
knew that much about the Puerto Rican issue when they got into 
this," said FredSiegel, professor of urban history at Cooper Union 
College in New York. "This is a city that went through the World 
Trade Center bombings and trials of peopie who wanted to blow up 
the subways. '" How could people !iere just quietly accept the fact 
that terrorists would go free?" 

Some observers have speculated that Mrs. Clinton reversed 
herself on the clemency issue as opposition to the deal grew among 
leading New York politicians, including Giuliani and Sen. Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan, along with law enforcement groups. But the 

memory of her earlier acquiescence in the clemency 

with the sense that she may have been trying to have it 

could ultimately cost her support with other ethnic voters. 


"She could pay a long-term price with Italian-Americans, 

larger group of ethnic voters she can't afford to antagonize," 

veteran political consultant Joseph Mercurio, who was worked' 

both Democratic and Republican candidates. Several New York 

police officers who were victims ofFALN violence in. the 1980s are 

Italian-Americans, Mercurio explained, and they have received a 

great deal of TV publicity in recent weeks. 

In New York, potential pitfalls are everywhere, and even the most 

veteran political players can make fatal mistakes. Just ask former 

Sen. AI D'Amato, a master of political gamesmanship, who ' 

overplayed his hand in the Jewish community last year in a losing 

bid for a fourth Senate term. He lost fifty percent of his earlier 

support in that crucial group by calling his Jewish opponent, then

Rep. Charles Schumer, a "putzhead" and also by airing TV spots 

where Holocaust survivors criticized Schumer. 

. D'Amato's fierce attacks struck many as ethnic pandering, and 

Hillary Clinton was hit with similar complaints two months ago 
wh~n she abruptly broke with administration policy and endorsed 
Jerusalem as Israel's "eternal" capitol. '·'If she thought this would 
bring in a lot of Jewish votes, she was mistaken," noted Mercurio, 
"because no community in this state is going to be galvanized 

, around one single issue." 

United States Hopes to Limit Military Involvement in Timor 

By Tyler Marshall 

Los Angeles Times 


WASHINGTON Six months after leading NATO on a 78-day air 
campaign to stop ethnic cleansing in Kosovo and serving notice it 

'.' would not let such human-rights atrocities go unchallenged again, 
the Clinton administration has decided to limit its military role in 
halting yet another convulsion of organized killing, this time in,East 
Timor. 

"The United States is not planning on any insertion of 
peacekeeping forces" in the Indonesian province, Defense Secretary 
William S. Cohen stated Wednesday. "The United States cannot be 
and should not be viewed as the policeman of the world." 

Cohen's comments followed a series of consultations over the past 
two days among President Clinton's senior foreign policy advisers. 
The administration officials decided that the United States would 
provide air transports, communications and intelligence to support 
any United Nations peacekeeping mission organized if Indonesian 
authorities are unable to restore order in'East Timor, but would not 
provide ~ombat troops. , 

The decision came despite pressure applied by the government of 
Australia for a more central U.S. role. Australia has agreed to lead a 
U.N.-sanctioned mission in East Timor. 

Roving gangs and ~litias have been rampaging through the 
province, killing pro-independence supporters and driving by some 
estimates 200,000 people from the homes, since the province voted 
overwhelmingly Aug. 30 to break away from Indonesi~. 

While the administration has rejected contributing ground troops 
,to a, peacekeeping force, the United States is wielding threats of 
economic pressure in an effort to force Indonesian President B.J. , 
Habibie to either halt the chaotic attacks on East Timorese civilians 
or allow U.N. peacekeepers to do the job for him. 

A senior State Department official said U.S. aid to Indonesia is 
. under review as a result of the crisis. "There is nothing imminent, 
but certainly people are reviewing what levers we have to use," the 
official said. 

The administration's tactic seemed part of a larger international 
attempt to marshal economic pressure on a nation already struggling 
to recover from Asia's economic crisis two years ago and the 
bumpy transition to democracy following last year's fall of 
President Suharto, who ruled the Indonesia for 32 years. 

"Indonesia's relations with the international community, 
including the United States, are at risk here," State Department 
spokesman James P. Rubin told reporters Wednesday. "A country 
in chaos does not attract foreign investment, foreign visitors or 
foreign capital. " 

Indonesia would certainly appear to be vulnerable to such 

pressure. 


In addition to about $75 million in direct assistance provided by 
. the United States this year, Indonesia receives substantial foreign 
, aid from Japan and the European Union. The International 
Monetary Fund also has yet to disperse more than $2 billion of a 

current $12.2 billion loan to Indonesia. The World Bank has 

approved a $600 million budget support loan, though it has been 



