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The Honorable Pauyl Simon
United States Senate

* Washington, D.C. 20510-1302
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This is iniresponsa to your letter reguesting information
concerning the implementation of the Multiethnic Placement Act
of 1994 (MEPA).

The Department has made great strides in implementing tha MEPA to
ensure that state laws, policies and practices conform $0 the
statute'’'s provisions regarding transracial adoption.

After the Departpent issued the MEPA Guidance in april 19s5, we
notified 27 States and the District of Celumbia of regulatory,
procedural and/or statutory issues in non~compliance with the

MEPA.. |

By January 1986, 4é States and the District of Columbia had
statutes and policies that were in compliance with the MEPA. Re
expaect three of the four remaining States (Towa, Kentucky and
Minnesota}l to be in compliance by July 1886, and because of its
ki-annual ‘legislative calendar, we expect Arkansas toe be in
compliance by April 1957. :

Since the pill was signed inte law, the Department has moved
rapidly to implement its provisions in the following ways:

o We issued the MEPA guidance (copy enclosed) within the
statutory time-frame, prepared materials and conducted
training/technical assistance on the new lav.

z ¥ > -
o Our Regional Offices are reviewing state recruitment plans
and working closely with the States,
o We are developing plans for active monitoring of practice
cowpliance.
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Page 2]— The Honorable Paul Simen

o our new Statewide Aulomated Chlld Welfare Information Systen
which provides demographic information on children awaiting
adoption and thelr adoptive parents, will allow us to track
the numbeyr and percantage of ohildren piaaad transracially.

The enéi@aed materials should give a good understanding of the
polzag;uppraach that we have taken., Should there be a naed for
ﬁuzthar wlariticatien on recruitment issues, please contact

Mg. Caral Williams, Associals Commisgioney for the Children's
Bureau, at (202) 205-6618, and for further clariflcation on eivil
rights compliance, please contect Dennis Hayashi, Director of the
ﬂff;ie -for Clvil Rights, at {202) $13~0403,

I hope this information will be helpful to you.

Enclosures
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Women drop out; why cant men, too”

These women stand fora
truth that transcends
gender: the vam of tamily.

LOs ANGELES Two_years am,
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* " The poster girl
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i 12-Feb-1996 04:57pm

SN Carol H. Rasgeo

FROM " Diana M. Fortuna
Domestic Policy Council

e - Jeremy D. Benami
CCt Eiizabeth E, Drye

BUBJECT: ﬁ&ogtieﬁ

In preparation for our seeting on sy issues tomorrow, I wanted to
give you an outline of the adoption issue. {(We have bsen
planning to 4o 3 brainstorming session on this with you, Carcl,
pending your availability: I think this would be a good idea.}

1 have met a few times with Carcl Williasms of HHS/ACY and Deb Both
of the First Lady’'s Office to discuss thisg. Here is the beginning
of a draft strategy. I'd be interested in your sdvice/input.

The problem has different facets, so it must be attagked in
ﬂifferent WaYs. :

1. 'To addreas the shortage of families to act as foster
care/adoptive parents, we could put together a group of prominent
organizations, including the ABA, AMA, church groups, media, etc.
to challenge then to identify what acticns they could take to
recruit families. HHS has talked about calling this a "Network of
Champions.” HMrs. Clinton would presumably play & role in such an
affort.

2. Improving the state-based system of foster care is difficult,
Many state systems are in crisis. However, seeking more mandates
or restrictiana on states would also be problemstic,

For example, one idea that is now popular is “concurrent
planning”, which meang trying to place a child with a fosterxr
family that has the potential to be an adoptive family, while you
are still working with the birth parents to determine if the child
can be returned to them. While this is clearly a good idea,
mandating the states to do it wouldn't go over well.

An alternative is 0o engage in a more collahorative process with
the states. Carol Williams is now putting together a strategic
plan that would move the system more toward measuring outcomes,
setting gaais, and sharing best practices.

|



She now has a small group of 30 interested parties, including a
few states, involved in thig, and sxpects to be done in May or
June. Then she would expact to talk to all the states,

3. The courts play a gignificant role in the delays in the
current system, but they are hard to appreach in a pollicy sense.
However, ACF has a "court improvement project’ now underway that
looks prawiging. It gives small grants to each state's court
gystem to engage in a gelf-examination about how well they
currently handle adoptions, and they could improve their track
records. HDabh Both angd I are going to learn more about this,

Anyway, this is the beginning of a strategy, drawn largely from

where HHS is already heading -- which I think makes sense, {Carol
Williams seems pretty solid to me, )
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T0: Bruce Reed
Ken Apfel

FROM: Iiana Fortuna

1

This is from OPM, in response - -to our reguest that they consider
whether to coffer the 52,000 employee benefit for adoptions that a
lot of companies are adding. They propose instead more leave
time and a large benefit for special needs adoptions.

Jen Klein and I are looking at this; Jen especially may pursue
whether we could do something like this very guickly, given the
avent coming up Friday.

Obvicusly there is a {presumebly small) budget impact.

*
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'ADOPTION ASSISTANCE FOR FEDERAL EMPLOYEES

I 1
All over America; children are waiting for a family and o home. More than 100,000 children are

wiaiting to be adopted; many of them have special nceds, They are brothers and sisters who wane
to grow up together, who may be older, or who have physical or emotionat problems--but they
share the neads that you and I have—the love, camion, secunty, and cormmiment that familics
bring. !

Ag the Nation's largest employer, the Federal Government has long been commamed 1o helping -

our ¢raployess balance their work and family needs 'We olfer a variety of family fhiendly

flexibitities that Cun benefit adopting parents. But the needs of children without families require
that we do more.

“Current Benefits for Adaptive Farents

Tirue off the job is one of the most important of these benefits. Several recent Adininistrativu
jnitiatives have belped Federsl employees who are adoptive pargnts take timg off the job for
purposes related to adoption.

The Family and Medical Leave Aot of 1993 is a comerstone of my administration’s effort 1o
ensare that the Federal Government is o family-frieadly employer. The Act cutitles Federal
employecs who adopt a child to a total of 12 wecks of uapaid leave. The entitlement to unpaid
legve begins prior to the adoption (in order to allow time off for pre-adoption activities such as
meetings with adoption agencies, attomneys, etc.) and continnes for the 12-menth period following
the adoption. {

In 1994, 1 signed into law two addidional pieces of legislation that enhanced the eatitlements of
Federal cipployess who becoms adoptive parents. The Federal Emplovees Family Friendly Leave
Act allows most emplayees (o use up to 13 days of paid sick leave each year to cure for family
members who are il or need medical care. This includes adoptive children, who sometimes
require greater medical sttention.

Separute legislation authorized Federal employees to use an unlimdted amount of sick kave
specifically for purposes relating (o the adoption of & child, including, buf not hmdted (o,
appointinents with adoption agencies, social workers, and attoimeys; conrt proceedings; required
wavel; aud any periods during which an adoptive parent is ordered or required by the adoption
agency oF a court to be gbsent from work o care for the adopted child. This is a significant
hemefit. Based ou the results of earlier expenzmentation with & similar progran: in the Federal
Government (and using current aversge salary rates), wo estimate that the value of this benefit is
approximately 51,000 per adoption, All of these keave entitlements arc available to both adoptive
mothers and adoptive fathers.
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In addition 10 using paid and unpaid leave for adoption purposcs, Federal employees also may
rake advantage of flexible work scheduling arrangements. Since the first experimental legislation
was enacied in 1978, tie Federal Government has been a leading employer in cfforts to provide
workers with the opiion of flexible and compressed work schedules. Approximately half of all

Federal cuployees now work in offices that offer flexible work scheduling arrangements, which

can be very useful to employess who need to schedule appoinupents with adoption agencies and
attorneys to further the adoption process or appuintments with health care providers or
counselors follawing an adaption.

Farther, wany sgencies offer 3 wide ranpe of child care services. Thers are over 100 on-site child
carg centers to help our Federal civilian workforce. Resource und referral services are also
available to help parcats locate quality ¢hild care i their communities.

]
Esmployee Assistancs Programs ¢an provide adoptive parents with agsistance, eduzation_family
counseling, and rcferrals to local community resources such gs social service agencies and support

groups.

The Federsl Employvess Health Bepelns Program covers sdapred children, mcluding those with
special needs. It also covers foster children who live with the employee and who are expecied to
be raised to adulthood by the employee. OF special importance, the health benefits program is
prohibited from éz:laymg benelits solely hecause of 1 pre-existing physical or mental condition, and
there is no walting period for coverage to begin.

_ | » ‘
The Federal Employees Group Life Insurance Program allows employees to insare an adopied
child. Further, just a5 3 biological child, an adopted child is nutomatically a beneficiary if there s

no designated beneficlary or surviving spouse,
|

The Retirentent Program’s surviver benefits cover adopted children under the same circumstances
as hiological children.

Proposed New Benefits for Adeptive Parents

o proud of what ?ﬂ’se Federal Governinest has dons so far to help adoptive families, but we can
do more, [

To facilitate and offe:r further enconragement to Iederal employecs who wish to adopt a child, I
will propose iegﬁ;latmn to creste a mew oategory of leave benefits for Federsl employecs. This
bemeht would be available to any Federal croplovee whe is a prospective adoptive mother or
father and would be in addition to the {eave entitlements already available. Under this proposal,

C/,m addilionsl 5 days of paid leave would be available for purposes relating to the adoption of a

child. To foster the sdoptinn of special peeds children, an g additional 5 days of paid leave would
be provided, bringing the total to 10 days of additional paid leave i such cases. At current
average salary rates, the value of this beunefit would be in excess of $730 for each adoption (over

|
§
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$1,500 in the ¢ase of special needs adoptions). But the resl value of this benefit to adoptive
parents is the assursance that they wouald be able 1o pursue adoption activitics while preserving
their regular accrued paid leave for the purposes for which it was intended--including the ability 1o
gpend additions! ime off with the adopted child.

Our second mitiative focuses on the area of greatest need-the adoption of children with special
needs. I helicve that children who arc waiting for loving families of their own is one of America’s
mos difficult and saddest problems.  Therefore, T will also propaose legislation that authorizes
Fedezal agencies to reimburse employees who sdopt a special needs child up to $3600 for » single
adoption, or up 1055000 for suy cployec who adopts several special needs cluldren. This
reftubursement will cover adoption-related expenses and would be tax free.

And finally, T am directing alt Heads of Deparunents snd Agencies to assure tiat all ageocy
Employse Assistance Programs have comprehensive services relating to adoption, with an
euphasis on adopting special aceds childree. Such services shouald include information regarding
adoption procedures, referrals to adoption agencies, specialized counseling concerning special
needs clildren. and awareness activities designed to fanilianize employees and managers
vegarding existing persatine] and masagenient Hexibilitics (such 23 paid and unpaid leave).
Agencies will be encouraged te develop Innovative campaigns which can increase employes
awareness conceraing the adoption of children with special needs. The Office of Personnel
Management will provide agencies with guidance in these matters.

As an employer, we mnst provide narional leadership 1o sensitize and educate cur workforce
about the many children, egpecially special nesds children, whe are waiting for families. The
Federal govenunent is comupitted to shortening their wait. 'We hope that the beacfits and
assigtance we are proposing will provide greater support to Federal employees who are
considering adopt@g special necds children,

§
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Mazen, noting that internstions] observers are arriving in
- farsel to eventually monitor the transfer of authority in
Hebran, “We hope that it will be settled.” >

Héwever, the main wsfcpl&ymmt of Tsraeli troops, Iﬂw
the final-status z:e:gonanons themselves, are ot expected
fo get under way in :amcst unitii after Q&e May 29 Ismeli
eloctions. -

President Clinton endorses a&cyptmn bill that

aliows tax credits and easier transracial adaptwas

By Rachel L. Jones Knight-Ridder

Newspapers{KRT)

¢ WASHINGTON ?wmdcm Clinton on Monday cndotsed 8
bill that would give a 35 000 tax credit to most familics
adopting & child and punish slates that ninke it difficult for
whites 10 adopt bisck children.:

. Chntonssupponcxpmsadmammhcscmw -

House Republicans makes it likely that the bill

“originally pars of the conservative Republican **Contract
With Americs™ will beeome law.

it marks another shift by Clinton sway from thc liberal
wing fof Sthe Demosratic Party and simiy sefloots &0
election year.strategy of making fa:m!y issues u central
theme in hix campaign.

‘On Saturday, Clinton told states they wnuld lose -
federsl funds if they don't end welfare paymzxis to-
‘teenage perents who refuse to stay in school of hive with
& parent of guardian, House Republicans have Jong sought
sucd ineasures s & part of their weifare reform proposais,

Whatever its effectiveness politically, the proposed
adoption Jegistation is unlikely to have 2 lerge fmpact on
the enormous problem of half & million Americen children
waiting in foster care, child welfare sxpens say.

There are 0o many children in necd and not cpough
potensial parents of either race, they explain, .

Still, mnny Republicans and moderate Democrats see the
icglsiauon as & usefel first step.

“We haven't dejuded cursslves into thinking this is

the solution,” said Patrick Purtil! of the MNational

Council for Adoption. ""But we thiok removing some of the
barriers is better zi;an removing none of Ithem.”

i ,

, Many in ‘LCongress izmrz iong supponaé 8 loss wstric:ivz

adoption process, disregarding the tultural conceras

raised hy the placoment of minority chxki:en with white
" parends,

But some black child welfure admm&mmzs have
opposcd iransasial adoption the placement of blask and
other minority children with whits families. The Natious]
Associstion of Black Socia]l Workers has condemned the
praciice 83 “racial geposide.” "

In ks Ietter, Clinton calied such concems omdatcd

" asswmptions,” and said he was *committed to brezking -
 down barriers and making adopticns easier,™ by providing
. financis! incentives and climinating racial barriers.

In the past, some child welfare agencies bave opted to
keep black children in foster sure rather than place thcm
in white homes, zrguing that they wonld be cuimraiiy
deprived in such setings,

Neasly half of the 500,000 children in foster sare are
dlack snd they often Janguish without families as mmh a8
five times longer than white children.

Shery! Chatman, sxecutive director of the fiaptm }im
for Children and Fanulics in Bethesda, Md., said she would
have prefemed that Clinton endorse !agmsiszwn that

- sorumitted tore resourses to finding minority parents. She
and others think the transracial adoplion issue is too
complex to be solved Wzﬁz a y eredit and'a slap on the
’ ’WI'le

“*He definitely sperns to be weaking op his ows mind, but
st what cost?” Chatman sajd, ** You have 1o wonder what
kind of political deal he out, at the expem of i
children.”

“We're siill focusing on parents’ rights, as opposed
to the rights of the ¢hild and what children need 1o grow”
up emotionally bealthy,” said Chatman who deals largaiy
with black children.

H

But supportars of the proposed law say research shows
that transracially edopted children don't sikffer in white
homes.

“Thess Mﬁcd problems just dont show wpin !
longitudingi research,” said Purtiil. ""They arc .
well-adjusted, have & strong sense of self-esteem, and are
excelling in school. They're doing just fine.” )

- The legisiation, which may be voted on by the House

. later this week, wonld provide = $5,000 tax eredit for

families carning up to $75,000 & year. The credit would
fower for families with § incomes between $75.000 and
$115,000, and dasapp@ar for {mﬂws camz::g more than
$115,000.

States thet delay the placemeni of mmnty children
with white Families would risk losing fedessal adopum
assistapce funds.

Bill advocates contend that there's no way blacks, who
ars 12 percent of the country's popadation; conld ever
meet the steadily-growing need for bisek adoptive parents.

Former Ohio Senator Howard Metzenbaum, 8 Democrat, lod

the crusade to ¢nd the practice of “'race matching” black
children with black families with his Mulnethnw
Placement Act of 1954,

But when it.wrote the rules for mtcsoaﬁzcmwlaw
Clinton’s Department of Health and Human Services allowed:
cultursl issucs to be considered as pert’of the adoption
procsas & move that some supporters of the 1994 Low said
gutied the intent of the measure.

The North Awmerican Council on Adoptable Children in 51,
Paul, Minx,, has long supported trasaracial adoption, but-
only when suitable pasents of the same race are
unsvailabie. But the Coungil contends that, historically,
there hass't been enough recruitment, Waining end
cchication in mirority communities about adoption.

*“The point iz not that there sren’t enough minority

families,” said Diane Riggs, & coung;xi spokwpemon

“The real problem is thet minority comnmanitics are held
t different'stsndards, and aren't scpported enough in
ﬁmr attempts to sdopt.”
" {EDITORS: STORY C&ﬁ TREM HERE;
Because the majority of children in foster care have !

" been’ physically, emotionally or sexually abused of have

severe medical problems a $5,008 tax credit will pot
entice prospective parents fo take oa such challenges,
Riggs ssid.

Some Republicans say Clinton is attempting to mt '

. conservative thunder by backing the adoption bill and
Jignoring such concerns. But this attempt to repackags

Rupui}im strategy as ius own will fail, they say.

“He cannot at the 11th hour start talking. sbout
supporting Repabizm policy when ke has not done so for
the past four years,” said Mary Crawford, o spokesperson
for the Republivan National Committes. *Prople have
gotten wise to his saying asything be thinks will gst him a
faw extra voies.”

Chatman of the Baptist Homs for Children mci Fa:mkcs

‘thinks that alumately, the axio@txon bill is & Qand-md

approack. .

“They've developed & mpie anawer 1o & very mpicx
phesomenon, snd it won't work,™ she mid. “If they say
tece doesn't matter, they're in denial”

Study shows President Clinton-appointed federal
judges not as liberal Bob Dole charges By Aaron -
Epstein Knight-Ridder Newspupers (KRT}
WASHINGTON The first study of President Clinton's court
sppointmaents contradicts Republican Bob Dole's charge that
Clinton has filled the federsl beach wlth i&nzcnz, libern] judges
who are soft on crime. )
Three politice} scientists from ‘different umiversities .
said their data showed that Clinton-appointed judges -
“exhibii moderate decisional ie:adencles Other scholars
supported those findings, ,
Clinton judges are not as liberal as judges appointed
by Democratic President Carter or as conservative as
Jurists named by chub‘izcazz Prasldcnts Reagsn and Bush,

" -the researchers said,
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apparsnt wavering and & poastble increase in mntfs on .

~ Chigese imporis.

*“Tariffs like thesc are bad for business and they are
bad for American consumers,” be said. 1 donY think it
is politically wise far (Dole) to say be will wait until
he sees what the preszdcm is going to do before making up
his mind.”

Reeent irade figares show Chioa maﬁy bencﬁzmg from
the present tariff levels. '

The Iatest report from the Commerce {)cpanmznt showed -
that the 11§, merchandise trade deficit with China jumped
39 persent in January to $2.7 billion fmni $2 bitlion the
month before.

Axcording to China, it z&giszered an ovmi} frade
surplus of $20 billion in 1935 compared wsth $5.3 billion

the year before.

Yelisin says he won't postpene June clection By
James P, Gallagher Chicage Tribune(KRT)

MOSCOW  President Boris Yeltsin on Mondny rebuffed &
call from ohe of his closest confidants to postpone next

" month'’s Russian presidential elestions.

< Yeltsin sssured the Interfax news sgency st elections

. woxxiébehﬁdasschedtﬁeémmm 16. I»i:sazdhalmd

{nstructed his chisf bodyguard, Alexander Korzhskov, *

"fo get involved in pulitics any miore or make such

statoments.” :

Twice in the past week, the asually secretive Korzhakov
had urged eancellation of the balioting, making it clear
be fears Yelisie could be defeated by the Communist Party
front-ronner, Gennady Zyuganov, and that a civil war could
erupt after the lection,

" Yeltsin repestedly has rejected spcculatlon by his
political foes that the eiectjons could be called off if
they Jocked like o loat cause for the ineumbent. Bul many
Russisns now wonder if Korzhskov had fioatcd a tnial -
balloon to assess bow much publis protest there might be
in Russia and the rest of .the world if the balloting were

" indecd pnstponed

Yelisin sought to ense those goncemns. .
“*Korzhakov is not alone in thinking that Zyugsnov's

: v;cimy would start & civil war,” Yelisin was quoted by

Ioterfax as saying. “But I still believe in the wisdom of
Russian voiers. That is why the eiaatwns wﬁi take place
socerding to the constitution.? '
Yehsin continued to paint a frightesing pwture of
what Russian-life would be like under 2 Communist

> president. He wamed that political and economis reform

could be rolied back by Zyuganov snd his team.

1 wotld not say today that the process of reform has
goue wfa:ncamo(bawvcrwd Yeitsins pross
servics quoted hitm ag emphammg in an interview with

- Deloviye Lyudi magazine,

Addressing himsell to millions cf pro-reform Ru&mns

still unwilting to vole for him becausc they oppose the

war in Chechays, arc burdened by oppressive taxes of
vesent his fathsrs 10 sombat etime and efficial

sorxaption, the president added:

*Here Hes the main delusion of certain segments of
the democratic forees in Rossis: They thiok that aay
political moversent will be forced 1o ¢ontinue economic

-

. raasformdtions.”

Korzhakov, a Yeltain 2ayaim whose power uside tiw
Kremlin has grown su:adxﬁy in receat months, told,

< Interfax on Sunday be was most concerned that next month’s

elections would bring in 8 wave of instability, regardless
of whe emesrged mmphm

But his remarks left no doubt be is deeply worried that
Yeltsin cannt close the gap with Zyuganoy in the ess
than six weeks I¢ft before voling takes place.

People must be given time to think cleady. sbout
e'v'eryzhing and reach & mature conclusion,” Korzhakov
said. *'For this; more time is needed than we have until =~

hane 167 !

In a May I interview with Britain's Obscrver ACWSpaper,
which slso was published on Sunday, Korzbskov maintained

that there is support among Yelisin's fop sides for

3
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- hotding off the clections.

* Aot of influential peopls are in favor of
postponing the slections beeause we need sxnbility
Korzhakov smd. I we have the cicezmns, there is no

~ way of avoiding a fight” :

Despite & flurry of opinion polls indicating that

Yeltsins has pulled roughly even with Zyuganov, most

analysts in Moscow remain convinced that the surveys

overstate the prexident's sirength. Sowroes clese 1o

Yeltsin's administation sy the president’s own polls

have him wailing Zyuganov by up to 20 pefcemge points,
«  Some polls show that Yeltsin might eves finish third an

Jupe 16, bekind ultm»;:zamm Viadimir Zhirinovsky,
and fail 1o make it into & runoff round,

~

i

'Palestinians and Israelis begin final stage of peace
negotiations By Storer H. Rowley Chicago

- Tribune(KRT)

| TABA, Egypt wlmmmmmmmhm
Palestinian nogotistors on Monday soncluded their insugural

' mmdafmlksonsp&mmcntpmmagmmtwwmgw

" put & end to decades’of confrontation.” .

In & joint commimique issued at the end of thely
twoeday session at this Egyptian Red.Sea resort, the
© parties agreed to form a steering commitise to guide the

talks on the thomiest disputes still bolding up & final.
agreement: Jerusalem, secunity, ?ale refagees,
Israeli seftiers and future borders.

The commities will work in secret to help resolve |
deadlocks over the next three years of tough bargaining on

**final-status” issues between their two peoples.

The panel ssost define & format for the talks and
formalstc the outlines of a final pact. It will be the
make-or-break negotistion in the long, torfurcus |
Isracli-Palestinian pesce prosess.

Urt Savir, direstor general of the Ismeli Forcign
Ministry and chief Isrsell nepgotiator, said the pence
process, which started in secret talks three yesrs ago in
Osly, was clese to collapss eartier this year afler four
terrorist bombings by, I’alcstxmasz mzzmmm kilied 59 -
pcople i Israel. .

" A series of discrect mestings by senior Istaeli and
Palestinian negotistors helped bring the talks back from
the brink. Israsl looseaed its crackdown on selfirule
aress in the wake of the bombings, sad the Palestine -
National Council voted to annul clauses in its founding
charter calling for the desiruetion of lraed,

©If, after one month, we have all the sommittess
working, we have implernentation sgain on the ground, we

« have the PNC decision and we have the permanent status
talks, it means that this process is very strong and very
sofid and based ont common interests,” Savir said. .

The {inal-status talks mark the third and final phase
of the process begun at Osls in 1993, which led to the
signing of 2 Dezlaration of Principles calling, in the
first stage, {or limited Palestinian selforule in the Gaza

. Stsip and the West Bark town of Jericho, . -

Both sides complain that the other has failed to
fulfill key commpitments from the second stage, the
so-called fnterim Agreement mgzmd last year cxlending
Palestinian antonomy o six major West bank towns and
hundeeds of villages.

Israelis complain Palestinian President Yasser Asafat -
has failed 1o protect them adequately from terrorist acts
by violent Islamic gma;zs such ay Hamas that reject the -
, peace process.

Palestinisns protest that Israel has failed to comply
with its promises o release Palestinian pr;soncrs, open 8
safe-passage link between Gaza and the West Bank and
redepioy its troops out of most of .

a seventh'major West Bank town, Hebron, ox sebcd&zie

There were indications that Savir and chief Palestinian
nogotiator Mahmood Abbas, known az Abu Mazen, had ussd
some of their time at the first seasion of Hnal-statys
talks trying o work teward & compromise on the
cutstanding deadiock over Hebron
. V1 think we wili resch an understanding,” sa;d Abu



Instead of opposing they must now explain @ a dubi-
ous public why samething sught st 16 be merely dis-
cnuragcd that mosi pcoplc: kaow 1o be wrong, “For
yeurs,” writes fohn Leo in U8, Newg (& Wnld Repon,

“feminist leaders have treated mocr! discussions of

abortion .. 25 a hLl{'d}’d] " adding *“iere is an obvious
tacsical reasan :z:w such debate would split the pro-

chaine coaszizamg}, a large pontion of which thinks
shortion 15 wrong.™ Exactly, This ix why one should be
forced, Naomi ’%Xfoif s picee dreew g shrick from
Planned Parenthood, which {:wm{wmd her o mur-
intemperate” her

deraus fanatics,” ;dcscrz%;cs.i as
descripyian of abortion s
Pevil, called thé casual
:iccup!aﬁu of  abortian
*one {)f'numdnklnd S g
o8t ach:cvcm&.nls, and
claimed “every woman’s
devigion abang 3b0f‘liun 53
maral dectsion,” znciudlng
what Waifde&cnbcs as “the
repeat aborilons § .. the
suburban summor country-
club rite-ofipassage shor-
tions, 1he ‘I don’t know
what came over moe, i wis
siteh  good Chart{icmm}?’
abortions,” and nruch else.

A Democrat who ticks
off Planned DParenthoad
loses much of his backing
ant money. Bur how many
of the voters the Demoe-
raiy peed 10 coax back or
rorgin would  suppont
Planned Pareathood
againg Noomt Woll? A mondd éi}?dfﬁ i the Demporas’
nighitmure. A good reason for ong i he held

Imagine a umu.é Rz.pzzbl;mzz patiy that dares to do
this:

Lay out in morat terms ity chjections w conve
nience ethics as subversive of cultuse in genersl.

Lay out in specific erms the conmeciion of those
ethics to crimes against women,

Urge a policy based on adoption and explain it as
fuliows: “Since 1973, there have been about 1.5 mil-
Bon shortions yeardy in the pited St a frighten-
ing destruction of humun pelential, Al the same time,
nearly one couple in five i desoribed uy inferdie.
Many of these have been pade quite ushappy. Some
have spent vast dmounts of time and meney in
atempts 1 have c?zzidmn, often with bude success. To
address these two pmblcmm we tend $o ireas them as

307 Ths WEEKLY STANDARD
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ot We urge abortinn snd sdoption services 1o join
forces o match parcots and chikdren. We plan 1o com-
pile a pations! regisiry of people willing 10 adopt and
raise chijdren and disiribuie 3 pationwide to clinics
thaf freal pregnant women, We supgest that wonen
abuant o abort be urged 10 bear and plice children, and
he encouraged to do so. We ask Democrats o join ug
in this voluntsry, non-coercive cffort to save and,’
enrich human hves.” . .

WHar would THiS 4 16 THE national Democrats?
They weuld be cleft, by their center and lefi. They
could endorse this, which would please the center and
be good for the people
and country. Or, they
couild please the fefi, and
denounce it They cun
alienate what remains of
their center, and margin.
alize  themselves s
extremists. Or they can
play to the center, and
alicnate, perhaps encage,
iheir one source of power,
iheir aciivist, fund-rajs-
ing, hase. What would
happen 1o the PAC
ghiecks from lefedeaning
fnbbies? The civil rights
caucus? Emily’s Liw?
From NARAL? From
NOW?

Anather side of this
that is largely unreafized
is the power 10 splinter
1their base. Abortion by
. choice is itscl  anti-
woman: When worten worldwide comrmit infunteide
un the basis of gendes, they overwhelmingly choose (o
Kill givls. Befors rhe Clinton administration sends off
anuther delegation 1o an internattonal conference,
armed with language w make “shortion righss” global,
ler 3o mull this one over: Somwe vears ago, the New Yok
Fimes tan a story from Ching, 1o the effecs thar the
widespread use of prenstal wsiing had brought on 3
slavghior of giels, “Partly because of ulhirasonngd |
the sex rario of newborn chitdren in China reached
F18.5 boys for gvery 100 mirls ., . move than 1 per
cent of all female fotuses were aborted, or otherwise
unaccaunied for Based on a populanon of 1.17 billion,
that adids up 10 more than 1.7 million missing girls
gach yeur” Not anly in China, with its enc-child pali-
ey YThranghont Asia, with us tradationsl preference
for bovs, wlirasound scanners | .. are baing used (o

Decramnex 25, 1998


http:extremis.ts

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 3, 1984
MEMORANDUM FOR BRUCE REED -
FROM: DAVID SHIE%EY

SUBJECT : ; STATE OF THE UNION

Since you're doubtless flooded with State of the Union
suggestions, 1 will take the liberty, at Don's suggestion, ¢f
adding a few more to the pile.

I. This idea links military service with our successful war on
crime. The President coould introduce a plan that rewards those
who are serving in the military by making it easier for them to
join local police forces when their time in the service is up.
The work the military is doing, increasingly, invelves helping
people learn to keep the peace. These skilis, 1 would argue, are
exactly the skills our police cfficers need to have herse at home.
o let's reward those who have served their country abroad by
making it easier for them to serve America at home: fast-track
them into law-enforcement. Reward patriots with jobs. Strengthen
law enforcement, Create a mini-~ R The good these
men and women are doing in Haiti and Bosnia can be done in
Detroit and small towns across the nation,

I1. While we believe the decision to have an abortion is such a

momentous one that it can be decided only between & woman and her
God ¢or conscience, and that it must therefore remain legal -- we
also believe that we should do everything in our power to see to
it that abortion is exceedingly rare. To that end, the ﬂr831dent
should propese that ever i financed abortion
have, in the same bullding, a publicly n adoption clinic,

11, Education.

a. English as 2 national language. Intensive courses in our
shaved language must be a2 condition of citizenship,

b. School uniforms in public schools.

¢. Extend the school year to match that of our competition:
Germany and Japan.

co: Don Baer
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THE WHITE HOUSE

‘Office of the First Lady

For immediate Release November 13,

kﬁKARKS BY FIRBT LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

AT NATIONAL ADOPTION MONTH EVENT
WASHINGTOR, D.C.

%

MRS. CLINTON: OGood Afternoon. Thank you. Thank you.
Please be seated and please be welcomed to the White House.
is a very special day for all of us. And there have been many
very important events that have occurred here in the East Room of
the White ‘House, but I honestly don’t belirve there is any that
is more important then what we are doing by celebrating Natiocnal
Adoption Month. And Hovenber is a particularly appropriate time
to highlight the importance of adoption in this country,

1988

This

It’sﬁhard to believe but Thanksgiving and the Holiday Season
are a little more than a week away. And during thig season we
traditionally focus on family. And we recognize how much we need

- and depend on the love of our parents and spouses and children

and other relatives. 8o for all of you who are gathered here to
begin this celebration, that we hope will ignite a fire of
enthusiasm throughout the country about adoption, I want to say

thank you.

There are several menmbers of Congress here and I am
delighted that all of you could J¢in us. Secretary of Health and
Human Services, Donna Shalala, a long time advocate of family and
children services is here with us because all of us believe that
there isn’t anything more important than our families and that
the families formed by adoption are special and deserve the
support of all the rest of us. Because we want to emphasizge that
there’s a need in our country to bring the richness and love and
support and guidance and discipline and attention of family life

to every one of America’s waiting children.

e na oans

As we go into the Holiday Season, I hope every American will
racognize that there are tens of thousands of children waiting
for the love of a mother, a father, a sister, a brother, to have
grandparents and aunts and uncles, to have a dog or a cat like
Socks. Tens of thousands of these children, avery single day,
are gzewznq up without nothers or fatherg to help teach then, to

nurtare;them and to tell them that they are special.

We know



they are, but they nesed someone in their family to tell then
that. .

Often when we think of adoption, we have a picture in our
mind of infants being welcomed into a family. But adoption teday
involves chlldren and teenagers of all ages, bagkgrounds and
circumstances. In this room today are adoptive families and
waiting children who demonstrate the range of adoptive
experiences. Adoption has provided a new beginning for school~
aged children, for adolescents, for children with physical and
emotional and educational disabilities, children of different
races ang culture&, and brothars and sisters who want to remain
togethey. | .

[
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Let me give you a picture of the children in America who are
waiting., 8ix out of ten of them are school-aged children. Four
out of ten are white. Four out of ten are African—-American. The
rest, Hispanic, Native American and every other race and color
that you can imagine. Two out ©f three have special needs. Each
ona of these children has the capacity to love, te bring new joy
and energy into a family. Most of you who are here, the families
that already know that, are living proof of how adoption can be
successful and emotionally rewarding. But we need more of you.

I rac%ntiy met with Shane Salter, a young man who grew up in
foster care without sever being placed in a permanent family. He
described what that meant to him. He talked about his continued
longing for parents who would not only care for him but who could
be grandparents to his own children. AMdoption can change lives,
not only of those in the immediate family, but through
generations.

I know that adoption in America today can by frustrating and
emotionally draining and expensive. A newspaper column I wrots
about adoption this summer generated more responses than any
other I‘ve written. I meet people throughout the country whoe
come up and say they have read amy column and they’re an adoptive
parent. Or they have read my column and they‘re a foster parent.
Or they read my column, and they werse adopt&& Prospective
parents have written ta toll me of the immense obstacleg, the red
tape, ndithe costs, particularly the legal costs, that have led
them to despalr of ever being able to adopt a child.

I want you to know that the President is committed to aaszﬁq
and encmuraqlng the adoption process. And I recently convened a
group of experts to discuss how to make the government a better
partner, and more responsive to the needs of prospective parents
and children. In particular, the administration is working hard
to ease the adoption of minority and speclal-needs children. The
Praesident is committed To enforeing the Multi-Ethnic Placement
Act which prohibits adoption agencies from denying the placement

R
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of a child solely on the basis of race, color,” or national origin
of a child or prospective adoptive parents.

The administration also champloned -- and the first bill the
President signed -~ was the Family and HMedical Leave Act which
ensuras that parents can take time off when they adopt a child
without fearing the loss of their jobs., And the administration
has launched a public education campaign about adoption. A
campaign in which I am very honored to partlczgate. Thege area
just some of the many initiatives, both in the government and in
the private sector, and in partnership between both the public
angd §r1vate sectors, that are designed to support the placem&nt
of ahildran in loving hones, :

But all of your efforts and all of the administration’s
efforts to stremgthen our families and children could be
jeopardized by actions in Congress. The government currently
provides essential recruitment and training services for
praspectlve adoptive parents, As well as subsidies to families
who adopt 'special-needs children,, those 1iv1ng with Cerebral
Palsy, or HIV, or some other disability, since those children
have iarge medical angd educational expenses. Many of the
children whm are special-needs, when they are adopted into
fam&lzea,;brxng with them such large medical ﬁostg, that if
Medicaid is cut back substantially, the medical insurance for
many of those special-needs children will no longer be available
after they are aéaptaﬁ Which would e a great tragedy, because
there arel!so many parents who just need a little bit of financial
help with:the costs. Nead a little bit of subsidy but then do
need continuing medical help ¢o be able to open their lives to
these children. S0 we must all who care about adoption know that
putting our nation’s economic house in order does not mean
sweeping out compassion and caring for our neediest children and
families, making it less likely they will ever have a house of
their own.

We have to work together to'improva our adoption system. In

.the Proclamation for National Adeption Month the President said

that citizens from all communities and oryganizations.from the
public and private sectors must join together to renew our
commitment to finding permanent homes for each one of America’s
children,, Two of the private foundations doxng this 1mportant
work are the Ann E. Casey Foundation which is active in five
states, and the W.K. Kellogyg Foundation’s Families For Kids,
active ;niten states. _

1 wigh we could re-double, re~triple pur efforts. I believe
that if we really put our minds to it, if we could regruit
quailfiad voluntesrs out of our judzczal system and our 1eqa}
system and ouy social work system, to be assigned to each child
who ig waiting to be adopted. We could make it possible for

‘thousands and thousands more children to be adopted by this tinme

; 3



Lt g

next year.! We have to put our minds to it but there is no more
inportant task than trying to do averything in our power to
ensure that every child has a fanmily.

Perhaps no person has been a more effective advocate for
children waiting to be adopted, than our next speaker. The
founder of Wendy’s, the star of T.V., Dave Thomas started
speaking aut onn adoption in 1950 when he became the national
gspokesperson for the White House Initiative on Adoption. As an
adopted child himself, he says he would not have become the
successful father, husband and businessman he 15 today, had he

not been able to grow up in & supportive family.

The Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption seeks to make
adoption more affordable, streamline the adeption process, and
educate the public about the potential joys of adoption. Mr.
Thomas believes that no child is unadoptable and every c¢hild
dagerves ajhome and a loving family. But he knows, as we all do,
that we have te overcome some misconceptions about adoptian. e,
have to make it very clear that the children who are waiting are
children 3a$t likxe yours and mine and gevery other child who goes
to school ana plays in playgrounds. They are aAmerica’s children.
snd we have to make it clear to America that they would benefit .
greatly fr?m having one of these children in their lives.

i

Mr. Thomas has also been a leader in the campalgn to
encourage aarparatlens to extend maternity benefits to adoptive
parants. This 1s so important., We do a terrible job in our
country of] ensuring maternity benefits in nearly every instance
in most of the busingsses in cur country. Tt’s important £or new
parentsz toi ke able to spend time with that c¢hild. Think how
important it is for a new child coming inte a strange home,
filled with anticipation to have some time where he is the center
of that family’s attention, and that at least one parent gets a
chance to spend that time with the child.

Within Wendy’s, adoption benesfits are paid leave and
financial assistance with adoption ¢osts. Available to employees
who have been with the company for at least one year. All of us
are very proud of Mr. Thomas’ leadership and grateful to him for
it.

Following him to the podium will be the Reverend Wayne
Thompson, President of One Church~One Child. This is one of the
great ideas in America. And I wish every church would join One
Church~One ¢hild., Because through One Church-One Child, we have
seen literally hundreds of thousands of children being given
homes who might otherwise not have heen Kknown to anyone. 2And the
church serves as a back~up extended family for the menmbers who
adopt children. Through this work, thousands of African-American’
children ﬁave found loving homes and supportive church
cangregatlons‘

t
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You will alsc ke hearing from the Marshall Family. The
proud parents of two beautiful little girls, they have
experienced so much love and happiness with their two daughters,
that they have spent considerxable time promoting adoption in
their own community. In fact, they are the family featured in
the posters supporting adaption that appear in Wendy'’s
restaurants around the world,

And then finally, we will hear from a young wonman who Knows
exactly what’s at stake, Deanna is 13. She lived in a foster
home for seven years before moving into a group home in Topeka,
Kansas. Though she no longer lives with her two foster szsters,
she is still close to them and she ig still waiting. She iz a
aheerleaéax, an avid readex, and a budding poet -- and a lovely
young woman based on my experience with hexr a few minutes ago,

, Se thes& people who will be speaking to you have the
experience that we would like to see transmitted to every
American, gThey know what it’s like to form a family by choice.
To be able |to say, I <¢hoose you to be my son or daughter. And in
return to know what it’s like as a c¢child to have the love and i
support that can only ceome from ona’s own family. So please join
me in welcoming Mr. Dave Thowmas.¥

Dave Thomas: ®"Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. 1 thank
you Mrs. Clinton. I asked Mrs. Clinton about, gsomething like
about a year ago, if she would help. And she sald, *Y will.»
And that*s the reason why we’re here togay s0 I Just want *
evaryone to know that Mrs. Clinton and the President are
dedicated to adoption. So let’s give them a big hand, because
they did it.

1

Let me tell you why I'm interested in adoption. I was
adopted as Mrs. Clinton said, and my mother, my foster mother
gdied when I wag about five vears old. And I was born gut of
wedlock and I had nwthzng to do with it -~ trust me. And I had
nothing taido about being adopted, it wasn’t my fault. But I was
adopted and I had six, no not six, I had three more foster
mothers and step-mothers and then I left when I was 15 years old.
But I do know how 1mpmrtant it is, a family. And all through ny
life I‘ve always baen envious of mothers and fathers. Because
"I*ve never . seen my mother and father, And if you have never seen
your mother and father and the nurturing, you know eéveryone
deserves the love and nurturing, when you grow up. I never had
it, and I’ve always been kind of jealous of it.

and my kids, I have five children, fourteen grandchildren,
and I probably spoil them for that reason. Now whether that’s
gacd or bad, but it’s one of the things that, I wasn’t spoiled.
But I know one thing, I did have a grandmother that did care for

I
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me, She wé& my foster grandmother and I didn‘t find out until I
was 13 y&ars ald that I was adopted, and I was really hurt., $So I
do know how important it is and I feel so sorry for these
children today, in particular, parents whe don’t take care of
their children. I mean I just think it’s a crime. I think we
need toe have an education to educate these parents about
responsibility. I don’t know how you feel about it but Im real
strong on responsibility.

!

You know, in foster care, there is almost a half-million
children in foster care right now. And there’s about 100,000
walting to' be adopted. And when we started the foundation, we
said, well, we need to have some goals., And our objective was to
make adoption affordable and take the red tape out of adoption,
and a0 that’s what we've really been trying to do. And so the
first thing we did, we put adoption benefits right with the
maternity benefits. And I want everybody Lo understand it s kind
of a no-brainer. I1f you have maternity benefits, add adoption
benefits. And we’ve done that-- |

. I'm even trying to get the federal governaent to do the
same., Right Mrs. Clinton? Mrs. Clinton said she’s going support
me. Congressmen? —- Women? -- Senatorsg? Don’t forget now,
hecause it’s really important. But right now we have, in about
thxrty ~five states, we have adoption benefits., And in cities and
in corporations. We wrote all kinds of letters and it’s really
the right thznq to do. We have not said how much, but Just to
help. :

i

And we also have & bill in the Congress to a tax-credit.

And I think it’s something for -« adoption is expensive., and ws
need to help people to adopt as Mrs. Clinton said. and I hope
this kill ~- febby ~- is going to work out real w2l1l. I hope

everybody supports it because it’s really an lmportant thing.

And then, I think that the next thing that wefve been
working on, is that we’ve tried something that we call-a

aompﬁter,’ Does everybody understarki what computers are? And Jan
Heffner is the Director of the Dave Thomas Foundation ~- stand up
Jan ~-- Jan bas been working on this real, real hard.

Yyou know what it is, it’s really children with willing
parents., HNow the children need to be matched with willing
parents. ‘And what’s happened is IBM, ATET and Marriot have
helped with some government agencies working to make this happen.
and the first example case of adoption’s waiting children on-line
through the National Adoption Center, there was 100,000
ingquiries. Am I right Jan? - Over 100,000. So Internet is really
something;that wa're really trying to work on. .

|
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We’re trying to do everything we can to make it posgible and
remind people about adoption.' Because, what happens, these kids
are out there, and they go from foster home to foster home., I
was in Chicago not too long ago and a little boy, six years old,
was in sixteen foster homes. Can you imagine that? I mean
that’s not fair. -80 that’s what we’re really trying to do and if
we can get the federal government -~ that would really be a good
example to put in for all the federal workers adoption benefits.
Lon’t you ?hink sO?Y

|
Hrs. ?lintan: nY dg."

Dave Thomas: *So, I‘d just like to say this, I’d like to
just say this. I think this is really a great event. I think
it’s somethxng that we need to work on. And the more awareness
and the more we talk about it. And I -just keep talking about,
and some pecple 1iRke to listen to we and some don‘t, But I'n
going to keep talking because that -~ every boy and every girl
deserves a loving family. So thank you, and god bless you.*®

Wayne Thompson: "Thank you Mrs., Clinton for the opportunity
to be a part of this historic day, and for your help in raising
the awareness of the need for adoptions in our nation. The
importance of adaption of children throughout sur country c¢an
never be overstated., For these c¢hildren are foritunate enough to
have loving, permanent homes, in which they have been nurtured
and cared for. Theyfre led intce adulthood with the support of
parents which every child is entitled to and every child
reguires.

[

The family values are embodied by those parants who choose
to bring children intce their families and experience the joys of
parenthm}di The mission of the National Cne Church-One Child is
to challenge each and every African-American congregation to
adopt one African-American child. We believe that this furthers
our need in our compunity for taking responsibility for our
children. |Believe me, this plan works.

|

In opur shurch, we have had over sixteen adoptions since my
involvement in this worthwhile program. In fact, there’s ons
little boy who thinks he’s pastor. When he was adopted I noticed
that ~- I always go to the door to greet the members as they
leave -~ I noticved that my line was shorter than usual, and I
became a little bhit concernsd. 1 looked arcund and saw him
shaking hands. And he had been adopted by a single-parent, a
young woman who was an accountant, so I went over to him and I
said, ‘Now listen, there are some ground rules in this church.

I'm the pastor -= and I shake averybwdy s hands so if you want to
shake handg, come stand by me.’ Well the brightness of his eyes

|
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teld the wﬁola story. That where he had had no friends, no
extended family, no church home, he was rejoicing, because now he
had a new family and new friends.

We’ve had enormous success in placing children in our
community in much needed adoptive homes. Many families, however,
cannot adopt children without the help of the federal guarantee
of financial assistance for every child and especially for
special~naeds children. This includes the c¢hildren with Downs
Syndrome and Cerebral Palsy and HIV AIDS and crack-~cocaine
addictive. These children are important teo. And children are
important to god and so our mission is one that we fesl that we
must continue to fight until the battle has been won.

The average family could not accept the responsibility for
these children without the federal guarantee of financial
assistance that is currvently provided. This guarantee enables
these families to care for children who would otherwise languish
in the fosteyr care system. And we are aware that there are
walfare reform proposals that are pending now in Congress that
would eliminate this much neesded guarantee. And s0 our aim, and
our struggle continues as we sound the alarm throughout our
communities and from our pulpits, that there are children who are
needed to be adopted, but that the government needsg to aggapt the
partnership which we offer. We offer it willingly. We offer it
gladly.

Two out of three children who are waiting for adoption in
thig country have special-needs, making this federal guarantee
more essential than every before. In the history ¢of One Church~
One Child, since 1980, more than 90,000 children have found homes
through our ¢ongregations across this nation.

we thank god for the vision bf Father Clemence many years
age and we thank you, Mrs. Clinton, for the vision youfve cast
forth today, because with your support and the support of those
vho represent and make up ocur government, we Know that the
prayers of the righteous will be answered. And so we offer, in
this partnership consortium, the prayers of many peopls who want
children to have permanent loving homes. Many pastors who work
in our programs have themsslves, like me, become adoptive parents
and s0 we know that we practice what we preac¢h. And we know that
the children are the ones who get the blessing,

Agaiﬁ, thank you for making this a special day for children
across this nation., We know that they long and deserve
permanent, loving homes. And so that the need for further
guaranteed federal protection most comeé and we believe with the
help of god it will come. Thank you."



Mrs. Marshall: "First of all, I’d like to thank ¥Mrs. .
Clinton, Mr, Thomas and all others involved, for inviting my
family to be a part of this special event for a very important
issue. ,

First of all, I would like to say that if only everyone out
there knew, how much joy and happiness Kayla and Terry have
brought into me and my husband’s life, everyone would be lined up
at all adoption agencies everywhere to adopt a child.

My husband and I have been married for 12 years. After
being married ¢ years, we decided we wanted children. Y went to
the doctor angd found cout that I wasn’t able t¢ have children. I
used to always watch a local spot on ocur lecal news program
called, ‘Wednesday’s Child’. They highlight on children that are
up for adoption and need hopes. &0 we decided to c¢all Franklin
County Children’s Services and see how we could go through the
adoption process. .

They invzt&d us to an adoption party in April of 14%2. We
ware there for about an hour and there were hundreds of Xids
there from the ages of new~born to 7 years of age. We were there
and we played with kids, we made balloons, we jumped rope and
then all of a sudden, a little girl comes in. She was late. She
came In and she had her little friend’s hand and I looked at my
husband and I gaid, ‘Look at those jaws, I just love her.’ When
I first saw her, we Knew that she was the one.

She talked to us at lunch, she asked for our fruit that we
didn’t want. She wasn’t shy at all. And so we knew that she was
the one and we called the next day and said that we wanted to )
start our class immediately, we wanted to get her as soon as
gossible,; After we adopted Terry, she wanted sisters and
brothers and so we said, ‘Hey, we’re willing to go and adopt
angther.’ . 8o then, Kavla c¢omes into our life and there’s not a
day that doesn’t go by that she just makes us smile and laugh so
much, And if we had room in our home we would adopt 1,000 kids,
no matter what race, what religion, color. We just love kids,
because Ghildren ars our future,

I rem&mber when one day we didn't have kids, hack when we
didn’t have kids, we adopted 15 children, nieces, nephews,
nalghbars{ kids, and we went to the Ice Capades. We took up a
whole row. We came back to cur one bedroom apartment, we threw a
kig p&}&ma party for 15 c¢hildren. 8¢, I mean, if we had room, we
would adopt more, but we don’t have the room in our home but we
do have the room in our hearts. And we would like to let the
kids know ithat are waiting for families and homes to keep the
faith and with a little bit of help, hope and prayer, you’ll all
have a fagily and a home some day. Thank you."

H
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Deanna Moppin: "My name ig Deanna Lee Moppin. I have been
in SRS custody ever since I was five years old. I was removed
from my birth home because of sexual abuse. I was then placed in
a new home whera T remained for seven years, but then we seemed
to have some proklems so I was removed from that home along with
two other of the girls that were in there.

We were placed in a shelter in Topeka, Kansas where we
remained for a few nights before moving on te the villages. In
the villages, I have two foster parents and there are nine other
kids living with me. The foster parents try to help us feel good
about ourselves and they try to help us with our preoblems and
they do the best to £ingd us all good homes that we will happy in.

Some ©f the kids have nowhere to go, so they just have to
keap putting one foot in front of the other and hope for the best
while making goals for themselves until they reach their
destination.

For most of them their destination is adoption. It is also
one of mine., The reasons that I want to get adopted is usually
if T want to go to the movieg, I have to ask my house parents and
they have to ask my village social worker who has to ask my
spcial worker -- and then it has toe come back the same way. That
usually takes awhile. And if I want c¢lothes, I have to ask my :
house parents who have to ask my village social worker who has to
ask my social worker. There is alsc paper work that needs to be
done and that usually takes up to aboul three weeks.

The other reasons that I want to be adopted is I would have
a place that I could call howe. I would have a room that I could
call my room. I would have a family that T could love and would

iove me hack.

I wrote a poem about waltlnq for a home and I would like to
share it wlth you now: : ,

My ne:vaa cringe with excitement as I must wait,
I don’t know when it will happern, there is no date.

H
'

My one wish that I hope to come true.
Will you make my wish come true, will you?
i

I gon‘t want to be here forever, I want a homs.
Please get me out of this system and cut of this donme.

Does ﬁnyona want me; it feels like three whole years.
I am $ti)ll waiting for you, I’m so close to tears.

I want to live happy with my spirit so free.
Only you can make it happen; when will it be?

ERH



The papers are hers, you have finally heaxd.
"I'd fly to you now if I were a bird.

One question left; Do we make a palr?
Are you somebody who will really care?

I hopé you‘re the one for other choices have come..
1’11 go through them all for my <hoice should not be dumb.

I‘ve alwaya heen hoping for this day to arrive.
%1thcut a good family I could not survive.
1
My nerves beil with excitement I no longer wait.
I knaw when it will happen and I do know the date.

4
H
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Mrs. Clinten: "I want to thank everyone who’s here and all
of the participants. I want to invite all of you into the State
fining Room where there will be a reception and some cookies and
things for'all of the children who have demonstrated
&xtraordlnary patience this afterncon. I just want to end with’
something that really, T think, achoes what everyone said. The
primary responsibility for children 1ies with the parents and
parents have the highest obligation to their own c¢hildren and
should do everything in their power to take care of those
children. But somstimes for a lot of reasons that ¢go back to the
beginning of human history, that responsibility is not accepted.
And then all the rest of us, I 'think, have the responsibility.
We are a part of every child’s famlly whether we acknowledye it
or not. And so in any way that we can, we gshould try to accept
that responsibility and give the love and attention that every
child who was born deserves to have. And so that’s what we hope
the r@suitiof this National Adoption Month campaign will lead to
-~ ROLE and more Americans accepting responsibility for all our
children. ;Thank you very much.®

11
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tody decisions must be made. Regardless of individual
feelings, everyone involved in the process, especially a
parent, has an obligation to temper the pain children will
inevitably experience.

Anyone wha has raised children knows how atrached

they are to the security of routine. Long after divorce, .

they usually harbor hopes that their parents will recon-
cile. The anxieties that come with divorce require thar
parents do whatever they can to avoid creating additional
uncertainty, Parents need 10 remember thar Iirtle things
often matter most—maintaining mealtimes, helping
with homework, teliing bedtime stories, taking weekend
xrsiam, praying together. Children’s nesds must come

In deference to their children’s feelings of shock,
abandonment, and insccurity, adults have to control their
own feelings, whether they are relieved and pleased at
leaving a marriage, or angry and resentful at being left.
This requires a degree of awareness and self-control that
can be hard to muster inr the midst of so traumatic an
zvent, -

Simple acts of decency and civility may be most im-
portant: Refusing to criticize the other parent to a child.
Providing a decent level of child support, because your
child deserves to be taken care of financially, regardiess
of your feelings about your former spouse. Honoring the
times you promise to spend with your child. Using thar
tme 1o become involved with your child’s Life, whether
by attending sports events, volunteering at school, or
simply sitting together talking. Making the effort & ccl-

- ebrate birthdays and holidays and artend schoo! perfor--

mances. Sparing your child adult disagreements.
As 2 lawyer, | handled my share of divorce cases znd

IT TAXES A VILLAGE 4%

tried my hardest to keep the parties out of court by
working to help them solve their disagreements. Time
and again [ saw otherwise rational adults, twisted by
revenge, jealousy, of greed, artempting to use their chil-
dren as bargaining chips. Watching one parent brow-
beat the other over child support or property division
by threatening to fight for custady or withheld visita-
ton, | aften wished I could call in King Seolomon to
arbitrate.

That wise king, ficed with two women who both
claimed to be the mother of a child, ordered that the
child be cut in twe, so each could receive half the body.
The wornan who ¢ried out that Solomon should give the
¢hild to the other, rather thas kill him, revealed herself as
the real mother by placing the child’s welfare above the
contest over his custody. How I wish thae all modera-day
parents, divorce lawyers, and fudges would put so high a
priority on determining a child's best interests.

There are signs of hope, however. Some courts now
require that divorcing parents artend classes to learn
about the potential effects of divorce on their children.
They ace given training in ways of keeping their children
out of marital conflict, opening up lines of communica-
tion, and arranging for parenting to continue in a loving
and supportive manner.

1 admire the way the Parent Education Program in
Columbus, Ohio, treats diverce as 2 public health issue,
“because it constitutes 1 major life stress for 40 percent of
American children and can pur many of these children at
risk for long-lasting difficulties that can derai] their de-

velopment,” Twenty-thres states have already established — — - .,

voluntary child custody medistion programs, znd four
more require mediation through starewide programs.
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In Michigan, the Friend of the Court system unyvesti-
gates and makes recommendations on custody, visita~
tion, and support in all domestic relations marters,
inchuding divorce, The total population of Michigan is
only about 4 percent of the nation’s, yer that ons state re-
peatedly collects more child support than any other—ro
pereent of the nation’s total in 1991, At the same time,
the state stnictly enforces visitation rights, in Ene with its
philosophy of treating “the non-custodial parents as
more than simply a bififold.”

It is incumbent on the village—friends, teachers, me-
diatars, counselors, and ministers, among others—to ad-
vocate for children during and after divoree, sspecially
when parents cannot or will not be there for them,
Adults beyond the immediate family reached out to my
mother, giving her enough support to make it through a
difficult childhood. Similarly, the Louisiana teenager
wheo wrote to me found 2 male role model in a friend of
rhe family.

A long-term study of children in Hawait examined
why scme children from poor and broken homes were
resiient in the face of adversity while others were not.
The study found that resilience depended on many fac-
tors, key among them the dependability of the adules in
the child’s ife and the social supports available to the
famnily.

Although children’s reletionships with parents, parae-
ularly their mothers, were found to be especially impor-
tant, relationships with siblings, gracdparents, other
adult caregivers, teachers, minisrers, and neighbors were

significant t0o. The study reported that positive changes. -
in behavior and attitudes were possible even after early

childhood, *if the older ¢hild or adolescent encounters

IT TAKES A VILEAGE

new experiences and people who give meaning o one’s
Life, and a reason for commitment and caring.”

Anyonc can provide that reason for commitment and
curing, as long as he or she is stable and devoted to the
best initerests of the child. When a parent needs help, in-
dividuals in the village can puil a child into their émbrace
and provide guidance and support, informally or through
organizations like Big Brothers/Big Sisters or Boy and
Gird Scouts. .

In the terrible times when no adequate parenting is
available and the village isself must act in place of par-
ents, it accepts those responsibilities in all our names
through the authority we vest in government. That
means our city, county, and state social welfare services
are not only the province of their employees. They inter-
vene in families 1o protect children on our behalf. And
by any fair assessment of our foster care and adoption
systern, we are not doing a good job taking care of our
children.

Approximately 450,000 children are in our foster care
system at any gven ume, and close 1o 0,000 of them
will not be reunited with their families, Too many chil-
dren are in limbo for far too Jong. There are not ¢nough
qualified foster parents to go around, and those who are
available are frequently discouraged from forming warm
attechments with children whose Rstures are still uncer-
rain, Caseworkers are overwhelmed by the numbers of
children for whom they are responsible and by the sever-

ity of the emotional and physical damage many have suf-
fered.

~ - Loving adults are eager to offer permanent homes™to™

many of these children. But the American adoption
| process can be 2 nightmare of complex regulations,

——
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outdated assumptions, and institutional inertia. Public
adoptions can take years, and private adoptions may be
too costly for many 1o afford. One woman wrote to tell
me how she and her husband, both musicians, had spent
thousands of doliars adopting a litde boy who is “the joy
of our life.” When her cousin's teenage daughrer recently
became pregnant and could not afford to keep her child,
the same couple volunteered to adopt again. As simple as
this case should have been—the parents and baby being
members of the same extended family and all parties
agreeing to the adoption—it still cost upward of $4,000
because of legal fees and paperwork.

For others, there is the shadow of fear cast by uncom-
men but highly publicized cases in which birth parents
sue to reverse an adoption. A forty-year-old newscaster 1
met in New Mexico wanted to adopt bur was discour-
aged by notorious cases like that of Baby Richard, in
which a child lived happily with his adoptive parents
until his birth father won custody of him z few years
later. However raze they are, such cases undermine peo-
ple’s faith in our adoption system and encourage them to
look to other countries for children, while so many of our
own country’s children go without proper care or love.
At an event in the East Room of the White House pro-
moting National Adoption Month, thirteen-year-old
Deanna Maoppin spoke cloquently about the longings of
these children: "1 would have & place that 1 would call
home. ] would have a room that ] would call my room. 1
would have a family that I could love and would love me
back.”

- Adoption in America is also made more difficult be--

cause of a historical bias against interracial adoptions,

17T TAKES & VILLAGE

which can mean interminable waiting untii children are
matched with parents of the same race, Although many
adopting parents would prefer to bring up children who
share their own cultural and racial identity, many others
do not have a preference and would gladly take a child of
a different background. Today, despite heroic efforts by
groups like One Church, One Child, there are far more
minority children needing homes than there are same-
rsce homes for them. To prevent these children from

- languishing in foster care, my husband signed legislation

and ordered that new guidelines be pur in place to pro-
hibir federally funded agencies from using race as the.
sole deciding factor in placing children.

The village can take it further. We could set a goal of
reducing our foster care and adoption rolls by 100,000
children each year for the next five years by moving chil-
dren either back home or into adoptive families, which-
ever 15 in their best interests. We could be willing to
terminate parental rights more quickly whenever physi-
cal or sexual abuse 1 involved, We could recruit qualified
citizens to share with overworked social workers, lnw-
yers, and judges the burden of moving children's cases
through the courts. We could make decisions by birth
parents to give up children for adopiion more difficult to
overturn, especially when a chuld has already become
strongly attached to an adoprive family. We could ensure
that povernment continues to cover some of the costs as-
sociated with adoption. We could enlist more businesses
to follow the leadership of Wendy's president Dave
Thomas, who has been vocal about businesses subsidiz-_

~ing adoption costs as well” In"these and other ways, we

can see 10 it that considerations like regulations, money,
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skin color, and even parental nights and adult preroga-
tives take a back seat to the love znd security children so
deeply need.

Discussions of modern families often miss the point.
Although the nuclear family, consisting of an adult
mether and father and the children to whom they are bi-
ologically related, has praved to be the most durable and
effective means of meeting children’s needs over time, it
is not the only form that has worked in the past or the
present. I know many successful adulrs, like my mother
and roy husband, who were raised in families that did not
fit the conventional mold. Others | know thrived in the
care of biological and adoptive surrogates, and even in
foster care or institutions. What a family looks tike to
outsiders is not a5 important as whether adults know
what children need to develop positively, and work o
fulfill their responsibilities to each other and to their
children.

In addition, however, every society requires x critical
mass of families thar fit the waditional ideal, both to
meet the needs of most children and to serve as 2 model
for other adults who are raising children in difficult set-
tings. We are at risk of losing that critical mass (n Amer~
ica today. Parenting has never been easy, but today, when
most adults consciously choose to become mothers and
fathers, we owe an even higher degree of Jove and respect
to the children we bring into this world.

Whatever the strengths and weaknesses of the fami~
lics we grew up in, we get a second chance at domestic
happiness when we create 2 family of our own. Bl and 1

" have watched with joy as Roger and bis wife, Molly, and
" my brother Tony and his wife, Nicole, have joined us in

parenthiood. We've been impressed with the willingmess

IT YAKES A VILLAGE
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our brothers have shown to participate in the datly tasks
of child care, and particularly with Roger, who learned
by negative example the importance of 2 father’s influ-
ence on a son'’s life. Every parent makes mistakes, some-
times serious ones. But if we find mediating influences
along the way, as Roger found in his mather, brother, ex-
tended family, and wife, we can learn even from the
painful lessons our upbringing has to teach us.

Those of us who work hard enough-—and are lucky
enough—to create a flourishing family Life have 2 bounty
of joy and security to share with others Jess fortunate. By
extending our good fortune, we create a village that ac-
knowledges children as our first allegiance and strives to
ensurc that every child has at least one charapion.

—— v T
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¢ - By Hillary Regham Clinton

Ler's Make Adoption
Easier, Less Gostly

ke fired 3ime § met Mothey Terese was not in an wrhan
: slus ¢f & remote vidtage in Tudis hat in the fancy ballroom
i . of 8 Washington hotel. It was Februtry, 1994, and she had
Imt delivered & speach sgainst sbartion at the National Preyer
] st When she finished her remueks, she pulled me otide
Cfor & chat o, .
' Bhe twid me about her homes for orphased shildren in New
Deihi and Chlevtia and asked for my help in ,u;ztz:& aﬁ & sipilnr
hame for shandened and peglected babies In Washinglon §
agreed to wark on the prof ihougnm difiar on some issugs,
we foupd cammon ground op adepiion. So we sat snd taiied
about how o find homes for the hundreds of thousands of
Amaricen children who need Josing femilien,
' ‘guz Ister, my desghter end I visited Mother Terssa's home
for shildren i New Deihl. Thare were tog meny cribs mnd too few
tnitets, and there was oo Hithe space. Thete et oo way the place |
could ever pass inspection B gny American ¢ify Hui thers wees
ateo dorens of besusifid Babley, mostly girly, belpg fed, clothed,
sheltered gnd loved antil they coulc iu adoated,
i These Lnges stayed with we when I ratozned home, [ was even .
mare detersined o help Maother Teress bring to Waskingion the
o fon § had witnessed In india. Bue you canngt imagine how
red tape was getting In my.way. {ronically, many reguls-
tigns designed to protact ohildeen often gvariook whet kids peed
meats love and mitention. .
¢ Finelly, on ¢ sweltering 8»3 this past June, the Mother Terpas
Home for Children opened in an sffivert redidential neighbor.
hood of the vations capital 1k i3 s tws-atory Tudor heirse with &
swimming poed [n the back yard, donated by a semarkebly
pentrous persod) Who chose 10 rémain smonymous. AL the dedica.
tion ceremony, Mother Teresa walked me theougk brighdy
paintzd rooms Dled with cribs, bossinets end stoffed animata,
¢ Afbough it will secommodate only ¢ight children, this home &
& crucial aep in awskenitg Americans 1o the ¢risly of adoption.
. We shanld worry tess sbout how meny e1ibs can be placed in s
o ang nsors L how pany children can be piaced with
. koving families. And instéad of yelling &t one another ghoui
sbortion, we should spend our spsrgy making adoptions easier, if
that were to happen, there muudd be far fewer abertions snd for
" more chiidren in Bappy i . _
- “Today; there ore ebout 456000 children In the United States
who need prrmaseat fomilies, Thers sre tens of thoussady of
parents seeking o sdopl. Yet every day, romplex rzﬁix&m&
ourdatesd assumptions and wrmf»iw‘aézd im stand in ihe way of
bringing these parenis and children toguther .

For some Americans, sich 83 8 women whe wrole o me
recently, caat 19 the biggest bertier. She and her husband, both
musicigns, \:Ptnt thousands of dollors sdopting & L boy 2ix

. yours ago. When Ber cousin's daughter receatly became pregnant
a4 xgo 19 and sould ot afferd to &%sm chid, e same couple
volunteersd te sdopt nﬁ:l‘n. As slmpie 3 this case should Jave
been-—the parecis g baby were mumbers of the seme extendsd

ey and £3F parties agreed to e adoptiomeit s ot upward
of $4.000 beesuse of fres andd paper work.

For oihars, there Iy & fep? faeter. A 40-vear-oid newscaster T et

in New Maxico wab intecested i adopting but wae
& sged By highly publiciued cases duch 5s Baby Richard's, in
whichi birth parests sexk o reclaio custody of sdopted children,
" Decisions ¥ give up children for sdoption should be difficalt ip
roverturn; tha decition (0 return the child to the biologioal parents
wor 4o uphold the adoption should be rmede a8 quickly & poesible,
Ne shauld be left in Hmbo, -

The process sl is made more Sillicult brcause of '8 historica)
.bias sgalnat interrosinl sdoptiony, which can msan endisss waiting
entl? children are matehed with parenty of the same race.

“Todwy, there wre far mare minerity. ¢hildren needing homas
JihEn are being plsced far sdoption. To prevent these childesn
from langulshing in Rmter care, new guidelives are-now in place
that will peadifidt federally funded agencies from using rare 25 8

. Tactar in placing childeen. .

T Weulda't it e wondesful if wa did ﬁomezhi%zm&ic albuui

" adoption™ Why ot ast & gosi of placing 106000 children each
yeut for the next five yees? To do this, we would pave to make
sdaptlon esader end enfst volinteer lawyers angd jndies o speed

up the legs! process. And we should also Isllow Mother Teresa's
model, i which cemsiderations such s money, regulations and
kin cuior ds not outwelph the mere important gt of fove.

't Hilary Radhant Clintans eofumn opperrs svery Sunday in
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TALKING IT OVER
BY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
RELEASE: WEEKEND, OCTOBER 28-29, 1885

Whaon ifﬁrst began writing this column more than three months ago, | hoped fo
cecasionally u%e this space 1o respond to the many people who write to me.

S¢ far, I have received more heartwarming and thought-provoking letters than |
can count. | aiac have recgived a few angry lotters whose contents cannot be
published in &sfamtly NEWSpaper.

I've heard from a class of second. and third-graders in Kansas who are
concamad about polhution, a man from lilincls who is campaigning against tobacco
use, and a retires in Florida worrled about the high cost of health care.

A boy from Texas wanted to know what Socks eats {dried cat food) and a
10-yaar-old in Minnesota asked how many rooms are in the White House {132).

{wish | cczﬂd respond to &l of these letters in this column. Instead, | can only
answer g few.
Many readors wrote in rosponsea to my colume in July about our nation's
complioated system of adoption and the thousands of needy children who are waiting
for permanent, Ipving homas. Not surprisingly, T heard from iots of people who said
they wore eager to adopt children bt had becoma overwhelmed by the long walt, red
tape and high wst involved.

A Florida woman, frustratad by a lack of communication among edoption
agancias and government social workers, summed up the feelings of many
prospoctive adoptive parents: "I know there Is a litte girl in this country somewhers
waiting for my iimm;a."

One couple from Oregon, tying to adopt through a county agency, was tolg that
it might take several years before a child was avaifable. Their altemative, to adopt
through a pﬁva?e agency, could cost $16,000 or mores,

Bscaaag thoso problems are so wideapread -- and because so many childran
cantinue o languish in foster care - | recently gat tagether a group of expaerts,
adoption advocates and concermned parents 1o 5&2;3 people learn mare aboyt adoption
and to make the process simpler and more efficient for waiting parents. There is no
- 82500 S0 many loving parsnts cannot be united with children desperate for their care
\_fné atiantion, |

| also have raceived mailbags of lotters about my trip te the United Nations .
Fourth Worki Conference on Women in Beljing in September. Some people were

£
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concarnad about my participation, and many othars ware onthugiastic about it. A fow
expressed their outrage over infanticide and coerced aborilons in Ghina, problems
that peoplo became more aware of becauss the conference was heid there. Others
wondered if the confarenca would rgally make a differance in improving women's
rights around the wotid.

| bolieve the conferenca was an important and historic first step In giving women
the tools thay need fo lead productive lives. More than 180 nationg agreed for the first
time that women are integral to the economic, political and sogial life of every country
and that gEcbaf.i paace and prosperity depend on the wall-haing of woman,

However, the conference in Beijing will only be a lasting success if
govamments, gnstiiutiaas and each of us in our own lives work 1@ snsure that womean
are full and equal partners in soclety. Here at homs, for exampla, the President has
creglad g Speaf:iai White House Council orn Women that will enable govermmant
agencias 10 work together and reach out to privats organizations 1o fulfill the goals of
the women's conference,

Health Issues were on the minds of many readers. | heard from scores of Gutf -
War veterans and thelr families, who were concarned about the government's
rasponse 1o llinesses commaonly referred o as Guif War Syndrame. | hope those
familios, man§ of whom havs suffered greatly, know that the President has established
an advisory aémm:‘t{aa to investigate Gulf War veterans' ilinesses. -

Perhaps the most gratitying health-related letter | receivad came from Miriam
Murtha, a Virginia woman who got & mammogram as a result of our breast canesr
awareness campaign that began earfier this year. Mer screening found two malignant
tumors before they could spread to other parts of har body. ™ will be having reguiar
checkups from now on,” she wrote,

Children atso wrote io me with suggestions and questions. Many wondered it |
coulkd raise their allowances, lower the voling age or send them free tickels to
Washington. (Sorry, t canl.)

Ang quita a fow offarad their own editorial commants. *I think there should be no
mora drugs. { dont want any more guns and no more pollution,” wrote Brandon
Jackson, a second-grader from Kansas.

To Brandon and everyone else who wrote to me over these last fow months,
thanks for talking things over with ma.

COPYRIGHT 13485 CREATQOHRS SY&%)ZQATE, INC.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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weeping ehazzg&:ﬁ inadop-
‘;« tion practicss are faking
N piavﬁ 1o the United States and
sather western countries, The
.zuzz\}mzent is generally away
tram confide mzaiiw fmd o
"’wc:c,y towand inore vpca»
‘yess” i ,i&op’fz(m in W%&Z
i exlizcr'm*dmwi? or divec] eéne
*r}mg; I between the
Febildy families b birth and
‘*by adopiion. DR

ADOPTION: A LIFELONG JOURNEY FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES
Opmmsss N Aaeprlem “

;";* Why such changas? F:rst,
. S the practice oanf:&emmlzzy in adop-
Ytion was Baséd on saw:m% asqumps
' \.uons’ that birthmothers, once wioted”
‘by the Stigma_of illegitimacy, would
¢ Wl]lmbly r(*lmqulsh“’ their childven |
i order 10 et cmfwnh t}}w Tives:”
r,llmr adbplive p’nﬁ:ms who were infer
’lllt, would be ableito build a iy
% lhmubh ‘tdnptmn just &6 i they had
LAabeir own children;” “and that
-{ adopud th!dmn would he mtegrated
a.mw the new famtlxes with mmlmal
‘ thfivulty and’live happrly ever after.
1 ag (f they, were blologlcnl children-of
1, ihcse parents, But- i,he:st: assumptions
CAre not accurate; Blrlhmulhers don't
,forgci ihat. they gave “bifth, 1n fact,
A Lany of them spmd the rest of their.
: ‘*hv::v. wondering how their children
. «m: duing. !&a]upuve PALEnLs can't pre-,
T rend that a child is their own by birth,

’**wpi,u.,zﬁ} if they look di flevent or

Bibave different interests of talents, And,
* hdopted chiliren cannot pretend they
1 had no history %:mft}re the adoption.
‘%zm are their roozs? What piece of
thm identhy pﬁzzie is missing?
Whem do they luek tike or taik like?
> Aod why shouldnll they know their”
o bivlogical mms? |
Y Becond. the p&ai of b:zbz;,s availe
a%xii* furrs adoption has shrunk because

4

“of the av&z%abzizzy of aberzzm ami ihc
dea:mzsed stigma assecmzed with
smg,lzz p’;renimg ‘i‘hxs&s adaption,
“agendies have had’ fﬁwgz babi&& HE
plage. e .
Third, gwwmg
,zczoptui ;x rsoms are relurning ta the
agencies thar placed them yeuts bés
' fore 1o scek’information abow their
birthiamilies, Bzz%i‘zparems have been
more kcml} aware of the pcsszbz?zz;f
.of baving at least somé knowledge of
_their childrens well-being 36 they are

. growing up, and {he}f are samcnmcs,

forming search groups in grder ta es~
, tablish Huks with the children they
pi.tced through confidential proce-
_dures. Adoptive families are comact-

lnb .igi"nf‘lES to get mform,ltmn &bi}l,l[.

birthfamilies because they cannal
adegliately answer their thl{l"i‘.llb
(uestions. © g ‘
(_onqequemiy, .1gem.us h«wz,
found that options that inclade open
ness are attractive to birthparens who
might place with them, and many
tdoption profcsslonals feel that opern-

ness is in the' bcsl mlcrcsts of the:

child., This changg has been very con-
troversial, Some adoption specialists
argue that fully open adoption should

be standard practice for everyone amd
Contiinticd o6 puge J

z‘zumbu% i}f\

MiD-LiFE REFLECTIONS
" ON ADOPTION

I: was a recurrent dream. A lJarge,
ol Victorian house with at least
three siories and a cavernous base-
ment inan unknown city, Its wood is
rich, but dark, the hallways are nar-
row and poorly lit, Where there were
wimlows, they were a bit smudged so

Jotha what light came through was dif-

fuse and pale. The doors (o the out-
sile were loose or sometimes nongx-
isteni sp thal a chill wind blew
. through them, Ye1, it wasn u fright,
ening place—no ghosts inhabited it,
110 creatures menaced from its shad-'
owy corpers—it was szmpiy empty.
‘There was no furniture in il mwc%z‘.ﬂ.
Nzg}zi aftet night for.us’ kmi,, as'k, caa
z*cmcmhr i wa%é{ed its, foers, fron
“bascurent o ndlic, sptuerbiies stap-
.ping 1o rest or sie{:p fizfn]iy usually.
onaseat in a bdy window, Sometines
throtigh the window | c{mié see
blurry faces going by as if | werd on a
Jrain moving {ht{mgh @ cmwded 81~
tion. Throughout the years two things
have never changed: fwis always ceifé
and | was always alesies <,

Far years i made oo antempt 1o,
crmtc meaning from. this {{.i)i‘iiiwé

. image: fbcn gag night, 1 i}’;ii 3 i

cally diffevont dream zizaz Lve et

ing 1o the first 2wl ¥),1zzz%§zc§ Bope,

cever. 1 dredmed of 2. médam
mnci»slvic house withe m}{:iu:i {f(?iéi“*i
between the living room amnd a patio
enclosed by clear glass walls, | was
showing a ftignd throngh the houss
and Bad deammically pushed epen the

sturdy doors revealing o szrz?mg -

age that imprinted isell us T awak-
ened. The patio was Blled with f’lrmZ‘
iar furnituere, kaickknacks, peeple
“dned bright sunlight!
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MEHOR&QQ&MiFOR THE SECRETARY OF HEALTE AND HUMAN SERVICES
; THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
i THE SECRETARY COF LABOR

. THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE
| THE DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT

December xx, 193¢

SUBJECT: | Steps to Increase Adoptions and Other Permanent
Placements for Waiting Children in the Foster Care
System

As we enter this Holiday Season and reflect on the importance of
family in our own lives, let us remember the tens of thousands of
our nation's children who live without perm&nenh homes and caring
families.

Today, there are over 450,080 children in America in our nation's
foster care system. More than half have been in foster care for
two years or more. While the great majority of these c¢hildren
will return home, for about ong in five, returning home is not an
option, and they will need ancother home, one that is caring and

safe. ‘These children wait far too long ~- typically over three
years, but for many children much longer -~ to be placed in
permanent homes, Each year, state child welfare agencies secure
homes for less than one~third of the children whose goal is QALJY
adoption or ancther permanent placemsnt. I know we can do thw«
hetter. kﬂ
?ﬂl—
I am committed to giving waiting c¢hildren what every child in
Ameyvica deserves —- loving parents and a healthy, stable home.

I believe we should work toward a goal of at least doubling the
number of walting c¢hildren who are adopted or permanently placed
from the public foster care system by the year 2002. Of the over
430,000 children in the nation's foster care system,
approximately 20,000 were adopted last year and approximately
7,000 were permanently placed in legal guardianships. While the
number of adoptions each year has bsen constant for many years, I
believe that by working with states to¢ identify barriers to
permanent placement, setting numerical targets, rewsrding
successful perfeormance and raising public awareness, we can meet
the geal of at least 54,000 children adopted or permanently
placed from the public foster care system in the year 2002.

Today, therefore, I direct the Secretaries of Health and Human
Services, Treasury, Labor and Commerce and the Birector of the
Cffice of Personnel Management to tazke the fsllowing actions:

1} Within sixty days, the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, in consultation with state and civic leaders, wili

i
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report to me on actions to be taken to double the number of
children in foster care who are adopted or permanently placed out
of the public foster care system by the year 2002. This report
should include, but should not necessarily be limited to,
recommendations in the following areas:

{a) Plans to work with states on setting and reaching state
specific numerical targets, through technical
assistance, initiatives to involve community leaders,
parents, the business and faith communities, and
national rescurce centers to make information on best
practices available to states. The details of the
technical assistance program should be incliuded in my
buéget submission to Congress this coming FPebruary:

{b} Prcposals to provide financial per c¢hild incentives to
states for inecreases in the number of adoptions from
the public welfare system. Options considered should
have little to no net costs, as increases in the number
of adoptions from the public system will reduce foster
care costs, thereby offsetting much if not all of the
incentive payments* The details of this program should
be included in my budget submission to Congress this
coming February:

(¢} A strategy to ensure continued aggressive
implementation of the Multi-ethnic Placement Act;

(d} Plans to compile and publish an annual state-by-state
report on success in meeting the numerical targets; and

{e) A strategy to recognize successful states.

2} Within sixty days, the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, in consultation with state and c¢ivice leaders, will
report to me on recommended changes to federal law and
regulations and other actions needed to move c¢hildren more
rapidly from foster cars to permanent homes. The goal for all
children in our nation's foster care system is permanency in a
safe and stable home, whether it be returning home, adoption,
legal guardianship or another permanent placement. The law
should be strengthened to emphasize the importance of planning
for permanency as soon as a child enters the foster care system.
Barriers that needlessly kegp children in foster care should be
removed. The Secretary's report should include, but should not
n&a&&sarxiy be limited to, recommendations in the following
areas:

{a} Plans to provide states with funding to identify
barriers to permanency and to develop targeted
strategies to achieve permanent homes for children who
;have been in foster care a particulariy long time. The

-2=



details of this program should be included in my budget
submission to Congress this coming February;

in} Proposals to shorten the period of time between 2
child's placement in fostey care and his or her initial
hearing at which a permanency determination is made;

{c} A strategy to clarify that the purpose of
*dispositional hearings® is to plan for permanency,
and, as appropriate, to consider referrals for family
mediation, termination of parental rights, adoption,
legal guardianship or other permanent placements;

{d} A strategy to clarify the reasonable efforts
requirement and its implications for permanency;

{e} -Plans to ensure that states give appropriate. weight to
permanency planning by establishing standards for
securing permanency through adoption or guardianship,
once a decizion has been made that the child cannot be
returned home; and

{£} Plans to examine alternative permanency arrangements
such as guardianship, when adoption is notl pessible.

3. Last month, I signed a proclamation designating November as
National Adoption Month ~- a time to increase awareness about the
tens of thousands of children waiting for families and to
encourage all Americansg to consider the rewards and
responsibilities of adoption. However, adoption must be a
naticonal concern throughout the year. Therefore, I direct:

{a} The Secretary of Health and Human Services to develop
and lead a public awareness effort, including use of
puklic service announcements, print materials and the
}nternat:

i

{b; The Secretaries of Health and Human Bervices and the
Treasury in consultation with state, civic and private
sector leaders to develop and disseminate information
about the new adoption tax c¢redits and cother adoption
benefits;

{c} The Secretaries of Labor and Commerce in <onsultation
with state and civic leaders to identify and recognize
companies in the private sector with model policies to
encourage and ease adoption among employees; and

{d} The Director of the Office of Personnel Management to
direct all federal agencies to provide information and
support to federal employees who are prospective
adeptive parents.
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