
Some states can't wait to hire more teachers 

Only days before the opening special' education - twice the States and local school districts . Wa'ntedee r ...lm. 

of schools acrossthe USA. many usual number of vacancies. are getting creative in recruit­ \..CU , 
districts are working feverishlyto "Every child should have a fully ment Teachers are being offered kid lovmeg &.olks 
fill teaching positions. qualified. well-trained teacher in Signing bonuses, extra days off - l~ 


The u.s. Department of Educa­ the classroom," says Education and other perks. For example: 
 who drl·ve well 
~ion projects that 2.2 million Secretary Richard Riley. who has .. Arlington..Texas, is offering 

teachers will be needed over the proposed that teachers be em- signing bonuses of up to $3.000 

next decade to meet rising en­ ployed year-round. with a corre· this year. . 
 Add bus drivers to the list of 
rollment and to replace teachers spon' increase in salary. .. Besides a $1.000 hiring bo­ school shortages.

leaving the profession. But the E there's no mass exodus nus and $2.000 for spedally cer-
 Districts around the nation are 
teacher shortage is a reality now of teachers, officials worry about . tified teachers, Maryland has lift­ beefing up advertising aimed at 
in dozens of areas: overcrowded classrooms led by ed restrictions on rehiring retired filling school bus driver jobs left. 

.. Maryland is scrambling to less-qualified educators. Illinois teachers. increased salaries 10% empty by a tight labor market. 
fill 578 teaching slots before has a fast-track alternative certifi- and given tuition tax breaks. and robust economy. Among the 
schools begin to open next week. cation program; other states is-. Massachusetts otTers a recruiting and staffing efforts: 

says assistant state superinten­ sue emergency teaching certif- $20,000 signing bonus over four 
 • Fairfax County, Va.. public
dent Ronald Peiffer. The number icates so teachers can work while years. The state has hired 115 schools have 100 vacant bus driv­
of teachers eligible to retire is ex­ preparing for official certification. teachers, up from 59 last year. er jobs. spokesman Paul Regnier
pected to triple next year. to .Riley says the White House is • Fort Worth has invoked a .says. The district offers finder fees 
10.500. requesting about $) billion from state law that requires teachers and signing bonuses. 


.. The California Department Congress to help communities· to honor their contracts unless 
 .. The West Pasco, F1a.. school 
of Education estimates it will recruit and prepare teachers and they resign at least 45 days be­ district will put drivers on double 
need 300.000 new teachers in to update the skills of current fore the start of school. . runs to many schools. Officials 
the next 10 years as 285.000 in teachers. Al)d $150 million more • Some Kentucky school su­ say 25 drivers have been hired. 
the state reach retirement age.. is being sought to prepare teach- perintendents want to lower the but about 33'more are needed. 

.. The Omaha School District ers to use technology effectively. .minimum scores new teachers .. The Omaha School District 
is hiring long-term substitutes ~We need to find ways to in- must get on a national test [0 needs drivers for 10 morning and 

. because it has been unable to fill duce more people into teaching . measure a teacher's knowledge 12 afternoon routes, many for 
40 teacher posts, half of them in as a career," Riley says. of an academic subject . special-educatil'n students. 

By Salina Khan 
USA TODAY 

WASHINGTON';' With two w~ks left in'a 

summer of record flight delays, Transporta­

tion Secretary Rodney Slater unveiled a 

package of initiatives Monda;' aimed at eas­

mg gridlock in the nation's skies and airports. 


Slater's announcement followed an unusu­

al2-hour summit with the nation's major air­

line executives, labor unions and the f.ederaJ 

Aviation Administration to discuss ways they . 

could all cooperate better.· . 


"Everyone collectivelY agreed that the ser- . 
vice we are providing now is not good Troubleshooting; Slater,left. carty'and . 
enough." Slater said afterward. ."'. Garvey discuss plans to improve service.. :'. .,.c 

One outcome: Atask force will be formed . . . - . 

to'monitor airliiJe..:service quality. recom- Guardia. Newark. N.J.. and Philadelphia. Gar­

mend changes if necessary and report back vey said delays at those airports cause a rip-

to Slater in 90 days. . . . pie effect at airports across the nation. 


The Dar inspector general's olfice already '. II> Sbaregood ideas. The DOT will exam­

is auditing the airlines for compliance with im> successful practices that some airlines 

the voluntary "CustOmers F'arst" plans they use to improve customer service and pro-­
adopted in Decembet . . ....:. . ·mote them to others by mid~Septembet 


Some airline industry observers were. Slater said airlines have ~ to report . 

skeptica1 about .the meeting producing im- their flight delays to the FAA earlier and sub- . 

provement. ..... "';:" mit contingency plans for the yeats remain­

"It's another example of how nothirut will ing peak travel periods: Labo~Day weekend. 

be done," aviation consultant Mike loyd Thanksgiving and Christmas. The DOT will 

says. "This is"a classic sham." ." review the plans and make recommenda- . 


Other goals from the summit: . tions aimed at reducing ~ delays. 
II> AInl to reduce Congestion at big air· American Airlines CEO DOn carty said air­

ports. The FAA will better manage flights in lines are not considering reducing schedules, " 

the air space averChic5ErdWash- an option fawred.by many CXlIlS\lmer ad­
ington. FAA chief jane C said. She pre- voc.ates to reduce tralIk congestion. , 

dieted travefers should see delays by

October at BostDn. New 'rode jFl(arid La Contributing: Chris.Woodyard 

Summit produces strategies 
to ease gridlocl{ at airports 
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Electionline 
Section 527 groups must 
disclose most contributions 

A previously hidden source of election campaign 
funding will be open to public scrutiny starting this 
week. 

Tax-exempt political groups known as Section 527 
committees have been raising and spending large 
amounts of money to influence the outcome of No­
vember's election. But until recently, the secret groups By K41thy Willens. AP 

didn't have to tell the government anything about At New York campaign stop: Police block Ribby
their contributors or activities, or even that they exist-Goodfellow from the media and others. 
ed. ' 
. A law that t~k effect july 1 requires groups orga­

mzed under Section 527 of the IRS tax code to register
with .the agency and file periodic reports disclosing 

.contnbutors of $200 or more annually and expendi­
tures of $500 or more annually.

Groups that choose to file monthly had to postmark 
their first report to'the Internal Revenue Service by 
Monday: those that want to file quarterly must send 
their first report by Oct 15. The groups must report aU 
activity since July 1. 
. The Center for Public Integrity, a nonpartisan Wash­
mgton watchdog group, has counted 20 Section 527 

, committees that have been active this election year. 
The best-known example is Republicans for Clean Air, 
whi~ spent $2.5million in tel~vision advertising at­
tacking ArIZona Sen. John McCaUl just before the New 
York and California primaries. Eventually it came out 
that the group consisted of two Texas brothers, 

. Charles and Sam Wyly. who haw been major donors 
to McCain's rival. Texas Gov. George W. Bush. the Re­
publican nominee for president 

. - Katherine Hutt Scott 
Polls finds race for Congress is dose ­

The Democratic and Republican conventions may 
have changed public perceptions of the presidential 
candidates. but they did little to alterthelmages ofthe 
two parties, a USA TODAY/CNN/Gallup Poll showed. 
Asked before the conventions whether they would 
vote Democrat or Republican in the upcoming con­
gressional elections, 47% of Ii kely voters said Repub­
lican and 47% said Democrat Asked the same ques­
tion after the two conventions, 48% said Democrat and 

, 46% said Republican. That suggests the race for control 
of the House remains a tossup. Republicans now hold 
control of the House by a I3-seat majority.

Also. when asked after the conventions which party 
better represents their values. 50% said Democrat. 40% 
said Republican. Those numbers have been remark­
ably consistent since 1992. . 

Amajority of Americans also view the two parties' 
policies as generally main,~i!m. a!t/l('lllgh De!!!"X!'lts 
are seen as more so, 67%~56%.. 

Asked whom they would vote for if President CIin-· 
ton were running against Republican nominee George 
w. Bush. voters picked Bush. 54%-42%' . . 

_ Richard Benedetto 

Cbeneyvotes today in Wyoming primary 
Republican vice-presidential candidate Dick Cheney, . 

and his wife, Lynne. will vote in the Wyoming primary 
today. They will cast their ballots at a firehouse near 
jackson Hole in Teton County. 

Oldahoma and Alaska also hold primaries. today. 
Most of the congressional incumbents in the three 
states face little or no opposition. Oklahoma voters 
will decide a tax issue: whether to lower the fee forw. 

Heckler nags Lazio to release tax returns 
A Democratic heckler dressed as Uncle Sam has 
~n dogging Republican Rep. Rick wio and pressing 
him to release his income tax returns. wio is in a 
close race with Democrat Hillary Rodham Clinton for a 
Senate seat from New York. Lazio said his federal and· 
state returns will be available by the end of the month. 

'1'here is one thing that we will release that Mrs. 
Clinton will never release and that's a New York state 
income tax return," wio said in a reminder to voters 
that .Clinton has lived in the state onI¥ since January.

CIUlton began her day at her home Ul Chappaqua in 
Westchester County. ·I'm looking to the final stretch of 
this campaign," she said. Ul've had the most wonderful 
time for the past year .,. and j've been able to meet a 
lot of people who care about the same issues I do." 

.. Also Monday, former New York governor Mario 
Cuomo said he thinks his eldest son. federal Housing 
Secretary ~ndrew Cuomo, will run for governor of 
New York Ul 2002. However. the elder Cuomo said 
that ·unless Andrew is lying to me," his son has not 
yet completely committed to running. 

Calif. might not be Gore's for the taking
Some Califoma Democratic activists are concerned· . 

about how dose the presidential race is in the nation's' 
most populous state. New polls show Gore has pulled . 
even with Bush nationally. btita poll by Public Policy·
Institute ofCalifornia before Gore's convention speech 
last week showed a statistical tie in California. '1'here's, . 
concern that he. s~ould be way ahead," said Charles' . 
Douglass, an actlVlSt from South-Central Los Angeles.;
Douglass and others, induding Gov. Gr:ay Davis, want- .J 
ed Gore and his running mate, Sen Joe tieberman to r 
embark on a statewide tour after the convention in to: ' 
An,geles ended Thursd~ Instead, the candidates cant. 
pajjmed from a boat gomg down the Mississippi River, 
Despite the concerns. the califomii activlsts say'
there's plenty of time for Gore to shore up his support i ' 
and capture the state's 54 electoral votes. : 
~1l-cun reieaseQ." fro.mA...i....na bospital . III 

IUWI 

Doctors said the final revieW of two skin Cancers I 
and surrounding tissue removed from Sen john I 
McCain concluded that the cancer had not spread.'
McCain's office said the Arizbna Republican was rest- ' 

~~~~::I~~eh~~~=.his re-I 
Surgeons removed melanomas. the most serious! 

form of skin cancer, from McCain's left temple and arm I 
!lfl Saturday. ~o~ said ~onday that his "prognosis ' 
IS very good." This IS McCain's second bout with skin i 
cancer. .H~ had a cancerous mole removed from his; 
shoulder 111 1993. The onetime presidential hopeful; 
turns 64 on Aug. 29. He hopes to reswne campaigning : 
for GOP candidates by Labor Day. . ,
.!IWritten by Paul Leavitt wtthstalf and wire reports 
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