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Social Studies A' , . A study last year by twoUniversity of I' II they pass muster with the 
North Carolina sociologists concluded that Efvolunteers will be ""V"""'U 
home-schooling families are more Iikely~Ur'Or five days 'a year on

Home Schoolers Learn than public-school families to work for .. tl;Ieetingeach day with seven to 10 
political campaigns. contribute to candi- \lJ:>r 20 minutes each. That includes children. 

. dates, participate in protests or boycotts, The association encourages them to lobbyHow to Gain Clout sign petitions and write letters to the .;}~i~~eir parents so con/.,'Tessional staffers 
editor. "We're the activists," says Michael ,:Aln see that they're not social misfits.Inside the Beltway Farris, president of the SO,OOO-member /L~ T1!is early introduction to politics breeds 
Home School Legal Defense Association in ~f\le home-~ool activists of the future. With 
Purcellville, Va. f.Slmiiar foreSight. Mr. Farris. the legal-de-

A Powerful Lobbying Force, .. That activism often trumps public opin- ,Jltinseassociation president, is opeliing a col­
ion. Ninety-two percent of Americans be- :mge m Purcellville for home-schooled stu­

Parents Wage Campaigns lieve that home-schooled students should, !t:n.ts in September. AJI students at Patrick 
take the same standardized tests that are ~nry College, will major in government.

Through Phone and Fax required of public·school students, says a ~Id ,as many as possible will be placed in 
1999 Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup poll. Yet ;-.~blle-sectol' summer jobs and internships. 
horne-schooled children, like private- r: The association is not popular with sec­

George W.'s 'Big Promise' school students, are exempted from the,se,uJar home schoolers. Many are alienated 
tests, which public-school students in :,; by its fundamentalist religious bent and 
many states must pass to graduate. ''''t~ree Rs ·approach to education. But the 

By DANIEL GoLDEN This exemption has emerged as an ';E'c~laristsa.IS.O tend to be'ilidividua.lists. 
Staff Reporte. of Tille WALL STR££T JOURNAL issue in the preSidential campaign. The· elr latest stab at a national ·orgilOiza-

WASHINGTON - Driving here from presumptive Republican nominee, George : , .• n, the National Home Education Net­
their Maryland horne one March morning. W. Bush, rarely misses a chance to , ~rk, doesn't take positions on issues. 
Tabatba Freivald asked her nine-year-old espouse accountability in education. As .' Beth Richardson, a home·schooling 
son, "How does Congress know what we Texas governor, he toughened conse- other"belongs to a splinter group that 
want?" quences for students who do poorly on state ' eJegal defense association's Rhode 
, Joshua thought about it. but, was tests. II elected preSident, he says, he will; ,d aff!Ii~!e three years ago. The asso· 
stumped. His mother supplied the answer: boost funding for states with high test ~twn fosters "groupthink." she says.
"Lobbying." scores~and punish the laggards. i:J.~. ti' feel that nobody should really lead, 
. It was no idle question. The Freivalds "Nevertheless, Mr. Bush was among , :,a,obody should be in charge." , 
were headed to the nation's capital as four Republican presidential candidates "In practice, such iconoclasm leaves the 
trainees for a little-known but potent edu- who addressed the legal-defense associa- ,;~eg~I, defense association as the horne 
cationallobbying force - horne schoolers. tion's convention last September and ex. 'SChooler~' voice on Capitol Hill. Founded in 
Soon they joined 130 horne-school parents pressed support for horne schooling. And lf83.I,l~Jlrst worked in courts ~nd legisla­
and 40 children in a Holiday Inn conference Mr. Bush has made what Mr. Farris, who f~~ to 1egll:hze horne schooltng, which 
room, praying and singing hymns as they h d dh' all h "b' ... - ,llime to pass m every state by 1993. 
learned such techniques as researching a ~sen orse 1m, c st e Igpromlse: : That year, in response to Bill Clinton's 
congressman's voting record on the Web. to shIeld h~me sc~oolers from all regula- f·l!leCnon,th'e association set up what one of­

"When 1 startedhome·schooling, I was tion, mcludmg testmg mandates. Mr. Bush flO.' al cans its "one-two punch." Volunteers 
worried that we were withdrawing from contends that horne schoolers don't need to !rom ijearby comb the Hill, as more-distant 
society." says another trainee, Jo Hershey , be held accountable in this way because 'memj)ers make their views known by 
of Lancaster, Pa. "But now I feel we have they don't receive government funding. l,p~one;: e-mail or fax, Members are orga­
the best of both worlds. We horne-school, •• Mr. Bush's supporters include some j!,.:OJzed by!?ongre?sional,district, wlthapar­
and we influence educational policy na- prominent horne-school activists· Mr i. e~t coordmator m eacb:", .. 

, lionwide." ' Farris; Tim Lambert. the Republic~n na: ~>; This system go~ its ~rs9~stin Februalj' 
Do they ever. Although often portrayed tionaIcommitteeman from Texas and head 1994,. when.Geor"e MiI~er,,~ Democratlc 

as an isolated fringe group, parents who '. . . representatIVe from CalIfornia, offered an 
teach their children at horne have become ~f. the Te~s Home School CoalItIon; and i:~endment to an education bill known as 
Inside-the-Beltway pros, wielding enough Sa~ ~ntoOlo hosp~~I-bed magnate Jam~s ",~R6. Mr. Miller says he didn't intend the 
clout to help block a Clinton administration Lemmger. Dr. Lemtnger, whose four chll- bftnendment, which specified that teachers 
bid for national student testing, launch dren have been taught at horne, has given ['.~ust be certified in the .sUbjects they
their own 'political action committee and at. least 540,000 to Mr. Bush, 550,000 to ,l;ilach. to apply to horne-schooling parents. 
push their concerns into the midst of this Texas Lt. Gov. Rick Perry and $300,000 to ,. J!ut the asSOCiation, alarmed that the 
year's presidential race. other Republican committees and candi- "'courts. migh~ interpret it that way. acti·" 

Despite rela~ive/Y small n~n:tbers - an dates smce l!l!l6, according to state and !iyat~'lts~~..e_twork, aiertil)~~~hristian~right·
estImated million to 1.5 mtlhon of the, federal records. ':~adJO s'!ioVfs.~.swell. ~:: ;,., :' . 
nation's 53 millio~ sc~?Olchiidren are' The Democratic National Committee .HU!ldredS'~f~~ousa~ds of-p.twpe.calls 
taught at horne-their ability to overwhelm says it is inconsistent for Mr. Bush to ex- ~.~l Congres~~~ lIed up Mr: Miller's 
Congress and state.legislatu~e~ with phone Iempt home schoolers from tests. More sur. ~fi, ... es, .forcin.g~lm to resort to a voice 
calls, faxe~. e·malls and VlSlts, has won, prisingly, so does Chester Finn Jr., a former .;"l,lall'l_~~dmg for fl.ve days. The amen.d­
lh~m ~ unlq~e statu~ as educatIonal con- assistant U.S. secretary of education whom t~ent, whIch .had saIled through commit­
s~lentJous objectors, m the form of exemp- I Mr. Bush identifies as an adviser. "If stan" ~e~ ~t on}yo~e ~ote on the.House floor­
tions from compulsory attendance laws I dards are importantfor all kids, they're 1m. i ,: Mr. ~hller s:.sm~then. major feueral ed­

, and state tests. 1!.ortailtfor'home schoolers too," Mr.Flnn ~:uc~tlOn lellls!atl~ ,has sInce. contained 
~ ,But horne schoolers aren't content to be .ys.'!But it's a kind of accommodation I'~Ilerplate lal)guage exemptmg horne 

left ~on~. Suspicious of any. federal int~r- 1~atAnierica frequently makes with strong- ~choolers. And '.¥r.MilIer h~ b.ecome a 
Vention m what the~ cons1~er a famIly : willed minorities. They protest loudly, they. ,luab!~,bogeymaD~. for Chnshan·nght 
~atte~. they ar~ .rallymg resIstance to tta~ ! ~avevery Vigorous fax maChines; and they s.nd'~l!-lsers,;~hO~hCit ho~e-~chool con­
bIpartIsan coahtl?n of, governm~nt, busI- :~re capable of mobilizing a very large frac- IbUti,o.ns by wanung that, If the Democ­
ness and academIC .leaders seeking more Uon of their actual numbers.", ....tsw nback the House, he would become 
accountability and higher standards in .. KJ:isten Amundsen learned 'that the •.1;~he educa.tion-committee chairm~n.: 
K-12 education. .bard way. When' the-Democratic member t"'" .¥r. Miller says that the aSSOCIatIon ex- . 

F.or in~tance, in a Q~iet alliance with !( theVirgirua ,House of 'Delegates pro. ,,\!&gg~rates.potential dangers to justify col· 
, publIshers ~cGraw-HJlI Cos. and ~sed in February,':'lIit h~me-schooled chil- j;~~ctmg $lOo-a-ye~~ dues from members. 
Houghton Mifnm Co., horne schoolers are (fren take the state:s Standards of Learn-,J:!R6. he says, was _8 tuneup to see 
assault~ng the National Assessmen! of ~g exams, which public-school students ::\\ihether t~ey cou.ld stamped~,the House. 
EducalJo~al Progress, a ~ederal test ,lllven larting with the Class of 2004 must pass to .~d the eVldenc,e IS, they can. .'. 
to a fractIon of sch?Olchtldren tha! IS ~e. ce!ve diplomas, so many angry calls and r .. As a n?nproflt•the legal defense aSSOCI' 
preferred tool of pohcyrnakers for fl~lInng . ~mail~ p!>ured into the legislature thather ' atIon can t ~ndorse candidates, because It 
out.whether learnmg levels are nsmg or ~II was scuttled without -a ',vote; ,Its 'Sup- would lose ItS tax·exempt status. But the 
falbng.. . 	 'trte!'S"She says, were afraid:togo on 

. PennsY,lvama Congressman BIll ~, 0rt!,against the horile-schoollobby. ,.­
dllng, chairman of the House CommIttee ~~ Fearofsimilarinitia.t)ves on the federal ! 


on Education and the Workforce, calls II@vel motivates the 170'people in the hotel 

~ome schoolers the ~ost effective educa· APJlference room who.are training to be vol­

IlonaI lobby on Ca;pltol, Hili. ~hey fre- 'lfuteer lobbyists for the legal-defense asso­

qu~ntly "volunteer m ~IS ele~tlon. cam- ~ation. "Any Orga.Ol.'ZatiOJl that's going to 

palgn~. T~ey know the Issues. says R~p. Rand up and say, 'Hands off!' has my sup­

GoodlIng. And"they have an outstandmg .port,''' says Elizabeth McCormick, a horne­ liz­
ph9ne network. . 	 ~hOOling mother from Wisconsin.... 


.~ !he trainees are taught how to dress 

$~UJts for men, skirt and blouse or dress 

stacks for women), field frequently asked 
~uestions, ("HoW' are you going to. teach 
~culus and phY$lcs?") and access the as­
:sotiation's online library and Congres-· 
a40nal directory. . •.. 
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Why RussianPolictfA\ 

Tried to Take Public, 


newly elected president, to lower the tem~ 
perature. ' raised the price of admission. Residents: The Privatized Baths \vhv such a froth? started howling.

"A 'bathhouse is notjust a place to get "This town needs a bathhouse like it* * * washed,"says Alexander Vereshchan, needs oxygen," say,5 Vladimir Plaithsin,In Pavlovo, Sergei Vanin' Ran' leader of the local Communist Party, "It is. general director of the steam-supplymg 
,a place of celebration and ceremony." bread factory, "But air is free and st~amA Truly Vital Enterprise. Every resident, he says, has a "basic hu- costs money.... It's a vicious circle." . 

Intothe Ground. Some Say mn n right" to stew in infernal heat, flail Last spring, the local administration in' 

the 'flesh with bunches of twigs and plunge creased the pr~ssure, Aswarm of inspectors 

into tubs of freezing water. descended on Mr.Vanin's bathhouse. The 


By ANDREW HIGGINS Such rituals have been a feature of Russ. health department declared it unsanitary, 

Slaff Reponer of TIIF. WALL S1'RF.E1' JOfJRNAL ian life for centuries. In the early 19th cen. The fire depal1ment ruled i~s wiring unsaf~, 


PAVLOVO, Russia - Police' pouriced tury. a visiting, French nobleman, Astolphe The ,tax ~eorle pored over Its acco~ts. ~h. 
early in the morning, armed with guns, a de Custine, noted that "so mhny individuals. Vamn, hiS money: and patience exhausted, 
saw and orders, from the Committee for resort to these establishments, where the retaliated ~y turnm~ off the he~t. 
Emergency Situations, a municipal crisis warm humidity is so favorable to insect life. :. Authorities flew mto.a pa~lc. The Com­
unit'responsible for order iii time of war, " thatthevisitor rarely departs without car- :1 rnittee for Emergency SituatIOns called.a~~ 
Mtural disaster and other calamitous ryillg with him some irrefragable proof of '!ll'gent meetll,l~ and Issued a decree plae. 
events. , ' 'the sordid negligence of the lower orders." mg Mr. Vallln s property under govern 

"We were warned 'that there could be . After the 1917 revoluti9n! the commu- , ment control. "Pe,ople had to wash some­
an ,outbreak of civil 'unrest," says Georgy nists launched a bathhouse-building blitz :where; our granmes, our poor people had 
ChInyonkov, deputy maYQr of tllis grubby enibracing Singeing heat as an agent of hy: Ito keep clean." ~,ay~ Mr. Chinyon~ov, the 
central Russian town. "We had to act." giene and revolutionary ardor. When a Ideputy mayor. Pnvate propert} IS pr?" 
Fearing for the welfare of Pavlovo's 75,000 competition was held in 1920 for the design t~cted, by the law ... but thiS IS a SpeCI,!! 
residents, the local government declared a of a model bathhouse, Leo Trotsky and sev- .SItuatIOn: We had ,to open the batl~house. 
Slate of emergencyand mobilized security, ,eral other Bolshevik leaders submitted He says the town nsked an epidemiC of sca· 
health and civil·defense officials for a swift grandiose entries. " bies and civil diso~der. , 
strike. . The tradition transcendS ideology. BOris I When Mr. Vanm ~o~ a court Jlldgme~~

'Their target: Bathhouse and Laundry YeUsin is a devoteeo[oonyas and,according I~eclanng the expropnatlon Illegal, a~tho~1 
Complex No.4. to hjs former bodyguard, did much of his de- i t1~s appeale~. ~ protest, Mr. Vamn, hiS 

Police moved in to secure the saunas. cision.making in a Kremlin bathhouse. MI'. . Wlfe and t~elr elght-year·old son ,s~aged a 
Their adversary. defiant bathhouse baron Pulin is a more buttoned-down sort but spent hunger stnke. They sllspend~ their fast?f-
Sergei Vanin, was waiting -'along with a election day last month ina rural bathhouse. ter the c~urt upheld Mr. Va,nm s own~rslllp. 
camera crew from a local television sta· . As with many Russian passions, hum- . Authonlles then accused him of abUSing hi,S 
tion. "It's like 1917 all over again," thun·' drum concerns about profit .and loss have J monopoly and haUled him before a co~~etl· 
dered Mr. Vanin, "This is how all revolu-' tended to wilt in the steam. In ,the Soviet tlon watchdog .board to ~nswer ~omplamts 
lions start." .', era, that made little difference: The state . of priCe,gouging. He agam prevailed. • • 

Not quite. But'he had made his pOint. footed the bill. Bathhouse and Laundry But It was a hollow ~numph. He Vi on ~} 
Unnerved by the TV camera, the police Complex No.4 was owned and run by, pronng that he was losl~g ~oney. Soon af· 
ret~~:~~h revolutionaries storm'ed the' Pav!om's municipal government It kept 1 terward, the bath,house s pl~es ~urst and 

II prices low and did a communist youth ! floode,l the changmgroom With ICY water. 
Bastille. Lenin's Bolsheviks seized the' ,. . ._'-- (Mr. -, anin suspects sabotage.) Unable to 
Winter ,Palace. Here on the banks of the camp s laundry free ~f charge. , pay for repairs. he offered to sell his bath-
River Oka. 220 miles east of Moscow. the' ,The free market Introduced the frIgid 
citadel that really gets tlie bloOd boiling is.' grip of e'conomic reality and exposed the house back to the government for $178,000, 
a malodorous concrete bunker equipped' rot afflicting one of Russia's most cher' Authorities scoff at the price and, now thaI 
with two steam rooms, four broken wasll- ished institutio~s. Across th~ country, the J winter-the main bath-goirtg season-Is 
ing machines and a pile of birch .twigs state sold off ItS assets-OIl wel~s, alu-" 'Over, they want Mr. Vanin to stew in his 
ready for use as welt-raising whips. (The minum smelters, nickel mines and, in" debts. "Business is about taking risks," 
town's other passions are ice fishing and Pavlovo, four public bathhouses., ' ' gloats Mr. Chinyonkov. "Maybe we'll open 
scavenging at a municipal dump.) ,';Mr.Vanin, the head of a small company another banya." . 

Stripped liare, the issue is this: Can the c,alled Giant, bought one of them, calculat- At his home overlooking a cemetery, 
cold hand of free·market economics keep ing that necessity-many of the town's MI'. Vanin fumes while his wife watches a 
people clean? 'The homes have no hot water-and habit would Mexican soap opera on TV. "I'm fighting. a 
local government fuel a b,ooming ,business., Before long, he whole system." he says. "T~ey could nevl'l' . 
says no. Accusing had a' monopoly as rival bathhouses· let me win." He has put up a U.S, flag ill his 
Mr., Vanin of over- , closed: One became a casino, another a living room as a protest. In a wooden shed 
'pricing and uil· \ drug dispensary. A third. crumbled into a in the back garde~, he is building a sauna, 

derinvesting, it has \ derelict ruin inhabited by drunken tramps. 

tried to nationalize I But instead of making his fortune, Mr. 

his bathhouse. Mr. Vanin lost his shirt. . 


,Vanin sees a naked 'Lyubov Shovina. editor of the Pavlovo ' 
grab for power and Metallist, the local newspaper, blames 
property.' "market romanticism." Privatized public 

The dispute has hygiene, she says, will never produce a 

lef! a lot of people healthy bottom line. "He's a romantic. He 

steamed up.' Mr. should have given up long ago," she says. 

Chinyonkov. 'who Sergei Vanin At first,thoug~, Mr. Vanin'did turn a 

head& the admini&· modest proiit. F-tlel was cheap. and the iocai 


. tration's property committee, Is, so government paid the entrance fees for 
stressed, he recently checked into a hospi- needy residents. It also gave him tax breaks 
tal with heart trouble. Mr. Vanin,whoalso ane! intervened when thepriceoffueloil sky­
has a stake in a g~s station, says he fears rocketed: Officials ordered the bakery next 
for the safety of his family and wants to .. door to supply steam. In return, Mr. Vanin . 
emigrate. "This fight will never end," he pledged to keep tlie price of admission at 
says: "I deserve a mention in the Guinness just sLx rubles, then worth less than a dollar, 
Book of Records." and bathe pensioners free of charge. 
, A few days after the first abortive 'After Russia's financial markets blew a 

attempt to grab the bathhouse, police gasket in August 1998, though, the heat was 
returned to complete their mission. With on. The bakery demanded payment for its. 
the TV crew gone, they sawed of( a big lock steam. The local government. scrambling 
on the door, banished Mr. Vanin and for cash, suspended bathing subsidies. Mr. 
installed in hisolfice abureaucraUrom the Vanln sought to boost revenue by opening a

bal'. Bureaucrats accused him of illegal
local housing department. "Red F1agat vodka trading and shut it down. Mr. Vanin 
,the Bathhouse," proclaimed a banner 
newspaper headline. 

The soap opera has since come to 
involve much mudslinging, a bitter court 
battle. a hunger strike in. the changing 

. room. overheated letters to the press and 
an appeal to Vladimir Putin, Russia's 

. Please Turn to Page A13, Column 1 
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line sometimes gets blurry. Its pr:~sident, 
Mr. Farris. is also chairman of the Madi­
son Project. a political action committee 
that says it funnt'led about $350.000 in each 
of the last two Congressional elections to 
conservative Republican challengers for 

, Democratic-held and open seats. 
Mr. Farris expects the Madison Project 

to give between $20,000 and $30,000 to each 
of 20 candidates this year. It is also spin­
ning off a home-school political action com­
mittee to focus on key congressional races. 
One likely target: Kansas Democratic Rep. 
Dennis Moore. In 1983. when Mr. Moore 
was district attorney of Johnson County. 
Kan.; he brought-and won""a case 
against two children for truancy becau.se 
they were home schooled. " 

Legislatively, home schoolers ,want to , 
shrink the National Assessment of Educa- ' 
tional Progress, or NAEP. "This will prob­
ably be the first issue you'll be lobbying 
on." Christopher Klicka, senior counsel of' 

, the aSSOCiation, tells the group at the Holi­
day Inn. "We noticed what we call 'NAEP 
creep.' It's the back door Jor anotherna-, 
tional test attempt. " " 

, Two years ago, home schoolers jOined a ' 
right-left coalition-also including black 
and Hispanic Democrats in Congress-to ' 
defeat the' Clinton administration's pro­
posal for a national ,test for all students . 

. Though participation would have been vol­
untary, home schoolers predicted the test 
would spawn a \lationalcurriculum. 

Unlike that proposed test, NAEP.does­
n't give results for individual students. It 
provides state and national,scores ~n.va~­
ous subjects, based on a sample of public, 
private and parochial school students. 
(Home schoolers haven't participated be­
cause the survey is'limiteil to schools.) The 
nonprofit Educational Testing Service in 
Princeton, N.J., designs NAEP under a 
five-year, 575 million agreement with the 
federal government.. ' 

Now, the Clinton administration and 
Vice President AI Gore have proposed ex­
tra funding for states that do well on 
NAEP, which is due for' congressional 
reauthorization this year. (Gov. Bush 
would use NAEPas one of several'mea­

sures for rewarding states.) 
Worried that ,NAEP will morpho into a 

national test, home schoolers linked up 
with McGraw-Hili and Houghton Mifflin, 
which fear that·an expanded NAEP would 
give states and local school districts less 
reason to buy their standardized,test?; now 
used chiefly to measure individual student 
performance.,. '" 

··!I.actually was shocked,thefirsUimeI" 
met with the test publishers," says Doug 
DomeneCh, director, of governmental 'af- ' 
fairs for the home-school association. '''I' 
didn't think they'd buy our changes." 

Executives at both CTB/McGraw·HiIl. 
the' McGraw-Hili division that sells the 

Test of Basic Skills,and 
in, which sells the Io~a 

Tests of Basic Skills, confirm the alliance. 
, Michael Kean,vice president of CTB/Mc­
Graw~HiIl, describes NAEP as a competi­
tor and says its'state results are'largely 
useless. "In terms of networking in Wash­
ington. the home schoolers provide some ' 
access," Mr. Kean says. "They carry some 
people power." 

Keith Oakley' agrees. As chairm,an of 
the Texas House of Representatlves pub­
Iic-safetycommittee in 1997,he sought to. 
repeal a law that allow~d parents t?, t~ach 
their,children to drive, In place of certIfIed 
instructors. Hundreds of home-schoolIng 

"families pack~d the legislature in prot~~t.,.­
With the help of a state repreSeJltaii~e 
whose own son was home-sclwoled, the bill 
was trounced. 

Chastened, Mr. Oakiey cites the defeat' 
as part of the reason he didn't seek re-elec­
tion in 1998.•Tve still got their tire tracks 
on my bac~," h~ says. 

1--/"
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Prison Labor "\' 
With Unemployment 
Low, a New Group Is' 
In Demand: Ex-Cons 

. Bosses Who Resort to Hiring 
Former Prisoners' Find 

. Many Are Ideal Workers 

Ohio's Kiner Car Salesman 

By MARK TATI;E 
Slaff Reporler of TilE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

, LIMA, Ohio - Car dealer Tom Ahl's 
disinclination to hire ex-convicts dimin­
ished when the unemployment rate here 
dipped below 5%. Suddenly, people re-· 
leased from the three prisons that ring 
Lima represented a labor pool he couldn't 

. ignore. Against his better judgment, Mr. 
Ahl hired a convicted killer a~ a car 
salesman. . . 

That was three years ago. Today, the 
killer, Ben Laws, is the star of the 24-per' 
son sales force at Tom Ahl Buick GMC. And 
prison records no longer represent a red 
flag for Mr. Ahl, who has hired several 
other ex·convicts since Mr. Laws. 

"I realize they are not that different 
than me," says Mr:Ahl, 49 years old. "We 

all deserve a second 
chance." 

The tight labor 
market is accomp­
lishing what years 
of pleas and pro­
grams from penal. 
experts and SOCial 
scientists failed to 
do: It is persuading
America's em­
ployers to hire ex­
convicts. What sta­
tistics exist about 

Ben Laws employment of ex-
prisoners suggest 

that companies are hiring them at higher 
rates than ever before. In New York. about 
40% of offenders on parole are employed, 
up from 3370 six years ago. The pool of 

. ex-convicts is growing substantially be· 
cause of the record number of felony
convictions since the late 19805. About 2.5 
miilion felons were on probation or parole
in 1998, up from 1.5 million a decade ago, 

Few employers are happy about having 
to resort to this pool. But once they do, 
most are finding that despite their precon· 
ceived notions, the ex-prisoner isn't neces­
sarilya repeat offender waiting to happen.. 
Only 40% of ex-cons commit crimes again, 
and that number is much lower for those 
who find employment. "[ don't think a 
person's history matters as much ,as who 
that person is," said Richard Lord, man- . 
ager of a J.C. P~nl)ey store in Columbia, . 
Mo., where unemployment of less than 1% 
has prompted him to hire ex-prisoners as 
sales cjerks. " . . 

As industry hires more ex,prisoners.
perceptions of them are changing in a way· 
that could outlast the tight Jabor market 

. and perhaps even lower the crime rate. 
"Allthe data and research indicate if you 
have a positive experience upon leaving 
prison- and getting a job would be just 
that - the chance of recidivism is going to 
be lower." says R. Dean Wright. a Drnke 
University professor of sociology who spe­
cializes in penal issues. 

", 
Employers 7>r ex:pri~oners say it isn't 

simply a craJishoot as to who will and won't 
return to prison. As owner of a boat maker 
'in Fort Dodge. Iowa, where unemployment 
stands at· 2.8%. Lisa Wilson has hired 
felons convicted of robbery. burglary, drug 
possession and involuntary manslaughter. 
She doesn't regret a.single hire. But she 
has a code - no sex offenders - and a test 
for prospective hires: "We walk through 
the plant at a brisk pace and see if they 

. keep up," she says. "You can tell if they 
are going to work at a good pace by how 
they walk. " , 

Signs of the Times 
In a sign that Uie trend is picking up 

pace, consultants who specialize in figur­
"	ing out Which ex-cons can be trusted have 

begun to emerge. In ,Columbia, Mo., Dale 
Wolchko has placed ex-prisoners in jobs 
~anging from sales clerk at the local Dil­
lard's department store to kitchen assis' 
·tant at an Olive Garden restaurant. He 
looks for a positive attitude and a desire to 
please. "When a guy who has tattoos all 
over his body has gone through the trouble 
to wear a collar shirt with long sleeves, 
that is a good sign," said Mr. Wolchko, an 
employment specialist with the Job Center 
in Columbia, Mo., which helps ex-cons get 
work. 

, Some of these consultants, operating on 
the theory that you can't con a con, tout 
their own criminal records as credentials 
in. selecting from among ex-prisoners. HI 
look for phd's - poor, hungry and driven," 
says Mark Paulus, a former police officer 
who spent three years in prison for theft 
and now recruits ex-cons for employers. 
"This economy has given offenders a 
chance to show they are not all Jeffrey
Dahmer." . 

Labor demand ino hot these days that 
. many workers don't hesitate to hop from 
job to job. But employers say that ex-pris­
oners often demonstrate extraordinary 
gratitude and loyalty in exchange for trust, 
responsibility and a paycheck,' And' an 
ex-con who is honest about his background 
is often less a gamble than the average 
candidate, bosses say. "I know more about 
them than I know about John Doe off the 
street," said Thomas Lewis, chief execu­
tive of Digital Design Inc., a Columbus, 
Ohio-based supplier of telecommunica­
tions wire. . 

Mr. Lewis' enthusiasm for hiring ex­
c~inals seems particularly remarkabie~· 
~ years ago: his 25:year-old stepson was 
nim'dered. The case remains unsolved. But 
st'JOn after the tragedy. Mr. Lewis began

ex-prisoners. He sees it as a way of 
ng crime" "We've got to do some­

t••~' he says: '''We are throwing so much 
~eyilt the prison system" and nothing
51''lfto be worklng, . ,.' .• . 

efore'hlringex-cons. Mr. Lewis scours 
t .. ntemet, wbere he sometimes.can pud 
tlj$' criminal records_ He talks to theirpa-'. 

. r. officers; ~'llook lor change In their be- .' 
, or;", he says. "What did they accom­

p whim they were Incarcerated? Did 

t further their education?". 


:.hIs 65-person firm. Mr. Lewis has 

more than'·.a dozen eX-CODS_ When,his 

ess got ,burglarized a while back. 

, body said it is thoseel{'cons you are 


··1g." he recaUS. "It turned out to be one 

-yother employees.... ". . '. 


f course, some employers steer clear 

·;con5. "We are:.veryselective in,who 


ialire," and that:doesn't include con- :. 

felons, says Pam Kassner, spokes- ' 


for' USG Corp.: a Chicago-based . 

g-supply company. Demand. for 


's factory jobs, paying $11to $20 an 

•is so great that the company doesn't 


e to turn to convicted felons. . 

'oinetimes. employer fears turn out td 


. arranted,.·· ':. . . 
eill Davis owns the Learning Shoppe, 


. store in Panama City, Fla. Last year, 

ired Henry G. Moore. a 55-year-old


mMr. Davis had known for more than 

2f~ars. "He was having ~rouble bUYing. . 

~eries;" Mr. Davis explainS. . . 


I .Moore is aconvicted child m,olester. . 

Davis put him to work supervising the : 


r eling of a new store. and made sure '. 

~~;.e·s jO~ didn:'tPu,t h~a~YWhere , 

l ui mid,way' thrOUgh.. ther~riiodeling;. ~; THE WALL STREKI' JOURNAL 
. Davis was stunned to learn that Mr_ .. 

. MONDAY. APRIL 24. 2000rewas allegedly paying female mem~;: 

b :of the construction crew overtime 


" ... " - . . . 

'wages In exchange for sexual 
1\Il\'l1"nnhP 

. 

'.' ' . 

Moore .was arrested in 
· later convicted of embezzlement 


tenced to one year in jail. J\.tr. DaVIS 

he's out S18,500, and that he WOll't hire 

more ex-cons. "It has made mea lot more 

cautious," he says. 


Caution seems in order. Ronny Medina 

finished serving a six-year drug-dealmg 

sfntence in January 1997. During the next 

three months, seven employers turned him 

down, though all needed workers. The 28­
'year-old says he thought he would never get

". a job. Then building-supply maker Stark . 
.. Truss Co; hired him. Three years later. he 

says he has been turning down better offers 
. to go elsewhere. Stark gave "me a second 

shot on life," Mr. Medina, whose co~puter­
programming job pays S35,OOO, saId In an 
interview a few weeks ago, 
. 'But now, Mr. Medina is in trouble 
again. Recently, Charter One Bank mis­
takenly deposited $80,000 in his checking 

, account. "I am not going to lie," Mr. Med­
ina says~ "I probably should not have spent 
.it;".But he did-at least 522,000 of it, mostly 

. on trips to see family in Honduras, on 
· clothes and to payoff credit-card debt. "I 
kind of went crazy, like I had won the lot­
tery," Mr. Medina says. ". '. 

Charter One declined to comment, but It 
has told Mr, Medina and his employer that 
if the bank doesn't get the money back fast, 

· it will press charges. Mr. Me~na's bo~ses 
'. 	 at Stark are disappointed in hIm - but. III a 
measure of th'e goodwill his hard work has 
inspired, they say they won't fire him, 
even if he's indicted. "My heart hurts ~or 
him," says Javan Yoder, a Stark executive 
vice -president. "Ronny has been a good 
employee and even If he goes to prison, we 
would hire him back when he gets out." 

.' .Tb1It kind .of dedication to ex-con em­
· ployees seems surprisingly coml!l0n. After 

his release from priSon on. a herOln·~ealmg 
conviction, Bob Whaley dId su~h a fine Job 
for Decor. Lighting in Clncmnati that 

· owner Robert Carter felt compeJled to eit,'" 
· . vate him. Particularly Impressive, Mr. 
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Home schoolersNo.·l 

.oncollege-entrance test 


. , 

Top traditional peers 3rq year in row 
. 

Bv Andrea Billups 
t· 

The number of home schoolers 
THl: WASHINGTON TIMES taking the ACT this year, 4,593, 

. . represents a 41 percent increase 
Home~schooled stu~ents .~llve over last year, ACT officials said. 

scored hlgher.than their tradltJ,l)n·. Across the nation, a record 
ally educated p~e~ on the A~T. 1,065,138 high school students 
one of the natIon s two maJor. took the 2000 ACT exam, which in: 
co.llege·entran~e exams, for.the eludes curriculum·based achieve-
third ~nsecutive year.. ... ~ ment tests in English, mathemat-

While the average ACT.as~ss- ics, reading and science. The tests 
ment score was· 21 natIOnally, measure achievement, as well as 
home·educated students score~ an preparation and readiness for col­
ave~ge of 22.8 - yet another ~ca· lege course work. The scale for 
demtc benchmu:k that !tas given scores is 1 to 36. 
~h~.movement lhcreasmg credo 'Il"aditionally schooled students 
Ib~lty and attenti~n. . . :: . scored 21 in .1998 and 1999. In 

j?arents are domg a greatJo~.of Utose two .years, home-schooled 
educating theirovln children:' said stude~ts scored 22.8 and 22.7. . 
J. Michael Smith, president of the Na!i0nwide. ACT scores have 
Home School Legal Defense AssO- rem8.lOed constant for the last four. 
ciation in Purcellville, Va. ''rhis years, b~t the past decade ~rks 
explains why many highly sdec.· the first time that scores have .rlsen 
tive colleges are recruiting their' co?,sistently, f\CT official~ s~d. 
complement of hume schoolers~" ;We haven t see~ a decbne ,10 ~e 

. Mr. Smith called 2000 a "banner . national average smce 198.9,' ;s81d. 
year" for home schoolers, citing Richard 1.. Ferguson, preSident of 

,theirfirst',second-andthird-p!aee 	 ACT Inc., formerly kn~wn as the 
finishes in the SCripps-Howard .. American College Thsting assess-
National Spelling Bee .and their. ments... 
second.lacefinishintheNati'lnal . Average. composite s,?ores for .. 
GeOgraEhyBee sponsored by thegu-Is rem81ne~ steady thiS year at 
National Geograptuc ..Soci.ety.,.. 20.9; composite scores for boys. 

rose to 21.2 from 21.1 in 1999. 
Overall, minority students scored 
slightly higher on this year's ACT 
exam. 

New Hampshire (22.5) and·Or­
egon (22.7) posted the highest 2000 
ACT scores. The lowest were 
earned by students from Missis· 
Sippi (18.7) and the District of Co. 
lwnbia (17.8.) . 

The ACT, much .like the more 
popular SAT test, the other major 
college·entrance exam, is used not 
only for admissions, but for mak. 
ing decisions on scholarships and 
course placements. 

ACT officials said this year's reo 
sults showed that students were 
taking more rigorous course work 
in preparation for college. 

"Thn years ago, fewer than half 
the graduates reported taking 
what we call 'co~e c~rri7ulum: ," 
Mr. Ferguson said. This. year s 
graduates s~t a ne.w rec<?rd m.core· 
course participation, With shg~tly 
more than 63 percent reporting 
that the~, took a full complement of 
cours~s. 

While students today are better 
prepa~d for college, they are not 
follo~mg labor f~recast~ when 
mak~g career chOices, said ACT 
offiCials. 

In 1999, 4.5. percent of test· 
takers reported !nt~rest in technol· 
ogy careers, while m 2000 that fig· 

ACT TEST 
SCORES 
Recently released scores on 
the ACT college'entrance
exam showed that: 

• Home·schooled students 
posted the highest composite 
scores nationally at 22.8, on a 
scale of 1 to 36. 
• Traditionally educated 
students scored 21.0 for the 
fourth consecutive year. " 
• Students in Maryland scored 
20.7; Virginia, 20.5. 

• Students in the District of 
Columbia earned the lowest· 
scores in the nation at 1,1.8. 

Tho Washington Tim •• 

ure rose to just over 5 percent. 
"These small increases suggest 

that more students. are . realizing 
that the computer field offers sig· 
nificant opportunity, but the situa­
tion remains little changed:' Mr. 

. Ferguson said . 
Results from the 2000 SAT exam 

will be released Aug. 29. A spokes· 
. woman from. the College Board, 
which administ~~ the SAT, said a 
question on home. schooling was 
recently added to the student in· 
formation section of the exam. 
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Was smooch kiss of life for G()re? 

By Jennifer Harper 
THE WASHINGTON TIMe s 

A kiss used to be just a kiss. Now 
it constitutes a media event.· 

AI and Tipper Gore exposed the 
world to podium paSSion when the 
pair kissed with great vigor before 
the vice president's big speech last 
Thursday night. The· moment has 
since caused a rumpus in print and 
broadcast. 

Was it real or 'staged, tacky or 
cute? Was it the mark of a man of 
passion or some old coot all full of 
himself? Would there be,. uh, lip 
bounce? 

t While new polls showed the vice 
president pulling into a virtual tie 
with George W. Bush, and the two 
candidates spent yesterday criss­

crossing the country drumming up 
support, the only topic on every­
one's lips was "the kiss." . 

The press has hissed and buzzed 
about the kiss - which .the New 

York Times 
clocked at 3 sec­ON onds long - for

MEDIA four days now. 
, . -It was, the Asso· 

t;lated ,rress noted, "a lingering 
hplock and "the passionate kiss 
he sprung on his stunned wife be­
fore his convention speech." The 
kiss was called .disgusting, won­
derful, hot, defirungand just plain 
"yucky" by various observers. 

Yesterday morning, Mr. Gore 
addressed his lips on all three net­
works. . 

"Everyone was talking about it 
o~er the weekend;' said ABC's 
Diane Sawyer, advising Mr. Gore 
tha.t 107 articles had already been 

, wntten on the topic. "Did you plan
it?" ' 

."No," replied Mr. Gore, 52. "I' 
thmk. you can tell from watching it 
that It was. completely spontane­
ous. ~ was Just ovetcomewith the 
emotlC~ns that J was feeling ..... It . 
was .kind of an outpouring there 
that Just moved me to express my 
love for Tipper." , 

It was the same story on NBC. 

'~I didn't map out some strategy. 
I was really overcome by the emo­
tions in the hall," Mr. Gore said, 
~gain denying it had been scripted 
mto the program, which included 
a family slide show, a group hug 
and much self-congratulatory 
hoopla. 

Over at CBS, Mr. Gore again as­
sured one and all that the spooning 
was not an attempt to shirk his old 
"wooden" image. 
. It might be a quick fix, though. 
In their zeal to reinvent Mr. Gore 
as an alpha male by November, his 
campaign handlers have floated 
several trial· balloons. past the 
American public in the past year. 

In a dubious moment, Mrs. Gore 
declared her husband "sexy" in a 
·TV interview, which caused con­
side':'lble glee .among his critics. 
The Idea has SlJlce been adjusted Ito be "sexy" within the confines of 
his own home. 

The Gore's nuptial bliss has 
been. fodder for much campaign 
content lately, a deliberate con­

"problem is not that he's dull as the 
media keeps telling him, but that 
he's insecure about seeming dull." 

Which can take its toll. 
"You must remember this: a kiss 

is just a kiss, a sigh is but a sigh. 
And as the Dems left Los Angeles, 
that sound you heard is one long, 
weary, resigned sigh," Mr. Steyn 
concluded. 

Democratic delegates, party 
loyalists and a few commentators 
bought into the kiss. 

"Wow, he's got fire," said a 
woman delegate from Wisconsin. 
"Nobody can say he doesn't have a 
personality:' 

"Did you see his kiss:' gushed a 
peer from 'Thxas. "I was, like, 
0-0-0-0." 

Before moving on to regulation 
campaign mode yesterday, Mr. 
Gore did a little damage control. 
After reaffirming that the buss 
was genuine, 'he tweaked his story 
.a tad. 

A man of passion, after all, 
should have a little of the playful 

trast to the travails of the Clinton . rogue in him. . 
'marriage. Some analysts believe it Mr. Gore declared yesterday his 
is yet another canny. way for Mr. kiss was not meant to sway the 
Gore to distance himself from the public but "to send a message to 
Clinton White·House. Tipper." On cue, Mrs. Gore later 

There's more, though. assured reporters yesterday that 
This year, Mr. Gore sported a she had indeed received that mes­

new earth-toned wardrobe, tight . sage. 
blue jeans, cowboy boots. He hoi­
lered on occasion, and gesticu­
lated. Earth tones, however, were 
absent during the convention, re­
placed by & classic navy suit and 
red power tie. , . . 

The podium kiss, meanwhile 
has amassed some negative points: 

It was, noted the New York 
Times, "more suited to the. third 
date than the fourth night of acon­
vention," and a mark of ·'kissy. 
·face" and "exhibitionist" conven­
tions. 

"Memorable but embarassing" 

The couple crossed over from 
politics to pop culture when "En­
tertainment Tbnight" declared 
that the "gripping lipperwith Tip­
per" was right up there. with other 
famous televised kisses, like the 
cne between Lisa Marie Presley 
and Michael Jackson six years ago. • 

"But will Ai's 'big mouth-move . 
help him politically?" asked the • 
"ETu reporter. '.' .... . 
W~ ,,:on't know for months. Both ' 

public unage and campaign meso 
sage is a cumulative process. Per­
haps it would be best to wait until 

said CNN's Robert Novak:. 'at least Halloween to determine 
"Here's.aguywhosaystheP13y­

b::;i :Ma.-.slou';; not au GiiP,uii,iiii,e: 
place fur him to go. to somebody 
else's fuDd-raiser because it's too 
racy, and then he gives an X-rated 
kiss on national televiSion:' noted 
Jack Germond of· the Baltimore 
Sun. . 

The romantic moment did not 
get good marks at the London 
Daily 'Thlegram, either. 
.. Pe~haps Mrs. Gore thought • 
. passion could transform the frog 
into the p~ce:'wrote Mark Steyn, 

. who theor.u~d_that M:r. Go!,e,'s. 

how Mr. Gore 8!1d his passi~ns 
h3'Ve p1!1yed (!1.!t !!l the c!:!!!ect!'!e 
voter psyche;.. . . 
. The ~s. for now anyway, is still 
Just a kiss. 
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EDITOR-AT-LARGE 

o place like home 
year ago, a young man by the name of Jedediah 
Purdy surprised the book world \\ith the publication 
of his first major work. For Common Things: Irony. 

Trust, and Commitmeizt in A 171 e1'1:ca Today. The book was 
an insightful, well-written call for a return to core values 
and an abandonment of an ironic stance toward life. 

Critics wondered: Just who is this 24-year-old kid who 
. has given a fresh voice to the Y generation? It turns out that 
Purdy is a graduate of Harvard and is now stud~ing law, 
environment, and social values at Yale. But the t\\ist that 
caught people's attention was the fact that Purdy grew up 
il0l the ragged foothills of West Virginia and, until he be­
came a young man. was taught at home by his parents. 

Until then, "homeschooling" had 

been brushed aside by many as a fringe 


about 3 percent-arec\!rrently homeschooled. Apparent­
ly, these children have not been as closely studied as they 
should be. But the data we do have show that the numbers 
aregrO\\ing rapidly, from 7 percent to 15 percent a year. 
La\HenCe Rudner, of the University of Maryland, has found 
that the median income for homeschool families ($52.000) 
is higher than that ofall fa'11ilies \\ith children ($36,000). 
Further, about a quarter of homeschool students are en­
rolled one grade or more above their age-level peers, 
and their median scores on tests are ;'wel1 above" those 
of public- arid private-school students. 

While these res.ults may not be definitive, they certain­
ly suggest some obvious implications for public education. 

We have entered a period of great ex­
perimentation in the way we teach 

movement, encou~aged mostly by white the young-"a' thousand flowers are 
evangelicals who have never been ac­ Ho11'lesch00ling blooming"-and we ought to push for­
corded the social respect they deserve. ward on as many fronts as we can. The 
Purdy forced critics to take another look isa phenomenon more leeway Hie public school author­
at the issue. Was something going on ities and the unions give to education, 
there that they'were missing? that deserves a the better. Home schools are joining 

This month, the answer came in: Yes the ranks of charter schools and vouch­
indeed. homeschooling is a phenom­ ers as critical paths toward a betterfar more serious enon that deserves a far more serious educational environment.' 

look. The evidence piled up at the 73rd The anecdotal e'vidence from home­

Scripps Howard National Spelling Bee, , examination. schooling also serves as a strong re­

an annual event that attracts some of 
the smartest kids in the nation. This 

'year,there \~ere 248 participants at the national run-off; 
some 27 were homeschoolers, up from i9 list year. 

Ahead of the class._ The ,vinner was George Abraham 
Thampy, age 12, a homeschooler from the St. Louis area. 
who, just a week earlier, had finished second in a nation­
al geography competition. Thampy's parents are both from 
Kerala, India, and they began homeschooling their son, 
along with sLx siblings, after an incident of school violence 
scared them away from public education. Notably, the sec­
ond- and third-place \\;nnerswere also homeschoolers. 

Jed Purdy and George Thampy have both v.rritten moving 
accounts of their educational experiences. It is easiest to c'all 
them "homeschoolers," says Purdy. "Really, though, our par­
ents did something more radical. They freed us to learn." 

.Educators do not yet have enough data from home­
, schooling experiments to draw definitive conclusions. The 

National Home Education Research Institute reports that 
bet\veen 1.3 million and 1.7 million school-age children­

inforcement for a point that Theodore 
R. Sizer and Nancy Faust Sizer make 

in their recent book, The Students Are Watching.' Schools 
and the Moral Contract. Two of the most respected figures 
in education, the Sizers argue that both the classroom and, 
importantly; the school itself ~hould be small enough that 
a kid can receive individual attention. 

Most high schools are organized like factories, discouraging 
a personal relationship between students and teachers. The 
Sizers write: ,"The loads per teacher are normally heavy­
100 to 175 young people during each seme'ster-and the 
rapid reassignment of students from course to course makes 
it likely that a large percentage of students are not known 
well. This creates a situation which is, unfortunately, wel­
com!;!d by many students: anonymity means their freedom 
from all sorts of scrutiny and obligation." 

It's a long distance from anonymity in a classroom to a 
child working alongside an ,adult each day, but it's a path 
that we must learn to traveL The future will belong to those 
children who, like Jed Purdy, are "freed to learn."_ 
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