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Pap :z -HOIIOrlble Xavier B«:ara 

Elementar)' and Scccmdaty ~ the omce ofBiIinpI EducatiOn aM Minomy I..anpaaea 
. AI'iin, .. 0IBce ofEducarionllll. reb ..!mprcweu!C4.. the Nasional CIma' for .-
BtlIi/GIIioa SIaIiIric:L ne~ iaIendI to \IrVI'k with IdIooI diSUit:ta ~ftS Illlte .numbers 
oFLEP _ems. and with ~ UIIl publilhlrt,·to provide tc.bnicaI assistance 01:1 these 
111.lIblllS nquinlmllfttllDd to idenIify.1Rina hi~MtiYe IuIpage reading 
cam)ftbeuion teItI d1ac In conaia_-Mda hip nuioul ......ds. The J.?epanmcM "'ill also be . 
·canducdDs Tide 1 uussmcntworbbops. rosa... OD LE.P _-. loS pan oliu widcly·t1tCnded 
annual ImproviDl America's ScboaJs N;t c.ontennc:eabeld a;m1S the CO'W1l1')' this faD. 

AIIowIaa appnpri•• accolDaaodadoaL Tbe Depanra_ ofEducaDon ami the YOlu01;&ry 
,. 	 MtioaaJ tatl developma"lt conttacror. ba conIYlcation with 811 adut)' committee &hat hi . 

developina .peci&catiou for1l'lc lest, II'MU II other ceadns It1d 1ansuap expetU, are 
develoPina 11 sec·of~mmodarioAS fpr IeStina LEP amcl&:ms 1akina * reading and. math tall in 
EnaJiah. Acc:ommoda:iaas.miahr Urdude aiviII8 UP studeftu 0IL1ra time for compleatbt tests, 
or maIciDa the teats ~~A in which all SZl.Jdenu an: siva the time they need to ,:omplele 
ihem. Moteow:r, the ~opmcnt GQDtraa specificaDy FcMdes fimds for research OD !hI validity 
ofthe lests fot spedal. popul'DO~ such as LEP and disabled audeml. The development of 
acconm:aodaJiODI wiD &Iso be infOIJDod by NAEP n::searc.h on the most dfec:tive types of 
accommodations for LEP i:l:udents. 

FDI da::isiODS on the type uel fonnt.t ofaccoftl!lOd.ltions for LEP SlUdenlS wiJl be made wim 
broad panicipation in 8G open pUblic forum. W. welCGftlC your and your constituenu' 
pll'tidpalion in this process.. W. inlCDd 10 reqYire tat publishers that market the tests 'CO 
.inCDrparIJe Ibe accommociatioDl iaIo test adrninistralion proGedures. 

Ileportiq to p ......... f:~Cbuwe must make flYfJf'y dI'on to communicate to the patI~" of 
LEP SlUde.atl1.he pu~and use orme voluntary naDonal tcsCS. To a large atent" Ibe 
e8'ectiVlllCll ofrhae Iais·rats OG the ability ofpanI'dS to Mly unclel"Stllld the standards their".1. 	

chiJdnm ant e:q:I=te4 Ie .n.e..and to usc Ihc 18K raWu to ICQlre ~ help for their children 
wbcn it is QCl':ded. and u\. ca1.al)st for school improwmcnt.Therefare. the test results and. other 
appropriate information wiD be prOYided to parenti in lquagea they underlled. In add1tbn. Ihe 
DejIaranInt. ofEducltion~1 Offke of'liliDaual EcIucation INl Minority t.ansuasa Affairs 11';11 be 
workina with a group. orutban diatrias lbat avoU Iarpnumbcn ofLEP sw4en1S to providuhcm 
with 1Ir8IeSi- and materials 10 help inform parenu about the purpoaes oCdle lests,. and to help 
prepare JUldera to meet d1ellandards. 

~oaitorlll. the Impleaa..a,taIiOft of the '11!Jt1. The Dcparlment ofBduGauon will COnt:l'1&Ct 'lliids . 
the NGiouJ &:adem)' ofSQIDCe$ to MUIZe tht·impl~Uon ofrJu: tests. This evaI.gn 
will incl.nndo~ spot cbecb to clecamine &be CIL'tIIftlIO 1Irfaich test adminislrUion proced\lres 
COYer tbe i~uaiOft ofSNd~ iIlducliDllNdcnts wRit diverse bac:kgrounds. in the teIIinl .' 
prosnm ancl dle use of.p~opriate a=mrmod,doris. 
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• 	
THE WHITE HOUSE· 

WASHINGTON 

July 2.5, 1997 

MEMORANDUM FOR 	 BRUCE REED 

FROM: 	 SUS~ BROPHY 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 


SUBJECT: 	 CONGRESSIONAL CORRESPONDENCE 

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter that was sent to the 
President by Rep. Ruben Hinojosa (D-TX) and others. 

• 
The President has requested that he see and sign every letter 
going to Capitol Hill. We did not want to fully ariswer the 
issues addressed in the Members I. letter without advice from your 
office; therefore, 'I .amrequesting that your office draft a 
response and return it to Chris Walker. 

ThEmk you very much for your assistance in this matter. If you 
have any que,stions, please feel free to call Chris at 456-7500. 

Enclosure 

• 




~ongre~£) of tbe l1niteb $tate~ 


Mla5f:Jington. 1BC 20515 

• 
July.21,1997 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House JUL 23 PM12:15 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C .. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

• 
We write to urge you to consider the educational needs of limited English proficient 

children as you continue to develop and implement the 'proposed national test. The current plan 
to develop and administer the national test in reading and math raises serious issues ofequity for 
limited English proficient students ("LEP"): . 

The proposed national test has been hailed as a tool to. hold school districts accountable 
for providing a quality education for all students . .ffthis goal is to be met, 'the test should be 
developed and administered in such a manner that will maximize inclusion ofLEP students. 

We are concerned that the current plan for the 4th grade reading test is being 
characterized as a "reading testin the English language~" This will lead to the exclusion of3 
million LEP students. Allowing LEP,students to be excluded from the test will perpetuate the 
educational marginalization of a sizeable portion of students and parents-- most of them ' 
Hispanic. 

The national test in reading is purported to measure students' ability to read-- construct, \ 
extend and examine the meaning of what they read. However, for LEP students the test in 
English will only be measuring a students' proficiency in English when an assessment tool in 
their native,language could assess their reading skills. Assessing the students' actual reading 
skills is vital as the skills are transferable to the second language. 

To maximize inclusion of LEP students, we urge you to: 

a) 	 Fund the development of testing instruments that yield reliable and 
accurate results for LEP students, including assessments in native 

• 	
languages . 
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b) 	 Make it commitment to allow appropriate accommodations for LEP 
students taking the reading and math test in English. We understand 
that the current plan does not specifically state what, if any, . 
accommodations would be made for LEP students. The accommodations', 
allowed for LEP students should be specifically outlined in the contract for 
the development of the test. - . 

c) 	 Make a commitment to communicate to the parents of limited English 
proficient students the purpose and use of the national test. Current 
proposals leave test reporting strategies as state and local options. Parents 
Whp_ do m>.! llX:l(ler~taI1dJ~pgli§tL~bol:1ld receive ~es.t rt:suI1!ii~_~!?"~J<!I!guag~ 
the parents understand regardless of the language in which the sfudent was 
tested. 

• 
d) To ensure equity, implement procedures to properly monitor the 

extent to which students are included and to appropriately evaluate 
the implementation of the national test. One method of monitoring 
school districts for equity is to require school districts to dissaggregate the 
national test data on the number of students taking and not taking the test 
by race, ethnicity, gender, disability, LEP status, and Title I statUs. 
Because Title I assessment results are mandated to be disaggregated within 
. each State, local educational agency, and school by gender, major raciai 
and ethnic group, English proficiency status, migrant status and disability, 
population, dissaggregation of national testing data is not unduly 
burdensome. 

We understand that the current proposal includes plans for further research on 
assessments for .LEP students. While we believe that more research in this area is needed, it 
alone is not sufficient to ensure equal access to educational opportunities for LEP students. 

The Congressional Hispanic Caucus remains committed to ensuring that all of the 
educational initiatives improve-education for Hispanics and all students. We look forward to . 
discussing these concerns with you directly. 

Sincerely, 

• 
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