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By KIMBERLY J. MeLARIN 
CLEVELAND, Aug. 'f1 - Delvo

land and CbariyM Shakespeare both 
attended the Cleveland public 
Ic.hool$ and they are determined that 
their IIOI1S will not do the same. They 
remember unruly studentS. UlllJlter· 
ested teachers and security panls 
wilD could most reliably be IlIWId in 
the pllJ'killg lot smoking pot. That 
was a decade ago. And thJnBS haw 
only ,otten worse. Mr. Shakespeare 
said. 

"We cIlsagree with a 101 of thJnBS 
going on In the Cleveland scbool$," 
said Mr. Shakespeare. 211. a cook. 

."II'S not the type 01 aunosphere we 
want our child In.'' 

Last year the SI\ak.eIpeares 
scraped qetller eoougII ~ to 
send their 7-year~1d IICII1. Lande!. to 
Our Lady of Peace. a Roman catho
liC school lor kindergarten througb 
eighth grade. But this year. the bIIIk 
01 that linanCial burden is being as
sumed by the UIJ:'IlIIyers 01 Ohio. The 
Shakespeares wW receive lour 
checks totalio.B $1.648 and ..01 have 
to pay only ~ remaining sIn 01 the 
SdIOOI's tultlon. 

As publiC and prtvale scbools be
gin operung arllWld the country, Ohio 
becomes the first State to live par. 
ents government·issued vouchers 
that they can use to pay lUllion at 
their children's religIOUS scbooIs. 
The country's only other voucher 
program. m Milwaukee. has so lar 
been limited to nonreligious pnvate 
SdIOOIs. 

The issue of vouchers has become 
a local poiDt of education debate for 
many amservabve politiCians and 
some urban parents. Bob Dole·has 
even made It one of the central 
themes of his Presidential campaign. 
When Mr. Dole visited Cleveland thiS 
summer. Mr. SIIaiIespeare was one 
01 the parents he met and later men· 
tloned In his speeches promoting 
vouchers. 

Mr. Dole is proposing a $2.$ billion 
Federal plan that would give low· 
and mlddle-mcome parents govern
ment·issued vouchers of $1,000 to 

,$1,500. The parents could use the 
vouchers to send their children to 
whatever school they wished. par0
chIal or OtherwiSe. President CUnton 
opposes USing public mOlleY for pri
vate schools, 

In Cleveland. the parents of more 
!han 6.000 children applied for vouch
ers that can be used by students In 
the first thJ"OU8h third grades whO 
are chosen by lottery. About a third 
of the applicants.· like the Shake
speares. were already aendiq their 

. children to pnvate schools. 
The vouchers are worth up to 

$2,500 and will follow the slUdents 
througb the eighth grade. Parents 
must pay 10 percent or 25 percenl of 
!he tuition. depending upon family 
Income. TulltonS It the 49 partiClpat· 
Ing schoolS range from $710 to U.H), 

Ohio Paying Some Tuition for Religious School Students 
 r 
A Closer Look at Vouchers, 
USIng PUbliC'money 10 pay tumon at pnvale sctIooIs Pay tuitiOn al private religious sctIooIs - anCl III 

has become a central pan ollne mcMlI11III'II to Mtlwaul<ee. me nalion's OIClest wu.:ner program. 
Increase schOOl choice. BelOW is a comparllIOIl of Bob Dole. the ReDublican cal'ldidale lor Preslaenl. 
\/OUcller programs in Cleveland - me natIOn's only has made VOUCheI's !he cemerpoece 01 his 
schOOl system where stale money can be usecHo education plan. 
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WHO 	 UP 10 2.000 low· and 
moderate-Income students, 
grades K·3: aboul 6.000 
appllcalions received . 
Studenls may use vouchers 
thmugh Ine eighth grade, 

WNAT . 12.500 or 90 percent 
(whichever is leSS) 01 tuition 81 
private schOOls, Including 
religious ones. So tar 49 
prrvsta schOols are 
paniClpaling; 39 ere religious 
schOOls, 

MILWAUKEE 119901 

Court recently expanded 
program to allow lIP to 15,000 
IOW-income studems or lS 
percent 01 Milwaukee's public 
schOOl stuClents. graoes K·12. 
to partiCipate. About 1,900 
applications thIS year, 

. About $4.400 this year. Ine 
equivalent oIl11i11e's per-pupil 
cost in public: SChools. Solar' 
21 prrvala schOOls expected 
10 p8r1icipa1e, For !he second 
schOol year, prMIIa donors 
hope 10 PrcMde half· 
scholarsh,ips to students lor 
religious SChools. This year's 
goal is $4 million, 

152 million tor a twO-ye8l' In school year 1995-96. $4.6
COlt 

PIlot program, million was spent by lIIaIa. 
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A lawsuit c::hallenalnllthe COIIStlnl
UODaIIty of the Cleveland program IS 
pendmg before the Ohio Court of 
Appeals. BUI earlier this month a 
judge denied a reqUesl to halt the 
program peDdmg that appeal. That 
dedsion cleared the way for the pro
gram to bqIn. Most students beian 
attending prtvate scbool classes on 
Monday; CIlMlIaDd', public schools 
open on Wednesday. 

Both the lawSUIt and the injunCtion 
request were filed by a coalition of. 
VOIIc11er opponeots led by the Ohio 
Federation of Teachers and the 
Amencan CIvIl Uberties Uruon. Don· 
ald Mooney, the group'S lawyer. said 
the coalition mllSt now walt for the 
appeals caun to rule 01\ the pro
gram's eonst1wtionaIlty. 'lbat decI
Sion IS unlikely to come before !Ieltt 
spring. Mr, Mooney said. 

"We're dlsappolnted that !hey are 
going to dlVen S5 million from public 
scbools iD despente need of support 
to pay for religious ecIIIcatlon," he 
said. 

No one disputes that Cleveland's 
schools are in despente condlbOll. 

Last year. a Federal judge pIacecI 
the 7O,IIOktlldent system under 
stale receivendllp after 11 ran OUt of 
money halfway IhJ"OU8h the year. 
CieYeland scbools are plaped by a 
staggering SIIIO lIIlI1ion debt, dismal 

'Itudellt acll1evemem aDd detIImmIt· 
Ing bulldlngS - last year the celling 
01 one scbool co1Iapsed jlllt half an 
hOur before t'ClldeII1s were to be In 
their MIlts. This'spring, a Federal 
Judge ended caun~rdered bwIIng for 
the school system, wI:!.ic:h is 70 per· 
cent blaeIL 

What'S more, the system has been 
stymied by a IlUbbom ftfuaaI 01\ the 
pan of UIJ:'IlIIyers to Increase flnaDc· 
lng, Cleveland voters have DOt ap
proved an increase m school spend
Ing ill more than a decade. Nat week 
the system faces a potenllalstrtlle by 
the 5,IJOO.member teachers union. 

Even ardent public school suppon· 
ers measure their words carellllly. 

"It depends 011 what)lOU mean by 
happy." laid Judy SImpIIoa. wilen 
_ed If she was pleased with the 
CII!¥eland sc1IDols. MIl. Simpson IS a 
member of the district community 
council. an adYuiory Jroup to the 
supermtendent and she wilts that 
YiBlJant. InvOlved parents can IIDd 

. within the system a good educatIan 
lor their children. She belleves she 
hu been able to acc:omplllb that for 
both her Children. Her oIde:st I0Il _ 
attends Ohio State UlII¥ersity; ber 
youngest enters the III!CDIId grIde 011 
W~. 

Stili, Ms. Simpson admItS that sup
plies lII"I! ilion and some bulIdIIIp 
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Up 10 4 million sluClents. 
graoes 1·12. III lOW· IIlld 
middle-<nc:ome famihes, 
Vouchers could be used to 
anend any pnvata SChOol. 
lIlCluding rallglOUS ones. 

:E~ would recaive $1.000 
a year in tuition lor students 
graoes 1-8. and $1.500 a 
year lor high SChool Sludenis. 
Would be 8 tour.year pilot 
'progrem, 

About S2.S billion a year in 
Federal money. malcl'leCl by 
money from UP 10 15 stales. 
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are in less tilan perfect shape. 
"It rains ID tile schools and some 

have bad floors," Ms. Simpson Said. 
"I'm not saymg tile buildmgs are tile 
bes!." 

But voucher opponents and vouch· 
er supponers disagree about what to 
do to Improve tile failing system. 
Voucher opponents say tile program, 
which will cost $5.2 mlUion over twO 
years, will drain badly needed mono 
ey and tile best students from tile 
Cleveland schools without doing any· 
tiling to Improve tile system. 

"It allows tilem to escape the prob
lem, but it doesn't solve tile problem 
for 70,000 otiler kids," said Ron 
Merec, president of tile Ohio Federa· 
tion of Teachers. 

Opponents also argue tilat the Idea 
presents an unacceptable breach of 
tile separation between church and 
state. 

"Whatever happened to the Consti· 
tution"" Mrs. Simpson said. "If you 
want to send your child to pnvate 
school. fine. make tile sacrifices. The 
Cleveland schools should not have to 
pay for tilat on tile back of my child." 

But voucher supponers contend 
tilat forcing tile public schools to 
compete for students will make tilem 
better. 

Dorotily Basemore. whose daugh· 
ter Sirena Hardimon, 8. is attencbng 
Our Ladv of Peace on a voucher, said 
a Cttv that could find SJOO miUion to 
build a new professional sports cen· . 
ler should be able to find enough 
money to suppon Its public schools 
and help parents who want to escape 
tilem. 

"They can find money for every· 
thIDg else. but not for tilis?" Ms. 
Basemore said. "I'm sorry, but to 
me you need to get a budget." 

Rita Moore. whose daughter was 
not chosen for iI voucher. feels the 
same way. 

Ms. Moore said her daughter, who 
will be in tiltrd grade tills fall. had 
computers In tile classroom In the 
first and second grades. But· tilis 
year. because of budget cuts, tile 
computer class is gone. 

"The schools are really gomg 
downhill," said Ms. Moore. who did 
not receive a voucher m the lottery 
process and is contemplating a move 
to tile suburbs. "You'd like to get out 
if you could." 

As school began this week. admin· 
istrators of the voucher program 
were busy with last·mmute glitches. 
On Monday program directors sent 
taxis (paid for through the public 
school's transponauon budget) to 
pick up. nearly 1.000 students and 
transpon them to school Ben Holt, 
the program administrator. said that 
more than half of the students would 
eventually walk to school. but that 
transponauon would be made avail· 
able to every child who needed It. 

A more pressing problem may be 
finding space for those children. Pro
gram officials· hoped to enroll as 
many as 54 schools in the program. 
but several new schools that were 
expeCted to open in time for the 
school year did not. Of. the 2,000 
vouchers awarded, just over 1,700 
were being used today. The parents 
of the remaining children were sUIi 
searching for spotS. 

Although the vouchers were of· 
fered to public school systems in tile 
suburbs surrounding Cleveland. not 
one of those systems chose to panici· 
pate. . 

"Everybody boycotted us," Mr. 
Shakespeare said. . 

A group called Hope for Cleve
land's Schools. which lobbied for the 
legislation establishing the voucher 
program, opens tWO new schools on 
Wednesday and plans to open more 

. this year. The group has already 
enrolled 350 students. 
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Ann Yarman. director of the Hope 
program. said tile schools met all 
state reqIDrements and had applied 
to the state tor a chaner. 

The Shakespeares say tiley like the 
values. rules. disciplme and attenuon 
their SOlI Landel receIves at Our 
Lady of Peace, where he IS a 
straight·A student. The couple hopes 
to send Isaiah. 4. to the same school 
when he is ready. 

The Shakespeares stood outside 
the graceful. brown-brick building to
day. chatting Witil otiler parents as 
they all waited for their children to 
end their first day of school. . 

Less than a quaner of a mile away 
stands tile Harvey Rice Elementary 
School. showing signs of neglect. Bro
ken screens hang from the wmdows. 
In some of the classrooms. paint 
peels from tile walls as teacherspr4!'
pare for another school year. 

Mr. Shakespeare said he wished 
vouchers could be made available to 
every parent who wanted one. Shon 
of that, he hopes the program will 
improve tilingS for those students 
who remain in the public schools. But 
the fact tilat such improvements wHI 
not take place overnight does not 
invalidate the program's worth. he 
said. 

"If you have a starving child In 
Africa and' you can't feed all Of 
them," he said, "does that mean that 
you don't feed any?" . 

Saying No to Private Schools at Public Cost 
WASHINGTON, Aug. 27 (AP) ....: 

Most Americans say parents should 
not be able to send their children to 
private schools at public expense, 
and tiley do not want tax dollars to be 
used to suppon religiOUS and private 
schools, a poll released today has 
found. 

The Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup Poll 
says tile public rejects. 61 percent to 
36 percent, tile idea of letting stu· 
dents and tileirparents choose a 
private school at public expense. 

A smaller maJOrity. 54 percent. 
opposes the Idea of a voucher system 
tilat would allow parents to choose a 
public, private or church-related 
school With tile government paying 
all or pan of tile tuition. 

Critics said the polljdlstOrts Amer· 
icans' views aboUt public versus pri· 
vate education. a topiC tilat has divid
ed tile Democratic and Republican 
Presidential camps. Such critics say 
tilat If more probing questions were 
asked, tile poll would have uncovered 
dlssatlsfacuon witil public schools. 

Bob Dole. tile Republican nominee. 
supports vouchers. tax-backed cOu· 
pons that parents' can use to send 

their children to a public. private or 
parochial school of their choice. 

President Clinton embraces· llie 
idea of giving parents more choice 
among public schools, but he draws 
the line at passing out vouchers for 
private or religious schools. 

"It shows tilat tile public knows ICs 
. dead wrong to take taxpayer dollars 
out of public education." Education 
Secretary Richard W. Riley said 
about tile poll. "The parents of public 
school students and the American 
people as a whole rejected vouchers 
by wide margins." 

But Jeanne Allen. director' of the 
nonprOfit. pro-voucher Center for 
Education Reform. complained that 
some poll questions Included "loaded 
phrases" like· whether parents 
should be able to choose a private 
school at ':public expense." 
. Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup Poll sur
veyed' 1.329 adults by telephone in 
May. The margin of sampling error 
was about three percentage points 
for responses involving the entire 
sample, 


