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Educ~tion Bill May Be Too Hot for Senate Republicam; 
" , ,'" , ' " parties lire disinclined to compromise so 

By JI ;.: I, hl.O\; 1I111,Z , ' , " , , n'car to the eJectiun, Cunnecttcut Sen. ,Iu-
,,,,,II H",.",-,.'r,,' THE \1'\1,1. STlltJ-,T .1",'''''',\1. M f S hi" ", hI' b an and other 1lI0derate Delll-

\\'ASIIlN{;ToN-E.lal'lIlioll is a hot i~- __ ~n~y __ ~r __ C_O~c , __ , '_, , , ___ 0"'" _ .... _____ . ~:~ats·l~a~~;\IP with-a-planto increase--
. '-slIe',n pllhh"'?I·mlolq 1fllls-.an:' the III es~' Fedeml p.ducallOnill spendln!~peaked til 1978· 79 and 1979,80 at 9,8 Yo, Chart shows eduration s(iencling by $3::' billion over five 

,tclltlale:lOlp;IIj!Il, ;\lItl,ful' St'n,lle H,:pllhlt- where public sch()ols get Ihelr money for sp.lpcted y,:ars, In billions of dollars. years (which tltey cal<:lllated would appeal 
(':IllS. th:lllIlay (111':111 II s,h'IJ hilI til h,lIulle, to Democrats). hut loosen government con-

TIII' Senate i5:.' \\'.'!'k 1Il11l,ddJ:ltP Blllhe $,100 ',,; ImJ over how the money is spent (whkh 
l~kmelltal'Y atlll ~,,,,'ol\llar~' E(\lll'allllll 1\1'1. ~ l I wonld entire Rrpublicans). The ml'astlre 
1,1' ESE". tllI~ hib;I'SI l'i.,('1' ttl 1'11\11'01111111 ~co __ . won onlv 1:1 votes. 10 from its sponsors. 
Iq;i~lali(ln fit thply!'ar, II's a madl'·for thr· 300 S'tate, .' I"'} RP.pljblican control', of the senate 
1':llllI'ras °lllfllrtlllilly fill' till' Iwo parlles 10 I'" , ,J .. ,', , means Ihe GUP bill, is certain to pass if it 
IOllt IIlPi!' ('lllu'at !on III~ ns brfnre I~(', fall Federal 'g' f- " ' 4~A% :, comes to II vote, but Democratic opposition 
!'\('dions, 11111 I:ql\lhlwans are (llvld!'d 200 '. " ,',: : '.. is so intellse that it may never come to 
('I'pn all1l1l1l: thl'(,II~('II'ps 01'1'1' Ihl' hl~hly . ~ ,: r .,,' thaI. For one. thing, Democrats want to 

, JlarllS,';ln hili, whll'1! was ,\Hlllen hy liOP , FIlII" ':i offer a gun.conlrol amendment uncler the 
lII11s"I\'aIlI'I'S. . ,100 Ii1II!I ' , ',",' ESEA provision that involves the g()vern-

1lf'1II0(Tats ill!' it('hi!ll! to olfer a glln· ,m:.m I.5iII ' ' .. 48.0'% ,ment ill school safety-a plan that Repuhli-
nllltrni allll'llllnll'!\1, willd, wOllld fon'e Re· !m :. ,,':: cans ilre calling a poison pill. The amend-
(llIhlkans inlo a ,1lt-h;llr, Ihey ~ave heen '0 - _ • _____ ....... ___ ' _, ~"6.6% me'nl, which requires gun locks amI ba(:k. 
aI'olllllll: for a ),!'ar, ",esult'nt Chlllon has 1965.66 1975.76 1978.79 1979-80 1985-86 1990-91 1995-96 1996·97 j!'r()und checks for sales at gun shows, IS 
~:lilf he will velo ,he hill in nllY I'venl hc· , " . ' ' " Ihe dUlllicate of a gun-safety amendment 
('"IIS!' it leaves (1111 silt'h ('rowd pleasprs as SOlfl,e: U,S, O~p"flme"l or [dOle.fIOn, Na"onal Center 'or Education Slal'sl'c, : 10 a juvenile.justice bill that passed the 
his III'u~'rnm to 1'1'1111('1' class SI7.e, ,Senate last year, with Vice President AI 

All that is l\1;ikill(.! thl' eduration bill, ii, Hut thr hill also rilrtl (iOP motirrates. schoul districts 10 deride how to spend iI. Gore casting the tie·breaking vote. , ' 
IlN'kHk(' more t)'mllrle fhan it may be induding Vermont Sl'n . .lim Jeffords. who Democrats ('minter that Ihe low·income The HOllse failed to pass a similar mea' 
\\"urth to Ihl' HI'PUI,'III';(IlS, t'xcppt as a !l0III· is rhairmall of the EtiUl:atioli COlnmitt('e children lilat ESE A IS ,supposell 10 helll sure. though. and Repubhcllns have 
hal isslI!'. Sf'lla"'1 )llajol'ity !,!'aller Trent bill abstaim~d from votiug on some of the wouhl be ignored if states COlilel sppnd fed- avoided the glln issue ever since by not 
1,.11 or l\Iissis~illl'i" 1'!'!>sst'11 by Demoeratic bill's iinportant mrasun's,.. eral education dollars as Ihey choose, scheduling meetings to resolve differences 
!'.tassill'hlls!'lts SI",1. Ellw;ntl Kl'llnt'dy for a· The most mnlt'nthius of those wOllld Block granl), and vouchers would have brtween the House and Senate bills. With 
I'rlllllisl' Ihat Mr. ,I III! wIlllld mntillul' the Ch;III!:,P the IV;!y Title·1 money is distrib- lieenpnoilgh 10 assure cnngressional oppo- imaj!es of Columbine High School an!l,tI~e 
('(Iliration dt'lia'" IIIIS w .. ('k ,offl'red only a .1I1f'd. Inslrad III going- 10 SdlllOls with high SHiUlI anI! a presidential veto anyway, Million Mom March for gun safety frt'sh m 
1t~l'i'll't's"onse: "Tha! IS illY hope and III' enrollmenls of 1'001' chihlrrn as it does says a Democratic staff('r. But Ihe Demo- voters' millds, the GOP.is even less eager, 
It'IIL" ( . now the Illonl'v \\'ollid be "altached" to Ihe erals' also are Irale that thp education bill to see the gun issue surface now. "We are 

ESE A !s Ihe f"I"'ral trllv('rnme!lf's lila· PIHl~ dlildren: and would follow them to doesn'l contal~1 any IIf Iheir favori~e pro· despe~'ate ~ot to have this dehate become a 
jill' flJllll1lll!lIent'II! 1'llIlIalllln-;I (.real So· the schoul of their choice. nl'llUblicans eall grams. Those I,nrllllie the preSIdent s pilin gun flghl, says a GOP staffer, who pre-
dely·era law Ihat HOW fllllllris ~honl $15 Ihe hlt'a "pQrtahility" ·anll. artrlle Ihat Ihe to cut dass size hy h('lping ".11.' stales hire diets Sen, Lott· wi!1 plill. the e~ucation bill 
hilliflll a year III .IIII' seh"nls. With aboul 10\\,·,'!'rfllrtllilltr sehonls Ihal many ()(lor an additional 100,000 leachers; money to fmm Senale conslderallon 'f It looks like 
half Ilf Ihal gtlillJ!:l1l In\V·inl'llme kids ',YlJllllgslI'l'S altenl! woultl he force(1 to im·· helll dislril"ts huild and renovale schools that might happen., 
Ihrnul!h Ihe :1("I'~ ~o"'alll'll Title I provi· IlHlve ulllier thl;ir plan. OIhrt'lvise. Ihey anti pay for after·sehoul programs: and an For another thing, with PresidentClin: 

, silins. In the past. tI\I' 1i1'1! yt';'" reanlh()ri- wllll"l facl' Illsill~ slndents ,11111 Ihe mOlley accountability plan Ihal would w,ithhtlld I?n vowing to v~to the bill anyway, Repllb-
7.;1I111I1S havl' 1!!'III'l'all'd Ill!(('h "I'bale fill· Ihl'y hrim: with them. Hut Demorrals see sOllie funds from schouls that tion t meet Ilcalls may deride they can get an educa· 
11,11"('" hy hil'arlisall al~I'I'r,JIlellt at the enll. Ihl' nwaSIlI'l~ as akin to v!llldll'I'S. all!ll'Oll' sludrlll'p"rforrn,ince slandanls. tion plan even ,more, to their liking in a 
Hilt edlleatinll's hh:h "wfile this electionlrnd Ihal Title 1 money wnultl he div('rteti With such wildly opposed ,visions, the potential George W. Bush adniinistralion. 
ll';lr has.elllh'(j thl~ r-lllllily, fmlll nerdysrhools and ent! UJl in middle· 
, "Edlll'alion h;I'~ h('1'1I a vktim of its own class Iwil!hhflrholliis. 

~1I1'('ess," says ,1111:1 I':u'kl'r. a IlIhhyisl for Equally <li"ish'l' is a IIl1'aSlll'1' Ihal 
Ihl' National Etillt'i~tillil Assof'iatioll. "Both wnlllli spuli 11101'1' federal Innlls 10 SUIll!' 

parties wanllo hail' 1'1'(,1111 lor education." :slales in til!' lorm of block grail Is. Thai's a 
Thl' dash beg:U1 this spring whl'n flOP .pl'/I'nllial f"',<lfile among HI'IJllhlirans. 

("nnsl'l'valil't's til':,rt"'1 all ('(Ineation hill who l\av(~ht'l'lI l'aJ!pr in l'eel'llt YP'II'S 10 
111;(1 (llllragl'l\. S(;lIatt' Etlwalillll Commit· '1:0111'1 vllters h~' I'II'IJ-:I~tinl: Illorr Illllilry for 
11'(' n"m,IITals, ",Ii,' IIl1allilllol:~I}' "Plios('II, ('dilution, hili wll.1 walll lilt' slall's :111(1 
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Fighter' Plane' 
Faces Doubts. 

.. As Rifts Grow 

has ended," said a defense official who 
has been following the internal contro­
versy closely. "They are still trying to fig­
ure it out." 

: Even a reduction of Sl billion in the 
Navy's commitment to the Joint Strike 
Fighter could have a significant impact on 
Iheprogram, which is also being sup­

. ported by the Air Force and the Marine 
Corps, . . 

A senior Air Force official said if the 
, Nuvy pulls its support, causing the cost of 

By"Gr.EG JAFFE ::It: Joint Strike Fighter to the other ser' 
And A:\:\,F: I\I.\RIE S(,'l'EO I'ices to rise, the Air Force could scale 

,\/,,:( Rell"""', HI Till. \VALL STREET J"t'!!>:\L I)a"k its commitment as well, 
The co;tiitioll of militarv services be. The Air Force has indicated it could 

hind tile Joint Strike Figiller attack plane, purchase upgraded F-16s.instead of the 
IS shOWing signs of cracking, raising ques. .I0int Strike Fighter. thIS otflclal said, The 
lions alJolI! the long·lerm Vlabilitv of tile Air Force IS worned any nse III the Joinl 
11lgh'llrl('I:' program. . Suik!' Fighter's price could eat into its 

Senior navy offiCials. Who are putting other priorities, which. include the F-2~ .. 
10lielher Ihe service's Any reduction III the program also IS 

_ ' ,,' five· year projected worrisome for Lockheed ,i\1artin Corp .. Be· 
., ~ blldgel due out la!er th(sda. Md .. and BOl'ing Co .. Seattle. the 
._. ~ this' month. initiilll\' two wmpanies locked in a battlp. IQr the 

'. ~ wanted to takt' about drvelopmrnt contract. or lit least the lead· 
'itif.", ~~" : 52 billion out oi the mg role in the project. A decision on the 

,'~ , I" program to'help fund LOntrart is scheduled for Man:h20(1l. 
"".: ........... ;, the service's shipbuild.' Mr. Cohen's office has worked hard in 

~\i' -.".-., I ing program, i't:'Cfllt months to maintain SUPllort f(lr the 
.1; '\~ .... ./. Following a strong plane amonl!'all the services. Only the 

~'1\.:::...."""" ;.~ warnillgfrom the of- !\tarine Corps. which says it desperately 
,;:.<:::\ .,::.. ~!;~ fict' of Defense Serre- /leeds the attack jet to modernize its aging 
~:.,::;~~ ~ ':t;· {~ tary William Cohen fleet. has given its unconditional backing. 
""""'"::' .... , ' ~." lasl week. the i'\avy In early May. Deputy Defense Seere· 

111111/111/ (',)11/'1/ scall:'d bark its ClitS. Tary Rudy de Leon told senior Air Force 
Irs current plans are . and Navy leaders in a memo the Joint 

·10 pull abnlll $1 billion fl'OlI1 the pro:,:ram Strike Fighter program "is at a critical 
!roHl :!OO~ to :10U7, offiCials said'. Juncture" and there is "no marltin for de· 

TIl<' Joint Strik~ Fighter. whIch i~ still lay in producing the aircraft." , 
in relatil'ely early stages of dt'velopml:'nt. So far. Mr., Cohen. a strong proponent 

,is expt'fted to cosT .522(1 billion dunn" the" of the. fIghter Jet. has been able to hold the 
1l'.'XI sewral decades Th' D. ~ . ('(lalmon to~ether. But there IS Widespread 
. . . e epartlllt'nt III arkllowledoeml.'llt tile Pentagon call't af. 

D .. !t'nst' \'''IS expected fO ront ··b..... " .. '. ... '. , II ute awut ford each of the three fighter'jet pl'OgI'ams 
'I) billion, dlln~g t1~r next five ),e,ars .. "1 currently in the Defense Dt'pal'tment's 
don t tlunk tll~ :\al'Y s deba/e Ion funding I budget. The JOint Strike Fighter is not as 

tully developed as the other two planes, 
another reason it mav be vulnerable. 

From the outset: the Joint Strike 
Fighter was supposed to represent a new 
model for the way the Department of De· 
tense PUrchases weapons. By encouraging 
the Navy. Air Force and Marines to buv 
essentially the same plane. initial costs 
would be reduced, Long·term mainte· 
nance costs would also be rt'dured because 
thl' Sl'rVlt'I.'S rould order the s'ame parts. 

Whilt' such an approach to bu~'ing 
li;:hter jet, makes St'IlSt' financially. It 
i\!Sn has s~l'ious drawbac"s. "It is tou!!'h 
tor a smg!t' plane to be illl things to all of 
lht' services, making it tough 10 keep e\,· 
('ryon!' un board," said Steven Kosiak. di· 
rertor of bud!W slUdies for the Center for 
Stl',ltegir and Budl:'t:'t;lry ASsessments. a 
nonpartisan thin!; tank in Washin:;!!on. 
"Ttgllt budgN pressures mak" it even 
tOHfThpr .. 
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