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I. Purpose -­

i 

To deliver a message to the D~partment of Education I s Safe Schools, Safe Students: 
What Parents Can Do teleconference. 

II. Background 
" 

i 

At the White House Mental Health Conference you announced a series of 
teleconferences on safe schools to be held this year. This live, interactiye event 
broadcast from the Newseum'will be produced by the Department of Education and is 
sponsored by the Pfizer foundation. Secretary Riley will host the event, giving parents 
and families a chance to voice itheir concerns and find out what they need to know to 
keep their students safe in the coming school year: ­

This 90-minute teleconferenc~, scheduled to begin at 7:30p.m. tonight, will include 
- discussions by Secretary Riley, Attorney General Reno, as well as National PTA 
President Virginia Markell, T bacher and NEA Executive Committee Member Eddie 
Davis, and a panel of experts. ;Local educators, community leaders, law enforcement 
officials, and mental health professionals will join the conference via satellite at over 

. 160 sites across the country. The program will ;Uso incorporate questions from live 
audience members, . viewer cal~-ins, and videotapes related to school safety .. 

III. Participants 

Teleconference Participants:­
YOU (via video ) 
Attorney General Reno 
Secretary Riley : 
Virginia Markell, President, "National PTA 
Eddie Davis, Teacher, NEA Executive Committee 
Olivia del Valle, Zavala, Princip~l, Zavala Elementary School, Austin, TX 

,-- . . 

i· 



I . 

Theodore Feinberg, Senior P~ychologist, North Colonie Schools, Latham, NY and 
Chairman, National Emergency Assistance Team 

Kate Stetzner, Superintenden;t of Schools, District 1, Butte, MT 
John Sisco, Boston Public Schools Safety Department' 
Anne McGintis, Hamilton ~ounty Board of Education, Chattanooga, TN 
Mike Woodruff, Author, KidsToday and Young Life 
Donald Cook, Vice President, American Academy of PedIatrics 
Ron Coleman, Michigan State PTA President 
Viewers in over 160 satellite sites across the country 

IV. Press Plan 

OPEN PRESS 

.V. Sequence of Events 

• YOUR video begins the ;teleeonference .. 

• Secretary Riley delivers remarks and introduces Attorney General Reito. 

• Attorney General delivers remarks. 

• The teleconference discussion begins. 

VI. Remarks . 

To be provided by speech,wfiting. 

! ' 



, '.~ 

, " SOme 'of the 'stUdents still have a niorROTC class is not sbnplywre~ ~ 
, , ' hard ,time talking abOut tM,t day of' 'cruit·YOUJ:lg .peopJe fQr 'the arrited 

, " 

tile attack. It's hard, they say,'seeing services. he said. "Our mission s~te-Bl\dIY Beaten, •... 
':a~ wh<? 'stood for some.thing in I' 'mentis tomotiva~e YOWl8 people to 
, their lives knocked down: '" ,become better Arrierlcans. We teach ' 
, " ,. feel he's not a person who gives and instillcitizenshlp and leadership•.AD.C. Teacher ,Up and he won'Uet aoouple ofthugS'We:instiIJ self-esteem; teamwork, , 

'.' I. : ~ , '. .~riDg him down:,"' said Rasheena 'Wi!- ' . ,aC:complishment. self-discipline, a ' 
~, IS, a Juwor ROTC cadet who , d,esi.re to excel, contriJJute to cOni, 

; I 'Ism the 10th ,grade at:Roosevelt. munity, church, family, thenatioD." , 

'. "The cadets are Qverwhelm~~,The· , ,'SCotti takes his, mission seriously.


'DOTe 1. 'D ~dets, they: have a ~t of respect for ,He lIccepts any student.wtio is di­
"Ill ,,1nstrqctorlletuming '. him fol' commgback: . ,', " rected to his classroom. , ' 

,Tests.llilnself 
, _,_~Y teachers have been attackep" "We bring ,all kids in. They-are all " 

To SlJ,OwBtudents'He Cares, ,in sch.ools in the District andacrosionthe"same playing field. I don't 
.;: the country. But ,th~ ~ting ScQtti.' carewheril.,he lives. I don't care.if 

" k~ :: tqok that day ~ especially severe. ; be'sjtistout of jail. I don't'care ifshe ' 
. 'By DeNeen L. Brown . ", . Scotti, an Army veteran who 'has two babieS," Scottisald. ~e're 

WIllbiJlgtGoPcetSWfWriter " , fought ~ Vietnam, Was taken by am-,', . trying to make an impreSsion on ' 
onwbat Would soOn become the m~t PaiD. bu1aQce to Walter Reed ArinyMedi- 'them'before ~ men on the'streets 

ful arid humili.atingmorning of hiS teaching ca- ,cal~ter~ 'He blId a ,broken nose. , get their hands on them;" " • 
, reel', the morning he :was attacked and beaten The. orbital,oonethat. supports his., ,. ,The JuniorROTCclassei which' 

:' into unconsciousneSs by youthS' loitering in his riW1t e~ Wasshattered·~e had ~ .. meet everyday, often include dis- : 
, .scl1~.LtCoI Frank Scotti, an ROTC instruc~co~on~cUts on his face.:The cUssions on life~ As Scotti alid Jones' ,/' 

tor, at the Dis~ct's Roosevelt, Senior ,High ", n~e \m his, Jl1W: was' traumatiz~d.',. .ar~ tea¢hing the,studen~ hoW" to 
School, ~u1d sense trouble.coming. . '. ," .His Imee ~b~sed. . .' drill,they ~. are,' teaching them 
'He could smell it as strong as ,the odor of.' Sgt MaJO! Kinsey Jon~ II, wh~ .' how to sm:vwe. '. . " . , . 

marijuana Smoke pushing its 'Way toward his, teaches, J~~ ROTC Wit? Scot~,.. Scotti, Wfi9 has four adult: children 
basement classroom.' ,was con~ucting a ~lass on c,ltizenship and two grandchildren, lives in a 

. The 9'.30 bell had rung, and Scotti looked when the attack occurred at the' puge,house on an acre iot in Manas­
t' ' out of his office to see a half-dozen young men school at, 13th. and Upshur streets ,'-'SaS, i90-mi.1e roundtrip, to and from 

i 	 . 
! smoking marijuana, not an uncommon sight in . NW. "I went, to the back door and I I~ Roosevelt. He and his wife leave the 

.that isolated,'darke.ried corridor. ~w blood all. over the hallWay. I house oy 5:30 in the'morning to beat 

~ belI'rang. You're supposed to be in went, to m~ nght and SC!W Colon~1 ,traffic. Scotti usually arrived at Roo- , 


class," Scotti told them, "and you're certaioly .~ standing there, trymg to gam sevelt about 6:30. He'would run laps

'I" 

I .not ~up~ to be doing that," pohlting to a :ad:~i:tin=~°fu' on the track behind the ~hool; 

He. ' nine . of teachin ' I had ' ,shower and prepare for, an 8 0 dock I 


"[ ] 'you,· Scotti. said one of the seen ~g like it "g, never class. The early mOl1ling class i~ , 

young men shouted. "You white [expletive].". .' Last month two' Ii R sche!iuled for students whO want to 

"Y~~ I Imow, I heard· that on~ before," velt students, kenne~~:~turi~ tak~ ROTC but caJUl()t ,fit it into' 


Scotti ~d.."You sho,wd ~et to ~ ,', and Nabieu Seisa 20 were ~est: . ,their ~eduleS. '.:

~tti ~ent ba:ck m his Office and called Be- . ed and cluitged ~th ;ggravated as': ; When he was recuperating, Scotti ' 


" . =~:ba=~~out, the group of s~wt in the'attack. A third man" ~OUght more than twree abOut not' 
~elI class" he' , 'd NiCholas KennedY, 19, alSo has been. returning, . :The omi.go to '. saI once more. arrested and charged with aggravat- . "The ~oney I don't need that" I 
~__gr-,-o~p Stared at him, hard, cold stares. ", ed assau!t. Four o~er young men ai- ' don't need to ride in there 90 miI~ a 

, Eyes reddened from reefer•. They didn't back···.·!~edJr.J1volved.~ th~~ck-,- ~:, day,~ .Scotti'siU4. 'Even ,some friends 
. off. . ' ' ,,' J II'! U~'6,men w om WW\.tJ recog- ,'questioned tru.n about why he.both- . 

Sc tti . la' hat ha ed ext' and~ as Roosevelt: students-have ered to teach man urban high school 
over ~~e~ ~':mtL p~n n ,.over . not been'~ged. . '. . ~ an its p~b~~, whenbecoul.d 
, He' turned to find safety in his office but the ,.A~rdiriSe~ to to'ICd' Suticepentha°r O?urt easilY find a Job m a suburban school . ' ,recol~, lSay 0 .po t both closer to home ' ,i' 

. group follo)'led. " . ' , ". " he, and MattUri slugged Scotti 'and' "M' fri ',' . :,' ' 
. . Scotti .kept walking until ,they surrounded Matturi said he' shed the t .~I._ ,,'. y, ends. would, say, ,Whr do,
him' '." ' , , .;,' , "p~". ~"m:r." you drive way m there? You can get· 

. .'.'.. '" ,'. . ~lSay an~ Ma~un.saIdtheydid not, a job out here. Why would' 0 ' 
, . "ThebJg"guy~s ~ IJ,ly ~ace. I could ~eD ,like Scotti's attitude. ~e,two :~re .. '. that mess?' I give.them the~!:' 
his breath, Scotti saId. His office was.juSt -,'. d "be' th" , s-wer I '00 est] beli th '.acroSs the hall but at th3t ititit llldha,'not·suppose .to m eschooLbut·. '.' n y eve' ose are 

'been a mile aw:. : Scotti tooka step~ore ii:" ~adeasy,. access beca~se. the city's' th~ kids who need help: The. kid"s 

made it, he sawya.blinding flash of white." ,- fir~; code· pre~e~ts pnnclpals fr9m w&:~e~yery day)are g~ kids. , 
, He had been hit from behind He fell hard. boltmg or cha1llll1g' exterior doors. ' ttl says h~ hopes things ~ave


Wh h k his' .' , . , . . Because of the rule principals say it changed at the school. He· hopes' 
d enOlSc~;:' e't d ~ttackers wdlin~re hiin.~one ' is.difficult to preve~t outsidersfr~mt~ere is'.more security, that politi.. ' 

an one s s u en ~,was era a g , ... I,getting into scltool,buildingsf : cJan~ find away to lock.900rs so that:i 	 T· '. 

Seven,weeks after the.attack,.Scotti, 52, planS . 'StudentS. parents'and commUnity outsiders don't get in the bUilding. : . , 
to return to ~oosevelt this,!J1ornmg. Althougbhe leaqers i suCh as school board Vice'- .''1 don't,~OYf how I will be received. 

__, _(. See SCO'l"l'tA7, CoLJ_".: ___ ; PresideritSandra Butler~Truesdale I e~.someone will say;' Scotti, do , , 
.' Scom.Prom, Al 'I' <Ward 4) ~ve called futilely for ex- you w3!1t to get your ass kickedagain? '. 

, .' , . " . ' tra seeunty at the SC;hool to heJpThat willmake~ feel rotten. Again; I ........

hasametalplateiDthebonetmderhiS., "pr~ventsuchincidents.: Scotti and will have to remind myself I am the 
eye and still has numbilessin his jaw. '.. other teachers said ~y Imew it was tea<;i:ter ~d l!iffithe rote modeJ." . 
he's determined, to show his stu-' : only a matter of time'before Some- ' '. Scotti deeded he couldn~t ,be a 
deDts-theones whO come each daY , 'thing happened." '" :' c, hY,POCrite.· t~lIing his. students.()Oe 

,to learn somethiilg-thiit he won't let. . A week after his surgery, Scotti thing and domg spmething else, '. 
taemdown.· '.. went back to Roose-veltonenigbt fOf, .:1 feel I·~have an opportunity 
.': H,e's'not'Surel'what to expect., a.PTA.meeting;HeWantedto ~st. WlthoutS?und1!lg like a hero; Smce, I 

,. Someone may yell something insen•. ' .his feelingsabout the school. He was ·pr~ached all ~s about [how]you are 
s!tiVe about the attack. There cOuld neryou~: .' .' ",. .g9mg;to run mto bad things in life 

\ .be mor~ incid~ntsifsecilrity has not. -'_ '.. :£.lut when~~"app!!u"e4 ~,theaudi-, .andyou·l1ha...e to make sacrifices to· 
been. improVed. But Scotti sa1$ he. tOI'.1Uffi, he ,\f<lS wrapped in a swell of ". 'get alon~ . . • n?w all of a ~udden, 
has to.go back for the students in his support.Hlscolleagues hugged Jilin., where. did Scotti· go? He got: beaten ' 

. classroom-those he knows are Students w~ohe didn'f Imow came" u~by so~e punks. We didn't 00 any- ,
goOd. ,.... .' .' . . ul> to him to say they weie '-sorry thing to ~," Sco~ti'.sai~ of whatlus 
. "It might have' been easy for about what happened. " . studentsffiJght be thmking. 

someone who has been beaten up by:, .,~me of his ~tlldents had .visited· ' 1 ~eel' ~ ~ould be let~g them 
kids to say .'Kids are no good.'Or· him urthe hospital: "Fora kid to do down if I dldn t go back." , , . 
for awhit~ person who has been· " ~t. is some.thing... ·ScQttl said. ~One . . 

i 	 . beaten up by' black kids and called rught there wel'e so many up there, 

. racial sIu:rs to say, 'Black kidsareno . 'w~:had to go in tlJe visitors~lounge.": 

. good, or vice versa.' ". " Some, of them w()ulq be' crying. 


. THE WASHINGTON POSTScotti had taught hiS studentS in .' Some ·of .them ,were fii:st-year stu-.. .\ 

. the Junior Reserve Officers~ Tram. .,., d~nts..Others had been. in the.)unior 

, 


MOl'iDA\'; ~AKCH 18,1996ing, CoI'PS Program that they can't . ROTC prQgran1 three years. " . 

,quit simplybec:aiJse they run into obo' . :"That!s a lot for kids. That re­

'. stades. They have to find a way to . stored in me' that the .majority of 

get back on their ~eet.· .'. . kids. are good," Scotti said. "In was . 	

"r 

. . . ',. going tO,be a role.model for them, I 

\I:ould have to get ritl of my anger." 


'. ". . ,Scotti began' teaching at Roose- . 

veltinl992.The·i'niSsion.ofthe Ju- . 
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Educators aim to head-offmoreviolencein-U.S. scIiools 

CHICAGO (Reuters) - U.S. stu- torney for the American Civil Lib- vide for their safety first:' Chicago over the public address system, in­ students who were expelled last' Columbirie shootings, found that 

dents returning to school this erties Union who monitors school ,Public Schools Chief Paul Vallas struct teachers to lock classroom ,year for bringing a ,rfrearm to even though fewer studenls were 
month are facing new efforts to en- security. said. "When they're 18, then we doors and get their children under school, down 31 percent from the carrying. weapons to school, there' 
sure their security, from metal de- , "We have to ask ourselves if we ,can, worry' about some of these their desks. ' previous year. ' was no drop in the percentage of 
tectorsto no-taunt pledges, but, ;wantstudents to have to go to civil liberties issues. But the bot­ Other communities have con­ . The Centers for Disease Control youths who felt too unsafe to go to 
some experts worry the focus on' 'school in an environment that's tom line is: Securityis important." ducted all-too-real drills on what to ,and Prevention (CDC) said the school. ' '< 

safety may produce a fortress ;much more like a prison or a for- Not all public schools in major do if there is a shooting at school. number of students who reported A study on student bullying by , 
mentality at school.' ;tress than an educational environ~ cities have metal detectors. Only One such mock attack was held carrying a weapon of any type to the American Psychological Asso­

Recent school-shootingram-ment;' she said. ' about 20 percent of New York City last week at Brashear High School school during the previous month ciation found that four out of five 
pages, especially the one at Colum- n~. all public high public high schools and middle ,in Pittsburgh, complete with police fell to 18 percent in 1997 from 26 students at one Midwestern mid­
bine High School in Littleton, schools and middle schools are schools had metal detectors as of helicopters and heavily armed percent in 1991. 'die school admitted they had en­
Colo., that killed 15 people, have equipped with metal detectors, May. 'SWAT teams' tendin'g students "I think we need to keep [high gaged in some (orm of physical ag­
intensified the debate on how to while at least two hand-held detec· School systems across the coun­ feigning wounds. ' profile incidents] in perspective gression, social ridicule, teasing, 
keep students safe without making ,ors are available at all Chicago try have advertised' telephone Government statistics indicate with the real safety within 'most name-calling or threatening 
them feel their schools have be· ublic elementa schoo "tip" lines where students or par-', gun-related problems in schools,' schools;' said Ginny Markell, pres­ within the past month, " 
come prisons. on ac pac stu ents are al· ents can anonymously report po- have lessened, despite high-profile ident of the national Parent In their effort to deal with vio­

"There's a concern in general i10wed to carry to one school is tentially dangerous situations. incidents such as the Columbine Teacher Association. lellce, schools are not just 'increas- ' 
that schools are sort of opting for a :made of see-through mesh to reo Some Ohio schools have devised shooting. But some studies send mixed ing security. Many also are taking' 
bunch of quick fixes in the short ;veal smuggled weapons. ' code words that, when relayed in a A recent report by the U.S, De­ messages. The CDC research, aim at cliques of the sort that have 
term;' said Ann Beeson, an at- "We have an obligation to prow' seemingly innocuous message partment of Education cited 3,930 which was conducted before the been blamed for violent outbursts .. 

emJt Rlawljit1gton ~unt(J' 
~~ 
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ColUlllbine fallout 

reins in Web pages 

Schools crack down on student speech, 
By Ryan Alessi 

· SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWS SERVICE 

G
ene Lolli,' principal of 

Field High School near 
Akron, Ohio, was shaken 
by what he saw on his 

computer screen: 
Four-letter words. Essays dot­

ted with what Mr. Lolli called "dis­
turbing" revelations by students 

who saw themselves as "outcasts." 

Sarcastic references to violence. 


All of it posted on a Web site by 
students calling themsel-:es the 
"Field Dominion of Freaks!' The 
Field Dominion of Freaks~ site sur­
:faced just Ii. week after. two stu­
dents went on a shooting spree at . 

· Columbine High School in Little-
ton, Colo. 

Mr. Lolli's first reaction: "I was 
greatly concerned. It was enough 
to make us all stand up and really 
take notice of what was going on." 

School administrators' across 
the country have taken notice in 
unison. Since the Colorado shoot­

· ings, they have been advised to' 
keep watch for warning signs of 

· troubled students through conver-., 
sations, in'essays and on personal 
Web sites. Dylan Klebold qnd Eric 
Harris, the gunmen at Columbine, 
posted violent references on their 
Web site, which was ignored by
school officials. , 

But the ACLU and some courts, 
say schools go too far by disciplin-· 
ing .st<l!l(!ents for Web sites created 
off school property. 

"Some schools' have rational- ", 
ized it by saying that, ~We'r.e,. not 
trying to discipline ~tudents 'for 
what they did off~campus, we're 
disciplining, them for bringi~g 
threatening words into, the 
school,' " said Andy Brumme, staff 
counselor for the 'ACLU in South 
Carolina. "But when someone calls 
up Ii Web site on school grounds, 
that's not the publisher's fault." . 

Since the Littleton shootings, 
.	ACLU staff members say their of­
fices have been' inundated with 
hundreds of calls about schools 
violating students' free speech. 
And a growing percentage of these 
calls relate to students' Web pages. 
Among the most publicized cases: 

, e Stow High School neiiU' A+:.ron 
tried to expe I a stu dent for · ca II109 
his school "a living hell" on his 
personal Web page, said Raymond 
Vasvari, Ohio ACLU legal director, 

• The Kansas and western Mis­
souri ACLV office represented a 
student who was suspended for his 
Web page showing his school en­
gulfed in a mushroom cloud, The 
now-defunct Web page, said Dick 
~urtenbach, the office's executive 

who have ,tried .to lIml.t speech -.to 
a~ eastern MISSOUri. school dIS­
trlCt. 

In February 1998, Wo()dland 
: High ~chool suspended a student 
fo~ .u:;mg a personal Web SIte to 
crItiCIze the school and staff mem-,' 
bers with vulgar language. 

Robert O~Neil, director of the 
Jefferson Center, said the case was. 

. I fl'just one examp e rom' ast year: 
The center has no exact numbers 
on Web-related punishment by
schools, But Mr. O'Neil said he 
sees a trend in that direction, 

"In every case,nhe said, "the 
. school. system eventually backed 
down or were forced to back down 
through legal action," 

eDistributed by Scripps Howard 

director, was titled "This is a Joke." 
e A South Carolina high school 

suspended and recommended for 
expulsion a student ~fter he wrote 
ROTC members should "eat feces 
and die," said Mr.. Brumme of the 
state's ACLU office, who rep­
resented'the student. The school' 
revoked the punishment after the 
student, who was a member of the 
school's junior ROTC program, 
served four days of his 10-day sus­
pension. . 

Jeffrey Sultanik, a Lansdale, 
Pa., lawyer who lectures on Inter­
net use in public schools, said ad­
ministrators have a' case if stu-' 
dents abuse schools' computers. 

. "Beyond this, I think it will' be 
increasingly difficult for school 
administrators to start regulating 
off-school behavior, unless they 
can show some immediate danger 
to the school;' he said.' 
. Still, he suggested, school offi­
cials could legally suspend stu­
dents from extracurricular. activ­
ities instead of classes.' 

Paul Houston, executive direc­
tor of the American Association of 
School Administrators, said school 
environments have been .tense 
since Littleton, causing some ad­
ministrators to be overcautious ­
especially with the Internet. 

"The Web is new territory and 
schools that reacted harshly to stu­
dents'sites probably acted ille­
gally;' he said. "Schools that over­
run students' rights will end up 
losing th~se co~r.t cases." " 

But dlsclpilrung students for 
what th~y put C!n perso~al Web. 
p~ges did. not Just begm after 
Littleton. . 

A week· before the shooting, the. 
Thoma~ Jefferson Center f~r the 
ProteCtion of Free. E?,~resslOn at 
the Uruversity of VirginIa awarded 
one of its annual "Jefferson Muz-. 
zle~" - giv~n to p.eople or groups 

Inmates' 

trade cell 

fora tent 

Makeshift housino

bmor:e co~.f.ortabl,·:-, 
l' 11111 ..... 

SPARTA, Ga. (AP) - Eric Willis 
has seen the inside of four differ­
ent prison facilities since he began 
a 10-year sentence for drug deal­
ing. His current quarters rank as 
the strangest and the most com­
fortable: a tent. 

"When I first heard about it, I 
thought it would be hotter than the 
regular cells," he said inside the 
cool tent at Hancock State Prison, 
as the temperature outside soared 
near 100 degrees. "But out ofal! 
the places I've been, this is defi­
nitely the nicest and the most re­
laXed:!.... . . 

Prison officials moved 168 in­
mates into the insulated tents of"J 
Unit" earlier this year. . 

Originally designed as a tempo­
rary fix, the move created an un­
expected benefit - inmates like 
the 29-year-old Willis, just eight" 
months away from release, are 
willing to behave to get assigned to 
the unit. For one thing, the tents 
are air conditioned in the summer, 
while the main prison has only'
fans.' 

The four tents - three for hous­
ing and one for a dining hall - and 
a cinderblock administrative 
building cost about $514,000, or 
$2,763 per bed, according to Cor­
rections Department spokesman 
Scott Stallings. A new prison with 
1,000 beds costs about $32 million, 
about $32,000 a bed.' 

"This was initially a quick fix," 
said J Unit manager Dwayne John­
son. "We got a deal on them, but 
they've worked out much better 
than we thought." 

They look more like doublewide 
mobile homes than something you 
would camp' in: They're made of 
insulated canvas walls held up by . 
steel poles,and stand on concrete 
slabs. buffed so frequently they 
shine brighter than linoleum. 

Each tent houses 65 inmates 
sleepirig on rows of bunk beds and is attached to its own cinderblock 
bathroom and shower area, Fea­

tures include fluorescent lights 
,and two TVs, 

"Last month, we only had two 
discipline reports filed, out of all 
168 inmates," Mr. Johnson said. 
"They know that if they act out, 
they're gone. And they want to 
stay." 
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one recent swing through Vermont, Maine and New 
Bradley drew both Democratic faithful and the curious. 
with old issues of Sports Illustrated featuring l cover. 

on Bradley, who took home an Olympic gold medal in 1964 
joining the Knicks. Others showed up with basketpalls for 

to autograph. Many. toted one of his books, inchioing Sen. 
Wellstone, D-Minn., who has ca~paign~a'for Bradley in Iowa 

plans to stump for him in New Hampshire and New York, says 
Bradley is reaching voters. "In ~ sure and steady way, he is really 
connecting with people," Wellstone said. "People really :Iike him 
a lot. Politics today is so unpredictable. I can see how the 
momentum can quickly switch to Bill." : 

Mike Collins of the Republican National Committee ciedits 
Bradley's rise in the polls to Clinton fatigue: Democrats ~eary of 

. the Clinton administration, including Gore. . 
"Right now, he's the default position for Democrats. If they don\ 

like AI Gore, which many of them don \ once they get to' know him 
... They only have one place to go," said Collins. I 

Some lump Bradley and Gore together as both lacking charisma. 
Bradley earned such a reputation during his Senate career, where he 
was best known for his focus on tax issues, including a heavy hand 
in the 1986 Tax Reform Act. . 

In a New Hampshire hall in Berlin, Bradley worked the crowd to 
introduce himself to those who don\ know him and win:over those 
who do. With red-white-and..'blue banners lining the walls, Bradley 
worked the small crowd of Democrats, opening up with warm 
stories about growing up in a small Missouri town whe~e his parents 
had no interest in him being a politician. 

Anne Wilson was converted. "People said he was so dull. I think 
he's a ball of fire," she said. "He's the most thinking poiitician I've' 
heard in a long time." 

Computers Face 919/99 in a Warmup to Year 2000 .: 
By AshleyUunn 
Los Angeles Times . 

A possible preview of the millennium bug is set to strike 
Thursday when computers will reach an unusual date that could 
cause some older programs to malfunction. 

Thursday is the ninth day of the ninth month of the 99th year of 
the century a date that is recorded on some computers as 9/9/99. 
Year 2000 experts have long warned about this date, since it was 
sometimes used in the early days of computer programbing, back 
in the 1960s, to mark the end of a data file. 

As with the Y2K problem, few computer programmers back then 
thought their programs would survive until 1999 and could 
someday cause problems. . . 

Y2K repair work has routinely looked at this issue and most 
experts predict there will be few problems Thursday. : . 

"It's not something that will bring the house down, by any stretch 
of the imagination," said Kazim Isfahani, senior Y2K ilnalyst for 
technology research and consulting frrm Giga Information Group. 
"We don't anticipate any problems." . ' 

Several other critical dates have come and gone with few 
problems. These include the beginning of fiscal 2000 ~n July 1; the 
99th day of the year on April 9; and, on Aug. 21, the rollover back 
to week zero for some receivers of the global positioning satellite 
system. 

"With the passing of each successive critical date, the risk goes 
down of something' happening on Jan. 1,~lsfahani said. "It's 
certairily a positive'sigu that we are ~oving-in-t.'teright-direction..:' 

Beyond the well-publicized concerns related to the start of the . 
year 2000, there are several other critical computer dates on the 
horizon. They include the beginning of the federal government's 
fiscal 2000 on Oct. 1; the leap-year day on Feb. 29, 2000; and the ' 
366th day of.the year on Dec~ 31,2000, which some programs may 
not be able to handle. . " 

Schools Are Adopting Broad Array of Safety Measures 
By Melissa Healy' . j 
Los Angeles Times. .' 

W ASIDNGTON As kids scramble back to classrdoms across the 
United States, the jangle of school bells has some dissonant new 
accompaniments: the electronic beep of metal detectors, the robotic 
swivel of surveillance cameras, the crackle of walkie-talkies and the 
thwop-thwop~thwop of SWAT -team helicopters, 

After a sobering two years of school shootings, a growing number 
of school systems this fall has embraced measures d~signed to . 
safeguard children against the armed rage of violent: classmates or 
deranged adults, 

: i 

In communities large and small, urban and rural, violence-plagued 
and crime-free, police departments and special intervention teams 

. have spent the summer mapping school grounds and plotting 
responses to violent incidents. Mock drills, complete with "victims" 
playing out their roles, have been conducted at schools from 
Berkeley, Calif., to Pasadena, Md.; Pittsburgh even used helicopters 
to evacuate the "wounded," 

In hundreds of school districts, pupils must wear newly issued 
identification cards to get onto school grounds. Businesses that 
specialize in security cameras are working overtime to market, 
produce and install them. 

-Across the country, the most numerous and visible of the new 
security measures are mechanical. But many schools' security plans, 
to the chagrin of most teens, also will clamp down on students in 
ways large and smaiL' . 

In Broward County. Fla., as in many communities, high school 

. students at South Plantation High will no longer be able to leave the 

campus for lunch. In Miami and San Diego, book bags which could 

hide weapons are barred. In Gilbert, Ariz., "white supremacy. 
clothing" 'such as the trench coats worn by teen killers in Littleton, 
Colo., are banned. McKinney. Texas, bans baggy pants, T-shirts 
with violent or sexual messages and unusually dyed hair. 

More dramatically than any of the last two years' other violent 
incidents, April's massacre at Littleton spurred school officials into 
action. Two teen-age boys shot and killed 12 students and a teacher 
at Columbine High School before taking their own lives. 

Not all have drawn the same lesson from Columbine. While most 
school systems have primarily beefed up their physical safeguards, . 
many others have either supplemented or supplanted those 
measures with low-tech solutions such as kind words and plain talk. 
"One of the major lessons from Columbine is that we don \ have 
anyone saying anymore that it couldn't happen here," said Joanne 
McDaniel, assistant director of the Center for the Prevention of 
School Violence in Raleigh, N.C. . 

In the wake of the Columbine shootings, experts faulted the 
Colorado school's size, its physical layout and the local police 
department's response to the crisis. But McDaniel said that parents 
and school officials have been most affected by the idea that every 
school has its potential Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold the two 
Columbine shooters. Given the right combination of psychological 
factors, parents and officials have come to understand, these 
children could move from merely troubled to deadly .. 

In many communities, that has led parents and school officials to 
conclude they had better start focusing on their school's 
psychological environment from student bullies to disengaged 
teachers and administrators. Many experts believe that defusing 
children's violent impulses will have more impact in the long term 
than disarming gun-toters at the door or mounting exercises that 
prepare for their deadly outbursts. 

"Making schools safe is as much a matter of the heart and, 
changing attitudes and actions as it is a matter of bringing in a tool 
that will create a safe environment," said Ron Stephens, executive 
director of the National School Safety Center in Westlake Village, 
Calif.' "This is not just about hardware but about software about 
valuing each individual. Many strategies we see schools taking are 
more about 'snooper-vision' than about supervision." 

In schools in and around New Orleans, a focus on "software" has 
translated into adoption of school uniforms. Hundreds of schools 
across the country are urging students to break their code of silence 
and use telephone "tip lines" to report an overheard threat or flag a 

-dangerous.situation. Other.sch()ols are trying to curb ou~asts' 
. violent tendencies by opening lines ofcommunication among 
students and between kids and s91100i officials. 

At Powell Middle School· in Hernando County, Fla., for example, 
principal Cy Wingrove plans to expand a crime-watch program that 
outfits students with walkie-talkies and distinctive jackets to 
monitor the halls. By seeking out troubled or disengaged youngsters 
for the special role, Wingrove hopes to give them a stronger sense 
of responsibility. 

Throughout the Port Huron, Mich., school district, principals will 
begin lunching regularly with larger array of students, not just class 
leaders. 

"The theme this year is listening to kids at all levels, " said Port 
Huron's superintendent, William D. Kimball. "We're focusing on 
prevention, trying to be more aware of the kids, to identify our 
problems earlier. " 

Although the district has ruled out the purchase of metal detectors 
and is moving slowly on the question of surveillance cameras, it has 
accelerated a program to train all school employees 
from teach~rs to food service workers to bus drivers in conflict 
resolution. 



The focus on low-tech prevention rather than high-tech 
intervention came after Port Huron school officials foiled a'plot in 
May by four students who threatened to outdo the Columbine 
shooters. A fellow student who had heard of their alleged scheme 
alerted school officials; two 13-year-olds and two 14-year-olds 
were arrested before any harm was done. 

In the Hopkins school district in the Minneapolis suburbs, every 
teacher is assigned to mentor a small group of students throughout 
their high school career. . 

"We're establishing a long-term 'let me be the adult in your life' 
thing," said the district's social worker, Sharon MacDonald. ' 
"Maybe that way we won't have ki!is slipping through the cracks. 
We're having them write their goals, we'remeeting with their 
parents. We're really forcing ourselves down their throats, believirig 
that this is what's good for them and good for the community." 
A ,few districts are starting from scratch by building schools that 
enhance students' sense of community and protect schoolchildren 
by draWing them into the larger world. 

. A Quarter of Students Don't Attend Neighborhood Schools, 

Report Says 

By Richard Lee Colvin 

Los Angeles Times 


Even as' a national political debate intensifies over ways to 
provide parents with alternatives to the nearest public school, the 
reality is that nearly one in four students already are exercising such 
choices either on public or private campuses. 

A study, which encompasses students from kindergarten through 
.. 	12th grade and which will be released Wednesday, estimates that 

nearly 8 million children nationally attend charter schools, magnet 
schools and other alternatives to neighborhood schools that began 
emerging a generation ago. Federal data show that the number rose . 
steadily during the 1990s and is 2.5 million greater than it-was in 
1993. . 

Meanwhile, about 6 million children attend private schools, some 
through publicly and privately funded voucher.programs. That· 
number has remained about the same proportionally for at least 
three decades. 

Yet, even as the options have expanded, researchers at the 
University of California, Berkeley, and Stanford University have 
not been able to find proof that students.are learning more as a 
result of having such choices. 

The findings were compiled from state data and froni a federal 
household survey cOllducted in 1996 and updated to'this year by 
Policy Analysis for California Education. The think tank's report is 
sure to be controversiiil politically. ' 

Proponents of school vouchers, which provide public money for . 
students to attend private schools, argue that parents don't have 
enough choices. The issue has been hotly debated both in political 

. . campaigns and in courts. 
"Anybody who claims there is a public school monopoly out 

there is about 20 years behind," said UC Berkeley professor Bruce 
Fuller, the report's lead author. "We're no longer dragging kids to . 
public schools without any choice." . 

The new study says that nearly 500,000 California students ' 
already are choosing to attend a school other than the one in their 
neighborhood. About half of those students are.taking advantage of 
open-enrollment policies, which allow them to select a school 
outside their neighborhood. The rest are attending magnet schools, 
which offer specialized programs in topics such as math and 
science, or charter schools, which operate with greater 
independence thim other public schools. 

Open-enrollment policies are popular particularly with better­
educated families, who are more likely to be white. The report's' 
authors could find no evidence, however, that participants learned 
more or were less likely to drop out of school. 

,Similarly, despite the growth of charter schools to nearly 1,500 
nationally, evaluations of their effectiveness are "few in number 
and often flawed," the report said. 
Experts who have studied existing publicly funded voucher 
programs in Milwaukee and Cleveland have reached conflicting' 
conclusions about their benefits. A new study of a voucher program 
in New York, cited by the authors, did show significant student 
gains. 

Advocates of greater scpool choice contend that alternatives 
within the public school system are still tightly controlled and. 
limited in number. Meanwhile, polls show that education tops the 
concerns?f voters and that support for vouchers is growing. 

Still, the available alternatives to public schools have 

sufficient to slake the growing thirst for such choices, 

urban areas. 

Magnet schools first appeared about 20 years ago as a way 

encourage voluntary. desegregation by encouraging tll.... "'t''''-'''. 


parents not to flee to the suburbs. Typically, such schools 

more than other schools, have more experienced teachers and, 

studies have found, help students make significantly greater 

progress academically. . 


But Paul E. Peterson, a voucher advocate who directs the program 
on educational policy and governance at Harvard University's John 
F. Kennedy School of Government, said such programs are not set 
up to serve the needs of inner-city children attending the lowest­
performing schools. 
. Moreover, the impact of magnet schools and other alternatives to 
neighborhood schools spotlighted by the new report pale in 
comparison to the choices available to middle-class parents: 

"Most people in the United States have a choice, because they 
can pick the suburb they live in and when you pick your suburb you' 
pick your school," Peterson said. "The segment of the population 
that has very little choice is low-income people, living in cities." 
Terry Moe, a senior fellow at the Hoover Institution and an . 
advocate of vouchers who reviewed the study, said the growth of 
charter schools is the most encouraging trend noted in the report. 
But he criticized the limit on the growth of such schools in 
California to no more than 100 a year. 

The Clinton administration is encouraging the creation of as many 
as 3,000 charter schools, offering $300,000 to each school over 
three years to subsidize start-up costs. This fall, 10 percent of the 
students in'the Washington, D.C., school district will be attending 
charter schools. . 

City Searches for New Approach to AIDS Prevention 

By Mary Curtius . 

Los Angeles Times 


SAN FRANCISCO In the 1980s, the message health officials put 
out to the gay community was simple, straightforward and 

. effective: If you are going to have sex, use a condom, every time .. 
"It was the old health education model, "recalled Linda Fisher­

Ponce, who was then an mv counselor with the city of San 
Francisco. "Someone would stand in the front of the room with an 
easel and colored chalk and do a group session. " 

Health officials and AIDS activists agree that the message worked 
astonishingly well. Gay men radically altered their sexual behavior, 
and the rate of new HIV infections declined steeply .. 

But here in the city that for so long has been ground zero in the 
fight against AIDS, it came as no surprise when studies presented 

. dUring a government-sponsored forum on HIV'prevention in 
Atlanta last week showed there has been a disturbing upsurge in 
risky sexual practices among gay men. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention urged a greater emphasis on prevention. 

In San Francisco, AIDS organizations say, it isn't easy to come up 
with effective messages for a gay community whose culture has 
drastically changed since the AIDS crisis began. Some gay men 
here are pushing to reopen bathhouses, closed by the city in the 
19805, and want to ease restrictions on sex clubs that now require. 
men to have sex in communal rooms, where they can be monitored 
by staff to ensure that they are using condoms. 

Others say it is time for health officials to leave it to gay men to 
negotiate the most intimate aspects of their lives. . 

"People's perceptions of HIV and AIDS are much different now 
from what they were then," said Dr, Jeffrey Klausner, drrector of the 
'Sexually Transmitted Disease Prevention and Control Services for 
. San Francisco's Department of Public Health.' 'Back then, their 

friends, lovers and cousins ,were dying and people were scared to 

death." .. 


Today, Klausner said, "people aren't seeing people dying of 
AIDS, they aren't seeing people sick from AIDS' walking down the 
street." 

The San Francisco AIDS Foundation conducted in-depth surveys 
with 200 gay men from 1996 through 1998 and found that most 
were no longer listening to traditional prevention messages . 
. "What was clear from those interviews is that men were not 

paying attention at ·all to the primary prevention messages that were 
coming out of AIDS organizations. Use a condom every time? 
Forget it!" said Rene Durazzo, director of programs for the 
foundation. 

.' Durazzo and other activists agree that unsafe sexual practices 
among gay- men are on the rise, but they are quick to point out that 




