61729/98 THU 61:28, FAL,
_o1rpdres  11:08 | SEN. CHAFEE

News me

SENATOR JOHN CHAFEE
RHODE | ISLAND

T 4 b
508 maxsmi BUILDING WASHINGTON D.C. 20510-3802 {202)224-2021

FOR IMMEDJATE RELEASE Contact:  Nicholas J. Graham
Wednesday AM, January 28th, 1998 202/224-6167

CHAFEE: “CONGRESS MUST ENACT BIPARTISAN
5y

“HILD CARE LEGISLATION THIS YE
Senator, Other Lawmakers, Unveil ‘Comprehensive,
Innovative and Balanced’ Child Care Legislation

Washington, D.C, —~ U5, Senator John H. Chafee, a sénior member of the
Finance Cormmittes and longtime advocate for affordable and quality day care
programs, ]amad sther lawmakers at a press conference in the Capitol this morning to
unveil a comprehensive, balanced child ¢are proposal that he sald would have a
positive impact on millions of children and working parents if enacted.

Chafee said the new child care bill which he and others lawmakers crafted
will be a “comprehensive, responsible, balanced and pragmatic approach to a very
critical and timely problem facing parents every day of their lives .

“Last night in his State of the Union Address, the President issued a clear
challenge to Congress to draft and enact legislation to improve child care for working
parents across the nation,” Chafee said. 1 accept that challenge, and state
unequivocally that we ate prepared to meet that challenge with the introduction of this
innmovative, comprehensive child care initiative in the Senate today.”

Chafee added that he believed there were many goals that the President has
outlined on child care that were commendable - such as early childhood development
programs, expanding Head Start, and increasing funding for the Child Care and
Development Block Grant (CCDBG) program - which Chafee helped author in 1989

“There is no question that child care 1s a major challenge in the daily lives of
parents everywhere, in terms of both the affordability and avatlability of quality day
care. For most families in Amenca today, child care is not an option, but a necessity,
For most working parents, child care is not a luxury, but a fact of everyday life.
Furthermare, action is needed now - more than ever before o1 ¢hild care - because we
cannot expect welfare reform to work well if we do not provide affordable, accessiblie
and quality day care to parents waking the transition from welfare to work.”

- MORE -
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“The carrent system is unfair to lower and middle income families where
one parent wants to stay at home with the children,” Chafee continued. “Currently, the
tax code provides for a tax credit for families that place their children in someone alse’s
care, but no credit for a parent wha stays home with his or her children. This isn’t fair,
and it is certainly not a level playing field for many parents with children. We need to
find a halartce that is fair for all lamilies. The Prestdent’s proposal does nothing to
address the concerns and financial needs of stay-at home parents who choose to care for
children, Oy proposal does, and it sets the tone and tenor for the debate on child care.”

“While the refrain is popolar and often heard, it's simply not enough to say
that parents should stay at home and care for children, and call it ‘family values’. We
must match mu* rhetoric with actions - namely, financial incentives which encousage
parents who wmt to stay at home to care for children to be able 1o do go. Onr goal in
this bill is to remove the financial bartiers that mmxzﬁy prevent parenta from making
the cholce to stay at home and caxe fox children in their carly, formative years.”

“We also set an income Lmit on families who benefit from the Dependent
Care Tax Credit (DCTC). Under the curmment system, billionaire and Microzoft CEO Bill
Gates gets the same DCTC as a single mother earning $30,000, because everyone gets
some credit, regardless of income. Bill Gates doesn’t need the assistance. Working
parents do. The President’s proposal does not place any income restrictons on the
DCTC. and T b&iwvg it should ™

Clmfee said the most important and innovative portion of the child care bill
deals with offering tax incentives to parents who choose to stay at home to care for and
raise their children in theix early years, as wall as tax incentives to businesses that
provide on~sxt{ez day care.

But he stressed that the second part of the new bill - addressing quality day
care - was equally necessary. Specifically, the quality component will: double funding
for the Child Care and Develapment Block Grant {an additional 3 billion over five
years); require states to accelerate and improve inspections and enforce existing state
health and safety standards; encourage the development of child care programs for
employees of small businesses through the creation of a small business child care grant
program.,

As 2 senior member of the Finance Committee - which has jurisdietion over
tax policy - Chafee will be in a position to fight for tax incentives for working and stay-at
hone pmmz&, tax credits for small businesses who construct or renovate on-gite or
néar-site day care facilities for workers; and other measures to improve day care.

The 23111 wag introduced by Chafee and Senator Orrin Hateh (R-UT). Original.
cosponeors are Senators Olympia [ Snowe (R-ME), Pat Roberts (R-KS), Aclen Specter
{R-PA}, and Su.sm Collins (R-ME).

s Note: An outline of the bill is attached (2 pp.)
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Summary of Caring for Children Act
to be Introduced by Senators Chafee, Hatch,
Snowe, Roberts, Specter and Collins
‘Wednesday, January 28th, 1998

éais Amend the Dependent Care Tax Credic (DTTC) o —

"'} raise the income level 1o $30,000 at which familiss become aligible for

| the maximum tax credit,

H

i) raise the maximum percentage that parents can dedust of their child care
expenses to 50 percent ] ’

i) reduce credit by 1% for ek §$1,500 sarned over 330,000, ;zhas\ ing out
credit at sws,geo.

b) Extend eligibility of DCTC 1o famnilies with a stay-atvhome pasent by
presurning that a stay-ar-homs parent has minimum child care expenses of 8150
per month; apply other rules as outlined in {(a). Thiz applies to stay-at-homs
parants with children age 3 or under, ’

ample: if one parent eams 330,000, and the other parent siays at
home for one year to care for the child, they would bs eligible for the
following credit: (509%) x (8150/month} & {12 months) = 5500

¢) Promote greater svailability of the Dependent Cars Assistance Program
{DCAP) for families with children by autherizing

$1 million annually for four years for the Department of Labar to conduct
outreach 1o butinesses to promote awareness of the DCAP program,

............ o)

t
f
i
T
|

3y Provide 20% tax cradit of expenses up to $500,000 for employers who
consiiuct, 1Gaovate of OpErate on- or near-site facilittes for child care for their
employess {for 2 maximum credit of $100,000).

B0
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ay Anthorize 330 million per year to jncrease parents’ acoess o

information and to provide technalogicsl assistance to child care éamvidm and
workers 1o imprave the quality of child care. These funds could be used by
HHS for the following purposes:

) tocollscr and disseminate sinte-of-the art information on opics mlated to .
’ child care health and safety, as well as early childhood devel £
: Thizs information could be distributed through brochures, mmt, K
: toll-free information hotline, resourcs and referrgl organizations, ete.

§}  for grants to organizations % develos and a techaology-based
child care ainteg infrastructure to enable child care providers to receive
tl:gl training, educarion and support they need W improve the gquality of
child care.

k) Require stares to beef up inspections and enforce existing state health and
safety standards through a caret/stick appeoach. States that inspect a cortain
percentage of the facilitics are reguired (0 t inder state law wonid
receive 8 10% boost ip thely Child Carc and opment Block Grant
(CCDBO) funding. Starting in the second year, staes that il to meet a2

vabsinonim threshold level of inspections wonld receive a 10% penalty, according

.

to the following timatable:

Year

FY199%: 75% -
FY2000: 30% S0%
FY200L;  100% 75 %

¢} Double the guthorization for the CCDBG (this would amount to ay
additional $5 billion in discretionary funding over 5 years, but would b

phased in over time to keep pace with growing stale capacity).

i “

d) Enco small businesses to dﬂvﬁo&miid cane programs for their

smployees through tha ersation of small business child care grant program.
deraonsiration project authorizes $60 million over 3 years In Competitive

grants to be administerad by the staies,

6} Require fedacal child corc facllities to comply with state health and safery standards.

f) Commission 2 GAQ study to determine the extent to which Habilty concerms

hinders the availabili;ybﬂlf child care, The report could examine whether fears

egmding potential lability exposure deter; employars from estsblishing on or

near-site child care for their employees; schools or communily centers from

allowing their facilides to be uxed for on-site child care; and individuals from

providing child care services in thelr homes. The GAO would have § months to
- goport to Congress <
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Statement by Representative Sander Levin
on
Child Care

Asa mémber of the Ways and Mesans Comunittee, which will be considering portions of
child care legislation, I welcome the proposals put forth today by Senators Chafee, Hatch,
Snowe, Roberts, Specter and Collins.

Many of these proposals parallel those offercd by the President, including an increase in
the maximum Dependent Care Tax Credit ffom 30% to 50% of child care expenses and ratsing
the income ievcii at which families are eligible for the maximum credit to $30,000, a tax credit
for businesses 1o construct, renovate or operate child care facilities, and incentives for states to
enforce their c%;tiid care health and safery standards.

Their ﬁxiepcsai would also expand the child care credit to benefit a family where one

parent works while the other stays home 1o care for their child. This is an interesting

proposal that deserves serious consideration. We need to take steps to accomplish both
goals: (3) enhancing the role of parents in raising their children; and {2} assuring that guality
child care is available where needed for working parents.

Ena::m1g child care legislation that stays within budget constraints will not be easy and
will likely require some difficult choices. But if any issue deserves bipartisan diseussion and
efforts, it is the 'care of our nation’s youngest children.

I look forward ta working with my colleagues on both sides of the aisle in the Ways
and Means Committee, and with the Administration to enact meaningful child care legislation
in 1998, i
Y
I
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CHED CARE

Eight years ago, Congress passed and President Bush signed the landmark Child Care and
Developrment Bi:}ck {3rant Act. [ was proud 1o have halped lead the effort, and I am proud of what
our states have been able to accomplish since its implementation.

But, it is also clear that we must do more to help families, In my home state of Utah, more
than half of the children under age 6 have either their only parent or both parents in the workfores,

The “Child Care Connection,” 2 Tour-county vescurce and referral program, reported last
year that there were five major Sal Lake zip codes that had zero openings for infonts.

Utah child care offi cials have reported that there are 100 few slots generally for infanty and
toddlers and for special needs children, ‘

itis myfp[casum to he here today with Senators Chafee, Snowe, Roberts, and Specrer,
each of whom has 2 long track record of involvement in child care issues. We beliove that we have
developed a comprehiensive, yet realistic, child care proposal that will augment the ability of the
child care block grant 1o seeve families in cach state,

Of pasticular note, this proposal recognizes the choice that many families make to have ons
parent remain at home as primary caregiver. As important as it is to assist low- and middle-income
families with n}:mgary out-of-home child ¢care expenses ~ and our proposal will increase the
Dependent Care Tax Credit for such families -~ it is also important for us to realize the value of &
parent i the ht}mc and that the sacrifice of a second income is also a child care expense.

Additionally, our propesal will not create major new programs in need of permanent
funding. We 4%0 not intend to spend federal dollars on bigger bureancracy in the name of
expanding child cars. 'We want available resouroes to be put dircctly in the hands of parents
through tax c:%dits and in the hands of states (0 address specific gaps i avaiiabifity and
enforcement of health and safety standards,

T am enthusiastic about the legislation we will be introducing and look foward te working
toward its passage. o '
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Summary of the “Caring for Children Act”
Sponsored by Senators Chafee, Hatch, Snowe,
Raoberts and Specter

2} Amend the Dependent Care Tax Credit (DCTC) to -

i} raise the income level o 330,000 at which families become ehgible for the
maxinom ax credit.

4) raise the maximum percentage that parents can deduct of their child care
expenses to 50 percent,

iii) reduce credit by 1% for cach $1,500 earned over $30,000, phasing out
credit at $105,000,

b Exzt_imql etigibility of DCTC to families with a stay-at-home parent by
presuming ihat a stay-at-home parent has minimuom child care expenses of $150
per monthiapply other rales as outlined in (a), This will apply to stay-at-home
parents with childeen age 3 or under.

Example: if one parent earns $30,000, and the other parent stays at home
for onie year to care for the child, they would be eligible for the following
credit: (50%3 x (3150/month) x (12 months) = $900.

5 Pr(}rimtc greater availability of the Dependent Care Assistance Program
(DCAP) for families with children by authorizing $1 million annually for four
years for the Department of Labor to conduct outreach to businesses to promate
awareriess of the DCAP program.

d) Provide 20% tax credit of expenses up to $500,000 for employers who
construct, renovate or aperate o~ ot pear-site factlities for child care for their
employees {for a maximum credit of $100,000).

&) Authorize $50 million per year to increase parents’ access (o tnformation and

_ to provide technological assistance 1o child care providers and workers to

improve the quality of child care. These funds could be used by HHS for the
foliowing purposes:

1) to collect and disseminnate state-of-the art information on opicy
related to child care health and safety, as well as early childbood development.
This information could be distributed through brochures, the Internet, a toll-free
information hotline, resource and referral organizations, ele,
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i} for grants to organizations to develop and operate a technology-based child
care training infrastructure 1o enable child care providers o receive the traming,
education and support they need to improve the quality of child care.

!
b) Require siates to beef up inspections and enforce existing state health and
safety standards through a carrot/stick approach. Siates that inspect a certain
percentage of the facilities they are required to inspect yader state law would
receive 2 10% boost in their Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDRBG)
funding. Starting in the second year, states that fail to meet a minimum threshold
level of inspections would receive a 10% penalty, according fo the following

timetable:
FY1999:  75% -
FY2000:  %0% | 50%

FY200 ?;: 100% 75 %

¢} Doujbiz the authorization for the CCDBG {this would amount to an additional
$5 billion in discretionary funding over 5 years, but would be phased in over time
to keep pace with growing state capacity).

d) Em:!ou small businesses 1o develop child care programs for their
employees through the creation of small business child care grant program, This
demonstration project would authorizes $60 miilion over 3 years in competitive
grants to be administered by the states,

e) Reqi.l ire federal child care facilities to comply with state health and safety
standlards.

£y Commission a GAQ study to determine the extent to which Hability concerns
hinders the availability of child care. The report could examine whether fears
regarding potential liability exposure deter; employers from establishing on or
near-site child care for their emmployees, schools or community centers from
allowing thedr facilities to be used for on-site ¢hild care; and individuals from
previding child care services in their homes. The GAD would have 6 months 10
report to Congress.

|
H

|
o
!

ok TOTHL PREE, 8 %



By ROBERT PEAR

WASEINGTON, Jan, 24 — As an
akernative 10 President Clinton'a
child-care  initisiive, . Republicen
members of Congress are developing

proposals of iholr -own that would

help not oniy parents whoe work out-

side the home, but aloo those who

stay hamae to care for their children.

‘The package is being put together
by an influential group of Republican
senaters ied by John N Chalee of -
Rhode island, with encouragesesnt
from, Republican leaders in the §ea-
.

Moderales Iike Mr. Chafee play a
pivolal rele'on the issue becasse thay |
garnt be expected to wote with g solid-
group of Democrats in support of
major childcare tegislation “this
year.

On Jdan. 7, President Clinton pro-
posed what. B¢ described as “the

targest single brvestment tin child.

care in the nation's history,” a com-
hination of Federal subsidies and tax
credits that would cast $21.7 biflon
over five years, . .

The bill drafted by Mr, Chafee and
hiz colleagues includes some similar
proposals: an ncresse in the Fed-
eral income tax credit that parents:

can take for child-care expanses; a

< new tax credi _for_businesses that

" buitd- or “operate childcare centers
" for employees, and at inerease in the
money that the Federal Government
gives statey 1o subsidize ciilld care,
The Congressional Budget Office
and the Jaint Commitice an Taxation

are still-working 0n €o8t estimates”

for the proposais. Repiublicans said
aoe of their gools wis to_creste i

- package that would cast 29&& than the.‘

Pregidert’s.
The Repebijcans -would, for the.

fiygt-time, aflow parents who stey’

-home to iske.a verminn of the lax
‘wredit atready avallable o working
parents for child-care expenses, -

Thig idea appesls to ail stirty of -
Repuhlicans, inctuding  cohsorvas

faho.
“'I‘he {:em:mmem shwm not g

eriminaté - against parents 'who de.
" cide to ‘stay home and toke care of -
théir kids," sald Mr. Craig, the chalr-.

maxn of the Senate Rt:pubim ?alicy
. Commitice. .

< The moderate Republicmzs wauid
~redesign the existing ax credit’ tor
working parents so thil more of the
bene{xx g0 to famities with iow ar,

moderate incomes. They would t‘e»
duce the tax credit for higherdncame
Mz and elirninate it for parcats
vmh anrual fnvomes over & eer‘min
fevel, perhaps $116,000. .
_ “inder the current system,” sz
Chalee said, *Bill Gates of Microsoft
gels .the same dependent-cars Lk
credit az 8 single mother carning
330,000 a year. This seems grossiy

usinir to me. Meither current law nor-

4

the Pregident’s proposal places any

income restyictions on the tax credit,
and 1 hatigve we should,”

© Senators working with Mr. Chalee
G the Republican aHernative in-
clude Orrin G, Hateh of Utah, Olym-

pit ¥ Snowe of Maine and fat Rob-

- erts of Kensas..

= Mr. Chalec, & member of 2§e Fi-
Hvg-like Senator Larry E. Craig of -

nance Commnittee, saitt be had trieg
"t take the st proposals from the
teft and the right and meld them In
the center of the political speetram,
In the House, Republican leaders
say they are more willing o move
childcare leglslation than they were
just several months age, They have
‘asked  Représentatives  Jennifer
-Dunn, of Washington.and Deborah
fryce of Ohie to devise proposals for
the party, “

Senator John H. Chafee is drafting

- & Republican ¢hild-care proposal.

Devd Seult’

in OQctober, whep Hillary Rodham ©
- {inwon convened a White House coir

ference on child care, senisr Repubil-
cans in the House scorned proposals
for ‘more Federol spending. They
noted that Congress, under the 198§
weifare law, had just provided $13.3

piftion over six years to finance chzki'

care for lowdddome families. That is
pearty 59 percenl more than what
woutd have been spent uader previ.
aus law,

But Republicans say (hey nnw
think that child care will he a polent
issue in this year's eléctions, espe-
cinlly among female volers. And,
they say, they soq a political trap set
for thim by Democrats who boast of
their concern for working parehis
while portraying Lhe Re;xzmtcans as
cruet and mean. :

Répresemame Nancy L ,memn,
Republican: of Conneeticut, has als
roady introduced 2 bifl 1o lncrease
the w@ax oredi for ﬁh:i{%«@are K-
penses.

And another moderate Rﬁp&:bi&

can, Henjamin A Gilman of upsiate.

Naw\{ork, has introdatend a uore
tomprehensive bl to increase the
supply and guatity of child care.

Representative Bill Archer, the

Texas Republican whyo i3 chairman

of the Ways and Means Comminien,
said he would review the many pro-
posals. offered by Prestdent Clinlon
and lawmakers of both periies, “As
we do'’ he said, “we wmust focus

0 @heNew ﬁm‘k Cimes | )
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mare en the needs of parents w?}a
riise their owa chitdren in their gwa
homes™ or leave their children with

“refatives for several hours 2 day. .
Censtis Burean data show that rel-

atives care for € percent of the 183
mifllon  preschont “children  with

working mothers, while 24 percent of

the youngsters go to day.care cen-
ters or marsery schaols.
.Senatar Cuiafee’s praposal to offer
tax oredits to Stay-ai-home parents
would represent 2 fundamental
change. When Congress. astablished
the tax credit in 1976, the rationale
was that child'eare expenges were &

_Jagmma!e and aecessary cogt of
earhing infome.

Mow Republicans sug,ges: that the
tax ¢redit showdy also be used (o

meake up for inceme lost.by parents ;

wht forge paid employment to stay
home and care for their children,

Under Mr, Chafee’s proposat, the
1ax credit avatlable 0 8 twaparant
2atmly in which one parmt stoys
nome would be sbout half of the
credit available if bath parents were
working.  The moaximum oredit Is
now §1,448 & year for workiog par-
énts with twe or more children,
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Amid Ralhng on Abuses
Gifts to Parties Poured In

By KATHARINE Q. S8EELYE

WASHINGTON, Jan. 24 — Despite
the bzd press and the high-profile
investigations stemming from fand-

-raising abuses in the 1898 election

campaign, Democrats and Republi-
cans both raised ¢xeeptionally large
‘amounts of cash fast year,
Demacrats seemed to.be on track
¢ continue raising a kot of meoney for
he midterm Congressional elections

until President Clinton, their top

£ LY

T This Ts the inevilatie reszziz of g
system that has gone completely out
of control,” said Senator John
McCaln, an Arizona Republican who

. 13 & co-sponsor of 2 bill 16 revamp the

fund-raising draw, was accused last

week of being sexueily invelved with |
a White House intern. E)emacratic:

aides said the inquiry could serious-

l}f crimp their ‘party’s efforts and,
give Republicans an extraordinary
lifs.

As usual, Republicans are razsmg
more than. i}emocrais Unefficial
yearend. fzgures fmm the parties
show that in 1997, the three major
Republican campaigh committees
raised a total of $108 million, while
the three major Democratic com mit-
tees raised a total of $71 million, |
Qificial reports will b& fﬁed 2t the |
end of the month,

The amounts raiged in 1947 vastiy ',

exceeded those of 1803, the most re.

cent corresponding period in the
riour-year election cycle aftér a Pres-
idential race. In 1983, the three Re-
publican committess raissd $77 mil.

Clintonwas a
money machine in_
‘97, but it is unclear
what effects recent
events will have..

lion, and the Democrats $50 m:lhon
"“"We're back, with momentam,”
said Steve Grossman, chairmaty of

which has pared its debt 1o $8.4 mil-

rules of political fund-raiging.

The parties are building on last
year's successes. On Tuesday night,
the Democratic National Committes
gathered $1.3 million in a fund-raiser
at the Corcoran Gallery of Art here,
where tickets cost a minimum of
$10,000. The event featured appear-
ances by President Clinton and Vice
President Al Gore. 3

But that was before accusations

became public on Wadnesday that
*Mr. Clinton had been sexvally in-
volved with a 21-year-oid intern and
then sought 1o have her He ghout it

Michael D. McCurry, the Presi- |
dent’s spokesman, said Mr, Clinton §
waoiid probably talk 1w contributors.|
i campared with the Demacratic Sen-

10 try 1o reassure them. “'] think the

ask of them that they wait until we

“have an opportunity o _more thor-

: oughly and completely ‘address the
marters, and then let. people make
judgments as they ses it afwr that,” .
he saidl,

Both parties plan to cash in at the *

Super Bowl this-weekend. They are-
shugtling planeloads of contributars

]

the Demaocratic National C}mizzee, ’

lion from @ high of nearty $20 miilion
last vear, .

Jim Michaison,
Republican  National . Committee,
said, ' ended up being very encour-
aged about the ki.nd of year we had,
aven zhzaugh it was!arduous.’"

‘At the same time, Mr. Nicholsen
sought 1o minimize the “amounts
raised, “While these numbers in the
cumulative jook like big numbers,
when you break them out on a per
capita basis they aren’t that big at
all,” he said. “It's ‘about a Big Mae
and a large Coke™

But critics were discouraged that -

the parties had been able to raise
such sums, especiaily af 2 time when
the fund-raising process was under
ke microscope.

chairman of the -

‘E2em  more freﬁetic A,

from Washington t6 San Diego for

,exmmma faceso-face contact. with
. members of {:czzgrass Rﬁpmsenza-

tive: Martin. Frost- of Texas, chair-
mian of the Democratic Caﬁgressmnv

o ap Cam;:aign Cumm:ttee, and Repre-

sentative -John Linder' of Georgia,l

- chalrman of the National Repeblican’

Congmssinnal Commitiee, are 1o be-
an hand.

Soi8 the Senate Qéiﬁ{)ﬁ?&tiﬁ:‘ 283&-‘
&r, Tom: Daschie "of South i}akcia,
who' {ast vear held a fund-raising

" event at-Mount Rushmote, 2 site ofr

. protected - Americana where such

©.partisan events are usually forbid-
. "den, In $an Diego this weekand, Mr.

Daschzw is 1o accompany gerne of his
party’s biggest contributors on a

_President 'and the White House will -

jaunt around Coronado Island, where

many of them are booked at tha?
*lavigh R{:zei Dei Coronatp, '
“*The'fnoney people djdn't miss a |

bear in aill the scandals, and they
said
Charles Lewis, executive divector of
zhe_ Center for Public” tegrity, 2
aonpartisan  Washington research
group that tracks maney in politics.
. “They've all feigned deep (oncern
about the deleterious effecis of the
specrer of buying democracy,” Mr.

. Lewis said..“But there is no great

interest in changing .the way they
raise money -for themselves, f
works very well, thank you very
muth, We are just spitbaﬁs agamsi a
battieghip” :

i
{

Spokesmen for the parties’ com-
mitees agree that sarly 1987 was
siuggish, especially after the drain of
the Presidential race and.the drum-
beat of scandal. Most of the commit-
tees scaled back their budgets and
were prepared for a slow year.

But they bounced back in the fall,

ahier Congress and the Whites House

agreed to balance the Federal budg-

- &t Of particular help to the Demo-
- cratic National Committee . was its'

jifting a selfdimposed ban on-dona-
tions &f more than. $100,000, -
Still, each of the {hree Republican
commitlees outraised its Democrat-
" counterpart:

qThe Republican National Com- |
mittee pulled in $47 million, com- |
pared with the Demecratic. National

Eommittes’s $40 million,

paign Committee raised $33 mitlion,

atorial-Campaign Commites's 51?
mitlon.,

#The National Republican Con-
gressional Commiites raised $28 mil-
4 lion, compared with the Demoeratic

i Congr&ssmnai Campangn Commit-

i tee’s $14 million. o
Amaong some of those six cam zmt-
¢ tees, the sums were a record for 4
| year immediately following a Presi-
: dential gection,

Having finished secazzd in the race

for cash suce again, Democrats say.
they are determined to double their.

fund-raising efforts this year, both to
‘retire their debt and to try to regain
( control of the House, Senate control
- appears 10 be a Iost cause,

. “The President arid Vice Presi-
dent have wid me they 'mean io

make this pariy competitive and will

devoie significant time and energy to
it,”" said Mr. Grossman, the Dem0~
cratic national chalrman

Qne new Democratic program 2s .

called 100,00 by - 2600, "which
means recryiting. 100,008 female do
nors within two years.

The Republicans have always
been better at raising money from
small contributers (as well a3 large
ones), & result in part of their aggres.
sive direct.-mail marketing. They
have alse benefited hugely from the
Congressipnal conis} théy won in
1994, Before that, businesses gave to

- both parties; now they give more

- exélusively to Republicans.

With control of Congress, the Re-
-publicans can offer their donors
meetings with key legislative Jead-
ers. House Republicans are throwing
a dinper in Washington on Feb, §!
and providing 2 “tax summi” for

the party’s big contributors the next .
day, during which donors will be able .

1o distuss qoming tax legislation
with the people who write the biils,
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