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1. Timing: azza?azzcz:mcnt of the plan is likely next week; intreduction soon after
H
2. Today we want to talk about child suppart enforcement, which is central to ending welfare,

The President's plan will include the toughest child support enforcement measures any
Administration has ever proposed.

As the President said in the SOTU, we will say to absent parents who aren't paying child
support: If you don’t provide for your children, we will garnish your wages, suspend your
license, track you across state lines, and if necessary, make you work off what you owe.

3. Tough CSE_‘iS important for 3 rcasons:

1. The inability 1o collect child suppont from an abscnt pareat is onc of the main
reasons many familics go on welfare in the first place. Tough CSE can keep thousands of
familics from going on welfare, and help many others to keave the welfare rolls. In fact, if
we did a better job of collecting child support in this country and getting parents 0 take
responsibility, we might not have a welfare crisis.

|

2. Tough CSE can have a significant deterrent effect on prospective young fathers.
It's not enough to change the cquation for young mothers. The prospect of inescable financial
and parenial respez’zmb:llty for a child for the next 18 ycars will make young men think twice
about fathe:rxzzg a child.

s Dﬁfs with Charles Murray
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3. Fma%iy, CSE ummmmm.pm is mcam*m*sméa»ci\cm message about
persona) rcsponstblllty Govts don't raise children; parents do. 'We could have all the govt
programs on carth and it still won't be enough if parents don't do right.

-~ Mention other respons. items: minor moms, natl campaign, incentives for rosp
behavior E
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How much will thie improve collections?

In 1893, the federal-state child support enforcement system
collected 49 bhillion from non-custodial parents. Under our plan,
that number would rise to 320 billion by 19859.

This increase is attributable partly to better enforcement of
recent improvements in current law, and partly to passage of the
welfare reform legislabtion itself.

Undar ouy pilan, patexnity identification, award establishment.,
and enforcement would improve, and would account for $2 billion in
1889%. {$1 billion for AFDC mothers and $1 billion for non-AFDC
parents.} Another §2 billion comes from the new mandate: bringing
all child support awards into the federal-state enforcement asystem.

The Test of the increase--approximately $7 bhillion--can be
attributed to continuing improvements undexr the Family Support Act
and othey recent Clinton Administration initiatives. For example,
hospital-based programs mandated by the COmnibus Budget
Recongiliation Act of 1983 will increase paternity establishment.

89 + 54 + $7 = $2¢
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Talking points on child support

~ The perception on the street today is that if you really don’t
want to pay child support, you can aveid it. We must changes
that perception by closing &ll the logpholes. Payment must
become seen as inescapable ag death or taxes.

- Qur §rop§sal provides for expanded, more accessible services
for working parents.

- It will create a more uniform, centralized and service-coriented
program.

- We must provide better service to clients off welfare - child
support is' part of a system of support {including EITC, child
care, health c¢are) that enables single parents to make it outside
of the welfare gysten.

| ’ .
- We must work towards changing the attitude of young fathers and
mothers. Parenting a ¢hild must be seen as an important
respongibility that involves two parents. For youny fathers,
this means that parenting a child will have real financial
consequences for the support of that child.

« Child suﬁpcrt enforcement muat be run more like modern
businesses that use computerg, auvtomaticn and information
technolegy. This allows for mass case pracessmng of the routine
cages. With 15 million cases and a growing cageload, we can’t
move this glant by s8imply adding more caseworkers. Raatza& cases
have to be handled in volume.

- Given the fact that 30 pervent of the current caseload involves
interstate ¢ages and the fact that we live in an increasingly
mobile society, the need for a stronger federal role in
interstate location and enforcement has grown. The Natiecnal
Claaringhouse will allow us to track non-paying parents across
state lznes,

~ Under th@s proposal there will be less reliance on an gver-
burdened court system - this will free up courts te work oriminal
cases . )

- We will do a better job of ensuring accurate aceounting and
monltcr;ngsaf paysents.

- This proposal will simplify withholding for employers.

i
- The proposal contains revised distribution and payment rules
designed to st{renathen familiesg,

-~ The preposal provides for tougher enforcement that builds on
the practi?aa of the best states.
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- we will equip states with necessary enforcement tools -- tools
that have proven successful in other gtates to collect the
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support that ls due.

- We also address some ¢f the concerns of noncugtodial parents --
the child support gystem, while getting tougher on thoge that can
pay but refuse to do so, will also be moere fair to those
noncustodial parents who show respongibility toward thedx

ehildren.
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