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East Room'of the White House today for’ taig very ‘important .

' announcement ‘and. this - 1mportant roundtable. And by extens1on, let me"”'”

‘welcome Mayor Susan’ Hammer-.and ‘the CEO.of Netscape, Jim Barksdale,’

~and ‘others who. are with us via satelllte today from the\Stonegate ';fijaV

School 1n San Jose, Callfornla.tpg,’ ;
e ,,U;f In my State of the Unlon adjress, I sald that the
greatest step . our . country must’ take to prepare for ‘the- 2lst century
'is to’ensure that all of our people have the best ‘education 'in the:
world == that every 8-year~old can read, that every 12-year-old ‘can.
1og onto the Internet, that every’ 18-year-old ‘can ‘go on to. college,
that every Amerlcan adult can contlnue to learn for a llfetlme., Js

But the most 1mportant thlng of all 1s that we know
whether we are learnlng what ‘we need td. know. " And that requlres>i'

somethlng Amerlca has. put off d01ng for too: 1ong.“ ‘the embra01ng of aﬁ"*’

-genuine commltment to national’ standards of learnlng ;for our young

) people.e-I ‘have challenged every\state to embrace: natlonal standards o

" and to. part1o1pate dn 1999 in an examlnatlon to see - whether ‘our S
chlldren ‘have met. those standards for 4tn graders 1n readlng and 8thl;”’“
_ graders 1n math. : ' : . AR P e ,

,'lt - o .

Today, Amerlca 8. largest scqool system and leaders of

mllltary schools in the ‘support of- the national standards movement
I thank- Delalne Eastin. I thank ‘the 200 high tech executlves who -

have supported this. And I thank them fir their pledge riot. just to ;f"
“announce their support today, but to- wrlte\every governor,_every o

" school" board,_every state educatlon ‘lead=r and ask them to .,:mw_
part1c1pate 1n the standards crusade.‘gofyc:?,"uvjh_ o 54: ’

of America's school- chlldren are now on the road to. measuring their"’

- ‘'students agalnst ‘those high- standards.f If any state understands’ thep,

“‘challenges we .face in. the 21lst century 'in the global economy 1n an

future.;fhm _»

-

those in Callfornla today have glven poverful new, momentum to the
crusade for: national. educatlon standards Educatlon ‘and” bu51ness

‘leaders, Republicans and Democrats ‘and 1ndependents, ‘people ‘all f~gWgﬂftJ
committed to'seeing politics’ stop at’the schoolhouse door 1n Amerlcajy

have no; stopplng place in- tomorrow‘s world l‘\,':_

{ ‘ i [ T I o Lo KO LUy .. .

THE PRESIDENT' Let me welcome all of you here to the M

- For Immedlate Release rfpl,ﬁf Aafff,:t”‘,ﬁﬁ,;{‘*fAPriIQZle?97yﬁ'k°m4

¥

‘1 Information Age, 1t is ‘surely Callfornla,_our gateway to. much of thef”
' world ‘and the home of many of the 1ndustr1es that w1ll shape our I

Callfornla and all of you vho are here today and all ofi'

1ts most forward-leanlng -high-tech 1ndustr1es have-joined together todsfk‘
“put - California: alongs1de Maryland, ‘Michigygan, North Carolina;,  and . our’ L

e . It has been less than- two nonths Since. I called on every"‘fl
L state to adopt high national’ standards. Today, with: Callfornla = L
- endorsement ,states ‘and school" systems that educate nearly 20 percentf_:
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R "", I want to thank everyone who has made thls po351ble. Ingi‘
" ‘thank’ especially Secretary Rlley for his work:'and the Vice President -

.o 'in partlcular for the work he did to put thls ‘group . together tcday..'*

. This 'is a very, very happy day: for me. personally, but more o s
: w,lmportantly,,for the cause of . educatlonal advancement and reform andf B

. “standards. ' R g R IE T S L SO R

oo ' . - H
o . PN |

‘And’ now| I'd llke to call on the" Callforn1a1,5"{

C. fSuperlntendent of . Publlc Bducatlon, Delalne Eastln, for any remarks ;fl”‘
' j;you mlght llke to make. P e o

- 'ﬁ-"* '*-'* *W AR j.f”

’

THE PRESIDENT._ Jlm, 1t's Pres1dent Cllnton. I d llke\

rf;to thank'you for:being' there and thank Congresswoman Lofgren and myﬁ;.aﬂ
'good frlend Mayor Susan Hammer.;_' 4 S . , i

I'd llke to ask you to ampllfy just a moment on -a p01nt

;kthat John Doerr ‘made - when he was 1ntroduc1ng you, when he polnted -out
-- that just the 240 companles -who ‘have endorsed this natlonal standards
. movement ‘today “have’ created’ 130,000 jobs in the last four years and :
'have thousands of job openlngs now waltlag to, be fllled PR :

We have trled very hard in thlS adminlstratlon to create o

i_;a cllmate and an env1ronment and to’ pursue pollc1es which would A
«\permlt us to increase the: number of. hlgh wage, good future aobs so T
‘3¢that we could ralse 1ncomes, average 1nc3mes 1n Amerlca agaln.J-

I thlnk 1t would be helpful 1f you would just state S

;Kexpllcltly from your peint .of view what the: relatlonshlp is in. hav1ng
_.f;cltlzens,\young people educated- accordlng to high national standards; >
’~Aand fllllng those jobs with young Americans’ ‘and- ralslng our average o 1
7., income. - Because I. think that's one thlng the American people. haven't R
' clearly focused .on, ‘the extent: to which: our ablllty to create. hlgh-' .

,hwyﬁwage jobs in-the end depends upon our. ablllty to produce people who )

”'gcan flll those jObS once they re. created

. of .our c1t1es -+ 8t: Louis and Chlcago come to mind because we've had;f;;'
“'studies there in the 'last 18 months: == there are six ‘to nine- - ot
. applicants for every entry level-job that opens up-. And yet you ,
.+ look around the’ country and. there are-tens of thousands of the. klnds

\1\,

And I w1sh you would talk about 1t just a llttle blth

T

* k3 *~* *'7l

THE PRESIDENT. Thank you very much Let ne just make

,utone other brlef p01nt about. ‘this; and: put it. agalnst one of our- otheri} i

big national’ challenge5‘~«{our ‘effort to reform the welfare . system_

\"{and to limlt the amount. of tlme ‘that able-bodled people spend .on:
.%nubllc ass1stance and to,ma mi ze, thelr movement lnto the work force,v

You have thlS unbellevable sltuatlon today where 1n some1”

of jobs that the ‘industries. represénted in this- ‘room-and out.in San

'5f;;'Jose have: opened and made avallable rlght now that cannot be fllled.'l”

x’

:°~5J1f1" So 1t is’ obv1ous, to take thlS one step further, that

- .'we'll never really answer the whole welfare reform challenge and move
'L”people from dependence to 1ndependence Lntll weé can-demonstrate: to o
“’‘employers that we have educated all of -our young people, .even our
‘*poorest young people, at a level of 1nternatlonal acceptance.v,.s“

| *‘T;" I'a. llke to go ‘on how' and talk to two people here who N

"ﬂmreally represent our children, and- ‘give them' a chance to: make a -
. 7 couple. of remarks. Let me ‘begin with- Carmen Cortez, ‘who 1s a*flrst
- .grade’ teacher. from the Olive Street Schcol in Porterville, - o SRR
-~ California..- She's been a reading spec1allst ‘and” an- elementary school,;ﬂA
o teacher for 30 years. -= I find that hard 'to belleve - (laughter)
"';but ever srnce she was. elght years old she s been an elementary ’

AU ot > el A
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lxschool teacher. (Laughter ) And ‘she! s N member of Callfornra s .
N statew1de coordlnating commlttee on stan*ards.; v : : TR

’ , . I d llke to begln by asklng her the questlon that we ,
f often get asked «whlch is that is it. realistic.for us to expect -that.
- we can set; standards that are at once high and meanlngful and, . -
.lsecondly, that can” be- achleved by virtually all of our students in a
" country with such a diverse student body. --.not. only diverse rac1ally
~and ethnlcally, but also. economlcally.- Is that reallstlc9, And I'd S,
- kllke for you to talk about' it based on your experlence.y Lo

a‘

*****

S K o THE PRESIDENT. Let me . just -~ I'd llke to empha51ze o
'what Carmen said == the most 1mportant tolng she sald.' Keep in mind

'gnow, here s somebody who- has been teaching- our: chlldren for 30 years.:f"‘

" I'am'so s1ck and tired of/peoplesassumlng on ‘the front end that
- children's' learning is limited because of their racial, their ethnlc
-~ or their income background or - whether they llve 1n some poor rural
. area ‘or: some 1solated 1nner-city. : o . M

S . C
L ‘ Thelr condltlons create gre=ter hurdles for them.‘-We R
- - should clear away the hurdles,,but we should- not lower. our B
"expectatlons.~ When we lower our’ expecta_mons of those kids, we' re
‘selllng ‘thém: down ‘the river, we are .not. doing’ our jObS as adults.f It
.- is our‘job to be the shepherds for thelr future, to brlng them 1nto a
. better future.~ : : S \ o ..

S . : ‘zf To me, the most 1mportant thlng that's been sald here o
““wsfitoday by anybody is a person-who has. been'an educator for "30. years~~,a"
' saying that when I ‘have high expectatlons for these . chlldren I flnd
- ‘that they meet those expectatlons., And I thlnk that's 1mportant.

(Applause) R T R A B I

e SO : I thlnk we ought to hear from the parent who is here, L
L .-x‘too. 'We have Lydla/Perez Howard - (phonetlc), parent ‘of a 3rd grade .. .
" *'. daughter who attends Cleveland Elementary School in Pasadena, N B
Ccalifornia. She's the vice president of. the PTA and active on the . ‘..

. school advisory council and ‘the: nelghborhood strengthenlng project. ‘

. And I'd like .to -ask her; to talk about how she feels about this whole'

T ‘Astandards movement and her daughter s’ future and how 1t w1ll affect

S S A

P e e THE PRESIDENT*~ Let me say why I thlnk Lydla's comments
“.:are s0 1mpcrtant ~In the end, whatever we do in the\schools ‘needs’ to s
be reinforced by what the’ chlldran hear at home. ' And we learned a T
lot over the last, oh, 12 or 13 years, s1nce the 1ssuance in 1984 of
'ﬁthe Natlon At Rlsk report o R »,_‘- o .,‘,r,,npy'

. o ~ But one of the most lmportant thlngs that I Learned 1n
“all these years I was worklng as a governor -on standards. and :
" educational 1mprovement is that 'in the United States there were'-too ,;
b 'ﬂmany parents who tended to believe that their children's. performance
", '+ ’in school was. largely due to their incore or their. rac;al .or ethnic
' abackground or. whether Engllsh was their first . language.} ‘And in a lot S
o of other cultures that we' re competlng with;" they believe their . - e
DR chlldren’s performance in school is. dlrectly related to effort and
’~_'Jthe level of support they get from the parents at home.~t

N L g “And 1t seems to me that you ‘can: have ‘a debate 1f you
) :‘want about what you think is rlght or is it 90 percent one and 10
~ . percent the. ‘other; but:- there is- only one attitude: ‘likely to produce
e ... positive results for the. children, and that is to believe that. what
" children- learn is’ largely ‘the function'cof effort and the level of - . .
. support they. get ‘in the: home. . So when:the parents say somethlng llke
>what Lydla has" sald lt seems to me profoundly lmportant :

i



)

. too. - We ¢annot. .become the country. we ‘ought, to become-.as a: multi-
- ‘ethnic,’ mult1-rac1al ‘democracy in-a world -that will value that
5 enormously in the absence of a, good eduratlonal system. ‘

. The other thlng I'd llke to say -—_.you. say you ‘came up
in the schools of ‘the Bronx in-a dlfferent time, It putime in mlndff
.of somethlng else that's espec1ally 1mportant to Callfornla. This
country has been bullt by generation after generation of. 1mm1grants0v-‘

" - who came to thls country -and ‘believed that their children would do"

better. than they did and would fully parcicipate in the Amerlcan R
Dréam. - ‘I would argue there were two elements to that. One is'the - .
1mm1grants worked like crazy, saved . and!gave ‘their klds a. better - .
"1life. " Second, their kids had a. good educatlcn and were a551mllated,,,. B
1nto the malnstream of Amerlcan llfe.g : » . : '
v " We are beccmlng an evermore plurallstlc society.\ And
more and more of our immlgrants are people who desperately need not - A
only : ‘for the. ‘working ‘age paréents: to have the chance to get good jobs
"and build a good ‘future, but for those. children to have that future,

‘.

N o And agaln, I say hav1ng teachers who belleve ‘in hlgh
expectatlons and’ having parents who believe that if their schools
work, properly and have high expectations, they Wlll support that and .
they will, tell thelr chlldren that "“what they learn will be'a function - ./
of effort more-than I.Q. -- those: two things’ will count more than R
anythlng else the rest: of us will do:" ‘Then all..of us have to do is.
show up; do our: part ‘ahd .create the system that will enable those .
kinds of teachers,. those. Xinds of .parents,‘and.those kinds of . . oo

k"ﬁ‘chlldren to succeed. So I think we ougkt. to give. our teacher and our;»m”:

. ! st

-

parent another hand.’ I thlnk they dld a. great job : (Applause )

I'd like to ask the Secretary of Educatlon, who has been,\

| my frlend and colleague on this for’ nearly '20 years now, to talk.a

little:bit about what we're doing to try'to work with the states to
get ‘the standards. movement up and going and, speciflcally, to .prepare .
the’ 4th grade reading and the 8th: grade math examination by 1999 so
that it meets the. standards’ that Delalne Eastin: and others in other
states would expect 1t to.<f;3“ L S T
" Mr Secretary B T R
V ****i*g" Ce T ’
- : THE PRESIDENT. I'd llke to leave everyone w1th thls one‘~’
_final polnt and then I'd llke to call on the Vice President ‘to close -
the meeting, tc tie something t gether that 5ecretary Riley talked” .= -
. about, .and what. Lydla Perez-Howard and what.Carmen Cortez said about . ...
. the students,‘and obviously what Delaine ‘said earller, and going. back,.”i
to. somethlng Jim Barksdale said about how everythlng that he s“' .
1nvolved 1n, ‘he, has to meet standards. B

L I, thlnk 1t s 1mportant to make a dlstlnctlon over and o
over agaln about what the dlfference is between what- we.propose here

o and what tests are in the classroom nornally.: We are striving for

%

_.what you would call -in manufacturlng a "zero-defect result," -which
" meahs we want to set high standards that" w1ll guarantee 100 percent

of the children, whether they graduate &zt the top of-their.class or
‘at the bottom or. somewhere in the mlddle,‘that they’ll Stlll have

,xto make‘our country strong. Whlch means that,,ln a glven class, a

student could make the highest grade in the class, ‘but if the student'““yf
- doesn't. achleve the standards—-it's still not good enough ‘and in. o - o

' another ‘class, even a student who might have the lowest ‘grade in thedﬂ

class would "still be a good successful performlng ‘learner and know
that :he -o¥ she c¢an: have ‘a good future and has been glven a good
educatlon. That 1s the 1mportant thlng J]t. )
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‘:jhar, and we'l re determlned to see. that th=y do. 1t.
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SO Furthermorev these examlnatlone are not belng glven to
label anybody a failure,- but to glve everybody a.benchmark on which .

" they can build to-success.  Of course no: éverybody will'do well the ﬁuf;
Vf:flrst time they re given, - but we have ‘to know what the benchmark 1s.
- we’ have' to know what the roadmap is.,;;,* ;.n, o Lo Lo

Lo . ~t
‘)‘ i,
“

But T ]ust want to emphaSLze that aga1n° giffpafehts“

‘have the attltudes that we heard from Lydla, if teachers have' the

attitude we heard from Carmen, and states have the leadershlp that we .

“,xlheard from . Delalne, from John Doerr, from.all the folks:out in ‘San

.. Jose today,,we can- achleve v1rtually a- z=ro—defect soc1ety from . an

.- educational poxnt of view and give our ‘children the’ future they- need
o+ -And espec1ally 'states that are on’ the cutting edge: of - thelfuture,
“both in terms of being hlghly pluralistic and having thosé new jobs .

i

of tomorrow, places llke Callfcrnla w1ll be the greatest B

o . ! . .
~ . . , L
d

So I thlnk 1t's 1mportant that we go out there and talk

”fabout thls, so that ‘everyone understandc exactly what we, mean. . These "~
-are dlfferent from what most people think of as- classroom tests, ‘and

we need to, hammer that home.: We belleve all these klds can clear the
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 1, 1997

CALIFORNIA EDUCATION ROUND TABLE ON
NATIONAL STANDARDS AND TESTING

DATE: April 2, 1997
LOCATION: The East Room
BRIEFING TIME: 2:05 pm - 2:30 pm (Red Room)
"EVENT TIME: 2:30 pm - 3:30 pm
FROM: Bruce Reed
Michael Cohen

PURPOSE

To highlight the support from the state of California and the high tech industry for your -
national standards and testing proposal.

'BACKGROUND

You will be hosting a round table discussion with California educators and high tech
CEOs in front of an audience of 150 members of the education and business communities.
The Vice President and Secretary Riley will also be participating. This is an opportunity
for you to receive the endorsement of Delaine Eastin, the California State Superintendent
of Public Instruction, and over 200 high tech industry leaders for your national standards
and testing proposal.

liforni rintendent Endorsem
The California endorsement means that nearly 20 percent of the Nation’s students are
committed to participate in the standards and testing program. Superintendent Eastin’s
endorsement makes California the fourth state, after Maryland, Michigan, and North
Carolina, along with the Department of Defense schools, to commit to participate in the
national tests. California public schools serve over five million students, representmg over
11% of the nation’s public school enrollment

High T hIn ’s Endorsement: -

John Doerr, partner in the venture capital firm of Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield & Byers, will
announce that a group of over 200 high-tech industry leaders who hire graduates from
across the country have endorsed the President’s standards and testing initiative.
Moreover, the iridustry leaders will write to all governors, chief state school officers; and
state board of education chairs calling on them to support national standards. Doerr will



be joined via audio feed from San Jose’s Stonegate School by Jim Barksdale, CEO &
President of Netscape Communications, Mayor Susan Hammer, and students who will
participate in the tests in 1999. Other CEOs will participate in the event at the White
House and from San Jose. The CEOs comihg to the White House will also meet with the
Vice President and Erskine separately. This is the fourth meeting the Vice President has
had with John Doerr and other high tech industry representatives since January. In these
meetings the Vice President specifically sought their support on this issue.

. PARTICIPANTS

Briefing Participants:
The Vice President
Secretary Riley
Sylvia Mathews
John Podesta

Rahm Emanuel
Bruce Reed
Michael Cohen

Jim Kohlensberger
Don Baer/Ann Lewis
Eli Attie

Event Pgﬁicip‘ ants:

The Vice President

Secretary Riley

John Doerr

Jim Barksdale, CEO and President of Netscape

Delaine Eastin, California State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Carmen Cortez, First Grade Teacher, Olive Street School, Porterville, CA
Lydia Perez-Howard, Parent of 3rd grade student, Pasadena, CA

. PRESS PLAN
Open
SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

- The President makes opening remarks and introduces Delaine Eastin, California State
~ Superintendent of Public Instruction

- Delaine Eastin makes remarks.

- The Vice President makes remarks and introduces John Doerr.

- John Doerr makes remarks and introduces Jim Barksdale,"CEO and President of .

Netscape Communications from Satellite site in San Jose. : ’
- Jim Barksdale makes remarks via satellite.
- The President would ask a question to Barksdale, and Barksdale will reply.



- The President says goodbye to the Satellite Site, and calls on the additional round table
participants to speak.

- California First Grade Teacher Carmen Cortez makes remarks.

- California Parent Lydia Perez-Howard makes brief remarks.

- Secretary Riley makes remarks. ,

- The Vice President thanks everyone for their time and closes the program.

REMARKS

Prepared by Speeghwriting.
ATTACHMENTS

- Participant list in speaking order.

- Fact Sheet on California Educational Standards.
- Statement from 200 CEOQs.



Background on Standards and Testing in California

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Delaine Eastin’s announcement of support for
California’s participation in your national standards and testing initiative comes against the
backdrop of a difficult history to set standards and assess student progress:in California over the
past 5 years, as well as a major political battle with Governor Wilson over participation in Goals
2000. Her announcement will garner support among key segments of the education community
(e.g., higher education, the AFT and NEA affiliates, the state PTA). It will also be played out in
the press and in the political arena against the backdrop of recent battles and developments,
including:

1. Gov. Wilson’s cancellation of the California Learning Assessment System (CLAS) in
1994. The CLAS test, initially hailed as a model of new, performance-oriented assessments, was
canceled by Gov. Wilson in 1994, only a few years after its initial administration. The testing
program came under strong attack, especially by conservatives, for a number of reasons. A
number of test questions were seen as focusing on values and invading student and family privacy,
and some of the reading passages contained material some viewed as objectionable. The political.
outcry that was generated by these concerns overwhelmed the capacity of the Department of
Education to defend the tests, and Gov. Wilson and the state legislature ended funding for the
tests in 1994. Since that time, there has been no statewide testing in California, although local
school districts continue to administer their own tests.

2. Establishment of a state standards commission. In 1995 Assembly Bill 265, with the
support of both Gov. Wilson and Delaine Eastin, and over the opposition of conservative
legislators, was enacted into law. The Act establishes a standards commission (2/3 of the
members appointed by Gov. Wilson, 1/3 appointed by Delaine Eastin) charged with respensibility
of developing model academic standards. The first standards, in Language Arts and Math at
Grades 4, 8 and 10, are to be completed and presented to the State Board of Education in
October 1997. Other subject areas will follow. These model standards will be the basis of
statewide tests to be developed. The math and Language Arts tests will be available in 2001.
However, unlike statewide tests in almost every other state, these tests will not produce individual
student scores. ' : ‘

In addition, to encourage individual student testing, this legislation provides a $5 per student state
subsidy to local school districts that test all students using a state-approved test.

3. Delaine Eastin’s Challenge Districts. In 1995, Delaine Eastin launched a standards-based
challenge to local school districts in California, to adopt local standards and local assessments,
and to be held accountable for year-to-year progress in reaching these standards. In exchange, the
California Department of Education provides these districts with technical assistance, networking,
and regulatory flexibility. : '

To support these local districts, and to shape the work of the standards commission discussed
above, Delaine has worked with the higher education community and New Standards to develop



model standards. These standards, nearing completion, will be consistent with the NAEP and
TIMSS frameworks that provide the foundation for the national tests.

Gov. Wilson’s 9-month refusal to accept Goals 2000 funds. From July 1995 to March 1996,
Gov. Wilson refused to permit California to accept Goals 2000 funds, because of unspecified
concerns about “federal intrusion.” This stance was well received among staunch conservatives in
the state, including in the legislature. However, after increasing pressure from the education and
business community, and considerable negative press, Gov. Wilson finally agreed to accept the
funds after receiving assurances from Secretary Riley that this would not interfere with
California’s ability to control its own education system. California is now using most of its Goals
2000 funds to support an early reading initiative.
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Background on Standards and Testing in California

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Delaine Eastin’s announcement of

~ support for California’s -participation in your national standards and testing initiative

comes against the backdrop of a difficult history to set standards and assess
student progress in California over the past 5 years, as well as a major political
battle with Governor Wilson over participation in Goals 2000. Her announcement
will garner support among key segments of the education.community (e.g., hlgher
education, the AFT and NEA affiliates, the state PTA}. It will also be played out in
the press and in the political arena against the backdrop of recent battles and
developments, including: :

1. Gov. Wilson’s cancellation of the.California Learning Assessment System

(CLAS) in 1994. The CLAS test, initially hailed as a model of new,
performance-oriented assessments, was canceled by Gov. Wilson in 1994, only a
few years after its initial administration. The testing program came under strong
attack, especially by conservatives, for a number of .reasons. A number of test

.questions were seen as focusing on values and invading student and family privacy,

and some of the reading passages contained material some viewed as
objectionable. The political outcry that was generated by these concerns
overwhelmed the capacity of the Department of Education to defend the tests, and
Gov. Wilson and the state legislature ended funding for the tests in 1994. Since
that time, there has been no statewide testing in California, although local school -
districts continue to administer their own tests.

-2. Establishment of a state standards commission. In 1995, Assembly Bill 265,

with the support of both Gov. Wilson and Delaine Eastin, and over the opposition of
conservative legislators, ‘was enacted into law. The Act establishes a standards
commission {2/3 of the members appointed by Gov. Wilson, 1/3 appointed by
Delaine Eastin) charged with responsibility of developing model academic standards.
The first standards, in Language Arts and Math at Grades 4, 8 and 10, are to be
completed and presented to the State Board of Education in October 1997. Other
subject areas will follow. These model standards will be the basis of statewide
tests to be developed. The math and Language Arts tests will be available in 2001,
However, unlike statewide tests in almost every other state, these tests will not
produce individual student scores.

In addition, to encourage individual student testing, this legislation provides a $5
per student state subsidy to local school districts that test all students using a

‘state-approved test.

3. Delaine Eastin’s Challenge Districts. In 1995, Delaine Eastin launched a
standards-based challenge to local school districts in California, to adopt local
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standards and local assessments, and to be held accountable for year-to-year
progress in reaching these standards. In exchange, the California Department of
Education provides these districts with technical assistance, networking, and
regulatory flexibility.

To support these local districts, and to shape the work of the standards
commission discussed above, Delaine has worked with the higher education
community and New Standards to develop model standards. These standards,
nearing completion, will be consistent with the NAEP and TIMSS frameworks that
provide the foundation for the national tests.

Gov. Wilson’s 9-month refusal to accept Goals 2000 funds. From July 1995 to,
March 1996, Gov. Wilson refused to permit California to accept Goals 2000 funds,
because of unspecified concerns ‘about “federal intrusion.” This stance was well -
‘received among staunch conservatives in the state, including in the legislature.
However, after increasing pressure from the education and business community,
and considerable negative press, Gov. Wilson finally agreed to accept the funds
after receiving assurances from Secretary Riley that this would not interfere with
California’s ability to control its own education system. California is now using
most of its Goals 2000 funds to Support an early reading initiative.
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California State Superintendent Eastin Responds to the Challenge. Today, California
rintendent of Publi ion Delaine E inwill' he President’s challen
h. hhmn fvln national measure the performance of 4th graders in

reading and 8th graders in math, Eastin will make her commitment to work to make sure that

students throughout Cahfomla can participate in these tests.

By takmg this action, »Cahfomla will insure that its students, parents and teachers will have honest,
_ accurate information about whether students are mastering basic skills. Eastin will be
accompanied by supportive educators and parents from California.

Nearly Twenty Percent of the Nation’s Students to Participate. California public schools
serve more than five million students, representing over 11% of the nation’s public school
enrollment. Currently, the states of Maryland, Michigan, and North Carolina, along with the U.S.
Department of Defense schools, are committed to participating in the national tests. With
lifornia’s pledge, the per f the nation’s students involved would increa nearly 20

percent,

High-Tech Industry Leaders Endorse Tests, Call on Other States to Participate. U.S.
Students must meet world class standards in order to thrive in the global information-age
economy of the 21st Century. John Doerr, partner in the Silicon Valley venture capital firm of

Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield & Byers, will announce that a group of over 200 technology industry -

leaders who hire gra from across th ntry has endorsed the President’s standards an
testing inix;iativg. Moreover, h hnology industry leaders will writ 1l governor

islative | hief | officers, and stat f ion chairs calling on them
to accept the Prgslglg nt’s ghgllgggg as well. Doerr will be _|omed via audio feed from San Jose’s

Stonegate School by Jim Barksdale, CEO & Presiderit of Netscape Communications, Mayor
Susan Hammer, and students who will participate in the tests in 1999. Other CEO’s will
participate in the event at the White House and from San Jose.

A Challenge to Every State: Make Sure Every Student Masters the Basics in Reading and
Math. Under the President’s plan, the U.S. Department of Education will give every state, school
district, and parent the opportunity to use voluntary tests of 4th grade reading and 8th grade
math, beginning in 1999. These tests will help states and local communities raise standards of
excellence for teaching and learning, and provide parents with accurate information about their
children’s academic performance. This will be the first time rigorous tests of reading skills at
grade 4 and math knowledge and skills at grade 8, tied to widely accepted national standards, are
available to measure individual student and school performance throughout the nation. President
Clinton’s Call to Action for American Education also stresses helping students prepare for the
tests, such as the President’s America Reads Initiative to mobilize an army of one million
volunteer reading tutors.
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Q’s and A’s on the California Sign-On/CEO Event -- April 1, 1997

Q: Does Governor Pete Wilson support the President’s testing proposal? Does
Superintendent Eastin have the authority to commit California to taking the tests?

A: Eastin is the elected Superintendent of Public Instruction in California. She is pledging her
personal support for this initiative and is committing to work with other public officials in
California to enable students there to take part in the tests. Governor Wilson has been notified of
Eastin’s decision; we are not aware that he has made any public comment at this time. We would
welcome his support, just as we have received strong support from Governor Engler in Michigan.

Q: Dovyou anticipate more states endorsing the President’s proposal soon?

A: We are talking to a wide range of states that are interested in participating in the tests in 1999,
Each state has to move at its own pace and work through the advantages to students, parents, and
teachers, as well as how the proposal relates to the state’s school improvement efforts. We are *
pleased with the strong support we have received so far, and expect that today s announcement
will help us build momentum for the effort.

Q: What kind of ‘response is the President’s testing plan getting on Capitol Hill?

A: Administration officials are talking with Members and staff to help them better understand the
President’s plan and to work through issues such as oversight of the tests. Both Chairman
Goodling and Subcommittee Chairman Riggs have publicly expressed their view that this is an
important initiative. We believe that we can work to achieve bipartisan support.

' Q: Does Eastin really represent the wishes of Californians on this?

A: Superintendent Eastin was elected statewide by the citizens of California to take a leadership
role on educations like higher standards. But Eastin isn’t here alone. Instead, she came here with
a parent of a third-grader and a first-grade teacher educator who described--in very personal
terms-- why they feel that the President’s initiative is so important to students and communities
throughout California. Business leaders, local superintendents, representatives of local school
boards, teachers, and parent organizations are also here today supporting the effort in California.
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More than two hundred of America's technology industry leaders have joined today in a
bipartisan call for national education standards —- not federal government standards, but
national standards. These should represent what all our students must know to succeed in the
new knowledge economy of the 21st century. Every state and school must shape the curriculum
to reflect these standards, and train teachers to lift students up to them.

. To help schools meet the standards and measure their progress, we need an effort over
the next two years to develop national tests of student achievement in reading and math. Every |
state should adopt high national standards, and by 1999, every state should test every 4th grader
in reading and every 8th grader in math to make sure these standards are met. The States have
responsibility for setting challenging academic standards and for measuring student progress
toward these standards. President Clinton's national testing initiative offers a new opportunity to
use widely accepted national benchmarks in reading and math against which states, schools
districts and parents can judge student performance.

Raising standards will not be easy, and some of our children will not be able to meet
them at first. The point is not to put our children down, but to lift them up. Good tests will show
us who needs-help, what changes in teaching to make, and which schools need to improve. They
can help us to end social promotion. For no child should move from grade school to junior high,
or junior high to high school until he or she is ready.

Jim Barksdale , ‘ L. John Doerr
CEO & President ~ Partner
Netscape Communications ‘ ‘ Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield & Byers
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