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Office of Justice Programs

. Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinguency Prevention

Office of the Administralor | B Absiingtor, BC 3053} :
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL S

THROUGH: THE DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL

_ THE ACTING ASSQCIA

FROM: 16k

SUBJECT: Advance Notification of OJTDP Publications

PURPOSE: To provide you with advance copies and notification of the pending release of a
. 1999 National Report Series Bulletin: Kids and Guns (NCJI 178994).

DISCUSSION: This Builetin, extracted from QJJDP’s recent publication .Juvenile Offenders
and Victims: 1999 National Report. provides an overview of the nationa] statistics that show the
devastating impact that availability of guns has had on the lives and well-being 6f American
youth. The Bulletin notes that while other types of homicide remained constant, the number of
juveniles killed with a firearm: increased greatly between 1987 and 1993, An gnalysis of the data
show that the rise in murders of juveniles from the mid-1980's through the 1993 peak year was
all firearm related, as was the subsequent decline in Juvenile murders thaf oconired between 1993
and 1997. The Bulletin also reports on the large role guns have i juvenile suicides. The Bulletin
suggests that despite the sobering statistics, there are steps we can take to make our children and
communities safer, and it provides further resources on these steps.

COORDINATION: The information in the Bulletin, including selected graphs and tables, was
taken from the 1999 National Report - As part of the series, it is aJso designed to give readers
quick, focused access to some of the Report’s mogt critical findings, Several Department of
Justice and other Fedéral agenci®s grovided data for and reviewed the /999 National Report,
including the Federal Burean of Investigation, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Burean of the Census,
National Center for Health Statistics, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, and we


http:provide4da.ta

0370300 10,44 FAX 202 458 5557 . DOMESTIC POLICY COUNCIL @003
_mpre~az—eaaz 15:@3 JUSTICE ' INTERGOVERNMENTAL 202 S14 25@d  P.E3/15

have consuited with Bea Witzleben, Office of the Deputy Attorney General. The 1999 National
Report Series of Bulletins exernplifies OJIDP’s commitment to consolidate and analyze data
from diverse sources and makes the information easily aveilable to policymakers and
practitioners to help them meet the crucial challenges facing the juvenile justice system.

DISSEMINATION: This Bulletin will be made availeble to the APA Cadre of Experts on
Youth Violence, Congressional Black Caucus mnembers, Native American tribal leaders, U.S.

. Attorneys, Governors, mayors, prosecutors, sheriffs, police chiefs, juvenile and family court
judges, public and private juvenile facility administrators, community-based organizations
including OJJDP juvenile mentoring program grantees, Weed and Seed sites, Title V recipients,
drnig-free communities grantees, policymakers, and researchers. We have consulted with the OJP
Office of Congressional and Public Affairs, which has made preliminary plans to issue a -
publications advisory. The Bulletin also wil] be posted on OJJ DF’s Web site immediately after
pubhcatmn . :

TIIVIETABLE QJIDP will begin releasmg this document 14 da‘ys ﬁ'om the daie of this
memorandutn.

If additional information regarding this document is needed, 1 may be reached at 202-307—5911.
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CC:

Ann M. Harkins, Chief of Staff, OAG

Wifredo Ferrer, DEPL;I}' Chief of Staff, OAG

Chns Moore, Counsel to the Attorney General, OAG -

Daphene McFerren, Counsel to the Attomey General, OAG
Deborah Smolver, Counsel to the . Deputy Atlomcy General, DDAG '
Robert Raben, Assistant Attomey General, OLA |

.- Katrina Weinig, Deputy Assistant Attomey General, OPD

Katia Garrett, Chief of Staff, OPD

" Brian de Vallance, Director, IGA,

Myron Marlin, Director, PAQ

Mary Murguia, Director, E EOUSA .

Michael Horowitz, Chlef of Staff to the Assistant Attomey General, CRM
Tom Roberts, Counsel wo the Assistant Attorney General,_— CRM

Yulie Samuels, Director, Office of Policy and Legislation, CRM

Thomas Frazier, Director, COPS Office

Noel Brennan, Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General, OJP -

Alexa Verveer, Deputy Assi staﬁt Attormey Getﬁ‘ﬂL OJP. '

Michael Dalich, Chief of Staff, OJP

Harri Kramer, Director, Office of ICongressio‘na] and Public Affairs, QJP

~ Marlene Beckman, Special Assistant to the Assistant Attorney General, OJP.

Amold Hopkins, Special Assistant to the A.ss:stmt Attor_hey General, OJP
Meg Morrow, Special Assistant to the Deputy Assistant Attorney General, OJP
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of juuenile
crime, uios
lence, and
; victimezation
T cpnshitutes one of
the most crucial chak
fenges of the new mik
tennium. To meet that
challenge, refiable informa-
B>, tion is essentigl Juvenile Otfend-
F@F: * cra and Victims: 1959 Nartonal
> Report offers a compreRensice
Y ovgruiew of these perudsive problems
[* and the response of the juvenile justice
systerm. The National Report bnings
BY"  rogether statistics from a varlely of sources
on a wide array of fopics, presaniing the
information in clear, nenmchnical text
 enhanced by more than 350 ¢asy-to-read
: A% lables, graphs, and maps.

This Bulletin series s designed to give readers
quick, focused accass (o some of the most ¢rincal
findings from the wealth of data In the Nationa] Report.
Each Bulletin in the serles highlights selected themes

at the forefront of Jusenile justice poﬁc—_\ma.kmg and
extracts relepgnt National Raport! sactions (i mcfudmg
sefected graphs qnd tables).

Administrator’'s Message

Guns K. In many cases, guns kil our children.
Sometimes the gunse are fired by other juveniles,
oiten by acquaintances or family members. This.
Bulletin, drawn from Juvenile Offenders and Victims-
1999 Narional Report, provides an overview of the
national statlgdes that show the devastating impact
that the availability of guns has had ot the “ves and
well-being of Amerfcan yputh.

While other types of homicide refained constarit, the
- number of juveniies killed with a flrearm increased
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‘greatly between 1987 dnd 1993.7A close ook af the
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Kids and Guns:

numbers shows that the rise in murders of juveniles

from the mid-1980's thraugh the 1983 peak year was aif.
firearyn retated, as was the subsequent decline in juve-
pile murders that cccwrrad between 1993 and 1957

Quns play a Jagge role in sulcides az well, Familtes,
teachers, and friends have vivtually no chance 1o
reach cut {o yourh in desperate need af help when -
that desperation is signdled by the immediate and
often fatal Impact of a gunshot wound., Statistics show
that {or every two yauth age 19 or younger murderad
in 1998, one youth committed suicide. The rate ot

yo@_mmmlwﬁgg&
eween 1980 and 1934, and aithough Hrearm- d
syicides decllned 19% from 1924 to 1996, these.qum
bers are st thuch To6 Mg,

Despite these sobering staristics, 1t is impartant ta
remetnber that there are steps we can take (o make
our childran and our communities saler. [n fact. a
number of communities have made progress in coun-
tering the threat of gun-related violence by bringing.
together law enforcement, elected officials, prosecu-
tors, judges, scheois, community organizations, and
citizens (o develop their own comprehinsive, strate-
fic violence preveation plan, The experienges of
these comrmunitjes are described in tha OLDP publi-
cation. Promising Sralegies To Reduce Gun Violence.
This OJJOP Report provides a wealth of practical in-
[ormation and tools that communities can use to de-
velop. their own firearm violence reduction programs.

The recent decline in Arearm.related juvenile homi-
gides and suicides {5 encouraging and reinforces
the need to remain vigilant in keeping handguns
and ather weapans out of the haads af children.
Rational gun econtred policies, community involve-
ment in schoots, batter relatlonships between law
enfarcement agencies and comumunities, suppeart
for parents in supervising and.disciplining their
chlldren. and help for teens in despair are all ap-
praoaches that we can use in our efforts to reduce
the illegal use of firearms by juveniies.

Shay Bilchik )
Adminisrator :
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The rise in murders of juveniles between 1984 and 1993
was all firearm related. as was the subsequent decline

The increase in juvenile

homicides iz tied to firearmn use The annual number of juveniles killed with a firearm increased
by nerifamily offenders substantiaily betwaen 1987 and 1393, while ather types of
homicide remained constant

A_study c‘:f‘the 65'% increase In i_L_u;re- Suvenile hormicida vicims

nile homicides n the 7.year period 1.800 S ]

from 1387 1o 1993 shows that In- ‘ IR P LN L

creases did not occur praportion- 1.600 T Freammeaies A T N

ately in all types of homicides, Over 1,400 ' | i ) /;/j A N

this period, homicldes by family 1,200 | S S N W . I e N .

membaers held constant, whiie homi- 1.000 == L1 L L . _--" ot i ™

cidas by acqualbtances Inereased 200 | - - | A 1 Ho Sreamm invoijed |

substantially. The increase was dis- . ~_ e L

proportonate for black victims, . 600 T _f i P

with the growth ln the sumbee of 400 ' ' ] — 5

black victims twice that of while vic- 200 | _ -

tims. Most significantly, nearly all of o L - i ' :' |

the grawth In juvenile homicldes 1981 1983 1995 1SR7 1989 1991 1593 1995 1997

was in the number of older juvenijes .

killed with firearms. u in 1980, fewer than half (31%) of tha |uveniles murdared were kllled with a
lirearm. The pronartion of juverile firaarm homicides began to increase in

The deciine In juvenile homicides 1987 and paakad {at £1%) in 1993, Since than, the praportian has declined

between 1993 and 1397 brought the samawhat, with 56% of juvenila homicides involving a firearm in 1997,

number io a level just 20% above Source: Authory’ analysas of the FErs Suppiamantary Homicide Reparts for the years

that al 1987 (the last year in which 15801937 [Machma-raadabls data filas).

_juvenile homicides were within their
historl¢ range). Both the decline
from 1993 to 1997 and the growth
trom 1987 to 1993 involved substan-
tial changes {0 the number of mur-
ders by acqualntances and ig the Firsarm percent of juvenile homicids victims
aumber of murders of older youth 7%,
and black youth. The proportion of
homictdes committed with a fire- 50%
arm. which had increased dramat- ' 0%
cally belween 1987 and 1993, how- ?
ever, did not dacfine between 1993 40%
and 1997, Therefare, the majoc ' 30%
feyacy of the growth in juveniie ho-
micides from 1987 through 993 is 20%
that it increased the proportion of
juveniles killed by frearms,

The use of tirearms In juvenlle homicides was common in the
199Q°s for both black victims and white victims

!
I

i
1 !

10% , —; i
05 Lot R R Lo i ;
19@1 1983 1985 19B7 1989 19971 1993 1995 1997
# In the eady 1980's, proportions of juyenile homiciges involving a lirgarm
wers roughly aqual for white victlns and black vietims. .
W The proportion of biack juvenile hamicldes invalving 2 firearm inGreased sub-
stantlalty during & 3-year paried in the late 1980's.

Source; Authars’ analyses of \he FBI's Supplomantary Hamicids Ragorts ot ne years
19801997 {machina.rgadable data Aes)],

2 ' : : 1999 NATIONAL REPORT SERIES
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Homicides of juveniles ages 15 to 17 were mura likely to mvolve a
firearm than were homicides of adults

Percent killed by firearm in aga group
0%
B0%
TQ%
60%
50%
40%
0%
20%
10%

0%

Age of victim -
B Over the 10-year period lrom 1987 to 1897, the propartien of homicides
cammitted with a firmarm increasad in mast victim age groups.

Sourca: Authors’ enziysas of thg FBI's Suppiumamzry Momicio Reports 9t Te years
1380—1357 [machine-readable data flgs],

[;tween 1980 and 1897, 3 out of 4 murdered juveniles age 12 or '
older were Killeq with a firaarm

" Viem ages
Age of victlm - =17
Weapan ' 0=17 O~5 6=-11 13=17 Males Fernales
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 160%
Firaamm _ 51 10 42 75 &aQ 31
Knife/iunt abject 14 1 719 15 13 17
Parsanai” 14 438 . 1N 3 15 27

Other T 30 2. 7 18 25

w  Nearly haif (48%) of all murdered children beicw age 6 were kilied by oftend-
8¢5 using oniy Mair hands, fists, or feet,

| Male murder vielims ware nearly twice as likely a3 lemala victieis w be killed

B with g firesarm.

T Ferianal ineludas nands. fiseg,. or feat,

Ncte: Datail may aof tatal 100% becausa of munding.

Squrca: Authors' analysas of he FBI'S Sugpiemantary Momicide Rapeorts for the years
1G80~1997 [machine-readable datm filas).
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Since 1580, 1 in 4 muiders ot 555
Juveniles involved a juvenile °
aftender

Nearly 38,000 juveniles were
dered between 1980 and [997. &
venile offender was tvolved ind4
of these crimes when an affesd
was ldentified, in murders of |
niles by faveniles, about 1 of

51% of murders of J,
]uven.ileu;- :

l"{
The prcporuon ol
that invelved a.jiy
creased frg )

400 huvenils
veniles, g
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All of the increase in homicides by Juvemles between
the mid-1980’s and mid-1990’s was firearm related

e

It is difflcult to assess the exact
number of murders committed
by juveniles

Rased an the Federal Bureau of
Investigation's (FBI's) Suppiemental
Homicide Report (SHR) data, 13,200
persons were murdered In the U.5.
in 1997 —the lowest number inp more

than a generation, Of these murders,

about 1.400 were determined by law
enfarcement Lo lnvolve a juvenile
olfender hawever, the actual num-
ber ls greater than thls. In 1997,
the FB! had no Information on the

oifender(s) for about 6,900 reported

murders (8% of the total). These
may have been homicides for which

no one was arrested or the olfander

was ntherwise not identified, or
thesa may have been cages [or
which the lecal agency did nat re-
part complets information to the
FBi. Regardless, the number of mur-
ders cominitted by juveniles [n 1997
was undoubtedly greater than 1,400,
but just haw much greater is diffi-
cult to determine, If it were assumed
that the murders without offender
information were similar to those
with offender intormation, then
about 2,300 murders (or 124 of al
murders) in 1997 had at least one
offender who was under the age of
18 ai the time of the crime.

The 1,400 murders known to involve

Whaom do juveniles kill?

Between 1980 and 1997, most vierims
in hamicides Invalving juveniles were
male (83%). Slightly- mare victims
were white (50%) than black Ame).
I 27% of homicldea by juveniles, the
victim was alsg 4 juvenile. Victlms in
70% aibomtdd&by—iu’-@e'
killed with a frearm. Of all victims
led by juveniles, 14% were famiby -
embers, 559% were acquaintances,
d 3i% were strapgers.

Who are the juvenile murderarg?

Berween 1980 and 1997, the large ma-
jority (33%) of known juvenile homi-
cide offenders were male. More than
half (56%) were black Of known juve-
nile homicide offenders, 42% were

age 17, 25% were age 16, and 17%
were age 15; B8% of juvenile homi-
cide cffenders were age 15 or older.

' Murders by the vary young are

rare

 Annually between 1980 and 1997,

lewer than 10 juvenites age 10 or
younger were identified as partici-
pants in murders—a figure that has
remained essentially constant over
the time perlod. The majority of
these young hamicide offenders were
male (38%), and more than half (54%)
were black [n these cases, the victim
was equaily likely to be either a fam-
liy member or an acquaintance
(43%). A firearm was invoived in 50%
al the murders committed by these
young offenders.

Knowi ]uuemle aﬁenders

The sharp decline in’ homicides by iuvanileé betwean 1934 and 1957
was attribytable entirely to a decline in homicides by firearm

4,500 [

2,000 — i

. 1,500

1,000

500 F e R
a juvenile offender in 1997 invelved I |t [
abour 1,700 juveniles and $00 adults. R AL B . . ! !
Of all murders involving a juveni} ¢ ' g
& 3 juvenis, 1981 1983 1985 1987 1§89 1991 1953 1995 1997

N % also involved an adult, and 13%
invalved another juvenite. In all, 44% n
of all murders invoiving a juvenile
invoived more than one person,

Betwesn TBEQ and 1987, liraarms were used in just over hall (54%;) of all ho-
micldes involving a juvenila offender,. Then frearm-ralated homicides bagan
to ingroase, 24 that, by 1994, most homicides byJuvemla affendars (82%) in-
vakued tha use ol 3 firearm,

Source: AUthors’ analyzex of the Fals Suppfemamary Hormeide Raports for rha years
1980-1997 [rrraahma—raa.nama dat Kasl

a - - S 1999 NATIONAL REPORY SERIES
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Boys and girls tend to kil
different types of victims -

Between 1980 and 1997, 54% ol male ju-
venlie homicide offenders killed an ac-
quaintance, 37% idiled a scranger, and
9% killed a family membeyr, Inn compari-
son, the victims of females were more
likely ta be famity members (39%) and
far iess likoly to be strangers (15%).

Betwean 1980 and 1397, about 1% af
rmale aifenders killed persons under
age 6, while 18% of the temale offend-
ers Killed young children. Becausa
there wers so many more male oi-
[enders than {emale offenders, how-
ever, raughly equal numbers of male
and female juvenila offenders ware
involved In the murder of young chil-
dren. Annually between 1980 and -

1997, about 25 mala and 25 female |u-

venile offenders were lled o the
death of a child under age 6,

Males were far more likehy than fe-
males to kil with a Hrearm. Between
1980 and 1997, 73% of male jyvenile how
micide offenders used a lirearm, while
14% used a knife. In contrast, 4% of fe-
male juvenife homicide offenders used
a firearm and 32% usad a knife, Whije

DOMESTIC POLICY COUNCIL

JUSTICE INTERGOUERKMENTAL

27% of females used other means to

idil! (e.g.. hands or [eet, strangulation,
drowning, or Bire), only 13% of males’
Klled by these means.

Black juveniles were morae {ikely
to commit murders with firearms
than were youth of other races

In thg J.S. in 1997, about 1 of every
16,000 youth between the ages of 10
and 17 was identified as participating
in a homicide. This ks a rate of 56
known alfanders for every 1 millicia
youth In the US. papulaton ages 10~
17. This rate was greater [or black
youth than youth of other races: black
{194), Aslan/Paciflc islanders (44),
American Indlans (34, and whites
@0).

Batween 1980 and 1997, 72% of black
juvenile homicide olfenders used a
Hrearm (n thelr crimes. This propar-
tion was higher than that for Asian/
Pacific islander (67%), white (59%),
or American Indian {48%) youth.

Youth were mdst likely to kill persang
of their own race. Batween 1980.2

Aoos
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their own raca. Same.race killing ;
most cormmon far white youth (903
and less common for blacks (76

American Indians (48%).

A greater proportion of white yoig
and American [ndian youth kilie
family members than did you
other races: American Indian ¢
white (16%). black (7%), and.
Pacific Islander (T%).

Relevant to an undez
nile murder arreg

Murder artels per 100,000 popdarion

Age-specific arrast rate trends for murder are simiilar to those far weapons violations

Waapaht aTes™ par 10R000 soglatian

Age

¢ angim 1997 fmpchine-rasdable dala iie|,

30 e e —1 —— as0

-1 S | S N, e e S 00

'3 o i h 1997 t ; ! Murder_ ase

I Y R 33

N IS | S 250

6 o N\ NJ380 | P - 0
SN Menan . T ! 150,

1@ — T : 100 |

L : ' 50

D N L .- . 0 ! .
19 18 20 28 2D 25 40 a5 S0 53 5 zo

50 &5 10

Source: Authars' analysia gf armesl dali from 3n unputitened FBI reprart far 1500 and hom Crima 1 e United Siaras 1997 and pooyletion gar fram ihe Bureay
ol the Cansua lor 1085 Irofm Curmen! Fopiiaiinn nepmm, P25-1095 and for 1997 fram ESIMales of tha populason of Sates ay ag, 5ax, Ao, end H.*cparr-’c

29 20 335 40 a8

so 5§ 60 43
Age
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Juvenile arrest rates for waapons, whlch incroased 5harply dunng the late 1580's and early 1990°s,
began declining in the mid«199G's :

The juvenils arrest rate for weapons law Femaie arrest rates for weapans faw violations
violations deubled in the 6-yaar pariod between nearly tripled batween 19681 and 1997, while the
1987 and 1933 . male rate nearly doubled
Waapons anesty par 100,000 juveniles ages 10—-17 L Percent change in waapons arfest mty from 1981
250 - ] X I | 250% T T T T
| ] H - ; ]
I I : ‘A NG L PO0%% [ Arragt rate AN !
2C0 - . i —————— b T
‘ i S~ . 1981 ___ 1987 F‘*mﬁ”e‘/ [l L‘-—-‘
. ! | /i ses b o -
150 1> : Mala 178 404 [ /---.\I | i
i ! 100% = Fermara 11 32 - -
100 sk _..‘|._._ et f N . . lag I\(‘“"
' ! b S0, : 0 : I
: : Pl —— e——
. H : . L
50 | , —— e ' . 0% _/"'"""‘ﬂ E R S
NERARRENERRE RENNEEEN NERE
0 . 1 v - . m . . . B
1981 1583 1585 1687 1989 1891 13993 1985 1957 1881 1083 1985 1987 1989 1997 1992 1995 1997
| Tha' deciina between 1993 and 1897 brough! the ]Ewe- .M Even with ils graater increasa, the lemale fata in 1997
nile arest rata for weapcns law violationa tc its lowest was ofly 10% of tha mals rate. -
lavel since 1950, but tha rate was syl 55% above 1he Nota: Afrest rates arg rresis per 100,000 s or lemales
1987 level. _ ages 10-17. . male

Source: Authors' aralysis of armeat data irom unpubitshed FBI repors lov 1980 traugh 1994 and the FBI's Crime in the United Siates reports
far 1985, 1896, and 1§97 and populaton dama trom tha Buresy of ta Consus far 1980 thvaugh 1985 Ko Current Popuidiion Roports, P25—
1095 and for 1990 through 1397 jrom Egnimmatas of (he gopulddan of Siasz Sy age, sax, race, and Hispanic origin: 1990-1637 [machine-
taadably dam files), .

in general, the temporal pattern of viotent crimes committed by juveniles with flrearms is similar to the
adult pattern, except for the high proportion of juvenile ﬂrearm-tnvolwd crlmes that occur immadiately
after school on schaoal days :

Violaht crime comtmitted with a firearm

Percart of violant ingidents with firanmmn in age group __ Percent of alf juvanile vigent incidents with flegamm
9% : 5% p —— : 0 l T 1
L I R '

a% PRERARSRERT \RRRY o NERRREERE
7 T Sdm_nriuays/;g._'f~-.. BN
o T P A INON -
57, |- T T e TN

¥4 Joboge oo ki i 11|} f7"Nonstheq

1%
g
19%
Q% H H i 0% 3 i R
DAM  SAM 12PM IRPM GPM 9PM  [2AM 3AM  BAM Skl SAM 12PM 1PM EPM  9PM  12AM 34 SAM

1%

Male: Viclent crirne includes murdar, vialent sexual assault, robbery, aggravaltad assault, and.simpla assault Data are from 12 Slares {ala-
oama, Colcrade, ldahe, Hinois, lowa, Massachusatts, Michigan, Nosth Dakor, Sauth Carditna, Utah, Vormant, ang Virginia).

Source: Authors’ anslyses of [he FBI's Natianal Incident-Baged Raporting Systern master lag lor the years 19971~ 1996 (machina-readable
data tlas).
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1in 5 juvenile arrestees carried a gun all or most of {_

the time

R ——

Gun use and crime among male
arrestees/detainees is studied

The Natianal Institute of lustce In.
terviewed.a sample of arrested. and/
ar detained individuals during the
first 6 months of 1995 1o learn about
qun acquisition and use. Seven of

2leven study sites provided data on

juvenile males: Denver, District of

Columbia. Indianapolis, Las Angeles,

Phoenix, 5t, Louls, and San Diego.

Although sites varied, the Juvenile
males studled were disproportiou-
alely black or Hispanic, and most
were age 15 ar older, Becayse 5 of
the 7 sites limited the study to [uve-
ailes in detention rather than all ju-
veniles arrested, the olfense profile
lor juveniles studied was skewed o
more serlous offenses (crimes
against perzons ranged rom 15% to
29%). Also, the propertion of juve-
niles who admitied to current mem-
bership in a gang ranged from 2% to
41%.

Juveniles are more likely than
arrestees cverat! to commit a
crime with a qun

The proportion of respondents wha
were charged with a weapons of-
lense runged from 1% to 12%. Among

the juvenile males interviewed, how-

ever, 20% said they carried a gun all
or most of the time. compared with
14% of arrestess overall,

Juvenile arrestees were nearly twice
as likely as arrestees overall (o say
they had stolen a gun 5% vs. 13%).
Gang members and drug sellers
were also more likely than other
arreitees to have stolen a gun {each
about 30%).

FEBRUARY 2000 .

" Among drug sellers and ga

JUSTICE INTERGOVERNMENTAL

Overall, 2% of arrastees who
owned a gun had used one in a
cHime. The proportion was higher
for juveniles (33%) and higher atili
for drug seilers (42%) and ga.ng
memhers (50%).. \
Arrestees wern often the v!cums
nf qun violence '

Juvenite males and gang members
were morg lkely than arrestees
overall to have beey shot at, The
proportion who said they had been
shot at was about 4 in 10 overall,
compared with about 5 in 10 for ju-
venille males and about 8 in 10 for
gang members.

Although fuveniles were more katly
than adnlts to be shot at, they were

not more likely to suffer gunshot in-

jury. Overall, 16% of arrasteas ra~
ported gunshot injuries.

Arrestees say they carry guns
for pratection and respect

Two-thirds of respondents said
they had a gun for protection/self
defense, Almost onesthird of
arrestees agreed that, “Your cmw 1
respects you if you have a g

bers, the proportion agreeinxws
higher (4 in 10). Whan as[cegf e
uSing a guUN was approp! ;
arrestens agreed that, “l {24
shoot somecne who dis
you,” Among juveniless
tion agreeing was dog

do11

282 514 25w4 P.11-15

Mora than half of crime guns
were recoverad fram adults ag -
25 years or oider =

{n 1596, the Bureau of Alcoho! Tes
baceo and Firearms establishe
Youth Crime Qun Interdiction
tive to trace crime guns (i.e., an
liraarm fliegally possessed, us
crime, or suspected 1o have b
used in a crime) recovered
eplorcemant. More than,
crime guns were tracediy
ies during a [-year pe
1997 and 1998, A
(%) of crime g
from persons unde
11% were recovg]
17 or younge:

Aga

Al _
17 or youngss
18-24 ‘
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A new survey of youth shows that handgun carrying
is linked to other problem behavior

A naw survey will follow a cohort
of yauth as they make the
transition fram schooi to work

The first wave af the 1997 National
Longitudinal Survey of Youth
(MLSYST) interviewed a nattonally
represantaitve sample ol 9,000
youth wha were batween the ages of
12 and 16 at year-end 1996. The sur-
vey asked youth to report whether
they had engaged in a varlety of de-
viant and delinquent behaviors, in-
cluding carrying a handgun. Mlans
are to Interview members of this co-
hort every 2 years to track changes
In delinquent and criminal activity
over the iffe coursa

carrted a handgun (Z1% vs,
ar been n a gang (14% v=. 2
same poiat than youth wh

juana were mare likely to have
sold hard drugs (i.e., cocaine,
LSD, or heroin) (40% vs. 19%),
carried a handgun (35% vs. %),
or beén in a gang (24% vs. 4%)
than youth who never sold
marijuana

W Active marijuaba users (1.e,,
youth who used marijuana dur-
ing the month prior to the sur-
vey) were mare likely to have
consumed ajcohol (7B% va. 14%)
or carried a handgun (12% vs.
2%) during thar period than
youth T use marfjuana

glth who had carried a hand-

gun in the [ast 12 moaths were
also more likely to have beeq in

a gang than youth who did not

carty a handgun during this p

riod (15% vs. 1'%).

d

Racent particlpation (i.e., within the last 12 menths or 30 days prior
to the imerview) in delinquent acts such as carrying a handgun
varied by race and ethnicity for males and femaies

Males ages 12-16 Females ages 12—16

Bahaviar Whita Blacx Hispapic Whita Black Hispanic
Carrled & handgun

Last 12 morths 10% 8% 8% 2% 3% 2%
Last 30 davs 5 5 4 1 1 B

Te school in last 30 days <1 "1 1 0 0 <1

been in a gang than black and Hispanic males but more likely lo have cari
T —argu——
Nota; The whita and Mark maial categarias 4o not inéluda youth af Hispanic athnicity. Mis-
paric youlh can be af &y racs.

Source: Authors’ Ahatysls of the Bursey of Labar Statgtics’ The Aalianal Lmﬂzﬁmi Sur-
Wy of ¥oumn 19597 :anm:-mananln ¢ata ﬂle]

N

[,I/m;r_ praceding mmew. white maies wére I‘ﬂ‘hkb

The survey also found thar more than  less than one-fifth of all 16-year-olds
half of all 1 6year-olds who had ever - who had ever used marljuana, sald any
committed assault, carried 4 handgun,  drugs, or sold hard drugs (Le.. cocaine,
or belanged to a geng had done sa for . LSD, or heroin) had done sa for the

the &rst me by age 12 In contrast, first time by age 12,

. '-——-—-—-..___________h__“

Among 15-year-olds, employed youth were significantly more |j

ve carried a gun in the last 12 months than unemployed youth

. 15-ygar-olas 18-ygar-olds

Behavio? Unemployed Emplayed  Linemployed  Employed
Carrled a handgun
Last 12 months 5% 8% 7% 6%
Last 30 days 3 4 4 3

Souren: Aythore’ anatyriz of tha Bursau of La.jhur Sratescs’ The National Langim&'ma.' Sur-
yay af vauth 1997 [maching-rsadable data e},

D
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For every two youth (ages 0-19) murdered in 1996,

DOMESTIC POLICY COUNCIL
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one youth committed sulmde

-‘W

7% of all suicides in 1996

invoived youth age 19 or ygunger

FB[ data indicate that about 3,900
youth age I9 or younger were mur-
dered in the U.S in 1996, The magni-
tude of this probiem has captured
the publlc s attennon, but muc.h less

at fo every two youth murdur ]
one youth commits suicide,

The National Center [or Health Sraris-
tics reported that 30,903 persons
committed sulcde [n the US. In 1996.
Of these, 7% (2,11¥) were youth age
18 or younger. Qverall, aulcides [n-

" creasad 9% between 1980 and 1996,
For youth younger than age 15, the
increase was 113%. Despite this large
increasa, these youngest sulelde vic-
tims aceounted for Just 1% of all sui-
cides in 1996.

Young suicide viciims are
dispropartionately malg
and white

Males aceounted-for 8 In {0 youth
sujcides; white youth alsa accounted
foc B iy LU suicldes.

Suwleides per

242 Si4 2584

@013
P, 1315

Suidgaes par 140,000 yauth age:s 1049

The rate of youth suicides mvolvmg a firearm increased 39%
between 1980 and 1994, befare declining 19% 1o the 1996 level

45 |'

40
[ .
! N N

3.5
———

215 )

3-0 : _“T I g
j

2!0' -

—— i

tadrm

1.5 — - :

1.0 |

o.s T

- 0o

1980 1982 1984 19686

{h8 campreased mortaiity e {unpubiichad data),

1988

1950 1582

1994

1996

" Sourcs: Authors’ aralysis of the Natlorisl Centay for Hoalth Sestiadcy’ £979—1996 darg imm §

- Number of

suicldas 100,000 youth

Ages Ades Ages  Ages

1014 15=19 10=1& 1515

Total 258 1,837 1.6 9.7
Maie 222 1,486 23 156
Femala 76 321 0.8 35
YWhite 244 1,522 1.8 0.3
Male 179 1248 23 163
Fomala 65 273 R.B. aB
Nonwhita 54 295 7.4 7.7
Male 43 247 2.2 12.7
Farmala 11 48 ‘ 2.6

" Too [ew casas b ablain & reliable rata.

FEBRUARY 2000

declining to the 1996 level

Firearm-related suicides per 100,000 yauth ages 10-19

The firearm-related suicide rate for young black males peéked in
1994 at a levei higher than tha rate for young white males, before

a E - _Ir | H H H
?[ R
LT e ] VAN
= [ ' '
; I A N SN
. t L/ Bldok males
3 il Pt i
e ' —
i ! ' i ;
1 =t — :
oLt B
1980 1582 1984 19896 1988 1090 1992 1594 1096

B Batwean 1994 gnd 19986, irearm-relatad suicide mtes decreased 19% for

young white maks2 and 31% [of young blaak males.

= [n 1996, firearm-ralated suicide rales for young white males declinad to mid-
1980's levels, while the rate for young black tnales was more than twico the

1980 rate.

u - Changes in firearmn-ralated suicids rates lor young black males were similar
to homicida parterns for young biack males betwesn 1980 and 1996.

Source: auhars' analysip of the Natienal Canlar tor Health Statistics’ 1878-1996 aam from

the compmssad mortaiity g [unpublishayd data)].
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- U.S. child homicide and suicide rates _exr;eed rates for
other industrialized countries

Rates of firearm-related
homicides and suicides are
high in the U.S.

-A study conducted by.the Centefs. - -
{or Disease Conlrol and Preventon
compared the homicide and sulclde
rates for children under age 15 io
the U.S. with the rates {or several
ather Industrialized countries, Bach
country reported data for | year be-
tween 1990 and 1995; U.5. data were
reported for 1993. The number of
homicides per 100,000 chlldren un-
der age 15 ln the US, was five times
the number |n the other couniries

ed (2575551,

child homicides invelving a :

however, was 15 times greater \n the

LS. than in the other countries

embined (0.94 vs, 0.06).

DAL

A similar pattern wag seen {n the
suiclde rates of children under age
15. Overall, the LS, suicide rate was
twice the rate for the other coun~
tries comblined (0.55 vs. 0.27), For
suicides invoiving firearms, how-
aver, the suicide rate In the U.5. was
almose 11 times the rate {or the ather
countries combined (0.32 vs. 0.03).

Homicida ﬁuiddo’
rama® e’
U.5, Foreltm U.S. Forsign
Ageg 0 410 095 ana 0.00
Firgarm 043 0.05 0.00 0.0
Mo firearm 3.67 0.05 0.00 Q.0a
Ages =14 1,75 030 0.84 040
Eijearm 1.22 007 Q.49 0.05
Nofireerm 0.53 024 0.35 038
Ages 0-14 257 051 0.5 027
Firaacm 0894 Q.06 0.32 0.03
No lirearm 163 045 023 (.24

" Rates ars Ma number of hamicdes or Ko~
tides par 100.000 chikdren n the age group.,

Nato: Dats wara providad by Austaila, Aue.
\ria, Beigium, Caneda, Denmark, England

and Wales, Finland, France, Germany, Hong
Kcng, irgiand, lsradl, [taty, Japan, Kuwit, -
Natharlands, New Zealand, Northem ins-
land, Norway, Suottand, Singapors, Swaden,
Spain, Switzedsnd, and Talwan.

10

Canada

Beiglum

Swedan

England and Wales
Northam [retand

Spain

The U.S. firearm-reiated homicide rate for children is mare than
twice that of Finland, the couniry with the next highest rate

0.0 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 0.8 09 1.0
. RraanTmrelated deaths par 100,000 juveniles ages 014

Nota: If both suicids and hormicida ralas far 2 esuntry wars 0, that country ig nat dieplayed

o1 he graph, Data were prendded by Australia, Austia, . Canada, Osnmark, Eng-
and and wales, Finland, Franes, s:mmany Hang Kgng, , Harag], 1y, N, ik
walt, Nathar . Naw Zaagland, M m lraland, Norway. SEofand, Sin , Swadan,
ﬁ'mfsﬁ'%n?sd and Taiwan. el

Source: Authary’ adapiation of Caters for Diseasa Cantiol and Preventio’s Aafds of ho-
micids, suleida, and firgarm-relsted ceam among childrn—28 industrializad countres.

Homicides involving a Brearm were .
about 10% of all homicides among
younger children (ages 0-4) in the
U.S in 1993, [n contrast, about two-
thirds of US. homicides among alder.
chiidren (5-14) invelved a lrearm.

In other countries, firesrm-reiared
homicides were less than one-
quarter of all homicides in either

age group.

199

While honfirearm-related suicide
rates were the same among older
chlldren in the U5, and other coun-
tries (0.35), irearm-related suicide
rates in the U.S. were 10 tdmes
greater than those in other countries
(049 vs. 0.0S).

9 NATIONAL REPQRT SERIES
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Sources

Information ior this Bulletin WAS
taken/adapied from chapters 2, 3,
and 5 of Jupenile Offenders and

" Vicrims: 1999 Narional Report. For
a full listing of sources lor these
chapters, see pages 49, 84, and
140 of the NManonal Report.

Resources
The 1999 CJIDP publication Promising
Sorategies Ta Redoce Gun Violence
(253 pp., NCJ 173950) presents pro-
fles of 60 demonstrated or promising
programs and strategies that address
‘the probiem of gun violence. Prosris
ing Straregies alsa examines the prob-
Jem of gun vioclence from a natlanal
perspeactive (Including current
trends) and discusses the process af
developing a solution, Each program
proille in the publication covers pro-
gram type, goals, target group, target
area, and contact information. The
profites are arranged in flve catego-
rles: comprehensive gun viclence re-
duction strategles, strategles to infer-

rupt sources of ilegal guas, strategies

to deter {l[égal gun possession and
carrying, strategias to respond to ille-
gal yse of gunsg, and education initia-
rives and alternative prevention strat-
egies. The publication also Includes

a section on resources for research,
technical assistance, and education;
gecgraphical and alphabetical pro-
gram indexes; and a matrix of partici-
pating agencies. Promising Sirategies
To Reduce Gun Violenca is available
online from rhe QIIDP Wah site
(www.ojjdp.ncirs.org) under the Pub-
lizations section or can be ordered
from ClIDP's Juvenile Justice Clear-
ighouse (e-mall puborderdnejrs.org;
call 800-635-8736: or write to the
Juvenile Justlee Clearinghouse. P.O.
Box 6000, Rockvilie, MD 20845-6000),

FEBRUARY 2000
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Answers to frequently asked ques- Acknowledgments

tions about juvenils justice statistics
as well as perfodic updates of data
presented In:favenile Offenders and

Iuvenile Offenders and Victims: 1.
National Reparr, from which t '
Bulletin: it drawn; was prepars

avdilable on the ternat in the
QJJDP Statistical Briefing Book, which
can bee accessed through the OLID{

Justice (NCIJ).The authors are§
Howard N. Snyder and Melissa

. ) g Sickwund. TheNational Reporr]
home pagde ot ww n.nndpmcjrs.o;g benefited from:the zssistance 2§
through the JJ Facts &F’m many Individuals in.additonyg
pmmpt. to-the authors; including staiils

NCII, th
Also available fram OXDP Is the e Otfice: of Juvey

and Dellaquency Fra

Juvenile Offenders and Victims: 1959, o Iuven.lle Jusﬂ:

Mational Repor: CD-ROM. With the
CD=ROM, users can view the full report
tn a portable domment farmat FDF).
The CD-ROM also provides a compre~
hensive “educator's it” that Inchudes
the {allowing: matsteal information.
from {ulkpage; presegtation-ready
graphs {(also available lor display in
Mlcrosaft Powerpolnt); data for the
graphs (also avallabie in Microsalt
Excel spreadshests); more than 40
saurce documents in PDF; apd links
10 govararent Web sltes 1o obtam
moce (nformation,

Pointa of view e opinigd
document arg thiiss of
Y.
policics of OJJD ISR

For infonmaticn-op-QJJDP initiati
ralated to the reduction of juve
cTime, violence, and victimiza
contact the Juvenile Justice
hause (JIC) at www.ojldp.neERs
or call 800=638-&736,. -

TOTAL P.1S
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' MEETING WITH VERONICA MCQUEEN

DATE: ' Tuesday, March 7, 2000

TIME: _ 12:40 p.m. - 12:50 p.m.
LOCATION: . The Oval Office
FROM: . Bruce Reed

Kris M: Balderston

‘Sonia G. Chessen
. ]
PURPOSE .. L
To ofter your condolences for the death of her daughter, Kayla Renee Relland,_
after she was shot by another student at Theo J. Buell Elementary School in

Michigan last week.

BACKGROUN D

iy

On Tuesday, February 29, Kayla Rolland (age 6) was shot and mortaily wounded
by a classmate inside their first grade classroom at Theo J. Buelt Elementary

- 8chool in Mount Morris Township, Michigan. Rolland was treated by

paramedrcs at the school and then pronounced dead shortly after being rushed to

' the Hurley Medrcal Center in Flint, ML -

On March 2, Michigan authorltles charged Jamelle Andrew ]ames 19, wrth

- involuntary manslaughter for aliowing a stolen plStOl to fall info the hands of the
six-year-old boy who shot Kayla. The boy was living with James and his uncle Sir

Marcus Winfrey after his mother was evicted from her home last month. At the
time of the shooting, the boy's father, Dedric Darnell Owens, was in jail for
violating probation after serving a two-year sentencé on cocaine and burglary
charges. A petition allegmb child negligence has been filed against the boy's"
mother, Tamarla Owens, in Family Court in an effort to put the boy in state
custody. Michigan prosecutors-do. not plan to charge the first-grader because he is
too young to have had any criminal intent.

|
A memorial service was held for Kayla on Friday, March 3,1in Mount Morris
Township, Michigan. ‘Buell Elementary School opened f'or classes yesterday with
80 percent attendance, including 83 percent of the ﬁrst graders

- During your visit, Veronica will be accompanied by.her husband, Mike McQueen,
who has lived with the family since Kayla was six months old. Veronica works at



an auto-supply factory, and Mike is retired from service in the U.S. Navy.
Kayla's natural father, Ricky Roiland, has outstanding warrants for his arrest and
did not live with her.

The McQueen's have traveled to Washington to participate in a "Today Show"
interview with Katie Couric which will air at 7:12 a.m. on Tuesday morning.

1II.  PARTICIPANTS
YOU | :
Veronica McQueen, Kayla Rolland's mother
Michael McQueen, Kayla Rolland's stepfather
IV. PRESS PLAN
Closed Press. White House Photo only.
\'2 REMARKS
Informal remarks

Y. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

¢ YOU greet the McQueen's.
¢ YOU participate in a brief meeting with them.

VII. ATTACHMENTS

e Newsweek cover story, 3/13/00
~ » Letter from the Department of Justice to Mrs. McQueen, 3/2/00



sNe'yvswé‘ek.cdm: Newsweek US Edition: Nation: Did Kayla Have to 'Dih‘?_tp H//www.newsweek.com/nw-srv/printed/us/na/a] 7088-2000marS htm '

.] of 4

[ Safuting the

‘ Nation

PR't'_HT EDITION . B

Featured Adverticer:.

US. Sk Team|

Partners:

' wushmgfn-nposh:om

britannica.con:

National Affairs

- After a 6-year-old: |

. guns. Untangling

a little bey. -

. Did Kayla Have to
Die?

. 'There I1s More We
Can Do’

. Inside the Real Gun
Battle

Learnmg Right From ,

Wrong
. Kids and Guns: What

'Dedric Darnell

Parents CGan Do .

. Get Ready For a
New Air War

. Brother in the - '
Background

. The Bushed and the
Bored

. Remembering Selma

= Intarnational

- =Dusiness

= Society”
» firts & Entertainment
* Departments .

. Perisco e
onven jonal

Bylines
Fyer% ggctlves

ewsma ers

it was my son that did the shooting," said Owens, who was in jail for

~ certain? "Because of his past violent acts,"

aweek or two.

...32 semiautomatic and shooting his
. first-grade classmate, Kayla Rolland, age

Did Kayla H.ave to Die?

kills his classmate
the search for
answers raises
fears about
parenting and

the troubled life of |

By Keith Naughton
and Evan Thomas
Newsweek, March
13, 2000 '

The father knew it Saying gnodbye Mnumers hug outsrde the Buell Elementary
assroom where six-year-old Kayla Rolland was shot by a classmalte

even before he was . aam Lee Fineman)

told. When a fellow \

inmate informed : ﬂ
(ERTRD

Owens that there o _ AELATED 2UDI0

had been a shooting at hls son's school 'a cold, sickening feeling came

over me," Owens later told the local county sheriff, Bob Pickell. "I knew

violating probation after serving a two-year sentence on cocaine and-
burglary charges. Sheriff Pickell asked Owens how could he be so -
a.nswered Owens, according
to Pickell. The first grader had already been suspended from school three
times for fighting, once for jabbing another kid with a pencil. In between
jail terms, Owens had asked his son why he fought other kids. "Because
I hate them," the boy answered. Owens said His son spent his time -
"watching violent movies and TV." The boy's mother seems to have
been otherwise engaged. The authorities tried to step in. The boy was.
scheduled to begin therapy wnh a counselor for " anger management” in

=i CoverTalk
How old a child must be to both_
know in his mind and feel in his
heart that lying, stealing, .
cheating, hurting—let alone
" Imurdering—are morally wrong is
a matter of scientific debate. But | -
the question of when is not nearly
so fraught as the question of how:
the fragile steps toward a child's
‘|understanding that lying, stealing,
cheating and hurting are out of
bounds Join coauthor Sharon
Begley for a live talk
Wednesday, March 8, 2000 at

It was too late The 6- year-olcl boy settled T
a schoolyard score last week by taking a

6, in the chest. As she lay bleeding to
death on the floor of the classroom, the
boy did not seem to understand- _what he -
had just done. It's never easy to know the:
mind of a 6-year-old, but the shooter's =
must have flickered with demons, a-
Jjumble of dark images from fantasy and -
real life unrestrained by conventional
morality. He was the product of an

3/672000 7:33 PM
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+ Last Word

~ by Anna Quindlen -

International Editien

“dysfunctional does not begln to capture.

‘Even measured agarnst the grotesque

Special Issues

morality. He was the product ofan : Wednesday, March 8, 2000, at
environment and family that the word ~ i|  noon E.S.T. to discuss.

Submit questions now

hrstory of school shootings, the killing of little Kayla, who was known :

as "Kay Kay" and liked to ride a pink-wheeled bike and watch "Bamey," - :

was horrifying. (The prior youngest-ever school killer was a
10-year-old.) Kayla's death left parents everywhere wondering how
children leamn from right and wrong—and worrying anew about how to
keep their own kids out of the line of fire (sidebar “Learning Right
From Wrong"). President Clinton called for a "summit meeting” of -

.. congressional leaders this week to discuss tighter gun-control [aws, like
~ ‘a measure requiring gun dealers to sell weapons with trigger locks. Will

the school shooting, plus yet another random spree in Pennsylvania last .
week (by an angry tenant who killed an apartment mainteriance man and
two strangers at fast-food restaurants), push the debate over the too-easy

. availability of guns toward some concreté laws and voluntary

safeguards? The shooter in Michigan is so young that he will not be -

“charged with a crime, but Kayla's murder will undou btedly be a source

of blame and recrimination for months to come

The search for answers should start with the boy s sordid home life. For
the shooter, home was a shabby two-bedroom house at 1103 Juliah
Street in gritty Mt. Morris Township, near Flint, Mich, Vodka bottles
and car parts littered the yard. Strangers. wandered in and out at all hours
of the night—to buy, sell and use crack cocaine, police suspect. A
blown-out window is covered with a blue tarp. "In the last month we've
been hearing gunshots at midnight and 1 a.m.,"” said Willard Oscar, 36, a
short-order cook who lives next door, as he loaded his car to move his

L farnrly away. "It's the worst house in the nelghborhood "

The boy lived there with his uncle Sir Marcus Winfrey, 21, and another _

man, Jamelle James, 19. The boy slept when he could, on a couch in the

living room. His mother, Tamarla, left him and his 8-year-old brother in”

his uncle's keeping a couple of weeks ago after she had been evicted

- from her own house nearby. "They trashed that house,” said neighbor

Lori Lafond. "The parents were always in the ya.rd cussmg a.nd fighting
and drmkmg .

| The sngn over the door at. the boy s school, Buell Elementary, reads "We :

® our children and we care for their safety.” The drug dealers were so

_ thick outside that at one point last year extra police had to be brought i in |
. to clear a path for children walking home from school. "There's a lot of

o gangs and a lot of drugs in this neighborhood now," says Mike Hogle,

55, aretired GM worker. "When [ grew up here, the neighborhood had a
- lot of working fa.rnilies. Now it's people on welfare."

Kayla Rolland's family is an exception to the rule. Kayla's mother,

" Veronica McQueen, rises early to go to her job at an auto-supply factory.

Her stepfather, Michael McQueen, got Kayla and her brother and sister

~ ready for school each moming. Kayla was a bright student who excelled

at reading. "She was a little tomboy," says family friend Yvonne Young.

" "She really didn't care for Barbies. She'd never wear a dress. She was

just so full of life. We always told her that she was gomg to be the first

woman president."

On the day before she died, Kayla and the boy who shot her excha.nged

© 3/6/2000 7:33 PM
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. words, and he says she slapped him. He wanted to get even by scaring

Kayla—not killing her, he later told policé. So he went home and found
a gun. He didn't have to look very hard. He had seen his uncle's friend
Jamelle twirling a pistol around his finger, investigators say the boy told
them, The weapon was a cheap .32-caliber semiautomatic. The boy

found the weapon under a pile of blankets in the bedroom and hid it. The %
next morning he stuffed the gun, loaded with three bullets, in his trousers

and walked the two blocks to school. He neglected to bring with him his

"Daily Progress Report.” Students are supposed to bring the form, signed
'by a parent or guardian, back to school each day. Police later found the
_ boy's progress report, unsigned, sitting on top of the television set. :

' As his fellow first graders lined up in-the haliWay to head to computer

class just before 10 a.m., he waited in the classroom with a few others,
including Kayla. She had dressed that morni ng in her favorite blue jeans,
a flowered shirt and pink boots, and pulled her shoulder-length hair into
a purple "scrunchy.” When their teacher, Alicia Judd, went out into.the
hall to settle the children, the boy pulled out the gun, swung it toward

two other girls and finally leveled it at Kayla. "I don't like you," he said, :
“and pulled the trigger. The bullet tore through Kayla's chest, piercing her

heart. She slumped to the floor next to her desk. "There was a splash of
blood all over the floor and she said, 'I'm dying'," her classmate Haili

Durbin, 6, told NEWSWEEK. "Then Kayla didn't talk anymore. She had ;

her eyes closed !

" 'When the shot rang out, MISS Judd ran back 1nto her classroom and

frantically called 911 on her cell phone. Kayla was bleeding profusely
when the paramedics arrived. At the hospital, her mother, Veronica,
rushed in from work, expecting a broken arm or some schoolyard injury.

" Told that Kayla had passed away, she threw herself against the wall and

shrieked, "Where's my baby?” Led into the trauma room to see the body,
dressed in a white hospital gown trimmed:with teddy bears, she. broke
down again, hugging the dead child and begging, "Please wake up."

After he shot Kayla, the boy put the guﬁh in his desk and ran into the
hallway, where he was caught by school officials, Taken to the police

- .station, the boy shooter casually told his story to investigators,

apparently showing little remorse. "1 don't think he understood that

~ pulling the trigger kills," said Genesee County prosecutor Arthur Busch.
- "He appeared to take this as, "Well, this just kinda happens on '

television'." After his interro gaﬁon, the boy sat in his chair, drawing
pictures (police did not say of what). Because a judge is unlikely to find
that the boy had the requisite criminal "intent" to be charged with the

- shooting, the authorities had to look elsewhere to appoint blame. A

police raid on his uncle's house on Juliah Stréet turned up a stolen
12-gauge shotgun and some crack cocaine. The pisto] used in the

~ shooting was also stolen; police believe that the gun probably came into

the house as payment for drugs. On Thursday, police arrested Jamelle
James and charged him with involuntary manslaughter for providing the

boy with the gun. He pleaded not guilty. The boy's mother, Tamarla, was

accused of neglect because, according to the authorities, she knew
"marijuana was bemg smoked daily" in her brother s house

Haunted by the shooting, some chlldren don't want to rev1snt the scene of
'~ the crime. "My son is scared to death to go back to school,” says Lot - &

Lafond. "He's just terrified. He says, 'Mom, what if it happens to me?' I-

‘don't know what to tell him." School authorities are unsure what to do.

3/6/2000 7:33 PM


http:parent.or

L’

‘Newsweek.com: Newsweek US Edition: Nation: Did Kayla Have to Dib¥p://www.newsweek.com/nw-srv/printed/us/na/al 7088-2000marS htm

There is talk of metal detectors and sealmg up Room 6, where the ., : e
- shooting took place. :

Inevitably, the lawyers arrived on the scene. Representing Kayla's B
mother, Veronica McQueen, J. Dallas Winegarden Jr. announced that the f
family was "devastated" by the tragedy. Kayla's biological father; Ricky
Rolland, hired Geoffrey Fieger, who represented Dr. Jack Kevorkian as f
- well as Nathaniel Abraham, a 13-year-old'tried for murder as an adultin §
Michigan. Fieger said he would begin aninvestigation "not just to sue | o
“someone" but because, he said, "I'm interested in social justice." _ 0

- Conceivably, the boy could be back at Buell Elementary before the end =
. of the year. Because he is so young, school rules only allow fora
maximum suspension of 80 days. That may be too.soon for his -
‘classmates and their parents, who are sure to protest. Last weekend
- thousands of mourners said goodbye to little Kayla, -as she lay in her tiny
white coffin in her blue jeans, surrounded by teddy bears. The boy's -
future is uncertain, to say the least. He is temporarily in the custody of -~ &
his-aunt, while the court system decides on whether he can be reunitéd -
with either parent. More likely, he will enter a maze of social services
. faced with the difficult task of turmng a casual killer back into a little
boy : :

erh Joan Raymand in Flmt - | B
©2000Newsweek Inc. - o _ K

Back to the tog

4of4 I : o - ~3/672000 7:33 PM


http:justice.1O

 March2,2000

Ms. Veronica Anne McQu_een
1208 W. Princeton Avenue
- Flint, Michigan 48505

-Dear Ms. McQueen: :

I am wntmg to extend our heartfelt condolences on the recent death of your daughter Kayla '
. Rolland. Although there is very little we can say to ease the pain you are feeling, on behalf of the

" Attorney General and the staff of the Offfice for Victims of Crime (OVC) we want you to know that we

are deeply saddened by this tragedy. We have made several efforts to assure assistance is available to-
you and to Kayla’s school community in the aftermath of this terrible tragedy. We thought it might.
provide some small degree of relief to you if we took this opportumty to let you know about some of the
_resources avallable to assist you : -

. The Depariment of Community Health, Crime Victims Services Commission admlmsters the
state crime victim compensation program and v1et1m assistance services program in Mlchlgan The
victim compensation program provides financial assistance to victims of crime and surviving family

-members of crime victims for out-of-pocket expenses related to a victimization. This includes assistance
~ covering cost such as funeral expenses, lost wages, and medical and mental health counseling expenses '
Through the victim assistance services program community-based agencies are funded by the Crlme
Victim Servnees Commlssmn to prov1de a w1de ra.nge of assistance to crime victims.

Both of these programs are overseen by Mr. Miehael L. Full_wopd and he has identified several -
programs in your community that stand ready to offer assistance to you. This assistance includes help in -
obtaining crime victim compensation benefits, criminal justice advocacy to assist you in providing and

_securing information to law enforcement and prosecutors, information and referral services, and
intervention with creditors and employers as necessary, as well as a host of other support. If you wish to
contact Mr. Fullwood or Leslie O’ Reilly of his staff directly for more speelﬁc mformatlon about senrlees
and resources avallable to you please call 517/373- 0979

_ We realize that these are very dlff' cult tlmes for you and.ydur family. Please know that we stand
ready to work closely with the Crime Victims Sennees Commlssmn to offer assistance to you and your -
family. :

S-incerely,l k

Kathryn M. Turman
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Director

Michael Fullwood, Diréctor -
Crime Victims Services Commlssmn '

Arthur A Busch Prosecutmg Attomey
Genesee County -

Lt. Roblnson :
Mt. Morns Townshlp Police Department _



No, Michigan does not have a CAP faw per this excerpt [tom Fandgun Control's
1999 Stute Grades.

Michigan ;
Michigan received a C- because it failed to enact stricter laws this year while
coming dangerously close to weakening existing gun laws. The Michigan House,
under mtense pressure from the gun lobby, passed a very liberal concealed

handgun hill on May 18 and the Senate passed their version on May 26. Governor
Engler had indicated a willingness to sign the legislation despite strong opposition
from the public -- 80% according to a poll in the June |, 1999 Detroit News. These
bills are now apparently stopped from further consideration. In addition, Michigan
docs nol allow cities and counties to enact gun violence prevention legislation, and
does not have a Child Access Prevention law, In 1996, 158 t,hlldl en and teenagers
in Michigan died as a result of firearms.
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