Study: TV newcasts' GOP vows '

draw bead on guns
10{to-l imbalance found in reports

By Lily Nguyen

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Network television newscasts:

overwhelmingly promote an anti-
gun view, a new study concludes.

“It’s clear that when it comes to
the gun debate, TV news is not an
objective referee. It is a partisan
player that has chosen sides,” said
L. Brent Bozell 111, chairman of the
Media Research Center, which
yesterday released the study,
“Outgunned: How the Network
News Media Are Spinning the Gun
Control Debate” ~—~ - -~ -

The two-year study analyzed
63S stories on gun policy by four
major networks — ABC, CBS, CNN
and NBC — and found that while
260 stories could be classified as
neutral, stories that advocated
more gun control outnumbered
stories that opposed such mea-
sures, 357 to 36.

-“That translates into an as-
tounding 10-to-1 ratio of news seg-
ments advocating gun control —
hardly what any objective ob-
server -would consider balance,”
said Mr. Bozell.

The three network morning
shows — ABC’s “Good Morning
America,” CBS' “This Morning,”
and NBC’s “Today” — produced a
total of 353 segments dealing with
* gun policy. Of those stories, the
MRC rated 193 as anti-gun, 15 as
pro-gun, and 145 as neutr.al.”

“Good Morning America’ was

e - , ac-
cording to the MRC study, with
99.7 pe of its stories advocat-
ing gun control. “Today” ranked
second, with 82 anti-gun stories to
10 pro-gun segments. CBS was the
most “balanced,” with a 79 percent
tilt of anti-gun stories.

MRC also analyzed guests on
the morning shows and found that
advocates of gun control appeared
82 times, compared with 37 gun-
rights spokesmen. Neutral guests

appeared 58
shows. .

During the two-year span, TV
viewers saw a total of 300 seg-
ments dealing with gun policies on

times on the morning

the four evening news shows stud-

jed ~— ABC's “World News To-
night,” “The CBS Evening News;”

CNN's “The World Today” and !

NBC's “The Nightly News.”

|

measures
to increase
majority

By Audrey Hudson

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

House Republicans vowed yes-
terday to cut taxes and reform edu-
cation to retain control of the
House and increase their five-vote

" majority in the November election.

Of these segments, 164 advo-

cated gun control, while 20 op-
posed it. According to Mr. Bozell,
ABC's “W ight”

" the most biased, with a 9-to-1 ratio

an C's “The Nightly News"
was the least, with a bias of five
anti-gun stories for every pro-gun
story. )

- “It’s a sad day for balance when

‘the best’ means a bias of 5-to-1” -

said Mr. Bozell. :

MRC analysts compared sound
bites in the mghtly news and found
the four network shows produced
296 advocates and 150 opponents
of gun control.

The MRC offered three recom-
mendations:

# Networks should balance their
news coverage by presenting facts
on both sides of the debate equally.
“1 don't know why there’s such a

fear about debate,” Mr. Bozell said.

# News programs should choose
themes from both sides of the ar-
gument, including “programs that
have proven track records in drop-
ping crime rates,” Mr. Bozell said,
as well as “the positive uses of
weapons in self-defense.”

® Gun-policy stories “should
provide factual context ... instead
of loaded emotional anecdotes and
phrases.”

Joining Mr. Bozell in announc-
ing the results of the study was
conservative radio talk show host
Oliver North, a member of the Na-
tional Rifle Association board o

directors. '

“Qur vital signs show we’re in
very good shape to grow in the next
year;" said Rep. J.C. Watts Jr., the
Oklahoma Republican who chairs
the House Republican Conference.

Mr. Watts said the best thing

Congress could do for the economy
would be to cut taxes and “give
people their money back to spend
in the economy”

Mr. Watts’ remarks came during
a press conference celebrating the
five-year anniversary of the Re-
publican takeover of Congress.

"Republicans touted their past
‘successes in welfare reform, bal-
ancing the budget, cutting taxes
and restoring military strength.

About two dozen Congress
members elected in 1994 attended
the event, and another 60 are in
town to participate in a two-day

communications strategy meeting.

“It’'s been proven this country
can live within its own means ...
no matter how many times the
president said you can’t cut taxes
and balance the budget,” said Rep.
Saxby Chambliss, Georgia Repub-
lican.

“We have made great strides in
getting America back on track and
paying down the debt,” Mr. Watts
said. “Now we have surpluses as
far as the eye can see.”

“We will stay on the offense and
do what we've been doing over the
past five years to increase our ma-
jority” he said. - )

Notably absent was former
Spéaker Newt Gingrich, who de-
clined to attend the festivities.

It was Mr. Gingrich’s “Contract

* With America” ‘that is credited

with taking control of the House
and Senate away from Democrats
after 40 years of rule.

Mr. Watts said Mr. Gingrich de-
served credit for leading the
charge, “but he is the first to say,
don't focus on me, focus on the fu-
ture”

- Meanwhile, President Clinton
will meet with House and Senate
Democratic leaders to discuss
their strategy, which consists
mostly of efforts he pursued un-
successfully last year — hate-
crime legislation, gun control, and
a minimum wage increase,

e This article is based in part on
wire-service reports '
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US. set
to take
warfare
online
Attack mission’

to start in October

By Bill Gertz

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The -Pentagon is preparing to -
conduct computer warfare attacks
in future conflicts, the general in
charge of the U.S. Space Command
" said yesterday. .

. Air Force Gen. Richard Myers,
the commander-in-chief of Space
Command, told reporters that his
. command’s “computer attack mis-

-+ sion” will begin Oct. 1.

“We are just in the beginnings of
‘drawing up our implementation
plans. and our concept of oper-
ations,” Gen. Myers said.

The announcement was the first
time the Pentagon publicly ac-
knowledged its plans to conduct of -
fensive information warfare oper-
ations. Previously, only defenses"-
against such -attacks were dis-.
cussed. - . )

Gen. Myers’ remarks followed a

. rare Chinese military announce-

ment in November that the Peo-

-ple’s Liberation Army planned to

form an entire information war-"
fare service on a par with army, air
* force and navy. )

“In general, cyber-attack is.
deemed useful by those countries
that perhaps don't have the con-
ventional military capability the
United States does,” Gen. Myers
said, without'mentioning China by
name. “And so it's a way of, asym-
metrically perhaps, attacking ad-
versaries, not just the United
States but potentially other adver-
saries.” .

The Space Command’s head-
guarters in Colorado Springs will
not be where '“keystrckes” are
used to launch information attacks
on the computer systems of foreign
military adversaries, he said.

Instead, the command will help
US. military commands around
the world with tools and expertise
to conduct electronic information
warfare. ’ »

‘The-command will seek to co-

. ordinate the computer expertise of

the various military services and
‘also work out policy and legal
problems arising from the uncon-
ventional warfare, Gen. Myers
said. C ’ ‘

“We see our job more as focus-
ing what we currently have, giving
confidence to the war fighter that
these tools are available, that they
have been tested, that they have
some assurance that they will
work, and that we have worked
through the policy and legal impli-
cations of using them and, hope-
fully, they'll be able to count on_
these kind of tools,” he said.

‘The goal of the information
attacks will be in the area of “de-

nying, disrupting, degrading sys- - .

tems” such as air defense net-
works by “manipulating ones and
zeros,” he said. .
“That might be a very elegant
way to do it as opposed to dropping -
a 2,000-pound bomb on radars, for
instance,” he said. “The whole idea
would be that we can do this, asyou'
mentioned before, perhaps with
keystrokes, preventing casualties’
on our side and collateral damage

-on the adversary’s side.”

‘Gen. Myers said the information
warfare will be “one more arrow in
the quiver” of weapons in the U.S.
arsenal but is unlikely to replace
“kinetic” weapons such as bombs
and bullets.

China’s Liberation Army Daily,
the official daily newspaper of the
People’s Liberation Army General
Political Department, stated in No-
vember that ‘Internet warfare
should be carried out against en-

‘emy finance, commerce, commu-

nications, telecommunrications and
military systems.

“It is essential to have an all-
conquering offensive technology

-and to develop software and tech-

nology for Net offensives so as to
be able to launch attacks and coun-
termeasures on the Net, including
information-paralyzing software,
information-blocking software,
and information-deception soft-
ware,” the newspaper stated.

*“Some of these are like bombs,
they are electronic bombs.which
saturate the enemy’s cyberspace,”
the article stated. “Some are like
paintings, they are electronic
scrawls which appeéar and disap-
pear on the enemy's pages in cha- -
otic fashion. Some are like phan-
toms and electronic flying saucers

. which come and go on the Net and

disrupt the enemy’s systems, and -
it is also possible to develop mas-
querade technology to steal the In-
ternet command power.”
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