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" Employers were rompl8iJliJii ~1 jpoli<i"lYoii\come tni~e eiicfofiliis~, 
~ school graduates lacked basic '. school year, When for the Irst time ' 
skills. More than half,the graduates·, students couldbe,held back for fail~ , 

. ' who ,enrolled in a coriunUnity coll~.' ing standards. Unda BrIdges, presi­
, were taking at least 'one remedial:- dent of the teachers Union local says 

, ' i class. "Basically there was no consiS- . teachers are anxious to see whether' 
, ' , tency in wh8:t was belDg taullht, " says ": the!1lslrlct folloWS' through. 

, ' '",," CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas San~Lanier-~ ~tsu- " 'Saavedrasays:''We'renotgoingto' 

ynn seale Middle. SChool was once so dYS: ~:~~:~=a:o~che~" socially promote." ' 

functio" ""I and its students' performance so ; says Kiilg Hi~, School principal T8Idng the next St~ps 
, £uu,', " ", , . ,"., Sherry Blackett. There was no way " . " , " 

,school' officials did the' educational equiva·', to l!e sure ~t stu~eli1;S got the ~e, , .AcrOss the district, there's a level 
.. , .:. ' ' , • '. ' amount ohnstruction m the most un-, 'ofcooperation tluit outsiders say is 

. thrOWJ,ng Up theIr han~ They "disestablished".· portant ~~ . ,,' ',. 'riu'tl in an education bureaucracy. A 
the·sthool 'brought in a new pririci.....1 and let him The reali2ation touched olr a two- key to, su~.is that ~chefs had a, 

, £, . " , ,}J'Q:l ,yew: crusade that brought together central role m drafting the stan-, ' 
d · . k his' ,'.h parents, teachers and experts. The ll-, dards. '. ' " h, ,an pIC ,t~c e~. " ",' '. , '.' nal pnidu~ Real, World:AauI.emic :,' AS alesuIt, CorpuS ·Olristi has j' ' 

, That w~ three years ago, when fewer than·one mStllnilardS -:- 50.pages of the ~' moved on toissuesthat.a,ren't even 
~ W ",'. , "", " "; students must know and how they on the·radar screens of most other' lOur , ynn Seale stud~nts ~statemath tests. 1:'~ i,~ to show they know it, from pre- dlstrIdS;Gni:dirig, for examl1li It be-
day 60% Reading and writing scores are,up aI~ : kinlGngd·ergarteandnthroUgh 12th gradlse.,came apparent that the best set ofpass'; 2 'th	 ' 

, ' , ' • , . " ' ' " ' '" ,,2 ~ er ,schoo tested. ~ could fall prey to the grad-
most'as much. '.,the standards m 1995:;96..~:,All 61 ing quirkS of teachers. CorPus Christi 

. " ' ., " '. schools' adopted them"tbIs 'sch~l is now experimenting with scoring 
....... Wynn Seale's kids come from the : ,AS ~ple as tlI¥ sounds y~'handevery studt!Ilt,~~- ,criteria for every standard; . ",' O. ''" city's most" gang.infested ' neighbor- ~ fashionable I!S it sounds - '1 ately accountable. , " , ,', Teachers also are shifting to mote 

hoods, so poor tblit 95% of the kids ,IrS not hap~ to,the, ,de:- '.'Last year. nO one teally liked 8cti.ve and hands-On learDing: Abuzz­
'qualify for free or subsidized school' , gree ,tha!,educati0!l reform-, "them," . says junior' MorpnSwitzer., .word ',dlstrirtwide :IS :'ilroducts" ­',Q' ','luncbes.,.~, ' t, ,~~y It should if the !Ill- : 17. ''Thls~it's,alot~er., 'ch8rts,portfolios,displaYS;denion-


Stern diSCipline helped turn ,', tlon s sch~l~ ar~ to rISe ' ''You study for the performance Strations"research- that stUdents, 
'around this knot of low ~tions. ',abovemedi~ty." . " 'standards, you learn the information 'create. often in teams, as they learn.' , ' 
But, the real key to better perfot:. ~t we still see IS. that , to.pass them and then you retain the Students are more motivated. '. 

, " .. Mance was asingle:-minded focus on ~t's gomg to tak~ more ~ . knowledge much longer thaD "you 'Corpus Christi is trying to inCorpo- " 
,.:: establishing tOugh, aCademic stan- jUst.talk to am~T at, high-~, , " bad' just cranUned for anexam." ,rate more reading. writing and math' 
"~'. dai-ds, a focus that has ,made this =tyel,~f:YS ~tt SeniorHillaiy Towers, 18, says, ,into. the other subjects.' UntiIhigh' 

south Texas port City virtually With.. ,ro . uca on ''You know exactly what you're sup- ; school;.you don't take Engllsh, you', , out equal"nationwide. ,~~ for the Amencan Fed- posed to be learning, and you know take"language arts,",a combination ·r .... · '~Standardstook the mystery out of eration of Teachers. . ' you have to learn it by the end of the <of reading, writing, speaking and lis-' 
· ..,j. '. ,learning,· says Wynn Seale princip3l , . Th~ teachers. uruon, "be-: year. You're prepared for; it'~, tening.A reading course is required 

. Richard Peltz. "Our kids knowexact-: 'bind Its late president Albert " Some high school ~ts balked for,all high school freshinen. " 
t' ", e" ly what's expected of them. And they . Shanker, has long pushed f~r ' I when their chlldren failed to master " TeaChers ftrid that some textbooks 

know we expect a lot There aren't' . tougher standards, and It standards and lost sPorts,and extra- 'no longer measure up to Corpus ' 
any more excuses." keeps,track ~f progress, Its 'curricular eligibility under Texas" no Christtstandards, and that has put a ' 

, The hue and cry for higber SIan-' annual. review last year, ., pi!$, no play, rule., ",', premium on ftnding other resourceS. 
• ~ gained momentum in the found that~nly 15 states have , " "We ,told them student achieve- Now It's not justsocial studies teaclt­

1listd'kade behind corporate lead- ~ in math, ~ rilent 'is nOlHlegotlable,'" Biackett ers requestiJig maps for ciamooms;'r 11\ ers, education ,reformers and ,politi- ,SCIence and social. studies , says. " , ' language arts and science teachers 
· '#j. 	 dans, including Presideiit' Ointon.' . "that are clew:, specific ~d ' , To'the surprise of many, the'ms;." want them, too. . ' :' , 

But the pace,of;school refonn and well~unded III content trict's overall i::ourse failure rate is .',Math~a huge pusb.A·goal is 
the move to curriculums based on .Two. states - Iowa.and down slightly tbis year. The pre. that allstud~ts pass algebra: by 

, 	 'standards have reen slow. Wyormng ,..,. have.,no ,SIan- Slimption had been that more eighth grade.' Computation takes a ' 
, .' Supporters say tough ,standards \ dards ~t all~ In 12 S!Btes. ~, students, would ~ggle un- ' ,back seat toproblemsolving. "If stu- , ' 

· . • , 	 are a way, to inject consistency lind da:"1S m all four core subjectS , ,der tougher standal:ds-' ''Kids .. ,dents canverb8Hze about math, they ! 
comp~titiveness into American " ~ to ~et:t ,the teach~ ,will'rise to theexpecta,tlons '" tetal.nitlonger," algebra teacher •. 

~ 
. ',"" uruon cnteria. The remam-	 "Jerri Bar·, sch00Is at a time when"students . 21'states d th District you set for them,"SUperin:,' "e. ker says: "What we.h8d 

, change schools often, when the na- mg an" e < tendent Abelardo Saavedra, ',been doing was not working" " ,U' tion's 'employersknock scboolsfor of Col~la have standards. ' .', says.. : The district has no meaningful 
turning out unemployable graduates 'that fail m one, two, or three subjects. , But Corpus Christi's transi- data yet to prove that tougher stan- ' 

, QJ'and when U.s. students' test scoreS ','Most states ~ 'have, set ,stan- , tion was helped by. otherele:- dards are raising perfomiance. And 
trail, those of, Asian and European ,dards, whe~er rigorous or not, don~ ments of itsstanc1ardS initia- -it may not have any for a few years, 
students., ' ' ,'~. ' take the cntical extra step of requlr- tive" tJiat eXperts say, ate because smndards are not a qW~: 

, " , Yet, not many sChools havetougb. ing students to passtesls ,b8sed on , crucial tosuccess: '.' Ix. Lanit!J'Lerma' is 'ck' ", . ' 
stan~ and ,even fewer'eilforce them. S~there'sno guarantee ,~AdiSdplinecode,which' - ,qw,to.pomt
~ the ' Standards are a highly schools will use the standards.. stripped away disruptions to out J!Jatsome ~ools, . and some 
,", .",I J" issue for school boards and ',And many standai'ds simply don't learning. ,Anything, that ,prinCIpals, lag ~d othe!"5- .. 


. res. Conservatives of-, measure up, because, they!re, too smacks of gang in1liJence...:.-· ~ anecdotal eVidence lSencour-, 
' , 'ten 0 , that the goi,remment is try- vague, wordy ~rall-in~USJ,'ve .to.becertain caps and jewelry, un- :. ~Test scores seem.to be hea~-. 

, ing 'ctate what should be taught useful as practicallearnmg gwdes. '. tUcked" T-shirtS with Daggy.' mg up.~lack~,says some of last~ Ube 'worry about how poor kids, An example" from Orego~ thatpimts_ ,is banned." ': ~ear's King High graduates who re­

~ 1'"ODd im""'.lnlU "'" -""'" _ue~"OR_..... Ib."'..;................'-""""""'"
....., wh e academic bar is raised. ' "demonstrate the ability to think crit- ,termines whether the stan-', back to, tell her they were~ng, 

, lcally and creatively in solving prot). , dards ,'are being taught. Stu~ , ,that ,the~ ,benel1ted ~m.a s~e 


' . Li' progreSs nationwide .~'~,~.one ~in Corpus gmsti " " ,dents' mu'st show their .y~~ expecIatlbeli°ns. ....n ;. 
. . that measures up:," Analyze the de:- mastery of SIandards as they," , ers are evers. DO:? , ' 

· Th public seemS to have no appe- velopment of individual rights in .the , learn them~ Grades don't: .f~re, you: closed your door and you·, "~ ,tite national standards. A Bush United States from 1865-Present" ,-' hinge on one big I1nai exam. ' didn't ~t~yone to know wlult you , 
· .' admiDlstration proposal to set natio~ TeXas' standards, meet teachers- " , " ~ Progr8mS that, kick in; were domg, says 'Ann RaIl, asev- , 
, " al standaids ,bombed. PreSiderit Clin- ,union criteria: in all four subjects, quickly to help students who ~eatb-gradcherst; ,used to k artsthte:acher,language . 

ton is trying to jawbone the states. and stUdents from grade three on ' are falling behind. '"7 before- ,£ , , eep eJr suc­
" aJ=,.. buqirogress.' is flttU!. Of staIl,dards take state EDgnsh imd:l1iath tests an.. ' school and litter-school tutor-, ,cesses tothemselve;s. Now we, want

• 	 ' . ' to share, our successes.", " " that d0 exist - state or.,...,ew,local	 nually",But students,don't have to. !,ng•. Sa!urday classes and lnjUsttwoyears,' standardsclearl 
.' , 	 ,are world-dass. ' , . "paSs the tests to be promoted. And al- , clustering" students who are.' dri' . ' . ' y~ , Corpus ChriSti, howeVer,sIDnds thoughStudenls must pass a high , r,. struggling with the same SIan-' are vmg public education here. 
, " out as an example of what cali be School exit eXam to graduate, it is' dards.' SunuDer'school was:rb~y dominate school meetings. , 

C 
" done when there is' the will to do it, basE!d in part on, elghth-grade, not restructUred 'so' Students go', Banners and posters ,everywh~'


No large school district haS pushed '12tlJ.grade, standards. '. ' " just,long enough to pass SIan- ,preach standards. Teach~ !ami-, 

, the envelope the way this ~ty has. It Corpus OuistI's standardS not only dards theY hadfalled. '.'. nate them anll post them m c1ass-. 
 ' 

" has set standards for what Its 42,000 are more rigorous than Texac;', but - ~A ~ on ~ Promo, 1Wms. Students know what i they 

O 
. . 

students should !mow and be able to students have torilaster 'them, to ,ition," allowing studen~ to ad~~_to_~ ,and when. Parents, 'do in every subject in every grade _- graduate.' ., from grade to grade whether they are becommg familiar, with them. ,'::';, :' 
from dates, facts" trends and con-- ,,' pass;"OnthesocialpromotionlssiJe, "We'reatterhlgher-orderthinking~· 

, cepts to problem&llving, ex-, " Pusbing for ~hange few ifany places match up to Corpus skills," says Wynn ,Seale principal , . "," 
, , perimentation and essay- So how is it'that tbiS'oll and petro. CiJ!lsti," ~ Gandel of the teachers ,Peltz. "We're ~to'hearmg ~cb- ' " 

, . writing. And it demands that chemical hub, the nation's sixttHlusi- ' uruon. , " . ,,'.,' ,ers,say, 'Tellme, llsten, restate. Now " 
, teachers teach them and stu-'est:port, a middle-sized city with a . ' Outlawing .social, promotion may we~.heartng 'Evaluate, ~te, de'., 

dents learn' them. 	 Hispanic majOrity; has moved to the be the best insurance that standards fend, justify,~ve reasons.", , ' 
forefront of the academic standards, are met; but .few districts have the ,Peltz and his teac;:hershave made, 
movement?, " stomach for It Some experts think a lot of progress. With Wynn Seale's 

. 	 , the emotional distress chlldfen sut- at-risk student pOpulation. But, he '"-~-USA TODAY , 
·..ferwhen they're held back is'worse thinks taking them to the neXt level,

" FRIDAY.:'APRIL 18. ,1997. than the ac8demic repercu$jons' of ' the . ~ct's ,goal, of, 90%, piIssing 
promoting kids who fail. .,,' ~ ,tests, will be, much harder.' 

They don't buy that in COrpus Anyone can take a school to 60%' or 
, Christi, although the real test of the 170%,"'he says. "The research says 

, '", \we're going to plateau next year, and 
" " 1 the kids will sUp. -. " 

, , , ' "So we'll try more radiCal' strate- ' 
) ",.I 'gies.Maybe exteDdthe day, 'regroup , ' \ " 

'chlldreneveryother day. Teach, as- , . 
, sess and. regroup. The paradIgm is 

going to have to be broken'by the 
<' parents. Maybe the parents of under­

adllevers will have to come to school, .• ' 
: ;:, ":::":'::. once a week, leam how to help thet" r·. 

'.;.;.:::07',-, kids with homework. ' " 	 . " . 
I"~ ) . . 	 "We'll hIlve to ~ IiIoreradlc:8L" , 

.:. \ 
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, . ~ ...• . ", ' . • '. canS u~ti1 GOP lavi~kers m~ke ~e.w·off~~ny ~G~&Ui~elines frjen~li~r to labo~ ,unions. No fur· ., , IV. ·'Sena';' 4-e'·' VO~""ft;.b~~\lil WHITEWATER: former White House chief of stall want to force' ~epublicans to wn~e th.'elr ov.:.n..bala~ced . ther mee~ng.;. 8:re planned. . . ." 
l! - '"~~ 1I.w~J.." n.w.1\.

T 

Thomas "Mack" Mclarty appear:ed before .a Little budget, whiCh cOlild by used agalns~ the~ In ~Iections .: 'ON"·.. . _ . ." ". ': 
. 
;,' 

,', -', ".:. • - .". Rock federal grand jury. investigating payments' to because it likely would have deep~r spend109 cutstha.n . CORRECT. .• Among pohtlcal cont~lbutors 10 a h.st: .c;on chelDIc31 anns treahr, Whitewater witness Webster HubbelkMcLarty, now all.' a bipartisan plan. Budget talks resume Wednesday. .' Thursday from Mother Jones, JOI) co~ne ~~ he did, 
. '.< .." ". .' , , . . .' . .....J.. adviser to, President Clinton, tried to find priva,te jobs.,·' . ..... ,.:. . :. . '.' , . . ' .' .'~ '. .not go on a Commerce Dep rtn1ent tra e ml~lon.. _. ' a

,-. " ." '. .... , .•. ,,' -,.... ". ,for Htibbell in 1994 before he resigned froplthe Justice CHILD CARE: President Clinton~nd first lady-Hilla.. ". ' " . " ' ...... . . ...,. 
The Senate a~eed Thursday to vote on the chen~l1cal '.' ,Department while' tiriderinvestigatlon for bi~king hisry Rooham CUntori' joined reSearchers an~ child-c9:re .' Powell: No' warmng:of c~el11lcaIs 

v.:eapons treaty neX\ wee~, b';1t ~Iso passed a se~.rate 'fom1er law partn~rs...Hubbell l?leaded' gU1I~' ,and, experts at the Whi~e House Conf~re~ceon Early Chl.ld , . '... . ._ ' . . .. . 
bill,that som~ view as an ~lternauve to the international '. agreed 10 cooperate with Whitewater pr~cutors lOVes- 'Developmen~ and Learrtjngto highlight the ben~fitsof' .~etlred general CoI.m Powell,. the. top. U.S, military
pa~t T~e Chntop adminiStration has pushed hard for ligating Clinton's Arkansas business dealings. Pr,osecu- early nurturing of children by ()8r~nts. The Cl1n~ns· leader du':in~ the Persian G~lf war, told tile Se~te vet~ 
ratification 'of, the, treaty to ban ch~mlcal weapons" -tors want to know If the attempts to find work for Hub-also used the occasion to push for more spending on. erans committee that he n~ver gota CIA warnIDg that 
which has been approved by 72 nations. . , . 'bell were intended to keep him from cooperating. .; early education,.child 'care and health Care,~ .' .. . . chemical weapons might- be present when U.S. trooPS 

But Foreign Relations Chair·,', 'In St· LouiS Whitewater Independent counsel Ken". .... . . , .' ,., , , . - ' blew up an Iraqi arms dump after: the 1991 victory: " 
' man Jesse He,I}1lS, R-N:C., anoP':' .hethStarrur~ a federalappea\scourttotiph~ld the fUND-RAISING PROBE: '-"Noneofus;'" . 
, ponent, has slowed progress on it.convictlons of Susan McDougal and former. Arkansas, Attoi'neyGen'eralJanet Reno re- " Powell said,. "had,


Unde~a newagr~ment;theSen-· governorJim Guy Tucker for Whlte"'llter crimes. '~The ' jeCted' 'Republican criticism: of:any, reason to, be­

' ate WIll o~n 16 ~ours ot dt:~te evidence is not slim.' in factitisove,rwhelming," Sm:rr. her decision notto seek ~ inde-lleye that,the ' 


on thetr\*lty W,ednesdayWi .u!' fuld thejudges.McI>ougal.andTuc~er say the,lr\cQnVlc-, 'pen~entcou~lto investigat~ac- bloWIQgup of
rate
.' vote:.n.u~~y. Separat ,V°nd_ " tions are talnted.by various errors during the ~a1. .' cusations of ill~l fund·ralSirm these . b~nkers . 
'. wlll~l.hel<l on ~ve, ,arne.. ' " , ,', ,. ' by 'the Cllnton-Gore campaign 'waS exposlDg our 

ments.Yiat cou~d kill the treaty. N.Y.'POLITICS: .Gov, George and the Democratic Party. She . trOOps to a hazard, 
, .AS:eparate b..l~that the Senate, .Pataki said he's dumping Lt Gov. , . said a justice Department. task for which, they 
passec1:p~a party-line vote WOUI~. Betsy McCaughey Ross from h,ls' ,force is contll1ujng itsJnvestiga,; ",were not , pre- .' 

" .. . .. 
< 

' ban c:M~,lcal and biologica .·re-election ticket nexty~r,.cI~ ·tlon."At this.point, we can'(.find: '." . R~-pared."_ '" 
:, ,~, Bill IS no ' .weapo.ns~thin the USA, Impose., ing her '~outright'refusalto work' specific and,credlble evld.enc~ Ren~,. Says.~he IS" . Strike:' by U.s.~UbstiMe for treaty pef1l:llties:on,. ylolatorsand re-. as part ofour united tea.ne' The, " . that any,coveredperson .,. has . ignonng politics .. and allied war: ncti . " ,< . ' . . quire Sl1 i?ns against .other two have disagreed on a number : violated' Ii federal law," Reno . . ~. .'. . planes on Iraqi 


coun~es,!hat use suchweaPQJ1S.. Cl~rly, it ls not ~, "of IssUes, inCluding health care· . . said. "I'm damned if Ldo ~nd damnedif ~ don't, and ~ chemical and bio­
substitu~ .for the tn,laty,sald Sen. J<;>sePIt Blden of Del ',and,education financing. P~i. . the beSt thing lean. doIs Ignore thepollti~,lgnQr~ the .. 'logical weapons 


· aware, S:eQlor Democrat .on the foreign rela~ons pane, . blereplacem~ts, ~taki said, 10-, . . . liP pressures." '. .'.' .'. . _ Gary. Fleld~ sites. are part o.f a _, 


FECSEEKS' RECORDS: The>·Fedefjll. ElectiQnr ',' ~~e~e~~~~~~;:3rtP8'~~"'McCaug~YROSS: ' ,PAPER WAR: The Defense 'Depa'rtmen~whlch'uses .r~~a~~!t I~~~l~ ,

Comm~ion'h~subpoenae4 the 1~92 ~palgn of f9 -,' Commissi~nerBernadette ~ ,Cut from ticket nearlytwo-thlrds 9f the 20 b~lIIon sheets • .o~ oflicepaper 'causi,ng. ' U-.e' 

mer presidel'lt George ~h to prpvide documents the tro. McCaughey ROss had nOlrn··.. . . . ' .. ' ,the federal government buys each year, Will save a few. chromc Illness~ ...' . , 


··FEC wants·for Its la\\'S~lt that ch~ the Ch~anz . mediate comment, btit there lias been speculation she trees and a'few bucks by usingrecycled paperJor,copy' " a fm ctl n g thou.. ; Powell. No reason: to t 

• alltlori I~egally promoted a nu~r of, Republican. . ,'; .mJght launch a: primary challenge .to Sen. Alfoi1se !>W ' '. log and printing. The PentagQq's Sherri Goodm~n.says sands of Gulf War' , troops ,:"erl,!l expos , 

didates 10 the early 1990s.The 1990 campaign of sen. . malO, who push~Pataki t() rim four years ago;,;· " . the move will save about a nickel per 5,O,OO-sheet pack.. : veterans, ' : '.,' ..' . ....
J~ Helms, R-N.C., aJso was ~b~naed, said Chrls- •. ·Democratl(R~p:.Ch~rles Sc~umerentered hIS par- . Over a year, ~~t's.l50,OOO trees.. ··."...Steve Komarow '.Powell, ,who, was ch!llrman of the ,Jo!nt .. Chiefs of,.,:-ttan Coalition lawyerJlmBtlt>p.,.,- Cituck Raa,sc

h 
.. ty's race to ~hafte.nge D'Arnato, a.three-term R~pubU- ~ . '." . '. . .',~' Staff, Slii~ he was frustm,tedat how.lo!"g It took to get 

'. - ". '" .'); .. ',' .' .. can InCumbent ~veratotl1er Demqcratsalso are run- HERMAN NOMINATION: President ,Cllnt~n anq .informatio" about cheffilcal exposure mcldents. .'
_AGENCY CHAN.,'~~:A reorgarlit.8tion of Cold War .riing.·Schumer has abOut .$5. nulllo!1 in his war chest;.Senate·· RepublicanS remain deadlock~ on Chnton's, . "JfI was stlll.lnoffice I,wou~dbe raping and pillaging. 

f9
rei

gn policy,age"cles. \yould put the ArIrIs,. Control ~nd D'Amato has about $6.8 inilliqn; ',:, . " .,'.' ,; .- ,'.:: 'noin\riatlon of Al~xis HeJ1ll8n to be Labor ~retary, .throughout the IOtell.lge.ncecommunlty to get to the bot­
Disarma.qlent ~I1CYi~d the U,S,lnfotJn8Jjon Agency . . '.' .,... ", ..: " ' ','. :GQPlawmakerS won't allow a vote on her.until they get tom of this," Powell said: ., . . 
into the State De~rtme"t lJleAgen(!y f?I::!n~rnatlon- BUDGET TALKS: Senate'DemocratS, in what one;" .some anSwers to objections they have about a Clinto_n . , ' . 
alDevelopmen\i' wbi~lj, 9~b~tElS 'fo~elgn aid, would .described asa riear revolt, told 'Wbite House· officials to ,plan to Implement executive orde~ to make feder;al. Written by Paul Leavitt with stall
remain Independellk ':>.)":'~,~Mi,chael Katz stop making concessions iii budget talks with ~epu~li~ ',. . . 

-.. - ­
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