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+“Tax Freedom Day’ isa :
-onservative canard;, what we
yay is 8 mutual investraent,

“‘ucnd&y {2, $m some guarters, “I‘&x
V1rFreodom Day” the firsy day of the;
war hat, supposedly, your wages are your'
-, Aol someane sire s, THig conyervative’
Lyvention, witieh has been around since the |
. ¥5005, i5 based on the amount of Wages one
CL8E eArn LG COVEr Whe€ current yeur's (a¥,

e Thix year. an i the past fow years, thee ; i
iiest “tax-free” day comes on the 123rd day |

! the vear. ""That is a long time 1o wait for !

. naneipstion,” Witliam . Buckiey Sr, has | |
imenied.

Eraancipation iz just the word for it The
meept of Tax Froedom Dy is based ony
he erroneous modern belief in complete
srsonal independence~the notion that !
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]
. sre separate atoms that form z;oz

nmpounds,
Withir quesiion, some of the monay

“lested fromy W ax tares and spent |

lfentively goes o foolish, needleas pur- |

H

“yseh, But, the fact is—-and always has bcen {

Cpoughout human sxistencewihat spm

dngs re vire ua to act together. In zi‘;e =
Todern world, we pay jor (hese things

' wugh 1a%es,
Tax Freedom Day in meant o mdiogie

rat it is only whal someene garng after

-at datg that goas to moect his or her needs
v wands, that evervining B person Trakes

zunu‘ that day goes to others, ("1t your,

orey, noy zhefxs.'* Ronald Heagan sold,

merzcans in oy earned i, they
“WivE. TS It nondgnge, Whatlspend on.
By Wh goes o me bui what 1 pu,.lri_

X85 gory not b zaemi ul 1o g, It

Tentse s fow among us any senger thfnk
"{ Tof To” *.Sat #E Rl Eraniaag
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.- 'rhees gre two ways in which & pergon
Lan spand hig or hey MoREY 10 Meet hiE o7
her nesds or wanis: separately or together
with others, Tazes coliected by various
{evcis of governmani provide for our
‘rational deferse, Righways, sEHooIE, Police,
Harks, reiitement pengions, environmenial
SHrnection and cleanup, medical ressarch,
Mechnolegical: rdvances and hundreds of
wther things that fall ints one of twe
«itegories: things that we cannot do ¢ gépa.
rately or things that we have mciuded we_

iR da betaE and more eHiciEntiy logether.
than a8 separate “I'a.” Itis & rare conserva.
‘tive who seeks o purchase health insur-
ance gulside of 4 groap.

There i3 room for debate about which
ihings belong it these eatsgorizs. Bt soog
we have desided on what we nsed fo do
iogether, the only reipongible next stop ia

T E—
‘Edoism is the natural
" philosophy of amoehas (who
s get along nicely without
- tuxes), but it is unnatural for
-complex social animals—most
of ali tor humans.’
-

40 agree thar we must pay lor these
‘necessary thiogs The payment shouid be
bazed on & faer, equitablo sysiem that esliy
o 1nose who have the mosi (o bear a
larger pariion of the burden. 3wt all of us
heve an obligation 1 contribae (o what
wenoed,

+The conocpl. of complste “independ-
ence’ i3 literally inhuman. The only crea~
tures that truly need o sther member of
:haimwng' ins mthwewatmpmdmc
meexualiy. Ba | ,
wre undiffereniieied in toyms of function,
they can by genuinely (ndependent. Ego.
o iy the mabwrad philosophy of amocobas
fwho get along nicely without taxes’, but

ong as members of 3 species
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it 18 unnaturgi for complax soriaj anlmale—

ont of oft for hummans,

wHumany have crgated mome complex
goricting nan have any other spoctes. Our
divisions of fonction and labor define us aa
interdeperd
4 funsticn and Jebor-.the mors we must
cooperste. Because we have dividesd what
s pegessary. 7 10 Aurvival, We ire c}bhg& (Q,

- SOIE Ogether.
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Odiiy, though, a5 we have cresied ever
 mare gompier. intcrdependant sovinties,
many of ut have simultaneously adopied
‘an Heology of full independence. That
ideclogy his become more popular 89 1 has
- bmegme more inappropriate,

Hunsen peture 15 ab amalgan of gelfish

* &nd social motivations. This means that aur
bmaic needs cannot be satsfied in a eystem
S ignores the individoal, such ag cons
SHunism, or in one that pretends that esch

L igdtvidual i sptirely indopersdent, wiieh 1§

(- what the Tax Freedom Day “consarva-
i ;%I'Vet" demre, Those who zee laxation as

! thett understond why communiss ‘cannot

wark, but they fall to comprehend hat
Tpbre egolsia is just 48 inhumen,

“Taxes are the ducz we pay ax highly
im:rdepmdens.. sotial crealures. None of
THF Wams 10 pay wore of them than i
. ecessary; but ones we have decided whal
18 necppeary for ws (6 40 L togeiher, wo must
ir€alize_that_ paying [or these things docs

hOt_conatitute having aur money stojen
-fopm us, .
TWe pay tixes becwse overy day, is,
-setualy 88 &nced.ayt

. Robert 8. MceElypoine is pwfmor af sris .
1 and lefters al ﬁiﬂmm College, Jackson, Mise,
“His Latest dock, " The Way We Are. [umon
Nature, Sex, and Vakaas” wil be pablwzed
bymw&mrz thiz foll.
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