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- CORPUS CHRISI'I, Texas
ynn Seale Middle: School was once so dys-
YE functional, and its students’ performance SO’

low ; that school officials did the educational equlva-

lert of throwing up their hands. They: “disestablish
" the school, brought in a new pnncrpal and let h1m

handplck his teachers.

That was three years ago when fewer than one in.
four Wynn Seale students passed state math tests. To-
* day, 60% pass. Readmg and wrmng scores are up al- :

most as much

- Wynn Seales kids come from the .
".city’s most. gang-infested ' neighbor-

. _hoods, so poor that 95% of the kids
,quallfy for free or subsidized {school
lunches. ., - -

Stern dlsc1plme helped turn

“around this knot of low expectatlons. e

But: the real key to better perfor-
mance was a single-minded focus on
. establishing tough. academic stan-.
dards, a focus that has made this
south Texas.port city vu'tually w1t.h-

 out equal nationwide.
* “Standards took the mystery out of

. learning * says Wynn Seale principal '
" Richard Peltz. “Our kids know exact- -
ly what's expected of them. And they .
know we expect a lot. There aren’t
any more excuses.”

The hue and cry for higher stan- -

gained momentum in the
last de behind corporate lead-
ers, education reformers and politi-

_ dians, including ‘President’ Clinton. -’

R

head of

' . perimentation and essay--

But the pace of:school reform and

" the move to curriculums based on

standards have been slow. .

- Supporters say tough -standards -
are a way.to inject consistency and.
competitiveness into American
schools at a time when: students
. change schools often, when the na-

" tion's employers ‘knock- schools .for

‘turning out unemployable graduates

‘and when' US. students’ test scores |'

trail . those of Asian and Europ&n
Students. .

‘Yet, not many schools have tough
standgrds, and even fewer -enforce
' Standards are. a highly
: lssue for school boards and
atures. Conservatives of-,

* Th ‘public seemsé'to have no’ appe-
i national standards. A Bush
- administration proposal to set nation-

. al standards bombed. President Clin-

ton is trying to jawbone the states,
but. progress is fitful. Of standards
t.hat do exist — state or local — few:
.-.aré world<class, -* .

Corpus Christi, however, stands
out as an example of what can be-

.. done when there is'the will to do it. .

No large school district has pushed
the envelope the way this city has. It -
has set standards for what its-42,000
:students should know and be able to

* do in every subjéct in every grade —

from dates, facts,trends and con-
. cepts to problemsolving, ex-

writing. And it demands that

. teachers teach them and stu-
dents lm them. - ‘
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-msirnpleasﬂﬁsounds— ‘
as fashionable as it sounds —

it's not happening to the de- .

. gree .that-education ‘reform-.

. ers say it should if the na-
tion’s schools are to rise -

* above mediocrity. ' o

' “Whatwesullseelsthat "

it's going to.take more than
just talk to arrive at. high:-. .
quality standards,” says Matt

. Gandel, director of education”
issues for the American Fed-
-eration of Teachers. - .

The - teachers union, .be-
"hind its late president Albert
Shanker, has long pushed for .
‘tougher standards, and it = -
keeps-track of progress. Its
annual review last year -

found that only 15stateshave * .

standards in math, English, = |
.science and social studies .
“that are clear, specific and - -
‘well-grounded in content” - .-~
“Two states — lowa and.
Wyoming .— have no .stan-
i dards at all. lanstam,stan-
dards in all four core subjects
- fail to meet the teachers-
union’ criteria. ‘The remain-
ing 21 states and the District
of Columbla have standards

T~

* that fail in one, two or three subjects.

‘Most states that‘have set stan-.
. dards, whether rigorous or not, don't
* take the critical extra step of requir-
" ing students to pass tesis based on

_them. So there’s no guarantee:

schools will use the standards.
- And many standards simply don’t
measure up 'because they’re too

‘vague, wordy or ‘alk-inclusive to be:

useful as practical learning guides. - |
An example, from Oregon, that

" falls short: Students are required to
‘“demonstrate the ability to think crit-
ically and creatively in solving prob-

.-lems.”" And one from Corpus Christi - -

K o ,

S
i .

uates lacked' basic

- Employers were compl'ﬁii"xﬁ

hlghschoolgrad
slnlls.Moret.hanhalfthegrad

-" who enrolled in a community college

were -taking at least. one remedial ;.
class. “Bas:mlly there was no consis- -
- tency in what was being taught, says ¢
‘Sandra Lanier-Lerma, assistant su-
perintendent for instruction. - -

-“I have five Biology I teachers,”
says King High School principal
: .Sherry Blackett. “There was no way
“to be sure that students got the same .
. amount of mstmcuon in the most i tm-
_portant things.”

The r%hzanon touched on' a two-
-year crusade that brought together
" parents, teachers and experts. The f-.

-nalproduct:RealWorldAoadenuc r

Standards — 50,pages of the stuff -
.'shidents must know and how théy
,are to show they know it, from pre-
lnndex@rten through 12th grade. - -

.King and- 22 other. schools tested

;t.he standards in - 1995-96,; All 61
. schools- adopted them'this " school

_Year, and every student- ‘was lmmedl
| ately accountable. "

“Last year no one really liked
.thém,” says junior-Morgan Switzer; .
* 17. “This year it's a lot easier.

" “You study ‘for the pertormance
 standards, you learn the informiation
. to.pass them and then you retain the
- knowledge much longer than if" you
, had-just cramimed for an exam.”

Senior ‘Hillary Towers, 18, says,

"‘You know exactly what you're sup-

. posed to be learning, and you know

you have to learn it by the end of the

- 'year. You're prepared for it.” - .’
Some school parents ‘balked

: high
. when their children failed.to 0 master |’

standards and lost sports.and extra-
:curricular eligibility under 'l‘exas' no
; pass, no play rule. .

. “We told them student. achieve-
ment is non-negoﬂable, “'Blackett
says.

To'. t.he surprise .of many, the- dis-’

o tnct's overall course failure rate is |
- .| down sllghﬂy this year. The pre-

. sumption had been that more
" students. would struggle un-
_ der tougher standards. “Kids |

‘munsemtheexpectaﬂonsx

_you set for them,” Superin- |
7 tendent Abelardo Saavedra

says.
. But Corpus Christi's transn
“ .+ . tion was helped by.other ele- -
" * .ments of its standards initia-
tive. that experts say. -are
- crucial to success: TN
>A dlsaplme code, which
: stnpped away disruptions to -
" learning.. Anything that
smacks of gang influience —
“  .certain caps and jewelry, un
. tucked  T-shirts with baggy
" ‘pants ~— is banned.

v termines whether the stan-:
dards are being

that measures up: “Analyze the de-

velopment of individual rights in the |-

United States from 1865-present.”

Texas" standards meet teachers- |

_union criteria’in all four subjects,

“and stidents from grade three on. |’

take state English and math tests an-

nually. But students.don’t have to:|. -

. pass the tests to be promoted. And al-

thoughstndentsmustpassah@:"

$chool exit exam to graduate, it is

based in part on. exghth-grade. not ‘
standards. '

"12th-grade,
Corpus Christi's standards not only
are more rigorous than Texas’, but

students ‘have to master them o

mastery of standards as they

. learn them. Grades don’t:

-~ hinge on one big final exam.
- »Programs that . Kick ‘in
qmckly to help students who
are behind — before-

- school and after-school tutor-|:
ing, Saturday classes and
" “clustering” students who are|
' . struggling with'the same stan-{*
" dards. Summer schiool was
restructured -so stndents go|.
just long enough to’pass stan-|

" dards they had failed. =~
—— . » A ban on “social promo-

‘> Regular testing t.hat de- |

‘ taught. Stu--
. .dents must show their -

tion,” allowing students to advance

‘
'

graduate. from %adtﬁ to grade whether l;huey
' pass. “On the social promotion issue,
o Pushlng for Chmge few if any places match up to Corpus
" S0 how i1t that this'oll and petro- Chnsﬁ"saysGandeloltheteachexs

* chemical hub, the nation’s sixth-busi- - tnion.
~‘est'port, & mlddle-ﬂzed city with a -
" Hispanic majority, has moved to the

forefront of the amdermc standards .
movement” .

Outlawmg social promotion may
be the best i insurance that standards
are met; but few districts have the
stomach for it. Some experts think

" the emotional distress children suf-

fer when they’re held back is worse
than the academic repercussions of -
promoting kids who fail.

They don't buy that in Corpus

Chnsu, alt.hough t.herealtestotthe
- | . the kids will slip.

] school year, when for the first tlme

;. Students could be held back for fail--

ing standards. Linda Bridges, presi-

dent of the teachers union local, says , .

- teachers are anxious to see whether -
the district follows through. E
‘Saavedra says: “We're not gomg to' i

soctally promote.”

_Taking the next steps

- ACTOSS t.he dlstnct, there s .a level
ot cooperation that outsiders say is-

key.to su

: moved on to issues that aren't even

‘came. apparent that the best set of -
‘ standards could fall prey to the grad-
ing quirks of teachers. Corpus Christi
is now experimenting with scoring
| ‘criteria for every standard. =
Teachersalsoareshiftmgtomore
active and hands-on |
-werd - districtwide IS -“products” —
charts,’ portfolios, . displays, ‘demion-

~mte,ortenlnteams,astheylearn :
Students are more motivated. o

- Corpus Christi is trying to incorpo- ..

rate more writing and math
“into_the other subjects. Until high -
school; 'you don't take English, you '
take “language arts,” a combination_
“of reading, writing, spealnng and lis-
tening. A reading course is required.
for all high school freshmen. |, ..

Chnsuslandards. and that has put a
.premium on finding other resources. -
Now it's not just social studies teach- -
ers requesting maps for classrooms;-

want them, too..

.Math' gets a huge push..A- goal is
that all students pass algebra’' by .
eighth grade.” Computation takes a
. back seat to problem-solving. “If stu-

1 ,been doing was not working.” |
"The district has no, meamngml :
datayettoprovethattoughersuan-
dards are raising performance. And
it may not have any for a few’ years,
-hecause standards are not a quick-
fix. Lanier-Lerma is quick 0 pomt
. out that some schools, and some
prlncxpals, lag behind others. - -

But anecdotal evidence is encouf- | -

agmg,Testscorsseemtobehead-
“ing up. ‘Blackett says some of last |
. year's King High graduates who re
-sisted standards the-most have come :
back to-tell her they were wrong,
'that they benefited from .a single
'year of higher expectations.

. Most- teachers are believers. “Be-_

fore, you closed your door and you". .

didn’t want anyone to know what you

'weredomg”saysAnnRall,asev-'

enth-grade language “arts teacher. |,
.“Teachers used to keép their suc-
.cesses to themselves, Now we want
* to share our successes.” . -

In just two years, standards claarly
are driving public’ education here.
-They dominate school meetings.
. Banners and posters everywhere-
‘preach standards. T&chers lami-
nate them and post them in' class-

rooms. Students- know what ; j they”
|-have to_master and. when. Parents‘

are becommg familiar with them. .
“We're after higher-order thinking
skills,”- says Wynn -Seale principal -
.Peltz. “We're used to-hearing teach-.
| erssay, ‘Tell me, listen, restate.” Now
we're héaring ‘Evaluate, create, de::
fend, justify, give reasons.’” - Vi

Peliz and his teachers have made ST
a lot of progress. with Wynn Seale’s ' .. .

atrisk student population. But. he '
thinks taking them to the next level, .
the district’s -goal of 90%. pasmg
state tests, will be much barder, .
“AnyoneoantakeaschooltoGO%or :
l70% hesays."rhersearchsays .
we're going to plateau next year. and

- “So we'll try more racheal‘ :
gies. Maybe extend the day, regroup ..
* children.every other day. Teach, as-

» sess and regroup. The paradligm is

going to-have to be broken' by the
parents. Maybe the parents of under-
_achievers will have to come to school. .
once a week, learnhowtohelpthelr
kids with homework. - -

"We'll havetobemoremdlcal."

‘rare in‘an education bureaucracy. A. -

is that teachers had a, "

oennalmlemdrafungthestan‘
- AS a result. Corpus Chnsu has '

on the radar screens of most other
districts. Grading, for example. Itbe- - .

Abuz- . -

strations,. research '— that stidents.

Teachers find that some textbooks . -
'no longer measure up to Corpus .-

languageansandsuenoeteachers, '

dents can verbalize about math, they | o
.retain- it :longer,” algebra teacher .- ~:
Jerrie. Barker says. “Whatwehad B

-




] remain independent,

Senate vote’S“neWk
‘on chemlcal arms treaty

B The Senate agreed Thuxsday to vote on'the chemlcal
" weapons treaty next week, but also passed a separate .

bill that some view asan altemauve to the international

- ‘pact."The Clintop administration has pushed hard for -
ratification of the treaty to ban. ehemlcal weapons,.

: whlch has been appxjoved by 72 nations. _

_ate will open 16 hours of debate
vote: Thutsday -Separate _votes
*.ments; that could kill the treaty.

Blden Billisno - .
SUbS'“Ute for treaty  penalties--on violators -and re-
quire sanctions against other -

countna; that use such weapons. . CIearly, itis not a

subsntute for the treaty, said Sen. Joseph Biden of Del--. : and education financing, Possi-

.ble replacements, Pataki said, in-

aware. senior Democrat on the forelgn relaﬁons panel

. "FEC SEEKS REGORDS. The* Federal Election
Comm:ssxon has subpoenaed the 1992 campaign of for-

" mer president George Bush to provide documents the -

' ‘FEC wants-for its lawsuit that chafges the Christian-Co-

. alition illegally promoted a number of.Republican can- .
" didates in the early 1990s. The 1990  campaign of Sen.
Jesse Helms, R-N.C,, also was subpoenaed sald Chris-.
. — Chuck Raasch -

"tian Coalltion lawyer Jim: Bopp
AGE“CY cHAHGES A reorgamztaﬁon of Cold War

© foreign policy agencies would put the Arms Control and--

Disarmament Agency and the U.S. Information Agency.

into the State Department The ‘Agency for Internation- -
ributes:foreign’ aid, would -

al Development, Which: ¢

Lee Michael Katz

But ‘Foreign Relations Chair- - ..
man Jesse Helms, R-N:C,, an0p-
ponent, has slowed progress oniit. -
Under a new agreement; the Sen- -

_on the treaty ‘Wednesday with a

"A-separate bill that the Senate ..
“ passediona party-line vote would .
-ban’ chemical and biological -

weapons Wlﬂlin the USA, impose “re-election tickef next- year, cit-

~“tice.Mary Donohue and Parks -

‘ning. Schumer has about $5 million‘in h|s war clmt,

WHITEWATER Formef thte House chief or staff

. Thomas “Mack” McLarty appeared before.a Little .
‘Rock federal grand jury. investigating’ payments_to

- Whitewater witness Webster Hubbell, _McLarty, now an

adviser to_President Clinton, tried to find private jobs

for Hubbel in 1994 before he resigned from the Justice

“ Department while under investigation for bilking his
“fornier law partners. .Hubbell pleaded- guilty: and

agreed to cooperate with Whitewater prosecutors inves-
tigating Clinton’s Arkansas business dealings. Prosecu

tors want to know if the attempts to find work for Hub-

bell were intended to keep him from cooperating. -
In- St.- Louis, Whitewater independent counsel Ken

‘neth Starr urged a federal appeals-court to uphold the

convictions of Susan McDougal and former. Arkansas ~
governor.Jim Guy Tucker for Whitewater crimes. “The "

evidence is not slim, in fact it is overwhelmmg,” Starr

told the judges. McDougal. and-Tucker say their;convic-

* will be;lield on several amend- - txons are tamted by vanous errors during the trlal

) " Y POLlTlcs Gov, George ‘
. Pataki said he’s dumping Lt. Gov.

Betsy McCaughey Ross from his-

ing her “outright refusal to work ™ }
as part of our united team.” The « J
two have disagreed on a number |
of issues, including health care - §

al
clude state Supreme Cou Ju& M cCaughey Ross.

Commissioner ‘Bernadette Cas: Cut from tlcket

' tro. McCaughey Ross had no- ;In A

mediate.comrment, but there has been speculation she

E might launch a primary challenge to Sén. Alfonse D'A--
mato, who pushed Pataki to run.four years ago.:

. ‘Democratic:Rep. Charles Schumer entered lns par-

,tys race to challenge D’Amato, a three-term Republi-

can incumbent. Several other Democrats also are Tun-
D'Amato has about $6 8 milllon
BUDGET TM.KS Senate Dem

. by ‘the Clinton-Gore campalgn
-and the Democratic Party. She -

s, ‘m v.'vhat one..’
“described as a near revolt, told White House officials to. -
‘ stop makmg concessions in budget talks with Republi :

cans amtll GOP lawmakers make new. m’fex:ts.w M.any —a-eeeteaet«gumelmea fnendller_ to labor unions. No fur- §

want to force Republicans to write their own balanceéd -
budget, which could be used against them in “elections

“because it likely would have deeper spending cutsthan

.a blpamsan plan. Budget talks resume Wedn%day

CHILD GAIIE Presment Clinton and first lady Hilla--
ry Rodham Clinton joined researchess and child-care .
- experts at the White House Conference on Early Child -

Development and Learningto highlight the benefits of -*

..early nurturing of children by parents. The Clintons. -
‘also used the occasion to push for more spending on .
s early educahon child care and health care.’

FUHD RAISING PROBE

“Attorney- General Janet Reno re-

jected’ Republican -criticism. of

her decision not to seek an inde-

" péndent counsel to investigate ac-.
cusations of illegal fund-raising -

said a Justice Department task
force is continuing its_investiga-
‘tion. “At this peint, we can't find
specific and, ‘credible evldence._
that any. covered person ... has
violated -a federal law,” Reno

. . - .-Reuters
" Rerio; Says she 19;
ignonng polmcs o

. said, “I'm damned if . do and damned if I don t, and S0

- the best thing I.can do isi lgnore the- politlcs ignore the -
pressures.” - - — Gary erlds

PAPER WAH The Defense Department, which- uses.

- neaily.two-thirds of the 20 billion sheets of office paper -

“the federal government buys each year,'will'save a few.

‘trees and a-few bucks by using recycled paper for. copy-

- the move will save about a nickel per 5,000-sheet pack
Over a year, that‘s 150,000 trees

HEHMAN NUM'"ATIUH Presndent Cllnton and

. ,Senate Republicans remain deadlocked on Clinton’s :

‘nomination of Alexis Herman to be Labor secretary.

::GOP lawmakers won't allow a vote on her until they get
" _some answers to objections they have about a Clinton
plan to implement execuuve orders to make federal

« S

-.Powell said, “had " |}

_.these . bunkers -

. afflicting thou-
*ing and printing. The Pentagon’s Sherri Goodman says $

e Steve Komarow .

-ther meetmgs are’ planned

GOHHEGTION Among’ pohtncal contribirtors in a llst{ 1
* Thursday from Mother Jones, Jon Corzine says he dnd .

-‘not'goon a Commeme Department trade mnssnon

POwell No'warning of chemlcals

Reured general Colin Powell the top US military |-

leader during the Persian Gulf war, told the Senate vet- e

- erans committee that he never got a CIA warning that
_chemical weapons might be present when U.S. Aroops

" blew up an- 1Iraqi arms dump after the 1991 victory

“Noné of us™-

any réason to.be-
lieve that the .
blowing up. of.

“was exposing our .
- troops to a hazard .
for which they -
-were ‘not. pre- .
pared " . R R

Strikes by . U.S t
.and allied war-
- planes on Iraqi "
chemical and bio-
“logical weapons
sites are part of a
‘broader inquiry
‘into what may be
ccausing’ - the’
chronic. ilinesses’

i

Gaq Cameron, Routora
Powell- No reason. to belleve-
'troops were exposed to hazard .

-

sands of Gulf War
" veterans, -
- Powell, who was chalrman of the Jomt Chiefs of

Staff, said he was frustrated at how long it took to get *| "~

lnrormation about chemical exposure incldents, - - .
~“ItTwas still in office I-would be raping and piliaging
~throughout the intelligence communlty to get to'the bot-
tom of this,” Powell said. ~.. - o

ertten by Paul Leavitt with staﬂ‘ and wn'e" ’
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