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T,H E: WH ITE: HOU S E: 

\ , 	 WASH INGTON 

June 9, 1997 

i EDUCATION STANDARDS EVENT, 

DATE: June 10, 1997 
LOCATION: Rose Garden 
BRIEFING TIME: 10:45 am - 11 :00 am 
EVENT TIME: ·11 :00 am -11 :20 am 
FROM: . Bruce ReedlMike Cohen 

I. PURPOSE 	 , ,I 

To highlight the results of the Third International Mathematics and Science Study (TJSS) 
in 4th grade math and science, and to reaffirm the need for national standards to teach 
improved scores in the 8th grade. You will also announce that Kentucky has endorsedlyour 
national standards and testing proposaL ' I ' 

ll. BACKGROUND , ' 

The International Release of the new 4th grade TIMSS results is being held in Boston at 
I 

1O:00a.m. Each country, including the US., will then release its own results at 11 :00 a.m. 
You will be announcing the US. results, which are very positive. US. fourth graders ~ie for 
second in the world in science and score above the international ayerage in math. Thi:s is in 
contrast to the 8th grade results announced last fall, which show US. students below the 
international average in math and slightly above in science. This shows that our stude~ts can 
be internationally competitive, if we put in place the.right strategies. It also reinforce~ your 

, 	 call for national standards and tests in 8th grade math in orderto keep' American stude:nts on 
the right track. I 

I 
You announced the Chicago area TIMSS8th grade results for the First in the IWorld, 
Consortium in suburban Chicago last January. This will be the first time yo~ have 

, 	 ' . I 

participated in a release of national results. Within the next year the 12th grade results will 
. I 

be released. We expect that they show even lower U.S. performance than the eight? grade 
results. , 	 I 

At this event you will also be announcing that Kentucky will participate in your dational A 

testing program, joining leaders in California, North Carolina, Maryland, Michigan[ West 
Virginia, Massachusetts, and the Department ofDefense Schools. Governor Paul Patton of 
Kentucky is traveling abroad and is unable to attend this event. I 

I 
I 



Specific highlights from the 4th grade TIMSS Study: 
• 	 . In science, US. students' average score w.as 565 -- 41 points above the 

international average science score of 524. US. 4th graders were 
. outperformed only by students in Korea, and scored higher than students in 

19 other countries. 

• 	 In math, US. students' average score was 545 -- 16 points above the 
international average of 529. Only seven countries -- Singapore, Korea, 
Japan, Hong Kong, Netherlands, the Czech Republic, and Austria --I 
outperformed US. students, while US. students outperformed those in 12 
other countries. 

ill. 	 PARTICIPANTS 

Briefing Participants: 
Secretary Riley 
Pat Forgione, Commissioner 6fEducationStatistics 
Bruce Reed 

. Mike Cohen 
Michael Waldman 

Event Participants: 

Secretary Riley 


Also Standing on Stage: 
Pat Forgione, Commissioner ofEducation Statistics 
Linda Vieth, Principal ofMiddle fork Elementary School, Northfield, Illinois 
Sharon Simpson, 4th grade Math Teacher at Ponderosa Elementary School, 

Aurora, Colorado 
Lourdes Monteagudo, Executive Director of the Teachers Academy for 

Mathematics and Science, which is a non-profit corporation serving 
Chicago Public Schools . 

. IV. 	 PRESS PLAN 

Open Press . 

v. . SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 	 .. I 
You will be announced onto the stage accompanied by Secretary Riley, Pat Forgi~ne, 
Linda Vieth, Sharon Simpson, and Lourdes Monteagudo. I 
Secretary Riley will make remarks and introduce you. 
You will make remarks and then depart. 

, 
VI. REMARKS 

Remarks Provided by Laura Capps in Speechwriting. 
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EXECUTIVE 

SUMMARY 


PREFACE 

The Third International Mathematics 
and Science Study (TIMSS) is the 
largest, most comprehensive, and most 
rigorous international· comparison of 
education ever undertaken. During the 
1995 schooi year, the study tested the 
mathematics and science knowledge of 
a half-million students from 41 nations 
at five different grade levels. This report 
presents findings from the tests, ques­
tionnaires, and curriculum analysis per­
fonned at the fourth grade. Twenty-six 
nations participated in the fourth-grade 
assessment. 

• 	 TIMSS' infonnation not only com­
. pares achievement, but also provides 
insights into how life in U.S. schools 
differs from that in other nations. 

• 	 This report on fourth-grade students 
is the second of a series of three pub­
lic-audience repons titled Pursuing 
Excellence. The first report presented 
findings on student achievement at 
eighth grade. The third report will be 
released in the spring of 1998, and 
will present findings from the twelfth 
grade. Additional repons will provide 
infonnation on various other topics. 

TIMSS is a fair and acCurate comparison 
of mathematics and science achieve­
ment in the participating nations. It is 
not a comparison of "all of our students 
with other nations' best students," a 
charge that some critics have leveled at 
previous international comparisons. 
The stUdents who participated in TIMSS 
were randomly selected to represent all 
students in their respective nations, with 
the exception of a few nations which are 

. clearly noted in this report. The entire 
assessment process was scrutinized by 
international technical review commit­

tees to ensure its adherence to estab­
lished standards. Those nations in which 
irregularities arose are clearly noted in 
this and other TIMSS repons. 

ACHIEVEMENT 

One of our national goals is to be "first 
in the world in mathematics and science 
achievement by the year 2000." as Presi­
dent Bush and 50 governors declared in 

. 1989. In fourth-grade science achieve­
ment, we are close to this mark. Fourth 
graders in only one country-Korea- . 
outperfonn U.S. students in this subject. 

• 	 In mathematics, U.S. fourth graders 
perfonn above the international 
average of the 26 TIMSS countries. 
U.S. students areoutperfonned by 
those in 7 countries and outperfonn 
those in 12 countries. Among our 
major economic partners who partic­
ipated in the study, our students' 
scores are below those ofJapan. not 
significantly different from those of 
Canada, and are significantly higher 
than those of England. 

• 	 In science, U.S. fourth graders also 
perfonn above the international 
average of the 26 TIMSS countries. 
U.S. students are outperfonned by 
students in only one country-Korea. 
U.S. students outperfonn those in 19 
countries. Among our major eco­
nomic partners who participated in 
the study. our students' scores are not 
significantly different from those of 
fourth graders inJapan. Our students 
outperfonn those in England and 
Canada. 

• 	 In mathematics conten t areas, our· 
fourth graders exceed the interna­
tional average in five of the six areas 
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assessed. These five areas are: whole 
numbers; fractions and proportional­
ity; data representation, analysis, and 
probability; geometry; and patterns, 
relations, and functions. In one con· 
tent area, the U.S. average is lower 
than the international average-mea­
surement, estimation, and number 
sense. 

• 	 In science content areas, our fourth 
graders' performance exceeds the 
international average in all four of 
the areas assessed. In three of these 
content areas--earth science; life sci­
ence; and environmental issues and 
the nature of science-U.S. fourth 
grade students are significandy out­
performed by only one or two other 
nations. In physical science, five 
other nations perform significandy 
better than the U.S. 

• 	 If an international talent search were 
to select the top 10 percent of all 
fourth-grade students in the 26 coun­
tries, in mathematics 9 percent of 
U.S. fourth-grade students would be 
included. In science, 16 percent 
would be included. 

• 	 The international standing of U.S. 
fourth graders is stronger than that 
of U.S. eighth graders in both mathe- . 
matics and science. 

• 	 In comparison with their internation­
al counterparts, U.S. students per­
form better in science than in mathe­
matics at both the fourth and eighth 
grades. 

CONTEXTS OF lEARNING 

• 	 It is too early in the process of data 
analysis to provide strong evidence to 
suggest factors that may be related to 
the patterns of achievement 
described here. No single factor or 
combination of factors emerges as 
particularly important. 

• 	 On most background factors studied, 
there is no difference between the 
U.S. and the international average, 
or the differences are small. There­
fore, thes~ factors are unlikely to be 
strongly associated with our interna­
tional standing. 

• 	 On those background factors on 
which there is a difference between 
the U.S. and the international aver­
age, the factor is not shared with 
most high performing countries. 
Therefore, . these factors are also 
unlikely to be strongly associated 
with our international standing .. 

• 	 In general, preliminary analyses shed 
litde light on factors which might 
account for the differences between 
our performance in mathematics 
and science, and our performance at 
the fourth and eighth grades. Fur­
ther analyses are needed to provide 
more definitive insights 'on these sub­
jects. 
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CONCLUSION 

This report presents initial findings 
from TIMSS for fouItb-grade mathemat­
ics and science, and evidence from early· 
analyses concerning the context of U.S. 
education achievement. Adequate 
understanding of our nation's educa­
tion in an international perspective 
must await findings from the tweIfth­
grade data and deeper analysis ofdata at 
all grade levels. 

TIMSS is not an answer book, but a tool 
to examine our own national education­
al strengths and weaknesses in an inter­
national perspective. All countries, 
including the U.S., have something to 
learn from other nations, and have 
something from which other countries 
can learn. These TIMSS findings willbe 
an important source of information to 
guide our nation in the pursuit ofexcel­
lence into the next century. 

.'. 
I>; 
i!; 

, I ~ ,. 

--------~~==~~. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 
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F"ftAN":,...."...,... K-i- 40601 

(502) 564t261 1 


FA.x: (ei02) 5E?4-251 7 


May 7,1997 

Secretary Richard W. Riley 

United States Department of Education 

600 Independence Ave .• S.W. 

Washington. D.C. 20202·0100 


Dear Secretary Riley: 

Please include Kentucky among the states which plan to administer the 
new national tests of reading proficiency of 4th grader$ and math proficiency of 

. Bth grade students in 1999. I understand that Deputy Secretary Marshall Smith 
has already received a request from Kentucky Commissioner Bill Cody that our 
state be }ncluded in this individual student assessment. I 

. This initiative of President Clinton promises to be a valuable addition tal 
Kentucky's ongoing work to assess the results of efforts to achieve very highl 

~ I 
standards. The Kentucky Education Reform Act passed in 1990 called for Br"\ 
assessment of student achievement that was primarily performance-based and 
similar to NAEP. Our state has developed such an assessment system, but th~ 
new national tests based on the NAEP content and performancs standards 
would greatly strengthen our assessment of individua.l students and our ability to 
report to parents how their child performs relative to national standards- I 

I 
We look forward to the availability of this new tool for improving th~ 

. education of boys and girls in Kentucky'S schools. '. I 

cc: Wilmer S. Cody 
Commissioner of Education 



41 points above the international ' . 

. 

I 

I 
I 

Good News for American Education at Close of School Year IJune 9, 1997 
I 

u.s. 4th Grade Students Are Internationally Competitive in Science and Math. President I 
Clinton announced today the fourth-grade results of the Third International Math and Science I 
Study (TIMSS), which show that US. students score above the international average in both I 
science and math, compared with 25 other participating countries. The President welcomed the 
news, calling the results a good first step toward our national goal of being first in the world in I 

. . I 

math' and sCience,' and a clear indication that our students and sch601scan c6mpete with those all . 
over the world. I 

• In science, U.S. students' average score was 565 -~ 

Korea, and, in turn, scored higher than students in 19 other countries. 

• 	 In math, US. students' average score was 545 -- 16 points above the international 
average of 529. Only seven countries -- Singapore, Korea, Japan, Hong Kong, 

I 

Netherlands, the Czech Republic and Austria -- outperformed US. students, while US. 
students outperform those in 12 other countries. I 

President Clinton added that these results show that U~. schools are improving. The 
mathematics results in particular show gains from a previous international assessment, which had 
indicated that U.S. students performed below the international average. . I 

I 
National Standards and Tests for 8th Grade Math Needed for Continued Progress. While 
US. 4th grade math and science achievement is strong, achievement in 8th grade is relativel~ 
weak, especially in math, based on TIMSS results released in November. However,we knm\v that 
Amencan 8th graders can attain t?<: same high ~esult's,or ~etter, ifsiat~s and s~hool.dlstrict~lmake 
the changes that are necessary: raIsmg expectations, adoptmg chaIIengmg curncula, ImproV1~g . 
teaching,and holding students and schools accou~table for their performance.' . i. 
The President's proposal for national standards and a national test in math is an essential tool in 
raising achievement The test will help parents, teachers and school districts set high expectations 
and measure progress. It will help identify which schools need help. And it will help deterrbine 
what works and what doesn't 

The voluntary national test in 8th grade math will be based on the existing, widely accepte9 
National Assessment ofEducational Progress (NAEP) test, and will also be linked to TIMSS, 
allowing students, parents and teachers to see how schools and students did compared wit~ . . 
international benchmarks. The new test will help place a sharper focus on the critical late I 
elementary, middle school and junior high school years--precisely the years when US. 
achievement appears to falter. It will also help schools and districts make sure that students have 
mastered the basics of math, including the essentials ofalgebra and geometry, by the end df grade 
8, to give students the foundation to take tough math and science courses in high school t6 
prepare for college and high-skills jobs. 



, , , I ' 

Kentucky to Participate in The Voluntary National Tests in 4th Grade Reading And 8th I 
Grade Math. The President also announced that Gov:ernor Paul Patton ofKentucky has asked 
that Kentucky be included in the voluntary national tests in 4th grade reading and 8th grade math 
when the tests are first given in the Spring of 1999. Governor Patton joins a growing list of 
educational leaders in California, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, North Carolina and West 
Virginia in endorsing the tests. ' 



Questions and Answers on TIMSS 4th Grade Results 

Are these results showing strong 4th grade performance in math and 

science a surprise? 


We pleased but not totally surprised. Prior international studies of 

science achievement showed that U.S. fourth graders were above average 

but not top ranked. TIMBS indicates that our 4th graders are top 

ranked in science -- second only to Korea. We felt our efforts to 

raise standards, increase parent involvement, and stress 

accountability would pay off. 


In mathematics, the only prior international comparison of4th graders 

(lEAP, 1991) showed that our fourth graders were slightly below the 

international average. TIMSS shows that we are above the 

international average. While our students did not perform at the very 

top in math, it is still encouraging that we have moved from below 

average to above average. Our own 4th grade results on the National 

Assessment ofEducational Progress (NAEP) show similar progress since 

1990. ­

Why is· this study so important? 

TIMSS is the largest, most rigorous, and most comprehensive 
international comparison ofeducation ever undertaken. It tested. a 
half million students. 41 nations participated in the 8th grade .. 
assessment and 26 in the 4th grade. It provides not only information 
about relative student· performance in .math and science, but also 
valuable information about curriculum, instruction and achievement. 

Why do we do so much better at 4th grade than at 8th grade? . I 
Those who have studied this issue carefully, based on TIMSS and other data, point to what our 
schools teach and how we teach it. . . .1 

I
The first issue is curriculum. Our schools -- like schools around the 
world --, spend the early grades teaching the basics ofmath and I 
science.. We do this well-- which one reason our students do I 
relatively well at 4th grade on TIMSS. But, between 4th and 8th 
grade, U.S. schools tend to repeat the basics over and over while I 
schools in other nations move on to more demanding materiaL For 
example, our students tend to learn the basics ofarithmetic by 4th Igrade and then keep doing arithmetic until they get to study algebra 

I 



in, 8th or 9th grade. High achieving nations, how~ver, introduc~" 
several new topics -- such as elements ofalgebra and geometry -- in 
each of these years. As a result, our curriculum is less demanding 
than and out of sync with curriculum in other nations. 

A second issue is how we teach. In many states, middle school and 

elementary school teachers have essentially the same preparation in 

mathematics -- a couple ofcourses in college. That.might be enough 

to teach arithmetic really well. But it probably is not sufficient to 

ensure that a teacher understands the foundations ofalgebra and 

geometry well enough to teach it reatty well. 


Finally, as a nation we have put a lot ofeffort in to improving the 

early years of school. Many state and local reform efforts are 

starting with kindergarten and working their way up. The TIMSS 

results suggest that these reforms may be paying off. The challenge 

is to expand them into the later grades. 


What is the relation between TIM:SS and the President's proposed I 

Nfltiomd Tests? . I' 

The TIMSS results confirm the importance ofa national voluntary test . !' 
in mathematics at 8th grade. They show that U.S. students can measure up 
to world class standards,' and that we must set higher standards for 8th grade students, as WIe 

already have for our 4th graders. 

The national test in 8th grade math proposed by the President will be based on widely I 
accepted national standards, and will also be linked to the TIMSS international test. That . I 
means that students who take the test, and their parents, would find out how well the studentj 

. " 
measures up compared to international benchmarks. 

Ifwe perform so well at 4th grade, why do we keep hearing. about 
students who cannot do basic math and science? 

Despite our relatively strong performance, the range of achievement 

between our highest and lowest performing students is still 

distressingly wide. While we were second only to Korea in science, 

39% of our students scored below the international average. And, 

while we wereabove the international average.in math, 47% ofour 

students scored below the international average. This shows that we 

must continue to work to give every child a real chance to master . 

challenging material. 


http:average.in
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What about 12th grade? 

TIMS S 12th grade results will be released next February. The data have 
not yet been analyzed. 

How reiiable are these findings given that fewer nations participated 
in the 4th grade study? 

Ofthe 41 nations that participated in the 8th grade study, 26 also 
participated in the 4th grade study. In determining the U.S. 
performance relative to other nations and U.S. 4th grade performance 
relative to 8th grade, the TIMSS analysis took into account the fact 
that fewer nations participated· in 4th grade. Moreover, the results 
were confirmed by the comparisons of total U.S. performance among the 
26 nations that participated in both the 4th and 8th grades. 

. '. I 
What is the Administration doing to improve math and science education? I 
In addition to our testing initiative, the Administration has taken a number of steps to heipi 

improve math and science. For example, Goals 2000 funds help every state set higher 
standards in academic subjects including math and science. The Eisenhower Professional I 
Development Program provides training to upgrade teachers skills, especially in math and I 

I 

science. The President's Technology Literacy Challenge provides funds to states and school: 
districts to purchase computers and software and to train teachers to improve i~struction. /. 

In addition, ~ast March the President issued a directive to the Education Department, the I 
National Science Foundation, and the Office of Science and Techpology Policy, to develop aiD 
interagency strategy for helping states and communities prepare students for reaching the 8th 
grade math standards. That plan will be completed shortly. 

What is the response to the Presidentts directive on improving math 
and science education? 

In March the President issued a directive to the Secretary of 
Education and the Director of the National Science Foundation asking 
them to develop an Action Strategy for improving math and science 
education by June 6. They formed an interagency working group that is 
now completing that strategy. The effort is taking into account the 
findings released today as it finishes work on the plan. 

I 
I 
I 

I 



Good News for American Education at Close of School Year 

June 10, 1997 


u.s. 4th Grade Students Are Internationally Competitive in Science and Math. President 
Clinton announced today the fourth-grade results of the Third International Math and Science 
Study (TIMSS), which show that U.S. students score above the international average in both 
science and math; compared with 25 other participating countries. .The President welcomed the 
news, calling the results a good first step toward our national goal ofbeing first in the world in I 
math and science, and a clear indication that our students and schools can compete with those all 
over the world., I 
• 	 In science,.u.S. students' average score was 565 -- 41 points above the international .1 

average SCIence score of 524. U.S. fourth graders were outperformed only by students In 

Korea, and scored higher than students.in 19 other countries. . 

• 	 In math, U.S. students' average score was 545 -- 16 points above the international 
average of 529. Only seven countries -- Singapore,' Korea, Japan, Hong Kong, 

, Netherlands, the Czech Republic and Austria -- outperformed U.S. students, while u.s.1 
students outperformed those in 12 other countries. , , I 

These results show that U.S. schools are improving. The mathematics results in particular sho-J.,
I 

gains from a previous international assessment, which had indicated that U.S. students perform~d 
below the international average. , '/ 

President Calls for National Standards and Tests for 8th Grade Math to Keep American 
Students on Track. While U.S. 4th grade math and science achievement is strong, 8th grade I 

, 	 I 

achievement is relatively weak, especially in math, based on TIMSS results released in November. 
To keep American students achieving at a high level, the President again challenged all states tb 
adopt national standards and tests in 8th grade math. The voluntary national test in 8th grade I 
math will be based on the existing widely accepted National Assessment ofEducational Progress 

I 

(NAEP) 8th grade math test, and will also be linked to TIMSS, allowing students, parents and 
teachers to see how schools and students did compared with international benchmarks. The nlew 
test will focus on the years when U.S. achievement begins to falter and will help ensure that 
students have mastered the basics ofmath, including the essentials of algebra and geometry. 

I 
Kentucky to Participate in The Voluntary National Tests in 4th Grade Reading And 8~h 
Grade Math. The President also announced that Governor Paul Patton ofKentucky has ask'ed 
that Kentucky be included in the voluntary national tests in 4th grade reading and 8th grade rhath ' 
when the tests are first given in the Spring of 1999. Governor Patton joins a growing list of i 
educational leaders in California, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, North Carolina and ""lest 
Virginia in endorsing the tests. 

http:students.in
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,', \ .' , I .R.EMARKS'BY THE PRESIDENT 

,ON· ,EDUqATION STANDARDS," . i· 
, \ . The'. Rose Garden . 


",' 


11:24 ,A.M. EDT 

I " 
'. THE PRESIDENT: Thahk you! ;';ery'much .. Let, mfa saYI"first . f 

of all, I'm .,gladto be 'here' with ,Pat Forgione, the Commissioner ,for . 
'the National .Center for: .Educational Statis,tics'., . I thank "him Ifor' the" 
fine ,work ,that he ·has done. ' I thank the educators who 'are hJte': ',' 
'Linda v,ieth, LcimrdesMonegud'o, and Sharon·, Simpson; 'o! thank s~cretarY 

· Riley for:hise'xcellent work. And I want. to ,thanJ~ all, of thqseout,
• .' '.' l', . . " '. .

J.n the. ;audJ.enc,e/ whc:>have don~ so ,.much /, t,o make thJ.s. day come '~o pas~ 
-- those , ,who wer7 J.fltroduced,~heleaders of the NEA ~nd the IAF,T,:and 
the other educatJ.,on· groups who, are here. :' All of you, t1;la:p,k you 'very 
·m~ch 'for being here: . ..," ,.~ " .' " ,', - 'J,' 

'Today is a good,.day, for .American e¢!ucatio:p,·. Today., we 
,announce· the new results from the Third International Mathemati,es·. and 
· Scienc'e, Study for 4th Graders, ,'showing that America' S4th\graders are.' 
performing aboye the. national ;average. in.' math-' and science. .in fact,"'.'· 
iriscience they are .doing very well·" indeed.; Accordfng to this '.' .,,' 
rfaport, . just, issued ,today,.. our '4.thgraders rank second in th~. world 
· int:he Third Interna:t::ional-Math and$c:ience Tests', just behind Korea .. 
We, are making great' strides. ,we"ve' built~,a 'solid foundation I in. our. . 

. national eff.ort 'to establish standards of, excellence in education. 
. .' '.' " . '. - .'" ,,' J' I 

• .:' • '''.':. • \ '. • '. " f .' ';:' ': .', I .'. . .-.". 
,', ".- In 1989 and '90 ,when I was a governor,. I worked .with 
th~ other'goverriors in ',the ',White House and the Depar.tment· of r .' , 
Education, to .esta:Plisl)national:edtication go~ls. I rell.'lembfarjthe 
night we spent staying 'up 'all night at the University of. Virginia, 
asking. ourselves whether,.we'shpul,d have' a goal inma·th.. and"science~ -, 

·anq,. ~f s.o, .viha:t ·,.should it. b7 • "You reiiu~mber , don't Y9u? 'wei were up' . 
~ll- nJ.ght lqng and people' saJ.dto me, \ th,ere' s . no ,way J.n the world we· 

. can have 'a'goal that. we' should be first.· in the world of· mathl and'· ....'. 
. 'scien,ce. bec::ause we have a.'more diverse I=-()pulation" we have more pO,or . 

children, we don't haveuJ:\iformity of -:... so,,I remember. looki:ng at the 
" , ' , "'. '. . I.,· . person ,who made t;heargument --'~t,WClS a perfectly sane, and :ratJ.onal 

argumen~ --I said, ,well, ,what do 'you' want me,'to 's,ay~, we're'going."rto
.be.thir~·'in,theworld}n ltl~th and s'cie~c~? That's,ourgoal?/ We'.ll: 
be fourth, we'll be. e~ghth? So we dec~ded we ,WOUld embrace ;th~goal.' 
that we ~6uld,be first.!· .; 

. ',1" ' 
,\' These' 4th grade examinations proved that' ifou;tj'.. : " 

educators, our parents, our schools, ,the rest of us in' a s,upportj,.hg· 
role,..,ifwe' all do' the' rig~t·, thing, that our chil¢irencan a,dhieve· if 

r we give them. the chance ·to doit, .and if we have high expectations >-: 
for them.. ' So, again; I want to .saY,. I thank the educators' t.hat- are . 
here. . And., I think that if you look at where we ':were-- jUs1Z'in.199l, 

·.there 9.S a test .similar .to the TIMSStest in which our 4th.gra¢lers., 
.. werebe~ow average in· math,. above, averag,e in sc~ence, but·~ n9wh,ere 
, pear )where ,they' ate today .. · S9 ';t.hJ.s ·shows Y9U what can ,happen in a 

. • . .' '. • . ," , . I .. ",' 

. ':fe'1 short yea:x::s ,J.t people are workJ.ng tcgether' for the right 'things 
·for our 'children and ·the 'futu)::e :ofthis country.. '. I 

f, • \.,'" ': , '.,'" \ ,. i ' 
.... So J:: .jus;t want , to' say again to' all. those who' were . 

s'erving with. me - ... ·t.he~epublic~ns'andDemocrats -alikewllo..tere 
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governors back then -- £ ,stlll' thi~kl:we.did'th~rig:6t thing',and : now: 
\we have to do what it takes to make sure' we meet, the goal. ,.' ,We have 

, to 'have' the' c'on"ictioi1 that every' child inAm~rica,canlearn. "And we." 
.h'ave;toknow ,that this report prove's .that ·we qon 't ,have,. t.o .se.tt.le for" 

. , .. \" secondcl~ss, expec::t,ations 'or~e60n~ ,class goals. "'~"'. ','•. 

. , " . Now I we 
I, 

also ,have to' :t:eniembe~ ,that we' 'Ve go1; a> long way , ~J 

to ,go. Last 'Novelriber,\ when. Secretary ,Riley and 'C0IDl'll'issioner:' Fo;rgione ", " 
·released the 'first result,sfrom thEir' 8th grade ,'test I' 'we:fouhd that .. we ' 
,were "aboVe ,the interriationalaverage.;n science" but stilLl?elow,the ." 
· international ,average iil •mathematics. " That is why 'I have asked us to",,', ' 

. 'beginno,t just: participating in the TIMSS tes:t' with, a few tho'usand 'of' 
our students, but, to voluntarily .,embrace. national standards beginning 
'with, reading and, mathematic~;'I, and begin, with exani~nationsJthat would 
'embrace every child. in.America with i4,thg:rade reading and 8'th ~grade 
ma,thby '1999..' ' ,I, ' 

, '.' , , ..•. Sinc;::e'I'isl?ued ;,'that q~ll,/six "states'~-, educ~tion 
· leadersorgovernors'--.;l:n Maryland, 'Michigan, ,North Carolina, ': 
'Ca.li forriia, west Virginia andJ.iassachusetts., along wit:b. t,he', ..' .' 
•Department' 'of pef~ns~,SchoolS , have 'adopted. this plan, of enibr~cing' .' 
:~ationa~'standards arid agreEdn'g, ·toparticipate lin tihe testing' " ; 

. ,program. 'II,m pleased to ~nnourice today> :that t,he, state"o'f Kentucky ,is 
.j oining 'the, national standards .movementi, , becQming"the ..,sixth' state to .' 

" " ag~ee tpparticipat:e~' in'· the examinations. ' And· I ,want,' to .especially 
,tha.nk GovernQrpaul Patton,' ,who has been' anat:ional 'l~ad~r\'in' ; 
education",'for, joining. in this endeavor.' . . . '.' . .~. " " . . : . 

, . ,The' results today g~ve us'a road'~ap;,tohigher
( / performance.' ,In no':othercoul'ltry ih the .world didperformari~e ~.in 

'ma~h drop from 'above average in:·4th, grade ,to below average in 8th· " i 

grade., ,That didn It happen a.l'lywh~re .elsei "'-, which mea.n~,that ,'we are 
~qoinga/very good' job , in ·th,e earlygrC!1d~s,but ·we've got a lot mQre' 
work ,to doiil :the ,later': ones. , We' know:paren~s .have~·o rem~~ri, .' . 

· involved.in th~ir children' s,,'educatiqn ~s they moyethrough schools,' . 
not ,-withdraw when' their child'ren reach adolescence ~" We know our .' 

· curriculum' 'tilil'! hav'e to be more focused and more demand1ng'~' '. We 'know" 
:we"ll have. toholdall'ofour students to higher .standards' 'as they i 
· grow Qlder and measure the schools and the .. studen~s against' the ' 
standards. . ., :,

'. l .. 

, ,.', \.' "' < ", ':;.' ,,' ," • 

. '" . ,As. t.he.school y,earcome!S·to a' close,· .;1: want'to thank 
't 

,the',' 
.'. many thou~apds .of; p~rents at:'ld' teachers ',' princi.pals .. who. have done. the 

, ,. hard 'work riecessaryto achieve thesepositiveresult's. They have 

it'old us over andover 'and over acjairithat ,i~'we': can+"edouble .our . 

efJorts.,especially now' in '·middle :~ch()ol, andhigh,s,chools,we cal) 

me~t 'our goals'qt,. natiorial excellence ~ 'Bipartisan' p+ogress on'" .. ' 


: educati'on 'showswhat:we"'can accomplish he~e inWashington;tod, ~when, 
we reaph ~cros~'.;party .lin¢s.~~.tobalance bh.e budget;, but to invest· 

. " 1more":inthe"education .or' our yqung. people, ,asw,ell a:s our adul'tfswho 
need'more access to education~ . ".' 

i< ' • • " ,. _ • 't':. ", 
.' :. So let me'.'just'say: before I go, on tO~~ke~one or two '. " 

'p!ore points, there area' lotoi'pE;ic;>ple who never 'believed the United 
state~'children ,wo1l1dscore 'in the ,top two in' the. world on-an}' 'of 
.'~liese·,' internationa.l· te.sts ~ " Arid now, they' know that it::hey' were' wr9ng 
and. they underesti,mated;our. children,' underestimated'Qur teachers, • 
unq'er~st,im~ted our' schools, ,und,erestimated our :parents.: .But let,' s' . ~ 

; .~.• I need 'to De in:'not 'kid ourselves:,:we::are still ,nowhere near' where: we 
these other :areas ,"and allthi~ 4t~ grape' test'aoesis ,to s'howu's 
.:thatwe'ican:bethe:best,- in thew.ord'.i,f we simpi:~{' believe ',it and then 

,',j .' 
'.'organize,ourselves"to achie.ve it. ... " '" ,',: 

' 

'.' " , . " J'" . 
~ . " " '. ~. . .... ~ 

· .. . This. ought to be ,~, p,lear 'chalienge t:o'i~very single ,s'tat'e, 
,tqat,'has nOt yet. come.forward to agree ~o par~icipa:te, in, the national" 

. standards movement and the test in 19~9 that. they.oughtto do, it., We­
, donlt,:t?ave ,tc:>' hide' anymore, we do:t:llt, have to: be afraid Qf 'the 'results 

" anymore~We Ire"not 'trying to' puriish .anybody;' we're, .. tryincj to 'li~t 
<, 
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, , ' • ' , , ' , ' ,.", c, J, " 
: the 'childre'ri of· ,this country up, .and the TIMSS te,st" proV'es thflt they 
,will' liftthemselv:es up -if, we:~ho are adults' and inch~rge '9f! their 
fiit:ure do what we,ough;t: to, do to give ,them, a, chance t.o do"it.,j And I,' 

,'hopeall,'of you will t~ke ' that' m~ssage'·out, c;t.cross'the 'countryl now.: 

, \' ,. " Le~ me:fJnally ~a'y, 'that.' whethe~'w~ i~the"nati6nlal' , '~ \ 

, "goyerrinlent continge to do our' part for'educ~:t)ondepenas upon;, ,?u~, 
'good ,faith in implementing t,he ,budget agreement th~toverwhel:ml.ng, , 

'majorities of 'bo1;:h pa~ties have vO,tedfor, and, specifically ~ha~we,'-
do wi,th the tax, portion of, the agr$ement( ,-.- which oV'erwhelmiI1g' " ' 

, , majorities' agree would be u~ed to ',help working famil'ies,' 1:;0 pay for, ' - , 
, ed~cation, ,to' b1i¥, and sell' a home, to ,raise "their, childre:n~' rThat is ' , 
fal.r to., all~ ~erl.cans. " " , , ' 

/ " " ' , ' ",' Yesterday, :the 'Repubiican','Majorityon ~he House:!wa~s':~nd" 
'" \ Means" CommittE!e releasedthe~rplan to :fill,inthe 'detail~' of the tax' 

, cut agreed to by 'the Congress' and\'by,ine~ I, have reviewed th~s plan 
and, I believe that in its pies(;int form, it does not meet the Itest's: 
,that" I ,would ,hold myself ,to.:., ,one, ,being ,faithful to the~ Budget' 

':Agreement; second, ,having' a tax cut that will~ ,growthe'economy;, . 
" ." .' -. I ,\ '- '. • I " , third, havl.ng a" tax' cut:-that l.S' fa+r to ml.¢ldle-class taml.ll.es; and, , 

'. '. ." • ~ . ' j • " I"" .,. .,.', '. . , ,fourth; haV:l.ng a taxc~t ,that genul.J'iely ,helps to ',l.1'lcrease th~, qll,all.ty ,,' 
;., ',an~d volume 9f" ed'ucatio:q in America, today for, people of ~ll, ages. I 

, , . : 'do 'not b~lieye i,~ ,meets those ~ests for 'the" fOllC?wing'reasenr' 
,.' .' - .; , I I ~., . w 'J ' 

Nl,lmber 9ne" ,it, "falls $13 billion short in the amOunt 6f · 
higher'education tax cuts 'specifically agreed t'o in the' balanced ,'" 
budg:et agre~ment. , We agreed, to ,roughly $35 billion. , You'might say " 

,that $34 bilJion is roughly $35biilion,', but, $22 billion is ,hot '-- " , ' 
,not evert roughly ,$35blll:ion :..- '(laughter):--/ an9. if ,that we!re 'a , 
',qUestion'in the .4th grade TIMMS' tes1;:, I'm <quite. sur,e whatth~ ans,:wer' 

WOUld, be", 'J Laughter and applause'~ ,) : ' , ,(, ,,', ' " 
, .. t .' ,:' 

'" i ' , , s'eccmd, it shci,rt:-changes those 'in' the work {force who 
wan't' to gain new skills and those who want to .go on ,to 'commul1ity' ' 

, colleges .. 'Those who go to less expensive schools, like' comniunity 
,colleges, would have, the HOPE 'scholarship I proposed· specifj)cally . 

,," ,agreed to ~~. the.,Budget'Agr~ement;cut. in hal~"by the' House,:plan~ , 

'I, ',", ,,' Thi'rd" :the plan falls' ,Sho~t~or Work~~gfamil1~s' ill.' 
other ways. ',I favor a $500 per childtax.credit .. 'We have.people 
'favO'ring the $500 per child tax .credit: all the wayfr,oIn the'lmost 
liberal coal:1tions In ,the 'Demec'ratic caucus'to,the·Ch~;i;stiari- "<.. , 
Coalition.,' 'But 'I want 'to make'it even more ,fair. I' thin)<:ltought. \ 

to'be refundable, so it,'!:; fair to working parent's with loweli' incomes:. 
' 

Instead,·the Republican plan would dehythefull'chf.ldtax'cre9.it' to' 
,millions,of,t;.he hard~st pressed working' ;amilies'~~inply,bec~use. it'is 
not refl,mdable·.Ari<1they would de.duct the availability 'of the 
chiid's tax credit, from the earn'edincome tax credit ,that 16wer' 

", 'income work~ng,fainilies alre~dy.earn'.\' ." '.,::.~.. ' ' 
.-1 ' " , /' ",. ,',,' '. I " 

Moreover,,: and unbEd,i~v~blyto me, they' would, reduce~ax 
'benefits to working familieswhere<bo~h the, fat-her ,and the rttothei' are 
'working arid paying for child carea:ndge'~ting some' credit,'for that";' 

,.., ." '". . . , . •. ~, !.:- they want to .deduct ':the' chl.ld tax credl.t from the,' cre¢ll.t peopl~ 

" 
" . already get, t.o pay for chile:}, care'" apparently'; designed ·to ~ake j.t' 

'more. difficult for people . who . are'parents to work o.utside the home. 
I 'thin~ ptost, working, 'families will tell 'you" ~t' s ha'rd' enough. ,', " .. 
already; ,what. we'd like is a little he,lp raising our children.,',:i: :do', " 
·not believe, we 'should\:cUsc'riminateagainst 'parentswl\o :aie !working 

',q.'nd raising' their dhildre,n ,in 'the'avaIl'ability of ,the ,children's tax' 
, predit,~ , " " • . , ' .' , . / ,',' ':, ' , , . . . ",:, .' 

, I., ,In· short,'th~ tax plan cuts in ,half "the tax cJts ,for 
thof!>e'wno, go to:.communitycollege ...·J:'t.short changes '6, iniilli,on 

, ' 
,families who are already in the work force' alid having to p4y ,for, 

, their childcare.·That does ,not meet the' standards of fairness to " 
~flmii±es and p,rotnotionof educq.tion. 'Nor ,do I' believe it t,S ' 

,,1 
, , ~. .' I, \ MORE':, 

I 
I, 

,", I . , ' ' 
, , ' 

~ , . I 
,/ 

" 

I '.' . ~--..... 

http:millions,of,t;.he
http:dehythefull'chf.ldtax'cre9.it
http:qll,all.ty
http:haV:l.ng
http:taml.ll.es
http:th~toverwhel:ml.ng


, /.­
.. ' i' 'l. 

",,:-, .'\, . " 
, '','.' ' ,',~/ ~ ·f 

.,;) ,'. ')" 
.,' f'ro' 

, , 

'~j' ' - 4 ,'. 

, , .' ", . 
, ! 

, "", consistent, 'i,vith theb:udget agreement. ,so]:' hop~ that 'the 'House. ,,' 
Democr!!lts ~nd Republicans' and thejS.enate ~eniocratsand\Rej;:)Ublic!!ln~, 

'will work' with' us:to 'meet',thoser,tests.:, ;i, \ 
, ,I" • • " ___ , : J 

, ,';"," :' . . ," ~ 

,/, ,Fihally.; I let me just ,saY'oheothert'hihg.· . The'pe'ople of .: I 

1.'1 • the ,~Dako.tas' a'nd 'Minneso;t,a ,earned'the great ,compas!Sionand concern :of 
, 'all ,Americans :because ~of 'what ;they we:r'lt ,through thisye'~ir. 'We've" 

worked hard 'to help them s~ave :'off-the ,worst, ,to get their" " 
',communitie~ba9k~~ogether,to,rebuild~. ' It has ,been ,SO days, since!, 

',forwarded t'o ,Congress myreq1iest, fordisaS?ter relief to 'allow 'the" ' 
process of recoVery,tcfbegin~ , " ' ,",;, . , . -, " 

'\ 

,,', ,," ',' 'I ' ' 'Instead pfgiving' me 'a d!saster relief bil+,'the, " 
congress~onal' MajoritY,insisted' on weighing, it 'qown with a' political" ,_' , 

',wi?h list.I,Inthename of the people who' have': haP. to, face the , " 
floods,'in:the name 'of the ,families who 'suffered and:' need th'eir"help 

'now, ',I ask' tpe :;Majority, to put',aside ,the ,poll.ticalgames to 'set aside 
'thep'pliticial wishlist:,--;we,cari'negotiateon,'all ,this later -- and, ',',r 

inst~ad, ,just send 'me a' ,stri:light,forWard ,disaster, relief bill.' 'Again, , 
" I, believe ;if 'this·'werea ' qUestion' on' c;l:t;l, eleInent~rysc;:ho'ol ~x~m,' 90 , ' 

percent,',of the.4th,graders in Ame+,ica would 'saY:, do ,the righ;t thing' , 
,and 'h~ve, your' pol iticalarguments ,'latE!r. " , ' ',. ", ' ',' , " ' " , 

, " . - / 'I (~," \:) . ,'. :' , . ' \ . " 

, _ , i '. So' ,as ·.'we· ,c~l-epra_te' :tod'aY,1 .-let's' .. 'do th~'- righ.t~ thi.:ng ,and' "I :'. 

resolve that we,ire,not ,going to ,stop until.,we getthbse TIMSS tests 
'anc:lwe I re firs.t int~eworld' at the 4th grad'e ~evel', at the Sth·grade: ' 
level', '. at' the J:.2th, gra,de "level. Our 4th, graders '"h,aveproved,thatwe 

,~ ,>' can do it,. _',Wedare not let,. them ,and the other,children' ,of this 
, countrY'down.,' - '" " , " " , ' , 

~ ',' t" -:. ..' • . l' I '. -.: ~ 

ThankYc.:hi ,verY,much. ,(Applause'.J ' ' ", ),',' 

" ,END :' 
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