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24 March 2000

The Honorable

Bruce Reed

Assistant to the President for Domestlc Pohcy
Executive Office of the President

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
WASHINGTON DC. 20500

Dear M}R‘tfd :

Recently the Australian Attorney-General, the Hoflourable Daryl Williams,
wrote to the President of the National Rifle- Association (NRA), Mr Chariton
Heston, about the misrepresentation of Australian jstatistics in the NRA’s
advertising campaign. )

The gun laws of the United States, of course, are matters for US citizens and the
US Government. Australia does not seek to be involved in the current US .
debate. ' ‘! '
Nevertheless, my Government has felt compelled;to-correct the record in light of
the misrepresentations' made by the NRA of the Australian experience.

Yours sincerély | | ' ‘
- |

Michael Thawley |




The Hon Dary! Williams AM QC MP W Attorney-General

Mr Chariton Heston

President

National Rifle Association of America
11250 Waples Mill Road 2 2 MAR 2000
Fairfax VA 22030
UNITED STATES

Dear Mr Heston

[ have been made aware that the National Rifle Association of America is using
Australian crime statistics to argue that gun controls are ineffective. I am concerned
that you are using misleading statistics to make your caise

The iatest figures that are available in Australia on the use of firearms in crime come
from the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS). These fi 1gures show that firearms are
being used less often in murder, attempted murder, assault, sexual assault and armed
robbery in 1998 compared with 1997, [

In particular, you may be interested to know that the ﬁg|ures show that homicides
with a firearm decreased from 99 in 1996 to 54 in 1998.1 The 1996 figures include the
35 people tragically killed by one gunman using military-style weapons in Port
Arthur, The number of murders mvolvmg a firearm is now lower than at any time
since 1994. l

Research from the Australian Institute of Criminology also indicates that the number
of firearm-related deaths decreased from 523 to 438 between 1996 and 1997.

At the tume of the release of the ABS report last year the\Govemmcnt emphasised that
it was still too early to fully evaluate the impact of the Federal Government’s
initiatives to reduce the number of firearms in the community. However, the figures
are encouraging. The national firearms agreement has succeeded in removing more
than 640,000 dangerous weapons from circulation in the, community,

There are many things that Australia can leam from the United States. How to L / |

© manage firearm ownership is not one of them. The 54 firearm-related homicides in

Australia in 1998 equate to a rate of onlty 0.28 per 100 000 people. [ have been
advised that this compares to a rate which is in the order of 4 per 100,000 in the
United States.

Now that you have the facts, [ request that you withdraw immediately the misleading
information from your latest campaign. . '

Yours sincerely

Qg Whhdisness

DARYL WILLIAMS

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 « Telephone (02) 6277 7300 « Fax {02) 6273 4162
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Letters to the Editor y Y M
Chicago Tribune ' _ - '

Chicago, IL. ~ -

Via Fax: 312/222-2598

Dear Editor:

The leadership of the Nationsl Rifle Asseciation (NRA) bas once again hit 2 new
low. Wayne LaPierre, the NRA's Exccutive Vice President and national spokesperson,
appeared ou national television on Sunday to accuse the President of the United States of
promoting violence. This is what he said about the President on ABC’s This Week, “Tve
come to believe that he needs a certain level of violence in this country. He's w111mg to
accept a certain level of killing to further his political|agenda and his vice president too,”

This prepostemus and sick accusatmn 1S gne of the most egregmus charges ever
- leveled by the NRA's leadership. What is e going to do next -- accuge school grief

counselors of mmtmg more s::hool shootmgs 50 they ;.'~|.an have more business?

_ In a findraising letter in 1995, LaPierre deacribed federal agents as “jack-booted
poverninent thugs” wearing “Nazi bucket helmets and bleck storm trooper umfnrms to
attack law-abiding citizens.” At that time, Pregsident Bush tumed in, and rightfully so, his
lifetime membership card to the NRA in protest of LaPiexre"s letter.

I believe LéPierré has a Jot of explaining to do to the NRA's three million
members and to the American people.

Thirteen children die sach day from gun violence. To their grieving parenta,
LaPiere ia s3ying it’s not the guns; it’s the President. N'RA members, I invite you to
reject that nonsenss, and instead join the Presidetit and the vast majority of Americens in
support of cornmon sense gun safety laws, )

Sineeraly,

| ;anSch owsky '!

Member of Congress

1
l
l

E-MAIL: lan . schtkowrky & mail house. gay
@. "o,
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Record Type: Record

To:. . Anna RichierfOPD/EOP@EOP |
ce:  Leanne A. Shimabukuro/OPD/EQP@EQP, Deanne E. Benos!OPDIEOP@EOP Bruce N,
Reed/OPD/IECP@ECP .

Subject: atlanta revised

Anna -- pls send down ta press oﬁ'ce $0 they have it handy. | canii attach for some reason, so | pasted in.
Thanks. .

Atlanta Shooting
Question and Answer
March 20, 2000

Q:  The NRA claims that in last week’s Atlanta shooting of a sherlff”s deputy, the
federal government was derelict in failing to prosecute the alleged shooter, H. Rap
Brown, in 1995 -- despite pleas from the local authorities| for a federal prosecution. What
is your response to thls charge?

A This is simply more heated rhetoric by the NRA. It is lmportant to note that the facts
are continuing to unfold in last week's shooting in Atlanta. But regarding the 1995 charge,
while it is true that H. Rap Brown was accused of shooting and injuring an individual, there
were significant evidentiary problems that led prosecutors not to pursue the case (most
notably, the victim later publicly recanted, stating that Brown was not in fact the perpetrator).

In any event, it is ironic that the NRA is now raising the importance of protecting police
officers from harm. It has been reported that the weapon used in the Atlanta shooting may
have been an assault weapon, and that the ammunition used in the shooting pierced the
bulletproof vest worn by the officer. For the record, the NRA opposed the Administration and
law erifofcement when we passed assault weapons ban. And|they opposed us in our fight to
ban cop killer bullets that can penetrate body armor. The NRA has a lot of nerve blaming us
for this tragedy when they’ve stood against us and law enforcement in trying to do more to
protect cops.
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Remarks of James Jay Baker -
Executive Director, NRA Institute for Leglslatwe Action
Before the Qutdoor Writers Association. of America
Sioux Falls, South Dakota -- June 23, 1999

Good morhing, everyone, and thank you for the kind introduction. | appreciate the
invitation to come speak here today, and believe me, it's a relief to get out of
Washington after the past couple of weeks.

| am proud to be a long-time member of the Outdcor Writers' Association myself. The
publishers of Shooting Times have been gracious enough to give me a monthly
personal scapbox for nearly ten years now, and while very little of what | write about
takes place outdoors, our work certainly does have |mpltcatlons for all hunters,
conservationists, and aficionados of the shooting

sports.

| know that many of you have seen, read or heard about the speech recently given by
NRA's president, Charlton Heston, at Harvard University, entitled "The Culiure Wars."
I'm here to provide an update from the froni, where we have now moved '
beyond the paoint where the issue is purely one of rhetoric. Last Friday's Washington
Post accurately described the situation, for once, with the following headline: "Culture
Wars Erupt in Debate on Capitol Hill."

I've spent the last six weeks in the trenches of this cuitural war, in the context of
congressional debate over juvenile justice iegislation. While the House of
Representatives voted last Friday to kill the entire package of firearm restrictions, it's not
the end of the battle, It's just the beginning, not of a battle but of a war, to eliminate the
entire culture of hunting, shooting, and wiidlife conservation.

I can tell what you're thinking -~ this is starting to sound like an apoplectic fundraiser
mailing. But | wouldn't be here today if | didn't know, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that
we are facing a concerted effort to eliminate the fuli range of freedoms and

traditions that your industry chronicles. | alsc wouldn't be here today uniess | felt that
you had a pivotal role to play, and that our time is quickly running out.

Bill Clinton himself fired the opening shots. Immediately after the tragedy in Littleton, he
hosted a media production to justify his only policy response to the tragedy -- an
enormous package of firearm restrictions that his Administration has not otherwise
been unable to ramrod through the Congress

Not for any lack of trying. In the cold, purely political caiculus of the White House, .
Littieton merely provided a convenient opening to try again. And in protesting the efforts
of any who might disagree with his agenda, Bill Clinton uttered perhaps the

“most chillingly honest words we have ever heard from him, when he said "The problem
is, we have another culture in our country ... When there are no constituents for this
movement {of hunting and sport shooting), the movement will evaporate.”



"Evaporate." No longer is the anti-gun, anti-hunting movement satisfied to chip away at
our rights and freedoms by isolating individual sports, firearms, and hunting practices for
attack. We have now been identified as the nexi targets of a social war, in

which the singular goal is the elimination of the movement. By movement, they mean .
you, me and millions of other individuals who only want to protect our heritage. '

Those who want nothing less than the end of cur hunting and shooting have many
assets on their side, and we saw many of them in play during Senate debate over the
juvenile justice bill. The ever-increasing number, and increasingly pervasive .
influence, of media delivery methods -- from 24-Hour news to the Internet -- have
shortened the news cycle to a point where it has withered the collective attention span
of America. '

Votes can be taken in the Congress, while Bili Clinton offers running commentary from -
the Rose Garden and the pundits analyze debate over buzzwords that have yet to be -
defined, ali in the space of minutes. Flash polls are taken and their methodological

faults are lost in the next wave of breathless commentary. Media figures like Rosie
O'Donnell manipulate their audiences for personal political agendas, driving a
complacent viewing public to undertake any action that can be quickly copied-off the _
screen -- the same screen that now presents, for many Americans, their only pipeline to
a world beyond the running range of their minivan. Enormous issues of national policy
can be, and often are, decided in less time that it takes you or | to scout a deer trail.

These were the factors in play when the Senate spent nearly two weeks stampeding
over the most fashionable issues in the current anti-gun agenda. Even whiie advocates
of gun control brazenly admitted that the issues had nothing to do with Littleton,
~several members of the Senate beat hasty retreats from long-standing records of
support for America’s gun owners.

President Clinton gleefully orchestrated the stampede, feeding the eager cameras a
constant stream of sanctimony. The media played its designated role, rushlng headlong
to the Senate press gallery every time another politico rattled off a

focus-group-tested sound bite invoking the victims of the aberrational violence that
haunted Littteton, and then Conyers, Georgia. The results of this deafening rush to
judgment were easy to predict -- the Senate abandoned rational debate and

rushed to safe harbor from the media onslaught, by doing what Clinton told them to do.
It's no coincidence that many of the legislative provisions currently under debate focus
on restricting youth access to firearms. But the perpetrators of Littleton

were violent aberrations, anomalies against a backdrop of millions of young Americans
who have handle firearms responsibly every day.

When Hiliary Clinton decreed that, "Children and guns don't even belong in the same
sentence,” she insulted the millions of American families who live in America's open
spaces, teaching their children the noble traits of responsibility, safety, and '
self-sufficiency by tutoring them in marksmanship, conservation, and gun safety.



This backhanded assault on generations cf tradition and American' heritage was
parroted by the media, compleie with the iatest poll results that predictably show
agreement with the agenda the pollster has been instructed to corroborate, And they
know the power of language -- just as buzzwords like "assault weapons" and "coep killer
bullets" were invented to justify plain old gun control proposals, so now they have
hijacked the term "gun safety” to describe anything but.

~ Just as predictably, every complicated new restriction was put forth as somehow
necessary "for the children." This shameless bit of rhetorical sleight-of-hand is quite
intentional, meant to shame the opposition into guilty retreat. Who could be against the
children? Yet the selfish adoption of these anonymous children reflects an attitude that
is alarmingly elitist. What about our children?. In effect, we are being told that we are a
dangerous infiluence to our own flesh and blood. That by passing along our '
traditions of responsibility, self-retiance and stewardship for the land; we are leading our
children astray into a dark netherworld of poisonous violence. The same netherworld, by
the way, that is daily portrayed as entertainment by the same media

conglomerates that drive the anti-gun agenda. -~

In truth, it is-about the children - it's about driving them away from the outdoor life that
we cherish so deeply, by filling suburban society with a deep and pervading suspicion of
all the outdoor traditions that we have enjoyed since we landed on this continent.

Not long ago, | received a letter from a ‘I‘I-year old girl, an asplnng ‘hunter in California.
The note she sent me read: _

"Dear Owner of the NRA:

"I'ma concefned citizen about this gun issue between you and Bill Clinton. Would
you do me a favar and read this to h|m’> If you would like to.look it over, that’s fine with
me."

Here's what it said:

"Dear Bill Clinton: | would just like to point something out to you" Guns cannot get up,
walk around fifing at every human being. Just because some idiot decides to seill a gun
to a minor, and the minor goes to school and shoots somebody doesn t mean you
should punish the whoie country.

"Sincerely,

"An extreme!y mad cmzen soon {0 be twelve and a young Iady with a hunting
. license."



This indignant little gir is the target of the culture wars, and she knows it. Inevitably, the’
culture war is also about demographics. The nature of change in our society is
relentless and implacabte, and for the past several decades we have

watched the sprawl of strip malls, townhouses and parking lots consume enormous
amounts of wildlife habitat. While we take comfort in the seemingly endless reach-and
bounty of our open spaces, we must also recognize that societal attitudes are )
moving far beyond the clear evidence of construction debris that progressively litters the
landscape. The effort tc-eliminate our traditions, to evaporate cur mevement, pervades
our entire nation.

Many pundits attempt to paint the gun contrc! debate as one purely of party, and it is
true that Bill Clinton has successfully dragged his party apparatus to the fringes of the =
gun control debate. Yet we saw in the House that many Democrats will defy .
their president to stand in support of our cutdoor traditions, and that many Republicans
will sacrifice loyalty to their leadership to attack these same traditions. These

differences are not rooted in party, personality, or ideclogy -- they are a direct reflection
of the land, and of the people who cast the votes that elect individuals to represent them
in national debate. Rural representatives are still attuned to our heritage, while '
suburban representatives are increasingly antagonistic to it.

But the changes in our society are moving numbers between the categories. Next year,
our nation will undertake the census, and the numbers will move yet further. And they
are not moving in our faver. The effects of this census in re-ailocating congressmnal
seats in the redistricting process will be enormous.

Fifty seats is a conservative estimate of the number of seats in the House that could.be
ripped from our margin of pro-gun rural or exurban representatives and handed to urban
or suburban representatives who care more about urban grant money .

than opening day. :

The rash of municipal lawsuits attacking the gun industiry is another symptom of the
trend. Lacking the resources, or perhaps the motivation, to reduce crime by rigorously
prosecuting criminals, big city mayors have decided to shift the blame to an

industry that few of their voters identify with. Some of this is purely pragmatic --
individual criminals are hard to find, and often quite dangercus. The gun industry, on the
other hand, is easy to find and easier yet to demonize. Suing a lawful industry is also
a guaranteed path to headlines and cameras, and while few urban citizens see any
merit to punishing innocent, highly regulated industries, neither do they see any threat.

To date, we have been successful in persuading 12 state legislatures and governors
that these lawsuits are indeed an enormous threat to our system of jurisprudence, and
they have responded by enacting legislation that prohibits such reckless, frivolous
lawsuits. But this campaign tracks the underlying problem of politics based in geography
-- many of the states to pass such Ieglslatlon not only did not harbor lawsuits, they
barely contain any cities. _



So this threat will continue, until enough of the lawsuits are dismissed that the litigation
craze becomes yet another postscript to history. Or until the craze reaches enough
industries and voters to motivate the Congress to pass such legisiation on a national
level, With a trial fawyer and his wife serving in the Whife House, thus isn't tlkely to
happen in the next two years.

The larger threat is not that the gun industry will be driven inte bankruptcy, but that.out
political dialogue witl beécome bankrupt instead. The demographic changes in society
are helping those who wish to drive out dissent, and govern by finger in the wind.
Hundreds of polls per day flow through the nation's capital, and this endless stream of
misinformed opinions and biased analyses stains our political debate with what can only
be calied censorship. Those who dare to disagree with the conventional wisdom of the
moment are labeled extremist and out-of-touch, while those whe can cite a poll
manipulated to provide fifty-percent-plus-one in support of their agenda wave thelr
imaginary mandates like stone tablets handed down frem the

Mount.’

The attitude that any citizen who picks up their phone should have a role in deciding
national policy threatens to displace our cherished system of government with a
pervasive tyranny of the majority. This specter grows even more alarming when the
majority consists purely of voters and citizens who have no exposure to our way of life ~-
a situation that comes closer every day.

The implications of this shift go far beyond the difficulty of finding your next great
hunting spot or fishing hole.”At one point during the recent congressional debate, a
Democratic party leader declared that it was time to sacrifice the rurat districts in

order to better appeal to the swelling hordes of suburban voters. Congressman Patrick
Kennedy, Democrat of Rhode Island is the chairman of the Democratic Congressional
Campaign Committee, and he didn't mince words when he said "We have -

written off the rural areas." For me, however, the truly frightening moment came when a
high ranking Republican strategist confided that some in their party were entertaining
the same thoughts.

These attitudes are not particularly sinister or malevolent -- politics is a game of
numbers. The vote you saw the House take iast Friday was not a repudiation of the
societal changes, but a reflection of them -- dozens of anti-gun Democrats voted to
sink the gun control package because they would rather have an issue than a bill. They
plan to horrify suburban votes with the specter of anonymous youth violence, allegediy
perpetrated through sinister "Ioophoies that they will blame Republicans for
preserwng

Everything that's left of our rights and freedoms have now become "loopholes” in the:
newspeak of suburban palitics, in the callous confidence that few voters in swing
districts know any better. Next fall, 30-second attack commercials will blaze

through our hometowns, driving poll numbers in wild swings that will threaten to unseat
pro-gun representatives. All while you.and | are scouting the nearest deer traif.



But we are not powerless against this relentless cultural crusade. In fact, as cutdoor
writers, you are uniquely well-positioned to combat it. .

Your work -- your writings, photography, and ingrained appreciation for the traditions
that are at risk of evaporating — these are al! in the front lines of this battle. Many of you
already reach beyond trade publications in your work, and you can all seek out new
opportunities to do so. Use your work not only to inform, but to recruit. Share the
magnificence of our open spaces with those who may have never been there, and you
will have the power to protect our heritage. Consider yourselves ambassadors to the
increasing numbers of Americans who have never had the pleasure of being exposed to
our traditions and the outdoor way of life.

But frankly, many outdoor. writers miss this enormous opportunity, by writing largely
technical articles that are of great use to accomplished sportsmen but little interest to
anyone else. And even more frankly, | think ali of us could name a colleague or '
peer who is more interested in preserving their favorite deer stand than in bringing new
people intoc our fold. Certainly, there are times that all of us are relieved when we arrive
at the shooting range to find onily a few others. But the range that has few

users today may not be there tomorrow.

| think it's important for all of us to recognize that the camaraderie we enjoy as such as
'big part of the outdoor experience threatens aiso to isolate us from the very people who
can help us, by contributing to exclusionary attitudes against anyone who

is not already part of the great heritage we enjoy ) »

Sol urge you here tocday to ook beyond our traditional boundaries, and to devote at
least a small portion of your work to buiiding our ranks. In all honesty, you are the
canaries in this coal mine -- when public acceptance of the outdoor tradition

shrinks even further, as the declining numbers of hunters and anglers are sure to do,.
your work wil! be the first on the chopping block. We must all work together to explain
the relevance of our heritage to new demographlcs -- by gender and ethnmiy

NatlonW|de women outnumber men, are more pohtlcally actlve ‘and are usually the
parent who has the greatest opportunity {o inculcate children with their value system. In
some states, Hispanics will become the majerity population within a matter of -
years, while in others, rural lands wil! all but disappear within the next decade. We must
be responsive to these changes by taking an actlve role to bring new audiences into our
fold. :

One excellent example of a program to do just that is the "Step Outside" program
sponsored by the National Shooting Sports Foundation, which provides assistance in
setting up events designed to bring new peaople into the shooting sports and the values
of conservation. | urge you to find out more about it, and promote it to the facn||t|es that
you frequent. Then promote the events as widely as you can.



The boldest among you may even decide to sponsor such an event yourself, and NSSF
can give you all the materials and assistance that you need. Just glve them a ring at
their headquarters in Connecticut. -

The étakes here are enormous. Bill Clinton himself said so before the House vote, when
he stated that "the heart and soul of America is on the line.”

Indeed it is, and { plan to do my part | hope you will Jom me. Thank you again for the
opportunity to be here today. _

Copyright 1999, National Rifle Association of America
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NRA Spoofs Clinton, 'Get Smart'

‘Make This Your  To Decry Smart Gun Research
g_::kmhe P?ge . . .
EIé_p;!%!fegrhelp in ' © National Journal Group Inc. -

starting your day with - wednegday, Feb. 2, 2000

NaticnalJoumat.com

~ Job Hunting? The National Rifle Association has been running radio ads
National Jourmnai Group

is hiring. Click here for - in Washington, D.C., and other "targeted markets" saying

gpepgr{zﬁfi&gﬁs President Clinton's plan to fund smart gun research is
throughout the unnecessary and that the focus should be on enforcing
company. existing laws. .

The 60-secorid spots, produced by Edmonds Associates, R%Iﬁﬁ%f
* feature a President Clinton impersonator, who wants "ﬁ?ﬁ'ﬁi%ﬂit" 8
“high-tech gizmos" to keep guns away from criminals.
One ad also parodies the television show “Get.Smart,” and  Click Here For.

Agent 86 says Clinton's plan "doesn't sound very smart to RealAudio™ Of
m% 4 p ry "Smart on Smari”

The ads say Clinton wants to spend $10 million on research for smart guns,
which the NRA calls "untested, unproven technology." They have been
running for a few months in a series of changing spots.

The NRA also ran television commercials in October encouraging the
enforcement of existing laws rather than new ones.

Ad S%otllght has the latest issue/advocacy spots, plus ads from Electlon 2000
candidates :

Script of "Mad Scientist" (Rédio)

ANNOUNCER: Deep inside the White House laboratory,
scientists work furiously to develop a smart gun.

BILL CLINTON: All right, you. I gave you $10 million to
- develop this thing. Now show me how it works!

SCIENTIST: Well, Mr. President, first you get a decoder ring,
then select the frequency punching your number in the ... oh!
Blast. Sorry. It was working a month ago

- CLINTON: You mean this thing 1sn‘t fooiproof? Oh, there $
gotta be a better way. .

1of3 : - 3/3/2000 1:56 PM
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JIM BAKER: This is lim Baker of the National Rifle
Association. Sometimes the best way is the simplest way.

Bill Clinton wants to spend 10 million taxpayer dollars on
so-called smart gun research -- guns that are supposed to not

-function unless the operator is authorized to fire it. But untested,
unproven technology is no substitute for old-fashioned common .

sense. Enforcing our existing gun laws and promoting
responsible gun ownership is the best way to keep guns out of
the wrong hands.

SCIENTIST: Please be careful where you point that thing, Mr.
President. (Yelps} You could hurt someone.

CLINTON: Sorry about that,

ANNOUNCER: Paid for by the National Rifle Association.
Celebnty voices impersonated.

Script of "Smart On Smart" {Radio) -

ANNOUNCER: Agents 99 and 86 on the case. Assignment:
develop a smart gun. First up, the White House.

BILL CLINTON: Come on in! Hey, you figured out my $10
million smart gun yet?

AGENT 86: We're working on it, sir. But first we've got a few
questions.

CLINTON: Shoot! I mean, what do you want to know?

AGENT 86: Well, just exactly what is a smart gun and why do
we need them?

CLINTON: Well, it's high-tech -- you know, some high-tech
gizmo. Secret codes Lasers or somethmg to keep criminals from
shooting guns. . \

AGENT 86: Wouldn't it be easier to keep cnmmals from usmg '
guns by keeping criminals in jail? ‘

CLINTON Well, I'm a high-tech kind of guy. Don't tell me

you're trying to make this a choice between high-tech and
common sense.

AGENT 86: Doesn't sound very smart to me, 99.
AGENT 99: It isn't, 86.

AGENT 86: I better phone this in to the chief right away.
Where's my shoe phone"

AGENT 99: On your foot, 86.

" AGENT 86: Right.

3/3/2000 1:56 PM



ANNOUNCER Tell Congress to spend tax dollars on
enforcement of existing gun laws, not on untested, unproven
technology Call 202-225-3121. 202- 225 3121

Paid for by the Natlonal Rifle Assoc1at1on Celebnty voices
* impersonated.. :

To view the ad, you will need RealPlayerTM G2, which is available for ﬁ-ee
Jrom the Progresszve Networks Web site.

[ E-mail NahonalJoumal.com ]
[Site Tndex | Staff [ Search]
[ Make NafionalJournal.com Your Homepage |
: [ Sign Up For E-Mail Alerts ]

[ anacy Policy | About National Journal Group Inc. ]
Copyright 2000 by National Joumal Group Inc.
1501 M St., NW #300 Washington, DC 20005

202-739-8400 - fax 202-833-8069
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From:  Julia M, Payne on 03!16!200I0 03:53:33 PM
Record Type: Record

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message

ce:
Subject; Nighttine transcript

Battle Between Clinton & NRA
Nightline

Wednesday, March 15, 2000
(This is an unedited, uncorrected transcript.)

Prepared by Burrelle’s Infbrma't_ion' Services, which
takes sole responsibility for accuracy of trénsc_ription

CHRIS WALLACE, ABCNEWS Has the gun Idbby
gone too far?

WAYNE LAPIERRE The key question here for the
president is has he looked into the.eyes of Ricky
Byrdsong’s family, because that blood is on his hands.

I
CHRIS WALLACE Is the White House using gun
control for political purposes? -

JOE LOCKHART The executive vice president of the
NRA made personally just sick charges—leveled sick
charges against the president.

WAYNE LAPIERRE His policies of not enforcing
existing federal gun law are getting people killed.

CHRIS WALLACE Tonight, it's getting ugly. Bil
Clinton vs. the NRA,

ANNOUNCER From ABCNEWS, this is Nightline.
Substituting for Ted Koppet and reporting from
Washington, Chris Wallace,

CHRIS WALLACE Just when it looked like the battle
over gun control couldn’t get any meaner, any mare
personal, it has. Today, one of the heads of the NRA
said the president has blood on his hands from a murder
last summer. We'll get to the merit to that charge in a
moment, ' ' }

As for the president, whose thetoric has been milder only
by comparison; he accused the NRA of devious,
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underhanded trickery. A cynic might say that both sides
are playing politics here, that the president sees a good
issue for the Democrats in November and is pressing it,
and that the NRA sees a way to raise money and
membership and is pressing it. But behind the overheated
fanguage is the very real issue of how best to try to stop
the kilting in America. -

The president says more controls on guns can only help,
but the NRA says there are enough laws on the books
already and that the White House isn't enforcing them.
Here's Nightline’s Michel McQueen, :

MICHEL MCQUEEN, ABCNEWS (VO) The

atmosphere seemed congenial enough at the White
House this morning where the president asked members
of Congress to help him push for new gun laws.

PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON | got a little tickied

over the weekend when they got a little rough with me. |
mean, l—you know, | have so much scar tussue now, |
can’t even feel it. .

MICHEL MCQUEEN {VO} But presidential
spokesman Joe Lockhart was not laughing.

JOE LOCKHART They are filling the airwaves up niow
with millions of dollars of advertisements that are
kindly—can be kindly called {fash. The executive vice
president of the NRA made personally just sick '
charges—leveied sick charges against the president last
week, which, by the way, | haven't seen Mr. Heston or
anyone in the NRA repudiate. T

MICHEL MCQUEEN Lockhart was talking about

what has become an unusually nasty exchange between
the Clinton administration and the National Rifle

- Association, rough stuff even by the standards of an
election year.

CHARLTON HESTON (From NRA commercial) Bill
Clinton says the NRA stands in the way of sensible gun
safety, but the truth is Bill Clinton fought legislation that
requires safety locks on new...

MICHEL MCQUEEN {VO) It started with a natlona!
ad campaign sponsored by the NRA,

CHARLTON HESTON (From NRA commercial) But
now he blames the NRA, Mr. Clinton, when what you
say is wrong, that's a mistake. When you know it's
wrong, that's a lie. Remember?



MICHEL MCQUEEN (VC) Then the battle spilled
onto ABC's Sunday talk show.

BILL CLINTON (From talk show)} And, you know, all
this—this sort of wounded rhetoric by the NRA, given™

" how ruthlessly brutal they were to members who were
brave enough to vate for the Brady Bili and the assault
weapons ban is, you know, these crocodite tears, | don't
think it'll wash with the voters...

SAM DONALDSON Mr. President, ...
BILL CLINTON ..even with Moses reading the script.

MICHEL MCQUEEN (VC) Minutes later, NRA
Executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre lobbed this |
personal attack back at the president. '

WAYNE LAPIERRE | mean, I've come to believe he
needs a cerain level of vinlencs in this country. He's

- willing to accept a certain levet of killing to further his
political agenda. And the vice president, too. | mean,
how eise can you explain thls dishonesty we get out of
the administration?

' MICHEL MCQUEEN (VO) President Clinton has
kept up the fight in public appearances throughcut the
- week. On Monday, in Cleveland...

BILL CLINTON Maybe he really believes this, but if- _
he does, we've got even more trouble than if it's just a
horrible political mistake. '

MICHEL MCQUEEN (VQ}) At a library later the
same day...

BILL CLINTCN Well, he couid say that on television,

| guess. I'd like to see him look into the eyes of littie
-Kayla Rolland's mother and say that or the parents at* .
Columbine or Springfield, Cregon, or Jonesboro,
Arkansas, or the families of those people that were shot -
in Memphls '

MICHEL MCQUEEN (VO) And a fund-raiser in
Chicago that night.

BILL CLINTON [ really regret that the NRA

leader—I guess he was frustrated, and sometimes when
you—when you don’t have a defense for your position,
the best thing {o do is just atlack your opponent. And
that's what he did.

CHARLTON HESTON (Frorn NRA Commerciaf)
Does it bother you that when somebady commits a crime



with a gun, Mr. Clinton pops up on TV with another gun
law?

MICHEL MCQUEEN {VO) The NRA has not been
content to et their ads, 13 in all, speak er themselves._

WAYNE LAPIERRE The NRA is not going to let go
of this issue because...

MICHEL MCQUEEN (VO} Today, in an interview

with ABC’s John Cochran, LaPierre leveled what may -
be his most pointed attack on the president yet, saying
the president had blood on his hands for the shooting
death of Northwestern University's basketbalf coach
Ricky Byrdsong last summer. .

WAYNE LAPIERRE The questicn here is, has the
president looked into the eyes of Ricky Byrdsong'’s
family, because that death is on his hands. Ben Smith -
walked into a gun store on June 23rd, was flagged under
the instant check system, committing a brand new federal
felony right under the president’s nose. The president's
policy did nothing to him except let him walk out the

. door and go home.

MICHEL MCQUEEN The NRA argues that

Benjamin Smith's history of violence—he had been-
arrested for battery and drug use—should have led
authorities to prosecute him after he failed the
background check. But the government says that's
absurd. They say it is simply not feasible to make an
on-the-spot arrest of every individual who fails a gun
store check. Three days later, Smith bought a gun from a
private individual, killed two people, including Byrdsong,

- and wounded nine before killing himself.

VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE Some of those were
fighting words.

MICHEL MCQUEEN (VO) The debate is adding
exira fuel to the election campaign. Vice President Al
Gore has demanded an apology from LaPierre.

AL GORE Anyone who has spent time, as | have many
times, with the families of the victims of gun violence, and
felt the heartache, seen the way gun vioience tears
famnilies apart, couldn't possibly make such a comment.

GOVERNOR GEORGE W BUSH Thank you alf for
coming.

MICHEL MCQUEEN (VO) Republican contender
George W. Bush, whose political backers are more
skeptical of gun control, tried to lower the volume.



GEORGE W BUSH | would hope that we could have
an open and honest discussion about gun enforcement
without calling names.

MICHEL MCQUEEN Lost in the din of this week's

ugly debate is that most Americans agree on a number of
things. First and foremost, they want the killing to stop.
Large majorities support gun control measures, but
ironically they don't give the issue a high pricrity because
they don’t think new laws will do much to stop the
violence, This is Michel McQueen for Nightline in
Washington. '

CHRIS WALLACE When we come back, we’ll be
joined by two wemen who 'know firsthand about gun
violence, but whose views on gun contro! are very
different.

ANNCUNCER This is ABCNEWS: Nightline,
brought to you by...

(Commermal Break)

CHRIS WALLACE Joining us live now from Austin,
Texas, is state legistator Suzanna Hupp.1n 1991, a
gunman cpened fire on patrons eating lunch in a diner
and kilied 24 people, including Ms. Hupp’s parents. And
joining us here in Washington, Congresswoman Carolyn
McCarthy, whose husband was among those killed in
1993 by a gunman on the Long Istand railroad.
Representative Hupp, let's start with the NRA’s rheteric,
which is getting so much attention right now. ‘The
president needs a certain level of violence. He has blood
on his hands.’ Isn't that way over the line?

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPF, REPUBLICAN
TEXAS STATE LEGISLATCR Honestly, | don't
believe it is. Mr. LaPierre was stating his belief, and |
support the First Amendment just as | do the Second.
You know, it seems to me that the NRA has been
placed—set out to be this evil alien empire and, quite
frankly, the NRA is-made up of American citizens like
me who put our money into them and say go forth and
protect our rights. That's what the NRA is.

CHRIS WALLACE But—but blood on his hands? | -
mean, it—what about the fact that Mr. LaPierre
apparently got his facts wrong, and that there was no
way that the federal government could have stopped the
Byrdsong tragedy?’ :

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Well, 1 believe his poini



‘'was that the laws that are currently in effect need to be
upheld; and that's the way [ iook that. | don't think he
was trying to be specific with the federal or state
government.

CHRIS WALLACE But—but blood on his hands is a
pretty ugly phrase. '

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Yes, it is. Yes, it is. But |
think if you go back and look at it, you know,
that's—that’s fighting fire with fire. | don’t really have a
problem with that phrase.

CHRIS WALLACE Congresswoman McCarthy, the

NRA may be a lot of things, but it isn't stupid. Why are -
they talking so tough? What do you think they are getting
out of this? :

REPRESENTATIVE CAROLYN MCCARTHY,
DEMOCRAT, NEW YORK Well, number one, |

think they are looking out for fund-raising so that they
can defeat members like myself come this November.
I'm—I'm sorry that the leadership is taking this course, |
happen fo know a lot of NRA members that don't feel

this way whatsoever, who actually agree on what we're |
trying to do, as far as putting responsibility onto those
gun owners that already have guns, but also trying to
keep guns away from criminals. | personally feel that they
have gone over the line, mainly because there are many
of us in Congress, certainly, trying to reduce gun viclence
in this couniry. And what they say to the president, who |
happen to believe has done the miost he can and in his .
terms to reduce gun violence, they're putting that same
mark on us. And believe me, | am doing everything in the
world to make sure that we can reduce gun violence in
this country. -

CHRIS WALLACE Congresswoman, if you put the
rheteric aside, doesn’'t the NRA have a point about
enforcement? | saw a recent study that indicated the
number of federat weapons cases has dropped recently
by about a third.

CAROLYN MCCARTHY Well, and | happen to

agree, but cne of the things that we should be doing, and
I'm going to be doing that next week, is introducing a bill -
where we'll get financial aid,-hopefully from Congress,
and hopefully the NRA will agree with us, where we’ll

get 500 new alcohol and tobacco so they can trace these
illegal guns, but also have 1,000 more federal
prosecutors, We can always do more to enforce the
laws. N¢ one is saying that we shouldn’t be doing a
better job on that.



SUZANNA GRATIA HUPFP | think many peopte

.agree with, we want—we definitely want to get out there
and enforce the laws that are already currentiy in effect.
There's no doubt about that.

CARQLYN MCCARTHY But what comes back

down toit, the kind of killings that we've seen and
what's been happening in our schools is still the easy -~
access fo guns and certainly having criminals having an
easy fime buying guns.

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Chris, this is where |'ve

got to jump in and say, you know, | keep hearing this
terminology about easy access to guns. And the fact of
the matter is that there's always been far easier access to
guns, and we haven't seen the things that we——that we
are now seeing, we didn't see these things in the past. |
will tell you that | was in that restaurant when my parents
were killed. | was there, and the only thing that the
current iaws, or the laws at that time did, was prevent me
from being able to protect myself and my family. It did
nothing for the guy who went insane and wanted to kill a
lot of pecple.

CHRIS WALLACE Explain that, Representative. How
did the laws prevent you from protecting your family?

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Weli at that time in the
state of Texas, we did not have a concealed carry—any
type of permitting system whatsoever. So, unfortunately,
| along with several other peopie, one of which was
killed and one of which whose wife was killed, our guns .
were out in our cars. The bad guy knew that. He knew
that. It was like walking—I| can begin to tell you how
frustrating it is to feel like you're a fish in a barrel just
waiting for it to be your turn.

CHRIS WAL LACE But Representative, are
you—really.... '

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP You—with—with the
help—you know...

CHRIS WALLACE ...Representative, et me just ask

you a question. Are you really suggesting that the answer
to the gun problem in this country, and | can understand,’
it's a very personal issue for you, not theoretical...

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP CHRIS.WALLACE

...but everyone in that diner, everyone in the classroom,

everyone in every situation, everyone in Congresswoman
" McCarthy's husband's train should have their own gun

and they should all be blasting one another?



SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP No sir. No, sir, of course
not. What | am saying is that a gun is merely a tool that
you should be able to have access to if you so choose to
use it.

CAROLYN MCCARTHY You know, again, anything
that we’re doing is not restricting someone to be able to
own a gun, but { have to disagree as far as everyone
having concealed weapons. You know, in this day and
age where we're seeing tempers flare even more often-
than none, we see road rage on a continuous basis, our
pclice officers do not want people, citizens, to have
concealed weapaons. | think this is only compounding to
the incidents of gun vioclence in this country. You know,
you have to remember, we have many other countries
that don't have the amount of guns that we are now
putting in everybody’ s hands and they certainly don’t
have the incidence... :

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Carolyn—Carolyn, we

don't want to get into statistics. Let’s face i, right now
you and | both know that every state that has enacted
concealed carry, the violent crime that is, crime against
you and |, against individuals, goes down dramatically.
We've seen it.

CAROLYN MCCARTHY This is—this is something...

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP In Australia—in Austratia
they’'ve banned guns and, interestingly,
hand--robberies—armed robberies, even though hand
guns are banned, armed robberies have gone up
dramatically, by 44 percent.

CAROLYN MCCARTHY But why...

CHRIS WALLACE Representative McCarthy, we

have to break in here, Representative Hupp, but
Representative McCarthy | promise 'I'll give you the first
word when we get back. And we'll continue aur
discussion in a moment.

{Commercial Break)

TEXT:

POLL Margin of Error +/- 3. 0% '
Whom do you trust on the issue of gun control?
GORE 47% BUSH 36%

CHRIS WALLACE And we're back again with Texas
legislator Suzanne Hupp and Congresswoman Carolyn
McCarthy. Congresswoman, | want to get back to the
question of enforcement, because it is one of the NRA's
. big issues. Why isn't the federal government doing a



better job of enforcing the laws already on the books?

CAROLYN MCCARTHY Well I'll be vert honest

with you. We started looking into that a couple of
months ago. And, basically, it all comes-down'to, we
don't have the manpower to do if. Now we started
enforcing faws more, as we certainly put more police
officers on the street. Again, I'm saying that next week
we'll be introducing tegislation to put a 1,000 new
prosecutors on the street, 500 more alcohol and
tobacco, 50 they can do the tracing on—with these illegal
guns, where they're coming from. if you understand what
we're saying, we are trying to stop the best way we can
from criminals getting their guns. Not the honest citizen.
They'll still be able to buy their guns, and [ think peaple
have to understand that. But | have to tell you, we're
losing, still, too many people on a daily basis. And over a
year's time, no other country in the world even comes
anywhere near us, not even one-tenth as far as the
killings, and we're actually doing better than we've ever
done before and no one is bringing into the subject on
those that are surviving and what that's costing our
health-care system,

CHRIS WALLACE Representative Hupp, do you
support that extra $280 million in the president’s new
budget to put more prosecutors in the courts, more ATF.
agents on the street?

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Yeah. Well, certainly, off

the top of my head, absolutely. | am in full agreement
with that, Chris, I've got to tell you, 'm a mom, | have a -
four-year-old, | have a one-and-a-half-year-old, and

I've lived it. And | can tell you that the only thing laws
like this do is affect people like me. They don't affect
bad guys. They keep people like me from being able to
protect myself and my family.

CAROLYN MCCARTHY See, | don't agree—|
don't agree with that at all...

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP I've lived it, Caralyn.
I've been there.

CAROLYN MCCARTHY ...because again—but

again you are going to be able to still have your gun. And
I'm saying we should de a better job in making sure and
doing the best we can so criminals don't get guns.

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP [ agree with that,

CAROLYN MCCARTHY Criminals will aiways get
guns.



SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP | agree with that
wholeheartediy. :

CAROLYN MCCARTHY But we can do a better
part of it, but we still... .

CHRIS WALLACE Representative Hupp, let me ask

you about a couple of specific things that the president
has in the legislation that he wants Congress to pass and -
that if hasn't so far, Trigger locks on new guns.

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Yes. Completely against
it. Now... '

CHRIS WALLACE Why?

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Let me explain that.

Again, | have a four-year-old and a ’
one-and-a-half-year-old. | have trigger locks on my

guns, but there are hundreds of thousands of gun owners
that do not have children. When you require a trigger

lock on a gun, what that does is drive the price of a gun
up. That not only ends up being discriminatory but _
potentially racist, because the people that really need the
weapons—the people that tend to be the poor and the '
minorities in the inner cities are the ones that can no
longer afford to purchase cne..

CAROLYN MCCARTHY Wait 2 minute, Number

one, | think that we can see trigger locks—and t've
certainly seen decent trigger locks from the—from the -
prices of $15 to §75. Basically, what we have to
understand, there are so many...

" SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP And, boom, you've
priced it out of the range of a lot of poor people.

CAROLYN MCCARTHY No, I'm sorry. | disagree

with that. And if we see our gun manufacturers actually
get on hoard, guns will be saold with trigger locks. You
have to understand, if we're going to have guns
everywhere across this nation, then it's OK that parents
say to their neighbors, ‘Do you have a gun in that
house?’ We are losing...

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP i've got to tell you...

CAROLYN MCCARTHY ...we are losing too many
chitdren on a daily basis.

CHRIS WALLACE Representative—Representative
Hupp, let me ask you about another one, waiting periods
for people to be able to buy guns?



SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Once again all that does
is hurt the law abiding people. And | think that's been
evidenced over and over and over again. If |...

CAROLYN MCCARTHY How does that hurt

somebody when 90 percent of people when they go
through the instant check automatically get the permission
to buy thelr guns?

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Carolyn...
. CAROLYN MCCARTHY The 10-—the 10 percent...

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP ...Carolyn, he wasn't
talking about insta check, he was talking about a waiting
period. )

CARCLYN MCCARTHY The waiting period
basically is turned over to the instant check unless there
is a red flag, and then yes...

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP | don't have a problem
with the insta check. | have a problem with the waiting -
period. That is what he asked me. !

CAROLYN MCCARTHY Why? Why?.

CHRIS WALLACE But wait, Representative Hupp,

why would you have a problem if it took two days, tet's |
say, to find out if someane had been in a mental
institution or had a criminat record?

CARCLYN MCCARTHY Absalutely.
WALLACE: Don't we all want to'wait for that?

CAROLYN MCCARTHY Absolutely.

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Sir, I—! absolutely

believe in an instant check system, and again I'm telling
you that laws like this only go after law abiding people.
CAROLYN MCCARTHY That's not true.

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP And 1 think that's been
evidenced—it is frue, and if has been shown over and

over...

CARCLYN MCCARTHY That's not true. We have
been abie to stop so many felons from not getting...

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Let me...

CHRIS WALLACE Representative Hupp...



SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP ._let me tell you...

CHRIS WALLACE .Representative Hupp, let’ Ms
McCarthy speak, if you will.

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP-Can I justjump in?

CHRIS WALLACE No, you jumped in before. Let her
speak if you will.

CARQOLYN MCCARTHY You know, 1 have to say,

you know, since the Brady bill was enacted we have
been able to stop so many fetons from getting guns and it
has not hurt the honest citizen. Now those that come up
with a red flag...

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Ma'am, I've...

CARQOLYN MCCARTHY. I'm sorry, you're wrong on
this. We have ali the statistics on that.

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP And that's incorrect.
Again, if you want to look at statistics...

CARQLYN MCCARTHY This is the same thing we
heard when we were trying to get the Brady bill done.
‘Oh, this is going to hurt everybody.' It hasn't hurt
everybady. The normal citizens go and still get their gun.
And you know what?

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP That simply isn't true,
Carolyn )

CAROLYN MCCARTHY Sometimes if there's a .
red—if there's a red flag, what is wrong with waiting two
to three days to be able to get your gun? '

- CHRIS WALLACE Representative Hupp; would you
ptt any limits on guns—any limits at all?

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Well, certainly. | don't

think felons should own guns. Basicaily, 1 think anybody
that can vote, this is where | peg it. Anybody that can
vote, in other words you're of legal age, and you don't
have any felony offenses, and you don't have any mental
illness history, then guess what? Yeah; you can own.

CARGLYN MCCARTHY But we're not stopping any
of those peopie. We're stopping the people with felonies
and mental illness, anybody that has a record, '

“SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Oh, you mean like the
guy that walked into the restaurant | was in and
. murdered a bunch of people?



CAROLYN MCCARTHY Well, we...

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Yeah, we did a great job
of stopping him, Caroclyn.

CAROLYN MCCARTHY That was in...

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Those laws don't affect
those people. '

CAROLYN MCCARTHY ...that was i.n 1983.

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Chris? Chris? Can | go
ahead and make a point here since | let her go for a
minute?

CAROLYN MCCARTHY That was in 1993, we did
not enact the bills at that time.

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP That was in '81. Chris?
Can | go ahead and make... '

CHRIS WALLACE Ycu have about teh seconds, go
ahead Representative Hupp.

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP OK, there was a—I

listened to a gang member one time who somebody
asked him—he was a full-blown gang member and
somebody asked him ‘How do you feel about gun

control laws?" And he came back and he laughed. And
he said ‘The only thing gun conirol laws do is make it not
harder for me to get a gun, it makes it more expensive
for me to get a gun, and that means | have got fo come
out and rob you so | can get it.” "

CHRIS WALLACE Representative Hupp, and I'm
sorry Representative McCarthy, we're going to have to
end it there. We're just flat out of time,

Thank you both very much for joining us tonight.
SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Thank you, Chris. -
CAROLYN MCCARTHY Thank you.

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Thank you very much,
CHRIS WALLACE We appreciate it. And {'ll be back

with a program note in a moment.

(Commercial Break)
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Record T}pe: Record

To: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/ECP@EOP

e Deanne E. Benos/OPD/EOP@EOP
Subject: TX CAP

Signed into law in 1985 by Bush shortly after concealed carry -- probably as penance. Looks like a lower
standard and lower penalties than our version. Deanne summarized the iaw below -- check out the Eddie
Eagle reference.

Forwarded by Leanne A. Shimabukura/OPD/EOP on 03/08/2000 04:10 PM

f DCeanne E. Benas
~ 03/09/2000 03:50:52 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Leanne A. Shimabukuro/OPD/EOP@ECP

cC:
Subject: CAP.

In Texas, a person commits a CAP offense if a child gains access to a readily dischargeable
firearm and the person with "criminal negligence,” meaning: (1) they failed to secure the firearm; or
(2) they left the firearm in a place to which the person knew or should have known the child wouid
gain access. Exceptions include: (1) the child was supervised in lawful firearms activity by an adul¢
older that 18; or {2} usage of the firearm consistéd of lawful defense by the child of people or property;
or (3) the child's access was gained by entering property in violation of this code; or (4) access
occurred during a time when the actor was engaged in agricultural enterprise. (7?7?) The penalty for
violation of Texas' CAP law is a Class C Misdemeanor,” but is elevated to a Class A Misdemeanor if
the child discharges the firearm and causes death or serious injury to himself or another person.
[Checking -- don't know penalties for misdemeanors in Texas.]

The law also includes provisions that; (1} Reguire gun dealers to post signs in their stores saying
"It is unlawful to store, fransport, or abandon an unsecured firearm in a place where children are likely
to be and can obtain access to the firearm;" (2} "Strongly encourage” schools to provide firearms
safety programs from students in kindgarten through 12th grade -- and specific language in the law
says that these school programs must meet the "standards of the NRA's Eddie Eagle Children‘s Gun
Safety Course."
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" Anna Richter ;
03/20/2000 12:26:18 PM -

Recerd Type': Record

To: Eric P. LiWOPD/EOP@EQP, Bruce N. Reed/OF’D;‘EOP@EOP Leanne A. Shlmabukuro!OPD/EOP@EOP
Deanne E. Benos/OPD/ECP@EOP

GC: .
Subject: NRA Ads from last week (released march 13)

Forwarded by Anna RichterfOPD/EQP on 03/20/2000 12:25 PM

‘C/ > Jason H. Schechter
T 03720/2000 12:15:50 PM.

Record Type: Record

To: James E. Kennedy/WHO/EOP@EOP, Anna RichterfOPD/EOP@EOP

cc:
Subject: these are from last week {released march 13). you probably have these already.

Script of "Insult” {TV)

CHARLTON HESTON What an insult, Mr,

.Clinton. You said the NRA is, quote, "against anythmg
that requires anybody to do anything as a member of:
society that helps to make it safer.” {(Scurce: 'The
Today Shew," March 2, 2000)

Are you talking abaout the NRA whaose gun
accident prevention prograrmn has been
,distributed to 12 million schoaol kids? Are you
talkmg about the millions of NRA members who
pay for it all?

If that's the NRA you're talking about, Sir, you
don't know what you're talking about. .

{On screen: Paid for by.the National Rifle
. Association of America)

Script of "NICS" (TV)
CHARLTON HESTON: Bill Clinton says the NRA stands in the

way of sensible gun safety. But it was the NRA who picneered the
criminat background check on gun buyers -- not Bill Clinton. '



So when he says a half milion criminals were stophed from buying
guns, why are almost none prosecuted? He wants criminals turned
away. We want criminals turned in. .
Mr. Clinton, when what you say is wrong, that's a mistake. When
you know it's wrong, that's a lie.

(On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Assomatlon of
America) - '

Script of “Crack House" (TV)

CHARLTON HESTON: When a 6-year-old in a crack house

finds a stolen gun and shoots a schoolmate, the president doesn't
demand gun theft prosecution or busting drug dealers He demands
safety locks.

Don't get me wrong -- nobody Supports safety locks more than the
NRA. But his solution is to give crack house drug dealers ... safety
locks?

Mr. Clinton, when what you say is wrong, that's a mistake. When
you know it's wrong, that's a lie. i

{On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association 6f,
America)

Script of "13 Kids" (TV)

CHARLTON HESTON: Bill Clinton says 13 kids die every day
from gun accidents. That's not only a lie, it's an insult to the 12 miltion
kids who've learned to avoid gun accidents through NRA programs.

The truth is guns are invalved in far fewer accidental childhood
deaths than swimming, about 130 a year. {Sources: National Safety
Council, Injury facts 1999 Edition; Centers for Disease Control,
1997 accidental deaths per 100,000 ages 0-14)

But we won't rest until there are none,

Mr. Clinton, when what you say is wrong, that's a mist'a_ke. When
you know it's wrong, that's a lie. '

{On screen: Paid for by the Natlonal Rlﬂe Association of
America) }

Script of "'i_egislation" (TV)

CHARLTON HESTON: Bili Clinton says the NRA stands in the

way of sensible gun safety. But the truth is Bili Ctinton fought .
legislation that required safety lacks on new firearms, required instant
background checks on gun show buyers and banned gun possess;on
for violent juveniles farever.



That's right. He fought it, but now he blames the NRA.

Mr. Clinton, when what you say is wrong, thaf's a mistake. When
you know it's wrong, that's a lie. Remember?

{On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association of
America) . .

Script of "Criminal Lottery" (TV)

CHARLTON HESTON: Mr. Clinton, before you peddle more gun
laws, let's see if you're enforcing what you've got. Of all federal gun
convictions in 1998, here's a chilling example of how many wentto
prison:

Eight in Sa.n Fréncisco, 14 in New Jersey, nine in Pitisburgh, two in
Washington, D.C. With odds that good, criminals can't iose.
(Source: FBI Uniform Crime Reports 1998)

More laws won't make us safér, more prosecution will -- with a
president who knows the difference.

(On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Assomatlon of
America)

-Script of *Enforcement” (TV)

CHARLTON HESTON: Does it bother you that when someone
commits a crime with a gun, Mr. Clinton pops up on TV with another
gun law? Especially when his admlnlstrahon barety enforces the gun
iaws we have now?

Under Bill Clinton, federat gun prosecutions are half -- half -- of
what they used to be. (On screen: Federal gun prosecutions down
46 percent, 1992-1998) :

Laws don't make you safe. Enforcement does.

Mr. Clinton, when what you say is wrong, that's a mistake. When
you know it's wrong, that's a fie. Remember?

(On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association of
America)

Script of "License Guns" (TV)

CHARLTON HESTON: Mr. Clinton says you should need a
license for Second Amendment freedom. | wonder what our
founding fathers would think of that.

Since criminals won't bother to sign up, your federal gun register
would {ist only honest gun owners, right? So government bureaucrats
would then know who owns what firearms and where they live,



Cur founding fathers knew where that leads us, Mr.' Clinton, even if
you pretend you don't.

{On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association of
America)

Script of "Safety Locks” (TV)

CHARLTON HESTON: If you believed Mr. Clinton, you'd think -

the NRA opposes safety locks on guns. The truth is'NRA is

America's gun safety authority. We support safety locks or storage
safes or whatever safety measure suits your situation. And the truth is
most gun manufacturers are already providing safety locks.

Mr. Clinton, when what you say is wrong, that's a mistake. When
you know it's wrong, that's a lie.

{On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association of
America)

Script of "License Drivers" {TV)

CHARLTCN HESTON Mr. Clinton says, "Let's license guns like
we license cars." But there’s nothing about licensing dnvers that
makes anyone safer, It's for taxation.

Licensing drivers doesn't stop speeders, or sicp drunk drivers, or
even stop unlicensed drivers. Prosecuting bad drivers does that.

So the only reason to license guns is to confiscate them. And that,
Mr. Ciinton, is what you're really driving at.

{On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Assaciation, of
America)

Script of "Other Countries" (TV)

CHARLTON HESTON: Mr. Clinton, you said the reason other
countries have lower gun control death raies is "because they don't
have an NRA in their country " {Source: "The-Today Show,"

March 2, 2000)

With that sweeping slur, you blamed |awful gun owners for the
savage acts of murderers.

Now everyone knows what we've said all along. You want a country
" with na NRA, a country with no Second Amendment. Mr. Clinton, |
the Bill of Rights is not yours to rewrite. Not in America.

(On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association of
America) I

Script of "Mental Records™ (TV)



CHARLTON HESTON: Mr. Clinton, we all agree that guns don't
belong in the hands of people ruled mentally incompetent, So gun
buyer background checks ought to include mental record checks.

Problem is, you say you're for it when you've blocked it at every
turn. That's lie Number One. And you say it takes days, when it can
be done in minutes. That's lie Number Two.

The public deserves criminal and mental record checks on gun
buyers. Not lies. '

(On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association of
America) - o ’

Script of "Budgets" {TV)

CHARLTON HESTON: Mr. Clinton, you say you want instant
background checks on gun buyers. So do we. But you cut it from

your budget.

You say you want instant background checks at gun shows. So do
we, But you cut it from your budget. '

Mr. Clinton, you can't have what you won't p'ay for. And when you -

promise Americans the safety of a system you won't fund, that's not
just playing politics. That's a dangerous lie. :

. {On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association of
America)



NRA’s Today Show Comments
Q&A '
March 3, 2000

On the Today Show this i'llorn_ing,_NRA Execntive Director Wayne LaPierre

stated that the 12 children who die every day in gunfire in America are
violent juvenile street criminals. LaPierre suggested that the President
should not be handling this issue as a safety problem, but as a prosecution
issue. What is your reaction? -

That statement is ridiculous and inappropriate, and it shows how out of touch the
NRA is. Calling every young victim of gun violence a violent criminal is a slap
in the face of every parent who has lost a child to gunfire. Mr. LaPierre and the
NRA should be ashamed of the way-they have insulted the families of Kayla
Rolland, the 12 young victims of the Columbine shooting, and the many other
innocent young victims of gun violence throughout our nation. '

Guns and kids are an all too deadly combination, but the NRA is doing everything

it can to stall the President’s proposals to keep guns out of the wrong hands and
save lives. The NRA has opposed closing the gun show loophole. The NRA has
launched a $20 million ad campaign to punish members of Congress who want to
strengthen our gun laws. Instead of insulting the families of young victims of gun
violence — and using pressure tactics against members of Congress who want to
do the right thing — the NRA should do somethlng constructive and get out of the
way of common-sense gun measures.

As for enforcement, that argument tgo is a red herring: federal gun prosecutions
are up 25 percent in just the last year, and the President has put forward a $280
million initiative to hire 1000 new gun prosecutors and 500 more ATF agents.
We're Strengthemng our enforcement efforts, but we've also got to strengthen the
laws we're enforcing.

GJ.«S’
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Support the Second Amendment -
the National Rifle Association Urges You te
‘Vote “No” on the Lofgren Motion to Instruct
Today!

Rep. Lofgren’s motion to iustract demands a date cexmin deadline for the
Juvenile Justice Conference Comznittee to begin deliberations on H.R. 1501.
Yet at the same tivag, Rep. Lofgren is also demanding that the Housé Conferees
accept nothing less than the Senate-passed vexsion of H.R. 1501,

In a lester, of March 2nd, from Congressmen Gephardt and Bonior, and
signed by Rep. Lofgren and other Members, to Senator Qrrin Hatch, they
demand the following “Such a copference report MUST include gon safety
measnres that are AT LEAST as strong as those passed by the Senate.”

How can Rep. Lofgren expect the House conferess to agres to something

that failed in the Houwse twice already last June (McCarthy and Conyers

. amendments) and will fall again if brought up for a vote? Do they really want

to help address the juvenile crime problem in this munuyoraretheyjust
politcally postixcing in an election year?

There is no reasom to force a deadline m:har than to allow poliical
gtmldstmdmgonmsussﬂthembwsamaheadytryingmmolvemgmdﬁmﬂ:

the National Rifle Assoc:aﬂon Urges You to
Vote “No” Today on the Lofgren Motion
To Instruct Conferees on H.R. 1501

TOTAL F.82

TOTAL P.O1



L dﬁ’ Bruce N. Reed
T 03102/2000 09:12:13 AM -

Record Type: Record

To: betty currie, nancy heroreich
cc: '
Subject: NRA Ad

| mentioned this to the President this morning. [ think he'd be interested in seeing it.
Forwarded by Bruce N. Reed/OFD/EQF -on 03/02/2000 09:12 AM
1

From:  Julia M. Payne on 02/02/2000 11:56:41 AM
Record Type:  Record '

]

To: Thomas L. FreedmanIOPDlEOP@EOP Bruce N. ReediOPDfEOP@EOP ErlcP LiW/OPD/EQP@EQP,
Josl Johnson/WHO/EOP@EOCP

cc: : .

Subject: NRA Ad \

NRA Spoofs Clinton, 'Get Smart'
To Decry Smart Gun Research

@ National Journal Group Inc.
Wednesday, Feb. 2, 2000 °

The National Rifle Association has been
running radio ads in Washington, D.C., and
other “targeted markets" saying President :
Clinton's plan to fund smart gun research is
unnecessary and that the focus should be on
enforcing existing laws.

The 60-second spots, produced by Edmonds !
Associates, feature a President Clinton

impersonator, who wants “high-tech gizmos" to )
keep guns away from criminals. One ad aiso ;
parodies the television show “Get Smart,” and

Agent 86 says Clinton's ptan "doesn't sound

very smart to me."

The ads say Clinton wants to spend $10 mitlion

on research for smart guns, which the NRA calls "untested,
unproven technology." They have been running fora few months in
a series of changing spots.



The NRA also ran television commercials in Ociober encouraging
the enforcement of existing laws rather than new ones.

Ad Spotlight has the latest issue/advocacy spots, plus ads from
Election 2000 candidates.

Script of "Mad Scientist" (Radig)

ANNOUNCER: Deep inside thé White House
laboratory, scientists work furiously to develop a smart
gun.

BILL CLINTON: All right, you. | gave you $10
millien to develop this thing. Now show me how it:
works! !

SCIENTIST: Well, Mr. President, first you geta
decoder ring, then select the frequency punching your
number in the ... oh! Biast. Sorry. it was working a
month ago.

CLINTON: You mean this thing isn’t foolproof? Obh,
there's gotta be a better way.

JIM BAKER: This is Jim Baker of the National Riflé
Association. Sometimes the best way is the simplest
way. '
Bill Clinton wants to spend 10 miliion {axpayer doliars
on so-called smart gun research -- guns that are
supposed to not function unless the operator is
authorized to fire it. But untested, unproven technology
is no substitute for old-fashioned common sense.
Enforcing our existing gun laws and promoting
responsible gun ownership is the best way to keep
guns out of the wrong hands. .

SCIENTIST: Please be careful. where you point tha',t
thing, Mr. President. (Yelps) You could hurt someone.

CLINTON: Sorry about that. !

ANNOUNCER: Paid for by the Nationat Rifle
Associalion. Celebrity voices impersonated.

Script of "Smart On Smart" {Radio)
ANNOUNCER: Agents 99 and 86 on the case.
Assignment: develop a smart gun. First up, the White
House. : - '

BILL CLINTON: Come on ini Hey, you figured out ' .
my $10 million smart gun yet? '



AGENT 86: We're working on it, sir. But f‘rst we ve
got a few questions.

CLINTON: Shoot! | mean, what do you want to
know?

AGENT 86: Well, just exactly what is a smart guni
and why do we need them? .

CLINTON: Well, it's high-tech -- you know, some
high-tech gizmo. Secret codes. Lasers or some!h:ng to
keep criminals from shooting guns. -

AGENT.86: Wouldn't it be easier to keep crlmlnals
from using guns by keeping criminals injail?

CLINTON: Well, I'm a high-tech kind of guy. Don't
tell me you're trying to make this a choice between -
high-tech and cormmon sense. '

. AGENT 86: Doesn't sound very smart to me, 99. -

AGENT 99: Itisn't, 86.

AGENT 88: | better phone this in to the chief right.
away. Where’s my shoe phone?

AGENT 98: Cn your foot, 86,

AGENT 88: Right.
ANNOUNCER: Teil Congress to spend tax doliars
on enforcement of existing gun laws, not on untested,
unpraven technology. Call 202-225-3121. |
202.225-3121. ,
Paid for by the National Rifle Association. Celebrlty
voices impersonated.
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Record Type: Record

To:
ce:

Subject:

Joel:

Joe! Johnson/WHO/EOP@EQP

See the distribution list at the bottomn of this message
juvie bill '

Bruce asked me o send to you the attached summary of what the House and Senate passed on the

~ juvenile bilis. We drafted the attached intemal summary-shortly after the House passed the bill iast
June. Many of the more troublesome provisions were passed as House floor amendments. Among
some of the key non-firearms provisions passed by the House and Senate include: '

$500 million juvenile accountability block grant to fund the construction of juvenile corrections
facilities, prosecutors and other court personnel, mental health screenlng and services, and
character education;

reauthorization of the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention which includes
a preservation of "core mandates" to require states to keep juveniles separate from adult inmates
(but Senate weakens one major mandate by deleting language requmng states to reduce
disproportionate confinement of minority youth "DMC"); ¢

reforms to federal juvenile justice system that provide greater pfosecutorial discretion to try
juventles as adults for certain violent crimes, and give greater access to juvenile records;

religious expression in schools to support religious memorial services on schooi property,
allow states to display the FTen Commandments in schools;and public buildings (House pravision),
and bar plaintiffs from recoupoing attorneys fees in certain. Estabhshment Caluse lawsuits (House
provision);

media violence to require schools that receive the FCC "E rate” to equip their computers with
filtering software (House provision); ' o

miscellaneous House provisions: amend IDEA to allow schoo officials to expel disabled
students for bringing a firearm to school; Aimee's Law to require states to require states
responsible for releasing certain repeat offenders {0 pay for their incarceration if they commit
crimes in other states; and a "two strlkes provision for sex'offenders who commit crimes against

_children.

The attached document provides more detail on these provisiohs. | have aiso attached the letter we
sent to Staff Secretary last night. Please let me know if you need anything else.

Thanks,
Leanne
6-5574



Summary of Key Provisions in Juvenile Crime Bills Passed by Congress

Juvenile Accountability Block Grant: At the heart of the House and Senate juvenile crime
bills is the $1.5 billion Juvenile Accountability Block Grant(JABG). The JABG authorizes $500
million over each of the next 3 years to promote graduated sanctions for juvenile offenders, and
to help build juvenile corrections facilities. Unlike previous versions, the JABG also funds a
range of other activities and has strong bipartisan support. Funds can now be spent on: more -
prosecutors, probation officers and court personnel; drug and gun courts; information-sharing
programs; mental health screening and treatment; confidential, toli-free hotlines for students; and
character education. We should strongly support the current version of the JABG in conference,

- but we should also be aware that it will be difficult to fully fund the JABG during appropriations.
Over the past 2 years Congress has funded a similar juvenile:block grant at about haif this leve},
and the current Senate appropriations bill only includes $100 million for the JABG.

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention: Both the House and Senate bills
reauthorize the Justice Department’s Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
(OIIDP), which provides grants to states to improve their juvenile justice systems and prevent
juvenile crime. The Senate version also includes a new $200 million block grant dedicated to
prevention activities, as well as a series of smaller programs that target gangs, early childhood
training, altemative education, and improved parenting. We $uppon all of these provisions.

Generally, both bills also preserve the “core mandates” in federal law that require states to keep
juveniles offenders separate from adult inmates. This is a big victory for Democrats, and
represents a significant shift in Republicans’ previous position. However, the Senate bill does
make one major change to these protections: it deletes the language in current law requiring
states to work to reduce the disproportionate confinement of mmonty youth. We w111 need to
work to amend this language in conference. ;

Reforms to l'ederal juvenile justice system: The House and Senate bills also include a number
of changes to the federal juvenile justice system. As with the' Administration’s juvenile crime
bill, both bills provide law enforcement access to certain juvenile records, allow prosecutors {not
judges) to determine whether juveniles who commiit serious violent crimes should be tried as
adults, and expand the list of crimes for which juveniles can be charged as adults. However, we
have since worked with Senator Leahy to moderate these prox:fisions by: (1) clarifying that only
in very limited circumstances should juvenile cases be prosecuted at the federal level; and (2)
providing for a “reverse waiver” that allows federal judges to review a prosecutor’s decision to
try serious violent juveniles as adults. We will need to push t0 have these provisions included in
the final bill. Even if we do, however, some House members — especially members of the Black
Caucus ~ will still oppose any language that makes it easier for federal prosecutors to try
juveniles as adults. D
Firearms provisions: Although the House failed to pass separate gun legislation, a number of
firearms provisions that we support were included in its juvenile crime bill. These include:
requiring background checks for the purchase of explosives; expanding the list of individuals -
prohibited from possessing explosives (including youth under21), increasing from 37 to 75 the



number of cities participating in the Administration’s youth!crime gun tracing initiative; and
raising penalties for individuals who engage in the firearms business without a license, illegally
traffic over 50 firearms, or illegally transfer firearms to _]uvenlles Consistent with Republicans’.
message of tougher enforcement of our guns laws, the House bill also authorizes $50 million for
the increased federal prosecution of gun crimes, and establishes new mandatory minimum _
sentences for youth gun and drug crimes -- including tough penaities for adults who illegally-
transfer guns to juveniles that are later used in a school zon€ or to commit a violent crime. Since
the Senate also passed provisions similar to these, they are all likely to be accepted in conference.
Only the new mandatory minimums, which Democrats stronigly oppose, are likely to be a
sticking point. . \

|
Religious expression in schools: In addition to passing a Senate amendment that expresses
support for religious memonal services to take.place on- pubhc school property (as was done at
Columbine High School), the House passed two other amendments to promote religious
expression in public schools: one to allow states to display the Ten Commandments in public
buildings and schools; and one to bar plaintiffs from recouping attorneys fees in Establishment
Clause lawsuits where public school officials acted to accommodate or facilitate students’
religious expression. The Justice Department has serious constitutional concems with both of
these provisions, and we will work to have these provisions dropped in conference.

Media Violence: Although the House rejected amendments[ to prohibit the distribution of
violent and sexually-oriented materials to minors, and to establish a labeling system for violent
media, it did vote to require schools and libraries participating in the FCC’s e-rate program to
equip their computers with filtering software that blocks Internet access to material deemed
harmful to minors. Similarly, the Senate voted to require Intemet Service Providers to make
such filtering technologies available to parents. . ; _

Other Miscellaneous Provisions. Fina'l.ly, both bills contain a variety of other provisions that —
although they passed with little debate or with overwhelmmg support — are far- reachlng and may
need to be amended in conference. Some of these prOVlSlOnS include:

IDEA rel‘orm - Both the House and Senate bills would amend IDEA to allow school officials

to expel disabled students who bring a firearm to school, just as they Gun-Free Schools Act

require them to do with other students. The Department of Education is strongly opposed to this

change.. _ ;
Crimes against children — The House and Senate bills inclide a combination of three, tough

" new provisions to crackdown on crimmes against children. Aimee’s Law requires states
responsible for releasing repeat murderers, rapists, or sex offenders that go on to commit similar
crimes in other states to: (1) pay for the apprehension, prosecution, and imprisonment of such
repeat offenders; and (2) transfer $100,000 from their law enforcement block grant funds to
compensate each victim of such a repeat offender. Mathew’s Law directs the sentencing
commission to increase penalties for violent crimes committed against children under the age of
13. And a “two strikes” amendment provides for the mandatory life zmpnsonment of sex
offenders who commit crimes against children:



‘Gang recruitment penalty -- Both the House and.Senate bill includes an amendment by
Senator Feinstein that makes it a federal crime to recruit gang members, with a 4-year mandatory
minimun for recruiting a minor. Although we were ori gmally concerned about the amendment 5
scope, Senator Feinstein has since narrowed the prowsmn 3'

School Safety -- The Senate bili includes a series of amendments that would allow schools to

use their ESEA funds for a broad range of school safety measures, including increased security
measures, school uniforms, school resource officers, and drug testing. The bill aiso authonzes
background checks for prospective school employees.

Drug dealer liability -- The House bil! creates a new fedefal, civil cause of action for anyone —
except a drug user who is unwilling to reveal the source of his or her.drugs -- harmed by a person
that manufactures or distributes a controlied substance in violation of federal law.

Limitation on teachers’ liability — The Senate bill includes a provision to limit the hability of
-school officials who — acting consistent with their official duties — make reasonable efforts to
discipline students.
Limitation on prisoner release orders -- The House bill includes a provision that would bar
federal courts from carrying out any prison release orders, and vitiate many of the existing
consent decrees dealing with prison conditions. The Justice Department has expressed serious
concerns with this language.
|

Suspension of Drivers’ Licenses — The House version of the JABG includes an

amendment that conditions receipt of grant funds on!states enacting laws mandating the

suspension of drivers’ licenses, untii the age of 21, of any juvenile caught illegally

possessing a gun.
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OTHER VULNERABLE REPUBLICAN INCUMBENTS
WHO OPPOSED CLOSING GUN SHOW LOOPHOLE

Aderh.ollr (AL-04)

Rogon {CA-27) -- until lost year - he hod a A mltih'g from NRA

Chombliss (GA-08)
Northup (KY-03)
Fletcher (KY-06}
Gutknecht [MN-01}
Boss (NH-02)
Wilson {NM-01)
Toomey (PA-15)
Cook (UT-02}
Nethercutt {WA-05)
Ryan (WI-01) =~
Tancredo {CO-06)
Foley {FL-16)
Shimkus (IL-20)

F. lucas (OK-06)
C. Tayler (NC-11)
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‘Gunslinging culture’ fueled NRA's comeback

Group tries t0
broaden apy:eal,
maintain cote

By Gary Fields
USA TODAY

WASHINGYON — Four y2ars ago, -
the Maticnat Rifle Assucia tun was

Moundering. .

Over a two-year span. he gun-
rights group had lost 500000
members. 1t was still reelng from

- Insing & long Aght to pre A Con-

gress from passing tie 1irady Will,
which mandated background
checks fur gon buyers,

Among some members, there
was grumbking thar the NRA had

gohe too far in opposing, guli re- -

drictions, nntably ellopts tc Lan as-
sault weapous, Maiyy win: ed when
NRA Vice [esident Wayne La-
Pierre. a inanth belure the tombing
of a federal building in Cllabmna
City. called some lederal agents
“jackbooted thugs.”

Today, the NRA is underunusual-
by heavy fire from a gun-controf
movement that has been et ergized
by concerns of youls viol-:nce. Yel
the group is back on its feet and
larger than ever, suessing gun-
safety issues to try to sidthe its
critics while retaining " ennugh
rabhle-rousing conservatsm to
please its longtime suppeaters.

The resull: a record mersbership
of nearly 3.6 miltion that h.s rallied
around the NRA as it fghts vwopos-
als to license gun buyers an re-

USA armed with

230 millien guns

The numher of guns in circulation

inthe tINA:

250 -
bt nillions

.g".____ ‘o
. 70

‘75 AU BY 90 95 00
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By Abelaelio Contalr b AR TOEAY

quire regisiration of the estimated

230 million guns across the USA

'n 1he last six weeks, more than
200000 people have joined the
12%-year-old vrganization, which
will upen its annual convention Fri-
day in Charloite, NC, The ump in
membership began rough
actor Chuihion Hestan, the NRA's
president, began appearing in com-
mercials critivizing the Iicensicr:F
and regisitation proposats. NRA of -
ficials predict 1hey'lt have 4 million
members by Noveinber's elections,

What stldenty made the NRA so
popular?

Analyslis say the group's growth,
along with that of the anti-gun
movemnent, redlects how the recent
debate aver youths' access to guns
has harcdened positions on both
sides. Wil tlie niesidential elec-

when -

Popular president of group: NRA ads feat ure Charlton Heston, who is .
expected to be elected to a third term as the group's leader. -

tion less than six months away,
people have bepun focusing on is-
sues that are important to them,
and gun controt is on the front
burner for the 2000 campqi%ln.

The NRA's recent growth also
symbolizes what has been a trump
card for the group afl a!onf: Many
Americans have a historical attach-
ment to guns. Surveys over the
past 30 years have consistently
shown that about 5U% of the nation
supports gun rights and looks fa-
vorably upon the NRA.

At a \iine when crime is going
down, the number of gurs in circu-
lation across the USA is exploding.
From 1899 tlwough 1963, there
were about 76 million guns in cir-
culution, the federal Bureau of Al-

cohol, Tobacca and Firearms esti-

-mates. In the last 30 years. that has

jumped more than 200% to about
230 million guns. Surveys estimate
those %uns befong to 65 million to
80 million people.

“We are a gunskinging culture,”

says Jack Levin, director of the non-
artisan Brudnik Center on Vio-
ence and Conflict at Northeastern
University in Boston. “The firearm
is a5 Ametrican as apple pie and the
Wild West. It is interwoven in soci-
ey
Levin says a large part of the US.
population doesn’t have a problem
with guns, as long as they are han-
dled responsibly and kept out of
children’s” hands,
"Yes, the US. leads the industri-

alized world in the nurmber of gun-
related murders. But rany people
don't realize we also iead the in-
dustrialized world in {ther meth-
ods of murder, ton,” Levin says. “it’s
not just the marter cf the guns.
Therc is something else going on.”

Most gun owners and even the
NRA favor some form of gun con-
trol, Levin says, especially keeping

Sfirearms away from children. The

probiem, he says, is that the debate
often is framed in extreme terms.
Gun-contrel advocaies see the
NRA and gun owners as dangerous,
while gun-rights grouns see any
movernent toward gun control as
“a step toward gun prohibition,”
Levin says. ; -
The NRA's savvy in orchestrating
media campaigns.is partly respon-
sible for its love affair with beston,
who likely will be clected this
weekend to-a third one-year term
as s president. The NRA, which
had kmited its leade’s to two
terms, amended its bylaws this
year to allow Heston toirun again.
_ “His presence-and the respect
that he gets from people who
might not necessarily agree with
the NRA is a value you can't put a
price on,” NRA spakesman . Bill
Powers says. ; '
The larger issue at the conven-
tion will be mobilizing for the No-
vember efections. The. NRA has
raised mere than §5 million to do-
nate to gun-friendly candidates,
and piven more than $540.000 to
the Republican Party.
“The NRA is the most influential
singie-issue  lobbying group in
America,” says UGrian Morton,

spokesman for Handgun Contrul,
the gun lobby's chief pemesis.
“They maobilize a highly vocal mi-
narity of activists who will throw
dollars™ at lobbying against gun re-
strictions, even though-the “greater
public sentiment™ may suppart
such ideas. )

The NRA's efforts to broaden its
appeal have led to a $30 million
media campaign that aims to be
both combative and calming.

In one NRA commercial, Heston
virtually accuses Clinton of lying
about the NRA's position on gun-
safety locks, which it supports.

But in ads released tast week,
Heston takes a gentler tack, stress-
ing that the NRA is spending $1
million to provide gun-safety class-
es in schools, “Let's put politics
aside.” he says. _

» NRA popularity, 1A~
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Wide margins of victory
lift deal’s overall prospects

By William M. Welch
LiSA TODAY

WASHINGTON — Legislation lo
permarenily grant normal traje
status to Chund wor overwhelmi v
victories in two key congressiof.
comfittees Wednesday a1
gained the backing of several prei-
ously undecided lawmakers,

Appraval of the trade bill by tl.e
Senate Finance and House Warns
and Means committees had been
expected, but the magnitude of th
victories boosted prospects for pas--
sage. The vote of the full House o
Representatives is scheduled for
next weelk. .

The House panel approved th:
measure 34-4, The Serdte pam}
ap it 184, ,

Sendte is expected w pas:
the China trade bil! easily, so the
batile has focused on the House.
Organized Labor has led the oppo

sition. joined by a coalition of liber. .

als and conservatives from' both
parties who object to expanded
trade with China without progress
on human rights, religious [ree-
dom, environmental standards and
othet concerns. ;

The bill would extend perma-
nent normal trade relations to Chi-
na i exchange for new access o
China's markets for US, companies.

It would end the 2nnual require-

ment tha Congress approve tein-

porary normal trade status, 3 vote
that ofien is a Mlash point for debate
over China's record on human
rights, labor and social issues.

With tensions growing, a con-
gressional hearing on China trade
was disrupted Wednesday when a
man smashed two glass bottles
and threatened to kill himself if pot
heard. As three adminjstration
{abinet officials watched, Rep. Earl
Pome;
from behind and the two fell to the
fMoor. Security officers pulled the
man inta the haltway.

US. Capitol Police said the man

was Danie) Chagashviti, 49, a native

of the Republic of Georgia and a
naturahzed Australian citizen who

has been living in Brooklyn. He was_ -

charged with assaulting a federal
quice officer and disrupting the of-

cial business of Congress, both of
which are federal offenses.

The House Ways and Means pan-
el added provisians to the trade bill
aimed at protecting LS. industries
from surges in certain exports
from China and allowing the presi-
dent to grant financial relief to in-
dustries hartered by imports.

A separate bill that would set up
a commission to monitor human
rights in China was expected 1o be
included once the bill gets to the
floor, and some new supporters of
the trade bill cited that commission
in explaining their decision.

, 0-ND., grabbed the man

President Clintnn, who has lob-
bied fawmakers for approval, called
the commiltee voles “a significant
step.” He said the bipartisan voles
*send a clear, strong message that

rmanem normal [rade refations
jor China is vital to America’s pros-
perity at home, our leadership in
the world and to posilive change in
China” '

Texas Gov. George W. Bush, the
Republican presidential candidate,
restated his backing for the bill in 2

speech to hundreds of workers at a -

Boeing assembly factory in Everetr,
Wash,

“This will be among the most se-
rious decisions our government
will make this year, and no one

wha is seripus about shoutdering
the responsibitity of the presidentz
sh%uld be silent on the issue,” Bus
said. .

Opponents argue the proposal

would eliminate U.S. leverage to
ress for Chinese concessions in
uman rights and other areas, Sup-
porters argue that increased en-
gagement with China would pro-
mote progress and that annual
trade review has not been an effec-
tive pressure,

“We have a great deal more abili-
ty to influence their behavior by
having them inside, at the negotiat -
ing table, than having them out-
sﬁe" Sen, fohn Breaux, D-La., said,

The main drama at the Ways and

<line behind

 Means Committee focused on-the

voles of undecided lawmakers who
had come under enormous jres-
sure from both sides. A day alter
the panel's top Democral, Rep.
Charles Range! of New York, sided
with supporters, all four of the oth-
er waverin%l Democrats swupg in

im: Reps. Richard Neal
of Massachusetis, Benjamin Cardin
of Maryland, Xaren Thurman of
Florida and Lloyd Doggett of Texas.
Qne previnusly undecided Repub-
lican, Rep. Mac Collins of Geoigia,
also voted for the bill.

. Sen. Jim Jeffords, R-Vt, cast the
fone Senate Finance yote against
the bill. He cited human-rights
abuses by China, including the case
of a Tibetan musical student, Hega-
wang Choepel, who went tn college
ir Vermont. Upon his return to Che-
na, he was sentenced to 18 years in

~ House and Senate panels OK China trade bill

prison on charges ol espionage.

"Il China cannot obey its own
laws in this case, how can we ex-
pect it to follow the far more bur-
densome rules of the World Trade
Organization, which will entail
wrenching. economic chamges and
hardship?” Jeffords asked. “Unless |
see a resolution of this case, 1 am
reluctant to give up this leverage
on the Chinese.”

C on{ribu{in%: Judy Keen
and Bill Nichols
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A Formidable Foe for the NRA

So vou see cek hnur::, such as Rosie
ODunitell, Susan Sarandon, Reese Wither-
spoun, Melissa Ethendge and Courney
Love and you say: This Million Mom blarch
against guns can't be anything mote than a
oneshoL  made-lortelevision  blowoul.
They had their nice rally on a perfect spring .
day. got greal coverage and went home.

in thisx amical, media-saturated bime, it's
hard fur anvone 1o conceive of something so
vld-fashioned as a politicsl movement with
members who sustun thelr commitment
over time and do unplamorous organizing
work when cameras aren’t around.

The very notivn thol mothers might be a
potent politicad force has been devalued by
he attention pollsters have lavished on soc-
cer mams, suhurban moms, waitress moms -
and assoried other maternal eatedories.
The various mom groups are cast as easily
manipulated  constitoencies whose voles
can be hid i the Aght mix of "messages” is
sent. and of canclidates spend their wakang
hours hugging cute children.

ifut i was not ways thus, and it's pussible the Millicn Mom
~ March will reawaken a distinguished American tradition v which
orrantzed wonwn becarne 3 potent joree for social reform. It Lias
huppened helore. Teddy Roosevelt is remembered as a mandy man
" who vouwd ride and thool with the best of them. Bul it was also
- Roosevelt. influenced by activist women friends such as Jane Ad-

tams. who put the interests of children at the hean of {ideral pol-
icy. Couwld thia new wave o moms have a comparable effect?

I would cerainte be alintane The qun issue is rine for 3 new
SOt 0F puiitics.-Fur Lthree decades or 5o, G space jur gun reg-
chiticn husaien siarmle eonstrained by Ihc power ad rlaence of
the Nativnzd Rifie Assowiation. By lurming gun owaers inlo 2 pur

w15 NEY e done s G aton o il 1y
has inhibited pohnm.n: who do supporl gun controf TFom pushirig”
forwhat ey reslly want—universal fun registration and 2 ban cn
gertan partivulsriy dapgerous weapons. The NEA wins the de-
Bawe 10 acdvance by naking suse the nwasures heing arueld about
are limited in scope and potential effectiveness.

You can ral alt oG want aznnsl the NRA ard dmid pobiticians,
But porliticiuns aren't 1ools, and they responu 10 reality s they see
1 Ui new BB SVECY NS LUEOTEANEZCY 1 SOCTOICS A0 Chick
aized & boval constuluenoy. Opponents uf gun controf are sinple

___tlhr \llll.'!-‘ fwews, TUX onmaives gl \l!l."l‘ .

" minded in rewarding their fricnds and pun-

ishing Lheir enemies at election vime.

In a demweracy, organized power almost

. always beats unorganized power—even if,
as the polls suggest, support for strong run
regulation is widespread, The promise of
the millivn moms is that they could orpa-
nize into a counlervailing force, giving
heart to potential allies and forcing those on
the fence to rethink where their electoral in-
terests lie,

The NRA's executive wvice. president,
Wayne LaPicrre, knows a threat when he
sees it. The highest compliment he gave the
moms was when he accused their organiz-
ers of beiag allied with the Democrals. In
doing so0. he underscored how closely the
NRA is now linked with the Republican Par-
ty and pointed to the onc thing he genuinely
fears: hard political pressure rom the other
end of the pun debate.

But these methers.have 2 broader oppor-
turdty U they want In Like i, A contury agn.

organized women's groups, concerned about the effects of indus-
inalization on famiies and children, lel loase a reform spirt that
dominated public policy for 5 years. As Lhe late historian Chnsti-
phoer Lasch noted, “They took part in, and often iniliated, move
menls to abokish child labor, 1o establish juvenile courts, to build
slum housing, to require factory inspection. to strengthen the food
an drug laws, and 10 abolish or regulate prostitution.”

_Lip to now, “women's issues™ have been defined in relation ¢}
tier to ferinism or to batdes over abuntion. But neither women
nur men 1hink exclusively ahnut th2ir respective gender roles. Py
pusiung the buunddnivs, 1his Avw wunken's movemenl couitd
change rotonby our politics but Wso our cultere.

In broad terms. Lthe aew movement wan insst that we ur":uuze
reilic modcy inowans
that retiect the devotion wé chim to Ll.l'l'l.l.].lt'b and children. [ts
niemberscan challenge the maslersnf mass enleriainment to take
responsibility jur encouraging a culture of vialence lh:ll they de-
notnee in olher contexts,

And on the pun fssve. they ¢an ask their husb:md:. sons and
hrothers to consitles whether wives ami children are better pro-
1ected by a well-armed houschiold or by seross elions to stem Lhe
HOW 01 W s, INe Ganuerors DanGs. | ne pioms ¢an win tns
vnce. But a march s onbv astart, - -

AL T Pl Ay
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Sebastian Mallaby

Diamonds Are for Killers

The agony of Sierra Leone demonstrates
not oniy that the West has failed to decide
. ‘when military intervention is justified. It
. shows its failure to come to grips with the
" role of natural resources in provoking con-

flict. Clhwsewitz called war “the pursuit of
politics by other means.” But war is just as of-

_ ten a device for the pursuit of business.
in Sierra Leone, war is caused by dix-
monds. The imb-chopping rebels of the Rev-
olutionary United Front {(RUF) started out in

1991 as a small band; Then thev captured the

diamond region, got rich and became a very

big bangd. They send he gems Lo Liberia and
other abliging neighbors in exchange for
cash and puns. They Bphl aot 1o win but to
keep hold of the diainond trade. They are like
the drug warlords who terrorize Colombia.
The latest outbreak of Bghting has shown
thix yet agan: bt was provoked when UN.
peacekeepers moved to disarm rebels who
control the diamond region. Thie RUE, which
had been content 1o play its role as part of the
governnient since last vear's peace deal, was

suddenly content no mare. 1¢ killed four U.N.

soldiers, took a lew hundred hostage, and the
_ ¢ivil war began again. I Sierra Legne had rig

diamonus, there might well be no rebels. and
cerainly not such fethal ones. This goes for

Angols tow, where Jonas Savimbi's election-

flouting puernllas smuygle diamonds to pay

for weapons. In Congo. a shifting cast of ar-

mies has overrun bits of the country in hope .

of gold and diamond loot. In Mozambique, by
contrast, there are no gems or other resourc.
s 10 speak of. As a result. the civil war that
had been (astered by white South Alrica’s re-
gime lizzled out when apariheid ended.
Mozambique is espeaally telling, because

Richard Cohén

the country has done weli out of a peace deal
that resembies last year's arfangement in Si-
erra Leone—an arrangement widely called
unworkable. As in Sierrza Leone, Mozam-
bique’s rebets were notoriousty brutal. But af-
ter years of serving apartheid’s goals, they
were brought into the government and pro-
ceeded to behave responsibly. Because it has
no dizmonds, Mozambique became what Si-
erra Leone can only hope to be: an apparently
faled state that confounds the pessimists by
attaining a measure of stability.

This is worth noting in itself, because peo-

‘ple tend to pair the term “latled states™ with a

desperate throwing up of hands, as if failure
were an inevitable featurc of the modern or-
der. But states fail for a reason: gFems in Sierra
Leone and Angola, cocaine in Columbia,

it makes no sense trving to broker peace in

“resource-cursed countries unless the resourc-

es are brought under control. The UN. force
in Sécrra Legne was given no mandale to halt
mining or even gather information about it
[ts first step should have been Lo take over the
diamond helds. Instead. it wailed nearly a
year and then sent a force that was not up to
the challenge.

The intcrnational diamond u-ade needs to
be better regulated. Yes, easier said than
done. Cocaine traffickers face the ultimate
sanction—their product is illegal—and yet
they carry on in business. But rwo peculiar
features of the diamond business make reg-
ulation seem workabie. First, around two-

. thirds of the market for freshly mined uncut
- diamonds is controlled by one company. De

Beers, which therefore has enormous power
to reform the conduct of the industry. Sec-
ond, diamonds have no intrinsic vaiue; they

are all advertising and image.

-These nwo peculiarities could be mutually
reinforcing, The diamond firms know what
happened to the far industry when consum-
ers slarted worTying about cruelty 1o ani-
mals. Their mightmares feature pictures of
girls with stumps instead of arms. caplivned
with the suggestion that diamonds are not a
gul's best friend in certain aroumstances.
Lovers won't buy gifts that profit psycho
paths, and De Beers knows that. So it is des-
‘perate to ciean up ils image.

Sure enough, De Beers recently promised
to buy no more diamonds from conlict re-
gions, Antwerp's powerful diamond exchang-

- es, which are said to buy most of Sicrra Le-

one’s gemns, have ajso made reformist noizes,
The American di=mond industry is trying to
sound polite about a bill introduced by Rep.
Tony Hall this week, which wiuld require di-
amonds 10 come with certificates stating
their country of origin.

There is movement, in other words: but
not yet enaugh of it. De Beers has not openced
itsell to outsite inspectors who could vouch
for its sincerity. Antwerp has yet to promise
to stop buving from Sierra Leone ad the
countries like Liberia that act as its agents.
The industry resists what ought tobe the ulti-
mate goal of its relorms: an auditable tra.lJ
from the mine to the consumer.

Better accountability is not too much 1o
ask of an industry with annual relail sales
worth $36 billion. Western povernments
@n't carty on Gnancing: peacekeeping mis-
sions while their consumers finance mayhem.

The uriter is a member of the editorig!
page siaff.

The Unhinging of Peggy Noonan

Among the several mifts of Bill Clinton,

. consider this one: He has the ability 1o drive
s crities crazy. This is what happened to
Peggy Nownan. the best-selling author and

political eolumnist. Years of Clinton have .

taken their toll. The poor woman may be his
Lust female victim.

At the moment. Noonan has a book on
the bestseller dist, “The Case Against Hilla-
r Clinton.” She is a regular contributor to
1he Wall Street Joumal's editorial page and
W une of Runald Rca;,.ma more pifted
[SRTICLIAE ST S Cecredenuats of
a gmuml;d person. What's more, she is a
cherishod guest ot dinner parties in New
Yok gt Washiegmon, It seems poone Bas
foticed Bt Clinon Bas driven ber nud.

The evidence of her sad state is her re-
cent calunm in the Journal ahoeut Eliun Gon-
zialez. She hegins by charaeterizing the ex-
tremely churchy Clinton adminiztration as
vir:u:lih powlboas and acevses it of purposely
waiting untif st weekesd te smatch the
rhitd e mmrl Al thaue dradlipes Innm
Rl U ana then ok fapsc, TIRING e no-
tiew ol that, Noonan proceeds 1o wonder
abwgl the presiiepl’s motves lor scizing
the bov: “What mude hiom da such a thing ™

“Was it fear of Fidel Castro—{ear that the
dictator wilk unbeash another Nowd of refy.
geus, dike the Maricl boadlitt of 198077 That
would have spelled political trouble for
Clinton anid Al Gure.

Mavbe Castru promised that in exchange
for the bov, be would normalize relations
with the United Stazes. Noonan speculates.

Clinton wauld buy the deal. she adds, be-

Somwrin Tolur

The whst '.?..

cause of his “lust for a legacy.™ What.™ she
asks, “is a mere child compared with this
president’s need 1o be considered impor-
tant by history?” .

Finally, Noonan wonders if Castro has
blackmailed Clinton. This has not occurred
to others, but Noonan recalls that Clinton
told Monica his phone calls might be mon-
itored by a foreign intelligence service,
“hlaybe it was Mr. Castro's intelligence ser-
vice?” Nuonan asks in gepuine alarm. May-
be Fidel hus the Monica wapes—and pos-
sibhy some widers ws el

But mavbe. just mavhe. lheprestdenl“as
s da boy o his fher M
Titon adninistration did wes
£ L'unni::u:n Wit Ui L, gs wiell e Arees
ican popular opinion, that to wonder abact
blacknw:l. boathins and tiwe nermabization
of refutions with Cuba is just plain aver the
tap. Where is the evidence fur any of this?

“Nocevidenes is ever needed. The Journal

©oran Ut peee on s editorial page 3« i noth-

ind apt af the ardinargaens heine eoid Thic
13 becagse, when it comies 1o Clinton, #t 1
pot possthle 10 be considersd 3 ceackpot,
You can wrile, 4 sume others have, that
Vincent Foster was murdered (presemahly
in thi: White Hiouse) and his hody deposited
in a park across the Polomac, and nnt eply
will the independent counsel investigate
but GOP politicians will demand congres-
stonal hearimgs. You can wrile, alzo, that
Clinion was involved in drug smugeling and
no one wilt ask to xee vour ink blots,

Nu president has had this qualily since
Lymdon Johnson. He, toy, was considered a

politician without an ounce of morality, a
political psychopath wha, it was believed in
certain circles, had even climbed inte Juia
F. Kennedy's casket. Supposedly he wouid
do anything to advance his career, lying be
ing the Jeast of it. Clinton is only difierent in
that his lies were made under oath and LBJ
managed ta avoid that. Otherwise. Clinton
is LBJ all over again—even down 1o his ex-
otic southern ways.

Clinton hzs revived the paranoid right.
The Elian _Operativn was o vrhemenlly dc-
mouneed inorigheodng Ameren kv
“nuld have thoupht 2.coup h..1d bccn db

wanpicd. {Sen. Dob Smitn said Sliun Wi
h s held T a cuncentration camn—i

Adrow Aoy Foroe Bage ) Bt i thot e,

text that one can muse on blackmai and
make comiparizons to the Waco fiasco.
Clinton so sc1s some people off that. in
their own cirele, no conspiracy theory, no
speculation. 1s considered extreme. Vehe-
mentty ami-Crinton editorial pages \\11]

it e th -.-..-l. in L

IA-.I lr\

the Journal s véncrial pJLL lias n.urphnd in-
to the Journa! of Abnormal Psecholen,

Nounan's pitee s wordisy of inclusion ina
time capsule =0 that future generations will
know our times. She ends with alonging for
her old boss, Renald Reagan, She not oniy
says hie would have stood up te Castro, but
would have treated the story that Elian was
pueposefully saved by dolphins as “evidence
of the reasonuble assumption that God's
creatures had been commanded 10 protect
one of God's children.”

Get a grip, Pegry.
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The NRA Triggers a Times Square Showd@mz

- Mavor, Senator, City

Officials Decry Plan
For Gun-Themed Cafe

By wa: Duke
ﬁ'mhumnn Post >miflrfﬁt-°r

NEW YORK-—Just the thought of it

" has New. York political and busis -ss

leacers going ballistic: A Nationaj Rifle
Association theme cafe i Times
Square?  With  computer-simulated
shouting games, 2 menu of wild game

Lrinkets and pgadgets?

When the NRA announced its plans
for a Times Square cafe late last month,
Sen. Charles Schumer {D-N.Y.) said it
would send New York back tuward be
ing “Dodge City.” Mavor Rudolph W.
Giuliani (R) said flatly, “I don't think it's
going to happen.”

The City Councii also got irto the act
and last weck passed a resolution that
said the NRA theme cafe should not be
allowed to “take root,” as if jt were an in-
fection. The counci! acensed the NRA of
taking “the unconscionable step of pro-
moting guns and gun use right here in
New York City."

The NRA clearly has picked a brand-
new fight for itself by trying to send its
gun-toting message straight into the
heart of New York City, where gun con-
trol is the bread and butter of Demo-
cratic politics and city lcaders lake
great pride in their success at eradicat-
ing the culture of guns and violence that
once made the city’s streets very mean.

Fresh from its chest-thumping na-
tional convention last month and Charl-
ton Heslon's memorable role as a mus-
ket-waving diehard there, the NRA's

curmmercial plans won't be stopped by
the lorces of “political correctness run
amok,” says the group's Bill Powers.
It has become a test of wills over poli-
tics, ideology, business and spin.
“Our view is that shooting spons,

"considering therc’s some 40 million

Americans who shoot for fun, our view
is that this 15 25 much an American
sport as goll ot tennis or babeball Pow
ers said. )
Even after the City Council had i its go
at the .issite, Powers said, the NRA. 15

- continuing its search for the proper

Times Square location.

negotiations,” Powers said. "We're cer-

meat and a gift shop of weapons-related
. dav.

"We continue .to go through private :

tinly Juoking te be in the heart of
Times Square.™ Bur Powers would not
divulge Jetails of possible locations or
real estate developers under consider-
atiey;

That's odd, savs Hree an Soxton.

He is president of the Times Square,
‘Business Improvement District, which
markets the new-and-inproved Times
Square 10 the world. I anyone has his
ear to-the ground on such i on wro-
versial issue ax an NRA caje 1L is he.

‘But Sexton says he's heard o much
of nothing about alleged negulialions
that row he's wondering unethcr the
NRA's Lalking to anvbody at all.

"1 think it's a stunt.” Sexton said Fri-
“] can't sav for sure. but I just can't
iind anybody whe's been talking with
them. Dowesn't mean il's not happening.
It just mears it's the most secret ~egoti-
ation ever in the New Yorg r. < estate
market.”

But anvwav, Sexton savs, “Spiritually,
{an NRA cafe} is just not the message
that Times Square is sending.”

The anli-gun forces are poised, ready
Lo (ire away when the NRA plan takes
off. Schumer will sntervene with busi.

ness people to help them see the issue
his way.

“We didnt clean up Times Square for
the gun iobby to move in, and that's a
caze that Sen. Schumer's ready to make
to the people of Times Square if and
when il's necessary.” said Cathie Lev-
ine, Schumer's spokeswoman.

Wayne LaPierte, the NRA exccutive
vice presidenl. announced the theme
cate concept at the proup’s annual con-
vention in Charlotte last monih, H wasa
small feature of Lire convention, which
otherwise was devoted to boasting of
the NRA’s political clout, with millions
of doliars to spend on pro-gun cam-

" paigns and 3.6 mitlion members, a fig-

ure that has been disputed by critics.
Mast of all, the NRA committed itseli to
defeating ¥ice President Gore and pre-
serving gun rights, which the group
says is the bedrock of freedom. _
The NRA is developing a logo and a
sporis brand uame—NRASports, which
will be sold at the new cafe, dubbed the

.NRASports Biast.

The theme cafe would cover thou-
sangs nf square feet of prine New York
real estate, comparable in Size with

Tinie: Snuare venugs such s it Pu
ney and Warnee Brut. slores e ESEN
Sparts Zone el e World Wresthing
Eedorativn est Jrant.

Taw differenve. thoueh, oppotenls
point oul. is thut the NRASports Blust
theme would be.guns, Huntng with
uns, COMpeling with Juns—2uns as an
afl- American sport. (utdoor equipment
and gun-refated gizmos would be on
sele. ranging fram T-shirts and Charltun
Hestun Celebrity Shuol Vears o Eddie
Eagle fire safety gudes fur kids. key
chains, lights, cousters, clocks and fun
cabinets. 14's muck the same merchan-
dise available on the NRA Web site,
such as kits for making vour own meal
jerky. called Spice and Slice. from Lhe
mieat i the freezer irom the last hunt,

Fowers, however. said that no guns
weuld be sold or on disptay in Times
Square. And he rejected the idea that
the care would promote the gun culture.

“It's about the shnoting spori, which
has been a2 sport in America since therc
was an America.” he said.

Of vourse, ¢ritivs don't buy this for a
moment, for they see the NRA asa dan-
gerously ideological group. At ils con-

ventinn. a popular T-shirt was one of
Adul Hitler oilering the Nuzi salute
with a vaption that Likened gun conlrot
to the praciicesof the Third Reich: "All

“in favor of gun control raise vour right

hand.”

To members of the New Yurk City
Council. (he NRASports Dhwt is all
about promating the progun NRA
agenda. which the Now York lawmakers
believe lias contributed to the prolifera-
tion of guns in the United States and an
accomipanying ineroase in violence.

“The ¢ity council. in Lheir vote, took
an ideological stand against the NRAS
agpressive  agenda,” said  Christine
Cuinn, the council memher why spon-
sared the resolution and whose district
includes Times Square. The council's
resolution. passed 46 to L. does nol
have the force of law but was a symbal
of its opposition to the NRA plan.

The cafe, Quinn said, “is about pro-
moting the NRA. I think it's about in-

" creasing NRA membership. And ! think

it's about capitalizing an a type of venue
- where’ they ‘believe they will get their
message out, particularly to young peo-
ple and teenagers.”

The lllus_l]iﬁgtou Post
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Mayor Gives
Money to
DNC, Which
Funds Poll

?'z'ming Called Odd,’
But No Laws Broken

Br YoLaxDa Woopurit
Washingon Post Staff Wriker

D.C. Mavor Anthony A. Williams
(D} ended his successiul 1998 cam-
paign with $175,000 in leftover
cash but also with a problem. Dis-
trict law prevenied him from spend-

ing the money to further his poliu- -

cal ambitions.

.50 Willinms put most of the mon-
€y in a constituent service fund, and
he gave nearly $25,000 to the Dem-
ocratic National Committee. Three
months Yater, nearing the mayor's
firs| anniversary in office, the DNC

- paid Williams's polister $12,500 1o

survey city voters about how Wil-
liams was playing.

Williams said he was not attempt-
ing to skirt D.C. campaign finance
laws. “No, no, no," he said. He said
the DNC donation came under “a
iot of review™ to make sure it did
not violate any laws.

“The contribution to the Demo-

.cratic Party is {ully in conformance

1

with the law,” Williams said.

But campaign finance experts sec
evidence of a loophole that allowed
the mayor to eircumvent local cam-
paign finance laws.

It appears that half the money
he gave the DNC has been returned
to him in the form of an opinion
poll.” said Larry Makinson, exec:
utive director of the research group
Center for Responsive Politics. “If
he gave them $25,000 this year, is
there another $12,500 for a poll
next year?”

Brown University professor Dar-
rell i, West, who studies campaign
finance, said the arrangement illus-
tratés how many loopholes there
are in the rules that govemn political

spending: .

“It seems to be very odd timing, -
-and it certainly raises the question

as to whether the intent was to by-
pass the rules,” said West, who just
published “Checkbook Demaocra-
cy.” “There are ways to taunder
money. You have to be careful how
you do it, but there are lots of op-
portunities for creative financing.”

- The mayor argued that DNC offi-

cials’ decision to pay for the pol!
was not a quid pro quo because
“they do polls for candidates . . .
land] elected officials all the
time."

Meredith McGehee, vice presi-
dent of Common Cause, said that
although the contribution and the
payment for the poll both may be -
legal, it appears that Williams
may have citcumvented the re-
quirement that he not use leftover
campaign funds for political pur-
poses by passing the money
through the DNC as a “soft mon-
ey” contribution. Soft money con-
Imbulions are supposed to be
used to generate support for the
gaarty. rather than a specific candi-

te.

_“Now soft money has found an-
other use—a place for an in-
cumbent, 2 non-federal official to
park money to evade the require-
ment to zero out the campaign ac-
count,” McGehee said. .

Williams said the idea of con-
ducting the poll in. December
came from his own advisers, with
whom he had been holding strate-
@ meetings ‘r several manths.
They incle e members of Green-.
berg, Quinlan Research Inc., tne
Democratic  polisier he  paid
265,000 during his mayoral cam-
paimm.

“All my people who advise me
sa,—on a regular basis,-just like
your annual checkup—do a check
of where you stand,” he said. “A
lot of people have cniticized me
for not being sufiiciently political.
I'm just trying to operaie in a po-
litical nvironment, and I think
regular polling is part of that.”

Williams transferred $150,000
of the leftover campaign money
to his constituent - -vices fund to
help pay for special events and
citizen emergencies and gave Lhe
remaining $24,581 to the Demo-
cratic National Committee, In

April, Williams set up a new com- .

mittee for his 2002 reelection
campaign. His first fundrajser is
scheduled for Thursday, with
President Clinton and former
senator Robert J. Dole (R) as the
honored guests.

In a recent interview, Williams
said that the December poll was
the first tim. the DNC had paid

for a survey for him. Records filed
with the Federal Elections Com-
mission show that Dec. 9, the
DNC paid $12,500 to Greenberg,

Quinlan. The expense was listed

as “legal consulting fees.”

Although Williarns said the poll
was initiated by his advisers, Rick
Hess, spokesman for the DNC,
said the party commissioned the
poll on its own, paid for it and
gave it to Williams. Hess de
scribed it as 3 standard poll that
tested various  Democratlic
themes and focused on how D.C.
residents view Williams,

Hess said the nationa! party
plans to disLribute the poll to oth-
er Democratic mayors. “We want

“Nobody ever polls Washing-
ton, D.C.. because we're all Dem-
ocrats angd all liberal, -Miles con-
tinued. “I sure hope they have
money to burn when we're trying
to take back the U.S. House of
Representatives and it’s a matter
of a handful of scats.”

Others say that the DNC so
rarely f cuses on Jocal politicians
that they were surprised to hear
about the Willian,s poll.

“That hias never happened that
¥'m aware of," said Jack Evans ¢D-
Ward 2}, who is up for reelection
this vear. “If they did it for the
city, shen I should have access to
the poll and so should every othes
elected official "

“If they're doing a palj to test
Democratic stznding, then we
should all share the benefits of it,”
said council member Kewvin P
Chavous (D-Ward 7), who also is
running for reelection,

Del. Eleanor Holmes Narton
{T-D.C.} said that her name has
beem included in DNC polls be-
fore and that she doesn’t find it
unusual that party officials would
do poling for Williams.

“Tdon't think it's inappropriate
because their job is to get mayors
elected,” Norton said.

One of Williams's advisers, me-
dia consuitant Tom Lindenfeld,
also said the DNC often does pol)-
ing for mayoral candidates, citing
polls done far Democrats in New
York and Las Angeles.

But Lindenfeld could not re-
member any cases where polling
was done for mavors after the
election. He said he thought the
DNC had probably done a survey
for Detroit Mayor Dennis Archer,
but an aide to Archer said the
DNC "had not done a poll for him
in his role as mayor.”

The poll Miles participated in
asked about a wide range of D.C.
public figures, incluging Wil
liams, former mayor Marion Bar-
ry and the Rev. Graylan Hagler, a
manster and community activist.

"It compared the performance
of the council to the performance
of the mayor.” Miles said. “Every
question came down to ‘Do you
believe Tony Williams is doing a
goad job on this issue? " .,

to share information on what has

been successful” i the Williams
administration, Hess said, “He is
an excellent example of a suc-

- cessful Democratic mayor.”

But six months after the poll
was conducied, Hess acknowl
edged that it has been given only
to Williams, who said he could
not provide a copy o a reporier
because it's “a private, confiden-
tial thing.”

Several loeal Democrats, in-
cluding some elected officials,
have asked why the DNC would
pay for a poll for a popular mayor
who is not up for reelection until
2002. .

Leslie Miles, a Ward 2 neigh-
borhood advisory commissioner,
said she was called last winterina
poll that focused on Williams as
mayor. Although Miles is not sure
it was the DNC's poll, she said
that she was surprised to hear the
national party had paid for a poll
for Williams,

“Why are we spending our re-
sources for a mayor who's only
one-year into his term and won't
be up for reelection for three
years in an overwhelmingly Dem-
ocratic city?" she asked,

Che Washington JPost
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r‘NRA,,Colorad'oShobtingls‘]us't thez,aw'stsetback

0

. same clout,”

‘may have been !'sleepy™

By JEFFREY TAYLOR

Staff Reporter of THE Wall STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON—Even before the mas-

- sacre at Columbine High School, the. Na-
. tional Riffe Association's repuitation as one -

of the country’s maost feared speciai-inter-
est groups had begun 1o slip.
Last month, the NRA suffered an em-

barrassing defeat in a. Missouri referen- -

dum 1o let people carry concealed hand-

guns, despite pouring nearly $4 millioninto . "

an aggressive campaign for it. In the past

~ two years, the NRA's success in influene--
ing national elections and advancing its -
agenda in state Ieg'lslatures ‘dropped off -

considerably.

Thé group also faces a potentlal rl.fl'

with gun makers over lawsuits in which
cities and counties are seeking reimburse-

o

was credited with effective campaignir
agamst Democrats who had supported tl

.~ erime bill;

ment for costs associated with gun-related

violence, And next week, the Senate takes

‘upa juvenile justice bill that may become a

vehicle for new gun-controt measures.
““Even before Colorado, they had lost
says Stephen Teret, director
of Johns Hopkins University’s Center for
Gun Policy and Research. **The gun manu-

facturers have decided that sore of the po- -

sitions the NRA takes are embarrassing,
and it might not be in their best interests to

. be identified with the NRA.” -.

Strong Ru.ral Influence _
The plctu.re is comphcaled The NRA

- retains strong infiuence in rural sreas, es--
peclally in soulhermn and western. states.

Moreover, it still has good friends in Con-

.gress and many state legislatures, Even

some gun-control advocates admit the cur-

"- rent sentiment against the NRA may be

simply cyclical; the group has suffered de-
feats in the past and re-emerged as strong

© asever.

Wayne LaPierre, the N'RA s chief exec-

utive, disputes the impressicn that the

NRA'sinffuence has waned, He says the re-
cent electoral setbacks:are Ia:gely due to
the organization “getting awdy'" from the
grass-roots political mobilization it does
best. While the NRA's 2.8 miltion memberts

1988 elections, Mr. LaPierre predicts they

- will be “wide awake" in the 2006 campaign.
< . Next week's votes'in the Senate will be
..important tests of the NRA's power, Anli-
" gun Demaocrats will try to push through
- measures to close a loophole under which

some buyers at gun shows can avoid back-

- ground checks, prevent juveniles con-
: victed of gun crimes from ever buylng
guns, and require that guns be sold with -
- locks to prevent unauthorized use. '
. Possible Legislaﬁon

Even many of the mdﬁstry 5 frlends in

_, Congress are warning that some form of
: gun control may be approved, says Robert
. Ricker, executive director of a gun-indus-
_try_group, the American Shooting Sports . ~
" “~Council. As part of its effort to head off un-"
.- wanted restrictions, the NRA is pushing its
- own package of changes, emphasizing
_ more aggressive prosecution of gun crimes’
. and federal funding for a national systemto -
"instantly theck gun buyers’ backgrounds.

.Some-veteran Democrats rémain wary

in the 1996 and -

. But in the most recent congression
election, the group made five- and six-fi

- ure expenditures in various House ar

Senate races in a mostly futile elfort to i’

- Nuence the outcome. Inthe Senate, for e

of ‘gun control because of the damage the
1594 crime bill infticted on the Democratic

Party in cong'resswnal elections that No- |

vember

Senate Minority Leader Tom Daschile of
Scuth Dakota, for instance, has tread cau-
tiously around the gun control issue, wam-
ing at one point tast week that gun control

" is not the sole answer to the problem of
_school violence. .

~* The NRA's fiagging momentum is per-
.haps clearest in its dealings with state leg-

islatures, which traditionally have been
the group’s stronghold. In the two years
following-199¢—the year Republicans took
controi of Congress and many state gov-

-emments—the group scored a series of vic-

tories, persuading 10 legislatures, includ-
ing those in Texas and Virginia, 1o allow

people to carry concealed weapons. They

also succeeded in pushing through laws in

. many states pre-empting cities and coun-

ties from enacting gun-control measures.
Concealed-Weapon Laws
But between 1996 and 1998, efforts to

pass concgaled-weapon laws in-nine other -

states, including. California and Dlinois,

failed. The NRA did score a victory in

Washington state in November 1937 when
voters defeated a proposal to set up a li-

censing system for handguns. Mr, Ricker -

says it is easier for pro-gun forces to defeat
gun-controt bailo! initiatives than to per-

-suade voters to approve a l:berallzahon of
" gun laws,

In'the aftermath of the Colorado shoot-

Ing, some states, including New Jersey and

California, have begun to rhove legislation

-unfavorable to the NRA. Colorado pulied a
bill*to allow the carrying of concealed-:
weapons, altnough MTF. CaPiefre predicts
" this setback is temporary

The NRA derives much of its clout from
fear: fear of its willingness t0 make inde-
pendent expenditures both for and against

. candidates, and thereby turn eléctions. In
* .the 1994 elections, for-instance, the NRA

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
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ample, the NRA singled out for support R
publicans Lauch Faircloth-of North-Ca
olina (5244,000 in expenditures), Jim Bu
ning of Kentucky {$185,006), Affon:
I'Amato of New York ($159.000), Ma
Neumann of Wisconsin ($116,000) and Jo!
Ensign of Nevada (886,000), according

the Center for Responsive Politics.
All but Mr, Bunning lost. The electiot
‘Mr. D’Amato’s opponent, Char
Schumer, was an especially bitter pill
the NRA because of Mr. Schumer's It
record of suppert for gun control. Bef
last year's election, Handgun Control It
an anti-gun group, identified 11 pro-¢
House and Senate candtdales for scruti:
all but one lost. :

In last month s Missouri conceal
weapon referendum, the NRA pulled oul
thestops, campaigning fariously and bro
casting a blizzard of ads featuring its
mous president, Charlton Heston. *“The:
theones whoraisedthe stakesandidenti
it as a huge priority,’ says Saul Shorr, a:
dia consultant who worked for the anti-;

. forces in Missouri.- “They made an e:
" mous bet and lost.” The lesson of Misso
Mr. Shorr angd other Democrats contenc

" . that the NRA is vulnerable in subur

America, where voters, especialty wor
areincreasingiywaryofguns. .
.. Especially troubling for gun manu
turers is the wave of lawsuits filed by ci
and counties. The NRA has tried to cow’
the suits by encouraging state legistat:
. to pass laws prohibiting such cases, »
mixed results. It got bills passed in G
gia, South Dakota, Arkansas
Wyoming, but is having more troubl
Florida and other states and here in W
. ington as well.
Mr. LaPierre of the NRA predicts
lawsuits wiit draw his group and the
industry together in unprecedented *

1 darity,”’ .but Mr. Ricker, representing

gun makers, isn’t so sure.

“The NRA is a civil-rights organiza’
and they're going to assess the issue
that basis,” Mr, Ricker says. “We re

i sent businesses and companies and v
going to assess the issues on that basis
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ECONOMY

- GreénSpan Speech Is Viewed

By Bon_d Market as Hint
‘Rates May Increase Soon

By Davip WESSEL
And GREcory ZUCKERMAN
Staff Reporters of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON ~ Federal Reserve

. Chairman Alan Greenspan warned that “in-
.. fationary pressures could re-emerge, possi-
. bly faster than some currently perceive” il
- technology-driven productivity gains slow

or employers continue to hire so readily.
The bond market igniored the “if”* and

~ concluded that the Fed chief was warning

- . that he is moving closer to raising interest

rates. .
The benchmark 30-vear Treasury bond

~ fell 12/32 points, or $10.625 for each $1,800

© 1o 5.783%

face 'amount, sending its yield, which

- moves in the opposite direction of its price, .
from 5.703% late Wednesday.

. Stocks also ended the day generally lower.
" . (See article on page C1.). ’

Wall Street Fed watchers don't anuc;-

- patea Fed interest-rate increase when offi-
* ¢ials convene on May 18. Still, some are
~ speculating that the Fed may end that
~ meeting with a public statement suggest-

ing it is leaning toward higher rates, Mar-
- ket sentiment could shift if today's report

on employment in April is surpnsmgly

. strong.or weak.

“'The speech itse!f was fairly balanced,

:-'but the market was already struggling, .

. and he referred to global growth and how

© productivity improvements may no{ con-

- tinue, and that was encugh to put the

" [Treasury] market over the edge," said
- Bill Kirby, co-head of government trading
. at Prudentia) Securities in New York.

Mr, Greenspan's speech, to a Chicago

" Federal Reserve Bank conference, was -,

" filled - with optimistic pronouncements
. about the iong-lasting effects of technology

. on productivity growth and on what he de- -

Fed Chlef Warns of Inflatlonary Pressures

" scribed as a “self-reinforcing . . . process
of price contalnment” that has kept the in-
Mation rate low.

He also cautioned, as he has before,
that “there are imbalances in our expan-
sion, that unless redressed, will bring this
long run of strong growth and low inflation
to a close.” Notably absent from the ad-
dress was any sirong warning about the
*'downside” risks to the economy. “Things
seem to be stabilizing,”" he said in response
to a question about the global financial cri-
sis, though he quickly added, **The nutlook
has to be percewed of as fragﬂe "

ment and low'inflation. Even if pruductw
ity growth stabilizes at current leveis, he

‘said, infationary pressures could emerge

as businesses raise prices to maintain
profit margins.

“Qur ability to forecast when a dimin- -
ishing pool of potential workers begins to
raise costs or when productivity trends
change is limited,” Mr. Greenspan ac-
knowledged. ““We do know . . . that if, and

-when, either materializes, inflation pres-
sures are likely to again surface.”

Essentially, the Fed confronts a domes-

tic economy that is growing more rapidly .

Alan Greenspan

‘At some point,” Mr. Greenspan said,

‘labor market conditions can become

so tight that the rise in nominal wages

will start increasingly out pacing the

gains n labor productivity, and prices
" inevitably will begin to accelerate.’

One “imbalance,” he said, is that the
U.S is on the verge of running out of work-
ers. Abeut 10 million people, or 5.75% of the

work force, are officially counted as unem-

ployed or willing to work but nnt actively
seeking a job. The measure, one of Mr.
Greenspan’s favorites, hasn't been this
low in the 29 years that the government has
been tracking it.

*'At some point,” he explained, “‘labor-
market conditions can become so tight that

-the rise in nominal wages will start in-

creasingly outpacing the gains in labor
productivity, and prices inevitabty w1ll he
ginto accelerate.”

Simijarly, he emphasized that the re-

-cent strong growth in productivity, or out-

put per hour of work, has been critical to

the welcome coincidence of Jow unemploy-

than the central bank expected and a global
economy that is less fragile than it was six

- months ago. That bolsters the arguments of

Fed officials who want {o reverse some of
last fall's rate cuts totaling three-quariers
of a percentage point. But wages and prices
are nising much more siowly than ex-
pected, bolstering the view of those Fed of-
ficials who see no urgency to raise rates.
Bond-market investors have been wor-
rying for months that tight labor markets
will soen lead to higher inflation. Those
worries have heiped send the yield on the

- long bond climbing from 5.08% since Feb-

ruary. Mr. Greenspan's comments con-

_firmed traders’ fears.

“The market's impressijon is that the

- Fed is using the bully pulpit to send a mes-
sage that it's concerned about an overheat- -

ing economy,” said Rob McCool, senior I
trader at First Chicago Capital Markets

. ‘Int. in Chicago.

Higher bond yields could add to pres-
sure on the Fed to raise the short-term rates
it controls, but they aiso could slow the .

. economy in time to avoid the outhreak of in-

* flation that Mr. Greenspan fears. "'If Asia

continues to come back, and energy prices

- movehigher, the market will do its work for .

Greenspan, by sending rates higher," said
Jeff Welter, who manages about $100 billion -

-in fixed-income assets at American Ex-
_ press Financial Advisors in Minneapolis.

Mr. Greenspan didn’t say explicitly

- what he thinks about the current level of
" the stock market, but he referred to "a
_ Spectacular rise in equity prices that to -
. man y has reached well beyond the justifi-
. able.”

. ﬁﬁ] Journal Link: For a video report
) and text of Alan Greenspan’s remarks
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on economic expansion, se¢ The Wall Street Jour-
nal Interactive Edition at mngp: //waj.com
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NRA, gun-control groups agree
on markmg country of origin -

‘By Betsy Pisik

THE \MSmNGTOH TIMES

NEW YORK -~ 'I'heNauonaI Ri-
fle Association and international

gun-control advocates appear to

have found common ground on the
importance of indelibly marking

firearms so that their country of'
" origin can be traced,

‘The need for a system of univer-
sal markings has come up repeat-
edly in the opening days of a con-
ference aimed at controlling the
traffic in small arms, generally de-

fined as any weapon that can be
-carried by a single person. . '

Dozens of interested countries
are participating in the one-weelk
meeting at the United Nations
aimed at preparing the ground for
an international protogol to curb
the fload of illicit firearms into the

-world’s battle zones.

The delegates hope this week. to

select a location and dates for the
- final convention, likely to take

place in June 2001.

Spokesmen for the NRA and

other sport-shooting groups say

they agree with at least one idea.
promoted by the delegates — the

need to mark all firearms with the

_name and place of manufacture as

well as a serial number so that they

. ¢an he more €asily traced.

.The idea has been embraced, in

" some form, by most gun- makmg
nations, although: China and a few’

others want exemptions for mili-
tary and police weapons.

Tom Mason, an Oregon lawyer

-who represents the NRA at inter-

nationai meetings, ‘has joined
scores of other nongovernmental

‘organizations in morutonng the-

proceedings.

“I'm here 10 see and be seen .

Mr.- Mason said yesterday aRer-
noon. He said he works the hall-

_ways and listens to delegates’
speec.hes “to demonstrate to them .

that we're here to work with them,

_and lhat we fully mtend to partici-

pate”
Lee Feinstein, the US. delegate

10 the conference. endorsed the
idea of indelibte marlu.ngs ina
-speech yesterday. :

“As a supplier nation, we recog- -

nize our special responsibility to
maintain the highest standards of
restraint and to keep our own
house in order,” he said. A marking

.System would allow governments
"to betler monitor the activities of

arms brokers, without impeding
their legmmate actvities™
Firearm marking lies at the core

of a plan proposed by former-
French Premier Michel Rocard to
create a global Smatll Arms Control -

Regime, or SACR.

“Improved simple - and cost-_
effective arms marking -tech-

niques can document the year and

place of manufacture as well as
current ownership,” said Mr. .
~on Llicit weapons that they tram-

Rocard, who heads a panel of
“gminent persons” studying the
question.

"Enabling the register to main-

tain records of the .movement of
each weapon, and arms wacking
holds povernments to lugher
ievels of accountability” -
An estimated 200,000 people die
from fireartns every year,” Mr-
Rocard said. He said most of those

" deaths occur in deveioping nations |

but almost all- the weapons are

marnufactured by the five perma-

nent members of the- UN Secunry
Council.

**China, France, Russia, the U‘K
and the US. . . . account for 85 per-,

- cent of the global arms trade,”-

scolded Mr. Rocard. “Governr

ments feil in their responsibility to

control the end use of small arms.
"These merchants of death,” as"

" he called the traffickers of illicit

firearms, “should be apprehended
and pmsecuted to the fullest extent :
of the law” .

Most of the deiegates readily ac-

-knowledge that most of the illivit .

weapons in circulation were Tay."
fully manufactured and sold' be:"

fore winding up in the wronq

hands.

Mr. Mason has been stressi to
delegates that firearms manufac-
turers must be involved in devel-:

‘oping ‘any requirements for the :

marking and manufacture . of
weapons.

He said he wa.s also remmdmg
delegates not to focus so na.m:wly

ple an the rights of an estimated 80
million licensed hunters and shoot-.‘,'
ers worldwide ;

T Washington Times
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Letters

Article a pretty picture of ga]lery djrector

I am honored to have been the
subject of your tribute in the Arts
and Entertainment section ("“The
face of change,” Feb. 26}, and I arh
delighted that your writer $o accu-
rately caught the sense of what I

have attempted during my 18 years

at the Smithsonian Institution’s
National Portrait Gallery.

. However, she gives me too much
individual credit for some of the
achievements of my term as direc-
tor. I could not possible have done
everything myself. Most of the great

_acquisijons we have made and exhi-
bitions we have mounted during my
tenure are the work of gur talented
curators and historians and our
-Exhibitions Office; ] concejved the
form of our simple and innovative

Calendar of Events, but the execu-

tion was entirely the work of our

 brilliant Department of Desigrrand

Production.

My role most often has been to
give guidance, encouragement and
direction to the exceptional group of
professionals who constitute the

gallery staff. They have been a
major force in making the National
Portrait Gallery the vibrant and fas-
cinating place it has becofne, and I
wanted the readers of your article to
know how much is owed to these

remarkable. people. They will.

always have my g'rautude and admi-
ration.

ALAN FERN
Director
MNadcmal Pormait Gallery
Washington

|

Thank you for your excelient

- arti¢le about the cutstanding role
the National Portrait Gallery’s out- -

going director, Alan Fern, bad on
making the Smithsonian Institution
museum the pretmier museum of its
kind. - :

As avolunteer docent of 11 years,
I have had the pleasure of conduct-
ing tours of both its permanent col-
lection and special exhibits, as well

as giving outreach slide talks in
schools and to other organizations.
Mr. Fern's leadership in ensuring
the collection and special exhibits,
the latter dedicated to both individ-
uals and eras and facets of our

national history, were of the best -

quality gave us all the positive
opportunity to both entertain and
educate visitors to the Nationa! Por-

trait Gallery. He will be sorely

Imissed.

It is unfortunate that as a farewell
gift the Smithsonian Institution has
chosen to denigrate the fine institu-
tion he has built by not only redug-
ing the museum's share of the space

in the old Patent Office Building, but’

also by inexplicably making the
assigned exhibition space noncon-
tigucus. It is hoped the Board of

_ Regents and public interest will

generate a careful review of the
rational of this dec1s:on an.d seethat
itis fully Jusuﬁed BT

EUGENE J. BUEHLER
Washingion

Reader judges ]udlual litmus tests

It was wrong for some conserva-
tives to use & litmus test to exclude
prospective judges who held pro-

choice views. That approach -

infringes upon judicial indepen-
dence. Similarly, it is wrong to use
a litmus test to exclude people from
judicial consideration just because
they are pro-life. The whole record
of jizdicial nominees should be con-
sidered. As a Yale Law School grad-
vate and prominent attorney, first
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton should
know that, but she said she would
employ such a littnus test,

New York Mayor Rudeolph W.

Giuliani correctly rejects the lit-
‘mus test. Now comes a report that
-an employee of the Democratic .
polling - firm, Global Strategy:

Group, told a resident of Westch-

‘ester County, N.Y., “If elected,

Rudy Giuliani said he would vote
for Sugreme Court judges who are
against abortion.” And Howard
Wolfsan, Mrs. Clinton's communi-
cations director said: “Giuliani has
said that he might vote for an anti-
Roe [vs. Wade] Supreme Court
nominee” ("RFK campaign chief
slams Hillary,” Feb. 23). So the

C_linton campaign, instead of tak-

ing the opportunity to correct Mrs.
Clinton’s mistake, is compounding
her erroneols htmus test by dis-
torting and attacking Mr. Giu-
liani’s principled stand for judi-
cial independence.

The principle involved is more
important than a single issue. I'm
pro-choice {but have doubts about

‘partial-birth abortion) and a life-

long registered Democrat (but I

vote according to the merit of a

particular candidate).

NATHAN DODEL!, .

. Rockville

I'm wrmng in response to Don-
ald Lambro’s odd characterization

of the Concord Coalition in two

recent articles, “Party stays in_
hands of conservatives” (News

and angry campaign” (Commen-
tary, Feb. 24).
Mr. Lambro seems to imply that

we are part of the “anti-establish-

- ment wing” of the Republican Party.

For the record, the Concord Coali-

Hon'is mot & wmg" of €ither politi-

cdl party. We are-a nonpartisan
organization that does not endorse,

support or oppose candidates for

public office or political parties.

Founded in 1992 by former Sen.
Warren Rudman, New Hampshire
Republican, and Paul Tsongas,
Massachusetts Democrat, the orga-

. nization is now.co-chaired by Mr.
Analysis, Feb. 20) and “A strange

Rudman and former Sen. Sam
Nunn, with former Secretary of
Commerce Peter Peterson serving
as president

Mr., Lambro alse characterizes
the orga.nization as “hostile to pro-
life issues” and a supporter of

““stringent new government regula-

tions on campaign contributions and
issue-advocacy ads.” Again, for the
record, the Concord Coalition does

not take positions on such issues. . -

‘The Concord Coalltlon c]anﬁes ‘odd charactenzatlons about group "

.The organization advocates the
need for fiscal discipline, balanced

" budgets, real Social Security and

Medicare reform and paying down
the national debt. As a leading advo-

cate of fiscal vigilance, the Concord -

Coalition concerns itself only with

‘budgetary and economic issues.

The organization ¢ertainly does not
take a stand on such matters as

_ abortion and campaign finance

reform.,
ROBERT L. BDCBY
Executive directar

The Concord Coalition

Wa;hiug_ton_' )

. Father of our coumry deserves ]'us own holnday

Feb. 22 usedto be special’ It‘was-
a national holiday that called for
celébrations all over the United-
States, especially in the city of

. Washington. Flags would fiy, bands.

would play, poliicidns would orate,
newspapers would cover alk the

 special events, and schools would

hold commemorative exercises.
Does anyone remember why we
did it? This year Feb. 22 was a
workday, and the preceding day
was Presidents Day, whatever that
means. When 1 was a Boy Scout,
our troop made a trip to Mount
Vernon on Feb. 22, 1933, where
our bugler played taps at George

"Washington’s tomb.

: be 22 used to be a special day
when we commemorated the life of

George Washington. He deserved

all the honor we could give hitn
becauss he was, as much as any one.

‘man could be, the father of his
".country. He put together an army

of men from 13 Colonies that had
different ideas about their destiny;
he .defeated a superior British
army; and he served as president
for eight turnultuons years, Without

‘him the United States as we know

it might not have been born. If ever
there was an American who
deserved a holiday of his own, it is
George Washington.

Neither on Presidents Day nor

on George Wa.éhinglon’s birthday

did I hear Washington's name men-
tioned on radio or television. I
missed seeing it in the press, Do

schoolchildren know who he is? §. .
‘urge that we dump Presidents Day - -
" and bring back Washington’s Birth-

day as a natiopal holiday. Presi-
dents Day is an empty name. Are
we honoring President Clinton on

that day? Do we include Presidents - -

Nixon and Fillmore? Let’s get back
to the basics and celebrate Wash.
ington’s birthday. with the ‘honor
that is due him.

WILLIAM . BANNING
Silver Spring

"Illaeﬁimt.

The I
WEDNE

on Zimes.

SDAY, MARCH 1, 2000




‘Desperate Rhetoric From the NR.A.

" Americans have become used to hearing nutty
talk from leaders of the National Rifle Association.
But Sunday’s outrageous assertion by the proup’s

‘executive vice president, Wayne LaPierre, that

President Clinton is “willing to accept a certain
level of kKilling to further his po]mcal agenda
deserves special condemnation.

" Mr. LaPierre made his sick suggestion that the
president relishes having gun tragedies to exploit in
‘an interview on ABC's *'This Week.” He was there
to push the N.R A.'s demonstrably false line that the
nation already has enough gun Jaws on the books if
only the administration would enforce them.
Thanks largely to the N.R.A.’s lobbying, those laws
do not adequately address issues of supply, distribu-
tion, design or child access.

In a new advertising campaign the N.R.A.'S
president, Charlton Heston, accuses Mr. Clinton of
engaging in lying and scare tactics {o win support
for gun contro]l measures bottied up in Congress.
But for dishonesty, it is hard to beat the N.R.A's
own whopper in trying to portray the group as a

friend of the reasonable gun safety measures it has’

been fighting to defeat or water down.
“The sparring camejust days after Mr. Clinton's

meeting with key Congressional leaders at the
White House failed to produce progress in freeing a
modest gun control package from the House-Senate
conference committee where it has been stalled for
months. The sticking point remains the strong gun-
show provision that cleared the Senate last May
over the N.R.A.’s vehement opposition. This provi-
sion would. extend to gun-show sales the same
background check requirement that now applies to
guns purchased fromTlicensed dealers.

Two Democratic senators, Charies Schumer of
New York and Richard Durbin of liinois, are pian-
ning to step up the pressure by attaching gun
control amendments to other legislation coming to
thé lNoor. This will force recorded votes on matters
with broad public support, like mandatory trigger
locks and background checks of buyers at gun
shows, flea markets and !nternet sales.

Only two weeks ago a 6-year-old killed a class-
mate with a handgun, one of many reasons gun

‘regulation promises to be an issue in the long

political campaign ahead. The chief obstacle to
saner gun control remains the obstructionism of the
MN.R.A., whose extremist views and rhetoric should
offend Americans fed up with all the gunfire.

New Vaccines for the Poor

'Buried in President Clinton’s new budget is a
cleverly designed proposal to encourage pharma-
ceutical companies to tnvent new vaccines for poor
countries. The proposal would address a severe
. problem. Malaria, tuberculosis and AIDS kill more
than five million people each year. Yet effective
vaccines do not exist, in part because most of the
victims live in poverty and cannot afford drugs.

The administration’s task was to find some way
10 encourage drug companies’ to invest huge
amouris of money in long-term research to produce
products that few of their intended customers could
afford. The answer was a targeted tax credit.

Under the plan, drug companies would be given

a credit against their taxes of one dollar for each:

dollar of sales of new vaccines they make to govern-

0

" ment or nonprofit agencies in the world’s pooresl

countries — in effect doubling the companies’ mon-
ey on each sale. That could create sufficient incen-

‘tive for an expensive research program.

. The administration proposes to spend 31 billion
over nine years on the tax credit — about the same
that Unicef spends each year on its vaccination
programs. One reason to believe the credit will
worlt is the successful.record-of a similar tax credit
for low-income housing that has successfully chan-
neled corporate money to community groups in
some of America’s worst slums. The drug credit
would be limited to new vaccines for malaria and
any other infectious disease that kills more than a
million people each year. With any luck, the benefits

- for mankind could be spectacular.

Ehe Netw ork Times
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The Pope’'s Apology

Over the course of his 2l-year papacy, John
Paul II has attacked the inhumanity of Communism
and, more recently, the costs of unbridled capital-
ism. Now, in the twilight of his career, he has
delivered a solemn apology for the errors of the
Roman Catholic Church over the last 2,000 years.
The pope's act of repentance, delivered as part of
the liturgy of Sunday Mass in 5t. Peter's Basilica,
was a courageous and historic declaration that
many of his own cardinals and bishops cpposed.

In calling for.-a church-wide *‘purification. of -
- memory,” John Paul acknowledged the mistakes

and cruelty imbedded in church history, including
the Inquisition, the forced conversions of native
peoples in Africa and Latin America, and suppert of

_ the Crusades, whose victims included Jews, Mus-

lims and members of the Eastern Orthodox chureh.

John Paul's statement not only reaches back
acress the centuries to redress the wrongs of the
church, but also looks ahead by clearing the air for

.his successors. As long as it was burdened by its

r

tailure to reckon with past misdeeds committed in
the name of Catholicism, the church couid not fully
heal s relations with other faiths. John Paul has
now made jt easier to do that. :

. Some of the things he did not say bear note. The

a apology ‘was expressed in broad terms. It was
" offered on behalf of the church’s *'sons and daugh-

ters,” but not the church itself, which is considered
holy. Nor did John Paul directly address the scnsi-

tive issue of. whether past popes cardinals and
clergy — not just parishioners — also erred. The
pope’s apology for discrimination against women is
welcome but difficult to square with his continued
oppasition to abortion and birth contro!, and to
women in the priesthood. Regrettably, he made no
mention of discrimination against homosexuals.
Anather widely noted omission was the tack of a
specific reference to the Holocaust. Rabbi Marvin
Hier, dean of the Simon Wiesentha! Center, ex-
pressed regret at that omission but called the pope’s
sweeping reference to mistreatment of Jews by
Catholics a *bold- and important step forward.™ It
cormnes twa years after the Vatican's *‘call to peni-
tence” on behalf of Catholics who remained silent in

" .the face of the Holocaust. That earlier statement

was a moving denunciation of anti-Semitism and the
Holocaust, but it fell short of candidly acknowledg-
ing the failure of Pope Pius X1I to speak out against

* the Nazi genocide. John Paul's visit to Israel next

week will provide a striking opportunity far him 1o

‘address the suffering of Jews in the Holocaust and

the Vatican's role in the war years. -

Bent by age and illness, John Paul is no longer
the energetic leader wha did much to speed the
demise of Communism in Eastern Eurcpe. But as
he demonstrated on Sunday, he still has the strength
of heart and mind to confront the historical devi-
atjons of the Cathelic Church and to prepare it far
the changes that will come in jts.third miflennium.

CampaignFinance Bz}ittles

The general election campaign has gotten off to
an unusually fast start, and it has done so under a
cloud of suspicion created by Attorney General
Janet Reno's incompetent and potitically biased
response to the campaign finance abuses of the 1996
campaign. The prospective Republican notninee,
Gov. Gearge W. Bush, has every right to take
advantage of news reports that Ms: Reno'protected
Vice President Al Gore from the searching ihquiry
recommended by senior Justice Departtment offi-

cials. That said, Mr. Bush's fully justified criticism -

of Clinton-Gore fund-raising in 1996 should not di-

. vert attention from the fact that in the 2000 cam-
‘paign debate Mr. Gore is ‘right about how to fix Lhe )

campaign finance laws, and Mr, Bush is wrong.’
Mr. Gore has learned the hard way about the
need for reform. He let himself be used by President
Clinton to raise huge amounts of soft meney. He will
be hdunted the rest of his tareer by his appearance

- at the Buddhist.temple and by his assertion that
. there was *“no controlling legal authofity” to pre-

vent fund-raising telephone calls from the White

House. Since the independent counse! law has
lapsed, any lingering questions about the 1996 cam--

paign should be resolved by the Justice Depart-
rmant's campaign finance task force under new
leadership ¢hosen from the department's profes-

sional ranks. If Mr. Gore has legal liabilities there, -

he will have to address them.

* Meanwhile, voters should insist that Mr, Bush
match the commitments being made by Mr. Gore —
- as well as Bil! Bradley and John McCain — to fix
the existing law. The vice president wants to putlaw
unlirnited soft money contributions to the parties by
corporations, unions and wealthy individuals and to
move toward full public- financing. Mr, Bush op-
poses,public financing and has even chosen not to
accept the spending limits set under current taw as
a requirement for getting federal funds. Mr. Bush
would also exclude wealthy individuals from the
ban on soft money contributions, a step that would
keep the special interest money flowing.

There was a clear tactical imperative to Mr.
Gore's admitting to his 1996 fund-raising *‘mis-
takes.!” But that does not detract from the (mpor-
tance of his pledge to .make campaign finance -

- reforma méjor therne of his campaign. His promise

means that even with Mr. Bradley and Mr. McCain
out of the race, the nation’s election laws will
remain at the top of the issues agenda for 2000. Mr.
Gore needs to improve his proposals by suggesting
new enforcement powers for the Federal Election

" Commission, which would help prevent future attor-

nevs general from blocking investigations of their
own party. Mr. Bush, for his part, needs to couple his
criticism of Mr. Gore with: proposals that would
really improve campaign finance faws instead of
perpetuatmg Ioopholes for the wealthy

o_,l]r Yati Lm'k Cimes
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. - Republican lawmakers and congressional aides
acknowledged that one benefit of forcing a vote on the bill is 1o
energize loyal conservative voters before the November election.
And, they said, there could be political value for them in.getting
Democrats who suppon abortion rights on record as opposin gaban
on an admittedly gruesome procedure. )

Rep. Barney Frank, D-Mass., said he suspects GOP
leaders will call for the override votes this fall, when the general-
election campaign for president and Congress is in full swing.

Opponents claimed that if GOP leaders were serious
about stopping the procedure, they would not have blocked a
bipartisan aliemative to ban all late-term abortions unless done 1o
save the mother$ life or protect her health.

Sponsors James Gresnwood, R-Pa., and Steny Hoyer, D-
Md., said their ban would apply 1o all abortions, regardless of
technique, on fetuses that have reached viability.

**This is to make a political point, and nothing else,”
Hoyer said. '

Nonetheless, the debate was nrnpassmned. as it has been
in the past. Said Judiciary Committee chairinan Henry Hyde, R-I11.,
one of the most influenual anu-abortion lawmakers, **We treat the
unborn as desensitized and dehumanized things to be discarded
with al] the other junk. ... So long as we don draw lines in the
sand, we become accomplices in the slaughter.”

Of the 287 lawmakers who voted for the ban, 209 are
Republicans, 77 are Democrats and one is an independent. Voting
**no" were 8 Republicans, 132 Democrats and one independent:

. The U.S. Supreme Court may well have more impact on
abortion procedures than Congress in the coming weeks. The high
court has announced that on April 25, i1 will hear a challenge to
Nebraska’s ban in an attempt to resolve confusion in the lower
Courts.

NRA, LaPierre doing hunters no service
By Eric Sharp
Knight Ridder Newspapers

DETROIT The National Rifle Associalion once again is
pambling our night to own hunting guns on a far-out campaign to
maxitnize firearms sales and ensure the lunatic fringe can own guns
that few hunters want or need. .

. In 1us reckless efforis to prevent the passage of laws that
make sense to most hunters I talk 1o, the NRA is like someone
trying 10 build a dam in the middie of a fast-flowing river dunng a
torrential rain.

It might stern the flow tempora:il y, but lhe force behind
the dam just gets bigger. When it finally bursis, the flood of anti-
gun legislation will be far wotse than reasonable rules that could be
negoliated now.

Most Americans me among them are sick of stories
about seme wacko using a firearm for a mass slaughier, or some
unbalanced juvenile or uncomprehending child using a family gun
10 settle some score. Yet every lime it happens, the NRA responds
with obscene shneks about how the killings could have been
prevented if some of the victims had been armed.

I don want 1o live in a place that is so dangerous [ have
to carry a gun (o protect my family and myself. The solutions o our
national epidemnic of violence are myriad and complex, but I dont
befieve they include creating millions of two-bit Rambos.

And 20 years as an outdoor wniter have given me enough
experience with the marksmanship of the average gun owner 1o
make the hair on my neck stand up at the thought of giving
unlimited numbers of bad shots the potential to engage in firefights.
We'd see four innocent bystanders killed for every bad guy
(probably about the same ratio as those goofy pOlICC car chases
through crowded streets).

I was furious when NRA - vice president Wayne LaPierre
said President Bill Clinton needed gun deaths to get votes. Clinton
is far from my favorite politician. His [ying and fund-raising
practices are reprehensible. But it is just as reprehensible for
LaPierre to make such divisive, unfounded charges. and theresa -

~ good chance they will rebound against gun owners.

If anyone is guilty of exploiting this nation’s epidemic of
gun violence, it's LaPierre and others at the NRA who use fear of
crime and lost constitutional rights to panic people inte supporing
archaic laws that must bear some responsibility for firearms deaths.

The threat from that stupid intransigence might be
presaged by a recent Supreme Court ruling tha gave Maryland the

Comns - b o

night to regulate guns under consumer-safety laws. Other states,
including Michigan, could follow suit. I suspect the next multiple
murder in a school or workplace will prod politicians to use those
consumer |aws 1o impose the harshest rules possible to satisfy an
angry eleclorate.

While it might be as much a political argument as a
medical one, the American Academy of Pediatrics has comne out for
a total ban on handguns and semiautomatic riftes. It's an extreme
view, but the AAP cited statistics such as the 4,223 young people
(under the age of 20} who died of gunshot wounds in 1997,

Those kinds of statistics raise the hackles of the vast
number of Americans who dont own guns. And yet the NRA
conlinues 10 oppose even modest proposals that would not seriously
affect most hunters, such as handgun rigger locks, reglstrauon and
education for new gun buyers.

I have always held there is no reason to stop gun
ownership by the Jaw-abiding and the qualified. Obviously, we |
should point to statistical evidence that shows gun-crime rates are
low in places such as Vermont, which have the most liberal
owrtership laws. Yet it’s also clear that in places where gun-crime
rates are high and laws are restrictive, gun availability is still pan of
the problem, and no one can deny that innocuous changes like
mandatory locks on handguns would reduce the death toll.

If nothing else, it would help prove the argument that the
core of the problem isnY guns but some people who get their hands
on them. and poliucians who use the gun issue to avoid

* responsibility for the underlying social problems thal cause gun

CTimne.

. Towna lol of guns. Even if I wasn a hunter, [ probably
stil] would have a gun. Good firearms are fine pieces of machinery.
and [ enjoy taking them to a target range to see if I can get the
precise results out of them that brilliant designers and superb
crafismen built in. But my enjoyment of guns doesnY blind me to
the fact that they can be lethal in the hands of the incompetent.
careless, criminal or deranged.

~ 1donY believe gun ownership should be avaijable to
everyone, or that we have an unlimited right to own any kind of
firearm, notwithstanding the beliefs of Second Amendment zealots
who willfully nusinterpret the intent of the Constitution (read that .
part about **a well-regulated militia . . ."), and don waste your time
on angry calls or e-mails to me.

1 see no reason for a civilian to own a submachine gun,
and 1 think anyone who buys a gun for the first time should undergo
at least the same rudimentary training and testing required to get a
driver’s license. I don understand why peaple who sell guns at gun
shows or through newspaper ads shouid be exempt from the
regulations imposed on retail gun stores. nor can [ see a reason to
oppose requiring trigger safety locks, at least with handgun sales.

We need to recognize that America has changed
drastically in one generation. This no ionger is the America where
most of us had rural connections, if not roots. Nearly every family
had its hunters, and most homes had a gun or two. The country has
become far more urban. And women, who tend to be the most
opposed to gun ownership, are far more independent than their
mothers and grandmothers, who tended to take their cues on such
issues from men,

We've also seen a change in the NRA. from an
organization that largely represented hiinters 1o one that preaches
the gospel of the Second Amendment as if it were a commandment.

Many hunters have told me they dislike the NRA'S
stndent. confrontavonal stance, but hesitate to incur the wrath of
the zealots. The NRA counts on this 10 stifle internal dissent, and
anyone who fails to exhibit a knee-jerk reaction against any
preposed gun legisiation is attacked as 2 communist or oppenent of
the Constitution.

But its time that we stood up. at least those who dont
appreciate people like LaPierre claiming to represent us. And § hope
other outdoor writers will get on board. because ] know some of
them feel the same.

When you get down to basics, [ donY see my night to gun
ownership threatened nearly as much by mainstream Americans as 1
do by the lunacy of the NRA.

Both candidates need more work on women's votes, Emily’s
List finds

By Jodi Enda

Knight Ridder Newspapers




Judge sets expedited penalues hearing; Gates lobbies Congress
By Frank. James
Chicago Tribune

' WASHINGTON As a judge sought 10 specd the penalty
phase of the landmark antitrust case against Microsoft Corp.,
chairman Bill Gates visited Congress and the White House on
Wednesday, lobbying lawmakers but also saying he opposes the
Jjudge’s further plan to hasten the appeals process in the case.

Gates sought to portray his company as unbowed by the
finding that it has acted an illegal monopoly. He lobbied. as he
normally would, on issues imporiant to his industry: approval of
normalized trade relations with China on a permanent basis and an
Increase in imimigration visas for foreign software engineers
wishing (o enter the United States,’ _ _

Gates also met privately with Sen. John McCain, R-Az.,
chairman of the powerful Commerce Committee, and discussed the
possibility of hearings related to the impact of Jackson's ruling in
the giant dispute between Microsoft and the government.

Both that meeting and the timing of Gates’ visit to
Washington raised some eyebrows.

Robert Bork, the former federal appellate judge whose
nomination to the Supreme Court was defeated in a famous Senate
controversy, took a dim view of Gates’s visit to Capitol Hill. *'I
think he's trying to win the case in the political arena and the arena
of public relauons, rather than in the legal arena where his chances
are quite slimmer than they are anywhere eise,” Bork said.

Asked what effect he thought Gate's campaign might
have, he said; ‘I don* think it will have any effect on Judge
{Thomas Penfield} Jackson nor do ! think it will have any effect on
the appeals court. ' hope it-doesnY have any effect on the Congress.

**Congress tends 1o react in Xind of a blunt political -
way."” added Bork. who has been a paid consultant for some of
Microsoft’'s adversaries in the case. *'I hope that doesn' happen in -
this case because I would hate 1o see the law bent by politics here as
it has in other areas.”

Throughoul the case, J ackson has sought to condense
what would typically be a protracted schedule for a major antitrust
case. Thus. his rmove to speed the nexi phase, in which he will
decide on remedies to Microsoft’s viplations, represents nothing
unusual in his oversight of the matter.

But, as pan.of that same thrust, he has told me lawyers
for both sides, he would like for the parties to agree to an expedited
appeals process, 10 avoid disrupung the economy and wasting ime.

Gates, who also attended a White House summit on the
economy, made clear during a meeting with Republican senators
that Microsoft is opposed (o Jackson’s plan to hasien the appeals
process. which could easily last two or three years, assuming the
U.S. Supreme Court would take the case after it was handled by a
federal appeals panel. :

After the meeting with Gates, Sen. Slade Gorton, a
Repubiican who represents Microsoft’s home state of Washington,
indicated that Microsoft would likely veto any such move.

..Atis safe to say that Microsoft would prefer that it go
through the regular process.” Gorton said. *‘Microsoft has never

lost in the District of Columbia Circunt Court of Appeals. And |

cenamnly would advise Microsoft thai that it go through™ the appeals *

court before the Supreme Court. Gornon said.

According to transcripts of meelings in his chambers the
past two days. Jackson indicated he preferred to move swiftly.

**My transcendent objective is to get this thing before an
appellate ribunal @ 12ndash@ 3/4 one or another @ }”2ndash@3/4
as quickly as possible because 1 dont wamt to disrupt the economy
or waste any more of yours or my time.” Jackson told the lawyers
Tuesday. :
On Wednesday. Jackson told the government’s lawyers
to provide him with their proposals for how Microsoft should be
punished and competition in the high-tech field enhanced by April
25.

Such sanctions could include a breakup of the company
or strict rules on its behavior fike forcing it to publish uniform price
lists 50 it couldnY discriminate against customers or making it
provide the technical details 1o its software 1o all its customers in a
timely fashion.

Microsoft would then have 1o respond by May 10 with
the government’s finaj reply duc the following week. On May 24,
Jackson would convene the sanctions hearing in his court.

Some lawmakers who met with Gates indicated he was

reticent to discuss the trial. Sen. Kent Conrad, D-N.D., said that
when he asked Gates about the trial, *'he gave a thumbnail review.
He said he really wasnY here today to talk about that. He was really
here to walk about the meeting to foliow at the White House about
the new economy.”™

Gates apparently regaled Democralic senators with his
vision for new technology, including an electronic pad that would
allow notes written by hand on it to be ransferred directly into

- personal databases. -

~ Gates-couldn' escape questions about the case, however,
At a closed-door meeting with House Republicans, Gates was asked
if he thought a change in adrmmsuauon would make a difference in
the case.

*‘Probably yes,” Gates said according to lawmakers who
attended the meeting. The lawmakers said Gates wasnY wlking in
partisan terms. What he meant, they said, was that either a
Republican administration or new Democratic administration would
handle the case differently.

Likely Republican nominee George W. Bush last month
sounded as though he frowned upon the antitrust lawsuit filed by
the Justice Department and 19 states. But his aides later said he was
actually saying he hoped the case would be settled. '

At the White House conference, Gates sat next to
Clinton and spoke of the so-called digial divide, or growing gap
between information haves and have-nots, as well as discussing his
philanthropic activities aimed at vaccinating children worldwide.

**We're at the beginning of what the computer can do to
change our lives,” said Gates. seeking 10 show the softer side of a
corporate execulive pillored as ruthless in court by the povernment.
“'The best is yet to come.™

"Partial birth’ abortion ban passes in House, but Clinton veto
expected
By Jackie Koszeruk
Knight Ridder Newspapers

WASHINGTON The Republican leadership of the
House of Representatives on Wednesday took aim at Democrats in
ught re-election contests by forcing a vote on a bill to ban a
controversial aborion procedure.

The ban on so-called partial birth abortions passed the
House, 287-141, but President Clinton has already vetoed it twice,
and so few congressmen have changed their minds that history
seems bound (o repeat itself for a third time.

Since they came 1o power in 1995, Republicans in
Congress twice have sent the president similar legislation and twice
he has vetoed it on grounds that it does not go far enough in

- protecting the health of pregnant women.

In each case. the legislation would have created civil and
criminal penalties, including up to two years in jail. for health
practitioners who perform an abortion procedure in which a fetus is
partially delivered. then aborted. Supporters of the ban say the
procedure is unusually cruel and offensive because an otherwise
healthy, living fetus is partially delivered then killed by crushing its
skull or removing its brain.

The procedure, known medically as dilation and
extraction; is uncommon, though there are no firm statistics on its
frequency.

Oppanents m’ the ban long have argued that exemplions
should be made for physicians who judge the procedure necessary
10 protect the health of the mother. Supporters wani the exemption
limited 10 situations in which the mothers life is in danger.

Although they probably have a sufficient number of
votes in the House to sustain the expected veto by Clinton,

- supporters are admittedly shon of the super majority 67 also

needed in the Senate. On Oct. 21, the Senate voted for a simiar
ban, 63-34. If three senators absent thal day had voted as they had
in the past. the vote would have been 65-35. still two shon of the
total necessary to override a presidential veto.

Sen. Rick Santorum. R-Pa.. and other supponers of the
ban argued that there is merit in bringing the bill up for a vote time
and again because with each atternpt. they inch closer to an override
majority. But even Republican leaders acknowledge that the votes
are probably not there this year.

Said House Majority Leader Richard Armey. R-Texas,
**“There is a lot of heart and commitment behind this and the sense
on the part of {lawmakers} that we must do everyvihing possibie 10
stop this horrible procedure.”
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Air-safety penalties jump 80%

> SpeCIal Report Records reveal tens of thousands of at-risk flights, 1,3B

By Gary Sioller
USA TODAY - h\

A USA TODAY study of feder-
a] records shows that US. alr-
lines were fined more than
$9.4 million last year for vio-
lating safety regulations, an In-

crease of at least 80% from 1998,

Last year's iolal probably
will grow because the Federal
Avialion Administration with-
holds inforrmation about securi-

" ty cases that were opened with-

In the past 12 months.

USA TODAY studied thou-
sands of FAA enforcement
cases against the 10 major air-

lines and 13 other Jet airlines
that were closed during the
past 15 years. Data Is complete
through 1998,

Among Lhe Andings:

> On en averape of elght
limes each workday in 1998,
the FAA fined or look edminis-
tratlive acilon agalnst one of
Lhose airlines for alleged sa!ely
violations,

» Maintenance and securlty
violalions account for atmost
three-quariers of the dollar
amount of all fines apainst the
alrlines from 1985 (o 1998,

> Security violalions ac-
count for about hatf the amount

- fined in 1998, based on cases in
the database as of Jan. 14. Vio- -

jations of maintenance rules
account for 38%.

In 1999, America West was
hil with the highest armnount In
fines, nearly $2.8 million. That
totat Included a $2.5 million
fine for operating more than
41,000 flights wilhoul perform-
ing required Inspeclions,

“Those malters are well be-
hind us, and our resources are
focused on conthnuing to im-
prove our operabion and safe-
ty," said Stephen Johnson, a
senior vice president at Ameri-
ca WesL

Delta Alr Lines was assessed
the most fines, 177, and the sec-
ond-highest amount, nearly
$2 millron, for 1999, Della,
America West and American
Airlines, which was flned near.
ly $1.5 milllon, accounted for
about two-thirds of all 23 r:arn
ers’ fine {olal.

“We always emphasize safety
and security as our No. 1 priori-
ty,” Delta spokesman John
Kennedy sald. “We work dili-
genlly with the FAA lo resclve
all the sitvations in which we
were cited. We fly more people
and have more operatlons than
amyone In the world, so you'd

expect that the number of fines
would reflect that we're Lhe
busiest airline "

Delta says It carried 110 mil-
lion passengers on about 2 mil-
lion Rights worldwide last year.

Of the couniry's 10 largest

passenger alrlines, Continental

was fined the least amount lasi
year: $111,250.

The results for 1989 include
violations that occurred before
1999. Some of last year's fine lo-
i8]s could include payments re-
suling from seltlement agree-
ments. In such agreements, the
airlires do not. admit to vio-
lating regulations.

NRA says Clinton accepts

‘a certain level of Killing’

By Laurence McQuillan

USA TODAY h‘
WASHINGTON — In'a' harsh

public brawl, President Clinton crit-

Icized the Nalional Rifle Associa-

- llon on Sunday for a “knee-jerk re-

action” to gun safety, and a top NRA
official accused Clinton of being
willing to “accept a cerlain level of
kiling” to further his agenda and
that of Vice President Gore.

“I just think that their kneejerk
reaction fo any gun safety measure
is wrong,” Clinlon said In an In-
terview on ABCS This Week. “If
you do one iltile thing that requires
any accommodation ... they think
It's the end of the world.”

Wayne LaPlerre, the NRA'S exec-

utive vice president, fired back:

"“T've come to believe that (Clinion)

needs a certain level of violence in
this country, He's willing to accepta

cerlain level of Killing {o further his .

political agenda and his vice presi-
dent, too.”

Among other things, Clinton
seeks background checks at gun
shows thal could.take up to 72
hours. The NRA wanis Instant
checks or checks Lhat fake 24 hours
at most. The exchanges were
spawned by ads In which actor
Charlion Heston, the NRA presl-
denl, virtually calis Clinton a liar for
casling his group as a threat to pub-
fic safety tor blocking new gun laws.

“The polisters and consultants
are telling them ‘“Scare suburban

women, " LaPlerme sald of the
White House position and the presl-
‘dential race between Gore and Tex-
as Gov. George W. Bush.

Gun control has taken on a new

_urgency lhis campaign year after

the tragedy at Columbine High
Schoel In Littleton, Colo., fasi year
and the uproar afler a 6-year-old
shot and kllled a firstgrade class
mate last month near Flinl, Mich.
Clinton brushed aslde NRA com-
plaints that he has failed to credit
its efforts to promole safety and en-
Jorce existing gun laws! “These
crocodile tears, I don't think \t will

wash with the volers, even with Mo-

ses reading the script.”

P Campaign roundup, 8-0A




