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Recently the Australian Attorney-General, the HOljlourable Daryl Williams, 
wrote to the President of the National Rifle Association (NRA), Mr Charlton 
Heston, about the misrepresentation of Australian statistics in the NRA' s 
advertising campaign. " 

The gun laws of the United States, ofco~r~e, are iatters for US citizens and the 
US Government. Australia does not seek to be inyolved in the current US 
debate. I 

/'
Neve~heless, my ?overnment has feltcompelledlto"cor.rect th~ r~cord in light of 
the mlsrepresentatlOt:ls'made by the NRA of the A1ustrahan expenence. ' 

Yours sincerely 

Michael Thawley 
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The Hon Daryl Williams AM QCMP ~ Attorney-General• 
Mr Charlton Heston 

President 

National Rifle Association ofAmerica 

11250 Waples Mill Road 
 2 2 MAR 2000 
Fairfax VA 22030 

UNITED STATES 


Dear Mr Heston 

I have been made aware that the National Rifle Association ofAmerica is using 
Australian crime statistics to argue that gun controls are ineffective. I am concerned 
that you are using misleading statistics to make your ca~e. 

The iat~stfigures·that are available in Australia on the uJe offlfearms in crime come 
from the Australian Bureau of Statistics CABS). These figures show that fireanns are 
being used less often in murder, attempted murder, assartlt, sexual assault and aIDled 
robbery in 1998 compared with 1997. \ 

In particular, you may be interested to know that the figures show that homicides 
with a frrearm decreased from 99 in 1996 to 54 in 1998.1 The 1996 figures include the 
35 people tragically killed by one gwunan using military~style weapons in Port 
Arthur. Thenumber ofmurders involving a frrearm is now lower than at any time 
since 1994. \ 

Research from the Australian Institute of Criminology also indicates that the number 
of firearm~related deaths decreased from 523 to 438 bettveen 1996 and 1997. 

At the time ofthe release of the ABS report last year the IGovernrnent emphasised that 
it was still too early to fully evaluate the impact of the Federal Government's 
initiatives to reduce the number of fueanns in the comn111nity. However, the figures 
are encouraging. The national flrearms agreement has succeeded in removing more 
than 640,000 dangerous weapons from circulation in thei community, 

There are many things that Australia can learn from the United States. How to . 
manage fireann ownership is not one of them. The 54 fir~ann-related homicides in 
Australia in 1998 equate to a rate of only 0.28 per, 100,000 people. I have been 
advised that this compares to a rate which is in the orderbf 4 per 100,000 in the 
United States. I 

Now that you have the facts, I request that you withdraw immediately the misleading 
infonnation from your latest campaign. 

Yours sincerely 

~.~ 
DARYL WILLIAMS 

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600· Telephone (02) 6277 7300· Fax (02) 6273 4102 

.. 
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Letters to the Editor . 
Chicago Tribune 
Chicago! II.. 
Via Fe: 3121222-2598 

Dear Editor: 

--'41 002_ 

.No, b~!:I~ r. I. 
5SD /II. BRClAI:IWA"f 
CHICAGO. llllOEilllll 

T~:m!iQlS..71CJ1 
FirA: .173-&&8202 

The leadership of the National Rifle Association (NRA) has once again hit a new 
low. Wayne LaPierre, the NRA'g .Executive Vice prJsident and national spokesperson, 
appelll"ed on national television on S'W:1$faY to accuse the President ofthe United States of . 
promoting violence. This is what he sBid about the P:resident on ABC'B This Week, "I've 
come to believe that he needs a certai'lllevel ofviolerl.ce in this country .. He's willing to 
accept a C~ain level ofki11i.ng ~o fu.nher ~P~litiCa1\agenda and his .~ce president too/' 

This preposterous and sIck accusation IS «;Ine ofthe most egreglous chatges ever 
leveled by the NRA's leadership. What is he going tddo next -- accuse school grief 
counselors of inciting mote school shootings 80 they ~an have more business? 

I 
. , i 

. In a fundraising letter in 1995, Lapierre descrl1'ed federal a.gents as '1ack-booted 
government thUgS" wearing "Nazi bucket helmets and; black stann trooper unifonns to 
atta.c.k law-abiding citizens_" At that time, President ~ush tumed in, and rightfullY so. liis 
lifetime JOt1'mhership card to the NRA in protest ofLaPierre"s letter. 

I believe LaPierre bas a lot of'explaining to do ~o the NRA 1S three million 
members and to the Ameri(i81l people. 

Thirteen children die eac;h day from gun violence. To their grieving parenta. 
LaPietre is saying it's not the guns; it's the Presid~t. NR.A members, I invite you to 
reject that nonsenSB, and instead join the President and the vast majority ofAmC!lricans in 
support ofc~mmonBen8e gun safety I.8.w8. 

"1'IIKl'ED QN ItIiQ'fCUlD ",t.PIlJI .......... 


http:ofki11i.ng
http:violerl.ce


,Eric P. Liu 
03/20/200005:32:56 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Anna Richter/OPD/EOP@EOP 

cc: Leanne A. Shimabukuro/OPD/EOP@EOP, Deanne E.Benos/0PD/EOP@EOP, Bruce N. 
Reed/OPD/EOP@EOP 

Subject: atlanta revised 

Anna -- pis send down to press office so they have it handy. I can't attach for some reason, so I pasted in. 
Thanks. 

. Atlanta Shooting 
Questi(m and Answer 

March 20, 2000 

.Q: The NRA claims that in last week's Atlanta shooting of a sheriff's deputy, the 
I· . 

federal government was derelict in failing to prosecute the alleged shooter, H. Rap 
Brown, in 1995-- despite pleas from the local authorities for a federal prosecution. What 
is your response to this charge? 

A: This is simply more heated rhetoric by the NRA .. It ~s important to note that the facts 
are continuing to unfold in last week's shooting in Atlanta. But regarding the 1995 charge, 
while it is true that H. Rap Brown was accused of shooting *nd injuring an individual, there 
were significant evidentiary problems that led prosecutors n0t to pursue the casy (most 
notably, the victim later publicly recanted, stating that Browb was not in fact the perpetrator). 

In any event, it is ironic that the NRA is now raising the imJortance ofprotecting police 
officers from harm. It has been reported that the weapon liS~d in the Atlanta shooting may 
have been an assault weapon, and that the arIIplunition used in the shooting pierced the 
bulletproof vest worn by the officer. For the record, the NRA opposed the Administration and 
law enforcement when we passed assault weapons ban. Andl they opposed us in our fight to 
ban cop killer bullets that can penetrate body armor. The NRA has a lot of nerve blaming us 
for this tragedy when they've stood against us and law enforbement in trying to do more to 
protect cops. 

mailto:E.Benos/0PD/EOP@EOP
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Remarks of James Jay Baker 

Executive Director, NRA Institute for Legislative Action 

Before the Outdoor Writers Association of America 


Sioux Falls, South Dakota -- June 23, 1999 


Good morning, everyone, and thank you for the kind introduction. I appreciate the 

invitation to come speak here today, and believe me, it's a relief to get out of 

Washington after the past couple of weeks. 


I am proud to be a long-time member of the Outdoor Writers' Association myself. The 

publishers of Shootihg Times have been gracious' enough to give me a monthly 

personal soapbox for nearly ten years now, and while very little of what I write about 

takes place outdoors, our work certainly does have implications for all hunters, 

conservationists, and aficionados of the shooting 

sports. 


I know that many of you have seen, read or heard about the speech recently given by 

NRA's president, Charlton Heston, at Harvard University, entitled "The Culture Wars." 

I'm here to provide an update from the front, where we have now moved 

beyond the point where the issue is purely one of rhetoric. Last Friday's Washington 

Post accurately described the situation, for once, with the following headline: "Culture 

Wars Erupt in Debate on Capitol HilL", 


I've spent the last six weeks in, the trenches of this cultural war, in the context of 
congressional debate over juvenile justice legislation. While the House of 
Representatives voted last Friday to kill the entire package of firearm restrictions, it's not 
the end of the battle. It's just the beginning, not of a battle but of a war, to eliminate the 
entire culture of hunting, shooting, and wildlife conservation. 

I can tell what you're thinking -- this is starting to sound like an apoplectic fundraiser 

mailing. But I wouldn't be here today if I didn't know"beyond a shadow of a doubt, that 

we are facing a concerted effort to eliminate the full range of freedoms and 

traditions that your industry chronicles. I also wouldn't be here today unless I felt that 

you had a pivotal role to play, and that our time is quickly running out. 


Bill Clinton himself fired the opening shots. Immediately after the tragedy in Littleton, he 
hosted a media production to justify his only policy response to the tragedy -- an 
enormous package of firearm restrictions that his Administration has not otherwise 
been un'able to ramrod through the Congress. 

Not for any lack of trying. In the cold, purely political calculus of the White House" 
Littleton merely provided a convenient opening to try again. And in protesting the efforts 
of any who might disagree with his agenda, Bill Clinton uttered perhaps the 
most chillingly honest words we have ever heard from him, when he said "The problem 

,	is, we have another culture in our country ... When there are no constituents for this 
movement (of hunting and sport shooting), the movement will evaporate." 



"Evaporate." No longer is the anti-gun, anti-hunting movement satisfied to chipaway at 
our rights and freedoms by isolatingindividuarsports, firearms, and hunting practices for 
attack. We have now been identified as the next targets of a social war, in 
which the singular goal is the elimination of the movement. By movement, they mean 
you, me and millions of other individuals who only want to protect our heritage. 

Those who want nothing less than the end of our hunting and shooting have many 

assets on their side, and we saw many of them in play during Senate debate over the 

juvenile justice bill. The ever-increasing number, and increasingly pervasive 

influence, of media delivery methods -- from 24-hour news to the Internet -- have 

shortened the news cycle to a point where it has withered the collective attention span 

of America. ­

Votes can be taken in the Congress, while Bill Clinton offers running commentary from ­
the Rose Garden and the pundits analyze debate over buzzwords that have yet to be 
defined, all in the space of minutes. Flash polls are taken and their methodological 
faults are lost in the next wave of breathless commentary. Media figures like Rosie 
O'Donnell manipulate their audiences for personal political agendas, driving a 
complacent viewing public to undertake any action that can be quickly copied off the 
screen -- the same screen that now presents, for many Americans, their only pipeline to ­
a world beyond the running range of their minivan. Enormous issues of national policy 
can be, and often are, decided in less time that it takes you or I to scout a deer trail. 

These were the factors in play when the Senate spent nearly two weeks stampeding 

over the most fashionable issues in the current anti-gun agenda. Even while advocates 

of gun control brazenly admitted that the issues had nothing to do with Littleton, 


_ several members of the Senate beat hasty retreats from long-standing records of 
support for America's gun owners. 

President Clinton gleefully orchestrated the stampede, feeding the eager cameras a 
constant stream of sanctimony. The media played its designated role, rushing headlong 
to the Senate press gallery every time another politico rattled off a 
focus-group-tested sound bite invoking the victims of the aberrational violence that 
haunted Littleton, and then Conyers, Georgia. The results of this deafening rush to 
judgment were easy to predict -:. the Senate abandoned rational debate and 
rushed to safe harbor from the media onslaught, by doing what Clinton told them to do. 
It's no coincidence that many of the legislative provisions currently under debate focus 
on restricting youth access to firearms. -But the perpetrators of Littleton 
were violent aberrations, anomalies against a backdrop of millions of young Americans 
who have handle firearms responsibly every day. 

When Hillary Clinton decreed that, "Children and guns don't even belong in the same 

sentence," she insulted the millions of American families who live in America's open 

spaces, teaching their children the noble traits of responsibility, safety, and ­
self-sufficiency by tutoring them in marksmanship, conservation, and gun safety. 




This backhanded assault on generations of tradition and American' heritage was 
parroted by the media, complete with the latest poll results that predictably show 
agreement with the agend,a the pollster has been instructed to corroborate. And they 
know the power of language -- just as buzzwords like "assault weapons" and "cop killer 
bullets" were inver,lted to justify plain old gun control proposals, so now they have 
hijacked the term "gun safety" to describe anything but. 

Just as predictably, every complicated new restriction was put forth as somehow 
necessary "for the children." This shameless bit of rhetorical sleight-of-hand is quite 
intentional, meant to shame the opposition into guilty retreat. Who could be against the 
children? Yet the selfish adoption of these anonymous children reflects an attitude that 
is alarmingly elitist. What about our children? In ,effect,we are being told that we are a 
dangerous influence to our own flesh and blood. Tharby passing along our 
traditions of responsibility, self-reliance and stewardship for the land, we are leading our 
children astray into a dark netherworld of poisonous violence. The same netherworld, by 
the way, that is daily portrayed as entertainment by the same r:nedia 
conglomerates that drive the anti-gun age'nda. 

In truth, it is about the children -- it's aboutdriving them away from the outdoor life that, ' 
we cherish so deeply, by filling suburban SOCiety with a deep and pervading suspicion of 
all the outdoor traditions that we have enjoyed since we landed on this continent. ' 

Not long ago, I received a letter from a 11-year old girl, an aspiring hunter in California. 
The note she sent me read: 

"Dear Owner of the NRA: 

"I'm a concerned citizen about this gun issue between you and Bill Clinton. Would 
you do me a favor and read this to him? If you would like to look it over, that's fine with 
me." ' 

Here's what it said: 

"Dear Bill Clinton: I would just like to point something out to you. Guns cannot get up, 
walk around firing at every human being. Just because, some idiot decides to sell a gun 
to a minor, and the minor goes to school and shoots somebody doesn't mean you 
should punish the whole country. ' ' 

"Sincerely, 

"An extremely mad citizen, soon to be twelve and a young lady with a hunting 
license." , 



This indignant little girl is the target of the culture wars, and she knows it. Inevitably, the· 

culture war is also about demographics. The nature ofchange in our society is 

relentless and implacable, and for the past several decades we have 

watched the sprawl of strip malls, townhouses and parking lots consume enormous 

amounts of wildlife habitat. While we take comfort in the seemingly endless reach· and 

bounty of our open spaces, we must also recognize .that societal attitudes are 

moving far beyond the clear evidence of construction debris that progressively litters the 

landscape. The effort to eliminate our traditions, to evaporate our movement, pervades 

our entire nation. 


Many pundits attempt to paint the gun control debate as one purely of party. and it is 

true that Bill Clinton has successfully dragged his party apparatus to the fringes of the 

gun control debate. Yet we saw in the House that many Democrats will defy 

their president to stand in support of our outdoor traditions, and that many Republicans 

will sacrifice loyalty. to their leadership to attack these same traditions. These 

differences are not rooted in party, personality, or ideology.-- they are a direct reflection 

of the land, and of the people who cast the votes that elect individuals to represent them 

in national debate. Rural representatives are still attuned to our heritage, wrlile 

suburban representatives are increasingly antagonistic to it. 


But the changes in our society are moving numbers between the categories. Next year, 

our nation will undertake the census, and the numbers will move yet further. And they 

are not moving in our favor. The effects of this census in re-allocating congressional 

seats in the redistricting proces's will be enormous. 


Fifty seats is a conservative estimate of the number of seats in the HOlJse that could be 

ripped from our margin of pro-gun rural or exurban representatives and handed to urban' 

or suburban representatives who care more about urban grant money 

than opening day. 


The rash of municipal lawsuits attacking the gun industry is another symptom of the 

trend. Lacking the resources, or perhaps the motivation, to' reduce crime by rigorously 

prosecuting criminals, big city mayors have decided to shift the blame to an 

industry that few of their voters identify with. Some of this is purely pragmatic -­

indiVidual criminals are hard to find, and often quite darigerous. The gun industry, on the 

other hand, is easy to find and easier yet to demonize. Suing a lawful industry is also . 

a guaranteed pa,th to headlines and cameras, and while few urban citizens see any 

merit to punishing innocent, highly regulated industries,.'neither do they see any threat. 


To date, we have been successful in persuading 12 state legislatures and governors 

that these lawsuits are indeed an enormous threat to our system of jurisprudence, and 

they have responded by enacting legislation that prohibits such reckless, friVolous 

lawsuits. But this campaign tracks the underlying problem of politics based in geography 

-- many of the states to pass such legislation not only did not harbor lawsuits. they 

barely contain any cities. 


) 



So this threat will continue, until enough of thelawsLlits are dismissed that the litigation 
craze becomes' yet another postscript to history. Or until the craze reaches enough " 
industries and voters to motivate the Congress to pass such legislation on a national 
level. With a trial lawyer and his wife serving in the White House, this isn't likely to 
happen in the next two years. 

The larger threat is not that the gun industry will be driven into bankruptcy, but that out . 
political di~logue will become bankrupt instead. The demographic changes in society 
are helping those who wish to drive out dissent, and govern by finger in the wind. 
Hundreds of polls per day flow through the nation's capital, and this endless stream of 
misinformed opinions and biased analyses stains our political debate with what can only 
be called censorship. Those who dare to disagree with the conventional wisdom of the 
moment are labeled extremist and out-of-touch, while those who can cite a poll 
manipulated to provide fifty-percent-plus-one in support of their agenda wave their 
imaginary mandates like stone tablets handed down from the 
Mount.' 

The attitude that any citizen who picks up their phone should have a role in deciding 
national policy threatens to displace our cherished system of government with a 
pervasive tyranny df the majority. Trlis specter grows even more alarming when the 
majority consists purely of voters and citizens who have no exposure to our way of life -­
a"situation that comes closer every day. 

The implications of this shift go far beyond the difficulty of finding your next great 
hunting spot or fishing hole:At one point during the recent congressional debate, a 
Democratic party leader declared that it was time to. sacrifice the rural districts in 
order to better appeal to the swelling hordes of suburban voters. Congressman Patrick 
Kennedy, Democrat of Rhode Island is the chairman of the Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee, and he didn't mince words when he said "We have 
written off the rural areas." For me, however, the truly frightening moment came when a 
high ranking Republican strategist confided that some in their party were entertaining 
the same thoughts. 

These attitudes are not particularly sinister or malevolent -- politics is a game of 
numbers. The vote you saw the House take last Friday was not a repudiation of the 
societal changes, but a reflection of them -- dozens of anti-gun Democrats voted to 
sink the gun control package because they would rather have an issue than a bill. They 
plan to horrify suburban votes with the specter of anonymous youth violence, allegedly 
perpetrated through sinister "loopholes" that they will blame Republicans for 
preserving. . 

Everything that's left of our rights and freedoms have now become "loopholes" in the 
newspeak of suburban politics, in the. callous confidence that few voters in swing 
districts know any better. Next fall, 30-second attack commercials will blaze 
through our hometowns, driving poll numbers in wild swings that will threaten to unseat 
pro-gun representatives. All while you.and I are scouting the nearest deer trail. 



But we are not powerless against this relentless cultural crusade. In fact,'as outdoor 
writers, you are uniquely well-positioned to combat it. ' 

Your work -- your writings, photography, and ingrained appreciation for the traditions 
that are at risk of evaporating - these are all in the front lines of this battle. Many of you 
already reach beyond trade publications in your work, and you can all seek out new 
opportunities to do so. Use your work not only to inform, but to recruit. Share the 
magnificence of our open spaces with those who may have,never been there, and you 
will have the power to protect our heritage. Consider yourselves ambassadors to the 
increasing numbers of Americans who have never had the pleasure of being exposed to 
our traditions and the outdoor way of life. 

But frankly, many outdoor: writers miss this enormous opportunity, by writing largely 
technical articles that are of great use to accomplished sportsmen but little interest to 
anyone else. And even more frankly, I think all of us could name a colleague or 
peer who is more interested in preserving their favorite deer stand than in bringing new 
people into our fold. Certainly, there are times that all of us 'are relieved when we arrive 
at the shooting range to find only a few others. But the range that has few 
users today may not be there tomorrow. 

I think it's important for all of us to recognize that the camaraderie we enjoy as such as 
, big part of the outdoor experience threatens also to isolate us from the very people who 
can help us, by contributing to exclusionary attitudes against anyone who 
is not already part of the great heritage we enjoy. ' 

So I urge you here today to look beyond our traditional boundaries, and to devote at 
least a small portion of your work to building our ranks. In all honesty, you are the 
canaries in this coal mine -- when public acceptance 'of the outdoor tradition 
shrinks even further, as the declining numbers of hunters and anglers are sure to do, 
your work will be the first on the chopping block. We must all work togetherto explain 
the relevance of our heritage to new demographics -- by gender and ethnicity. 

, " 

Nationwide, women outnumber men, are more politically active,and are usually the 
parent who has the greatest opportunity to inculcate children with their value system. In 
some states, Hispanics will become the majority population within a matter of 
years, while in others, rural lands will all but disappearwithin the next decade. We must 
be responsive to these changes by taking an active role to bring new audiences into our 
fold. ' , 

One excellent example of a program to do just that is the "Step Outside" program 
sponsored by the National Shooting Sports Foundation, which provides assistance in 
setting up even'ts designed to bring new people into the shooting sports and the values 
of conservation. I urge you to find out more about it, and promote it to the facilities that 
you frequent. Then promote the events as widely as you can. 



; , 

The boldest among you may even decide to sponsor such an' event yourself, and NSSF 
can give you all the materials and assistance that you need. Just give them a ring at 
their headquarters in Connecticut. 

The stakes here are enprmous. Bill Clinton himself said so before the House vote, when 
he stated that "the heart .and soul of America is on the line," 

Indeed it is, and I plan to do my part. I hope you will join me, Thank you again for the 
opportunity to be here today. 

Copyright 1999, National Rifle Association of America 
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. alOllaT Is H1r1n !
O~In click here for current job opportitles~ 

t4J Click here 

l§J for a print 


friendly version 2000 POLITICAL ADS 

NRA Spoofs Clinton, 'Get Smart­

. Make This Your To Decry Smart Gun Research 
Home Page 
Click here for 
step-by-step help in <9 National1oumal Group Inc. ' 
starting your day with Wednesday, Feb. 2,2000NationalJoumal.com 

Job Hunting? The National Rifle Association has been running radio ads 
National Journal Group
is hiring. Click here for· in Washington, D.C., and other "targeted markets" saying 
the President Clinton's plan to fund smart gll;n research is 
op s 
throughout the unnecessary and that the focus should be'on enforcing 
company. existing laws. 

The 60-secorid spots, produced by Edmonds Associates, 
.. ' 	feature a President Clinton impersonator, who wants S 

"high-tech gizmos" to keep guns away from criminals. I 
One ad also parodies the television show "Get Smart," arid Click Here For. 
Agent 86 says Clinton's plan "doesn't sound very smart to RealAudlo™Of 
me." 	 " "Smart on Smart" 

The ads say Clinton wants to spend $10 million on research for smart guns, 
which the NRA calls "untested, unproven technology." They have been 
running for a few months in a series ofchanging spots. 

The NRA also ran television commercials in October encouraging the 
enforcement ofexisting laws rather than new ones. 

Ad Spotlight has the latest issue/advocacy spots, plus ads from Election 2000 
candidates. 	 . . 

Script.of "Mad Scientist" (Radio) 

ANNOUNCER: Deep inside the White House laboratory, 
scientists work furiously to develop a smart gun. 

BILL CLINTON: All right, you. I gave you $10 million to 
. develop this thing. Now show me how it works! 

SCIENTIST: Well, Mr. President, first you get a decoder ring, 
then select the frequency punching your number in the ... oh! 
Blast. Sorry. It was working a month ago. 

CLINTON: You mean this thing isn't foolproof? Oh, there's 
gotta be a better way. 

10f3 	 . 3/3/2000 1 :56 PM 
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JIM BAKER: This is Jim Baker of the National Rifle 
Association. Sometimes the best way is the simplest way. 

Bill Clinton wants to spend 10 million taxpayer dollars on 
so-called smart gun research -- guns that are supposed to not 

. function unless the operator is authorized to fire it. But untested, 
unproven technology is no substitute for old-fashioned common. 
sense. Enforcing our existing gun laws and promoting 
responsible gun ownership is the best way to keep guns out of 
the wrong hands. . 

SCIENTIST: Please be careful where you point that thing, Mr. 
President. (Yelps) You could hurt someone. 

CLINTON: Sorry about that. 

ANNOUNCER: Paid for by the National Rifle Association. 
Celebrity voices impersonated. 

Script of "Smart On Smart" (Radio) , 

ANNOUNCER: Agents 99 and 86 on the case. Assignment: 
develop a smart gun. First up, the White House. 

BILL CLINTON: Come on in! Hey, you figured out my $10 
million smart gun yet? 

AGENT 86: We're working on it, sir. But first we've got a few 
questions. . , ' 

CLINTON: Shoot! I mean, what do ;you want to know? 

AGENT 86: Well,just exactly what is a smart gun and why do 
we need them? 

CLINTON: Well, it's high-tech -- you know, some high-tech 
gizmo. Secret codes. Lasers or something to keep criminals from 
shooting guns. 

AGENT 86: Wouldn't it be easier to keep criminals from using 
guns by keeping criminals in jail? 

CLINTON: Well, I'm a high-tech kind ofguy. Don't tell me 
you're trying to make this a choice between high-tech and 
common sense. 

AGENT 86: Doesn't sound very smart to me, 99. 

AGENT 99: It isn't, 86. 

AGENT 86: I better phone this in to the chiefright away. 
Where's my shoe phone? 

AGENT 99: On your foot, 86. 

AGENT 86: Right. 
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CHRIS WALLACE, ABCNEWS. Hasthe gun lobby 

gone too far? 


WAYNE LAPIERRE The key question here for the 

preside.nt is has he looked into the eyes of Ricky 

Byrdsong's family, because that bl009 is on his hands .. 


I 
CHRIS WALLACE Is the White House using gun 
control for political purposes? . 

JOE LOCKHART The executive vice president of the 
N RA made personally just sick charges-leveled sick 
charges against the ·president. 

WAYNE LAPIERRE His policies of not enforcing 
existing federal gun law are getting people killed. 

CHRIS WALLACE Tonight, it'sgetting ugly, Bill 
Clinton Vf3. the NRA. 

ANNOUNCER From ABCNEWS, this is Nightline. 
Substituting for Ted Koppel and reporting from 
Washington, Chris Wallace: 

CHRIS WALLACE Just when it looked like the battle 
over gun control couldn't get any meaner, any more 
personal, It has. Today, one of the heads of the NRA 
said the president has blood on hil) hands from a murder 
last summer. We'll get to the merit to that charge in a 
moment. 

As for the president, whose rhetoric has been milder only 
by comparison; he accused the NRA of devious, 

http:preside.nt


underhanded trickery. A cynic might say that both sides 
are playing politics here, that the president sees a good 
issue for the Democrats in November and is pressing it, 
and that the NRA sees a way to raise money and 
membership and is pressing it. But behind the overheated 
language is the very real issue of how best to try to stop 
the killing in America. ' 

The president says more controls on guns can only help, 
but the NRA says there are enough laws on the books 
already and that the White House isn't enforcing them. 
Here's Nightline's Michel McQueen. 

MICHEL MCQUEEN, ABCNEWS (VO) The 
atmosphere seemed congenial enough at the White 
House this morning where the president asked members 
of Congress to help him push for new gun laws. 

PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON I got a little tickled 
over the weekend when they got a little rough with me. I 
mean, I-you know, I have so much scar tissue now, I 
can't even feel it. 

MICHEL MCQUEEN (VO) But presidential 
spokesman Joe Lockhart was not laughing. 

JOE LOCKHART They are filling the airwaves up now 
with millions of dollars of advertisements that are , 
kindly-can be kindly called ~. The executive vice 
president of the NRA made personally just sick ' 
charges-leveled sick charges against the president last 
week, which, by the way, I haven't seen Mr. Heston or 
a~yone in the NRA repudiate. ' 

MICHEL MCQUEEN Lockhart was talking about 
what has become an unusually nasty exchange between 
the Clinton administration and the National Rifle 
Association, rough stuff even by the standards of an 
election year. 

CHARLTON HESTON (From NRA commercial) Bill 
Clinton says the NRA stands in the way of sensible gun 
safety, but the truth is Bill Clinton fought legislation that 
requires safety locks on new ... 

MICHEL MCQUEEN (VO) It started with a national 
ad campaign sponsored by the NRA. 

CHARLTON HESTON (From NRA commercial) But 
now he blames the NRA. Mr. Glinton, when what you 
say is wrong, that's a mistake. When you know it's 
wrong, that's a lie. Remember? ' 

L 



MICHEL MCQUEEN (VO) Then the battle spilled 

onto ABC's Sunday talk show. 


BILL CLINTON (From talk show) And, you know, all 
this-this sort of wounded rhetoric by the NRA, given' . 
how ruthlessly brutal they were to members who were 
brave enough to vote for the Brady Bill and the assault 
weapons ban is, you know, these crocodile tears, I don't 
think it'/I wash with the voters ... 

SAM DONALDSON Mr. President, 1... 

BILL CLINTON : ..even with Moses reading the script. 

MICHEL MCQUEEN (VO) Minutes later, NRA 

Executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre lobbed this 

personal attack back at the president. 


WAYNE LAPIERRE I mean, I've come to believe he 
needs a certain level of violenCE) in this country. He's 
willing to accept a certain level of killing to further his 
Rolitical agenda. And the vice preSident, too. I mean, 
how else can you explain this dishonesty we get out .of 
the aqministration? 

MICHEL MCQUEEN (VO) President Clinton has 
kept up the fight in public appearances throughout the 

. week. On Monday, in Cleveland ... 

BILL CLINTON Maybe he really believes this, but jf· 

he does, we've got even more trouble than if it's just a 

horrible political mistake. 


MICHEL MCQUEEN (VO) At a library later the 

same day ... 


BILL CLINTON Well, he could say that on television, 

I guess. I'd like to see him look into the eyes of little 

,Kayla Rolland's mother and say that or the parents at 
Columbine or Springfield, Oregon, or Jonesboro, 
Arkansas, or the families of those people that were shot 
in Memphis. 

MICHEL MCQUEEN (VO) And a fund-raiser in 

Chicago that night. 


BILL CLINTON I really regret that the NRA 

leader-I guess he was frustrated, and sometimes when 

you-when you don't have a defense for your position, 

the best thing to do is just attack your opponent. And 

that's what he did. 


CHARLTON HESTON (From NRA Commercial) 

Does it bother you that when somebody commits a crime 




with a gun, Mr. Clinton pops up on TV with another gun 
law? 

, 	 MICHEL MCQUEEN (VO) The NRA has not been 
content to let their ads, 13 in all, speak .tor thems~lves .. 

WAYNE LAPIERRE The NRA is not going to let go 
of this issue because ... 

MICHEL MCQUEEN (VO)Today, in an interview 
with ABC's John Cochran, LaPierre leveled what may 
be his most pointed attack on the president yet, saying 
the president had blood on his hands for the shooting 
.death of Northwestern University's basketball coach 
Ricky Byrdsong last summer. 

WAYNE LAPIERRE The question here is, has the 
president looked into the eyes of Ricky Byrdsong's 
family, because that death is on his hands. Ben Smith 
walked into a gun store on June 23rd, was flagged under 
the instant check system, committing a brand new federal 
felony right under the president's nose. The president's 
policy did nothing tohim except let him walk out the 
door and go home. 

MICHEL MCQUEEN The NRA argues that 
Benjamin Smith's history of violence-he had been· 
arrested for battery and drug use-should have led 
authorities to prosecute him after he failed the 
background check. But the government says that's 
absurd. They say it is simply not feasible to make an 
on-the-spot arrest of every individual who fails a gun 
store check. Three days later, Smith bought a gun from a 
private individual, killed two people, including Byrdsong, 
and wounded nine befor~ killing himself. 

VICE PRESIDENTAL GORE Some of those were 
fighting words .. 

MICHEL MCQUEEN (VO) The debate is adding i· 

extra fuel to the election campaign. Vice President AI 
Gore has demanded an apology from LaPierre. 

AL GORE An~one who has spent time, as I have many 
times. with the families of the victims of gun violence, and 
felt the heartache. seen the way gun violence tears 
famlhes apart, couldn't possibly make such a comment.. 

GOVERNOR GEORGE W BUSH Thank you all for 
coming. 

MICHEL MCQUEEN (VO) Republican contender 

George W. Bush, whose political backers are more 

skeptical of gun control, tried to lower the volume .. 




GEORGE W BUSH I would hope that we could have 
an open and honest discussion about gun enforcement 
without calling names. 

MICHEL MCQUEEN Lost in the din of th.is week's 
ugly debate is that most Americans agree on a number of 
things. First and foremost, they want the killing to stop. 
Large majorities support gun control measures; but 
ironically they don't give the issue a high priority because 
they don't think new laws will do much to stop the 
violence. This is Michel McQueen for Nightline in 
Washington. 

CHRIS WALLACE When we come back, we'll be 
joined by two women who know firsthand about gun 
violence, but whose views on gun control are very 
different. 

ANNOUNCER This is ABCNEWS: Nightline, 
brought to you by ... 

(Commercial Break) 

CHRIS WALLACE JOining us live now from Austin, 
Texas, is state legislator Suzanna Hupp.ln 1991, a 
gunman opened fire on patrons eating lunch in a diner 
and killed 24 people, including Ms. Hupp's parents. And 
joining us here in Washington, Congresswoman Carolyn 
McCarthy, whose husband was among those killed in 
1993 by a gunman on the Long Island railroad. 
Representative Hupp, let's start with the NRA's rhetoric, 
which is getting so much attention right now. 'The 
president needs a certain level of violence. He has blood 
on his hands.' Isn't that way o~er the line? 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP, REPUBLICAN 
TEXAS STATE LEGISLATOR Honestly, I don't 
believe it is. Mr. LaPierre was stating his belief, and I 
support the First Amendment just as I do the Second. 
You know, it seems to me that the NRA has been 
placed-set out to be this evil alien empire and, quite 
frankly, the NRA is made up of American citizens like 
me who put our money into them and say go forth and 
protect our rights. That's what the NRA is. 

CHRIS WALLACE But-but blood on his hands? I . 
mean, it-what about the fact that Mr. LaPierre 
apparently got his facts wrong, and that there was no 
way that the federal government could have stopped the 
Byrdsong tragedy?' 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Well. I believe his point 



· was that the laws that are currently in effect need. to be . 
upheld; and that's the way I took that. I don't think he 
was trying to be specific with the federal or state 
government. 

CHRIS WALLACE But-but blood on his hands is a 

pretty ugly phrase. 


SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Yes, it is. Yes, it is. But I 

think if you go back and look at it, you know, 

that's-that's fighting fire with fire. I don't really have a 

problem with that phrase. ' 


CHRIS WALLACE Congresswoman McCarthy, the 

NRA may be a lot of things, but it isn't stupid. Why are· 

they talking so tough? What do you think they are getting 

out of this? 


REPRESENTATIVE CAROLYN MCCARTHY, 

DEMOCRAT, NEW YORK Well, number one, I 

think they are looking out for fund-raising so that they 

can defeat members like myself come this November. 

I'm-I'm sorry that the leadership is taking this course. I 

happen to know a lot of NRA members that don't feel 

this way whatsoever, who actually agree on what we're. 

trying to do, as far as putting responsibility onto those 

gun owners thatalready have guns, but also trying to , 

keep guns away from criminals. I personally feel that they 

have gone over the line, mainly because there are many 

of us in Congress, certainly, trying to reduce gun violence 

in this country. And what they say to the president, who I 

happen to believe has done the most he can and in his 

terms to reduce gun violence, they're putting that same 

mark on us. And believe me, I am doing everything in the 

world to make sure that we can reduce gun violence in 

this country. . 


CHRIS WALLACE Congresswoman, if you put the 

rhetoric aside, doesn't the NRA have a pOint about 

enforcement? I saw a recent study that indicated the 

number of federal weapons cases has dropped recently 

by about a third. 


CAROLYN MCCARTHY Well, and I happen to 

agree, but one of the things that we should be doing, and 

I'm going to be doing that next week, is introdUcing a bill ' 

where we'll get financial aid, hopefully from Congress, 

and hopefully the NRA will agree with us, where we'll 

get 500 new alcohol and tobacco so they can trace these 

illegal guns, but also have 1,000 more federal 

prosecutors. We can always do more to enforce the 

laws. No one is saying that we shouldn't be doing a 

better job on that. 
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SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP I think many people 
,agree with, we want-we definitely want to get out there 
and enforce the laws that are already currently in effect. 
There's no doubt about that. 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY But what comes back 
down to it, the kind of killings that we've seen and , 
what's been happening in our schools is still the easy 
access to guns and certainly having criminals having an 
easy time buying guns. 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Chris, this is where I've 
got to jump in and say, you know, I keep hearing this 
terminology about easy access to guns. And the fact of 
the matter is that there's always been far easier access to 
guns, and we haven't seen the things 'that we-that we 
are now seeing, we didn't see these things in the past. I 
will tell you that I was in that restaurant when my parents 
were killed. I was there, and the only thing that the 
current laws, or the laws at that time did, was prevent me 
from being able to protect myself and my family. It did 
nothing for the guy who went insane and wanted to kill a 
lot of people. ' 

CHRIS WALLACE Explain that, Representative. How 
did the laws prevent you from protecting your family? 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Well atthat time in the 
state of Texas, we did not have a concealed carry-any 
type of permitting system whatsoever. So, unfortunately, 
I along with several other people, one of which was 
killed and one of which" whose wife W;3S killed, our guns. 
were out in our cars. The bad guy knew that. He knew 
that. It was like walking-I can begin to tell you how 
frustrating it is to feel like you're a fish in a barrel just 
waiting for it to be your turn. " 

CHRIS WALLACE But Representative, are 
you-really.... 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP You-with-with the 
c " 

help-you know ... 

CHRIS WALLACE ...Representative, ,let me just ask 
you a question. Are you really suggesting that the answer 
to the gun problem in this country, and I can understand, 
it's a very personal issue for you, nottheoretical. .. 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP CHRIS WALLACE 
...but everyone in that diner, everyone in the classroom, : 
everyone in every Situation, everyone in Congresswoman 
McCarthy's husband's train should have their own gun 
and they should all be blasting one another? 



SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP No sir. No, sir, of course, 

not. What I am saying is that a gun is merely a tool that 

you should be able to have access to if you so choose ,to 

use it. 


CAROLYN MCCARTHY You know, again, anything 

that we're doing is not restricting someone to be able to 

own a gun, but I have to disagree as far as everyone ; , 

having concealed weapons. You know, in this day and 

age where we're seeing tempers flare even more often· 

than none, we see road rage on a continuous basis, our 

police officers do not want people, citizens, to have 

concealed weapons. I think this is only compounding to 

the incidents of gun violence in this country. You know, 

you have to remember, we have many other countries 

that ,don't have the amount of guns that we are now 

putting in everybody's hands and they certainly don't 

have the incidence ... 


SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Carolyn-Carolyn, we 

don't want to get into statistics. Let's face it, right now 

you and I both know that every state that h~s enacted 

concealed carry, the violent crime that is, crime against 

you and I, against individuals, goes down dramatically. 

We'Ve seen it. 


CAROLYN MCCARTHY This is-this is something ... 


SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP In Australia-in Australia 

they've banned guns and, interestingly, 

hand-robberies-armed robberies, even though hand 

guns are banned, armed robberies have gone up 

dramatically, by 44 percent. 


CAROLYN MCCARTHY But why ... 


CHRIS WALLACE Representative McCarthy, we 

have to break in here, Representative Hupp, but 

Representative McCarthy I promise 'I'll give you the first 

word when we get back. And we'll continue our 

discussion in a moment. 


(Commercial Break) 


TEXT: 

POLL Margin of Error +1- 3.0% 

Whom do you trust on the issue of gun control? 

GORE 47% BUSH 36% 


CHRIS WALLACE And we're back again with Texas 

legislator Suzanne Hupp and Congresswoman Carolyn 

McCarthy. Congresswoman, I want to get back to the 

question of enforcement, because it is one of the NRA's 

big issues. Why isn't the federal government doing a 




better job of enforcing the laws already on the books? 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY Well I'll be vert honest 
with you. We started looking into that a couple of 
months ago. And, basically, it all comes' down to, we 
don't have the manpower to do it. Now we started 
enforcing laws more, as we certainly put more police 
officers on the street. Again, I'm saying that next week 
we'll be introducing legislation to put a 1,000 new 
prosecutors on the street, 500 more alcohol and 
tobacco, so they can do the tracing on-:-with these illegal 
guns, where they're coming from. If you understand what 
we're saying, we ar\e trying to stop the best way we can 
,from criminals getting their guns. Not the honest citizen. 
They'll still be able to buy their guns, and I think people 
have to understand that. But I have to tell you, we're 
losing, still, too many people on a daily basis. And over a 
year's time, no other country in the world even comes 
anywhere near us, not even one-tenth as far as the 
killings, and we're actually doing better than we've ever 
done before and n'o one' is bringing into the subject on 
those that are surviving and what that's costing our 
health-care system. 

CHRIS WALLACE Representative Hupp, do you 
support that extra $280 million in the president's new 
budget to put more prosecutors ,in the courts, more ATE 
agents on the street? 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Yeah. Well, certainly, off 
the top of my head, absolutely. I am in full agreement 
with that. Chris, I've got to tell you, I'm a mom. I have a ' 
four-year-old, I have a one-and-a-half-year-old, and 
I've lived it. And I can tell you that the only thing laws 
like this do is affect people like me. They d,on't affect 
bad guys. They keep people like me from being able to 
protect myself and my family. ' 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY See, I don't agree-:-I 
don't agree with that at all ... 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP I've lived it, Carolyn. 
I've been there. 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY ... because again-but 
again you are going ,to be able to still have your gun. And 
I'm saying we should do a better job in making sure and 
doing the best we can so criminals don't get guns. 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP I agree with that. 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY Criminals will always get 
guns. 
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SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP I agree with that 
wholeheartedly. 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY But 'we can do a better 
part of it, but we still... 

CHRIS WALLACE Representative Hupp, let me ask 
you about a couple of specific things that the president 
has in the legislation that he wants Congress to pass and ' 
that it hasn't so far. Trigger locks on new guns. 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Yes. Completely against 
it. Now ... 

CHRIS WALLACE Why? 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Let me explain that. 
Again, I have a four-year-old and a " 
one-and-a-half-year-old. I have trigger locks on my 
guns, but there are hundreds of thousands of gun owners 
that do not have children. When you require a trigger 
lock on a gun, what that does is drive the price of a gun 
up. That not only ends up being discriminatory but 
potentially racist, because the people that really need tile' 
weapons-the people that tend to be the poor and the 
minorities in the inner cities are the ones that can no 
longer afford to purchase one. 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY Wait a minute. Number 
one, I think that we can see trigger locks-and I've 
certainly seen decent trigger locks from the-from the 
prices of $15 to $75. Basically, what we have to 
understand, there are so many ... 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP And, boom, you've 
priced it out of the range of a lot of poor people. 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY No, I'm sorry. I disagree 
with that. And if we see our gun manufacturers actually 
get on board, guns will be sold with trigger locks. You 
have to understand, if we're going to have guns 
everywhere across this nation, then it's OK that parents: 
say to their neighbors, 'Do you have a gun in that 
house?' We are losing ... 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP I've got to tell you ... 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY ...we are losing too many 
children on a daily basis. . 

CHRIS WALLACE Representative-Representative 
Hupp, let me ask you about another one, waiting periods 
for people to be able to buy guns? 



SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Once again all that does 
is hurt the law abiding people. And I think that's been 
evidenced over and over and over again. If. I. .. 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY How does that hurt 
somebody when 90 percent of. people when they go 
through the instant check automatically get the permission 
to buy their guns? 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Carolyn .... 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY The 10-the 10 percent... 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP ...Carolyn, he wasn't 
talking about insta check, he was talking about a waiting 
period. '. 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY The waiting period 
basically is turned over to the instant check unless there 
is a red flag, and then yes ... 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP I don't have a problem 
with the insta check. I have a problem with the waiting 
period. That is what he asked me. . 

CAROL YI\! MCCARTHY Why? Why? , 

CHRIS WALLACE But wait, Representative Hupp, 
why would you have a problem if it took two days, let's .. 
say, to find out if someone had been in a mental 
institution or had a criminal record? 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY Absolutely. 
WALLACE: Don't we all want t6'wait for that? 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY Absolutely. 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Sir, I-I absolutely 
believe in an instant check system, and again I'm telling 
you that laws like this only go after law abiding people. 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY That's not true. 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP And I think that's been 
evidenced-it is true, and it has been shown over and 
over ... 

CA~OLYN MCCARTHY That's not true. We have 
been able to stop so many felons from not getting ... 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Let.me ... 

CHRIS WALLACE Representative Hupp ... 



SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP .. .Iet me tell you ... 

CHRIS WALLACE ...Representative Hupp, lerMs. 
McCarthy speak, if you will. 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPPCan I just jump in? 

CHRIS WALLACE No, you jumped in before. Let her 
speak if you will. 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY You know, I have to say, 
you know, since the Brady bill was enacted we have 
been able to stop so many felons from getting guns and it 
has not hurt the honest citizen. Now those that come up 
with a red flag... ' 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Ma'am, I've ... 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY-I'm sorry, you're wrong on 
this. We have all the statistics on that. 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP And that's incorrect. 
Again, if you want to look at statistics ... 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY This is the same thing we 
heard when we were trying to get the Brady bill done. 
'Oh, this is going to hurt everybody.' It hasn't hurt 
everybody. The normal citizens go and still get their gun. 
And you know what? 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP That simply isn't true, 
Carolyn. 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY Sometimes if there's a 
red...:-if there's a red flag. what is wrong with waiting two 
to three days to be able to get your gun? 

CHRIS WALLACE Representative Hupp, would you 
put any limits on guns-any limits at all? 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Well, certainly. I don't , 
think felons should own guns. Basically, I think anybody: 
that can vote, this is where I peg it. Anybody that can 
vote, in other words you're of legal age, and you don't 
have any felony offenses, and you don't have any mental 
illness history, then guess what? Yeah; you can own. 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY But we're not stopping any 
of those people. We're stopping the people with felonies , 
and mental illness, anybody that has a record. ' 

SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Oh, you mean like the 
guy that walked into the restaurant I was in and 
murdered a bunch of people? 

/ 



CAROLYN MCCARTHY Well, we ... 


SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Yeah, we did a great job 

of stopping him, Carolyn. ' 


CAROLYN MCCARTHY That was in ... 


SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Those laws don't affect 

those people'. 


CAROLYN MCCARTHY ...that was in 1993. 


SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Chris? Chris? Can I go 

ahead and make a point here since I let her go for a 

minute? 


CAROLYN MCCARTHY That was in 1993, we did 

not enact the bills at that time. 


SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP That was in' '91. Chris? 

Can I go ahead and make ... 


CHRIS WALLACE You have about ten seconds, go 

ahead Representative Hupp. 


SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP OK, there was a-I 

listened to a gang member one time who somebody 

asked him-he was a full-blown gang member and 

somebody asked him 'How do you feel about gun 

control laws?' And he came back and he laughed. And 

he said 'The only thing gun control laws do is make it not 

harder for me to get a gun, it makes it more expensive 

for me to get a gun, and that means I have got to come 

out and rob you so I can get it.', 


CHRIS WALLACE Representative Hupp, and I'm 

sorry Representative McCarthy, we're going to have to 

end it there. We're just flat out of time. 

Thank you both very much for joining us tonight. 


SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Thank you, Chris. ' 


CAROLYN MCCARTHY Thank you. 


SUZANNA GRATIA HUPP Thank you very much. 


CHRIS WALLACE We appreciate it. And I'll be back 

with a program note in a moment. 


(Commercial Break) 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP@EOP 

cc: Deanne E. Benos/OPD/EOP@EOP 
Subject: TX CAP 

Signed into law in 1995 by Bush shortly after concealed carry -- probably as penance. Looks like a lower 
standard and lower penalties than our version. Deanne summarized the law below'-- check out the Eddie 
Eagle reference. 
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To: Leanne A. ShimabukuroIOPD/EOP@EOP 

cc: 

Subject: CAP. 


I 

In Texas, a person commits a CAP offense if a child gains access to a readily dischargeable 
firearm and the person with "criminal negligence," meaning: (1) they failed to secure the firearm; or 
(2) they left the firearm in a place to which the person knew or should have known the child would 
gain access. Exceptions include: (1) the child was supervised in lawful firearms activity by an adult 
older that 18; or (2) usage of the firearm consisted of lawful defense by the child of people or property; 
eJr (3) the child's access was gained by entering property in violation of this code; or (4) access 
occurred during a time when the actor was engaged in agricultural enterprise. (????) The penalty for 
violation of Texas' CAP law is a Class C Misdemeanor," but is elevated to a Class A Misdemeanor if 
the child discharges the firearm ~nd causes death or serious injury to himself or another person. 
[Checking -- don't know penalties for misdemeanors in Texas.] 

The law also includes provisions that: (1) Require gun dealers to post signs in their stores saying 
lilt is unlawful to store, transport, or abandon an unsecured firearm in a place where children are likely 
to be and can obtain access to the firearm;" (2) "Strongly encourage" schools to provide firearms 
safety programs from students in kindgarten through 12th gradt=; -- and specific language in the law 
says that these school programs must meet the "standards of the NRA's Eddie Eagle Children's Gun 
Safety Course." 



, Anna Richter 
03/20/200012:26:18 PM 

Record Type: Record 


To: Eric P. Liu/OPD/EOP@EOP, Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP@EOP, Leanne A. ShimabukuroIOPD/EOP@EOP; 

Deanne E. Benos/OPD/EOP@EOP , 

cc: 
Subject: NRA Ads from last week (released march 13) 

---------------------- Forwarded by Anna Richter/OPD/EOP on 03120/2000 12:25 PM -------------------------- ­

rt""i"", 
 Jason H. Schechter 
.,"''', 'Lv"" 03/20/200012:15:50 PM 
~"" 
~ 

Record Type: Record 

To: James E. KennedyIWHO/EOP@EOP,Anna Richter/OPD/EOP@EOP 

cc: 

Subject: these are from last week (released march 13). you probably have these already. 


Script of "Insult" (TV) 

CHARLTON HESTON: What an insult, Mr. 
,Clinton. You said the NRA is, quote, "against anything 
that requires anybody to do anything as a member of: 
society that helps to make it safer." (Source: "The 
Today Show," March 2, 2000) 

Are you talking about the NRA whose gun 
accident prevention program has been 

ydistributed to 12 million school kids? Are you 
talking about the millions ofNRA members who 
pay for it all? 

If that's the NRA you're talking about, sir, you 
don't know what you're talking about , 

(On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle 
,Association of America) 

Script of "N ICS" (TV) 

CHARLTON HESTON: Bill Clinton says the NRA stan~s in the 
way of sensible gun safety. But it was the NRA who pioneered the 
criminal background check on gun buyers -- not Bill Clinton. 

, , 



So when he says a half million criminals were stopped from buying 

guns, why are almost n~:me prosecuted? He wants criminals turned 

away. We want criminals turned in. 


Mr. Clinton, when what you say is wrong, that's a mistake. When 
you know it's wrong, that's a lie. 

(On screen: Paid for by the National 'Rifle Association of 
America) 

Script of "Crack House" (TV) 

CHARLTON HESTON: When a 6-year-old in a crac~ house 
finds a stolen gun and shoots a schoolmate, the president doesn't [/demand gun theft prosecution or busting drug dealers. He demands 
safety locks. , 

Don't get me wrong -- nobody supports safety locks more than the 

NRA. But his solution is to give crack house drug dealers ... safety 

locks? 


Mr. Clinton, when what you say is wrong, that's a mistake. When 
you know it's wrong, that's a lie. ' 

(On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association of 
America) 

Script of "13 Kids" (TV) 

CHARLTON HESTON: Bill Clinton says 13 kids die every day 

from gun accidents. That's not only a lie, it's an insult'to the 12 million 

kids who've learned to avoid gun accidents through NRA programs. 


The truth is guns are involved in far fewer accidental childhood 

deaths than swimming, about 130 a year. (Sources: National Safety 

Council,.lnjury facts 1999 Edition; Centers for Disease Control, 

1997 accidental deaths per 100,000 ages 0-14) 


But we won't rest until there are none. 

Mr.' Clinton, when what you say is wrong, that's a mist'ake. When 
you know it's wrong, that's a lie. ' 

(On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association of 
America) . 

Script of "Legislation" (TV) 

CHARLTON' HESTON: Bill Clinton says the NRA stands in the 

way of sensible gun'safety. But the truth is Bill Clinton fought· 

legislation that required safety locks on new firearms, required instant 

backgrOund checks on gun show buyers and.banned gun possession 

for violent juveniles forever. 




That's right. He fought it, but now he blames the NRA. 

Mr. Clinton, when what you say is wrong, that's a mistake. When 
you know it's wrong, that's a lie. Remember? 

(On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association of 
America) 

Script of "Criminal Lottery" (TV) . 

CHARLTON HESTON: Mr. Clinton, before you peddle more gun 
laws, let's see if you're enforcing what you've got. Of all federal gun 
convictions in 1998, here's a chilling example of how many went to ' 
prison: 

Eight in San Francisco, 14 in New Jersey, nine in Pittsburgh, two in 
Washington, D.C. With odds that good, criminals can't lose. 
(Source: FBI Uniform Crime Reports 1998) 

More laws won't make us safer. more prosecution will -- with a 
president who knows the difference . 

. (On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association of 
America) . 

, Script of "Enforcement" (TV) 

CHARLTON HESTON: Does it bother you that when someone 
commits a crime with a gun, Mr. Clinton pops up on Tv with another 
gun law? Especially when his administration barely enforces the gun 
laws we have now? . , 

Under Bill Clinton, federal gun prosecutions are half -~ half -- of 
what they used to be. (On screen: Federal gun prosecutions down 
46 percent, 1992-1998) 

, 

Laws don't make you safe. Enforcement does. 


Mr. Clinton. when what you say is wrong. that's a mistake. When 
you know it's wrong. that's a lie. Remember? 

(On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association of 
America) 

Script of "License Guns" (TV) 

.CHARLTON HESTON: Mr. Clinton says you should need a 

license for Second Amendment freedom. I wonder what our 

founding fathers would think of that. 


Since criminals won't bother to sign up, your federal gun register 
would list only honest gun owners, right? So government bureaucrats 
would then know who owns what firearms and where they live. 



Our founding fathers knew where that leads us, Mr. Clinton, even if 
you pretend you don't. 

(On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association of 
America) 

Script of "Safety Locks" (TV) 

CHARLTON HESTON: If you believed Mr. Clinton, you'd think 
the NRA opposes safety locks on guns. The truth is,NRA is 
America's gun safety authority. We support safety locks or storage 
safes or whatever safety measure suits your situation. And the truth is 
most gun manufacturers are already providing safety locks. 

Mr. Clinton, when what you say is wrong, that's a mistake. When 
you know it's wrong, that's a lie. 

(On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association of 
America) 

Script of "License Drivers" (TV) 

CHARLTON HESTON: Mr. Clinton says, "Let's license guns like 
we license cars." But there's nothing about licensing drivers that 
makes anyone safer. It's for taxation. 

Licensing drivers doesn't stop speeders, or stop drunk drivers, or 
even stop unlicensed drivers. Prosecuting bad drivers does that. . 

So the only reason to license guns is to confiscate them. And that, 
Mr. Clinton, is what you're really driving at. 

(On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association,of 

America) 


Script of "Other Countries" (TV) 

CHARLTON HESTON: Mr. Clinton, you said the reason other 
countries have lower gun control death rates is "because they don't 
have an NRA in their country." (Source: "The Today Show," 
March 2, 2000) 

With that sweeping slur, you blamed lawful gun owners for the 
savage acts of murderers. 

Now everyone knows what we've said all along. You want a country 
with no NRA, a country with no Second Amendment. Mr. Clinton, • 
the Bill of Rights is not yours to rewrite. Not in America. 

(On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association of 

America) . 


Script of "Mental Records" (TV) 



1 

CHARLTON HESTON: Mr. Clinton, we all agree that guns don't 
belong in the hands of people ruled mentally incompetent. So gun 
buyer background checks ought to include mental record checks. 

Problem is, you say you're for it when you've blocked it at every 
turn. That's lie Number One. And you say it takes days, when it can 
be done in minutes. That's lie Number Two. 

The public deserves criminal and mental record checks on gun 
buyers. Not lies. ' . 

(On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association of 
America) . 

Script of "Budgets .. (TV) 

CHARLTON HESTON: Mr. Clinton, you say you want instant 

background checks on gun buyers. So do we. But you cut it from 

your budget. ' 


You say you want instant background checks at gun shows. So do r f] 
we. But you cut it from your budget. ' . 

Mr. Clinton, you can't have what you won't pay for. And when you 

promise Americans the safety of a system you won't,fund. that's not 

just playing politics. That's a dangerous lie. 


(On screen: Paid for by the National Rifle Association of 
America) 



NRA's Today Show Comments 

Q&A 


March 3, 2000 


Q: 	 On the Today Show this morning"NRA Executive Director Wayne LaPierre , 
stated that the 12 children who die every day in gunfire in America' are 
violent juvenile street criminals. LaPierre suggested that the President 
should not be handling this issue as a safety p,:oblem, but as a prosecution 
issue. What is your reaction? 

A: 	 That statement is ridiculous and i~appropriate, and it shows how out of touch the 
NRA is. Calling every young victim of gun violence a violent criminal is a slap 
in the face ofevery parent who has lost a child,to gunfire. Mr. LaPierre and the 
NRA should be ashamed of the way.they have insulted the families ofKayla 
Rolland, the 12 young victims ofthe Columbine ~hooting, and the many other 
innocent young victims of gun violence throughout our nation. , ' 

Guns and kids are an all too deadly combination, ·but the NRA is doing everything 
it can to stall the President's propos~ls'to keep guns out of the wrong hands and 
save lives. The NRA has oPPo,sed closing the gun show loophole. The NRA has 
launched a $20 million ad campaign to punish members of Congress who want to 
strengthen our gun laws. Insteq-d of insulting the families of young victims of gun 
violence - and using pressure tactics against members of Congress who want to 
do the right thing - the NRA should do something constructive and get out of the 
way of common-sense gun measures. 

As for enforcement, that argument t<;>o is a red herring: federal gun prosecutions 
are up 25 percent in just the last year, and the President has put forward a $280 
million initiative to hire 1000 new glln prosecutors and 500 more A TF agents. ' 
We're strengthening our enforcement efforts, but we've also got to strengthen the 
laws we're enforcing. ' 

, , 
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Support the Second Amendment .- ' 

the National Rifle Association Urges Yon to. 


\Vote "~o" on the Lofgren Motion to lDstrnet 

Today! ' 


Rep. Lofgren"s mo1ioD to insttuatdemal'ld$ It date certahx deadline' for the 
Juvenile Justice CoDfeteDce Committee to begiu. deliberations on B.R. 1501­
Yet at the szane t:h:no. Rep. Lofpm is also demaodinS that the Honse Conferees 
accept DOtbiug less than the Senate-passed versiL?n ofH..R.- 1501. , 

In a.IeItel', ofMatch 2nd~ frOm Coagressmcn Gephanit aDd Boniot, and 
signed by Rep. Lofgren and other Members, to Sena1Dr Onin Hatch. they 
delllalld the 'following "Sueh a ~ repo,t MUST iDdude'gan ~ 
measures daat are ATlA4SI: as strODg" those passed by the SemJte..n 

, 

How ca:a Rep. I..ofr;rat expect the Honse coJIfelees to agree to something 
that' failed' in the House twice' abeady last Joue (McCarthy· aiJ.d Conyers 
amenchnents) and wm faD agaiD. ifbrought lip for a vote? Do they.really want 
to help .a.dd.ress the. juvenile cr.bne problem ita tbis connuy or ~e they just 
politically pastudrlg in an ~tiOD.year?' , 

There is no teason to for= a c:1oad1Ute Odtcr than to allow political 
grandstanding on issues that Members ale alteady flying 10 resolve ~good faith. 

the National Rifle Association Urges You to 
Vote G~o" Today on the Lofgren Motion 

To Instruct Conferees on:B.R. 1501 

TOTRL p, f:J2 

TOTAL P.01 



Record Type: Record 

To: betty currie, nancy hernreich 

cc: 

Subject: NRA Ad 


I mentioned this to the President this morning. I think he'd be interested in seeing it. 
---------------------- Forwarded by Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOPon 0310212000 09:12 AM------------------------.;.- ­

I 

From: Julia M. Payne on 02/02/200011:56:41 AM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Thomas L. Freedman/OPD/EOP@EOP, Bruce N. Reed/OPD/EOP@EOP, Eric P. Liu/OPD/EOP@EOP; 
Joel JohnsonIWHO/EOP@EOP 

cc: 
Subject: NRA Ad 

NRA Spoofs Clinton, 'Get Smart' 

To Decry Smart Gun Research 


© National Journal Group Inc. 

VVednesday, Feb.2,2000· 


The National Rifle Association has been 

running radio ads in VVashington! D.C., and 

other "targeted markets" saying President 

Clinton's plan to fund smart gun research is 

unnecessary and that the focus should be on 

enforcing existing laws. 


The 60-second spots. produced by Edmonds 

Associates. feature a President Clinton 

impersonator, who wants "high-tech gizmos" to 

keep guns away from criminals. One ad also 

parodies the television show "Get Smart," and 

Agent 86, says Clinton's plan "doesn't sound 

very smart to me." 


The ads say Clinton wants to spend $10 million 

on research for smart guns, which the NRA calls "untested, 

unproven technology." They have been running for a few months in 

a series of changing spots. 




The NRA also ran television commercials in October encouraging 
the enforcement of existing laws rather than new ones. 

Ad Spotlight has the latest issue/advocacy spots, plus ads from 
Election 2000 candidates. 

Script of "Mad Scientist" (Radio) 

ANNOUNCER: Deep inside the White House 

laboratory, scientists work furiously to develop a smart 

gun. 


BILL CLINTON: All right, you. I gave you $10 

million to develop this thing. Now show me how it; 

works! 


SCIENTIST: Well, Mr. President, first you get a I 

decoder ring, then select the frequency punching your 

number in the ... oh! Blast. Sorry. It was working a 

month ago. 


CLINTON: You mean this thing isn't foolproof? Oh, 
there's gotta be a better way. 

JIM BAKER: This is Jim Baker of the National Rifle 

Association. Sometimes the best way is the simplest 

way. 


Bill Clinton wants to spend 10 million taxpayer dollars 

on so-called smart gun research -- guns that are 

supposed to not function unless the operator is 

authorized to fire it. But untested, unproven technology 

is no substitute for old-fashioned common sense. 
 I 

Enforcing our existing gun laws and promoting , 

responsible gun ownership is the best way to keep 

guns out ofthe wrong hands. 


SCIENTIST: Please be careful.where you point that 
thing, Mr. President. (Yelps) You could hurt someone. 

CLINTON: Sorry about that. 

ANNOUNCER: Paid for by the National Rifle 
Association. Celebrity voices impersonated. 

Script of "Smart On Smart" (Radio) 

ANNOUNCER: Agents 99 and 86 on the case. 

Assignment: develop a smart gun. First up. the White 

House. 


BILL CLINTON: Come on in! Hey, you figured out I 

my $10 million smart gun yet? 



AGENT 86: We're working on it, sir. But first we've 
got a few questions. I 

CLINTON: Shoot! I mean, what do you want to 
know? 

AGENT 86: Well, just exactly what is a smart gun 
and why do we need them? . 

CLINTON: Well, it's high-tech -- you know, some. 
high-tech gizmo. Secret codes. Lasers or something to 
keep criminals from shooting guns. 

AGENT86: Wouldn't it be easier to keep criminals 
from using guns by keeping criminals in jail? . 

CLINTON: Well, I'm a high-tech kine! of guy. Don'~ 
. tell me you're trying to make this a choice between . 
high-tech and common sense . 

. AGENT 86: Doesn't sound very smart to me, 99. , 

AGENT 99: It isn't, 86. 

AGENT 86: I better phone this in to the chief right, 
away. Where's my shoe phone? 

AGENT 99: On your foot, 86. 

AGENT 86: Right. 

ANNOUNCER: Tell Congress to spend tax dollars 
on enforcement of existing gun laws, not on untested, 
unproven technology. Call 202-225-3121. ' 
202-225-3121. 

Paid for by the National Rifle Association. CelebritY, 

voices impersonated. 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Joel JohnsonIWHO/EOP@EOP 

cc: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message 
Subject: juvie bill 

Joel: 

Bruce asked me to send to you the attached summary of what the House and Senate passed on the 
juvenile bills. We drafted the attached internal.summary.short!y after the House passed the bill last 
June. Many of the more troublesome provisions were passed' as House floor amendments. Among 
some of the key non-firearms provisions passed by the House' and Senate include: . 

• 	 $500 million juvenile accountability block grant to fund the construction of juvenile corrections 
facilities, prosecutors and other court personnel, mental health screening and services, and 
character education; . , . 

• 	 reauthorization of the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention which includes 
a preservation M'I'core mandates" to require states to keep juveniles separate from adult inmates 
(but Senate weakens one major mandate by deleting language requiring states to reduce 
disproportionate confinement of minority youth "DMC"); : 

• 	 reforms to federal juvenile justice system that provide greater prosecutorial discretion to try 
juveniles as adults for certain violent crimes, and give gre*er access to juvenile records; 

• 	 religious expression in schools to support religious memorial services on school property, 
allow states to display the Ten Commandments in schoolsiand public buildings (House provision). 
and bar plaintiffs from recoupoing attorneys fees in certain ,Establishment Caluse lawsuits (House 
provision); 

• 	 media violence to require schools that receive the FCC "E; rate" to equip their computers with 
filtering software (House provision); 

• 	 miscellaneous House provisions: amend IDEA to allow school officials to expel disabled 
students for bringing a firearm to school; Aimee's Law to re1quire states to require states 
responsible for releasing certain repeat. offenders to pay for their incarceration if they commit 
crimes in other states; and a "two strikes" provision for sex:offenders who commit crimes against 
children. 

The attached document provides more detail on these provisions. I have also attached the letter we 
sent to Staff Secretary last night. Please let me know if you need anything else. 

Thanks, 

Leanne 

6-5574 



Summary of Key Provisions in Juvenile Crime Bills Passed by Congress 

Juvenile Accountability Block Grant: At the heart of the House and Senate juvenile crime 
bills is the $1.5 billion Juvenile Accountability Block Grant (JABG). The JABG authorizes $500 
million over each of the next 3 years to promote graduated sanctions for juvenile offenders, and 
to help build juvenile corrections facilities. Unlike previous'versions, the JABG also funds a 
range ofother activities and has strong bipartisan support. F,unds can now be spent on: more 
prosecutors, probation officers and court personnel; drug and gun courts; information-sharing 
programs; mental health screening and treatment; confidential, 'toll-free hotlines for students; and 

character education. We should strongly support the current; version of the JABG in conference, 


. but we should also be aware that it will be difficult to fully fund the JABG during appropriations. 

Over the past 2 years Congress has funded a similar juvenile: block grant at about half this level, 

and the current Senate appropriations bill only includes $100 million for theJABG. 

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention: Both the House and Senate bills 
reauthorize the Justice Department's Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 
(OJJDP), which provides grants to states to improve their ju~enile justice systems and prevent 
juvenile crime. The Senate version also includes a new $200 million block grant dedicated to 
prevention activities, as well as a series of smaller programs that target gangs, early childhood 
training, alternative education, and improved parenting. We support all of these provi~ions. 

Generally, both bills also preserve the "core mandates" in federal law that require states to keep 
juveniles offenders separate from adult inmates. This is a big victory for Democrats, and 
represents a significant shift in Republicans' previous position. However, the Senate bill does 
make one major change to these protections: it deletes the language in current law requiring 
states to work to reduce the disproportionate confinement ofminority youth. We will need to 
work to amend this language in conference. 

Reforms to federal juvenile justice system: The House and Senate bills also include a number 
ofchanges to the federal juvenile justice system. As with the I Administration's juvenile crime 
bill, both bills provide law enforcement access to 'certain juvenile records, allow prosecutors (not 
judges) to determine whether juveniles who commit serious violent crimes should be tried as 
adults, and expand the list ofcrimes for which juveniles can be charged as adults. However, we 
have since worked with Senator Leahy to moderate these provisions by: (I) clarifying that only 
in very limited circumstances should juvenile cases be prosecuted at the federallevd; and (2) 
providing for a "reverse waiver" that allows federal judges to review a prosecutor;s decision to 
try serious violent juveniles as adults. We will need to push to have these provisions included in 

, I 

the final bill. Even if we do, however, some House members;- especially members of the Black 
Caucus - will still oppose any language that makes it easier fqr federal prosecutors to try 
juveniles as adults. 

Firearms provisions: Although the House failed to pass separate gun legislation, a number of 
firearms provisions that we support were included in its juvenile crime bill. These include: 
requiring background checks for the purchase ofexplosives; e~panding the list of individuals ' 
prohibited from possessing explosives (including youth under'21); increasing from 37 to 75 the 



number of cities participating in the Administration's youth\crime gun tracing initiative; and 
raising penalties for individuals who engage in the firearms business without a license, illegally 
traffic over 50 firearms, or illegally transfer firearms to juveniles. Consistent with Republicans'. 
message of tougher enforcement ofour guns laws, the House bill also authorizes $50 million for 
the increased federal prosecution of gun crimes, and establishes new mandatory minimum 
sentences for youth gun and drug crimes -- including tough penalties for adults who illegally·· 
transfer guns to juveniles that are later used in a school zone or to commit a violent crime. Since 
the Senate also passed provisions similar to these, they are ~lllikely to be accepted in conference. 
Only the new mandatory minimums, which Democrats strOl)gly oppose, are likely to be a 
sticking point. ., 

Religious expression in schools: In addition to passing a Senate amendment that expresses 
support for religious memorial services to take,place on public school property (as was done at 
Columbine High School), the House passed two other amendments to promote religious 
expression in public schools: one to allow states to display the Ten Commandments in public 
buildings and schools; and one to bar plaintiffs fro~ recoupIng attorneys fees in Establishment 
Clause lawsuits where public school officials acted to accorrimodate or facilitate students' 
religious expression. The Justice Department has serious copstitutional concerns with both of 
these provisions, and we will work to have these provisions dropped in conference. 

Media Violence: Although the House rejected amendmentd to prohibit the distribution of 
violent and sexually-oriented materials, to minors, and to est~blish a l~heling system for violent 
media, it did vote to require schools and libraries participating in the FCC's e-rate program to 
equip their computers with filtering software that blocks Int¢rnet access to material deemed 
harmful to minors. Similarly, the Senate voted to require Internet Service Providers to make 
such filtering techtlologies available to parents. . : . . 

Other Miscellaneous Provisions. Finally, both bills contaih a variety of other provisions that 
although they passed with little debate or with overwhelming support - are far-reaching and may 
need to be amended in conference. Some of these provision~ include: 

.' "I • 

IDEA reform -- Both the House and Senate bills would amend IDEA to allow school officials 
to expel disabled students who bring a firearm to school, just as they Gun-Free Schools Act 

I 

require them to·do with other students. The Department ofEducation is strongly opposed to this 
change. 

Crimes against children - The House and Senate bills include a combination of three, tough 
. new provisions to crackdown on crimes against children. Aimee's Law requires states 
responsible for releasing repeat murderers, rapists, or sex offenders that go on to commit similar 

. I 

crimes in other states to: (1) pay for the apprehension, prosecution, and imprisonment of such 
repeat offenders; and (2) transfer $100,000 from their law enforcement block grant funds to 
compensate each victim of such a repeat offender. Mathew's Law directs the sentencing 
commission to increase penalties for violent crimes committ~d against children under the age of 
13. And a "two strikes" amendment provides for the mandatory life imprisonment of sex 

offenders who commit crimes against childreri: i ' 


, I 



Gang recruitment penalty -- Both the House and. Senate bill includes an amendment by 
Senator Feinstein that makes it a federal crime to recruit gru.r-g members, with a 4-year mandatory 
minimum for recruiting a minor. Although we were originally concerned about the amendment's 
scope, Senator Ft:instein has since narrowed the provision. ! • 

School Safety -- The Senate bill includes a series ofamendments that would allow schools to 
use their ESEA funds for a broad range of school safety me';1Sures, including increased security 
measures, school uniforms, school resource officers, and drug testing. The bill also authorizes 

I 

background checks for prospective school employees. 

Drug dealer liability -- The House bill creates a new federal, civil cause of action for anyone ­
except a drug user who ~~ unwilling to reveal the source ofhis or her drugs -- harmed by a person 
that manufactures or distributes a controlled substance in violation of federal law. 

Limitation on teachers' liability - The Semite bill includes a provision to limit the liability of 
school officials who - acting consistent with their official d"\lties make reasonable efforts to 
discip line students. ' 

Limitation on prisoner release orders -- The House bill includes a provision that would bar 
federal courts from carrying out any prison release orders, and vitiate many of the existing 
consent decrees dealing with prison conditions. The Justice Department has expressed serious 
concerns with this language. 

I 

Suspension of Drivers' Licenses - The House versIon of'the JABG includes an 
amendment that conditions receipt of grant funds oni states enacting laws mandating the 
suspension ofdrivers' licenses, until the age of 21, o:f any juvenile caught illegally 
possessing a gun. 
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HERE ARE SOME DISTRICTS WE HEAR NRA IS INTERESTED IN 
IF they aren't labeled - they are Republican l· 

Terry (NE-2) 

Hostettler (IN-OS) 

Barr (GA-07) 


, Paul (TX- 1.4) 
Dickey (AR-OA) , I 
Whitfield (KY-O 1 ) 
Hayes (NC·08) 

. , 

f .,Sessions (TX-05) 

Sherwood (PA-l 0) 


Stupak (MI-1) - DEM Seat 
Montane at Icrge(Open) 

.Berkeley ,(NV-1) • DEM Seat 
Bonior (MI-l 0) OEM 

Holt (NJ-12) OEM 

Sanchez (CA) DEM ' 

Maloney Jim (CT-5) - OEM 

Moore (KS-3J OEM ' 

Smith (WA-9) OEM 


WV~2 -OPEN 
MI-8- OPEN I 

! ' 
PA-.4 - OPEN 

I 

['. 
I 

, I 

,, 
! 

. <' 
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OTHER VULNERABLE REPU8L1CAN INCUMBENTS 

WHO OPPOSED CLOSING GUN SHOW LOOPHOLE· 


Aderholt (Al-04) .. 
Rogan (CA·21) ~,. untit lost year -he had a A raring from NRA 

Chamblis's (GA-O'8) 

Northup (KY-03) . 

Fletcher (KY"06) 


,Gutknecht (MN-Ol) .. 

Boss (NH-02) 

Wilson (NM-Ol) 

Toomey (PA·1S) 

Cook (UT-02) 


. Nethercun (WA-05) 

Ryan (WI-Ol) 

Tancredo (CO-06) I

I 
. 


Foley (Fl-16J 

. ,Shimkus (ll·20) 

. I 

F. lucas (OK-06) 
C. Taylor (NC·ll t 

I 
. , 

I , . . 
I 
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'GunsUnging culture'fueled .. NRA's ~omebacl( 

Group tries to 
broaden appeal.
maintain core 
By Gary Fields 
USA TODAY 

WASHINCroN - Four y~ars ,lgO, 
the National Rifle AS5u(iJ ion was 
floundering. 

Over a Iwo-year SP,U1, he gun-
rights group had lo,t 500,000 
memhers. II was Slill Irl'l,ng fmm 
losing a long fighl 10 prer~nI Con­
gress from passing Ih... I;rady Bill, 
which mJnddted bad-ground
checks for gun huyers. 
. Among SOIl1(, mel11hU5, Ihere 
was gnl/11hling thai the NRA had 
gone .100 far in opposill); gUll re­
slrrellons. notably enorb Ie b.l!1 as­
sault weapo1ls. M.m}' winn'd wht'n 
NM Vire !'residelll W,yol' ta-
Pierre. a month Ixlure tlte.ll()l11hing 
of a federal huilding in rl'latKllna 
City, (ailed some tederJI agentsc 

VI 	 "jdlkbooted Ihugs."
» Today.th(' NRA is under'unusual-

Iy heavy fire from a gUIl-(ontrold 
o· 	 movement that has heel.l er ergi1.ed

by concerns of youth vrol~nce, Yel?< Ihe group is bark on its I:.'et and 
-I larger than ever. slress; i'lg gun­::c safely issul"s to try to SI IiJthe itsc 
;:0 critics while retaining' '!nollgh
VI 
o 	 rabhle-rousing conserva! sm to 

please its longtime SIIJlPcllters,?< The result: a reconi mef',lbership 
~ of nearly 16 million Ihat h,l; r.lltied).>. around the NRA as it fights !lW/IOS­'-< 

als to license gun bU}'l'rs ,111! re­
~ 
hJ 
o 
o 
'0 

f;, 

alized world in the nuinber of gun­ spokesman for Hand~un Control, 

USA armed with related murders. But many people the gUll lobby's chIef nemesis. 


.don't realize we also· lead the in­ "They mobilize a highly vocal mi­
230 mUlion guns dustrialized world in other meth­ nority of activists who will Ihrow 
lllr IIll11lhl'f or gun5 in circulation ods of murder, too," Le~in says. "It's dollars~ at lobbying against gun re­
in •hI' tlSA: not jllst the malter of the guns. strictions, even though,the "greater
2~O There is something else going on." public sentiment» may support 

Most guri owners arId even the such ideas. ' 
NRA favor some form of gun con­ The NRA's e!forts to broaden its 
trol. Levin says, esped~lIy keeping appeal have ted 'to a $30 million 
.firearms away !r~m children. The media campaign that aims to be 
problem, he says. IS tha,! the debate both combative and calming. 
often is framed in extreme tenns .. In one NRA commercial. Heston 

Cun-control advoca~es see the virtually accuses Clinton of lying 
N~ and gu,,! owners as, dangerous, about the NRA's position on gun­

.SO whIle gun-rights groll11s see any safely lorks. which it supports, 
!:"OVt'ment toward gun cont~ol a~ But in ads released iast week. 

~ .. a ~tep toward gunprolubll1on, Heston takes a gentler tack. stress­
.. 70 leVin says. :' ing that the NRA is spending $1 

,,,'''''' Au,,,.. ", AU ..... r .... "o.o6 r.Il""'" The NRA's sawy in orchestrating million to provide gun-safely class­
"Y~Uc..",,,,,,.""'rOl"'Y . , "lOA media campaigns.is partly respon- es in schools. -Let's put politics 

. Popular prnldent of group: NRA ads feature Charlton Heston, who is sible for its love a!fair with lieston, aside," he says. 
quire ~~islration of the estimated expected 10 be elected to a third term as the group's leader. . who likely will, be elected this 
:230 mIllion gUlls across the USA. ,. weekend toa thIrd one-year term ,. NRA popularity. lA . 

In the I.lst six wl"eks, more than tion less than six months away, cohol, Tobacco and Firearms esti- as its president. TIle. NRA, which 
200,000 people have joined the people have begun focusing on is- .mates. In the last.30years.that has had limited its leade~s to two 
129-year-old organization. which sues that are important to them, jumped more than 200% to about terms, amended its bylaws this 
will open its Jllnu,11 convenlion Fri- and gun control is on the front 230 million guns, Surveys estimate year to allow Heston to:run again.
day in Cllolrlolle. Nf. lhe jump in burner for the 2000 campaign. those guns belong to 65 million to ,"His presence· and the re_spect 
memlJership begall roughly when The NRA's recent growth also 80 million people. that he gets from p~ople who 
actor Chulton Heston, Ihe NRA's symbolizes what has been a trump "We are a gunslinging culture," . might not necessarily agree with 
president. brgan appearing in com- card for Ihe group all along: Many says Jack Levin, director of the non- the NRA is a value you can't put a 
mercials nilkizing Ihe licensing Americans have a historical allach- partisan Brudn~k Center on Vio- price on," NRA spokesman. Bill 
and regl~ll.ltlon proposals. NRA of- ment to guns" Surveys over Ihe lenee and ConOid at Northeastern Powers says.' ' 
fieials pleditt Ihey'll have 4 million past 30 years have consistently University in Boston. "The firearm TIle larger issue at the conven­
members hy November's elections. shown Ihat about 5U% of the nation is as Amelican as apple pie and Ihe tion will be mobilizing '(lr the No­

What suddenly made the NRA so supports gun rights and looks fa- Wild West. It is interwoven in soci- vembrr elertions. The, NRA has 
popular? vorably upon the NRA. ely." raised more than $5 million to do-

Analysts S.IY the group's growth, At a lime when crime is going Levin says a large part of the US. nate to gun-friendly candidates, 
alollg wilh Utat of the' anti-gun down,the numher of guns in circu- population doesn't have a problem and given more than $540,000 to 
movement, feflects how the recent lalion across Ihe USA is exploding. with guns, as long as they are han- the Republican Party. 
deb".te over youths' access to guns From 1899 through 1969. there died responsibly and kept out of "The NRA is the most inOuential 
has hardt'ned positions on both were about 76 million guns in cir- children's' hands. single-issue lobbying group in 
sides, Wilh the pt'esidenti,1I I'lec- cul.llion, the federal Bureau of AI- "Yes, the US. leads the industri- America," says Uri.,n Morton, 

http:ergi1.ed
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House and Senate panelsOI( China trade bill 

PreSident Clinton. Who has lob­ who is serious about shouldering . Means Commiltee focused ·on· the prison on charges or espionage. 

"If China cannot obey its ownWide margins of victory , 	 the responsibility of the presidency votes of undecided lawmakers whobied lawmakers for approval. called 
the committee voles *a significant 	 should be silent on the issue; Bush had come under enormous pres­ laws in this case, how can we ex­

said.. sure from both sides. A day dller pect it to rollow the rar more bur­step," He said the bipaltisan voteslift deal's overall prospects 
"send a clear. strong message that Opponents argue the proposal the panel's lOp Democrat, Rep. densome rules of the World ltade 
permanent normal trade relations would eliminate U.S. leverage to Charles Rangel or New. York, sided Organization. which will entail 

By William M. WeICh porary normal trade Sldtus, a vote for China is vital to America's {'ros­ prt'ss for (hinese concessions· in with supporters, all rour or the oth­ wrenching. economic changes and . 
USA TODAY that often is a nash point for debate perity at home. our leadershIp in human rights and other areas. Sup- er wavering Democrats swung in hardship?" Jeffords asked. "Unless I 

over China's record on human the world and to posilive change in porters argue that incrt'ased en- :line behind him: Reps. Richard Neal see a resolution or this case, I am 
WASHINGTON - legislation 10 rights. labor and social issues. China," gagement with China would pro- of Massachusetts. Benjamin Cardin reluctant to give up this leverage 

permMK'nlly 	 grant nonnal tra ie With tensions growing. a con­ mote progress and that annual of Maryland, Karen Thurman of on the Chinese."Texas Gov. George W, Bu~h. the 
SIdM to China won overwhelmi 19 gressional hearing on China trade Republican presidential candidate. trade review has not been an effec- Florida and Lloyd Doggett or Texas. 

victories in two key congressior;.d was disrupted Wednesday when a rt'stated his backing ror the bill in a tive pressurt'. One previously undecided Repub- Contributing: judy Keen 

committees Wednesday aid man smashed two glass bottles speech to hundrt'ds of workers at a "We have a great deal more abili- lican, Rep. Mac Collins of Georgia. and Bill Nichols . 

gained the backing or several pre\ i- and threatened to kill himselr if not Boeing assembly ractory in Everett. ty to inlluence their behavior by also voted for the bill. 

ously undecided lawmakers, . heard. As three administration Wash. having them inside, at the negotiat- . Sen. jim Jeffords. R-Vt.. cast the 


Approval or the trade bill by tI.e Cabinet officials watched. Rep. Earl "This will be among the most se­ ing table. than having them out- lone Senate Finance vole ag<linst

Senate Finance and House Wall; Pomeroy. D-N.D~ grabbed the man . rious decisions our government side: Sen. john Breaux. D-Ll., said. Ihe bill. lie cited hum,m-righls

and Means committees had bet II rrom behind and the two fell to the will make this year. and no one The main drama at the Ways and abuses by China. indueling Ihe case 

expected. but the magnitude of tb! noor. Security officers pulled the or a Tibetan musical student. Ilga­

victories boosted prospects fOr pas' man into the hallway. wang Choepel. who went to college 

sage. The vote or the full House 0' U.S, Capitol Police said the man in Vermont. Upon his return 10 Chi­

Representatives is scheduled .ft·.. was Daniel Chagashvili. 49. a native na, he was sentenced to 18 years in 

next week. of the Republic of GeorSia and a . 


The House panel approved th! naturalized Australian citIzen who 

measure 34-4. The Senate pant I has been living in Brooklyn. HE' was ' 

apPflJllt'd it 18-1. , charged with assaulting a federal 


the Senate is expected to pas i police officer and disrupting the of­
Oi 	 the China trade bill easily, so ttlt· ficial business of Congress, both of» battle has fOCused on the House, which are federal offenses. 


Orpnized labor has led the oppo­ The House Ways and Means pan­
d 
o 	 sition, joined by a coalition or liber, , el added provisions to the trade bill 
?< 	 als and conselVatives from both aimed at protecting U.S. industries 


parties who object to expanded from surges in certain exports

-I 	 trade with China without progress rrom China and allowing the presi­:J: 
C 	 on human rights, religious free­ dent to grant financial rt'lief to in­
;::0 	 dom, environmental stlildards and dustries battered by imports.
1.11 	 other concerns. :o 	 Aseparate bill that would set up


The bill would extend perma­ a commission to monitor human
~ nent nonnal tr.1de relations to Chi­ rights in China was expected to be
<" na in elCChange fOr new access to included once the bill gets to the
>'" '< 	 China's markets fOr U.S. companies. floor. and some new supporters of 
~ It would end the annual require­	 the trade bill cited that commission
?> 	 ment that Congress approve tem- in explaining their decision. 
I'-.J 
o 
o 
o 



E. J DionneJr. 

A Formidable Foe for the NRA 

SO I'OU see cekbritit:s such as Rosie 

O'Donilell, Susan Sarandon, Reese \\-ither- ~ "l' 
spoon; Meli:;sa Eth.:ridge and Courtney" 
Love and you say: TIlls l\lillionMom l\larch , . 
against guns can't be anything more than a 
one-shot.. made-for-television bloWout 
They hau their nice r:illy on a perfect spring. 
day, got great coverage and went home, 

In this ryni.:al, mL-dia-saturatloU time; it'$ 

hard ior anYHne to cont'eive of something so 
old,fashiontoU as a political movement with 
membcr~ who susuin their commitment 
over time anu do unbrlamorous organiZing 
work when cameras aren'l around, . 

The I'ery notion th:;! mothers mi!!ht be a 
pol('nt politit:aJ force has been de\aJued by 
. the attention poUsters have lavished on soc· 
eer' moms, suhurban moms, waitress moms' 
:md a",mwd other maternal ca:c·gmies. 
The various mom J!toups are cast as easily 
m:mipulatt'tl l'onstituendes whoS(' votes 
ran be h:ld if the rij..'ht mi.x of "n1es.-ages" is 
~'nt. and if calHlidates spend their ""'liking 
hours hugging cute children. 

But i: was not :Ilw31'S thus. aml it's possibll: the Million Mom 
March will reawaken a'distinguishlXl American tradition in which 
or:;:anizcu women became a potent iore!! for suciaJ reform. It has 
happened ~fore. Teddy Roosevelt is remembered as a manly man 
who could ride and shoot ""ith the best of them. But it was also 
Roosevelt. influenced bv activist women friends such as Jane Ad· 
dams. who put the interest~ of children at the heart of f~:deraJ pol­
iey. Could Ihis new \\':lle 01 mums haw a .:omparabk effect? 

It \\flU1rl ('('rain::' "" sahllJI'}'. The ~m is~ue is rirJ(;for a n{'IV 
S<lrt 01 polilics. ·for thn:l' tle.:6lues or MI, till' space luI' ),.'Un reg, 
ubtitm 1::0";)«'11 "harnh'('/\nsl~J;I!l'd hr the !)O\\'~r ;'Iml iallul'!'ll'C of 
thl' :'\a!i"n;,l Rilt, A,;.",;';i:..tioll. liy tun::ut! J!Un ow.wr, inl,' a po.. 

. minded in rewarding their friends and pun­
ishing their enemies at election time, . 

In a uemiJCra~y, organized power almost 
always beat~ unorgaruzed power-even if, 
as the polls suggest, support for strong ~,'un . 
regulation is widespread, The promio;c o( 
the million moms is that the}' t'Ouid or~a-
nize into a countervailing (oree, giving 
heart to potential allies and forcing those on 
the fence to rethink where their electoral in­

. terests lie, 
The fII·RA's eXl'Cutive vice· president. 

Wayne LaPierre, knows a threat when he 
sees it. The hi!!hest compliment he gave the 
mom.~ was' when he accused their organiz· 
ers of being alIit.'d \\ith the DemOCT:lts. In 
doing so, he underscored how closely the 
NRA is now lillked with the Republican Par­
ty amI pointed to the one tilin/! he genuinely 
fears: hard political pressure from Ille other 
end of the gun debate. 

But these mothers,have a bro.1uer oppor· 
tunity if they W;lJlt to ta!{e it. A century a::-o. 

organized women's groups, concerned about the effcds of indu&­
tr.aliz.1tion on farnilies and children, let Joo"e a reform spirit tbl 
dominated public policy for 50 years. As the late historian Chrisl(~ 
pher Lasch notlXl, "'They took part in. and often initiateu, move­
ments to abolish child labor, to establish juvenile courts, to build 
slum housing. to require factory inspection. to strengthen the food 
anu drug laws, and to abolish or regulate prostitution.' 

. Up to now, "women's issues" have been defined in relation ei· 
ther to feminism or to bank'S over abortiun. But neither ",omt:n 
nDr m!'llthink e)(c1u~ivrly ahnut th~ir rC'!'Pl'Clive /!ender ml~. rh' 
pu~lllng tht' b<.lunllaries. tilis n~1I' WOlllen, 1lI01'l'n1.:at .:uuiu 
c!'i:m(!{' n, tt,qnly. our poEtics hut abo our cllture.. ... 

III hroad terrn:'.th..' nt'W n1nvem~'nt t':tn in~ist that we or:;:mizt' 
!\:nt" :;'I~:.:"~·.:~J .!()J~~~.! ~::~~g: \.IJ,:~.::,.~hJ.J!_~'.$t ~r:'~!~!!';'~:{'\~1.~:.!r l.!~~L'.··.JL","" .!)~~r~ ~\:~~·ytt\·:..';o:.. {J...~ U.ll~'l':\~t< ~.~.~t: :-:Pl·~l!. !.,t.'lllic, I1:PI.~'·'y' il}. \\"J:.~!-. 
has mhlhlted poliuaanswho 00 support ~n controltrum pushmg 
[Ill' wbt tl:,:\' r\,;;II'; w:mt-unill'r:.;;J! '.!Un r('~stratinn:md 3 h:m cn 
ceruin panlcul;;riy c!a.rigerou;. weapons. The /';RA win~ th,' d" 
bate in acvan.:e by llwking :,ure thc mcaSUTl', beill~ ar;,.'U(d about 
art: limittoU in s("O)'X' and potential rikrlil'cness. 

You Oil rjil:lll ::<;[; want :J~.~;n'lthl' :"RA ar.d timid polilil'ian,... 
But polilician~ arcn't 11101", and thel' respond to reality as they'sce 
1:. i pill I:U\\,. 1ht.' !\'i\.:\ n~p.; Uu~"or,:!anl:~t:{l ll~ erH..·nllt"~ ~il~: .CUt.'r· 
j..rV:cJ it luy:d l'onstiluency. ()pl)()nelll~ ui gun control arc sinj.(it­

that rellCl:t the devotion we claim to I:uriili~s and children. Its 
mcmher~'can chalkl1!:!e the m.1~t{'r,;of ma~~ entertainment to take 
responsibility lor enc-ouraginj.( a .:ulture oj viuil'llce that thl')' de­
nounce in "thl'r cunteNts, 

And on tht: gun issue. they can ask their husbands, sons and 
brotlllT' to con~it!t:r whdlwr wives :Inti .:hildren arc better rm.. 
tC(ltoU by a wcU-armtoU houschulu or hy !«'rious dions to Slem the 
1'10\',,: oi \\'(,~JPHn;..jn(O dan~l'rU\:~ nanu~. j he nlom~ en "in tHIS' 
on,', But a march i~ only a start.' . 

[l)r \llllShilllltOll ~Jost 
TUESDAY, MAY 16,2000 . 
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Diamonds Are for Killers 


The Unhinging of Peggy Noonan 


The agony of Sierra Leone demonstrates 
not only that ttte West has failed to decide 

\ when military intervention is justified. It 
· shows its failure to come to grips with the 
· role of natural resources in provoking con­

fiict. Clausewitz called war "the pursuit of 
politics by other means.· But war is just as of­
ten a device for the pursuit of business. 

· In Sierra Leone. war is caused by dia­
monds. The Iimb-chopping rebels of the Rev­
olutionary United Front (RUF) started out in 
1991 as a small band: Then they captured the 
diamond region. got rich and became a very 
big- band. They send the gems to Liberia and 
other obliging neibllbors in exchange for 
ca,;h and gUllS. They fight not to win but to 
keep hold of the diamond trade. TIley are like 
the drug warlords who terrorize Colombia. 

The latest outbreak of fighting has shown 
thi~ yet again: It was provoked when U.N. 
peacekeepers moved to disarlf! rebels who 
conlrol the diamond region. TIle RUF. which 
had beel\ content to play its role as part of the 
government since last year's peace deal. was 
suddenly content no more. It killed four U.N. 
soldiers. took a few hundred hostage. and the 

· civil war began ag~in. IfSierra LeOne had rio 
diamonds. there might weU be no rebels. and 
cert:linly not such lethal ones. This goes for 
Angola too. wht're Jonas Savirnbi's election­
flouting guerrillas smuggle diamonds to pay 
for weapons. In Congo. a shifting cast of ar­
mies has overrun bits of the country in hope 
oi gold and diamond loot. In Mozambique. by 
contrast. there are no gems or other resourc· 
es to speak of. As a result. the civil war that 
had been fostered by white South Airica's re­
gUn" tizzled out when apartheid ended. 

Mozambique is especially telling. because 

Richard Cohen 

Among thl.' several :::ifts of. Bill Clinton, 
ronsitlt:r this one: He has the abilitv to drive 
his critics crazy. This is what happened to 
Peggy Noonan. the best·selling author and 
political columnist. Years of Clinton have . 
taken their toll. The poor woman may be his 
last female victim. 

At the mument. Noonan has a book on 
thl: bestseller list. "The Case Against Hilla­
ry Clinton: She i~ a regular contributor to 
the Wall Street Jonrn:d's editorial [lJ;!e and 
wa" one of Ronald Reag;m's more gifted 
",:,,:~·,..:~I'.\·r::L'r:---i:';';'"::!:;!::: ~:~l' (r({!l'n;,b~:, Of 
a ground('d person. \\nat\ more. she is a 
(i;\.·:i:-.ht:d ,lfl,;L~:-:t :11 .dinucr, p:irlit'~ ill r\L-\\:': 

y, ,~k :m.! W!I-hip;"':\II. It Sl'enl, no ·01::' n:l,; 
!lu...:.:J '!I.ll (lim,," h;.s dri\'en ht!r mad. 

The evidenre of her sad sUte i, her re­
,~nl (ol\:l1111 ill the JuurnJI ahuut Elian (,011' 
zJlez. She be¢n~ by rharJclerizin~ the' ex· 
treml'll' rhun:h\' Climon alimini;lration a~ 
vinuJliy 1l1l'1I,~,;' :lnci ai:{'u~(',; it oi pllrpo~cly 
wJ::ing U!l!il'!:.:,,;·:r w'·l'kl'ml t" .-n;,\\:h the 
cftilrl_npvf1r TT'i'1r "lH tho,,.. n"'~'Hil,nl'~ .1!1,'v"I'l 

Kvno :ll" ant! 1I1l'll it:: lap,.:. 'l.1K;rillllo n,)· 
1iel' of that. 1"00n:1I1 [lrorred, to woml.'r 
about ttll· pre~i(ll'nt', motive, lor ~cizin;.! 
lilt' !Joy: MWh:H· m:.ck' him do such 01 thin:!'­

"Was it f(,ar of Fidc'l Ca~tro..-fe3r th;1l thr 
dk:atur wi![ unl"a~h Jnothl'r Ilo"d of rein· 
gee,;. like the Markl bOJtlih of 1YtlO?" That 
would have spdkd pulith:al troubk for 
Clinton and AI Gmt'. • 

Maybe CalilrU promi~ed that in exchange 
for the bov. hl' woulu normalize rriations 
with the U'niteu Statr:;, Noonan speculatt's. 
Clinton would buy thl' deal. she adds. be· 

the country has done well out of a peace deal 
that resembles last year's ariangement in Si· 
erra Leone-an arrangement widely called 
unworkable. As in Sierra Leone, Mozam· 
bique's rebels were notoriously brutal. But af· 
ter years of serving apartheid's goals, they 
were brought into the government and pro­
ceeded to behave responsibly. Because it· has 
no diamonds, Mozambique became what Si· 
erra Leone can only hope to be: all apparently 
failed state that confounds the pessimists by 
attaining a measure of stability. 

This is worth noting in itself, because pro­
.pie tend to pair the term "failed states" with a 
desperate throwing up of hands, as if failure 
were an inevitable feature of the modem or· 
der. But states fail for a reason: gems in Sierra 
Leone and Angola. cocaine in Colombia. 

It makes no sense trying to broker peace in 
. tesource-cursed countries unless the resourc· 
es are brought under control. The U.N. force 
in Sierra Leone was given no mandate to halt 
mining or even gather information about it. 
Its flrst step should have been to take over the 
diamond fields. Instead. it waited nearly a 
year and then sent a force that was not up to 
the challenge. 

The international diamond trade needs to 
be better regulated. Yes. easier said than 
done. Cocaine traffickers face the ultimate 
sanction-their product is illeg:ll-and yet 
they carry on in business. But two peculiar 
features of the diamond business make reg. 
ulation seem workable. First, around two­
thirds of the ~ket for freshly mined uncut 
diamonds is controlled by one company. De 
Beers, which therefore has enormous power 
to reform the conduct of the industry. Sec· 
ond. diamonds have no intrinsic value; they 

cause of his -lust for a legacy." What: she 
asks. "is a mere child compared \lith this 
president's need to be consideredimpor· 
tant by history?" 

Finally. Noonan wonders if Castro has 
blackmailed Clinton. This has not occurred 
to others, but Noonan recalls that Clinton 
told Monica his phone calls might be mon· 
itored by a foreign intelligence service. 
"l\·laybe it wa~ Mr. Castro's intelli~ence ser· 
vire?" Noonan 3!'ks in genuine alarm. May· 
be Fidel has the Monica tape!>-and pos· 
sii)!': ~nn!·...• \}~ih:r-. ~.: wdl. 
. But mJl'be, just ma~hl'. the president was 

·-,~~!.·:"i.';y rl.'t:.!:::.:!!g ilk' h\}}' to hi;.. f:..i.::i..'r. :'-1 ..(;· 
--hI..' \\'hal !:~I: Clinton :ldr~;!njstr:!ti\Hi dit! 1.\":~~ 
,;" (Un,;j,k:lt witlltlh.' !..w, ;IS m:1I :l; ..\rih!t­
ican popular opinion, that to wOlluer aboet 
black:na:!. boatlil" and tiw lIormalizJtion 
oi rl'1:ltions with Cub:1 i" ju~t pl:lin on-r the 
top. Where i,; the evidenl'e jor any oi this? 

. t-:" ('vilielll'" i~ ever neelied. The Journal 
r:lI; thc' pil'n' un il~ t'citori;!1 [lag,· a~ ii n(11 h· 
;f'}~ 'll!~ "f the l"\!,~~~~~.~9~:' h!'~~':! ~.~:~, T~~c:. 
i~ b,,(at.i~l:. wh,'11 it (Oml'~ t(l Clinton. it is 
not p<,~,ihl(' to ·b,.. rOIl,;iticT<:>d a l'r:lck[lot. 
You Gin writl', ;I>. ,onll: other,; h"...c. that 
Vinn'nl roster \litiS murdered (presumahly 
in th" Whilt' Hou~d and his hody dt.'l'osited 
in a p~r~ :ll'm,,~ th,' PutomJc'. and not only 
will tht' independent counst'l invrsti!!ate 
but GOP pulitil:ians wiU demJnd COIlt:rt'S' 
sional hearinl!~. You (':m writf. also, that 
Clinton wa,; involved in drug: smu~l!ling and 
no one will ask to ~ee I'our ink blots. 

l'oio president has had thi~ quality since 
Lyndon Johnson. He. to\I, was considered a 

~\ , .~ I: '1 ,~ I" " , 
,I 

politician without an ounce of morality. a 
political pS~'cho[lath who. it W:lJ. bdievcd in 
certain circles. had even climbed intu Juil:l 
F. Kennedy';> casket. Supposedly he would 
do anything to advance his career. lying bl!" 
ingthe least of it. Clinton is only uifferent in 
that his lies were made under oath and LBJ 
managed to avoid that. Othern;se, Clinton 
is LBJ all over again-even down to his e:<­
otic southern ways. 

Clinton hl!s Wnved the paranoid right. 
The Elian operation was so vrhemently de­
noun(·~'I..! i:1 ri::; ht ".l.i!1~ .lJ!".•,::- :.~:J ~~:~. ~ y. ':..:, 
would hav!:' thought a. COUD had been at· 
~;.'mpku. (Sen. Dot)- SmailSJid Eli.. n WJ:' 
h"ia);.nl'l<! "j:::l ronrenlratioll CJtr.:' "-i.·:.. 
..\'llJfi.·W,.. 'Air h.lrl:'! B:Jse.} It !$ if'! t~!;:.~ ~o~~~ 
text that onl:' can muse on blackmail and 
make wmpari;ons 10 the Waco fiasro. 

Clintnn ';0 ~('b ·some people off that. in 
their own circle, no curispirJC'), theory, no 
sfl<'Cubtion. is ron;;idrred extreme. Vehe­
nwntly :l!Iti·Ciinwn editorial pa~e" will 
....~_... ..;_,...,tt~ ...... ~ ...... ;""' .... , .... _~1;.; .. _1 ....__ 

;hcjo~~~i<'~'~il;;ria; pa~~ I;a~ ~;~~pl~~d'i~: 
to tht' Journal of Abnormal P~~·ehol(l.!.,~·. 

t\oonan \ piet'e is wonity of inclusion ill a 
timt.' capsu!t· !'<l that future generation~ will 
know our times. Shr ends v';th a lun!!ing for 
hl'r old bos~, Ronald Rc'Jgan. Shf not only 
says he would have stood up to Castro, but 
would have treJted the stOI'Y that Elian was 
purposefully sa\'ed by dolphins as -evidence 
of the reasonable assumption that God's 
creatures hOld been commanded to prott'\:t 
one of Goo·s children: 

Get a grip, Pe~'Y. 

TUESDAY, MAY 16. 2000 
\*, J. ' 

are all advertising and image. 
. These two peculiarities could be mutually 

reinforcing. The diamond fums know what 
happened to the fur industry when consum· 
ers started worrying about cruelty to ani· 
maIs. Their n4,lltmares feature pictures of 
girls with stumps instead of arms. capUt1ned 
with the suggestion that diamonus are not a 
girl's best friend in eertain circumstances. 
Lovers won't buy gifts that profit psycho­
paths, and De Beers knows that. So it is des­

. pemte to clean up itS image. 
Sure enougll, De Beers recently promised 

to buy no more diamonds from conflict re­
gions. Antwerp's powerful diamond exchang­

. es. which are said to buy most of Sierra le­
one's gems, have also made reformist noises. 
The American diamond industry is trying to 
sound polite about a bill introduced by Rep. 
,Tony Hall this week, which would require di· 
amonds to come with certificates stating 
tlleir country of origin. 

There is movement, in other words: but 
not yet enou!!h of it. De Beers has not opened 
itself to outside inspectors who could vouch 
for its sincerity. Antwerp has yet to promise 
to stop buying from Sierra Leone alld the 
countries like Liberia that act as its agell!~. 
The industry resists what oughl to be the ulti· 
mate goal of its reforms: an audiuhle trail 
from the mine to the consumer. 

Better accountability is not too much to 
ask of an industry with annual retail sales 
worth $56 billion. Western i!ovemments 
can't carry on financing peacekeeping mis­
sions while their consumers finance mayhem. 

The uriter is (/ member ofthe editorial 
page staff. 
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re31 t;;;tate deveklpcrs under consider-

For Gun-Tlzemed Cafe ati~'~'ars odd, says Bw an Sexton, 

Br LYNNE DUK£ 
If"'hi>l!!lim Post Sl<lffWrira 

l\1EW YORK-Just the thou1nt of it 
has New York political and bdsh c.,;s 
leacers going ballistic: A National Rifle 
Association theme cafe' in Times 
Square? With computer-simulated 
shooting games, a menu of wild game 

He is president of the Times Square 
liusiness lmpro,ement Distrkt, which 
markets the new-and-illlpro\'ed Times 
Square to the world, If anyone has his 

. ear to' the grou:1d on such ;, cr, Itro­
versial issue as an l\R,.\ cafe. it is he. 

.But Sexton savs he's hC:Jrd so much 
of nothing aboui alleged negutiations 
that n6w he's wondering \\'hether the 
NRA's talking to anybody at all. 

meat and a gift shop of weapons·related .' "I think it's a stunt: Sexton said Fri­
trinkets and gadgets? .. day. "I can't say for sure, but I just can't 

When the NRA announced its plans 
for a Times Square cafe late last month, 
Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) said it 
would send New York back toward be­
ing "Dodge City." Mayor Rudolph W. 

~ Giuliani (R) said flatly, "I don'Uhinkit's 
~ going to happen.~ 

The City Council also got into the act:= and last week passed a resolution that 
said the NRA theme cafe should not be 

~ allowed to "take root," as if it were an in­
fecHon. The council accused the NRA of 
taking "the unconscionable step of pro­
moting guns and gun use right here in 
New York City." . 

The NRA clearly has picked a brand-
new fight for itself by trying to send its 
gun-toting me,;sage straight into the 
heart of New 'ork City, where gun con­
trol is the bread and butter of Demo­
cratic politics and city leaders take 
great pride in their success at eradicat­
ing the culture of guns and violence that 
once made the city's streets very mean. 

Fresh from its chest-thumping na­
tiunal convention last month and CharI­
ton Heston's memorable role as a mus­
ket·waving diehard there, the NRA's 
cummercial plans won't be stopped by 
th!:' Jorces of "political correctness run 
amok," says the group's Bill Powers. 

It has become a test of wills ov!:'r poli­
tics, ideology, business and spin. 

"Our view is that shooting sports, 
~ considering there's some 40 million 
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Americans who shoot for fun, our view 
is that this is as much an American 
sport as golf or tennis or baseball; " Pow­
erssaid. .' . 

Even after the City Council had its go 
at theissiIe, Powers said, the NRA is 

"continuing its search for the' proper 
Time,; Square location: . """ 00",;,ue to go !bro'"" pn","
negotiations,· Powers said. "We're cer· 

. ii.tid anybody ~\,'to's been talking with 
them. Doesn't mean it's not happening. 
Hjust means it's the most secret --egoti­
ationever in the New 1or;<" r, ; estate 
market: 

But anYWay, Sexton sa\'s, "Spiritually, 
ran NRA' cafeI is just n~t the message 
that Times Square is sending." 

The anti-gun forces arc poised. ready 
lo rire away when the NRA plan takes 
off. Schumer will intervene with busi­

ness people to help them see the issue 
hiswav. 
"W~didn't clean up Times Square for 

the gun lobby to move in, and that's a 
case that Sen. Schumer's ready to make 
to the people of Times Square if and 
when it's necessary," said Cathie Lev­
ine, Schumer's spokeswoman. 

\\'ayne LaPierre, the NRA executive 
vice president. announced the theme 
caie concept at the group's annual con­
vention in Charlotte last month. It was a 
small feature of the convention, whirh 
otherwise \\IlIS devoted to boasting of 
the NRA's political clout, with millions 
of dollars to spend on pro-gun cam· 

. pail,'llS and 3.6 million members, a fig­
ure that has been disputed by critics. 
Most of all. the NRA committed itself to 
defeating Vice President Gore and pre­
serving gun rights, which the group 
says is the bedrock of freedom. '. 

The NRA is developing a logo and a 
sports brand name-NRASports, which 
will be sold at the nl'W cafe, dubbed the 

.NR.~Sports Blast. ' 
Tht: theme cafe would cover" thou­

sands of square feet of prime New York 
real estate, comparable in size with 

Time:' Sqtl:J~l' Willie', suri; :J." iJ": Dj,· 
nc\' a;;d \ramer B:'J$. ~10n.''', lhl' ESP0: 
Sp-"ns ZOne amI th(' \\"l)rlJ \\'rt'stling' 
FL'l.; ...:r~nion :(:"':-;1 ,~r~nt. 

The uiff~ren(t:, tilOIlg:b, opponent,. 
poillt out. is thaI thL' NRASpurb BI~st 
theme would be ~un5. Humillg with 
g11l1S, c'lmpeting with guns-guns as an 
all· American sport. Outuoor equipment 
and gun-related gizmos woule he on 
s;!le. rangin.~ irom T-shirts ami Charltun 
Hestun Cele\;rit\· Shoot Ve,ls to Eddie 
EaglE' lire safet;' y:uidcs lor kids. key 
chains. lights. roasters. clocks and ~n 
cabinets. It's much the same merchan­
dise available on the NRA Web site, 
such as kits for making your own meat 
jerk\', called Spice anu Slice. from the 
meat in the ir.:ezer frum tile last hunt. 

Powers, however. saie that no guns 
would be sold or on display in Times 
Square. And he rejected the idea thal 
the caie would promote the gull culture. 

-It's about the shooting spurt, which 

has been a sport in America since there 

was an America: he said. 


Of course. critics dOIl't buy this for a 

moment. for they see the NRA as a dan­

gerously ideological group. At its con­

vention. a popular T-shirt was one of 
Adulf Hitler offering the Nazi salute 
with a laption that likened gun control 
to the practices-of the Third Reich: "All . 

. in favor of gun control raise your right 
hand.~ 

To members of the New York City 
Council. the NRASports Blast is all 
about promoting the pro-gUll NRA 
agenda. which th\.' N~wYork i:I\\'n~kers 
believe ha,; contributed to the prohJera­
tion oi guns in the United States and an 
accumpanying illcr~a!'c in violence. 

"Th" dtv council. in their vote, took 
an ideolugi.:al stand against thl' NRA's 
aggressi\'e agenda: said Christine 
Quinn, the council member whu spon­
sored the re~olution and whose distrkt 
includes Times Square. The council's 
resolution, passed 46 to 1. does not 
have the force oi law but was a symbol 
of its opposition to the NRA .,lan, 

The cafe, Quinn said. "is about pro­
moting the NRA. I think it's about in­
creasing NRA membership. And I think 
irs about capitalizing on a type of venue 
woere they believe they will get their 
message out, particularly to young peo­
ple and teenagers." 

.Q;l)r UlUSQillgton post 
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Mayor Gives 

Money to 
DNC, Which 

Funds Poll 

Jiming Called 'Odd,' 

But No Laws Broken 

By YOLA~DA WOODLEE 
U·as/,jnptJn l'oSt Slafflhilcr 

D.C. Mayor Anthony A. Williams 
(D) ended his successful 1998 cam· 
paign with $175,000 in leftover 
cash but also with a piJblem. Dis-­
~rict law prevented him from spend· 
mg the money to further his politi­
cal ambitions. 

. So Willhms put most of the mono 
ey in a constituent service fund, and 
he gave nearly $25,000 to the Oem" 
oeratic National Corrunitt~. Thr~ 
~onths later, nearing the mayor's 
fust anniversary in office, the DNC 
paid Williams's pollster $12 500 to 
survey city voters about h~WtI· 
Iiams was playing. 

Williams said he was not attempt­
ing to skirt D.C. campaign finance 
laws. "No, no, no." he said, He said 
the DNC donation came under "a 
lot of r('view" to make sure it did 
not violate any laws. 

"The contribution to the Demo­
,cratic Party is fully in conformance 
with the law: Williams said. 

But campaign fmance experts see 
evidence of a loophole that allowed 
the mayor to circumvent local cam· 
paign fina.:lce laws. 

; "It appears that half the money 
he gave the DNC has been returned 
to him in the form of an opinion 
poll,· said Larry Makinson exec· 
utive director of the research group 
Center for Responsive Politics. ·U 
he gave them $25,000 this year, is 
there another S12,500for a poll 
next year?" 

Brown University professor Dar­
rell M. West, who studies campaign 
finance, said the arrangement illus­
trates how many' loopholes there 
are in the rules that govern political 
spending,. ',' 

"It seems to be very odd timing, 
and it certainly raises the question 
as to whether the intent was to by­
pass the rules,· said West, who just 
published "Checkbook Democra­
cy." "There are ways to launder I 
money. You have to be careful how 
you do it, but there are lots of OJ)­
portunities for creative financing." 
, The mayor argued that DNC offi­

cials' decision to pay for the poll 
was not a quid pro quo because 
-they do polls for candidates __ , 
land] elected officials all the 
time." 

Meredith McGeh~, vice presi­
dent of Common Cause, said that 
although the contribution and the 
payment for the poll both may be 
legal, it appears that Williams 
may have circumvented the re­
quirement that he not use leftover 
campaign funds for political pur­
poses by passing the money 
through the DNC as a "soft mono 
ey" contribution. Soft money con­
tributions are supposed to be 
used to generate support for the 
party, rather than a specific candi­
date. 

."Now soft money has found an· 
other use-a place for an in· 
cwnbent, a non-federal official to 
park money to evade the require­
ment to zero out the campaign ac· 
cOunt,W McGeh~ said. 

Williams said the idea of con· 
ducting the poll in, December 
came from his own advisers, with 
whom he had been holding strate· 
gy m~tings f Jr several months. 
They inclt- Ie members of Gre"u· 
berg, Quinlan Research Inc., tile 
Democratic pollster he paid 
$65,000 during his mayoral cam­
paign. 

"All my people who advise me 
sa,-on a regular basis,just like 
your annual checkup--do a check 
of where you stand,W he said. "A 
lot of people have criticized me 
for not being sufficiently political. 
I'm just trying to operate in a po­
litical ~nvironment, and I think 
regtt\ar polling is part of that.W 

Williams transferred $150,000 
of the leftover campaign money 
to his constituent ~: :-vices fund to 
help pay for special events and 
citizen emergencies and gave the 
remaining $24,581 to the Demo­
cratic National Corrunittee. In 
April, Williams set up a new com­
mitt~ for his 2002 r~lection 
campaign. His first fundraiser is 
schedule<i for Thursday, with 
President Clinton and former 
senator Robert J. Dole (R) as the 
honored guests. 

In a recent interview, Williams 
said that the December poll was 
the first tim(, the DNC bad paid 

for a survey for him. Records rued 
with the Federal Elections Com· 
mission show that Dec. 9, the 
DNC paid $12,500 to Greenberg, 
Quinlan. The expense was listed . 
as -legal consulting fees." 

Although Williams said the poll 
was initiated by his advisers, Rick 
Hess, spokesman for the DNC, 
said the party commissioned the 
poll on its own, paid for it and 
gave it to Williams. Hess de­
scribed it as a standard poll that 
tested various Democratic 
themes and focused on how D.C. 
residents view Williams. 

Hess said the national party 
plans to distribute the poll to oth­
er Democratic mayors. "We want 
to share information on what has 
been tuccessful" il! the 'yV"illiams . 
administration, Hess said. -He is 
an excellent example of a sue· 

, cessful Democratic mayor.W 

But six months after the poll 
was conducted, Hess acknowl­
edged that it bas been given only 
to Williams, who said .he could 
not provide a copy to a reporter 
because it's "a private, confiden­
tial thing." 

Several local· Democrats, in­
cluding sOme elected officials, 
have asked why the DNC would 
pay for a poll for a popular mayor 
who is not up for r~lection until 
2002. 

Leslie Miles: a Ward 2 neigh­
borhood advisory corrunissioner, 
said she was called last winter in a 
poll that focused on Williams as 
mayor. Although Miles is not sure 
it was the DNC's poll, she said 
that she was surprised to hear the 
national party had paid for a poll 
for Williams. 

"Why are we spending Our re­
sources for' a mayor who's only 
one-year into his term and won't 
be up for r~lection for three 
years in an overwhelmingly Dem· 
ocratic city?" she asked.. 

-Nobody ever polls Washing· 
t'1U, D.C., because we're all Dem­
ocrats and all liberal, rMiles con­
tinued. "I sure hope they have 
money to burn when we're trying 
to take back the U,S. House of 
Representatives and it's a matter 
of a handful of seats." . 

Others say that the DNC so 
rarely f 'cuses on local politicians 
that they were surprised to hear 
about the Willian.s poll. . 

"That hils "ever happened that 
I'm aware of," said Jack Evans (0­
W~rd 2), who is up for r~lection 
t~IS. year. ·U they did it for the 
City, .hen I should have access to 
the poll and so should every other 
elected official." 

"If they're doing a poll to test 
Democratic standing, then we 
should all share the benefits of it • 
said council member Kevin P. 
Cha,":ous (D-Ward 7), who also is 
runmng for r~lection. 

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton 
(T":D.C.) said that her name has 
ht....1l included in DNC polls be­
fore and that she doesn't find it 
unusual that party officials would 
do polling for Williams. 

"1 don't think it's inappropriate 

because their job is to get mayors 

elected," Norton said. 


. One of Williams's advisers, me­

dia consultant Tom Lindenfeld 

~so said the DNC often does poll: 

mg for mayoral candidates, citing 

polls done for Democrats in New 

York and Los Angeles. 


But Lindenfeld could not re­
member any cases where polling 
was done for mayors after the 
election. He said he thought the 
DNC had.probably done a survey 
for DetrOit Mayor Dennis Archer 
but an aide to Archer said th~ 
DNC -had not done a poll for him 
in his role as mayor," 

The poll Miles participated in 
aske? about a wide range of D.C. 
~ublic figures, including WtI­
liams, former mayor Marion Bar­
ry. ~d the Rev. Graylan Hagler, a 
ffilruster and community activist. 

"It compared the performance 
of the council to the performance 
of the mayor,' Miles said. "Every 
qu~stion came down to 'Do you 
believe Tony Williams is doing a 
good job on this issue?' ".. 'J 
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By JEFFREY TAyloR 
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

WASHINGTON-Even before the mas­

sacre at Columbine' High School, the, Na- , 

tiona} Rifle Association's reptitation as one', 

of the country's most feared speciaHnter­
est groups had begun to slip. 


Last month, the NRA suffered an em­

barrassiIlg defeat' in a Missouri referen­

dum to let people carry concealed hand­

guns, despite pouring nearly $4 million into 

an aggressive caQ1paign for it. In the past 

two years, the NRA's success in influenc-, 

ing national elections and advancing its 

agenda in state legislatures 'dropped off ' was credited with effective campaignir 
considerably~, ' '" 

The' group also faces a potential : rift , :,~~~~s~i~:tpocrats who had,supported tI 
with gun makers over lawsuits in ,which
cities and counties are seeking reimburse- ,'But in the most recent congression 
ment for colits associated with gun-related election, the group made five- and six-fi 
violence. And next week, the Senate takes ure expenditures in v~rious House al 
up a juvenile justice bill that may become a Senate,races in a mostly futile effort to i 
vehicle for new gun-control measures. nuence the outcome. In the Senate, for e 

'~Even before Colorado, they had lost ample. the NRA Singled out for support R 
. ~Qme clout," says Stephen Teret, director ", publicans Lauch'i'Faircloth >of North· Ca 

of Johns Hopkins University's Center for oUna ($244,000 in expenditures), Jim Bu 
OunPolicyandRes,earch. "The gun manu- ning of Kentucky ($185.000), Alfon: 
faCturershavedecidedthatsomeofthepo- ' D'Amato,of New ,York ($159,000), Ma: 
sitions the NRA takes are,embarrassing, of-gUn coritrol because'of thedainage the Neumann of Wisconsin (S116,OOO) andJoJ 
and it might not be in their best interests to 1994 crime bill inflicted on the Democratic Ensign of Nevada ($86,000). according

,b"e identifieti with the NRA." Party in congression,al elections that No- , 
: 't:I;)' "vember. '. the Center for Responsive Politics. 
:, ~ Strong Rural Influence, ' Senate Minority Leader Tom Daschle of All but Mr. Bunning lost. The electiOl 
'----. The picture is complicated. The' NRA South Dakota, for instance, has tread cau- 'Mr. D'Amato's opponent. Char 

"" ",",,' retains strong in,fluence in rural,areas. es- tiously arourid the gun control issue, warn· Schumer, was an especially bitter pill 
~ pecially in southern and western, states. ing at one point last week that gun co~trol the NRA' because of Mr. Schumer's \( 
;::: Moreover, it still has good friends in Con- 'is not the sole answer to the problem of record of support for gun control. Bef

, • ....,;;. I' gress and many state legislatures. Even school violence. last year's election, Handgun Control II 
~ I some 'gun-control advocates admit the cur- " 'The NRA's flagging inomentum is per- ' an anti-gun group, identified 11 pro·[ 

"rent sentiment against the NRAmay be ,haps clearest in ~ts dealings with state leg- House and Senate candidates for scrub!O simply cyclical; the group has suffered de- islatures, which traditiona:lly have been all but one lost. . ,. . , . 0' feats in the past and re-emerged as strong the group's stronghold. In the two y'ears In last month's Missouri conceal 
',~ '" as ever. following'1994-the,Yellr Republicans took weapon referendum, the NRA pulled OUI 
...... Wayne LaPierre, the NRA's chief exec- control of Cqngress and many state gov- thestops,campaigningfuriouslyandbro 
r 1""\ utive, disputes the impression that the. ernments-the group scored a series of vic- casting a blizzard of ads featuring its 
""" ..J. NRA's influence has waned. He says the reo tories, persuading 10 legislatures, includ- mous preSident, Chariton Heston. "The: 

cent electoral setbacks' are larg~lydue to ing those in Texas and Virginia, 'to allow theoneswhoraisedthestakesandidentiJ 
.'.O theorganization "'getting away" from the people to carry concealed weapons, They' itasahugepriority," says Saul Shorr. a' 
~grass-roots political mobilization it does ~so succeeded in pushingthrough laws in diaconsuitant who worked for the anti-; 

JIIIIW best. While the NRA's 2.8 million members many states pre-empting cities and coun- . forces in Missouri. "They made an el 
. '-00) .may have been .~Isleepy·~ in the 1996 and·' ties from ~nacting gun~control measures. "mous bet and lost." The'lesson of Misso
J-... 1998 elections, Mr. LaPierre predicts they Concealed-Weapon Laws Mr. Sl10rr and other Democrats cont~n('. will be "wide awake" in the 2000 campaign. ' that the NRA is vulnerable in subur' 
,O' . Next week's votes in the Senate ,will be But between 1996 and 1998, efforts .to America, where voters, especially won 

.~ .important tests of the NRA's power. ,Anti-. pass concealed:~eapon laws in nine other'·, are increasingly wary of guns.
: ' O' gun Democrats will try to push through states, including California and Dlinois, .' EspeCially tI:Oubling for gun manu .U ure t close loophole un'de whl'ch failed. The NRA did score a victory in turers l'S the wave of lawsuits filed by ci: ", meas s 0 a r, Was,hington s,tate, in November 1997 when some buyers at gun shows C!ln avoid back-	 and counties. The NRA has tried to com' 

" . ,',<; ~ .: gro'lund checks. ,prevent ,juveniles con- voterS defeated a proposal to se~ up a Ii.. the suits by' epcouraging state legislatl
'~ eensing system for handguns. Mr. Ricker 

.. ~ ': :~~a~d~:~t f::s ~e~o~u:~ ~~~~~~::,s~~igrr~~ftfv!~r~!~ot~e~~~~ ~ii~s~~~~I~S~~~hi~!t~Bss~;~s~~;:'~'"-t" 	 . locks.to prevent unauthorized use.' 'suade voters'to approve a liberalization of gia,' South Dakota, Arkansas 
:,' Possible Legislation' , ,." , " '., gun,laws. Wyoming. but is having more troublQ:; Florida and other states and here in W 

~ Even many of the industry's frienas in' . In'the aftermath of the Colorado shoot- , ington as well. 
~ . : Congress are warning that some form ofing~som~states,includingNewJe~eyand Mr. LaPierre of the NRA predicts 

: ~ control m~y be ~pproved, says Robert california, have begun to move legIslation lawsuits will draw his group and the 
:,Ricker, executlve dlr~t~r of a gun-indl!S' .lJ:!Ifa.vorable to the NRA. ~olorado pulled a ~ i ,industry together in unprecedented " 

.. :try_~up.~the~A1!l~I:tca~LS.hooting~PQ~,:...J)'!!~,~~ ~.!<?wl!t~ ~al!p!lg .of ,c()nce~led J darity::"but Mr.,Ricker,_repr,esentinF 
, : Council. As ~~ of its effort t~ head off ~- .. w~a(>ons, al~nougfi Mr, EaPlerre predIcts \ ' gUn makers, isn~t so sure. 
, • wanted restnctions, the NRA IS push1:pg: Its, this setback IS te,mporary., . "The NRA is a civil-rights organiza 
. own package of chang~s" emphas~Zlng. ~e NRA ~env~s:much of its clout !rom and they're going to assess the issue 
, moreaggressive.prosecutlO~ofguncnmes. fear. fear of lts.willmgness to make ~de- , that basis," Mr. Ricker says,"We if 
: ~nd federalfunding for an~tiOnal system to . . pendent expenditur~s both for and ~gamst \ sent businesses and companies and v 

'". • mstantly check gun buyers back~unds. .' candidates, a~d thereb:y tum electIOns. In ' going to assess the issues on that basis 
: Some·veteran Democrats rem~ wary,the 1994 elections, fonnstance, the NRA ' 

, " 
"',. 
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ECONOMY 

Fed Chief Warns of Inflationary Pressures. 
. ' .' 	 . 

scribed as a "self-reinforcing ... process , ment and low inflation. Even if productiv· 
of price containment" that has kept the in' ity growth ,stabilizes at current levels. he

Greenspan Speech Is Viewed flation rate low. ',said, inflationary pressures could emerge 
He also cautioned. as he has before. as .bUSinesses raise' prices to maintainBy Bond Market as Hint' 	that "there are imbalances in our expan­ profit margins. 

sion, that unless redressed. will bring this •'Our ability to forecast when a dimin- ,Rate~ May Increase Soon long run of strong growth and low inflation ' ishing pool of potential workers begins to 
to a close." Notably absent from the ad­ raise costs or when prpductivity trends 
dress was any strong warning about the change is limited," Mr. Greenspan ac·By DAVID WESSEL "downside" risks to the economy. "Things knowledged. "We do know ... that if, andAnd GREGORY ZUCKERMAN seem to be stabilizing." he said in response 'when, either materializes, inflation pres­sraif Reporters of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

WASHINGTON - Federal Reserve to a question about the global financial cri­ sures are likely to again surface." 
Chainnan Alan Greenspan warned that "in' sis, though he quickly added, "The' outlook Essentially, the Fed confronts a domes­

· flationary pressures could re-emerge, possi­ has to be perceived of as fragile." tic economy that is growing more rapidly , 
: bly faster than some currently perceive~' if 

technology·driven productivity gains slow 

or employers continue to hire so readily. 


The bond market. igltored the "if" and 
 'A t some point'Mr. Greenspan said,
concluded that the Fed chief was warning 

, . that he is moving closer to raising interest clabor market conditions can become 
rates.' , 


The benchmark 3O-year Treasury bond 
 so tight that the rise in nominal wages 
fell 12/32 pOints, or $10.625 for each $1.000 

face amount. sending its yield, which 
 unll start increasingly outpacing the 
moves in the opposite direction of its price, 

to 5.783% from 5.703% late Wednesday. ' 
 gains in labor productivity, and prices 
Stocks also ended the day generally lower. 

(See article on page C1.), 
 inevitablyunll begin to accelerate; , 

Wall Street Fed watchers don't antici­
Alan Greenspanpate a Fed interest-rate increase when offi· 

cials convene on May 18. Still, some are 
speculating that the Fed may end that One "imbalance," 'he said. is that the than the ceri'tral bank expected and a global 

: meeting with a public statement suggest· U.S is on the verge of running out of work- economy that is less fragile than it was six 

ing it is leaning toward higher rates. Mar· ers. About 10 million people, or 5.75% of the . months ago. That bolsters the arguments of 


, ket sentiment could shift if today's report work force, are offiCially counted as unem· Fed Officials who want to reverse some or 

on employment in April is surprisingly ployed or willing to work but not actively' last fall's rate cuts totaling three-quarters 


, strong.or weak. seeking a job. The measure, one of Mr. of a percentage point. But wages and prices 

, "The speech itself was fairly balanced, Greenspan's favorites. hasn't been this are rising much more slowly than ex· 


.' but the market was already struggling.', low in the 29 years that the government has pected. bolstering the view of those Fed of· 

: and he referred to glooal growth and how been traCking ii. ficials who see no urgency to raise rates. 

: productirity improvements may not con· "At some point," he explained, "labor· Bond-market investors have been wor· 


" tinue. and that was enough to put the market conditions can become so tight that rying for months that tight labor markets 
: [Treasury] market over the edge." said ,the rise in nominal wages will start in- will soon lead to higher inflation. Those 
, Bill Kirby, c,o-head of government trading creasingly outpacing the gains in labor worries have helped send the yield on the 
, at Prudential Securities in New York. productivity. and prices inevitably will be· ,long bond climbing from 5.08% since Feb· 

Mr. Greenspan's speech. to a Chicago ginto accelerate." . ruary.Mr. Greenspan's comments con­
, Federal Reserve Bank conference, was', Similarly, he emphasized that the re- ,finned traders' fears. 

· .filled· with optimistic pronouncements 'cent strong growth in productivity, or out- "The market's impression is that the 

, about the long-lasting effects of technology put per hour of work, has been critical to 'Fed is USing the bully pulpit to send ames­
· on productivity growth and on what he de-' the welcome coincidence of low unemploy- sage that it's concerned about an overheat­

~. .. . 	 ing economy," said Rob McCool, senior 
trader at First Chicago Capital Markets 
'lnc. in Chicago. 

HigheT' bond yields could add to pres­
sure on.the Fed to raise the short-tenn rates 

" ' 
it controls, but they also could slow the 

, economy in time to avoid the outbreak of in­
. 	 flation that Mr. Greenspan fears. ','if Asia 

continues to corne haCk, and energy prices 
move'higher. the market will do its work for .. 
Greimspan,by sending rates highe~:' said 
Jeff Welter, who manages about $100 billion 

, in fixed-income assets at American Ex· 
press Financial Advisors in MinneapOlis. 

" Mr. 'Greenspan didn't say explicitly 
, what he thinks about the current level of .. 
· the stock market. but he referred to "a 

" spectacular rise in" equity prices, that to 
• many has reached well beyond the justifi· 
· able," . · WSJ Journal .Unk: For a video report 
, IrII'J1Jr. and text of Alan Greenspan's remarks 

on economic expansion, see The Wall Street Jour· 
nallnteractive Edition at I\ttp://waj.com 
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NRA, gun-control·groups agree 

onmarkiIigcountryoforigin 

'Ibm Mason, an Oregon lawyer tain records of the.movement ofBv Betsy Pisik . who represents the NRA at inter- each weapon, and arms trackingTHE WASHINGTON TIMES 
nationalineetings,has joined ... holds governments to higher 

NEW YORK - The NationalRi - scores of other nongovernmental 'levels of accountability." -..... 
fle Association and intemationalorganizations in 'monitoring the . An estimated 200,000 people die ' 
gun-control advocates appear to. proceedings. . from .firearms.every year,:.Mr. 
have found common ground on the "I'm here to see and be seen" Rncard said ..He said most of those 
importance of- indelibly marking Mr. .Mason' said yesterday after-' . deaths occur in developing nationS : 
firearms so that .their country of noon. 'He said he works the hall- but almost all the weapons are' 

· origin can be trace'd.. ' ..'. ways and listens to delegates'manufactured by the five penna-' 
. The need for a system of univer- speeches "to demonstrate to them. nent members of the UN. Security' , 

sal markings has come up repeat- that we're here 'to work with them, Council. '. , . 
edly in the opening days of a con- '. and that we fully intend to partici-"China, France, Russia, the U.'K:.~ 
ference aimed at controlling the pate." . and the U.S.... account for 85per~ 
traffic in small arms,generallyde- Lee Feinstein, the U.S. delegate . cent of the. global arms trade:'· 
fined as any weapon that can be. 'to the conference, endorsed the scolded Mr. Rocard. "Govern­

· carried by a single person.. idea of indelible markings in a ments fail in their responsibility to . 
Dozens of interested countries speech yesterday. .' control the end use of small arms. 

are participating in the one-week '!As a supplier nation, we recog- '. "These merchants of death:' as . 
meeting at the United Nations nize our special responsibility to' he called' the traffickers of illicit 
aimed at preparing the ground for maintain the highest standards of firearms, "should be apprehended 
an international protocol to curb restraint and .to keep our own and prosecuted to the fullest eXtent . 
the flood of illicit firearms into the house in order," he said. A marking of the law." . . ....... . 
world's battle zones. .system would allow governments Most of the delegates readilyac-< 

The delegates hope this week to "to better monitor the activities of' . knowledge that most of the illicit· 
select a location and dates for the' arms brokers, without impeding weapons in circulation were law:" 
final convention, likely to take their legitimate activities.". ..' fully manufactured and sold';~~" 
place in June 2001. .. Firearm marking lies at the core fore winding up in the wron§

.spokesmen for the NRA and of a plan proposed by former' hands . -',.,10 
other sport-shooting groups say French Premier Michel Rocard to. .Mr.'Mason has been stress~gto~
they agree with at least one idea. create a global Small Arms Control' delegates that firearms mantifac­
promoted by the delegates - the Regime,or.SACR. .' '. turers must be involved in devel" , 
need to mark all firearms with the "Improved' simple· and cost_oping 'any requirements for ~e , 
name and place of manufacture as effective arms marking· tech- .' marking and manufacture .. Qf : 
well as a serial number so that they niques can. dc:icumen1 the year and weapons.. . . '. 

· can be 'more easily traced. place of manufacture as well as He said he was also remindIDg . 
,The idea has been embraced, in current ownership," said' Mr... ' delegates not to focus so naITOwly 

some fonn, by 'most gun-making Rocard, w~o heads a panel of ' ..on illicit weapons that they tram-' . 
nations, altil0ugh:China and a few' "eminent persons" studying the pie on the rights of an estimated 80 :.' 
others want exemptions for mili- question. million licensed hunters and$oot!;:' 
tary and police weapons. '~Enabling the register to main~ ers worldwide. . 

·1fJt 19~fJinRt!mm-~_ 
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Letters 

. " 

Article a pretty picture ofgallery director 
I am honored to have been the 

subject of your tribute in the Arts 
and Entertainment section ("The 
face of change:' Feb. 26), and I am 
delighted that your writer so accu­
rately caught the sense of what I 
have attempted during my 18 years . 
at the Smithsonian Institution's 
National Portrait Gallery. 

However, she gives me too much 
itidividualcredit for some of the 
achievements of my term as direc­
tor. I could not possible have done 
everything myself. Most ofthe great 
acquisitions we have made and exhi­

, bitions we have mounted during my 
tenure are the work of our talented 
curators and historians and our 
.Exhibitions Office; I conceived the 
fonn of our simple and innovative 
Calendar of Events, but the execu- "" 
tion was entirely the work of our 

" brilliant Department ofDesign and 
Production. " 

My role most often has been to 
give guidance, encouragement and 
direction to the exceptional group of 
professionals who constitute the 

gallery staff." They have been a 
major force in making the National 
Portrait Gallery the vibrant and fas­
cinating place it has become, and I 
wanted the readers ofyour article to 
know how much is owed to these 
remarkable" people. They will" 
always have my gratitude and admi­
ration. 

ALAN FERN 
Director 
National Ponrait Gallery 
Washington 

• 

Thank you for your excellent 

, article about the outstanding role 
the National Portrait Gallery's out- " 
going director, Alan Fern, had on 

as giving outreach slide talks in 
schools and to other organizations. 
Mr. Fern's leadership in ensuring 
the collection and special exhibits, 
the latter dedicated to both individ­
uals and eras and facets of our 
national history, Were of the best 
quality gave us all the positive 
opportunity to both entertain and 
educate visitors to the National Por­
trait Gallery. He will be sorely 
missed. 

It is unfortunate that as a farewell 
gift the Smithsonian Institution has 
chosen to denigrate the fine institu­
tion he has built by not only reduc­
ing the museum's share of the space " 
in the old Patent Office Building, but 
also by inexplicably making the 
assigned exhibition space noncon­
tiguous. It is hoped the Board of 

making the Smithsonian Institution , Regents and public interest will 
museum the premier museum of its generate a careful review of the 
kind.· rational ofthis decision and see that 

As a volunteer docent of11 years, it is fuUy justified. . . ,,:'" 
I have had the pleasure of conduct­
ing tours of both its perrilanent col­ EUGENE J. BUEHLER 
lection and special exhibits, as well Washington 

Readerjudgesjudicial ~tmus tests 
It was wrong for some conserva- ' Giuliani correctly rejects the lit­ ing the opportunity to correct Mrs. 

tives to use a litmus test to exclude 'mus test. Now comes a report that Clinton's mistake, is compounding 
prospective judges who held pro­ .an employee of the Democratic . her erroneol1's litmus teSt by dis­
choice views. That approach ,polling, firm, Global Strategy' torting and ,attacking ,Mr., Giu­
infringes upon judicial indepen~ Group, told a resident of Westch- liani's principled stand for judi­
dence. Similarly. it is wrong to use "ester County, N.Y., "If elected, cial independence. 
a litmus test to exclude people from Rudy Giuliani said he would vote ,The principle involved is more 
judicial consideration just because for Supreme Court judges who are important than a single issue. I'm 
they are pro-life. The whole record against abortion." And Howard pro-choice (but have doubts about 
ofjudicial nominees should be con- . Wolfson, Mrs. Clinton's communi­ "partial~birth abortion) and a life­
sidered. As a Yale Law School grad­ cations director said: "Giuliani has long registered Democrat (but I 
uate and prominent attorney, first said that he might vote for an anti­ 'vote according to the merit of a 
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton should Roe [vs. Wade] Supreme Court particular candidate). 
know that, but she said she would nominee" ("RFK ,campaign chief 
employ such a litmus test. slams Hillary," Feb. 23). So the NATHAN DODELL 

New York Mayor Rudolph W; Clinton campaign, instead of tak- . Rockville 

. , " 

The Concord Coalition clarifies 'odd characterizations' about group '., ' 
I'm Wl'iting in response to Don- Founded in 1992 by former Sen. .The organization advocates the 

aId Lambro's odd characterization Warren Rudman, New Hampshire' need for fiscal discipline, balanced 
of the Concord Coalition in tWo . Republican, and Paul Tsongas, . budgets, real Social Security and 
recent articles, "Party stays in. Massachusetts Democrat, the orga- Medicare reform and paying down 
hands of conservatives" (News, nization is nowco-chaired by Mr. thenationaldebtAsaleadingadvo­
Analysis, Feb'. 20) and "A strange' Rudman and former Sen. Sam cate of fiscal vigilance, the Concord' 
and angry campaign" (Commen- Nunn. with former Secretary of Coalition concerns itself only with 
tary, Feb. 24). . Commerce Peter Peterson serving .budgetary. and economic issues. 

Mr. Lambro seems to imply that ,as president The organization certainly does not 
we are part of the "anti-establish- Mr. Lambro' also characterizes take a stand on such matters as 

. ment wing" of~ Reirublicari Party. the organization as "hostile to pro- . abortion and campaign finance 
For the record,'tlle'Concord Coali- life issues" and a.supporter of reform." '." . 
tionis not a "wing", of either politi- . "stringent neW government l"egula­
cal party.' We are ,a nonpartisan tions on C8mp;lign contributions and ROBERT L. BIXBY 
organization that does not endorse, issue-advocaCy ads."Again, for the ExeCutive'director 
.support· or oppose candidates for record, the Concord Coalition does The Concord Coalition 

m public office or political parties.' not take positions on such issues. Washington' . 
t:'J, 

" , 

,Father ofour country deserves his own holiday 
, "" ' ••• ", .••. , ''''',r·o "\".':'!.., _ "" " ".' . ' 

Feb. 22'ilseQ'to':belsPecihl':)Iew'~:';: Feb. 22 used to be a special day on George Washington's birthday 
a :national holiday that called for when we coriunemorated the life of did I hear Washington's name men­
celelirations all over the United .GeOrge Washington. He deserved tioned on radio or television. I 
States; especially in the city of all the honor we could give.him missed seeing it in the press. Do . 
Washington. Flags would fly, bands, because he was, as much as anyone schoolchildren know who he isH.m, ' would play. politicians,would.orate. 'man could be, the father of his urge.that we dump Presidents Day 
newspapers would cover all the . country. He put together an army . and bring back Washington's Birth­
special events, and schools would of men from 13 Colonies that had day as a national holiday. Presi­
hold commemorative exercises. different ideas about their. destiny; dents Day is an empty name. Are 
Does anyone remember why we he ,defeated a superior British we honoring President Clinton on 
did it? This year Feb. 22 was a army; and he served as president that day? Do we include Presidents ' 
workday,and the preceding day for eight tumultuous years. Without Nixon and Fillmore? Let's get back 
was Presidents Day, whatever that him the United States as we know to the basics and celebrate Wash· 
means. When I was a Boy Scout, it might not have been born. Ifever ington's birthday. with the honor 
our troop made a trip to Mount there was an American who that is due him. 
Vernon on Feb. 22, 1933, where deserveda holiday of his own, it isFa: .- ...-". ,ru . our bugler played taps at George .George Washington. WILLIAM C. BANNING 


",' 
. 'Washington's tomb. . Neither on Presidents Day nor Silver Spring . 


"i:' 




Desperate Rhetoric From the N.R.A. 

Americans have become used to hearing nutty 

talk from leaders of the National Rifle Association. 
But Sunday's outrageous assertion by the group's 
executive vice president, Wayne LaPierre, that' 
President Clinton is "willing to accept" a certain 
level of killing to further his political agenda" 
deserves special condemnation. 

" Mr. LaPierre made his sick suggestion that the 
president relishes having gun tragedies to exploit in 

" an interview on ABC's "This Week." He was there 
to push the N.R.A.'s demonstrably false line that the 
nation already has enough gun laws on the books if 
only the administration would enforce .them. 
Thanks largely to the N.R.A.'s lobbying, those laws 
do not adequately address issues of supply, distribu­
tion, design or child access. " 

In a new advertising campaign the N.R.A.'s 
president, Charlton Heston, accuses Mr. Clinton of 
engaging in lying and scare tactics to win support 
for gun control measures bottled up in Congress. 
But for dishonesty, it is hard to beat the N.R.A.'s 
own whopper in trying to portray the group as a 
friend of the reasonable gun safety measures it has 
been fighting to defeat or water down. 

'The sparring came just days after Mr. Clinton'S 

meeting with key Congressional leaders at the 
White "House failed to produce progress in freeing a 
modest gun control package from the House-Senate 
conference committee where it has been stalled for 
months. The sticking point remains the strong" gun­
show provision that cleared the Senate last May 
over the N.R.A.'s vehement opposition. This provi­
sion would" extend to gun-show sales the same 
background check requirement that now applies to 
guns purchased from1icensed dealers. 

Two Democratic senators, Charles Schumer of 
New York and Richard Durbin of Illinois, are plan­
ning to step up the pressure by attaching gun 
control amendments to other legislation coming to 
the floor. This will force recorded votes on matters 
with broad public support. like mandatory trigger 
locks and background checks of buyers at gun 
shows, flea markets and Internet sales. " 

Only two weeks ago a 6-year-old killed a class­
mate with a handgun, one of many reasons gun 
"regulation promises to be an issue in the long 
political campaign ahead. The chief obstacle to 
saner gun control remains the obstructionism of the 
N.R.A., whose extremist view:; and rhetoric should 
offend Americans fed up with all the gunfire. 

New Vaccines for the Poor 

"Buried in President clinton's new budget is a 

cleverly designed proposal to encourage pharma­
ceutical companies to invent new vaccines for poor 
countries. The proposal would address a severe 
problem. Malaria, tuberculosis and AIDS kill more 
than five million people each year. Yet effective 
vaccines do not exist, in part because most of the 
victims live in poverty and cannot afford drugs. 

The administration's task was to find some loVay 
to encourage drug compaiiies" to invest huge 
amounts of money in long-term 'research to produce 
products that few of their intended customers could 
afford. The answer was a targeted tax credit. 

Under the plan, drug companies would be given 
a credit against their taxes of one dollar for each"" 
dollar of sales of new vaccines they make to govern­

ment or nonprofit agencies in t.he world's poorest 
countries - iil effect doubling· the companies' mon­
ey on each sale. That could create suffiCient incen­
"tive for an expensive research program. 

"The administration proposes to spend $1 billion 
over nine years on the tax credit - about the same 
that Unicef spends each year on its vaccination 
programs. One reason to believe the credit will 
work is the successful.record·of a similar tax credit 
for low-income housing that has successfully chan­
neled corporate money" to community groups in 
some of America's worst slums. The drug credit 
would be limited to new vaccines for malaria and 
any other infectious disease that kills more than a 
million people each year. With any luck, the benefits 

: -for mankind could" be spectacular. 

'. ..' 
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The Pope's Apology 

Over the course of his 21-year papacy, John 

Paul II has attacked the inhumanity of Communism 
and, more recently, the costs of unbridled capital­
ism. Now, in the twilight of his career, he has 
delivered a solemn apology for the errors of the 
Roman Catholic Church over the last 2,000 years. 
The pope's act of repentance, delivered as part of 
the liturgy of Sunday Mass in St. Peter's Basilica, 
was a courageous and historic declaration that 
many of his own cardipals and bishops opposed. 

In calling for. a church-wide "purification. of' 
memory," John Paul acknowledged the mistakes 
and cruelty imbedded in church.history, including 
the Inquisition, the forced conversions of native 
peoples in Africa and Latin America, and supportof 
the Crusades, whose victims included Jews, Mus­
lims and members of the Eastern Orthodox church. 

John Paul's statement not only reaches back 
across the centuries to redress the wrongs' of the 
church, but also looks ahead by clearing the air for 

,his successors. As long as it was burdened by its 
failure to reckon with past misdeeds committed in 
the name of Catholicism, the church could not fully 
heal its relations with other faiths. John Paul has 
now made it easier to do that. . 

. Some of the things he did not say bear note. The 
apology 'was expressed in broad terms. It was 

.. offered on behalf of the church's "sons and daugh­
ters," but not the church itself, which is conSidered 
holy. Nor did John PaUl directly address the sensi­

. . 

~ive issue of· whether past popes, cardinals and 
clergy - not just parishioners - also erred. The 
pope's apology for discrimination against women is . 
welcome but difficult to square with his continued 
opposition to abortion and birth control, and to 
women in the priesthood. Regrettably, he made no 
mention of discrimiriation against homosexuals. 

Another Widely noted omission was the lack of a 
specific reference to the Holocaust. Rabbi Marvin 
Hier, dean of the Simon Wiesenthal Center, ex­
pressed regret at that omission but called the pope's 
sweeping reference to mistreatment of Jews by 
Catholics a "bold and important step forward." It 
comes two years after the Vatican's "call to peni­
tence"'on: behalf of Catholics who remained silent in 

.. the face·of·the Holocaust. That earlier statement 
was a moving denunciation of anti-Semitism and the 
Holocaust; but it fell short of candidly acknowledg­
ing the failure of Pope Pius XII to speak out against 
the Nazi genocide. John Paul's visit to Israel next 
week will provide a striking opportunity for him to 
.addres~the suffering or Jews in the Holocaust and 
the Vatican's role in the war years. 

Bent by age and illness, John Paul is no longer 
the t::nergetic leader who did much to speed the 
demise of Communism in Eastern Europe. But as 
he demonstrated on Sunday, he still has the strength 
of heart and mind to confront the historical dev!­
ations of the' Catholic Church and to prepare it for 
the changes that w!H come in its.third millennium. 

. 

Campaign Finance Battles 

The general election campaign has gotten off to 

an unusually fast start:and it has done so under a 
cloud of suspicion created by Attorney General 
Janet Reno's incompetent and politically biased 
response to the campaign finance abuses of the 1996 
campaign. The prospective' Republican nominee, 
Gov. George W. Bush, has every right to take 
advantage of news reports that Ms.. Reno' protected 
Vice PreSident Al Gore from the searching inquiry 
recommended by senior Justice Department offi­
cials. That'said, Mr. Bush's fully justified criticism. 
of Clinton-Gore. fund-raising in 1996 should not di­
vert attention from the fact that in the 2000' cam­
'paign debate Mr..Gore is 'rightabout how to fix the 
campaign finance laws, and Mr. Bush is wrong.' 

Mr. Gote has leal1'!ed .the hard way about the 
need for ·reform. He let himself be used by PreSident 

.' Meanwhile; voters should inSist that Mr. Bush 
match the commitments being made by Mr. Gore­
- as well as Bill Bradley and John McCain - to fix 
the existing law. The vice president wants to outlaw 
unlimited soft money contributions to the panies by 
corporations, unions and wealthy individuals and to 
move toward full public' finanCing. Mr. Bush op­
poses,public financing and has even chosen not to 
accept the spending limits set under current law as 
a requirement for getting federal funds. Mr. Bush 
would also exclude wealthy individuals from the 
ban on soft money contributions, a step that would: 
keep the special interest money flowing. 

There was a clear tactical imperative to Mr. 
Gore's admitting to his. 1996 fund-raising "mis­
.takes.~' But that does 'not detract from the impor­
tance of hi~ pledge to . make campaign finance 

. Clinton to rilise huge amounts of soft money. He will '. reform a major theme of his campaign. His promise 
be haunted the rest of his career by his.appearance means that even with Mr. Bradley and Mr. McCain 
at the Buddhist ,temple and' by his assertion that . out of the race, the nation's' election laws will 

. there was "no controlling . legal authority" to pre-.. remain at the top of the issues agenda for 2000. Mr . 
. vent fund-raising telephone calls from .,the White Gore needs to improve his proposals by suggesting 

House. Since the independent counsel law has, . new enforcement powers for the Federal Election 
lapsed, any lingering ,questions about the 1996 cam- . 
paign should be resolved by the Justice Depart­
~~nt's campaign finance task force under new 
leadership chosen from' the department's profes­
sional ranks. If Mr. Gore has legal liabilities there,' 
he will have .to address them. 

Commission, which would help prevent future attor­
neys gp.neral from blocking investigations of their 
own party. Mr. Bush, for his part, needs to couple his 
criticism of Mr. Gore with' proposals that would 
really improve campaign finance laws instead of 
perpetuating loopholes for the wealthy. . 

'ebr~t\tJUork e\mt5 
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. Republican laWmakers and congressional aides 
acknowledged that one benefit of forcing a vote on the bill is to 
energize loyal conservative voters before the November election. 
And. they said, there could be political value for them in.getting 
Democrats who support abortion rights on record as opposing a ban 
on an admittedly gruesome procedure. , '. 

Rep. Barney Frank, D-Mass .• said he suspects GOP 
leaders will call for the override votes this fall, when the general­
election campaign for president and Congress is in full swing. 

. Opponents claimed that if GOP )~aders were serious 
about stopping the procedure, they would not have blocked a 
bipartisan alternative to ban all late-term abortions unless done to 
save the mother's life or protect her health. . 

Sponsors James Greenwood, R-Pa., and Steny Hoyer, D­
Md., .said their ban would apply to all abortions. regardless of 
technique, on fetuses that have reached viability. 

"This is to make apolitical point, and nothing else,'" 
Hoyer said.' 

Nonetheless. the debate was impassioned, as it has been 
in the past. Said Judiciary Committee chairman Henry Hyde, R-Dl., 
one of the most influential anti-abortion lawmakers, "We treat the 
unborn as desensitized and dehumanized things to be discarded 
with all the other junk .... So long as we don' draw lines in the 
sand. we become accomplices in the slaughter.'" 

Of the 287 lawmakers who voted for the ban. 209 are 
RepUblicans, 77 are Democrats and one is an independent. Voting 
•'no" were 8 Republicans, 132 Democrats and one independent 

The U.S. Supreme Court may well have more impact on 
abortion procedures than Congress in the coming weeks. The high 
court has announced that on April 25. il will hear a challenge to 
Nebraska's ban in an attempt to resolve confusion in the lower 
courts. 

NRA, LaPierre doing bunters no service 

By Eric Sbarp 

Knight Ridder Newspapers 


DETROIT The National Rifle Association once again is 
gambling our right to own hunting guns on a far-oul campaign to 
maximize firearms sales and ensure the lunatic fringe can own guns 
thaI few hunlers wanl or need. 

. In its reckless efforts to prevent the passage of laws that 
make sense to most hunters I talk to, the NRA is like someone 
trying to build adam in the middle of a fast-flowing river during a 
torrential rain. . 

It might stem the flow temporarily. but the force behind 
the dam just gets bigger. When it finally bursts. the flood of anti­
gun legislation will be far worse than reasonable rules that could be 
negotiated now. 

Most Americans me among them are sick of stories 
about some wacko using a firearm for a mass slaughter, or some 
unbalanced juvenile or uncomprehending child using a family gun 
to settle some score. Yet every time it happens, the NRA responds 
with obscene shrieks about how the killings could have been 
prevented if some of the victims had been armed. 

I don' want to live in a place that is so dangerous I have 
to carry a gun to protect my family and myself. The solutions to our 
nalional epidemic of violence are myti~llnd comple~,but I don' 
believe they include creating millions of two-bit Rambos. 

And 20 years as an outdoor writer have given me enough 
experience with the marksmanship of the average gun owner to 
make the hair on my neck stand up at thethoughl of giving 

. unlimited numbers of bad shots the potential to engage in firefights. 
We'd see four innocent bystanders killed for every bad guy 
(probably about the same ratio as those goofy police car chases 
through crowded streets). . . . 

I was furious when NRA"ice president Wayne LaPierre 
said President Bill Clinton needed gun deaths to gel votes. Clinton 
is far from my favorite politician. His lying and fund-raising 
practices are reprehensible. But it is just as reprehensible for 
LaPierre to make such divisive, unfounded charges. and there's a 
good chance they wiJI rebound against gun owners. 

If anyone is guilty of exploiting this nation's epidemic of 
gun violence. it's LaPierre and others at the NRA who use fear of 
crime and lost constitutional rights to panic people into supponing 
archaic laws thaI must bear some responsibility for firearms deaths. 

The threat from that stupid intransigence might be 
presaged by a recent Supreme Coun ruling that gave Maryland the 

right to regulate guns under consumer-safety laws. Other states, 
including Michigan, could follow suit. I suspect the next multiple 
murder. in a school or workplace will prod politicians to use those 
consumer laws to impose the harshest rules possible to satisfy an 
angry electorate. 

. While it might be as much a political argument as a 
medical one. the American Academy of Pediatrics has come out for 
a total ban on handguns and semiautomatic rifles. It's an extreme 
view. but the AAPcited statistics such as the 4,223 young people 
(under the age of 20) who died of gunshot wounds in 1997. 

Those kinds of statistics raise the hackles of the vast 
number of Americans who don' own'guns. And yet the NRA 
continues to oppose even modest proposals that would not seriously 
affect most hunters. such as handgun trigger locks, registration and 
education for new gun buyers. 

I have always held there is no reason to stop gun 
ownership by the law-abiding and the qualified. Obviously. we . 
should point to statistical evidence that shows gun-crime rates are 
low in places such as Vermont. which have the most liberal 
ownership laws. Yet it's also clear that in places where gun-crime 
rates are high and laws are restrictive. gun availability is still pan of 
the problem. and no one can deny that innocuous changes like 
mandatory locks on handguns would reduce the death toll. 

If nothing else, it would help prove the argument.thal the 
core of the problem isn' guns but some people who get their hand:. 
on them. and politicians who use the gun issue to avoid 
responsibility for the underlying social problems that cause gun 
crime. 

I own a lot of guns. Even if I wasn' a hunter, I probably 
still would have a gun. Good fIrearms are fine pieces of machinery. 
and I enjoy taking them to a target range to see if I can get the 
precise results out of ~em that brilliant designers and superb 
craftsmen built in. But my enjoyment of guns doesn' blind me to 
the fact that they can be lethal in the hands of the incompetent, 
careless, criminal or deranged. 

. I don' believe gun ownership should be available to 
everyone. or that we have an unlimited right to own any kind of 
fIrearm, notwithstanding the beliefs of Second Amendment zealots 
who willfullyrnisinterpret the intent of the Constitution (read that. 
part about "a well-regulated militia ... j, and don' waste your time 
on angry calls or e-mails to me. 

I see no reason for a civilian to own a submachine gun. 
and I think anyone who buys a gun for the first time should undergo 
at least the same rudimentary training and testing required to get a 
driver's license. I don' understand why people who sell guns at gun 
shows or through newspaper ads should be exempt from the 
regulations imposed on retail gun stores. nor can I see a reason to 
oppose requiring trigger safety locks. at least with handgun sales, 

We need to recognize that America has changed 
drastically in one generation. This no longer is the America where 
mOst of us had rural connections. if not roots. Nearly every family 
had its hunters. and most homes had a gun or two. The country has 
become far more urban. And women, who tend to be the most 
opposed to gun ownership. are far more independent than their 
mothers arid grandmothers, who tended to take their cues on such 
issues from men. 

We've also seen a change in the NRA. from an 
organization that largely represented hunters to one that preaches 
the gospel of the Second Amendment as if il were a commandment. 

Many hunters have told me they dislike the NRA's 

strident. confrontational stance. but hesitate to incur the wrath of 

the zealots. The NRA counts on this to stifle internal dissent. and 

anyone who fails to exhibit a knee-jerk reaction against any 


. proposed gun legislation is attacked as a communist or opponent of 
the Constitution. 

But it's time that we stood up, at least those who don' 
appreciate people like LaPierre claiming to represent us. And I hope 
other outdoor writers will get on board. because I know some of 

. them feel the same. . . . 
When you get down to basics. I don' see my right to gun 

ownership threatened nearly as much by mainstream Americans as I 
do by the lunacy of the NRA. . 

Both candidates need more work on women's votes, Emily's 

List finds 

By Jodi Enda 

Knight Rid"er Newspapers 




Judge sets expedited penalties hearing; Gates lobbies Congress 
By FrankJames 
Chicago Tribune 

W ASlDNGTON As a judge sought to speed the penalty 
phase of the landmark antitrust case against Microsoft Corp., 
chairman Bill Gates visited Congress and the White House on 
Wednesday, lobbying lawmakers but also saying he opposes the 
judge's further plan to hasten the appeals process in the case. 

Gates sought to portray his company as unbowed by the 
finding that it has acted an illegal monopoly. He lobbied. as he 
nonnaJly WOUld. on issues important to his industry: approval of 
nonnaJized trade relations with China on a pennanent basis and an 
increase in immigration visas for foreign software engineers 
wishi~g to enter the United States .. 

Gates also met privately with Sen. John McCain, R-Az., 
chairman of the powerful Commerce Committee, and discussed the 
possibil~ty of hearings related to the impact of Jackson's ruling in 
the giant dispute between Microsoft and the government. 

Both that meeting and the timing of Gates' visit to 
Washington raised some eyebrows. 

Roben Bork, the former federal appellate judge whose 

nomination to the Supreme Coun was defeated in a famous Senate 

controversy. took a dim vie~ of Gates's visit to Capitol Hill. ". 

think he's trying to win the case in the political arena and the arena 

of pUDlic relations, rather than in the legal arena where his chances 

are quite slimmer thanthey are anywhere else." Bork said. 


Asked what effect he thought Gate's campaign might 

have. he said: ". don' think it will have any effect on Judge 

(Thomas Penfield) Jackson nor do • think it will have any effect on 

the appeals coun. l hope itdoesn' have any effect on the Congress . 


•'Congress tends to react in kind of a blunt political . 
way." added Bork. who has been a paid consultant for some of 
Microsoft's adversaries in the case. "I hope that doesn' happen in . 
this case because I would hate to see the law bent by politics here as 
it has in other areas." 

Througho.ut the case. Jackson has sought to condense 
what would typically be a protracted schedule for a major antitrUst· 
case. Thus. his move to speed the next phase. in which he will 
decide on remedies t9 Microsoft's Violations. represents nothing 
unusual in his oversight of the matter. 

But. as pan,of that same thrust. he has told the lawyers 
for both sides, he would like for the panies to agree to an expedited 
appeals process. to avoid disrupting the economy and wasting time. 

Gates. who also attended a White House summit on the 

economy. made clear during a meeiing with Republican senators 

that Microsoft is opposed to Jackson's plan to hasten the appeals 

process. which could easily last two or three years. assuming the 

U.S. Supreme Coun would take the case after it was handled by a 

federal appeals panel. . 


After the meeting with Gates. Sen. Slade Gonon. a 
Republican who represents Microsoft's home state of Washington. 
indicated that Microsoft would likely veto any such move. 

.. ...It is safe to say that Microsofl would prefer that it go 
through the regular process. ft Gonon said. "Microsoft has never 

. lost in the Di~trict of Columbia Circuit Coun of Appeals. And I 
cenainly would advise Microsoft that thai it go through ft the !lppeals . 
coun before the Supreme Coun. Gonon .said. 

According to transcripts of meetings in his chambers the 
past two days. Jacksofl indicated he preferred to move swiftly. 

. 'My transcendent objective is to get this thing before an 
appellate tribunal @ll2ndash@3/4 one or another @ll2ndash@3/4 
as quickly as possible because I don' want to disrupt the economy 
or waste any more of yours or my time." Jackson told the lawyers 
Tuesday. 

On Wednesday. Jackson told the government's lawyers 
to provide him with their proposals for how Microsoft should be 
punished and competition in the high-tech field enhanced by April 
25. 

Such sanctions could include a breakup of the company. 
or strict rules on its behavior like forcing it to publish uniform price 
lists so it couldn' discriminate against customers or making it 
provide the technical details to its software to all its customers in a 
timely fashion. 

Microsoft would then have to respond by May 10 with 
the government's final reply due the following week. On May 24. 
Jackson would convene the sanctions hearing in his coun. 

Some lawmakers who met with Gates indicated he was 

reticent to discuss the trial. Sen. Kent Conrad. D-N.D .• said that 
when he asked Gates about the trial. "he gave a thumbnail review. 
He said he really wasn' here today to talk about that. He was really 
here to talk about the meeting to follow at the White House about 
the new economy." 

Gates apparently regaled Democratic senators with his 
vision for new technology, including an electronic pad that would 
allow notes written by hand on it to be transferred directly into 
personal databases .. 

. Gatescouldn' escape questions about the case. however. 
At a closed-door meeting with House Republicans, Gates was asked 
if he thought a change in administration would make a difference in 
the case. " 

"Probably yes," Gates said according to lawmakers who 
attended the meeting. The lawmakers said Gates wasn' talking in 
partisan terms. What he meant. they said. was mat either a 
Republican administration or new Democratic administration would 
handle the case differently: 

Likely Republican nominee George W. Bush last month 
sounded as though he frowned upon the antitrust lawsuit filed by 
the Justice Department and 19 states. But his aides later said he was 
actually saying' he hoped the case would be settled. 

At the White House conference, Gates sat next to 
Clinton and spoke of the so-called digital divide, or growing gap 
between infonnation haves and have-nots, as well as discussing his 
philanthropic activities aimed at vaccinating children worldwide. 

"We're at the beginning of what the computer can do to 
change our lives." said Gates, seeking to show the softer side of a 
corporate executive pillored as ruthless in coun by the government. . 
"The best is yet to come." 

----------_._-----_._-------­
'Partial birth' abortion ban passes in House, but Clinton veto 
expected 
By Jackie Koszczuk 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 

WASlDNGTON The Republican leadership of the 
House of Representatives on Wednesday took aim at Democrats .in 
tight re-election contests by forcing a vote on a bill to ban a 
controversial abonion procedure. 

The ban on so-called panial birth abonions passed the 
House. 287-141. but President Clinton has already vetoed it twice. 
and so few congressmen have changed their minds that. history 
seems bound to repeat itself for a third time. 

Since they came to power in 1995. Republicans in 
Congress twice have sent the president similar legislation and twice 
he has vetoed it on grounds that it does not go far enough in 
protecting the health of pregnant women. 

In each case. the legislation would have created civil and 
criminal penalties. including up to two years in jail. for health 
practitioners who perform an abonion procedure in which a fetus is 
partially delivered. then aboned. Supponers of the ban say the 
procedure is unusually cruel and offensive because an otherwise 
healthy. living fetus is panially delivered then killed by crushing its 
skull or removing its brain . 

The procedure. known medically as dilation and 
extraction: is uncommon. though there are no firm statistics on its 
frequency. '. ." . 

Opponents of the ban long have argued that exemptions 
should be made for phYSicians who judge the procedure necessary 
to protect the health of the mother. Supponers want the exemption 
limited to situations in which the mother's life is in danger. 

. Although they probably have a sufficient number of 
votes in the House to sustain the expected veto by Clinton. 
supponers are admittedly shon of the super majority 67 also 
needed in the Senate. On Oct. 21. the Senate voted for a similar 
ban. 63-34. If three senators absent that day had voted as they had 
in the past. the vote would have been 65-35, still two shon of the 
total necessary to override a presidential veto. 

Sen. Rick Santorum. R-Pa.. and other supponers of the 
ban argued that there is merit in bringing the bill up for a vote time 
and again because with each attempt. they inch closer 10 an override 
majorily. But even Republican leaders acknowledge that the votes 
are probably nOI there this year. 

Said House Majority Leader Richard Armey. R-Texas. 
"There is a 101 of hean and commitment behind this and the sense 
on the pan of (lawmakers) thaI we must do everything possible to 
stop this horrible procedure. ~ 

http:Througho.ut


UFE: In I.oo<Ion. 8IddY IIIeIlIergoer.i SIftS ilong 10 subllUed 
"""'"'" 01 The Sowtd 0' Music. II>. 
.. \VB ...- lIInt88Ies 10 ease nIIlnp slide. TV, 50 . 

Coming Tuesday 
.wrtllell by JobI1 O. BuckI!'l' 

Tbe 'WIIassIV 1lIIY' 
BudweISer lias bit It big 
WILl! 11,; 'IV ad catnpalgn
Iea!urir18 a gnxtp of men 
WI1ase gree\iojl bas be­come me IlOl new_ 

'~All\Ildeltllbe 
wI>ol......bassup· 
p~tIIId\be 
n:alpysbelllDdll. 

00cw~_1ItaAy~ !/'ellen­
erslcr __._IRICBSlalh_fIc. 
Icr'S GuIld ..... S<.rdo)II'i\11I: h_..... 
_ -.1IlP IIoncn from !/'e IlinocI<n GullI "'_. 
","en~. AboMt. Af9*18 __........:I 

By Laurence McQuWan 
Us.A TOI>AY 

WASl!JNGTON 
pubUC _~ 
Idz.ed 

_·ID gunsalay. 
oftIdaI 

, 

Is _. 

)'OU dOone _1IIIng IlI8Iany 

d'sll\eeodolthe-.· 

Starting today, 
the Census 

By Heya £1 Nuser 
USA TODAY 

Every 10 )OiIIIl'S me .......... 
mentpUlsme_lDe
IlIIMa rtllllll_ Ibe C­
And _'1 lime It COllI.._11....-Il10'''_ 

COVER STORY 

~ 
Il.ri 

asked the III5t lime \be Cemus was. Ial.en. In 1990. 39'S _, 

bel.le\'e \be IKInsL 
E_ It me Census -.. 

. _lokeepthelnlo~ 
1lOIIftdeD1IBI.6I)';I_"""" 
PUler back.", can geilLDos;I!'. Utat. 1M", _ 11K 

is all yours 
The success of the 2000 count 
depends on askeptical population 

. dutifully filling out fonns. 
Q: SO what's the big deal? 
A: Read on. 

.--­EIipec:talIy ID 1000. In UIlS en 
ollnlormallon ewert0e4 &nd .... 
IIlIIII communlCBtion. the .... 
tIOn 01 ftlblll oul a paper /orm 
lo\elthe_l'1I.lIIIOIIl_ 
whO and wtM.re ~ an! Iftms 
anIIquated 10 1'IIIIIl)'. E_ /utile 
toSOtne. 

WbY,I'IIIIIl)'_._the __ IIpeIIIlS7bU· 

lion 10 lind oul what emIlt can! 
aJmpaNes IIDII Olber agendes 
...... 10 be lIhIe ID aaeI5 WlIb 
aCU.,.ora_? 

• ArI)'bOdy can set IM>mIa­
lion _ )'OU It they I'I!lIIIy 

""'" I~· ""YO Jolla HW. 3:1. • 
postal ttervta: maInlCllllllC< 

""lI<er /rom Fon Mym. Fla. 
AS n>aIt IlIlTIetl len ou! 
~ me <>ou1III'Y IodAIy ItI de­
u.... the lorms I. 88 _ ad·..,."..,.,me",,__ 

I"""" a mo... ....ptlaII alldJ. 

"""" filly pen:eIIl IliO' lilt!)' -, 
be_lilt ""...... Bureau wtIJ
pard the In/Ormallon II (lOI.
leeIS _ Il\em tn>m OIlIer 
_romelll agencIeS. """""'.
InS 10 a·US14. TOI>AYIOlNI 
Gallup Poll ou! 1odAIy.Wbeo Ibe..".. q __ 

be_\be Census Is ....l1li &IlOl 
lb8I It'l iIIIponanlllial they ..,. 
oponcL All ewerwl>elnl1ft8 rna­
JGriIY. 96l1..1liO' they wtIJ duWul· 
Iy au oul the forms. 

U only IlI8I we", InIe. 
TIle cas.... Bureau ezpec:tI 

only 6191 will take IIIe time" 
dO LIIoit eMc duty. "'1Ie U\aD 
tIIo oauon', dismal perto,' 
""""'" In 1990. wbetI Only ~" 
did. Tb< as<n<Y IS cbOlleqlng 
_1o~1I_' 
7010 """"",,"mit. 

"One. IlI8I /OnII IS out !but.
Ibe Census I> In the _ of 
me AIIIel1aIn """'*". c.m..s 

COVER sroRY __.. 

NRA'says Clinton.accepts 

'a certain level of killing' 


Gtl1It' vice presi<lent IIred beck: ""men:· LaPI.ne said ., Ibe' 
, .... come ID beu ..... IlI8I (0iIIltJn1 Whli. H.,.... positIOn an4 the prest.
Meds a cenaln _101 V\oI~ In del!liall'8Cl! be_Gore_ Ta· 

- 11\ a bani> WS C!lIIlUti'. He.. willing ID lICtqlt a .. Gov. Oeotp! III. BusIL ! 
PrestdcnI 0iIIl0ll em· cenaln _ of tilling ID fllrlher Ills Gun COQIroI IIa; taken 011 • _:. 

me NDIIon8I IUk _ poUUcal agenda an4 Ills vta: p ...... urgency WS awpaiBII )'<81' lIIIA!r 
!loa on Sunday lor a "Itnet-jell< Ie­ -.11>0.". the Il1Igedy III Columbine ~ 

_ alDp NIlA Among OIlIer Illings. Clinton SebOol In Uttletan. Col•• !aSI ,.... 
~ 0iIIltJn 01 be:iAI ..,.1Is background c!lee" at pn an4 Il\e uP""" _r a 6-)'<8I'-oId

ItI "8ccepI a certa.In _ 01 _ that COIIId _ up 10 72 _ an4 klUed a ftrR1tl'lIde das>­
10' tunher Ills acenda IIDII bolo.... lbe NIlA WIIIIis InsWII lDI\Ie IasI _ MIlt Flin!. MlcIL 

Vk:e _ Oo.re. c:bec)s.r c_ lb8I talte14 bours CIInI.n bNSl>ed aside NRA """" 

llllt Il>I/III: IlI8I thelr~" al most Th. ucbli.nges ..~ PlaInts IlI8I 110 bas /ailed 10 credit 


ftIICUonlOany...,saIe1y_ liS .,Ions 10 p",m... salelyllDll ....
Ip8WIIad by lids In _ IldDI' 
0iIIltJn said 11\ lID In- OINIIDO H""OII, me NIlA pnsl­ lore< ~ 8UII lawS: "'!beltIA!.- on AIIC'1 TIti.I w..... ·U dent vtnlIlIIly calls CIInIon a liar /or _I. leoIn. I dOG, IItInk II wtIJ 
~ CIISI.i.n.tlIlls gnxtp .a_1o pul>­ wall ..iLl! me WlIers. <¥ell WlIb Mo­__••. !bey IIIIAt 

De""'ety /orIllOClUtt8 .... gun ...... ""'n:&IIiQ&!IIe 1a1jIt."TIle poIIolc.. _ consultants 

_~_lcrtw ....... GIt~ W_I.aPIorre.\be NItA .. eIIlI> art IdlIni IIIem 'Scale lUblll'ban 
~JtII) USA 1'OOIi'Y.• ...."dOlJoNUOLInC. 

Sul:I8c:rIpIion, customer eeMoe ,"':'USA-GOO1 

.LATE SPORTS 

LEAFS' 
BERARD 
MIGHT 
LOSE EYE 
Toronto defenseman 
hi! by opponent's 

;;;:;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;:-;;;.. stick during shot. 

~~=~lhe' HOCKEY.11J1; 

MONDAY MARCH 13, 2000 . 

NEWSLINE
,.. QUICK _ Ot< lIE HEWS 

ASIA STOCKS: Jepen'll Nlkke:! IMlrqe Is _ 299 
point! 10 19.451 IIIIdd8,Y; ~ Is 106.22 per dollar. Hm!& 
~.. Bang 5enB Is dOn 84 point! 10 17.7411 early 1odAIy. • 

.AETNA ~ TIle ~ aft an4 I!l5urIInce &18111 
taltes ""'" 011110 bIllIOn ~r olfer an4 wtIJ split IlI1D ft.
1I8IIdIlI_ compaQ)' IIDII _ an tompeQ)'. 4A. 

PAPAL APOlOGY: Pope JohtI Paul napoIogIzs~ __..--­ ___""'.....,.,., dI\Y for lIDS or _ ca.' 
tIIOUaI Ihnlugb IIIsIoT); lo­
eluding .",.p ",alll5t 
J.....; appeal81!15 mlltdn>­
VIeWS In Ismel lOA. 

CRASH .LANDING: 
Je:l1lI8I5l<IddftIofl1'IIII1I'II)I 
In California and juS! _ a gllS SIatlon n>­
~ talk 01 Impl'O'llng 
sa/ety..,.,.. III alrpoI1s. 3A. 

RLE FLAP: 1Ddepel> 
dell! counsel I!obort Rl\Y 
wi" Issue ftnaI report this 
.....k on _gallon or 
WhIle Ho...... bandling or 
~alfBllII... 7A. 

o 28-page bonus section, complete brackets 
o Team~by-team capsules for all 128 seeds 

o Duke in familiar role: Tournament favorite 

Comics' n.ew clout 
A' generation' of young, diverse creators . : 
ushers superheroes into the 2Jst centwy. 1 D 

JaM Pall: 'Wo ~IRI 	 'ECSTASr: us. CI& 
we B 1orgOIIrms.' 	 10.,. con1Isc8tlon! or party 

drug EcsIasy lise. 3A. 

GENEllC MAP CONTROVERSY: Race to com· 
ple:l.llrst il'!ne!lC blueprtnl 01 alNmll/l belngl8lles anotber 
tum ..hen l«!em! olnetals Ily 10 'nlist Ilrm 10 gJ... govern­
melll·lu.ded project &dvan!Jlge ewer private competitor. 71. 

MCI SETT1..EMENT: MCI WortdCom Is close to 
1100 mllUon ",nlemen' dcalin cl!l!lS-action I",,,,,",,,,,,r "tIr. 
blll'1ll1ly" III&!l ra'es II IIOmetlmes clltllBes cust.m .... lB. 

TODArS DEBATE: /IJ.r pollution. In USI4. TOI>AY'Jopllllon. dirty _ on __"E~"""""" 

1_' Ialll.ngs.· 14A. . . 
~ •AS WI! COIIIIlW. 10 strI... lor detIn. /lea!lhful lilt _ 
- ... midi k""P - Important JI"08I'1"II5 ~. So 
lIIi11iam _IIDII Naoey KnteerIliO'. 14A. 

MONEY: 1II,sher ... plICies 1ft III.1r'IIns """"" _
MIll' II'!IIII>B _In mII__mO!1llS. Ill. 

~ I.tM!sIor Vi""",, Bu/I.t rai,ght buy buck share$ of Ills bal4· 

III!! com_ eerl<shlR iIIIIIIIIWIIY.18. 

~ E4mllllds.alm _ID SImpiii)' CllfIbopplft8.1B. 


SPORTS: MIaml Rl!:fII end In4Iana Pllcers' ~ 
bame WWIIrrg _ 1_. NIIA. 1.9.loe. . 
~ i\u5IraIia .-. up lor Super Bowl 01 5lIl11l1es1Mng. 8C 

Air-safety-penalties jump 80% 

.... Special Report: Records reveal tenS of thousands of at-risk flights, l,3B 

~ltaAirBy Gary StoUer lines an4 13 _ /t'I airlines : lined In 11199: based on eases In Unes was. __ I!!lpeCt 1baI\be number 01 lines
III. _lines. 177. and the __ _ R!IIec'I thai ..'~!III! 

\185115 ~":l>aIa Is compll!le IatICaI of _ rules Ond·ltljtnest _oun~ De8I1y 
AUSATOI>AYliIlldYoI_ •. IIItUI/IlIIII9II. ~tor3R. Sl mIIbon. IDr 11199. Della. Dolla _II c:an1ed 110 mil· 

USA TOI>AY IlI8I ~ .- during the the de_lIsof Jan. 14. VI.. 

__ IIDIIAmeI1<8II 
iI .....,nIs IIIO'WI ilia! us. .... AnICIIII\be I'lItdIIIp: iii 1M. __.. AII11t&eI. _ ..___ --."Iloo ~ 00 _1 mil­
lines ..... lined _ IlIaD' .. On .. __ 01 oI8Id bit WIlli me ~ _ In Iloo IlIaMt -"'_ !aSI ,.....
SIU IIlIWOII IllS! )1M' tor YIO> limes tIIeII 9o'OrIIdI\Y In 1&98. 6nes.. ne8I1y SU _ Tbul Iy '1.5 million. ~ lor or the counI!y'. 10 la.ries! . 
IIIlins ""'ely "'8IIilIIIoas. III lo- the FAA lined or IDOl< _ IDIDI lnCtuded a ru mllU011 aboItl ...... -IIIIrcIs 01 011 13 c:om. p!I!ISeftil'!r_Coa!IIlI!IIlaI. 
crease 01 at 1_ 80~UI""1_ tntt\", lIdIoG agalmI one of lin< lor apenillnl more _ e!S' line IOI8l _lined me _ amOWllillsl 

I..asI ,...... IOIaI prnbably 	 _ aII1inoS /or all. salay 41.000 /Il8JI1S wllIxMII perform- -we ""'-....pbasIa! salay )e3t: 'II Il.SO.will _ b<ea.... the FadenII _ 	 IIl& req_ IIISpedIonS. and seau1Iy • our No. 1pnot1· TIle results /or 11/99 Include 
A_ MmInlsInIUOII WI\It- ~~ and -IJ "Tba5e mall........ weD be­ ty.~ ~lIa spokesman John m",tJOns IIlI!l 0CCIUT<d bel.... 
IIoIcl!.IoIormlIIIon aboItllOClll'\- vIolallons IIt'COW1! lor almOl5l Illad .... an4 our ~ .... Kenn<dy said. -We ....11< diU· 11199. Some ollasl year's line to­
ty cases IlI8I wen: Ope;oed willi- 1IIrI!e-qU8l1C'" 01 \be dOlllIr _ on -ulnS 10 1m. genlly .,111 IN! FAA 10 resol... toIS COIIId Include p.>yments n>­
In me \185112 mOlll/ls. lIInOUOl 01 au lines apl/IsIme p",.., our operatIOn and __ bIJ Il\e IIIU1l11lOnS III wtIIcn we "'Itins lrom sreI!I...,... "'""" 

USA TOI>AY _ l/IOII- aII1inoStn>m 198$ ID 11198. Iy." said S1epllen Johnson. II we... ell.... \lie 8y more people menlS. In such aglftments.me 
_ ., FAA en/oroemen/ .. SecvrllY VIOlatl_ ae· ttenlor vice pl'5ldelll at Amen- an4 have m .... ope",_ U>an alrtiftes dO DOl admIl 10 .... 
cases agaInsI the 10 major air- CIl>UllI /or IbouIIlaU me emouIIl C8 Well. 1II1)'tIll' III the ....nd. II) )'OIid 10IitI8 "'IIUlWOIIS. 

http:aglftments.me
http:CllfIbopplft8.1B
http:iIIIIIIIIWIIY.18
http:certa.In


Air-safety penalties jump 80% 

~ Special Report: Records reveal tens of tl}-ousands ofat-risk flights, l,3B 
By Gary Stoller \ 

USA TODAY ~ 


A USA TODAY study ot teder­
al records shows that Us. air­
lines were fined more· than 
$9.4 million last year lor vio­
lating safety regulations, 1m in­
creaSe of at least 80% from 1998. 

Last year's total probably 
will grow because the Federal 
Aviation Administration with­
holds information about securi­

. ty cases that were opened with­
In the PWit 12 months. 

USA TODAY studied thou­
sands of FAA enforcement 
cases against the 10 major air­

lines and 13 other jet airlines 
that were closed during the 
PWlt 15 years. Data Lc; complete 
through 1998. 

Among the findings: 
III> On an average of eIght 

times each workday In 1998, 
the FAA fined or took adminis­
trative action agalnst one of 
those airlines for alleged safety 
violations. 

III> Maintenance and security 
violations account for almost 
three-quarters or' the dollar 
amount of all fines against the 
airlines from 1985 to 1998. 

III> Security violations ac­
count for about halt the amount 

. fined In 1999, based on cases In 
the database WI ot Jan. 14. Vio­
lations of maintenance rules 
account for 38%. 

In 1999, America West was 
hit with the highest amount In 
fines, nearly $2.8 million. That 
total Included a $2.5 million 
fine tor operattng more than 
41,000 flighLc; withOut perform· 
ing required inspections. 

'Those matters are well be­
hind us, and our resources are 
focused on continuing to im­
prove our operation and safe­
ty," said Stephen Johnson, a 
senior vice president at Ameri­
ca WesL 

Delta Air Lines was assessed 
the most flnes,I77, and the sec­
ond-highest amount, nearly 
$2 million, tor 1999. Delta, 
America West and American 
AIrlines, which was fined near­
ly $1.5 million, accounted for 
about two-thlrds ot all 23 carri­
ers' fine total. 

"We always emphasize safety 
and security as our No. I priori­
ty," Delta spokesman John 
Kennedy said. "We work dili­
gently with the FAA to resolve 
all the situations in which we 
were cited. We fly more people 
and have more operations than 
anyone In the world, so you'd 

expect that the number of fines 
would· reflect that we're the 
busiest airline." 

Delta says It carried 110 mil­
lion pa<>sengers on about 2 mil­
lion flights worldwide last year. 

Of the country's 10 largest 
passenger airlines, COntinental 
WWl fined the least amount last 
year: $111,250. 

The results for 1999 Include 
violations that occurred before 
1999. Some of last year's fine to­
tals could include payments re­
sulttng from seWement agree­
ments. In such agreements, the 
airlines do not. admit to vio­
lattng regulations. 
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NRA says Clinton accepts 

'a certain level of killing' 

By Laurence McQuillan utlve vice presIdent, fired back: women;" LaPierre said of the 

. "I've come to believe that (ClInton) White House posItion and the prest­USA TODAY "'l· 
needs a certain level of violence In . dential mce between Gore and 'lex­

WASHINGTON - Inn harsh this country. He's willing to accept a as Goy. George W. Bush.c 
public brawl, PresIdent Clinton crit­ certain level of killing to further hLc;. .Gun control has taken on a new~ Icized the National Rifle Associa- political agenda and his vi~ presi- urgency this campaign year after 

d 	 . Uon on Sunday for a "knee-jerk re­ dent, too." . the tragedy at COlumbine HIgh 
o 	 action" to gun safety, and a top NRA Among other things, Clinton School·1n UWeton, Colo., lWit year 
~ 	 offlclal accused ClInton of being seeks background checks" at gun and the uproar after a 6-year-old 

willing to "accept a certain level of shows that could· take up to 72 shot and killed a first-grade class­s:: killing" to further hLc; agenda and hours. The NRA wants Instant mate last month near Flint, Mich. 
z that of Vice President Gore. checks or checks that take 24 hours ClInton brushed Wilde NRA com· 
o 
o 	 "I just think that their knee-jerk at most. The exchanges were plaints that he hWi failed to credit1< reaction to any gun safety measure spawned by ads in which actor its efforts to promote safety and en­
s:: Lc; wrong," ClInton said In an in­ Charlton Heston, the NRA prest-force existing gun laws! "These 

terview on ABC's This Week. "If dent, virtually calts Clinton a liar for crocodile tears, I don', think It will~ you do one little thing that requires casttng his group as a threat to pub- wash with the voters, even with Mo­
.::x:: any accommodation .•. they thtnk lic safety for blocking new gun laws. ses reading the script." 


~ 

... 
It's the end of the world." "The polLc;ters and consultants .
,. :--> 

N 	 Wayne LaPierre, the NRA's exec- are telling them 'Scare suburban III> Campaign ~ 8-9A 
o 
8 


