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A "~ CRIME STA’i’IS_TICS
January 24, 1999

¢ Under the Clinton Administration, the crime rate has fallen for over seven years in a row. This is
the longest period of decline in the crime rate on record. (1998 UCR) In the first six months
of 1999, the crime rate continued this record period of decline, falling another 10 percent --
twice as much as any other six-month period over the last decade.

e Murder rates have fallen to the lowest level since 1967 - over 31 years. (1998 UCR)

e * The overall crime rate in 1998 was the lowest since 1973 -- over 25 years. {1998 UCR)

¢ The number of gun crimes is down over 35% since 1993. (1998 UCR)

¢ The violent c_rime rate is the lowest in 25 years according the 1998 DOJ National Crime

" Victimization Survey -- the lowest it has been since they began the survey in 1973. _
However, the 1998 UCR shows that the violent crime rate is the lowest in 11 years -- since
1987, _ '

e In 1998, crime fell in every geographic region and in cities, suburbs and rural areas across
America. The regional decline continued into the first six months of 1999. (1998 UCR)

¢ The number of juvenile gun homicide offenders fell 57% from 1993 to 1998. (BJS)

¢ In 1998, the number of forcible rapes reportéd to police were the lowest in a decade, representing
a 4% decrease from last year. (1998 UCR) '

¢ In 1998, the property crime rate fell to ifs lowest point since 1973 -- a 25-year low. The 1998
rate 1s 13% lower than the 1994 rate, and 20% below the 1989 rate. The total value of
property stolen in connection with property crimes in 1998 was estimated at over $15.4
billion. The property crime rate continued to decline in 1999.

**These numbers are all consistent with the preliminary 1999 UCR data released by the FBI last
November. _ . : :
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| am working with the International Crime Divison over at DOJ and the Council of Economic -
Advisors on this, and | will let you know if | learn something new. Also, | spoke with Jeremy Travis
-- he confirmed that today, America's property crime rate is below that of England and many
Western European nations, yet our violent crime rate, while decreasing, is still higher and it is
iargely due to gun violence. {I'm trying to squeak better statistics out of them to back this
statement up.} : )

Here are our options so far:

{1} Compare the U.S. crime rate to that of the other G-7 nations {or G-8 if we choose to include
Russia), which we can reference as "the other major industrialized nations” -- all have relatively
similar urban patterns, relatively large populations, and similar distribution of wealth: U.5., Canada,
Japan, France, Germany, [taly, Britain. . ' :

{2) Compare the U.S. crime rate - to that of the other 25 countries classified by the World
Development Report's st of the nations with the highest incomes and population over one million.
This is the report'that the Centers for Disease Control uses for the factoid: "U.S. c¢hildren are 12
times more likely to die in gunfire than 25 other industrialized nations combined.” The 25 nations
include: U.5., Finland, N. Ireland, Israel, Canada, Belgium, Norway, Austria, France, Switzerland,
New Zealand, Australia, Sweden, [taly, Germany, Denmark, Scotland, England and Wales, Ireland,
Spain, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Netherland, Singapore, Japan, Kuwait. (! have faxed this report to
you.] . :

{3) Compare the U.S. crime rate to those of the other nations with the largest Gross Domestic
Product. - ' -
{4} ~ Compare the U.5, crime rate to tJhose of the other nations with the largest per capita

income,
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Rates of Homiéide; Suicide, and Firearm-
Related Death Among Chlldren -- 26
Industrialized Countries

During 1950-1993, the overall annual death rate for U.S. cthd.rcn agcd less than 15 years declined
substantially (1), pmnaniy reflecting decreases in deatbs associated with unintentional injuries,
pneumonia, influenza, cancer, and congenital anomalies. However, during the same period, -
c¢hildhood homicide rates tnpled and suicide rates' quadrupled (2). In'1994, among children aged 1-4
years, homicide was the fourth leading cause of death; among children aged 5-14 years, homicide
was the third leading cause of death, and suicide was the sixth (3). To compare patterns and the
impact of violent deaths among children in the United States and other industrialized countries, CDC
analyzed data on childhood homicide, suicide, and firearm-related death in the United States and 25
other industrialized countries for the most recent year for which data were available in each country
(4). This report presents the findings of this analysis, which indicate that the United States has the
highest rates of childhood homicide, suicide, and firearm- related death among industnalized

' countgies. _

In the 1994 World D 1
ist, the United States and all 26 of the other countries in the h1 gb mggmc g];m.lp and w:th

_Trom that
— poﬂauons of greater than or equal io 1 m1lhon were selected beca

comparabhlity and the hkehhood tha intained vi rds mo In
January and February 1996, the mlmstry cf health or the nanonal StatlSthS mstu:utc in each of the 26
countries were asked to provide denorminator data and counts by sex and by 5-year age groups for the
most recent year data were available for the number of suicides (International Classification of
Discases, Ninth Revision {ICD-9}, cades E950.0-ES59), homicides (E960.0-E969), suicides by
firearm (E955.0-E955. 4), horicides by firearm (E965.0-E965.4), unintentional deaths caused by
firearm (B922.0-E922.9), and firearm-related deaths for which intention was undetermined (E985.0- .
E985.4); 26 (96%) countries, including the United States, provided complete data *. Twenty (77%)
countries provided data for 1993 or 1994; the remaining countries provided data for 1990, 1991,

1992, or 1995, Cause-specific rates per 100,000 population were calculated for three groups

(ch.ildrcn aged 0-4 years, 5-14 years, and 0-14 years). The rates for homicide aud suicide by means
other than firearms were calculated by sabtracting the firearm-related homicide and firearm-reiated
suicide rates from the overall homicide and suicide rates. Rates for the United Siates were compared
with rates based on pooled data for the other 25 countries. Of the 161 million children aged less than
15 years during the 1 year for which data were provided, 57 million (35%;} were in the United States
and 104 mmllion (65%) were in the other 25 couantries. '

Overall, the data provided by the 26 countries included a total of 2872 deaths ammong children aged
less than 15 years for a period of 1 year. Homicides accounted for 1995 deaths, including 1177
(59%) in boys and 818 (41%) in girls, Of the homicides, 1464 (73%) occurred among U.S. children.
The homicide rate for children in the United States was five times higher than that for children in the
other 25 countries combined (2.57 per 100,000 compared with 0.51) (Table }1).

Suicide accounted for the deaths of 599 children, including 431 (72%) in boys and 168 (28%) in
girls. Of the suicides, 321 (54%) occurred among U.S. children. The suicide rate for children in the

http:/Awww.cde.gov/epo/mmmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/00046 149 htm 2/10/2000
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United States was two times higher than that in the other 25 countries combined (0.55 compared with
0.27) (Table 1). No suicides were reported among children aged less than 5 years. _ '

A firearmn wags reported to have been involved in the deaths of 1107 children; 957 (36%) of those
occurred in the United States. Of all firearm-~related deaths, 55% were reported as homicides; 20%,
as suicides; 22%, as unintentional; and 3%, as intention undetermined. The overall fireaim-related
death rate among U.S. children aged Jess than 15 years was nearly 12 times higher than among
children in the other 25 countries combined (1,66 compared with 0.14) (Table 1). The firearm-

~ related homicide rate in the United States was nearly 16 times higher than that in all of the other
countries combined (0.94 compared with 0.06); the firearm-related suicide rate was nearly 11 times
higher (0.32 compared with 0.03), and the unintentional firearm-related death rate was nine times
higher (0.36 compared with 0.04). For all countries, males accounted for most of the firearm-related
homicides (67%), firearm-related sujcides (77%), and unintentional firearm-related deaths (89%).
The nonfirearm-related homicide rate in the United States was nearly four times the rate in all of the
other countries (1.63 compared with 0.45), and nonfirearm-related suicide rates were similar in the -
United States and in all of the othet countries combined (0.23 compared with 0.24).

‘The rate for fircarm-related deaths among children in the United States (1.66) was 2.7-fold greater
than that in the country with the next highest rate (Finland, 0.62) (Figure 1). Except for rates for
firearm-related suicide in Northern Ircland and firearm-related fatalities of unknown intent in
Austria, Belgium, and Israel, rates for all types of firearm-related deaths were higher in the United
States than in the other countries. However, among all other countries, the impact of firearn-related
deaths vanied substaotially. For example, five countries, including three of the four countries in Asia,
reported no firearm-related deaths amoug children. In comparison, fircarms were the primary cause
of bomwicide m Finland, Isracl, Australia, Italy, Gerrnany, and England and Wales. Five counties
(Denmark, Ircland, New Zealand, Scotland, and Taiwan) reported only unintentional fircarm-related
deaths. - : . g

Reported by: Div of Violence Prevention, National Center for Injury Prevention and Cyf
Editorial Note

Editorial Note: The findings m this report document a high rate of death among U.S. children
associated with violence and unintentional firearm-related injuries, particularly in comparison with
other industrialized countries. Bven though rates in all other countries were lower than those in the
Urited States, rates among other countries varied substantially and were particularly low in some
countries. Although specific reasons for the differences in rates among countries are unknown,
previous studies have reported on the associations between rates of violent childhood death and low
funding for social programs (6), economuc stress related to participation of women in the labor force
(7.8), divorce, ethnic-linguistic heterogeneity, and social acceptability of violence (9).

The findings of the analysis in this report are subject to at least three limitations. First, although the
data were obtamned from official sources and were based on ICD-9 codes, the sensitivity and
specificity of the vital records and reporting systems may have varied by country. Second, because
21 (81%) countnies cach reported less than 10 firearm-related deaths among children aged 0-14
yeats, the firearm-related death rates for those countries, when not pooled, are unstable and may vary
substantially for different years. Finally, only one half of the countries (including the United States)
reported all four digits of the ICID-9 codes for firearm-related deaths; the fourth digit distinguishes
whether deaths were caused by injuries from firearms or by other explosives. For countries in which
this distinctiop could not be made, the firearm-related death rates may be overestimated slightly

In May 1996, the 49th World Health Assembly adopted a resolution that declared violence a leading

- worldwide public health problem and urged a.I:{ member states to assess the problem of violence and
to communicate their findings to the World Health Organization (10). Cross-cultural comparisons
may 1dentify key factors (e.g., attitudinal, behavioral, educational, socioeconomic, or regulatory) not

ttp:/Fwww.cdc. gov/epo/mmwr/preview/marwihtml/00046 149 hum | 2/10/2000
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evident from intranational studies that could assist in the development of new country-specific
strategies for preventing such deaths.
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o Complete data were provided by Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark,
England and Wales, Finland, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan,
Kuwait, Netherlands, New Zealand, Northern Ireland, Norway, Scotland, Singapore,
Swedcn, Spain, Smtzerland, Taiwan, and the United States. In this analys1s, Hong
Kong, Northern Ireland, and Tatwan are considered as countries.

Table 1

Note: To print large tables and graphs users may have to change their primter settings 1o Lidscapc and
usc a small font size.

TABLE 1. Rates * of homicide, suicide, wnd Lirearm-related d=2ath + anong chlldren aged <15 ysara>
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In one year,
firearms killed no children in Japan, 19 in Great Britain, 57 in Germany,
109 in France, 153 in Canada, and 5,285 in the United States.
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« Under the Clinton Administration, the crime rate has fallen:for over seven years in a row, This is
the longest period of decline in the crime rate on record. (1998 UCR) In the first six months
. 0f 1999, the crime rate continued this record period of decline, falling another 10 percent --
twice as much as any other six-month period over the last decade.

« Murder rates have fallen to the lowest leveI since 1967 -- over 31 years. (1998 UCR)

o The overall crime rate in 1998 was the lowest since 1973 -- over 25 years. (1998 UCR)

s The number of gun crimes is down over 35% since 1993. (1998 UCR)

e 'The violent crime rate is the lowest in 25 years according the 1998 DOJ National Crime
" Victimization Survey -- the lowest it has been since they began the survey in 1973.
However, the 1998 UCR shows that the v1olent crime rate is the lowest in 11 years -~ since
1987. '

e In 1998, crime fell in every geographic region and in citiles,l suburbs and rural areas across
America. The regional decline continued into the first six months of 1999. (1998 UCR)

= The number of juvenile gun homicide offenders feil 57% from 1993 to 1998. (BJS)

» In 1998, the number of forcible rapes reported to pollce were the lowest in a decade, representlng
+ a 4% decrease from last year. (1998 UCR)

e In 1998, the property crime rate fell to its lowest point since 1973 -- a'25-year low. The 1998
rate is 13% lower than the 1994 rate, and 20% below the 1989 rate. The total value of
property stolen in connection with property crimes in 1998 was estimated at over $15.4

_ billion. The property crime rate continued to decline in 1999.

**These numbers are all consistent with the pretiminary 1999 UCR data released by the FBI last
November.
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¢ Under the Clinton Administration, the crime rate has fallen for over seven years in a row,
This is the longest period of decline in the crime rate on record. (1998 UCR) In the first six
months of 1999, the crime rate continued this record period of decline, falling another 10
percent -- twice as much as any other six-month period over the last decade.

. Murder rates have fallen to the lowest level since 1967 -- over 31 years. (1998 UCR)

¢ The overall crime rate in 1998 was the lowest since 1973 -- over 25 years. {1998 UCR)

e The number of gun crimes is down over 35% since 1993. (1998 UCR)

¢ The violent crime rate is the lowest in 25 years accordmg the 1998 DOJ National Crime
Victimization Survey - the lowest it has been since they began the survey in 1973.
However, the 1998 UCR shows that the violent crime rate is the lowest in 11 years -- since

1987,

o In 1998, crime fell in every geographic region and in cities, suburbs and rural areas across
America. The regional decline continued into the first six months of 1999. (1998 UCR)

e The number of juvenile gun homicide offenders fell 57% from 1993 to 1998. (BJS)

e In 1998, the number of forcible rapes reported to police were the lowest in a decade,
representing a 4% decrease from last year. (1998 UCR)

e In 1998, the property crime rate fell to its lowest point since 1973 -- a 25-year low. The 1998 -
rate is 13% lower than the 1994 rate, and 20% below the 1989 rate. The total value of
~ property stolen in connection with property crimes in 1998 was estimated at over $15.4
billion. The property crime rate continued to decline in 1999.

* **These numbers are all consistent wnth the prehmmary 1999 UCR data released by the FBI last
November.
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Federal Boreau of Investiganion
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FBI NATIONAL PRESS OFFICE FOR RELEASE
(202) 324-3691 S Sunday, May 16, 1999
- 6P.M,ET

The Federal Bureau of Investigation announced today that preliminary 1998
figures from its nationwide Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program indicate a decline in
serious crime for the seventh consecutive year. The totals for reported setious ¢rime in 1998
show a decline of 7 percant from the 1997 figuzes.

Compared with figures from the previdus year, these preliminary figures indicate
that the downward trend is the result of a 7-pervent decrease i both violent and property crime.
The final figures for 1998 will be available in the fall.

Robbety demonstrated the greatest drop in the violeat crite categary, down
11 percent from the 1997 figres. The number of murders decreased 8 percent, Forcible rape
and aggravated agssmht figures each declined by S percent. Down 10 percent, motor vehicle theft
figures represented the preatest decrease in the property orime eategory. Declines of 7 percent were
noted in barglary and jo argon. The number of Jarceny-thefls was down 6 percent from the
preceding year’s figures, :

Decrenses in the Crime Index total were reported by law enforcement agencies in
all regions. Deelines of 8 percent were reported by the Nartheast and the West. Declines of
6 and 4 percent were reported in the South and the Midwest, respectively. Drops in violent crime
were noted in the West, down 9 percent; in the Northeast and the South, eash down 7 percent; and in
the Midwest, down 4 percant. The prumber of murders was down in all regions. The Northeast
and the West recarded the greatest drop, 11 percent, respectively, The Sauth reported a 7 percent
decrease, and the Midwest, a S-percent decline. Prepaty crime decreases of 8 percent in both the
Northeast and in the West, 6 percent in the South, and 4 percent in the Midwest were also
recorded.

' Scrious crimes figures fell in cities of all population groups. Decreases of 8 percent
were recorded in cities with populations from 250,000-999,999 and those with populations from
50,000 to 99,999. The smallest decrease, 4 percent, was reported in eitics with less than 10,000
inhabitants. Compared with the 1997 figures, 2 7-percent decline was recorded in soburban
counties, and a S-percent drop was recorded in rurzl counties. '

Over 17,000 city, county, and state lsw enforcement agencies voluntarily submit
data to the nationwide, coopartive statistice) effort of the FBI's UCR Program. These
comprehensive data are poblished annually in Crime in the United Statas,

The complete preliminary annual UNIFORM CRIME REPORT is availabic
on the FBI’s Internet site st bitp:/Awww.fbi gov '

EMBARGOED
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Criminal Victimization 1996
Changes 1995-96 with Trends 1993-96 -

By Cheryl Ft!n_gel

- BJS Statistician
In 1996 U.S. residents age 12 or older
experenced naarly 37 million eriminal
‘victimizations, according to data col-
lectad from the Nationai Crime Vlcﬂmi-
zatlon Survey (NCVS). Of these
victimizations, 27.3 million invoived
proparty- ¢crimes against households,
9.1 million involved the violent crimes
of rape, robbery, and assault, and 0.3
miltion invoived personal thefts such
~ aspurse snatchlng

Translated into the numbsr of viclant
and preperty ¢rimes per 1,000 persons
or households, cime rates for 1996
show 42 violent victimizations per
1,000 persons and 266 proparty
crimes per 1,000 households, The

" victimization rates declined from 1995,
and are the lowest récorded by the
NCVS since its inception in 1973.7

From 1995 to 1996 the violent crime
rate overall, as measured by the
NCVS, decreased about 10%, and the
rate of property crime went down 8%.
These declines followed & general -
downward trend of eriminal vietimiza-
tion rates over the past 3 years,

The trends reported in this Bulletin
encompass 1993 through 1996. The
redesignad NCVS first used a full

“Afler ratas wera adjusied followitg the 1982
NCVS redesign,

sample of households in 1993 ﬂ'lara-
fore, the trends presented beg:n with
that year.

Oompared_to 1993 rates, the 1996 vio-

timization rates for all property crimes,

for personal theft, and for the meas-
ured violent crimes axcept robbery
showed a significant decrease. Be-
tween 1993 and 1636, the violent
crime rate fell 16%, and property
crime ratas dropped 17%.

Highlights

« The 1994-85 general downward
trend in criminal victimizations
continued in 1996.

 The NCVS property and violent
crime rates for 1996 are the lowest.
recordad since the___nzﬁls inception

|in 1973

* The murder rat % be~
tween 1935 and 1996 —the largest
decrease in the past 4 years.

® Though overall violent crime rates
decreased significantly from 1995 to
1036, the decline in the rates for rob-
bery and aggravated assault were not
statistically significant.

1 ®In 1996 males exparsnced signifi-

cantly higher victimization rates than
femmates for all violent crimes except
rape/sexual assauit. Males were 2
times more likely than females to
experlance mbbary and aggravated
assauft. -

“Aftar ratas wora adjusted following the 1992
NCVS redesign.

_ more likely to report a crime to police

- 16% lower and property crime rates

_sonal, or property crime rate increase

~ about equally by both males and

« in 48% of violent victimizations in
1996, the victim knew the offender.

* In 1996, 4 in 10 violent crimes and 3
in 10 property crimes were reported to
tha palice. Females and blacks wera

than were mates and whites.
® In 1986 violent crime rates ware
{7% lower than they were in 1993,

= Between no two co’ns’.ac’:ﬂth}e years
from 1993 to 1996 did a violent, per-

a statistically significant-amount.

* The decreasing victimization trends
during 1993-95 were experienced

females and by the racial and lncome
groups.

= Between 1993 and 19986 Hispanic
households experienced a greater
-decrease than non-Hizpanic house-
holds in the rate of property crime
victimization.




Llslz i

nEy L0 LlL

I'AA £UL 214 LIU4

L e LAWY A L AL T AR T AR

el

had e

'The figure shows
-the estimated .
annual parcentage

-zation rates from
1995 to 19886 for
the categoriea that

change In victimi

Change In violent victimizaton
by catagory, 109596
Viclentcrime categories - -
" ranked by 1090 retos [
par 1,000 popkation
- age12or over :

. Total violent 42.0 ~

comprise viclent

crime: homicide,

rape and sexual

assault, aggrava-

ted assault,

simple assault,

and rabbery, The

crime categories

are displayed

vertically acoord-

ing to thair 1996

mates par 1,000 .

papulation age

12 or over. Total

violent (the seum

- of &l types) s first

with the highest

rate and murder is

last with the lowest

rate.

| Becaise the
Natiena! Grims

Victimization

Survey (NCVS)

relies on a sample of

households, the rates and

numbers from it are esti-

mates and are not exact.

Each bar shows the rangs

within which the true per-

If & bar is clear of the

“No change" ine, we are .
reasonably cernain a
change accurred. it a bar
¢rosses the “No change®
line, there is a possibility
that there was no change.
The degree of cerlainty
depends on where the bar
crosses the line, The bars
representing the ctime
categaries where a
statistically slgnificant
ygar-to-year change
occurted are oullined.

The length of the range
bara varigs considerably
from crime to crime,
dependent on sample

© Simple assautt 28.6 '-|-

cem ¢hange in rates from -
year 1o year is likely to fall.

Aggravated assault 8.8 -1
: - Robbery 52 —+
Rape 1.4 -
Homicida .07

6% 0% o0% 0% 20%

: ' Decroase "Ne Incteass -

R change -

Percent changa In violert victimization rates

Note: The raps category
includes sexual assaults.
The changs in murder -

" rates is presented as ¢

& point since the source
of the daia, the Uniform
Crime Reports, is not -
a sample survey.
Source: BJS, National

' Crime Victimizatlon Survey,

and FBI, Uniform Crima
Heports.

size and rarity of tha event.
The value for the change in
homicide rates is given as
a point and not a range of
estimates, because homi-
cide rates are derived from
nonsample data. The mur-
der rates have no variance,
but some discrepancies
axisl between UCH rates
and Vital Statistics of the
Nationzal Center for Health
Statistics. '

Probatiilty that the yearto-y ear
change in violont victimlzatian
ocourted within the rarge -
- Best gstimaia .
v .

95%

Prabability that a
changa eccurmd

¥ Greatsr than 85%
| Greater than 50%
- Lass than 90%

For turther explanation of
this graph see the forth-
caming BJUS Technical
Report, Displaying Viclent
Crime Trends Using Esti-
‘mates from the National
Crime Victimization Survey,
NCJ 167881,

Fgwel NOTE -- Appeav-osnce of figuve vway

Criminal vlctlhlzaﬂon.

. 1995—95

Violent crime

. The Uniform Crime Reports-

{UCR) program of the FBI col-
lacts data on murder and non-
negligent mansiaughter. The
NCVS collects information about

-1 rape and sexual assauit, rob-

., bery, and simple and aggra-

vated assault,

From 1995 to 1996 both the
murder rate and the rate of vio-
lent crime in the aggregate de-

- clined about 10% (figure 1),

This decreasa in the NCVS esti-
mate was statistically significant.
Ot the four types of violent of-

- fenses measured by the NCVS

oaly simple assault showed a
significant dedline from 1995,
For aggravated assault, robbery,
and rape or sexual assault, the
apparent daclings in rates from
1995 to 1996 were not statisti-
cally significant. '

-Murder and nonnegligent
" manstaughter

The murder rate for 1996 was' '

7.4 par 100, 000 inhabitants,
with a total of 19,645 murders.
The 10% decraase in tha mur-
der rate for 1995-96 was the
largaest such decreasein 4
years. The decrease was ap-
parent acrass all sizes of cities
and ragions of the country.
{See the box on page 6.)

Violent cdﬁe measured
by the NCVS

The decrease in-overall viclent - -
crimes between 1995 and 1998
included completed rape, as-
‘'sault, and simple assauit (fable
1}. For aggravated assauit and
robbery, apparent declines in
rates from 1995 to 1996 were .

. not statistically significant. The -

rate of sexual assault did not
change from 1995 1o 1996.

2 Criminal Victimization 1996 Chﬂihﬂe : .i"\_ . lV"\a'L\ 'VQ_V”S;OV\,


http:Homicide.07

Li/FLES BT

oY LU. 1V Sl LUE Jhd LOUES

LA kL Yl R T kAR WARS P e R T Y ke

The category of assault {an aggragate
measure of aggravated and slmple as-
sauit) showed & significant decrease
from 1995 to 1996 — Just over 10%.
However, this Is a reflection of the sig-
nificant 11% decline in simple assault
from 1995 to 1996. Aggravated as-
sault continued its downward frend, but

. the 7% decrease was not statistically
signlificant.

The category of rape {which repre-
sents completed rapes) exhibited a
significant decline from 1995 to 1996.
However, because there were no de-
ciines in attemptad rape or saxual as-
sault gver the same period, this

- decreasa Is not apparent in the agare-
gate category of repe/sexual assault,

Though parsbnal theft was down 21%
from 1985-96, the change was onty
somewhat significant,

Among demographic characteristics

ethniclty was the only factor assoclated’

with a greater rate of decline in violent
crime, Between 1995 and 1996 indi-

viduals of Hispanic origin experienced .~

a significantly greater decline than
those of non-Hispanic origin in the rate
- of violent crime. The 1895-96 rate of
decreasa in violent crime was not dif-
ferent for males compared to females
* or whites compared to blacks. "

Prqperty crime

' The crimes of mator vehicle thef,

~household burglary and theft make
up the NCVS property crimes. In the
aggregate, property crime showed just
over an B% decrease from 1995 to
1996. Household burglary decreased
(but not significantly) from 1995. This -
was true for both forcible entry and
unforced antry.

Motar vehicle theft, down 20%,
showed the Targest percent change
from 1995. Both completed and at-
tempted motor vehicle thefts de-
croased significantly. The significant
8% decreasa in theft included a 13%
decreasa in thefts with a loss of under
$50. Thelts of greater economic loss

Table 1. Criminal victimization, 1855-96
Vlc:lrrﬁzatlan mas
Number of vicimiza- persons aga 12 or %1-:1?&;
_ tans (1,000's) 1,000 househ
Type of eimg 1096 1868 1895 1996 1m§mg°'
All crimos 35926 38,796 .
Porponal crimes” 10,435 8,443 485 . 435 - 03
Crimas of violence 10,022 9,125 466 420 -4.8*
Carnplated vickence 2,980 2,700 1348 124 -10.4*
Atamptadiireatonad viclenca T.061 8425 a8 20.6 2.5
Hape/Sexisol assautt 343 307 - 1.7 14 178
Rape/attempted rape 252 197 12 8 -26.0"
Rapa : 15 =] 7 A -“2 9"
. Attempted rapa : - 09 a9 S5 A& 0
. Sexual essault 112 110 5 8 0
* Rebbery 1,171 1134 54 52 3.7
Compltadproparty taken 753 157 as s a
With Infury 224 250 - .00 11 10.0
Without Injury 624 - 508 R5 23 8.0
Attompted to taka property a8 an 19 17 -105
Witz injury - BA Fit) 4 4 a
Without infury 335 298 16 . 14 -12.5
Asxauk : 8,467 7,883 395 35 4 -10.4"
Aggravaind 2,050 1,910 8.5 88 7.4
With injury: 7 533 513 25 24 -4.0
Threatened with weu.pm 1517 1,247 7.1 84 2.8
Simple 6437 5773 ' 288 266 -11.0°
With micor lnjury 1,426 1240 BE. 5.7 -1348°
Without (nury 5012 4,533 - 23 209 -10.3"
_ Pergonal thett®. - - 414 - 38 18 16 211"
Froperty crimes . 29,480 27,353 230.6 - 266.3 £
Househald burglary 6,004 4,845 49.3 472 4.3
Cormplatad 4232 4,056 41,7 1395 5,3
Forcible emry - "1570 .. 1511 ¢ 1585 147 52
Unigwful enh'yvdmotnlorce 2662" 2545 252 248 5.3
Atermpted forcible entry 773 - 788 . 7.8 7.7 1.3°
Mator vehicle theft ' 1,717 1,387 169 135 20.9°
. Complated . 1,163 938 {15 91 209"
Attampted 554 49 55 44 -20.0°
Thal’l 22769 21,120 2243 2057 83"
Compiloted® 21857 - 2030 . 2183 1977 8.0
tass than $50 8,652 7580 852 73A 104
§50-5248 T.712 1374 760 718 5.5
250 or more 4270 4218 421 411 -2.4
_ Attemptod an 818 9.0 80 =111
Note: The nurrber of victimizations may offer from those reported premuusty bocause e estimeatas
ane now based on data oollectad in each calendar yoar rather than data about evenls within a calendar
year, See Survey methodology on page 9. Complated viciert crimes include rapa, soxual assaudl,
rabbery with or without injury, eggravated essautt with Injury, and sienpie assellt with minor Injury. in
1999 the ol populstion age 12 or older was 2{0,906,900; in 1994, 213,135,890; In 1985,
216,080,690; and in 1996, 217,234,280, The tota) numiber of holtseholds in 1993 was 99,746.020; in
1894, 100,568,060; in 1995 101,504,820 and in 1898, 102,697 480,
“The difference Is significant af tha 85% confidence level,
“Tha ditfarence s sigrificant at the 90% confidance lavel.
=Tha NCVS is basad on imterviews with victins and therefore cannot meastite murder.
®Inchedes pocket plcking, purse snatching, and attempted prse snatching not shown separately.

($50-8249 and $250 or more) did
decrease somewhat between 19985
and 1996.

- Changes 1995-96 with Trends 1693-96 3
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Characteristics of victims
of vielent crime, 1996

The rate of violent victimization in 1996
varied agross demographic ¢haracter-.
istics such as sax, race, and athnicity
{table 2).

Sex of victim

Except for rape and sexual assault,
males wera more likely than females

" {o be victims of violent crime. Man
were twice as likely as women to expe-
rience aggravated assault and rohbery.
Women, however, were 10 times more
likety than men to be a victim of rape
or sexual assault.

Matas
Famales

Rape/Sexual assautt

Aggravared a3saui

o 3 6 9 12

Rate of victimlzation per 1,000
persone age 12 or glder in 1996
{See lahla 2 )

Race of vicim

Blacks were more likely than whites to
ba victims of viglent erime. Robbery
— for which blacks are victimized at 3
times the rate for whites — =hows the
greatast differance. Whiie there was
no statistically significant difference

between the rates for blacks and

whites for the overall assault category
or for simple assault, there was a dif-
ference for aggravated assault, the
more serious specific category. Biacks
were nearly twice as likaly as whites

to experience aggravated assault,

. Violent crime z
White
&4 Black

. Robbary

Aggravated assault

] 20 40 60

" Rata of victimtzation or 1,000
pergons 8ge 12 or-alder In 1998
{See table 2.)

Nota: The cfima survey mc:ludea as violant
crime tpe, robbary, and assauii .

Table 2. Rates of violent crime and personal theft, by sex, age, race,

and Hispanle origin, 1998

imizati r 1,000 5 age 3 (der
Violon crimes
A Hape/ C——ASSAUL Por-
Charactaristica ) crimes 0f Sexual Aggre- sanal
of victims. Poputation  violence' ngsaut Fobbery Total wveiad Simpie thefl
Mals 105,064,160 409 4 72 423 116 M8 1.3
Femals 112,180,110 344 243 4 289 62 7 16
12-15 15,587,620 950 26 108 823 156 €88 a3
1618 14,884,000 -1027 - 4% 120 BET 253 604 25
20-24 17533200 743 21 100 622 159 464 0 28,
2534 40876720 511 t.8 TA 422 8.8 24 12
3549 ‘81,741,430 328 - 14 3.8 277 74 203 10
50-64 34,889,360 157 A 1.8 13.8 a8 10.0 12
BS or clder 31,730,850 4.8 D 1.1 3.8 8 .0 7
Race ) .
White 182,863,380 408 - 1.3 42 353 82 212 14
Black - 26274270 523 1.8 14 8.1 134 256 19.
Other 806620 32 21 74 28B 72 168 13
Hispanl orkgin a '
Hispanie 20,502,470 44.0 12 84 . 35 106 239 a7
Non-Hispanic 194,720,580 41.6 14 49 53 85 268 13
*The Nationgl Grimes Victimization Survey Inciudes as viglent crime
repe/sexual assault, robbary, and assau %u: nat murder or manstaughter.

& Criminal Victimization 1996

Ethnicity of victim

Hispanics were twice as liksly as non-
Hispanics to falf victim to robbery and
personal theft. While the rates of vio-
lent crime ovarall and attempted vio-
lent crime did not differ significantly be-

- tween Hispanics and non-Hispanics,

Hispanlcs wera victims of complsted
violent crimes at a rate somewhat

higher than that of non-Hispanics.
Number of victimizations par
1 ﬂﬂﬂperscnoaoe 120ralder
Allviolence - 44,0 41.6
Ateinpted. - 29.4 288 .
Completed 14,9 12.0°

Neote; The National Crime Victimizaiton .
Survey axcludas murder erd manstaugiter.

. "Diference s eignificant at S0-pefcem

lavel of mnﬁdenm

Complatad violance [

Hispanic

0 3 6 8 12 16
Rate of viclimization par 1,000
Fersnns age 12 or older in 1698
See takie 2.)

Note: Ths crime eurvay ncludss aa violam
and asgaut

crime raps, mbhery.
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Age of victim

Persons between ages 12 and 15 and
between 16 and 18 had higher rates of
viclent crime victimization than those
25 or older, Persons age 12to 19
were twice as likely as those age
25-34 and 3 timas as likely as those
age 35-49 to be victims of violent
crimes. Persons age 12 to19hada
violent crime victimization rate 20
times higher than those age 65 or
older. For the crime of aggravated as-
- sault, individuals between ages 16 and
18 had a significantly higher rate of vic-
timization than any other age group.

—_———

0 20 40 80 80 100

Hate of viglanl victfmization

{raps, robbery, or assaulty In 1895
or 1,000 persona age 12 or older

f Sea table 3

income

In general, as household income levels
decrease, rates of violent crime
increase (table 3). Persons in house-
hoids with an-annual income of less
than $7,500 experienced significantly
- more violent crime than persons in
households at any other income lavel,
while persons in households with in-
comes of $75,000 or more experi-
enced significantly less than any _
others. Persons in households in the
middie range of Income ($15,000-

$49.000) had similar rates of victimiza- '

tion in comparison to one another but
significantly different rates from the
lowest and highest income groups. -

“Annyuel housahold lncome

Less than $7,600

£7,500-514,999
$15,000-324,999
25 000-334,999
$£35,000-349,959
$50,000-574,999
$75,000 6r more

0 20 40 60 a0
. Pate of victimizatlon by crimes of viclence .
{rapa, robbar* and assauit) ger 1,000
persons age 12 or oldarin 1
{Sas table 3. -

mariie! status, reglon, and location of

Table 3. Rates of viclent crime and personal theft, by fousshald income,
resldence of victims, 1956

of vicims

Housshold income : . -
Less than 87,500 . 14,774,050 653 28 9.9 25 173 352 26
87,500 - 14,999 24,184,130 521 1.8 85 4190 119 300 11
$15000-24999 . 31,700,870 441 1.4 54 373 103 269 1.5
£26,000-34099 | 29,229,160 430 19 55 356 BB 288 5
835,000 - 49,869 34058450 430 14 45 ara 88 285 1.5
250,000 - 74,999 31,607,800 376 .8 33 ' a3s 789 254 1.8
75,000 or more 23924850 305 1.0 2.0 275 55. 220 15

Marital status : . '

Nover mamod 66,676,840 79.1 23 104 658 160 499 25
Mameq 112,157,460 205 3 20 182 48 134 B
Divorcadiaoparated 22925400 025 a5 8.8 502 123 374 22
‘Widowed . 13,724,480 72 a 1.1 sB8 22 88 5

. Hm -

. Northeast - 42645610 317 1.4 5.4 2.9 70 238 K
Midwest 51833600 437 . 17 52 8L 70 289 15
Sauth 76,436,880 2375 1.0 44 @ 321 88 2386 12
Wast . 48418200 515 1.8 63 434 118 316 15
Urban 63,937,110 B5.1 2.0 104 27 1T A 24
Suburban 104,784,740 389 13 33 342 76 284 1.4
Rural 40,302,420 S18 ] 25 283 72 211 -

“The National Crime Victimlzalion Survey Indudes as vidlent crime

rape/sexual assautt, robbery, and assault bit not murder or manalaughtar.

Manta! stalus

 Individuals who had never mamed or :
-who had separated or divorced had

higher rates of violent crime and per-

sonal theft than those who were mar-

riad or widowsd. For gverall viclent
crimes, those who had never married

ware 4 times more llkely than mamied

persons to be victimized,

.M dNever manisd

gfrie

Rohbary Dwmcad,-'separamd
Wedowad

Aggravated “ _

assault

. Anpe/
Sexuel
assault

0 4 8 12 18

Rata of vietlmization per 1,000
IEORG age 12 or aider in 1096
faae tabla 3

Hegian

Gonsmderad by reglon, We.stem resi-
dents were the maost likely in the
United States to be victims of violent
crime. The South and the Northeast
were indistinguishable from each other
in victimization rates for overall violent
crime, rape/sexua!l assault, robbery,
and assault The Midwest had gener-
ally higher ratas of vialent victimization
than the South and Northeast but
lower rates than the West..

Northeast“ S
Midwest ”
South }
West

60

o 20
Rate of violent victimizetion per
1,000 pergons age 12 or older
(Sea table 3.)

 Changes 1995-96 with Trends 1993-96
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- Urbanization

City dwellers had a significantly greater
ikelihood than suburbanites and rural
residants to be victims of all types of
violent crime and of personal theft.
Except for rabbery and rape/saxual
assault, for which differences were
negilgible, individuals in suburban
areas were more likely than those In
rural ereas ta experlence violant crims.

Violenl aims

fate of victimlzation per 1, 000
arsone age 12 or oldar in 1896
f See table 3.}

Nota; The erime survay hdtdas as violent
crima repe, robbery, and

Vietim=-offender relationship

Half of the victims of nonfatal violent

victimizations knew the offender. If the

victim knew the offender, a violent _
crime was more likely to be completed
rather than left as a threat or attempt.
" Among categories of violent ¢crime in-
cluded in the NCVS, the greatest likeli-
hood of the victim's knowing the -
offender occurred with rape — 68% of
tha rape victims. The least {ikelihood
was with robbary; 23% of robbery vic-
tims knew the offender.

Percant of viotent crime
victimizations, 1996 :

Stranger  Nonstnger

NCVS viokont crima

47.5% . 48.2%
Atlempted 498 457
Completed 441" 5127
Rape/sexual 201%" . 67.5%"
aagauit ’
Robbery 7 .23
Assault L 4T - 50.87
Aggravated 48.5 452
Simple 438 R29°

Nols: The Mational Crime Victimization Sur-
voy includes a3 violent crime rapa, robbaty,
and aasault but not murder or manslaughter,
*Significam at 95-percent laval of confidance.

& Criminal Victimization 1996

of vlcﬂrna and location, 1893-98

Murder and nonnegligent rnunslaughtar. by characterlsﬂes

Percent of murders .

Charactaristic of and ﬂm'ﬂ!ﬂi’ﬂﬂ@ﬁ%ﬁ&__

victim of location - 1883 - 1994 .

Race of victim 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%. . 1000%
White - 46,0 - 452 48,0 . 483 -
Black _ BT A 50.8 - 484 482 - .
Other o 24 . 23 2.7 27
Nt repotted g I 1.0 5

Bex of victim : . 100.0% 100.0% .. 100.0% 100.0% -
Maje TTA 784... 768 76.9
Femgale : . 227 215 . 232 . 229
Not reported 2 A 2 a.

Age of vigtlm 100.0% 103.0% 1000% - 10000
Under 18 1.8 114 1241 12.4
18 of over . Br.D 86.8 862 B6.3
Uniknowh - : 14 1.8 1.7 13

ol waapon used 100,0% 100.0% 1000% = 100.0%
696 700 - 682 G678
Knlfe : , 127 12,7 127 135
Bhmt object - 4.4 4.1 45 . 46
Personal waapon : 50 53 58 - - 54
Othar .- . 82 18 87 . 82

Roglon - - : .
Northeast B2 T4 62 54
Michwes! 76 75 B9 - B84
South 113 L1 S - X1 80
Weast 29 94 2.0 .7

Urben characte.r
Métropolitan elfes” - - - 108 100" .4 a1
Smaller dtag™ : 53 48 47 45

- Rumad nountlgs 54 . 80 .50 47
" Numbar of murdens and : .

nonnagligent manslsughtare 24,530 23330 21810 19,660

"Metropoiitan cifes ars thosa In Matropoliten Statistical Areas
(MSA), and smalier cities are these otzida an MSA,

Source: FBI Uniform Crimae Flepon.f..

Murder In the United States, 1996

Statistics on murder are compiled

from over 16,000 ¢ity, county and
| State law enforcement agencies as

part of the FBY's Uniform Crime Re-
parting program (UCR}. For 1996
the UCR showed 19,645 murders —
a rate of 7.4 murders per 100,000
persans. The number of murders per
100,000 U.S. population in 1996 is

| 10% lower than in 1995,

| The FB! défines murder in Its annual

report Crime in the United Statas as
the willfu! {nonnegligent) killing of one

| human being by another. The inci-
dence of murder varies across differ- . -

ent victim characteristics. .

s 77% of the victIms were male.. -

* 13% of murder victims were under
age 18; 28% wera under age 23.
Individuals age 18-22 repfesent
15% of murder victims but only 7%
of the U.S. population.

- Whltes and blacks each made up
48% of myrder vlctlms

* Firearms were the weapons used
in‘about 7 of every 10 murders.

» The number of murders declined
from 1995 to 1996 for all regions.
with the largest decrease — 13% —
oeeurring in both the Northeast and

- West.

* |n 1993-96 the murder rate dropped
22%. During this period the-North-
east experienced a 34% decrease

-and city dwellers a 24% decrease. - -
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‘Characteristics of viétlms :
of property cﬂrrle, 1998

Hace/eﬂmlao/ of head of househord

There were slgnificant dufferences in
praperty crime rates for black versus
white households and Hispanic versis
non-Hispanic households (table 4).
For overali property crimae, hausehold
burglary, motor vehicle theft and theft,
black and Hispanic households were
more tikely to experience property
crimes than white or non-Hispanic
households, respectively.

Black households wera twice as ilkely

_ as white households, and Hispanic
households twice as likely as non-
Hispanic housgholds to be victimized

* by motor vehicle theft.. '

: —] Whita
Burglary Black
Mato? vehicia theft E '

Mgtor vehicie theft

0 20 40 &0 80

Rata of victimization par 1 000 households
in 1896 {Ses table 4, .

Note: Tha rage or ethnicity [ that
of lha household head.

Region, urbanization, and home
ownershfp

Rates of property crime victimization
were often diffarent according to level
of urbanization, place of residance,
and home ownership. For each type of
property crime, people living in ranted
homes or apartments had a signifi- -
cantiy higher rate of victimization than
thoseliving in their own homes. Rent-

- ars were 1% times as likely as home
owners to be victims of burglary and -
theft.

| HOUSehoIds in the West had the great-
est risk of property crime. For overall
property crimes, motor vehicle theft,

and theft, households in the West had
significantly higher victimization rates
-than the households in the Nartheast,
Midwest, and South. For burglary, the
South joined the West in having higher
victimization rates than other ragions.

Househalds in urban, suburban, and
rural areas had significantly different .
rates of victimization. Compared to
suburban and rural households, house-
holds in urban areas were the most
likely to be victime of property crimes.

“Except for burglary, urban households

- had the highest rates of property

_ crime, foliowed by suburban house-

holds and then rural households. For
burglary, suburbian-households experi-
enced the lowest rate, while urban
households had the highest.

100 200 aod 40

Rate of housahold crima vigtimization
far 1,000 houssholds (n 1996
See 1abla 4. '

o

income

The most noticeable differances in rate
of victimization for househaolds of dif-
ferent income levels were for burglary
and theft. Househalds with incomes
under $7,500 and those between

Table 4, Household property ¢rima victimization, by race, Hispanie origin,
household Income, reglon, and home ownarship of haussholds victimizod, 1898
1 ‘of househaid or _househoids, - . . Motor vehicle

head of housshold 15996 - Tota) Burglary theft : Thett

Race . '

-~ White 86.328.9?0 2589 443 12.1 a03.5
Black 12,610,740 310.0 683 222 2185

", Othar 3,267,760 2684 39.4 165 2125

Higpanlc origin -

Hispanic 8029,100 3281 882 = - 248 247.3
Non-Hlspanic 94,048,690 2612 484 125 2023

Housshald incnom ] . .

“l  Lessthan $7,500 9,169,350 2827 745 11.8 196.5
$7,500- 14,998 13106430 2475 585 1ns 1765
$15,000-24,098 * - 15715240 2731 458 1C % B 2131
325,000 - 34,959 13,528,800 2851 478 145 2228
£35,000 - 48 959 14894950 287.6 383 164 2321

" $50,000 - 74,889 12,444,620 2340 8.1 14.4 - 2316
$75,000 or more 6,671,690 304.8 418 144 268.3
Region ’ _
Northeast 20287590 2152 55 12.0 167.8
. Midwest 24,933,450 240.6 44,4 - 100 - 185.1
South 36,181,470 2589 51.0 132 . 195.7
Wast L21.284,940 3468 85.0 19.6 2710

Residenca '

" Urban 31,501,620 3345 . 642 203 250.0
Suburban 48,322,180 2505 . ars 2.9 1899
Rural 22873600 2060 T 43.7 54 150.9

{ Homa ownorship
Cwerind 66,708,710 2337, 389 10.7. -184.1
Ranted 354898,780 327 626 188 2458

Changes 1995-96 with Trends 1993-96 7
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$7,500 and $14,999 were more likely
to be victims of household burglary
than those with household Incomes
of $15,000 or higher, but less llkaly
to be victims of theft.
Annual housahoid Income
Lexs than §7 500
27 .500-14,960
$16,000-24,5999 |
$25,000-94,699 m
$385,000-49,800
$50,000-74,999
£75,000 ar mora .
0 20 40 80
Rate of housahold burgla

ar 1,000 households in 1985
Fsae tabla 4.)

Annual housghold income
Less than $7,6500 K i

$7,500-14,969
$15,000-24,909 m
£25,000-34 000 &
$35,000-49,809
$50,000-74,990 B
875,000 or more K
' 0 50 100 160 200 250

. Rate of howsshoid theft
per 1,000 hcuaehdds in 1996
{Seatablo 4) ,

Reporting to the police

The percentage of victimizations that .
were reporied to law enforcement
authorities varied by type of crime and
victim characteristic. Of all types of
victimizations, motor.vehicie theft had
the highest rate of being reported to
the police — 76%, compared to 35%
of property crime overall. The victim or
someone elsa reported 43% of all vio-
lent crimes to authorities. Thirty-one
parcent of the rapes or sexual assaults
were reparted to police.

Percent of crime
reparted 1 the
polics :
> NI w‘ctimlzauens 35.8%
Vlolent crima 42.8%
Rape /Sexual aseault 0.7
Robbery 539
Assait o 41.6
Simple - . .ar3
Aggravated R
Househeld crima UB%
Burglary 50.8
Mot vehicle theft 78.5
284

Thett -

8 Criminal Victimization 1996

" Victim 5"&%}:‘?‘;“ Females wera t"ho_ra licely than maies,

charactenistic poriad b tha police and blacks more likely than whitss, to
Al - 428% ‘report a crime to the police.

Mala 290 Victimization trands, 19
Mabo B0 - Victimizatlon trends, 1993-96 |
Whita 414 While not all year-to~year changés
E%ank " 452-? ware statistically significant for the de-
Now Hispani azs tatled vicﬁmizaﬁon categories, there

Table 5. Rates of criminal victimization and percent change. 1983-86
Victimization rates(perl uoup-eraom age 12cu-ddaror )

S per 1,000 households)
- Parcant
Type of crime 1903 1994 1995 1996 199396109486 199696
Paraonal crimos* ‘822 841 485 435 167" 196" 103"
Crimes of vidlance 498 518 466 420 158 -188* 89"
Completad vidlenca 450 154 138 124 473* -196* Q1
Attampladihreatanad volance 348 184 324 286 -i52- 187 |a
Rape/Sexual assault 25 21 17 14 -440* 333 78
Rape/atiomptad rape 16. 14 .12 9 438' 367° 2507
Rapa .0 T 7 .4 600" 428" 429
Atamptedrape . J. 7 & 6. 288 288" . O
Gexual assmmt . A B 5 5 375 187 0
Robbery o 60 683 54 52 33 75* a7
Completediproperty taken ‘3B 4D 95 '35 79 25 0
W Infury . 13 14 10 11 64 214 10.0
Without infury g 25 26 25 23 80 <115 9.0
- Attampled 1o take proparty 22 23 19 17 227 261* 105
"Wt injury - ‘4. 8 . a4 A 0 - -3353° 0
-Without [njury , 18 17 18 14 222 478 -125
Assauil 414 433 395 354 1457 182" -104*
Aggraveted 120 11 95 8B 267" -26.0° 7.4
Whhinjury 34. 83 25 24 -294° A -4.0
Ttwaatened with weapan B8 66 V1 64 . -256° .-258" 49
Smpla © 294 ME 209 288 £5° -IBE6* -1.0*
With miner inpry 61 68 B8 57 66 -1B2* -136*
Withowt Injury 233 247 233 209 103 -154° . 103"
Personel theft® ' 23 24 18 15 a48" JTE 2T
Proparty crimes 2188 3102 2005 2663 -165° -142* . 93"
- Househdid burglary 582 5B3 493 472 1807 -162¢ 44
Completed 472 481 417 395 -163* -14.3° 5,3
Forcible entry 181 1689 155 147 - 188" 130" A2
Unlawiul entry withoitd force 291 292 262 248 .148* 151" 53
Attormpted forcible entry .109 102 78 77 24t 245 13
Motor vetiicia thaft - 190 188 169 135  -24.9° 282* 201"
Completed : 124 125 115 "84 266 Q2 208"
Atternpted . §6 63 &5 44 333 302" -200*
Thett 241.7 2351 2243 2057 -148° 125" 83-
Complated® 2301 2243 2153 197.7  -141- -1i8* 82°
Lass than S50 @87 935 852 738 .-252° 211" -134°
$50-5249 761 770 760 T8 .57 £.7* £.5'
$250 or more 416 418 421 410 -1.2- 1.7 247
Attlempted 1186 108 90 &0 -31.6° -250° A1

Note; Victimzation rates may ditfer {rorm thosa repdrnted previously because the estimates are now
based on data coilected in each calendar yeqr rather than data about events within a calendar year,
(Sea Survay Methodology on page 9.) Completad viclert crimnes include rape, saxual assault, rob-
bery \q:t:p‘ or wiﬂwut injury, aggravated assault with injuty, and simple aasault with n'dnor injury.
“The difference is significant atthe 85% confldence level,

““The differants s significant al the 30% confidencs kevel.

1 ~The victimization survey cannot measute murder because of the inability to quastion the victim,

*|ncludea pockst picking, purse snatshing, and at(errpted purse snatd'ung not shcwn saparateh;
Sinciudas thefts with unknown [LLLY.1S
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was a statistically significant decline in
tha overali rates betwesn 18583 and

1996 for violent and property crimes
{table 5). '

Murder/nonnegkgent mandaughter

" The numbar and rate of murder in all
regions of the United Siates have de-
¢linad steadily since 1993. (See the
box on page €. } The c¢haracteristics
of murder victims have remeinad
relatively stable during that time.

Violent crime

The general pattamn among viclent
crimes measured by the NCVS was a
nonsignificant increase in both the -
number and rate of victimization

between 1993 and 1994 andthena

-.dacling through 1996. While some
year-to-year changes in victimization

. rates for violert crime in the aggre-
gate, for rape and sexual assault and
assault (both aggravated and simple}
wara not significant, the declines for

" these crimes over the whole pariod
wera statistically significant,

Personal theft

Personal theft includes pocket picking
and attempted and completed purse
snatching. The pearsonal theft rate de-
creased significantly from 1993 to -
1986. '

PraperTy crime

When broken into its component rates
of household burglary, motor vehicle
thefl, and theft, property crime shows
.a differant pattern than viclent of-
fenses. There was a slight, steady de-
cline for all property ¢rimes from 1993
to 1996. However, as was the case
with violent offenses, not every year-
to-year decrease was significant,
though the rate in 1996 was signifi-

cantly lower than the rate in 1933 for -

each type ‘of property cri me..

Charactaristics of victims

The general downward trend in crimi-
nal victimization can be seen across
demographic characteristics such as
sax, race, and income. Malesand
females, blacks and whites, and those.
at different Income levels experiencad

__simitar rates of decline for overall vio-
“lent and property crime victimizations

from 1 993 t0 1996.

' The one characteristic associatad with

a mare rapid decline in victimization -

"was ethnicity. Betwean 1993 and

1996 the decrease in the rate of prop-

" ety crime was greater for Hispanlc
- households than for non-Hispanic

households.

'For some segments of the poputation

the rate of specific cimes did not
decline significantly between 1993 and
1996. For example, blacks did not
experience a significant decrease in

. the rate of aggravated assault. and

Hispanies did not experience a decline

in the rate of robbery, 1993-96.

Survey methodolo'gy :

Except for homicide data obtained
from the FBI's Uniform Crime Report-
ing program, this report presents data
from the National Crime Victimization
Survey (NCVS}). The NCVS obtains .
information about crimes from an on-
going, nationally represantative sample
of househoids in the-United States.

- NCVS data include both those Inci-

dents reported and those not reported
1o the police. In 1996 approximately
45,400 housaholds and 94,000 peaple

. age 12 or older were interviewed. For

the 1996 NCVS data presented here,.
the response rates were 93% of eligi-
ble households and 91% of allglble

: snd:wduals

. - . . !

Calendar year estimates

Previous reports in this series have
presented data on incidents occurring
during a given calendar year. Because
of the 6-month retrospective nature of
tha survey, 17 months of interviews,
culminating in June of the year follow-
ing the year being estimated, were
required to produce these annual

. sk mates

Beg‘mning with this report, annual
NCVS estimates are based on data
collected in interviews canductsd dur-
ing the calendar year being estimated.
For example, 1996 data reprasent inci-

- dents reported during interviews con-
_ducted January through December

19896. This change is being made to
expedite reporting of NCVS data. The

- 1993-85 data pressnted in the tables

wore recalculated to represent the data
collected during those respactive cal-

. endar years,

_Anaiyses ha’va compafed the victlmiza-

tion information coflected in a calendar
year to that cotlected about victimiza-

' . tions expsrisnced in the same caleridar

year. The results of the analyses
show that the impact of the change on
annual estimates is small. For exam-
ple, the viclent crime rate for 1995
based on the old method was 44.5 per
1.000 persons age 12 or older, com-
pared to 46.6 based on the new
method, The differences will be
greater during periods of changing
crime rates and less during perlods of .
stabie rates. :

Changes 1995-96 with Trends 1993-96 9
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Computation of standard errors

The comparisons mada in this report
were tested to determine whether the
observed differences between groups
or over time were statistically signlfi-
-cant. Comparisons mentioned in the
repart passed a hypothesis test at the
.05 level of statistical significance (or
the 95% confldence level}. This
means that the estimated difference

- between comparisons was greater
- than twice the standard error of that

difference. For comparisons that were
found to be statistically significant at
the 30% confidence level, tha term
somewhat is usad.

. Caution should be used when compar-
ing estimates not discussed in the text.
Seemingly large differences may not
be statistically significant at the §5% or
evan the 90% confidance level.

_| sity of Michigan, 1-800-999-0960.

ICPSR 6406.

This report and additional data, = .
analyses, and graphs about criminal
victimization in the United States are
available on the Internet at )

http:/Awww.ojp.usdoj.govibjs/

Data presented in this report may be
obtained from the Nationa! Archive of
Crimina! Justica Data at the Univer-

The archive may also be accessed
‘thraugh the BJS Wab site. When at’
the archive sita, search fo_r data set

Gaiculations were conducted with sta~

- tistical programs developed specifically

for tha NCVS by the U.S. Bureau of
tha Census. These programs take into
account the complax NCVS sample
design when calculating generallzed

., varlance estimates.

The Bureau of Justice Statistics

Is the statistical agency of the

U.S. Department of Justica.

Jan M. Chalken, Ph.D., is director. -

This report continues the BJS Bulle-
tin saries of Criminal Victimization,
B.JS Bulletins present the first re-
lease of findings from permanent
data coliection programs such as the
Natlonal Crime Victimization Survey.

Chery! Ringel, BJS, wrote this repart.
Marianne Zawitz, BJS Statistician,
and Michael Maltz, BJS Feliow, pro-
duced figure 1 and the figura on this
page. Cathy Maston and Greg War-
chol provided statistical review. Tom
Hester edited and produced the re<

| port. Marliyn Marbrook, assisted by

Jayne Hobinson and Yvonne Boston,
administered final production.

November 1997, NCJ-165812

The best estimate and range of estimates
\islers vietimizations :

Probability that the violent
victim|zation estimate
oceurred within the rnge

Beaat
estimate

0 e
1973 1979 1989

1696

Note: Because of changes made to the victimization survay,
data prior tp 1982 are adjusted W maka them comparable

to data collected undar the redeslgned meathadoloqgy.

Seurce: National Crime Victimization Survey, 1973-86.

Because the Nationat Crime Victimiza-

© tion Survey (NCVS) relles on a sam-

ple of houssholds, the rates and
numbers from it are estimates and
ara not exact.

The figure shows trends In the violert
viclimizatlon rate: each bar shows the
range within which the true victimiza-
tion rate 3 likely to tall for the indi-
cated year and the lina represents the
best estimate, the most likely value for
the rate in each year which is the pub-
lished number. Thera is a greater
[keiihood that the true rate will fall
near the bast estimate, and the bars
‘reftect that likelfhood: the darker the
har segment the greatar the
fikalthood.

Thae difference between two estimates
is considered significant when thelr
range bars do not overlap. The preci-

_sion in the estimate depends almost

entirely an the sample size. For mote
explanation of thig graph see the
farthcoming BJS Tachnical Report,
Displaying Violsnt Crime Trends Using
Estimatas from the National Crime
Victimization Survey, NCJ 167881,

Appendix figure .
10 Criminal Victimization 1996
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U.S. Department of Ju.sr.loe.

" Federal Bureau of Invesogation

Wushingon, D, C. 20535

FBINATIONAL PRESS OFFICE | _FOR RELEASE
(202) 324-3691 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1997
3 AM. EASTERN TIME

The Federal Bureau of Investigation announced today that serious rep_orted criﬁe in
the United States declined 3 percent in 1996, the fifth consecutive annual reduction.

Violent crime dropped 6 percent and property crime was down 2 percent from 1995
lévels, the FBI gaid In releasing ﬁ_na.l Unifonﬁ Cﬁme Reporting (UCR) Program statistics for fast

‘For violent cnmes, the reductions in 1996 from 1995 totals were murder, 9 percént;
forcible rape, 2 percent; robbery, 7 percent; and agg:ravated assaglt, 6 percent,

For property crimes, the reductions were burglary, 4 percent; larceny-theft, 1
percent; motor-vehicle theft, 5 percent; and arson, 3 percent o

In 1996, the South had 40 percent o_f reported senious crime; the West, 24 percént;
~ the Midwest, 21 percent; and the Northeast, 15 percent. Crime was down 8 pcrcenf in the West, 7
ple:rccnt in the Northeast, 1 percent in the Midwest; it was up 1 percent in the South.

Sertous crime dropped 5 .percent last year in the Ngtion’s 64.Il;é;st cities—those
with populations of 250,000 or more—and violent cnime was down 7 percent.

The 1996 total of nearly 13,5 -million sertous crimes 15 7 percent below 1992

figures. The number of violent crimes in 1996 was 13 percent below the 1992 levei and was the



lowest total since 1989 but remained 13 percenlt above the 1987 level. The number of rapes was
the lowes;t since 1989 and the number of burglaries the lowest in more than 20 'yea:s_.

The UCR is based on reports slubmittcd by more than 16,000 city, county, and state -
law enforcement agencies. The 1996 data are pu'blilsh ed in Crime in the United States, the FBI's

annual report which was released today.
Highlights from the 1996 edition include:

| Crime Volume

«-- The 1996 Crime Index tota) of approximately 13.5 million offenses representsa
3-percent decline from the 1995 total. Five- and 10-year comparisons show the 1996 national total -
has dropped 7 percent siﬁce 1992 and is virtually the same as in 1987. |

| | Crime Rate

—-The Crime Index rate of 5,079 offenses per 100,000 Unitéd States inhabitams
was 4 percent lower than the 1995 rate. The 1996 rate was the lowest since 1984; it was 10
percent below the 1992 rate; and 8 pércent lower than the 1987 ﬁgu.r'e._____-

- -—Regionally, the Crime Index rate in the South was 5,72;? offenses per 100,000
inhabitants; 5,528 in the West; 4,664 in the Midwest; and 3,899 in the Northeast, All regions
reported rate declines from 1995 levels.

--- The Nation’s Metr(.Jpolit_an Statistical Areas (MSAs) also ex[.')e.rienceci a decrease -
in the Crime Index rate—5,512 'reponed offenses per 100,000 population in 1996, compared with

-

5,761 in 1995.



Violent Crime ..

--- The number of ﬁolmt crimes reported to the Nation's law enforcement agencies
during 1996 was the lowest total recorded since 1989. The rate of 634 violent crimes for every
I1 00,000 inhabitants was th.e lowest since 1987,

-—All individual violent cﬁmw showed declines in volume and rate from, 1995 to
1996.

---Data collected in 1996 on weapons used in connection with murder, robbery, and
aggravated assault show that personal weapons (hands, fists, feet) were used in 30 percent of the
offenses and that firearms were used in 29 percent

| Property C .ri‘me

«--The estimated property crime totat—11.8 million. offeﬁs&s—was down 2 percent
from the 1995 total.

---The pro;.;nerty crime rate was 4,445 offenses per 100,000 population, 3 percent
lower than the 1995 figure. |

---All property crime categories declined in vo.Ium.e and rate.

. ~~The dollar value of proi:erty stolen in connection with Ptoperty.crimes in 1996
;\ras estimated at more than $15 billion—an average loss per offense of $1l274. |
Hate Crime

---Crime in the United States 1996 includes ﬂata oﬂ bias cfimes, 1e, criminal

offenses committed. agai.nst persons, property, of society motivated by the offender’ﬁ bias against a

race, religion, ethnic/national oi‘igin Broup, or sexual-orentation group.



~~-The UCR Progﬁm began collecting hate crime &a‘l:a in 1992. That year, 6,181
law enforcement agencies covering 1'2.9.2 million U.S. inhabitants pam‘cipate-d In 1996, 11,355
agencies f.overing 223.7 million of .the pbpu!ﬁtjon reported to the Program.

---Crimes against persons compdsed 69 percent of the 10,702 offenses reported.
Amo ng the crimes agaist persdﬁs, intimidation accounted for approximately 56 perceﬁt; simple
assault and aggfavated assault accounted for approximately?t} percent and 20 percent,
respectively, murder and rape each accounted for less than 1 percent.

---Of all offenses reported, 6,768 were motivated bylracial bias; 1,497 bjr religious
bias; 1,253 by sexu#l-orientation bias; and 1,179 by ethnic bias.

Criﬁe Clearances

~---Law enforcement agenci_es nationwide recorded a 22-perceﬁt Crime Index
clearance rate in 1996. Th_e_clgamnce rate-for violent crimes was 47 percent; for propesty crimes,
18 percent. |

---Among the Crime Index offenses, the clearance rate was highest for murder, 67
percent, and lowest for burglary and motor vehicle theft, 14 percent each.

---Offenses involviﬁg only juvenile offenders (under 18 years of age) accounted for
2) percent of the Crime Index offenses cleared, 13 percent of the ;.:iolent crime clearances; and 23
percent of the property crime clearances.

Arrests

---Excluding traffic violations, law enforcement agencies madg an estimated 15.2

million arrests for all éri:ﬁinal infractions in 1996, an increase of 1 percent over the previous.year's

figure. The highest arrest counts were for larceny-theft, drug abuse violations, and driving.under



the inﬂuénce, each at IAS_ million, Arresté. for simple assa_ﬁlts followed at 1.3 millio.n.' Relating the
number of arrests to the total U.S. population, the rate was 5,838 arrests per 100,000 population.

--For the 2-year period 1995-1996, juvenile arrests rose 3 percent while adult
arrests showed virtually no change. Violent crime arrests of juveniles de_cfe.ased 6 pércent and
those of adults, 3 percent.

---Of all persons arrested in 199§, 45 percent were under the aée of 25, 79 percent
were male, and 67 percent were white.

-~Females and juveniles were most often arrested for the offense of larceny-theft.
Males were mo.st often arrested for drug abuse violations and dnving under the influence.

Murder

--The murd_ell'. count for 1996 totaled 19,645, 9 percent lo%r than the 1995 total
and 17 percent lower than the number reported in 1992. The murder rate was 7.4 offenses per
100,000 il'lhabitant';.

---Based on supplemental data received for 15,848 of the reported murders, 77
percent of murder victims in 1996 were males and 87 percent ware persons 18 years or older. The
percentage of white and black murder victims was equal at 49 percent. B

‘---Data based on a'total of 18,108 murder 6ﬁ'enders show ﬁ-'lat 90 percent of the
assailants were male, and 86 percent were 18 years of age or older. Fifty-two percent of the
offenders were black and 45 percent were white. |

---Over 50 percent of murder victim.s knew their Iassa.ilants. Among all female

murder victims 1n 1996, 30 percent were slain by husbands or boyfriends, while 3 percent of the

male victims were slain by wives or girlfriends.



---Arguments led to 31 percent of the murders, and 19 percent résﬁlted from
felonious activities such as robbery, arson, and other crimes.

---AS$ In previols years, ﬁfeanns were the weapons uged in approximately 7 out of
every 10 murders reported.

Forcible Rape

---The total of 95,769 forcible rapes reported to law enforcemenf during 1996 was

the lowest total since 1989, The 1996 count was 2 percent lower than in 1995
. «~-In the Uniform Crime Reporting Program, the victims of forcible rape are always
female. In 1996, an estimated 71 of every 100,000 females in the country were reported rape
victiins, a rate that is | pe.rcent lower than the 1995 rate.
Robbery

—--The 1996 estimated robbery total was 537,050 or 202 robberies per 100,000

popﬁlaﬁon nationw;ide. Rﬁbberies decline& 7 percent in 1996 as compared to 1995 levels.
| -—--Monetary loss attributed to property stolen in connection with this offense was

estimated at nearly $500 million. Bank robberies resulted in the highest average loss, $4,207 per -
offense; gas station robbenes the lowest, $487. .

—-Robbenes on streets or highways at-:counted Ifor 51 percenf of the offenses in .this
category.

---In 1996, robberies committed with firearms accounted fof 41 pércent of the fotal,
Raobberies commutted with the use of strong-arm tactics accounted for 39 perc;nt.

Aggravated Assault o

--Over 1 million aggravated assaults were reported to Jaw enforcement in 1996,

down G percent from the 1995 total.



---Thirty-four percent of aggravated assaults in 1996 were commuitted with blunt.
-objects or other dangerous weapons. Personzal weapons such as hands, fists, and feet were used in
26 percent of reported incidents; firearms in 22 percent; and knives or cutting instruments in {8
percent.

Burglary

---The estimated tota] of 2.5 million burglaries in 1996 rcpreseﬁted the lowaest
ﬁgﬁre in more than 20 years.

- As in previous years, residences were the target of 2 of every 3 burgiaries.
Sixty-six pérccnt of all burglaries involveci foreible entry, and 51 percent occurred during dayiight
hours. The average loss for resideﬂtial offenses was $1,350.

Larceny-theft

---Larceny-theft, with an estimated total of 7.9 million offenses, comprised 67
percent of the propetty crime total for the year, ‘[

---The total dollar loss to victims nationwide was over $4 billion during 1996, The
average value of property siolen was $532 per incident.

---Thefts of i‘notor vehiclel parts, accessories, and content_s:_r_jxade up the largest
ﬁortion of reported larcenies—36 bercem. |

.Motor Vehicle Theft
| --—-A lower number of motor vehicles were reported stolen last year than in any year

since 1987-—under 1.4 million. From the 19'95_ numt;er, the decrease 1n both the Nation and in
cities was S percent. | )

~--The estimated averapge value of stolen motor vehicles at the time of theft was

$5,372 per vehicle. The estimated total value of vehicles stolen nationwide was nearly $7.5 billion.



Arson
-—A total of 88,887 arson offenses was reported in 1996.
. ---AS In previous yeé.rs, structures were the most frequent targets of arsonists in

1996—48 percent of the reported incidents. Residential property wes involved'i.n 59 percent of the
strucfural arsons during the year; 40 percent of the arsons were directed at single-family dwellings.

-=In 19.9.6, the mo.netary value of property damaged due to rcPOfted arsonls averaged |
$10,280 per offense. | |

«--Of the arsons cleared by law enforcement during 1996, 45 percent involved only
people under the aée of 18, a higher percentage of juvénile involvernent than for any other Indéx
crime. | |

.Law Enforcement Employees

—--A total of 13,025 city, county, and state police agencies submitting Uniform
Crime Reporting data reported collectively emplaying 595,170 officers and 234,668 civilians in
1996, Reporting agencies pro;rided law enforcement services to nearly 249 mullion U.S.
inhabi'tants.

---The average rate of 2.4 full-time officers for every .I,OOQ”inhabitants across the
country was unchanged from the 1995 rate. .-

| ---Geographically, the highest rate of sworn officers to population was recorded in

the Northeastefn States, with 2.8 officers per 1,000 inhabjtants,

: Select 1996 Uniform Crime Reporting data will be available on the FBI’s
World Wide Web site at http://www.fbi.gov '


http:bttp:/!www.fbi.gov
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PETER D. HART RESEARCH ASSQCIATES, mc q l J o . Study #5492-page 1
AMERICAN VIEWPOINT. D & : RIAA Youth Survey
April 1999 :
1724 Connecticut Avenue, NW- - = interviewa® 301 13- to 18-vear olds
Washington. DC 20008 - T : Dates: April 26-May 1, 1989
(202) 234-5570 : : S _ :
FINAL o . o . 50 Male
. o 50 Female
Study #5482 _ T ' o ' - [109]
RIAA Youlh Survey ' S : ' . _
April 1999
Please note: all results are shown as percentages uniess otherwise stated.
1, . Would you please tell me your age?
12.and UNEBT ..o ooorvcrrerne - .~ - TERMINATE  [137]
130 . 17 ' -
) U DR 16
15..... Lereeessasestasemereernrre 18 CONTINUE
16 S 18
17 e v et R ¥
18 and over, . o "= . TERMINATE
L\ [0/ 1] - SRR '
2.  Generally speakmg. are you happy or unh.appy with the way things are gomg for you persona.lly these--
days’
Ganerally RBPDY...c..iccesrsvmmsmcnvenas B7 [136]
Generally unhappy.......cvseeveeiveee - 10 .
NOt SUM® 1uicorsemrarecacnen eseeeareanas 3
3. Which ONE ar TWO of the following do you foel are the hamdest thmgs abaut bemg a teenager loday? -
{ACCEPT UP.TO TWQ RESPONSES.)
THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE HJGHEST PERCENTAGE
Academic pressure to get good grades .......... N 38 [139]
Not having enough tUme to relex and just have fun.. 34 >
. Getting your parents to liste:1 to you end
UNAEISLENG YOU .oovvrmirrrrrsmsas cecsnanimeamensnssassmsninnvasaseses 19
Fear of violence ... rrvmrarans .17
Problems of fitting in suc:auy and being accepted
. for WO YOU 88 .o cerrsive s rvanssrsess e rrt s e encsaeems - 18
Precsures to get invalvad w. th drugs or alcohal....... 13
All equally hard (MOL) .....covrcminim i vrasme s e , 2
None/other (VOL} wvirinare e, R 3

NOLSUMB......o s s st et



05/03/99 MON 09:48 FaX

+
B

PETER D, HART RESEARCH ASSOCIATES, INC. L Study #5492~page 2

AMERICAN VIEWPOINT

RIAA Youth Survey

Apri 1999

da,

4b.

How easy do you feel it is for you o flt in socially with the other students at your gchool and be accepted for
who you are—very easy, pretly easy, not that easy, or not easy at ail? .
Very E8BY oot 33 (1401
Protty 985y .o imeriennn - 50 )
Not that easy.........c.cccocreeeverrnnnanne 12
Not easy at all......ococivereenaeaes 4
Not BUM ... 1
'Would you say that the students at your schoof are generally accepting of kids who are different from them
and that they do their best ta get along with all different kinds of kids, or would you say that studants a{ your
school are not genarally accepling of kids who are dlfferent from them and that they make kids who are
different feel excluded?
Genarally accepting of kids who are different .......... 50 1411 '
General!y niot acceptmg of kids who are different .. 44 '
Not sure., : B
I'm going to mention some different ways that peoplé your age might spend their ime., For each ona |
menton, piease tell me how important that activity is in your life—very important, fairy :mpartant just
somewhat |mparlanl or not that important.
THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE WHO SAY VERY OR FAIRLY IMPORTANT
' ' Just y
Very Fairly Somewhat Not Thet Not
: Important fmgortant  mportant lmpodant-  Sure
* Hanging out with friends...........cccverceermnn . 82 20 13 5 —
© Ustening t0 muSiC................. S 47 23 15 5 .
Participating in ext‘acumcular and aﬂer— : ' : ' o :
school activities ... 42 25. - 15 -
ROAAING ..evarrrresrersennserssssananns 36 25 21 18 -
. Using the Intetnel, e-mail, and instant - . o
MASEAGING coevrerncrirmreerisnes erearreerivns earener e ' 19 24 16 #1 .
Golng 10 the FMOVIES ........ccvurrmstereercrmmensn 18 23 21 37 1
Watching televiSion .........ccooreerereenrreaures ' 1 21 - 20 48 .
Playing video games ' & . 12 71 “

When you think about the kind of person you &are and how you think about thmgs what would you say are
the most imporiant Influences in yuur life?

{PROBE:} Are there any other nnﬂuences thal arg, |mportant {o the kind af persan you are and how you
think about things? [150-156) .

Parents, mother and fathar 38%
Friends a7
- Family : 18
Teachar, teachers B
Schoot, schoal activities 8
e - e

Don't know: no response

{drooa

[143]
[142)

[147]
[445]

[145].

. [146]

[144]
[148]
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7. ! am going to read you a fist of some different people and things that rhay_or may not influence you and the

way you live your lifa. Please rate each one using a ten-point scale, on which a ten means that i{ affects
you and the way you live your life a great deal and a one means that it does not affect you and the way you
live your life at all.. You may use any numbér from one to ten.

&oo4d

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE WHO SAYAFFECTS ME A GREAT DEAL {RATING OF 8" OR "1OJ

Affecis Me A Does Not
Great Deai Affect Me At
. All Cannot
210 -8 56 14 Rate .
Your parents ... _ : 73 - 12 8 6 1 {161-162]
YOUr FENAS ... saesbat th e b s v g san s e 45 i v] 15 - 10 - [165-156]
Churches and religious orgamzatlons 42 17 16 25 - [157-158]
YO tBACHEATS ..o irurmren i iressaes csons s enminmemanssa sussas e 27 32 23 18 - [169-170]
The music you listen ta... orasa et eeen 16 9 .32 33 - [163-164]
The things you see and read an'the Intemet...'. ceeernesaraenrn 8 8 21 a3 2 [171-172]
The movies and {elevision programs you watch............... G 14 27 52 1 [158-160]
The video games you play_. ... . -3 3 a 85 1 [167-168]
da, How much would you say you personaily womy aboul being the victim af viclence—is being the victim of

sb.

violence something you worry about a lof, a fair-amount, Just somewhat, or not that much at all?

Worry 2 Iot......coureevecivaenecenen N [ M7
Worry a fail amouUmt ... iecevennesninnes 14
Worry just somewhal 24
Co-not wory that much at ali ., veenrerens 4B

Not sure " ceeeenadi -

Have you yourseif, been a victim of viclence? (IF "NQ,” ASK:) Has anyone else in your household been
the viclim of wulence?

ReSpondent was vietim ... N T [174]
Someone else in househald was vicim.....oveveeere. 9
No victims in household .,.vereeerecresvesmie s 71

Not sure... . . 2

I'm going to read you some different ideas that people have mentioned as possible causes of violence and
violent behavigr among young people today, Far each item | mention, please tell me how big a rale you
think it plays in causing viclence and violant behavior among young peoplt.La vary big role, a fairly big rale,

. a small rafe, or not much of a role at aft.

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE PERCENTAGE WHO SAY VERY BIG ROLE
AverrBig A Fainy Big A Small Not Much Of  Not

Role Role: Raole A Role At Alf  Sure

Parents not paying enough sattention lo what' '

. -going on in their children's fives.. 70 24 3 2 1
The widespread avadablmy of guns and other ' .
W ADONS c.1verrasrmssvars rmirsmssssensraststsastsesssassensasione g1 21 3 < 10 -
‘The poar example set by adults when they . B
FESOM 10 VIDIBNECE .iccunsevsseercessmsanee . 57 28 I 4 2
The lack of positive adult role models in the '

L . a 1

lives of young pecple 5% _ 26

[210]

[208]

[175]

[180]
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Q. 8. (cont'a) AVery Big A Fairly Big . ASmall Not Much Of . Nat

. _ . Role . Role. Role . A Role AtAlll  Sure

Saocial pressures that maka some young _ ) o

people feel excluded and rejected by their . o

peers... 50 - 33 ' M 1 1 211

The high rale of divorca and the breakup of : : : '

=TT OO 40 3 17 s - 1 [212]

The declining role of religion in our SOCiEty........ 38 25 18 8 1 [178]

The amount of violence that people see on the . : .

news every day . 0 29 22 o 18 LI & 12 |
" Movias and talsvision pragrams that portray o S |

violence and violent Behavior .........cuuecanres 19 28 27 25 1 [178]

Music lyrics with offensive, violent; or anti- ' 9 _ . o ' : _

SOCIAI TGS c...oev. e ernennerscessemmsseesmssssssssnnee oos _ . 28 .25 27 - (179]
- Video games that depict violence and make : . ' - . ' '

viclence seem ilke fun ' 16 c21 - 29 ©33 1 [208]

10. Seme adufts in influential positions, such as elected officlais ahd news commentators, have blamed the

- @ntartainment world, such as the music and movie industries, for the problem of youth viclence. When yau
hear adults blaming music and movies for the problem of youth violence, do you feel that these adults are

- making a good puint about how music and movies affect teenagers, or do you think that these adults are
just making scapagoats out of music and the movies instaad of dealing with the real causes?

Making 3 good point about how music and movias

| =T L - 12 L O SO 20 [213]
Making scapegeats out of music and the movies.......... N
Same of both (VOL} ireremsserarruassnsessassiteressivansriass -7
Not sure...... inas . eieraes e e 2
1. Now I'm going to read you a statement and thzn ask for your reactlon "Adulls today dan't give. teenagers

_enough credit for being able to make the righ: decisions and stay out of troubla.” Do you sirongily agree, .
somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strore iy disagree wilh this statement? ' :

Strongly 8gree ... v v 43 | [214)
Somewhat agree......cceovrivveeneeeees ag
Somewhat disagree.........ccccunee, N

Strangly disagree ... vesemmerenss _ &

NOE SUME . ooniinssircamvasisprermsirenes . 1
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12.  On average, about how many hours dunng the week, mcludmg bath weekdays and weekends, do you

spend listening to music, either at home in the car, or somewhere else-less thap ten hours or mora than -

ten hours?

(IF LESS THAN 10 HOURS, ASK:} Is that less than one hour, ona to two hours, thres to ﬁve hours, or six
1o ten hours?

(IF MORE THAN 10 HOURS, ASK:}) ls I:hat eleven to twenty hours, twenty~one to twenty-five hours, or
maore than lwenty -five hours?

Less than 1 hour... 3.\ " [a15)

1ta 2 howrs ... 1M

-1 T T T A
- 81010 NOUMS. i crncrcsecens 10

C1110 20 hoUrs.....vcccriessessereens 27~\ 5

210 25 hoUrs......ooveevvereneseerares 8 G

More than 25 hours.......cccoceeeec.. o 1?/

Not sura . -
13a. | am going to read you some reasans why paopia might listen 10 musie, and for each one, | wouid like you

to tell me how oflen you listen ta music for that reason. How oflen do you listen to music -very often, fairly
~ oflen, once in a while, or not that oftea? -

THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED 8Y THE PERCENTAGE WHO SAY VERY OFTEN

Very - Faily - OneeinA  NotThat = Not

o Often  Dften ~  While Often Sure
" Torelax and relieve Sress...............wo | 2 - 26 2 1 1 [217]
To party and have fun ... ..o ecpesceeeecesssss e 34 28 - 20 18 - [216]
74 21 19 35 1 [218]

To express feelings you have [nmde .................

13b. Do you feel that the music you listen to on CDs or the radis has & positive influence on your life, a negative

influence on yous life, or not much of an inflvence on your life either way?

Positive influenca..... 3 {218]
Negativa influence .........-.. S 4 :
Not much of an influence elther way ........o..iueeoe 63
~ Not sure.. - 2
14. - Which one of the follcunng statemenis comes doser to Lhe way you feel about songs with offensive, wnlent

or antl-social thamas?

Statement A; Music that portrays offensive, viclent, and anti-social themes is an impodant cause of violent

behaviot among young peopla today, because this type of music encourages young people to act in violent -

and antr-soclai ways whan they wolldn't otherwise do sa.

Statement B: Music that portrays offensive, violent, and anti-social themes is popular with some young

pecple because it expresses ideas and feelings thet they already have - but the music itself doesn’t cause .

violent behavior or make young pecpls more likely to act viclantly than they would atherwise be.

 Statement Afcause of violant behaVIor..........cou.... ' | 18! [220]
Staternen B/deesn’t cause violent behavior ........
Depends (VOL) . 4

Not sure. eevinriterssesmmraseansenbrnnrans
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15. Which cne or two of the following ‘would you say are the most important things that aduifs should be doing
- fight now to heip reduce the pmblem of viclence among young peaple? (ACCEPT UP TO TWO
RESPONSES.) . . o
THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY THE HIGHEST PERCENTAGE
Get parents mora mvolved in the livas of their children.. et sesintes a8 [221]
Restrict the avallability of guns and do more to keep guns out of the o>
hands of young people.... Veesa LS s ee s sanevrned punn N
Educate young people more about how tc resohre confiicts wlthout
resorting [0 VIOIONCE......ccmmiemrs el seemamrsrese e o v 2B
Make themselves. more posrlwe role mndels by thair own conduct ............. - 18
Stop the produclnon and sale of music that portrays wo!ence and
expresses anti-social attitudes............. eereraereanstabsestsrrarare sennes 3
AlLLCVOLY 1ot cessserecmimss e batts sobessmsammsse st epystssa satermes SRR 5
None/other (VOL).......comemmmmeecsrsmmiesnsesssvoeens ' 1
Not sure .............. - esan 2
16. Are there any other important things that aduits could do 1o help reduce the problem of violence amang

young peopla?

(PROBE:) What suggestmns do you have for how adulls could hefp reduca the problem of violenes arnong -
younyg people? [222-228]

Pay mora anentmnrsuppart!ﬁ'qore invoivedtbe thera for them ' ’ 25%
Talk tg the kids, keep lines of communication open ' : 11. %%
‘Know what they are doing/supervise/monitor kids. ' B I
Listen to what they say, care about what they have (o say 8
- Be a role model, set a positive example 6 (-;f,
Don't let kids have guns, keep guns away from kids 5w
-Watch for signs/sadfangry/depressedinave mental problems, get help 4 3

Teach them violance Is not the answefteach the consaguences ' . 4

ek e e e B T S Al N i e ik 4, M i o i sl S Ryt . M o e Mo T T e . kMR g

Dan't know; no response _ 28% ..
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EACTUALS: These last few queslibns are for- statiSﬁcal purposes only

F1. Which of the following typas of music do you usually listen t0? (ACCEF'T AS MANY RESPONSES AS
APPLY.)) -
“THIS TABLE HAS BEEN RANKED BY
THE HIGHEST PERCENTAGE
Rapfhip-hop .iceviecceraereans _ 50 [229] -
TRE&B s e 48 230]
Alternative rock 37 >
Pop/danca.... - 28
Hard rockfheavy metal 22
Classic roCK .o cesirrerrvniesrvereans 21
Jazz and Blue's 20
Easy listeningop 40........cc.o... 19
COUNIY oo et v 17
L0 Lo (o] Crrematens 15
Eledronid'lndushiai..................... 11
Other Nox.} ........................ SR -
4 .

. Not 1T - TP PN

F2. Ara you currently in school? [IF ‘“YES," ASK:} wWhat grads or year of school are you currently |n'7

~In school—?lh grade or [ower .......ceiianiiicinnnnyanen 13 1231
10 SChooHBt 9rade ....oveviisiersmserusseessserrensssensses - 14 :

In school=9th Qrade ..cccvvcccnecnn e sccesccenssnersainnas o 17

in school-10th grade...... eeeerenaesivebsatmnstrassnran 16

in school-11th grade ... AT

in school-12th grade... 11

n sd-;ool-Conege!lechmmvvocauonal school 4

Not in schaol .......... [P TURN ernransasnanes -8
Not surefrefused... ..oy 3

F3. Deoyeu regufaﬂy use the Intemet or other on-line cornpuler information services, e:ther at home, at a job, or

at echool?

_ Yes, regularly use the Intemet/on-line servicés....... §7  [232]
No, do niot regulady use the Intemern-llne _

F4a. Do 'ybu curmently live with both of your parents, one of your _parenté. or sameaone else?

Live with both parents............... 55  [233]
Live with one patent...........cc.eee.. c:l '
Live with someone else .............. K-
Not sure/refused ..., 4
Fab.  Are your pﬂrent’s' currantly married to each other, or not?
. Yas, parents rnarﬁ'ed .................. - 58 f234]

No, parents not marmiad.......c.... 38
Not sure/refuses ...uwernrennence: =]
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Fs. How would you describe the area in which you live—a large city,-a medium to small city, a suburb rear a
aty a small town thaf is not near a clty or a rural of country area? = : .
Large uty 15 [235]
Medium to smait uty ................... az '
. Suburb near a dty....ueeeeneme - 20

Smaii town not near a qty 18
Rural/eountry area............coum.er 10
NOL BUR e e v s g

black, Aslan, or something e{sé?

Fg. Are you from a Hispanic or Spanish- -speaking badtground'? {IF "NG," ASIC) What is your race — white,

- HispaniC i tomrans srsesssnmiTrpnEar 13 [236]
Whita..... renienstreetasesnens 65 .
(21 To!, SOOI 15
Asian..... ]
Olher a
Not surafreﬁlsed ....................... 3
AREA .
Northeast . .eeccerneecsinns .
South...... as
Midwest 24
WWBST. .o v st nsssec i rennonsrrasies sy e bacsr e s 19
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and’ law-enforcement officials are
a saying their innovative police.tactics
£ v—l " are responsible for the sharp drop in

~years; a- new Justice Department
_study has found that the most impor-

_tant reason for the decline may be
the waning of the crack cocame epi-
-demic.

The Justice Depanmem report
commissioned by Attorney General
Janet Renp, acknowledges that im-
proved police work, along with long-
gr prison sentences and improved
emergency medical care, have all
-contributed to the lower homicide -
rate. But the report 'suggests that the

" eloge link between crack and homi-.

R
g
&
™
o)

~=/ _New York, which have instituted ag-
3

- R
S
g - and crack use In six cities from 1987

to 1993, using data on drug use ob-
."tained from the -Justice Depari-

cites ‘llke Los Angeles, where the
police’ have been ‘demoralized or
have not adopted new methods.

'very strong statistical .correlation -

", between changes in crack use in the
_criminal’ population and homicide
rates," said Jeremy Travis, director
‘of the National Instituwte of Justice,
the research arm of the Justice De-
partment,-

ment's program to test newly arrest-
“ed crimtna]s for narcotics when they :

'-O are brought to jall.
* v=i ‘ties,” -the report found, ‘‘homicide
U - ratestrack quite closely with-cocaine
~ oyl pge. levels ‘among, the adult male

B .arrestee ' popiilation,””” The report -

said that when -homiclde rates in-

O -advent of the crack epidemic,’“co-
o -./cane-test positive rates generally in-
ST " -creased. Similarly, when homicide
S ~rates declined; cocalnie-test positive
;rates also generally declined.” .
The report did not address’ the

“have suggested that it might be.the :
. pharmacological properties of the !
“-gdrug, which creates a brief, interisé .
-high, often with feelings of parancia, |
-dfthe way crack spawned a new type "

" At a time when many politicians’

{v==d  homicide rates aver the past five .

cide ray be'a fundamental dynamic L
that explains why”homicide rates .
have declined not only in clties like

‘gressive palice strategies, but also n |

" . ““What we found is that there was a -

The study tracked homicide rates

1

_responsible’ for the dmp in humlcide )

rates in cities across the natlen. 1 -
think it 15 a combination of factors,

from crack going down to communi- -

ty policing to demographtcs." Mr.
Brown said. .

‘The study is one of several recent
reports that docyment a close rela---
tionship' between the increase -in
crack in the 1980's and.the rise in
“viplent crime 'l'he studles have’ a]so

The worst of the
crack epldemlc ,
seems to be over.

_.Ifeu'nd-'e_- strlking drop in crack use,
particularly among young people, be-
gimning about 1988, which may help
- account; for-.the decllne tn \dolent
crime since 1992. i

A new study of 112 cities” by Eric
Baumer of the Staté University of-
New York at Albany-and Richard’
"Rosenfeld of the Uniiversity of Mis-
-souri at St Louis, for example, found
that “'the emergence and prolifera.
tion of crack cocaine is. responsible, -
at least in part, for the increase in
.violent crime,” especially. rebbertes.
in the 1980’s. ;

“1f these findings are correct " the

*In five of the slx study tommu.m-

creased In the mid-1980's with the

. - question of why crack use rnlght.
_drive homicide rates, but expens-

- of drug market, bringing in iarge ..
numbers of younger dealers who be-
gan arming themselves with sem:au-

. ‘ tomatic handguns. .

=k

:;_(“-,Fh ¢_Nem ﬂark @iinég L =

/

derstand what has.led to the drop In
homicide rates since 1992, is:to be’
reléased next maonth, The cines that
were selected were . those ‘that -

- showed the clearest patterns in hom-
icide trends, including -Detroit and

Washington as well as Indianapolis,
where crack use and homicide rates
have risen sharply In the 199s, an
exception to the nattonal declines. -

' Some have :criticized the new
study, saying its sample of cities was

‘teo’small. and did not inclade some

. large cities like New York. The other
- .cities in the study were Atlanta New
- Orleans and Miami. -

' . -Jeffrey Fagan, a cnminologist at
_Columbla University, said the study
failéd to take into account the'lossof :

- jobs, ‘Increasing income Ilnequality :
and growing racial segregation that .
.caused. decay in citles and ‘made -
them more-susceptible to the *'conta-

- glon of crack, guns and gangs.” "

MONDA-Y,' __OCTOBER 27, 1997

that spawned the upsurge in violenze -
In the 1980°s, he said.

. Lee Browm, the former Pnl:ce
‘Commissioner of New York who is
now a candidaté for Mayor of Hous- .
ton, COmMmENting on the study's find-
Ings, said he believed it was hard ta
sSingle out any one faclor that WaS

The study, which-was requested by '
-Attorney General Reno to try to un- -

It was not demon crack” by itself -

TAtRotS wrote, “they tay help to

explain the receént decline in violent

crime, including robbery rates, ob-
served in many U.5. cities’ because -
“of the ebbing of the crack.epidemic.

“““The -early.and -pronounced- de-
cline in crime rates for New York
_City, wndely attributed 1o enforce-

. ment ‘measures, is also ‘consistent

with New York being among the first
cities where crack appeared and,.in”
turn, plateaved,” the authors wrote.
Another study; by Andrew Gqub
and _Bruce_J ohnson, of the nonprofit
National Development and Research
Institutes in New . York, found a
steep decrease’ In crack use ambng
young people being sent to jell in

places like Marhattan, Washingtori _ Ereater levels vmlence

starting in the late 7}

and . Detroit,
‘1980's. In Manhattan the rate of de-
-tected crack use among juvenlies
i admitted to jajl dropped to 22 pers’
. cent in 1996 from 70 percent in 1988,
In Washington, that rate declined to
- 10'percent in 1988 from 30 percent in
(1889, In Detroit, it fell to 5 percem ln
- 1896 from 45 percent in 1987, - -
Dne reaton this decrease in crack
use by young people is significant,
criminologists say, is' that it was a
"doubling of the rate of homicides by
juveniles that produced much of the
increase 'in violent crime In the!
1980°s. The homicide rate for:adults
24 and older has actually been
shiinking since 1981, :
~ Mr. Johnson said he believed lhat
yo':mg people stopped smoking crack '
*'wps that the standards of the street.
subcultnre changed.” He. explained
2In 1985 tn New York, it was cool to
‘get into erack,. it was-where ‘there
‘was lots of money to be made and
easy to get lnto business, and the
- CONSequUences werent yet toe
hmh .! . -

But by 1989, the .siwation l'ladE

‘changed for young people, Mr, John- -

son sald. The crucial factor was what
“they had witnessed, with- their own-

eyes: the Tavages of crack on their :

‘tamities and friends, whom they now
- looked .down on -as “crackheads.”
Crack suddenly was no ionger cool.
. While older, established users contin-
"ued to smoke crack, fewer younger
" people started using it, - depriving
crack .of new recruits, Mr.. Johnson
said. In this- way, the epldemlc was
reversed P

- police had made a blg ditference in
-both crack use and in making ;the
- streets safer. -

-.new. riore powerful handguns, he
-said, “it is easy to see how homlmde i
-and crack are linked."”

- themselves,” Setting off an' arms

- Mr. Johnson snl.d pu[lce ‘racks
downs on drugs in cities lke New
York had clearly had an impact on
crack, but he said the -effect was

mare or how crack was marketed, -
closing down so-called open eir drug

markets, than on the drug s actual
cl:lnsumptlun

- Mr, Johnson's upmions was disput- .
ed by Robert Silbering, the Special .

Narcotics Prosecutor for New. York

City, who said he believed that r.he.

“dismantling of viaient drug gangs”
in New York by his office and the

On the issue of .why crack use

fessor of child psychiatry and the

| 16ads to murder, David Musto, a pro-. -

| history of medicine -at the Yale .

School of Mediclne, said: “There is a. .

you smoke crack,- it gets to your

© strong pharmacological effect. When -

brain very fast, and your judgmentis

greatly flawed and you: easlly be-
4 come paranoid.” -

When combined with-the advent of - -

. But Alfred Blumsteln, a crlmmolo- .

gist at Carnegle Metion University, =
-said the connection.between crack - -

and homicide could be linked to the

way ‘crack’ created ;new markets. -

Crack was a new, cheap drug that
was outside the control of the older,

established dealers, he said. “You
' had a jot of klds recrulted to sell it,""

he said, *and when they got recruit-
ed; they -armed themselves, and ‘thenl
~ their friends got guns, too, to protect

race on the streets. .

Professor Rasenfeld, of the Um-' '

" versity of Missourl, said the link was

cal properties of crack and.the new
way the drug was sold. Because
crack has an (ntense high that lasts

"a combination of the pharmacolog:—-

only about 10 minutes, he said, “‘you -

need of it, and this creates a demand

‘for lots of sellers, who sell it cheaply

- have lofs of users who are inurgent -’

in small quantittes.” He added, !*This
generates lots of compexitiun and--
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Last week, the Justice Deporlment renewed :rsj'rr-turust scrutmv o;’ the

nouon s largest software manufacturer. 1t ashked o{rederat judge o order the

IifﬁlQLIt“

_inciude its Internet browser: software in every machine they ' sell. The
CAttorney 'General, Janet Reno, said the company had violated its 1995
" agreement not to tie the Itcensmg of one of its products, like its ubzqmtous
operating system; to another, like thé browser software thot oHows cusrom
_ers to find their way around the World Wide Web. 3 .
-Microsoft and its rival, the Netscape, Commumconons Corporotton '
‘which makes the widely used Netscape: Navigator, have been. engaged ina -
‘fierce battle for market share ir the browser market, - S
_ A day after its announcement that it would seek a §1 mlfhonﬂ-doy fine
against Microsoft for civil contempt, the  Justice Department .released
hundreds of pages of supporting evidence. Here, in point- counterpomtformot

. UJ
_3—1

- q_) M:crosoft Corporation to stop forcing makers of persoral computers to
Ul

, ~=/ ' are excerpts from that evidence and Microsoft’s position on !hose excerpts

',issue_;

- Microsoft is accused of threat-

net Explorer

Justice Dept. Evldence

Stephen A Decker director of soft- -

Evidénccand

ing which Justice Department law-
. yers asked him why Compaq had
,ﬂ ‘winted to remove thé Internet: Ex-
4 plorer icon from the desktops of lts

: Presarlo computers
e "Al the tlme ‘wé had . relauon-
.- <= ship with Netscape and we had been
-S=b={- shipping their* product for a’ while.
O . And th_eretore Netscape was actually -
L 7] the browser partner and we wanted

-Presario deskiop ..
' ““When - (Mlcrosoft) mund out

Cros(

~+w=i__telling us, you know, they would ter-
minate our agreement for doing so.
.~. 1 believe that the reason.for,

;.. Microsoft wanting that was because

=1

_ Q;) ticular product. .

for the customer .. . with the icon of
the Internet _E_xplorer visible and

Mlerosoft’s Posltlon

allow a newsstand to tear out its

newsstand wamed to seft’ more €op-.
. i€ ot The Wall Street Journal In the
same way, computer manufacturers

ebafrftfﬁ:

" uct they wish, bul they. are not al-.
- lowed to disable features of our prod-

as prepared by Marh Murray, a company spokesman

_ening compuier manufacturers who -
" delete the deskiop.icon for Micre- -
_ soft’s browser, which is called Inter '

The Oct: 17, 1997, deposuion of

ware procurement for Compag, dut--

to give that posmon on the Compaq .

about -it,” they sent a letter to:us

the ican represents thé ease of use.

available to - the consumer, they
would natorally- mlgraie to ‘that par ’

_“The New York Times would not-_'

"are free ta ship any competitor prod-

“*Under - terms of’ ltS Wlndows
" licénse agraement, as they have been

exp]amed 1o me by Microsoft repre- -

sentatives, Micron_ is ‘required ta

‘preinstall the current version of Mi-,

crosoft’'s Internet, browser. product
. ol every personal computer on

whlch it preinstalls Windows 95.

". *“In the summer of 1996, in the

course of negotiations-in connection

-, with the seventh amendment of the
Windows license agreement ... 1.

-asked a Microsoft represeniative
“whether Micron, could, under the-
-terms of the agreement and for rea-

" sons similar to-those underlying its,

earlier Interest in.deleting: Internet.
-Explorer from ‘Windows .95, delete

- icons. for online services. .

"“As with the removal or Internet
"Explorer, the Microsoft representa--
tive informed -me thai_delenne the
- icons, ‘wouid not be. al]owed

Mierosoft's Positlon

- “M:crosoft has never restncted
any computer manufacturer from
shlpplng Netscape Navigator or any
other compelitor software. Many
computer manufacturers sell. ma-
" chines preloaded. wuh a Windows op-
. erating. system . and Netscape's

" browser, ‘so consumefs have free- .

dom to choose whlchever browser

they want to use, '
|, Computer manufacturers are
not aliowed, however, to delete fea-
-‘tures from the- Windows operating
systeémn, such as the Internet Explor-
‘er icon.’ Consumers tell us théy:
. want to know that Windows will.work
the same, no ‘matter what kind of

" computer they buy.
‘business section, just because the . -

" “Ford wouid-not allow one of its
" dealers-to pull the factory installed
engine out of a Mustang, and substi-
-'tute 2 Chevy engine. We’ re SImply
preserving the customer experience -

. with the prodict we’ve bui_lt._‘ R

‘ucts. Consumers need to know thatf"'

Windows will work in a consistent
« wuu{ - Manner no matter what kmd of com--. o

-l--l .puter. they buy..

5 .

0
=

“"The 1994 consent decree ex L

pressly states - that Mlcrosoft may :
cconitinue to_integrate riew, features
-into the operating system -without
violating the.decree. Internet Ex:
plorer is an integrated featureé of our
.Windows 95 operating system, and
‘has been for more than two years

. “'Computer manufacturers are.
free to ship any competitor sof[wa're '

— including Netscape's browser, —
. . along with Mlerosofts Windows 85

operating system. Major computer

manufacturers like Compaq and Dell
‘have said they are featuring Internet
Explorer on their machines because
that s what thelr customers wa.nt it

Addltlonal Ewdence o
Sworn declaration .
- Electronics [nc responsible for ne-

. gotiating- ltcens:ng deals and install-
- mg sofrware on new computers

by Enc. ‘close confidentiai -

'Brmeng, an ekecutive.of . Micron

ISSUE

. Justice contends that the terms
.of Microsoft's' nondisclosure agree-
ment impede the Government’s abil-
City -to gather e\ndence of antnrust
vlo]atlons i .

Justiee Dept Evidenee

A copy of Mn:rosoft s standard
-~ nondisclosure agreemem mcludmg
the followmg Ianguage

"Conrldennal mformatlon ‘n-_
-cludes,. without !lmltatlon lnforma-

able notice prior to such disclosure

- and an opporlumty to contest such an .

order. .

Microsoft's Positlon

“'Microsoft! s non-dlsclosure

agreements are no different than =
anyone else’s.in the software indus.

iry and numerous other industries. -

.. *“The standard non-disclosuré

" agreement used by Novell for exam-
- ple, includes-a similar provision re-

shall giv'e .disclosing' 'party‘-‘reason— .

© quiring - companles to pive Novei! o

‘prompt notice’ when they receive a-
"legal or governmernital request to dis-
_close information. Sun . Microsys-’

" tems’s license apreement inciudes a
similar provision requiring ‘“‘prior
notice” before d:sclosmg confiden-
‘tial information inder a Iegal or gov-
ernmental request. '
“Compames throughout the so[t-

ware industry use these -kinds "of
-agreements 1o protect’ their confi-'

dential business 1nformatlon and in-

“tellectual property —‘the software -
‘code that we. spend years creating.”

_There js nothing in gur non-disclo-
sure agreements that prevents any-

* one from- Biving lnrormanon to the =
government as part of any.inquiry,”
- and. we have repeatedly advised the

Justice Department, in writing, that

we do not interpret our license agree- |

- ments- as requlrlng anyone to pro-

_vide nouce to Microsoft before dis: -
: c]oslng "information - to the Justlce :

Department ”

ISSUE

. Competltwe browserl software
may represent a significant threat to

- Microsoft’s .bread-and-butter-.prod--

- uet, its ope'rating systern :

“Justice Dept Evldenee

Sept,. 19,

ware acquisition. and resale.

..-Justice Department " lawyers

- asked Mr. Van Hotle about the threat

the Neétscape Communicator poses {0

Microsoft’s operating system. .The -
Netscape product,théoretically al- -

lows computer users to gain access

1o programs on the Internet written -
"in 'Sun_Microsystems's Java pro-

- gramming; language. The ability to .
do this’ could render. Mlcrosoft s0fL--

ware irrelevant: Lol

_‘.‘Sun ‘has released' a product .
called Java, and there’s promise in

this product according to the devél--

. opers that it'would be an application *,
or'an operating- system lndependenl
. environment. -
: “1 think the value to Gateway o
" and anyone in our business is-the fact

_ that there ‘would be more: compen-
tion in the industry. .
.,"'l believe it would create an

enwronment where the competltlon ’
would do’ thmgs It would force lower‘ :
-prices in the mdustry and lt would

aiso fOl'CE more |nnovat10n

tion relating to re eleased or -unte- . -

-leased disclosing party software ar
hardware products, the marketing or .
promotlon of any disclosing party
product, disclosing party’ s. buslness
polmes or practices. : . '

" “'Receiving party. ‘shall not dis- -

conf:dentlal materlals o thlrd par-
ties for five years. .

“However, recemng party may .

.disclose confidential ‘inforination or
confidential materials in.ac¢ordance
" with judicial or other governmental
order,. providing ' receiving ' party

information or

Mierosoit's Posltion .

“As the’ meteoric rise. or Net-'_--'

.scape and strong developer interest
in the Java programming language
demonstrate ‘the software industry

11097, deposmon of
- James Joseph Von Holle, Gateway 5
' 2000 ‘executive responsible for soft-

@ s‘j:Ncwéﬂﬂfk? @ii“'?'ﬁ

is the most dynamic'and competitiver ~ °

industryin the world. ... Any compa-

prtces "

" ny that stops innovating will be aver- -

taken quickly by the pace of competi-
. tion-Conisumers are the big winners, . .

as competition. drives. every compa- .
-"ny to deliver better produets at Iower

4

;o




Violent Crime Falls 7 Peréent,

To Lowest Level in Decades

WASHINGTON, July 1§ (AP) —
Viclent crime in the United States
dropped 7 percent last year 10 its
lowest level since the Government
began tracking the figure in 1973, the
Justice Departrment said today.

The one-year deciine, to about 8.1
million nonfatal violent crimes, was
driven by a small but significant
drop in aggravated assauit rates, a
Justice Department report said.

The decline in violent crime in 1598
continued a downward trend that be-
gan in 1994, said the report, the Na-
tional Crime Victimization Survey.

“From 1997 to 1998, no significant
changes in rates of rape or sexual
assault, robbery or simple assault
oceurred,” the report said. Rape and
sexual assault were the only catego-
ries not to show a decline in 1997

Attorney General Janet Reno cited
several reasons for the decline in
crime.

"It's because of more police offi-
cers on the streets, tougher sen-
tences, more prosecutions, better
prevention programs, a healthy
eccnomy and a new epproach to
crime fighting that involves a closer
working relationship between com-
munities and Federal, state and lecal
law enforcernent.’” Ms, Reno said.

Republicans have said they are
relieved abaut the decline but warn
that crime rates remain unaccepta-
bly high. They also have pointed to
passage of anti-crime legislation
since their party took control of Con-
_ETESS 11 1855, :

The Justice Department report
said that from 1993 to 1998, rates of
violent crime, which is defined as
rape or sexual assault, robbery, ag-
gravated assault and simple assaulf,
fell 27 percent, to 37 per 1,000 Ameri-
cans age 12 or older, from 30 per
1,000, .

“Every major type of crime meas-
ured -— rape or sexnal assault, rob-
bery, aggravated assault, simple as-
sault, burglary, theft and motor vehi-
cle theft -~ decreased significantly
between 1593 and 1988, the study
said,

The annual report, based on a sur-
vey of American households, ex-
cludes Killings because it asks indi-
viduals about their own experiences.

But the report said pretiminary
figures released separately by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
have shown that the number of homi-
cides dropped about 8 percent from
1997 to 1998,

Each year the vicrimization sur-
vey anatyzes data on nonfatal violent
crimes reported to the police and
those not reported to the police. In
1998, about 43,000 households' and

£

50,000 pecple age 12 or older were
interviewed, the report said.

Attackers used a weapon in about
a fourth of violent offenses in 1598.
About 40 percent of robbery victims
faced a weapon, as did 9 percent of
rape ar sexual assault victims. Eight
percent of wviolent ncidents were
committed by offenders armed with
a firearm.

About half of the victims of violent
crimes knew their assailants, Justice
officials sajd. More than 70 percent
of rape and sexual assault victims
knew their attackers, and 50 percent
of aggravated assault victims did.

“‘Almost half of all violent victim-
jzations and about one-third of all
property crimes were reported to
police each year from 1983 to 1998,”.
the survey said. "Females and
blacks were more likely 1o report
violent crimes than males and
whites.”

The survey aisc revealed a 12 per-
cent drop in property ¢rimes — bur-
glary, motor vehicle theft and house-

A Government
survey finds a
significant decline in
aggravated assaults.

hold theft — last year, and a 32
percent decline since 1993. Personal -
thefts, which include pocket picking
and purse snatching, remained un-
changed.

Motor vehicle thefts fell 22 percent
from 1987 to 1998 because of a 20
percent drop in ‘“‘completed motor
vehicle theft” and a 27 percent de-
cline in atternpted vehicle theft.

Viclent crimes against blacks fell
to 42 incidents per 1,000 people from
49 per 1,000, the report said. Rates
for Hispanic victims fell o 33 per
1,000 from 43 per 1,000

Blacks still had a marginally high-
er gverall vioient crime victimiza-
tion rate than whites and significant-
ly higher rates than members’ of
other races last year.

But blacks and whites did not dif-
fer significantiy in the rates of vie-
timization by robbery, simple as-
satilt, rape and sexual assault.

SUNNY DAYS/STARRY NIGHTS:
GIVE TO THE FRESH AIR FUND .
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Barak Gala
May Benefit
Mes. Clinton
In New York

By KATHARINE (. SEELYE

. WASHINGTON, July 18 — Demon-
Strating just how ‘vatuable the plat-
form of the White House can be for a
Senate candidate, Hillary Rodham
Clinton heiped give a dinner here
tonight for Ehud Barak, the Prime
Minister of Israet, overseeing a gala
that could only increase the goodwill
toward Mrs. Clinton among Jewish
- WOLErs.

President Clinton and his wife
invited nearly 500 people, twice the
number they normally invite for offi-
cial dinners, many of them influen-
tial in the Jewish community in New
York. The throng was so large — it
was believed to be the bigzest sit-
down dinner in the Clinton Adminis-
tration — that they heid the banquer
in d vast tent on the South Lawn.

As it happens, the First Lady's
office is charged with deciding whom
to invite to such White House fune-
tions, and her Senate campaign could
not have been far from her thoughts.

Among the guests was Leah Rabin,
widow of the assassinated Prime
Minister, who in an interview sought
10 put to rest any concern that some

Jewish voters might have about Mrs.
- Clinton’s statemeni. that Palestin-

ians should. eventually have their.

own state. 'l don't have any argu-
ment with her,” drs. Rabin said. *]
probably wouldn't have made the
statement myself because we feel
that the final declaration of a Pales-
tinian state should be in the frame-
work of our agreement, So an official
person in Israel would not have said
it, but in fact the process has atready
brought about -- it feeis as if a
Palestinian state will be inevitable."
The value of the Barak visit was
evident not only to guests here to-
night but also to Mayor Rudolph W.
Giuliani, Mrs. Clinton’s likely Repub-
lican opponent in the Senate race,
who met for 40 minutes this morning
with the Prime Minister at the Wal-
dorf-Astoria’Hotel in New York.

“It wag an excellent meeting,” the
Mayor said later. 'We talked about
the peace process, as you wouid ex-
pect, in some detail. But we also
talked about the reduction in crime
in New York. He was very interested
in how we brought it about so they
could apply some of those same
practices in Israel."”

The meeting was apparently initi-
ated by officials at the Israeli consul-
ate, who told the Prime Minister,
"You come to New York, you meet
the Mayor of New York.”

Such a hot commodity is Mr. Ba-
rak that news of his meeting with the
Mayor was a topic of conversation at
the White House tonight.

“Giuliani had an interview today
with Barak for a half hour and
wouldn't let him go,” said David
Steiner, vice chairman of the Nation-
al Jewish Dernocratic Council and
past president of the American-isra-
el Political Action Committes,

‘50 he had his shot, too, today, and
this is only fair," he said, gesturing
to the ornate White House setting.
Sylvia Steiner, his wife, said of the
‘happy accident that the First Lady
and the Senate candidate were one
and the same: “I would say it's a
plus. It generates a warm f{feeling.
Everyone's happy to be here.”

Senator Charles E. Schumer, the
New York Democrat and something
of a mentor 10 candidate Clinton, -
agreed. 1 think this would have hap-
pened whether she's running or not,”
he said. “But this certainly helps her.
The fact that she's First Lady, the
fact that this Administration is on
the same wavelength with the new
Israeli. Administration, it ali creates
an era of good feeling ard good wili,
so that's how it helps.”

The New Hork Eiures
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Rape, assault, robb ery rate

By Joyce Howard Price
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Viclent crimes and property
crimes fell in 1998 to their lowest
levels in 25 years, according to a
Justice Department report.

" The Bureau of Justice Statistics’
{BJS) 1998 National Crime Victim-
ization Survey, released late yeés-
terday, found that the violentcrime
rate dropped 7 percent last year
from 1997.

The 1998 decline was part of an
averal] 27 percent drop in violent
crime rates since 1993. During
that five-year period, the violent
crime rate fell from 50 to 37 per
1,000 persons ages 12 or older, the
survey found.

Meanwhile, property crime de-
creased 12 percent from 1997 to
1998 and by nearly a third {32 per-
cent} from 1993 to 1998. In 1998,
there were an estimated 217 com-
pleted or attempted property
crimes per 1,000 U.S. households.

Violent crimes assessed in the
report were rape, sexual assault,
rabbery and assault. Property
crimes examined were burglary,
thefl and motor vehicle theft.

In ather pood news, the report
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'VIOLENT CRIME DEcuNEsV

The number of violent crimes per 1,000 persons
ages 12 or older: ,

Sowrce: Buregu of Justice S

fell in *98:

- clined during that five-year perigd

) Survey

by BJS statistician Callie Marie
Rennison notes that preliminary
I'BI data also indicate the number
of homicides in the United States
dropped abgut 8 percent between
1997 and 1998 and that the murder
rate was down by 9 percent.

Miss Rennison wrote that the
“pverall one-year decline in vio-
lent crime resulted fromn a slipht
yet significant decline in aggra-
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. .ThaWa_in_ngtm Times
vated assault rates"” between 1997
and 1998. There were “no signifi-
cant changes in rates of rape or
sexual assault, robhery or simpie
assault” durlng that permd she
said.

However she sald that data in-
dicate every 1najor type of crime
measured —.rape or sexual as-
sault, rabbery, aggravated assault,
simple assault, burplary, thelt and

33 CLINIMY;
uosqiD) aallsg Ag

S[ermq
Je s1ouoy

Jo satue] aead Snp.ssaaduo]) Aq -
paldaaze st Juwaunieda(f asuaIxg
a1 Aq Tesodoid e J1 g ‘STelIsuTy
SUelalaa swos Ao ur ued axe
[puunosiad Areypiw ‘Apjusiinn
"sTelalny JaUl Jv sI0UQy
Agennu aareoal ues suelazaa A1e)
iU g TR Af[ENLItA 2IRS P
01 ARm I9PUN JUAWIAOW ¥ S2I3]
‘pueutap Juimold 03 asuodsaa uy

motor \.I'ehICIE thelt — decreased
s1gmf1r:antly between 1993 aqd
1998,

Miss Rennlsun pomted ou: lhm
viplent. crime victimization ded

“for virtually every demographiq
category considered” =

“Male and female violent vit-
timization rates fell 32 percent,
and black violent victimizatign:
rales fell 42 percent,” she wrote.: {

leewlse, there were reducéd'

_property crime rates across all de- t
“mographic groups between 19 3{

and 1998, “Property crime ratés,
declined 33 percent for whitg}
black, urban and suburban house i
holds,” Miss Rennison said.

* Although vielent critne rates are!

} lugher for blacks than for whites)

and for Hispanics than noh-
Hispanics, bath blacks and His-
panics enjoyed drops in violent
victimization rates between 1997
and 1998, :

" “For blacks, the violent \m;tnr:—i
‘ization rate fell from 49 to 42 vic-
timizations per 1,000 blacks, while
rates for Hispanics fell from 43 to
33 victimizations per 1,000 His-
panics,” Miss Rennison said.  _ »
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Fewer tax form check-offs jeopardize campalgn funds§

Laura R. Vanderkam
H WASHINGTOM TIMES

Texas Gov. George W. Bush
won’t take federal matcliing funds
for the 2000 presidential election,

but funding of other candidates in -

the primaries will 5till be a strotch,
the Federal Election Commlssmn
5ay5.

“We've already said there mlght
be a shiortfall. We're re-crunching

 our numbers now that Bush jsn't

taking funds,” said Sharon Snyder,
deputy press secretary for the

- FEC

- The pre-Bush decision estimate
is that candidates will receive only
32 to 40 cents on the dollar in time
for the primaries. “They wouldn’t
get the balance of the money until
2001, she said, long after the race
has been decided.

Pubilic funding for presidential

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — Re-
publican presidential contender

Elizabeth Duole called yesterday

for a farm disaster-relief package
larger than the-$6 billion approved
by Congress last year.

”*“We need 1o get this casli to them

: now there are real problemsin ag-

rlcu]turc today” Mrs, Dlole said.
Opening -a campaign swing,

Mrs. Dole became the latést candi- -

date to focus on a struggling farm

.economy that's important in lowa,
where precinct. caucusés launch

the premdenlla] nommatmg sea-
50N.
A]though most seclors of the

‘economy are humming along and

the stock market is soaring, farm-
ers are struggling with historically

fow commodity priccs.

candidates began in 1974 after the
Watergate scandal. Americans
now have the option to check a box
on their federal income tax forms
saying they want $3 of their taxes
used for federal matching funds.

Most Americans, however, have
decided they want no part of the
system, even though checking the
box will not increase their taxes or
change their refund.

In 1980, 287 percent of taxpay-
ers agreed to make the contribu-
tion. In 1997, only 12.5 percent
checked the box. Since neither the
Democrats nor Republicans are
running an incumbent president,
these diminishing funds will bare-
ly cover the wide Geld of candi-
dates.

“Ifthe fund rups dry, that's it. No
other Treasury funds can be used,”
Ms. Snyder said.

The Presidential Election Cam-

paign Fund has several fundamen-
tal problems, according to Ms,
Snyder. -

First, while the amount the FEC
can disperse to candidates rises
with inflation, the check-off box on

the tax lorms reinains constant at

$3 (It was §1 before 1993). Second,

.the demand for funds changes ev-

ery election cycle. In 1992, a
limited field of candidates re-
quested less than the budgeted

funds.

In 1996, though, former Sen.
Bob Ilole, Kansas Republican,
faced an expensive battle for the
Republican nomination. Demand
was high, and funds due candi-
dates at the beginning of the year
weren't dispersed until April 1996.

Finally, the Treasury requires
the FEC to give top priority to the
nominating conventions and the

general ‘election. Funds must be .

set aside before the primaries for
these summer/fall 2000 events,

even though contributions from -
1999 tax returns have yet to be {ig-

ured in. Consequently, there's

enough money for the general |
. election, but.a shur!age for the pri-
. maries. . ‘
Candldates are ellglble for ;

matching funds for the first $250

" of the $1,000 contribution allowed

by election law from any individ-
ual. Matching funds are given only
to candidates who have raised at
least 35,000 in each of 20 states.
Candldates accepting matching
funds agree to spend less than
roughly $40 million during the pri-
mary campaign. Candidates’ ac-

cepting matching funds can spend -

only 850,000 of their own money.
_Publisher Steve Forbes, who

_spent millions from his own funds

in the 1996 Repubhcan pnmary

Mrs. Dole urges more farm aid

‘Although most sectors of the economy are

humming along, farmers are struggling w:th
‘historically low commodtty prices. .

ficlds, but the price they will likely
get is less than the cost of praduc-
ing the commadity. -

“We're going to uced ancther
supplemental te assist our farm-
ers,; and this is going to have to be

Many farmers worry that a '
bumper crop is maturing in the

larger than ‘the' funding that was’
provided last year because this is . -~

‘the secand year now that farmers
have been hit with low prices,” said

Mis. Dole, who has been bath la- -
". 'bor and transportation secretaries

in Republican administrations.
Mrs. Dole said a big supply has

driven down cnmmod:fy prlces'-
" She also noted that the economic,

crisis in Asia has driven down de-
mand jf that region. )

She argued for immediate cash

did for farmers, and said long-term

' assislance would come by more -

apggressively seeking to _pry open
foreign markets.

zone,” Mrs. Dole said,

There's a big debate in the Re-
publican Party over China policy.
Social conservatives take a hostile
stance loward China; arguing it’s a

rlsmg threat. Olhers argue it's a

“We also should make tlie whole
- Western Hemisphere a free-trade

race, has also opted against taking
matchmg funds.

Critics of public fundmg say the'
declining percentage of taxpayers
willing to contribute to the.fund
shows that Americans do not sup-~
port public funding. Sen. Mitch|

. McConnell, Kentucky Republlcan;
. has argued that “the vast majority,

of Americans who are fed up with!
taxes and irresponsible govern-
ment spending are in no mood to;
pay for anyone's political ca_m--
paign, and do not support the Pres-;

* idential Election Campaign Fund.”

"‘Ms. Snyder said the FEC d:d"
focus-group studies in the early'
1950s to determine why taxpayersl
weren't checking the box, but,
reached no conclusive results, -

“It’s possible we have a new!
class of taxpayers who didn’t expe-
rience Watergate, and don't want|
pubhc fundmg,“ ‘she said, '

giant market to be exploited. '

Mrs, Dole suggested a middid
ground, pushing China on human
rlghls and other issues while seek
ing to expand trade. !

“China has 20.pcrcent of thé
world’s population,” Mrs. Dole
said. “On a separate track we car
negotiate with them to expand our: .
trade.”

In focusing Dn farming, Mrs'

" Dole argued she has been the most

specific and has the longest track
record, including a husband who
spent more than three decades i} -
Congress dealing witlt farm issues!

“I think lie'd be a good adviser-
on agriculture,” Mrs. Dole said
“We were out lhcrc early with our
farm prograan.”
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Crime Rates Down for 7th Straight Year

Experts Disagree About Reasons for Drop and the Mean

ca

Trends

g

»
i

i

)f Con

mgo

Bv LoRRAINE ADaMS
and Davip A Viss
Fosningron Pos: Swfy A rivers

Crime is down for the seventh
year in a row. That's what the final
1995 crime ‘statistics the FBI re
leased yesterday indicate. But be-
hind the happy news is a melange
.of condlicting trends and disagree-
ments about what all of it means.

“There is no one reason for the
continued drop in crime,” said At-
tomey Genera! Janet Reno. “It's a
combination of factors. Ht's more
police officers on the streets.
greater partnerships between law
enforcement agencies, continued
eflors to keep guns away from
criminals and a balanced approach
that includes prevention, interven-
tion, punishment and supervision.

“The falling rate is wonderful
rews. But we must not become
complacent,”

President Clinton echoed Re-
no's warning, saying the decrease
“shows we can indeed turn the tide
on crime.” But, he added, “even as
crime falls, we must not let down
our guard. That is why we must re-
double cur eforts to bulld on what
works.” :

. Inthe field of criminology there
has been little in the way of hard

- data about why crime has dropped

in the 1950s. Two studies this sum-
mer put to rest one theory—that
the decrease in the number of 15
to, M4vear-olds was respansible.
Even adjusted for that demograph-
ic shift in the age group that his
torically commits a disproporiion-
ate number of offenses. cnme still
dropped. said criminologist Ste-
ven D, Levitt of the University of

Chicago. A spurited debate contin-

ues about whether high incarcer-
ation rates in the United States are
responsible. There is 2 consensus,

* however, that the overall down-

ward trends conceal a more com-

plicated picture.

“When we say crime is falling,
that is nationally,” said James Alan
Fox, Lipman Professor of Criminal
Justice at Northeastern Universi-
ty. “Nationally we are at a 30-year
low. A homicide rate at 6 (per
100,000) is as low as 1967 It is not
true that homicides are at 2 30
vear low for all segments of the
population in all areas. And in that
overall crime trend, you miss a lot
of the action.” :

Some of the pieces that get lost
in the overall downward trend re-
late to the recent teenage shoot-
ings at schools in towns such as
Littleton, Colo., or Conyers, Ga.
There are several incongruities.
First, these shootings grab head-

“lines. A check of statistics reveals

that juvenile crime is decreasing.
Possibly because of the publicity
these shootings bring, people say
thev feel less safe in suburbs. The
1998 figures show that there may
be anather reason why percep-
tions are not matching the overali
statistics: Youth homicide rates
are half of what they were five
vears 2go, but twice as high asthey
were 1 years ago.

There are other -anomalies.
“The biggest drops in the '90s
have been among woung black
males, where the biggest increases

were during the crack era of the

1980s. There has not been much of
2 drop in the 1980s among white
teenagers in suburban and rural
areas,” Fox said.

Another aberration in the over-

all downward trend has 1o do with
small cities. In smalt cities across
the nation, there were more mur-
ders last year. This was the only
size of city—with a population of
10,000 10 24.995—where the mur-
der rate went up. In larger cities
ané suburbs, the trend was all
downward. While criminologists
caution about making one yeatr's
uptick into a trend, the increase—
zbout 4 percent—is notable.
Alited Biumstein, a criminolo-
gist at Camegie-Mellon Univers:-
ty, said he thinks the most signif-
icant trend in the 1898 Uniform
Crime Reports was the drop wn .
gun-related homicides. The toral
number of homicides decreased
fromn 18,208 in 1997 1o 16,904 in
1995—a drop of 1,295. The num-

" ber of homicides in which a fire-

arm was used declined from
10,729 in 1997 to 9,143 in
1998—az drop of 1.586. '

“The decline in homicides were
all accounted for by the decline in
firearm homicides,” said” Blum-
-stein. “T think it i¢ an importiant
observation. [ think the variety of
efforis that have been pursued in
recent years to restnct access to
firearms seem 1o be having some
effect.”

But are those efforts really re-
sponsible? With so little research
in the area, it is difficult to reach a

“ solid conclusion, Pennsylvania

State Unjversity  criminologist
Darrell SteHensmeier and Federal
Bureau of Prisons research analyst
Miles D, Harer noted in an August

article in the Journal of Research
in Crime and Delinquency:

" =The ose and now the sudden
drop in crime rates offers a kind of
natural experiment for investigat-
ing the macro forces that shape
crime trends (especially because
the trends are somewhat uneven

across jurisdictions.) Because it
ranks as one of the most pressing
theoretical and policy issues facing
criminology/criminal justice to-
day, the lack of systematic re-
search on crime trends of the past
decade or s0is both surprising and
disappainting.”

The Washington Jost
Monday. October18. 1999



Siueep ing Them Off Their Feet

Fabio Muscles His Way Into the Italian American Awards

By Prren Cartson

Waushingran Posc Sioff Writer

the 24thannual National ltalian American
Foundation awards dinner at the Washinglon
.Hilten on Saturday night, picking up women.
Literally. -
Women flocked to the man whose square jaw,
long blond mane and muscular chest decorate the
covers of countless romance novels. They hovered
around him Lke ‘bees around a blossom. Ocea-
sionally, one would whisper something in his ear
and he'd reach over, eHortlessly pick her up and cra.
dle her in his arms. smiling broadly, while some-

- body snapped a picture. . _
=& woman-should feel like 2 woman, and some-

F abio, the famous Italian hunk, hung around at

times you have to do a little something extra to -

make. themn feel like 3 woman,” he explained. “]
picked up a womanuone OtidTehwho'weighEd 300.
ounds. | keep mysell in good shape. _
i At one poﬁnt. Rep. Comnie Morella {(R-Md.)
walked over to Fabio and remarked that every time
she saw him, he was being mobbed by women.
“1t's hard work.” he said, grinning, “but some-
body's got to doit.”

He did not pick up the congressworm-
an: Nor did she ask to be picked up.

Eabio wasn't the -only famous babe-
magnet at the dinner. President Clinton

appeared, too. But he did not pick up

any women, literally or figuratively, per-
haps because he was accompanied by
his wife. The frst lady is pondering a
run for the Senate next year against
New York's Italian American Mayor Ru-
delph Giuliani, who did not attend the

. dinner, although he'd been invited. No-

body in the room discussed the race—at

-least not publicly.

To the surprise of absolutely no one,
the president praised lalian Americans:
“Your work ethic. your family ethic and
your compassion have made America 2
better place.” He also reminded the
crowd of 3,000 that two of the four men
who have served as his chief of slaff are
ltalian Ameticans—~Leon Panetta and
John Podesta. “And the ather two wish

* they were,” he added.

The Clintons left before dinner.

_which might have been a mistake. The

food was fabulous—an antipasto of

.fresh mozzarella and prosciutto, a spicy

seafood cioppine soup and lamb chops

. perched atop Alfrede noodle cake, all of

itwashed down with good Italian wines.
At one point during dinner, actor Ray
Romano appeared on the room's four
huge video screens to urge the people to
boogie down: “You're Italian. Do
chicken-dance. Let loose.” :
That ot a laugh, but nobody did anv
dancing. chicken or otherwise. Thev

couldr't. There was no room. The Hil-

ton's International Ballroom. which is
as big 3s a football field. was packed

+ with 3,000 people. They'd paid $350 a
- plate—the.money going to the founda-

tion’s college scholarship fund. _
The women in the crowd were re-;
splendent in glorious dresses of every |

_conceivable style and color. The men, in

contrast, were all attired in nearly iden- =
tical black-and-white tuxedos. This
made the room look a bit like a conven- ¢
tion of 1,500 headwaiters and the wom- =’
en who love them. . oo

“For those of you in the back,” said
CNBC anchor Maria Bartiromo, who -
was emceeing the event, “] am not Jack
Yalenti."

Valent, the Motion Picture Associa-
tion of America chairman, usually em-
cees these dinners, but this year Barti-
romo got the nod because Valent was

-~one of the honorees, receiving the foun- -

dation’s Wetime achievement award for .-
public service. %

Other awards went to-Massimo Fer- .
ragamo, the shoe baron: Ronald Zarrel-
la, executive vice president of General ;
Iotors Corp.; Patricia Russo, executive
vice president of Lucent Technalogies;
Frederic Salerno, senior executive vice
president of Bell Atlantic; Frank Stella,
the foundation's former chairman; and
Matt LeBianc, the actor who plays Joey
Trebbiam on the TV sitcom “Friends.™ .

Earlier in the day, LeBlanc and his
iLalian American mother were given a
personal tour of the White House by the |
president. “My mom ‘was pretry im-
pressed.” he said. “I was really floored .1
just shut my mouth and listened to
him.”

After receiving hisaward. LeBlancin-
troduced his mother to the crowd. “Ital-
jan moms are just the best,” he saic.

Mobody disputéd him, '

Ehe Washington Post
Monday. October 18,1999
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THE WHITE HOUSE

.Ofﬁce of the Press Secretary
(Sar:l'Diego, Cahiforma)

{Embargoed until 6:00pm, May 16, 1999)

' STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

Today, the FBI released preliminary data showmg that cime: fcll another seven percent m 1998,
with an eight percent decline in murder and an eleven percent decline in robbery.. Crime is now

" down for a remarkable seventh year in a row. More commumty police on our streets and fewer

guns in the hands of cnmmals have helped make our commumt:es the safest they have beenina .
generation. : : :

- But tragic events like the Littleton shootmg remind us that our work i is far from done, We in

Washington have a respon51b111ty to support iaw enforcement ofﬁcers and pass common sense
gun legislation. We should start by closing the gun show loophole that allows ciminals and

. “juvenilés to buy guns at gun shows wlthout .50 much as a background check In this way, we can

keep the crime rates commg down,

30-30-30



