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There are different answers to the question about child support 
receipt among AFDC recipients--none of them completely accurate .• 


•
Based on AFDC receipt data from ~he SIPP it appears tha~ about 21 
perce~t ,all AFDC recipients during a o~e year period·repor~ed 
receivi::g any child support payrr,en;:s during that year. However, 
not all of the AFDC recipients are child s~pport eligible and chi:d 
support e:igibility questions are only asked whe~ a biological or 
adoptive parent is :iving in the household, I~ the SIPP data about 
25% of AFDC families were not sent through the child support 
module. AFDC administrative data would seem to indicate that about 
1St of AFDC recipients families are not child support eligible. 
Using a lS.percent screen againt AFDC families to eliminate the 
non-child support eligible would bring the percent of eligibles 
with payment up during a one year period to about 24 percent. 

About 37 percent of child s~pport eligible AFDC recipients report 
havi:r.g a cpild support: award for at least one child and the 
proportion ;of these farr.ilies that receive any child support is 
about about, 57 percent. Of the remaining child support eligible 
families without awards f about 12 percent report informal child 
support payments. Reported child support for both groups may not 
have been paid while the family was receiving AFDC. We only know 
that it was: received in the same year that they received some AFDC 
payments. (This is 1990 data) 

Using AFDC and OCSE administrative data the Green book reports an 
AFDC receipt rate of 16 percent in 1992 {and a similar rate in 
1990), Note that this uses the unadjusted 1992 AFDC case load data. 
If the AFDC caseload is reduced by 15 % to account for non-child 
support eligible cases the proportion with child support receipt is 
19 percent. This,is a point in time estimate and may be effected 
by case load flow. Using AFDC caseload as the denominator and OCSE 
data as the nu~erator the proportion of AFDC families with awards 
is about 48%. Of those the proportion reporting receipt is about 
53%, very similar to the SIPP data. 

In sum, of those AFDC families eligible for child suppor,t, 
collections are made on behalf of 20 to 25 percent. Another 20 to 
25 percent have awards but no collections. The re!flaining 50 to 60 
percent have no awards, although a few report sorce informal child 
support paymen~s. About 15 perce~t of the AFDC population is ~ot 
chi:'d support eligible. ~stil.lates are ;:.ot precise because we use 
data with di1fferent refere!':ce poi:-:.ts: ever~on versus po~nt-in-tir:va.
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ENT Of AfOC fAMIUES AFFEmO BY 	 TABLE 12.-ESIlMATEO IOTAl NUMSER AND P(RCENT Of Afoe fAMIUlS AFfECT£D BY 
1991. AND 1992 • 	 $50 PASSlHROUGH. 1985, 1m, 1991. AND 1991 '-Conli",re(j 

_._. ._---
Perwnl 01 bmifies !/i«lw hlimated I'dltllf,; Q! familws 31leeltC 

MDC lanm. lomilie$S',lI!e 199? aUeded15 1991 1992 	 19M 1991"" 	 I'" I"" 1'" 
IU 19.1 12.2 33.4 Oregon .,,, .......,,,,.,,.,. 31.131 8,483 16.0 17.6 2l.l 12.5 
11,9 10.1 18.8 .. 18.8 Pel10syUania ..."..." .. 190.644 41,493 16.3 10.8 22.9 24.9 
U 4.9 1.8 1.3 
15.9 19.1 22.1 27.1 	 Puerto R<o .............. 61.315 I,m 4.1 4.1 3.0 33 

13.8 	 12.1 13.4 11.3 _kland............. 10.651 2.281 13.9 11.9 11.3 11.1 


South Caroli............ 48.711 11,513 U 16.3 24.2 1>.8 

14.1 15.1 IU 18.5 Sou!h O,I\O!' ........... 1,168 1.m 11.6 11.4 13.1 14.1 
~5.6 19.3 18,1 18.3 Tennessee................. 92,164 10.528 9.8 15.2 11.3 11.4 
~1.1 18.0 23.0 2l.6 
5.8 7.5 7.7 1.9 	 Tms......"'............... 251,834 15,186 3.1 5.8 6.1 '&.1 

.1.4 	 24.0 ll.1 15,9 Ut,h ...................... 11.694 4.541 26,9 23.1 24.Q 25.7 

Vermont _".n""","'''' 8.512 3,054 21.9 3 •. 5 3<.1 35.9 
5.3 19.6 19.9 I1.B 	 Vi!~n.I'.nlls ........... 1.053 113 [02 II.6 10.7 ILl 

0.5 19.9 33.5 34,6 VirgIIlIL .... ,,,.,.,,,,.,,, 69.903 11,15[ 14.9 24.9 25.9 24.5 
~O.5 13.2 to,6 19.6 
: • .7 46.6 41.9 49.6 W~ton ............ 82.083 23.554 18.0 248 11.6 18.7 
5.5 1.9 1.8 1.4 	 West IIginia.."......" 31.176 2,861 6,6 1.1 1.7 9.0 

W1scnnsi/l,.."......".,.. 13.050 28,218 31.8 38.9 38.1 38.7 
~5.9 21~ 34.1 43.4 WjooJing ......."........ 6.409 t.681 8.0 ILl 24.S 2 •. 1 
'2,1 12,8 13.0 23.9 Natioowide totaL 4,435.301 114.401 13.2 16.3 16.6 16.35,1 24.0 28.5 31,5 
1.6 13.4 14.9 15,5 liA=t(ot avihble.6.9 B.5 8.9 9.3 

, tl\e$t estimates are baS«loo Ibt 4UtfIbet Gf ~payilJg" thiiI ~ ease1 atld ale a kIw esUml! 01 \he 
awnber cI Ilmilies affeered,'5.6 39.3 28.4 23,0 fM: These tstmlflS .Ie bmd 00 !be OOIlIbEr j)f .j!ayit.g" cMj ~t uses: idj~sted In! COO1patlbiUy5.0 10.9 19,0 18.6 	 with MOC lamilit:t

01 16,3 16.0 11.1 Soorl)t: 0IfU! Q! Child $l.p1 En1«J;.eIllef'IL7.2 25.3 23.1 23.9 
1.5 28.0 26,5 29,8 

4,8 9.1 ILl 12.4 
8.2 IB.5 11.1 11,9 
3.9 15.2 17.5 18.3 
1.3 20.6 20.2 21.5 
1,6 29,8 28.9 32.4 

1.6 13.5 15.6 21.1 
5.4 15,8 11.4 19.9 
1.6 11.& 12.• 9,5 
l.1 11.8 11,. 13,0
iO 19.5 19.7 18.9 

U 36.7 28.6 38.5 
1.6 19.9 18.5 14.1 
l4 1M as 1.5 


