
I 

U3/13/UU :1::1::55 FAX. :l:O:.! 456 5557 DOMESiIC POLICY COUNCIL 	 taJ 002 
i 
l 

, '/ """~'" 	 I 
~. ..." ~: -" 	 . 

,.' 
'." . 	 \' ~Yj ;\. 

..... 
\ 	 fVte4LJ­\ 	 . 

I 	 ' 

THE RESPONSIBLE GUN ~AFETY ACT (SB211IHB279) 
, l 	 ', 	 I :, ' 

WetlB itnJe (I. respor.sibilily to prat«i ttUr ~hiI~ w. nuUt tIIks II :fPee;.ru; nalistic and ' 
, ilggre$live i1.ppl"tHlt!h for redu.dtlg 'he dtncger- to tlllr dziltIn:I& posedbygrRIs.. ' 
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The R.espcm5ib1e Gun Safety Act (SBZl ~1HB270) ~CIS byJanuary 1:. 2002 any new ' 
. bandglms sold in Matyl.and to be.eq'liipp¥ with an iategrated JlleCllauicalsafety derice 
~ pxeYeni: eblld.ren and other unauthorized usersfiom firing the haDdgwL.
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,/ 	 The A4winistrationbill will require that ~ person may not sell or offea- for sale in 
MaIyland a handgon manu:fBctured after May 31t 2003 'unless it ismaD.ufactur:ed with 
iDcoxporated 4esign technology alJpwing rn.e handgun:f.o btl fired oilly by. authorized 
iuen, ifsuch technology is COlXUDerciallYi available.. ,', 
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.,/ The Responsible Gun Safety Act·will enhance e:Dstiag pn laws ~d iDq"Q$e" 

morceme.at to prorect dLildteIl by placing a m311da1Ory minirrmm sentence of5 years 
for the illegal possession ofa :firearm by a\fe:lOD. p;eviously .;onvicted tor a violent crime' 
or drug offense. This penalty is similar to the federal penalty used by federal prosecutors 
in Pnjec:t Disarm ad Projec:t Exile. '\ , " , , 
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, ,/. 	 The Responsible q1ll1 Safety Aa pn'rides\~eas~ r:nat fUlls to enforce existing 
gun laws and innovative local law enforcement initiatives andprogriuns, such as the 
F~ DISARM Program and Baltimol'6 ¢ity's Fi.-eanDs Investigation and Violence ' 

'I ' BnfoJ:c:Cment Unit. 	 \ , . . 
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, ,./ 	 The Responsible Gun Safety Act win also·PplbJ.bit any ptUOn.who as aj.vItD~ 
committed a vioJegt deliDqueat act from possessing ahandgun U'Iltil age 30. 
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, ./ 	 ~Administration,bill tequires that all gu:.Q5 seized, confiscated and subject to furfeiture 
to or by any law enforcement agencies in ~ State shalll;le destroyed or ietained for the 
official law enfim:~ertt use. . . \. ;--' - ' .., 
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./ 	 The bill requires ballistics fingetp'rlnting of &:l1 new handguns priM to sale. Firearm 
dealelS will be:requi:recl to colled and provide eertaila h3lldgwa ideaati6catioll 
.formatioll to the MatyJand State POlice. \ ' ­
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./ UnderSB2111HB219. the Police Trabnng CdmmisSioll will b~ required to deVelop gIlll 

safety stan~a.ris. By January 1~ 2002;0 aU ~ PUtChasers will be required to submit 
, ,evidence ofcertified fireatmssafety t:raining~, \ . 
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,,/ Starting in tax year 2000,. the Adtninfsttation ~ill (SB209!HB280) provides for a tax 

credit for the purchase of gun safes/vaults and lockiDg devicesfQr all firearms. (contingent 
rm the pauqge olthe R~le Gwt Sofe.ty Act) \ ' " 

'I
I ' 

i: 	 ,
This proposed leru1tl1iQJ1 fs t)QJed oPlthe reco1'lJ11te:ndario~ oflhtt. Gove17fQr's Tcuk Farc.e 011 ChilrlproofGuns.
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