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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 3, 1997

Mary and Paul Root

- OQuachita Baptist University
Post Office Box 3789
Arkadelphia, Arkansas 71998

Dear Mary and Paul:

Thanks for your letter of January 16. As
usual, it was thoughtful, insightful, and

encouraging. I know that our secondary schools
could greatly benefit from your attention once
again.

We missed you at the Inauguration but hope to
be able to see you later this year. Abby is
beautiful -- Jeff and Deborah should be so
proud of her!

Sincefely,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 4, 1997

The Root Family
239 Cherry Street
Arkadelphia, Arkansas 71923

Dear Deborah, Jeff, and Abby:

Thank you for remembering me at Christmas and
for sending the wonderful picture of Abby.
She's beautiful -- I know you must be so proud
of her.

You all have my very best wishes for a healthy
and happy year.

Sincerely,



OUACHITA

" BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

January 16, 1997

Bill cClinton, President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500~-2005

Dear Mr. President:

I have not written since before the election. Tuesday, November 5,
was a great day in the history of this country. It was great to
see you and Hillary at the party for former staff members.

. We saw you Monday night on CSPAN awarding the Medal of Honor to a
group of African-American families, an honor that was long overdue.

We have been recéeiving information and invitations to events at the
Inaugural. We will be unable to attend because we are starting a
new semester and the National Council for the Accreditation of
Teacher Education is returning to our campus for a site visit on
February 22. We must be diligent concerning our preparation. We
will save the 1nv1tat10ns, place them in a scrapbook and treasure
them forever.

Since I am fast approaching retirement age, I am evaluating my -
previous activities and wondering how I might spend my time in a .~
useful way. Arkansas is on a plateau in terms of race relations.
Race relations are not bad, they just have ceased to improve it
seems to me.. Relations between groups in this country have
improved sporadically, not gradually. I think we have reached
another period of time when improved relations needs a catalyst.

Mary and I spent almost ten years trying to improve desegregation
in Arkansas public schools before I came to work for you. We
believe something similar to a desegregation center is needed again_
but with an emphasis on academics. We are thinking about school
1mprovement--Goals 2000 in desegregated schools.. These are. the
- schools in Arkansas where unemployment is hlghest and famlly 1ncome.
and test scores are lowest.

We ' think we might have a chance at  some- fundlng th ough the;(

Arkansas Rockefeller Foundation. If there is any. dlscretlonary
money in the U.S. Department of Educatlon for such &’ “venture;: I
would llke to know about 1t o St -

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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I think we could get John Merrow of PBS to include us in one of his

reports. He has been here at Ouachita a couple of times and we

have become good friends. He came the first time because you had
named me as a favorite teacher. R .

We continue to be impressed with your composure and leadership with
daily distractions. Even Brummett has been impressed. He wrote an
article recently saying that Gingrich is down and Clinton is still
on his feet.

Arkansas unemployment is below five percent. Several people are
trying to take credit for our good fortune but I believe we all
know it is the foundation that you laid in the ’‘80’s that explain

it.

i1 undérstand that your concerns and priorities are different now in
erms of "major accomplishments" versus "nice things to do." I
iwant you to be successful for the good of all of us, but Mary and

‘I want to be included in one of .your "nice doings." We are still

‘interested in "Senior Day at the White House" involving a number of
High school seﬁT3FE-T?%ﬁ_?EEH‘EthET"'Han School Day at the

mansion in thtle Rock remains one of our shining memorles.

Teacher educatlon is Arkansas has significantly improved in the
last ten years. NCATE is sometimes resented because we are being
forced to do things we have been saying for years that we should
do. I think we are producing well prepared teachers now. We have
never recruited students into teacher education, we always worked
with the students who came to us. We have always had a good number
of excellent students, but the major problem has been the numbers
that quit after one year of teaching. We taught them to teach the
students who wanted to learn. The students who were required to
attend but did not necessarily want to learn run them off. We are
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now doing a better job of preparing beglnnlng teachers to deal with .

the unmotivated.

The better salaries and the higher standards are drawing and

maintaining a stronger teacher force just as you envisioned. I
remember checking teachers salaries in 1984. I found several
experienced teachers making $9500. Today the average teacher’s

" salary in Arkansas is approaching $29,000. Married students who
graduate here and both get teaching jobs can afford a new home
immediately. That was made possible by your vision, persistence
and tireless effort for education. If education is going to be an
absolute necessity to escape poverty in the 21st century and then
high school drop-out rate is 25%, could that mean that the numbers
of people in poverty could rise to about 25% of the population? If
- that is even partially true, it makes Goals 2000 more important
than most of us have realized. : '

We will be watching the inauguration. We are very proud of you and
maybe a little extra proud of being Arkansans. We hope to get to
Washington in late spring or in. the summer. Hope to see you then.
Keep doing what you are doing. You are on the right track.



Jeff and Deborah wanted to be sure you received their greeting and
I guess it’s my fault that it did not reach you before Christmas.
Of course, the picture is the important message. She 1is Mary
Abigail Root, better known as "Abby" and she’s a much loved
daughter and granddaughter, It’s been great to add her to our
family circle to join Larry and Terrie’s children, Wes, Lorraine
and Olivia. The girls were thrilled to receive their letters from
you last fall. Thanks for your kindness and thoughtfulness for all
the children of our country.

Sincerely, : .
@*’«%W.
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to those you love.
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