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Yours, Mine, 
Durs-Taxes 
,Cover All 
",'Tax Freedom Day' Isa 
onservative canard; what we 

,ay is. mutual invt:Stmenl. , 
·'.\. K onday \9, In some quartuTI, "Tax, 
..VIFrcooom OaY," the rim day of th~1 
· 'Nt' th<at., supposedly. your wages are your ~ 
~'IIIn, not 6~ne r-lIU!·s. nus eonse!'\'ative 
'-l'venUon, which hu bftn around since tbe; 
· )505. is based on the amount of w_ges one 
, lUSt earn to oover I.M tunent year'll tax i 
: :11'1. '!'hi!'; yeer. as in the plitt few yem, lht 1 
ilrsl "tu-f~" day contcson the 123rdday \ 

I til(l year. ''That is a Ions: time J.j) wait for : 
" nancipation," WIHlam F. Buckley Jr. bat I 
'menled. : 

Emondpalicn WJ jU$t the word (or iL The 
metpt- of Tu ;Tcedom Dey is based on 1 

i,e "rroneOU$ modem belief in com",letE' i 
,!rsonal lndc~nr1enl':e-lhe notIon that, 

_.1'1 :.rc sepat1ll* atoms that lorm no: 
IlrtlpQIlOOS. , 
WahCtnt qumfon. some of the money 

-illeoeted from us ta:.ttll Sl)e1lt 

' ,Jl!eetively goer:~';;IO~~~~:E;~~~;;.')$(1/i. Butthe 
'!~IJrhout nu,man 

. 'There i:l.nt two ways In whIch a person 
tipMld his Of htrl' LQ meet his or 
needs or want&! or log~hf:r 

'Egoism 16 the natural 
philosophy of amoebas (whO 

get along nicely without 
taxes). but It is unnaturallof 

:complex social animals-most 
of all tot humans.' 

;to agtft that. we .mu.n pay for these 
n~ry Utings. Th~ payment should be 
baae<i on a fait', eqUitable system that eail, 
01'1 !.hose who have the most to bear a 
larg4!T pori.ion of the burden. But ail of WI 
have all obligalil}n ti) cuntrlbuie to wh!lt 
w....... 

, : The eonCept. or complete "independ
t'nCe" Is literally inhuman, The only CWi~ 
turea that truly meed -no ott\er tuember 01 
their awn Iptf:iel are thQs& lbat ~\it!t: 
lU!elCUaliy. So long as m~~rs of Ii specle:s,' 
iWre undifferentiated in t.e.rtna of f'unct.kin. 
~ey can be genuint!iy, In~nt. Ego~
Din is the natunl ph.ilosClphy of amoebas 
,(!Who pi. along nicet,. Wlt1\OUt taxe8). but 
it 15 unnatural for romplex lOeiaJ ani.InaJa
:moo ofall tor htJl'qna. 
',-HumaN ha.~ c'Mlkd more complex 

'aoeieties !.lUn have any other ~t_ Our 
<itvislon.$ 0-1 functiOn aM tabor define us ~ 
int&rd~fldent.. The more' compln our. 
Kiaelie$-~me-the 8'ft:alC1' the div1lion 
4J funetimt and Jabor-the malO we must 
CCIOJ)eJilk. ~~use_w,a..hlwe.-d.iv.ld.ed~whaL 
jS.RC'eeasary"tClt.aurvivaLwe are oblige<iJo. 
-come ~ether. 
,~--

, ,Oddly, though, as we ha\'e created ever 
,mare complex. intcrdepend'cot soc1ett~. 
,Mall)' of U!I' have Simultaneously Mopted 
: an ideology or tull lnd®f!ndcm:e, That 
: ideology hu beeotne- more popular as Il bas 
.~me-more inappropriate. 
: • Human nature is an amalgam of selfish 
. and 1OCi.l1 motivatioM. This tn~na that aur 
;,ttUk need! cannot be satisfied tn a .yr«tm 
:'tlIal ignorn: the individual, such .If com~ 
.. !lhmJSIl1. or in one that pre-t.enda thal ett-h 
: iOtuViduaJ 11 f)ntirely independent, which IS 

I : what th~ Tax Frtedom n.y "eonserva· 
I 'tf\<eJ" I:k!sire, 'l"hruIe \l'ho ife taltation as 
I : theft undeT8tand why communiam 'caMot 

:, "",otk, but they fail to comprehend i.ha;t 
.;pttte egOism IS just u inhumb), . 

''hx08 an the duct! we pay III hIghly 
:' Interdependent. soeW creatUl'e1J. None of 
':;q wanta to pay mort of them than is 
:, nee~y; but <!.!1~e-.!ia:!1;.¢ee1ded wbAl 
,if! neceaaary for us to do Logether. we mWit 
':nali~~1.p'!),Jl']g~h~~~ d~· 
::~~~tt Out money~tolel1
-(rom us... . 

i -We pay tufl' b(.'CB.U$«! every day_is, 

':&I!~uaufiii~deri"ce,d81, ~~ 

:. ~ S, McElvoi.'fIP J.s p1'oftpf)T of Grit . 
.; and!eIkr: IU MUUaps CQ/kgt, Jar.k&im. Mist. 
"11" li:Eut book, "TM Way We Arl': IlUf1ll11'1 
Nature, !it.::, and VtllU(t," wUl be publishec;
tN ticnbMr.t thL7 joJ1, 

http:use_w,a..hlwe.-d.iv.ld

