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WlIlTE HOUSE DRUG l'OUCY DmF.CTORMCCAI1FREY ISSUES STATEMENT 

ON TIlE CONVICTION OF DRUG KINGPIN JUAN GARCIA ABREGO 


I 
G<nm! Bany McClIIfrcy (Ret.), Diroclor ofthe White HOUiO Office ofNalional Drug 

Control Policy, today pnWed U.S.-Mexico coopenllicn ond congratula!ed the proaocutono in the 
HOUlton U.S. Attomey'. om.. on the conviction ofdrug kingpin Juan Om:ia Abrogo in U.S. 
District Court. Both G<nm! MoCamey and Uoited State.! Attorney GoyucU. Griffin Jenoo 
commended tho Mexican Attomey G<nm!', om.. for their .,sj_ lhrougbout the 
investigAtion. ond their oxceplional effottJ in cvidacc pthcring. Om:ia Abrogo ,... convict.ed 
on chug.. thI!t he masterminded the tnIUpOrtaIion ofncotly IS toni ofcocaine ioIo the UIli!ed 
StileS, and illegally laundered approxlmalely SIO.S ctiIIilll!. AJury abo found $350,000,000 in 
forfeitable wC!J. • 

McCaffrey stated.'-rho IUc.ce3sfbl conclusion QfthiJ case ia: an example ofoutstanding 
U.S.- Meldoin coop..-..w. in bringins dru811l1ffic:ken to jusIico. JWUl Om:ia Abrogo wu one of 
the bemlaphcoe" moll WII.IIIed oriminab. He wu • kingpin bringins Jwse quanlilics ordeadly 
poisons to our youth. We IlIUil coatinuc to foster and maintain a coalition ofMUotl!, of 
democracies. to destroy the intcmatitmal tnIfticI:ins orpnl.rl!tiorul who _ their II8tl:OdoIlan to 
hurt oW" citizens ond threalcn our 80'VCl1l11ll:1l1' inIq¢ty.' 

In March, the Whit. Howe MllOU1lCCd agreement b__President Clinlon and Me:xi<on 
President Zedillo establishing a U.S.-Mexico High Levd Contact Group 10 intCllSif'f effort! by 
both nalirua to elintinale drug tnIfticI:ins ond addrcso the commlll! menace uflbe intcinalional 
criwinaI organiariODl thI!t are reaponsible for it. G<nm! McClIIfrcy, who beado the U.S. 
deloption. bao twice mel with senior-level Me:xi<on officiaIJ to fo<>lJ on inItiIutio. building ond 
law enforc:ement coop<l'l.liQn to eradicate drugs ond drug tnIlIIcldng, especlaIly the How ofdrugs 
from Mexico ioIo the U.S. _ the Southwesl bord.... The next meeti!>B oCthe High Level 
Contact Group is achadl.1ed for December, I\l96 in Mexico. 

Abrego wu ammed on lamwy 14, 1996 by Mexican authorities. He wu capelled to 
the United Stat.. and ammed 0" _ frem r..... charging him with CODJpiracy 10 impon 
cocaine and the tnaIl.IIgcment of. oontinllmg criminal enterprise, He actively ettp,ged in the 
bribery ond attempted bribe<y ofMe:xi<on and American officials in .. cf!brt to promote his drug 
enlerprise, most ofwhicb occurred in the "Matamoro.s Corrldru" along the South T..... border. 
These drugs ,..... whleiy distributed throughout the United Stili... inl:luding HowtOn. Dallu, 
Cbicogo. New Yod<. New leney, Florida, ond CaliComia. 
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JUAN GARCIA ABREGO FOUND GUILTY ON ALL COUNTS 

Uoilod s_AlIonIcy GIyooiIlI GrilIiD 10110! IIlIIOIIIlCOd today that. ti:dCIIljwy IIWID.i 
.in Howi!ml ftIIIImod. suihY wrdict apIlIIll... Carda Ab.... Tho jury bmd Abrego 
guilty oa all:U oflhll_ in wm.h be _ olwpd. Tho ciwpIM''''''I .wa tnlliQln& 
I1IQIlay ""'IMins &:nd 0JI01'I!i0i' cxmtimq. criminal eoIIoqJ!iao, aIao luIOw ulbo '1'bo Drus 
lODgpln S_'. , 

Testimony prelallod durlna IriaI &howod that AbteI!II &:nd hit mpniDtIDn wore 
tO$pOII.IibIc lbr lIJ1IU8S1lna amIIlplc tonJof-.iII..04I1111rij..-iIlIo IhIl U.S. locIllding OYOI' 
IOO,ooo~ of........ ao4 46,000 p<I\IIIdIofmarij\wl&1tomMo:lOoo l1li0 IhIl UZlited 

SIll..botwccu 1980 ao4 1990. 

Tho daft!ndam aotlvo1y ""3'l1l'I in tho Mbsy a1Id ldlaIIptecl bribery .fMale... Ill<! 
Amal<an oftIoi,l, in ... cIIOrt 10 prommo hit drog IIIlo1l>riIe 1Il<!_ 1hIl_1IIW 
_tgHna, trBMpcrUtion Ill<! dIaIriIlwioDofllltCOlica. Most oflboll'*ll!c!dng IOIivi>y . 
~ through Ib "M.oIamoIm Cotridor' «>l1IroIIecI by Ahreao aJoogtho IIOIIIh T_ 
bonI.... Tho dtnas were thIII widdy diIIlibu!ecI throughout IhIl Unittd Slaw, includm, HouJtm. 
DaIlu. CbIcaao, Now YorIc, New 1"""" 1'IoridI.1JIId CoIi!l:lmUt 

JI___dutIog 1riaI_!hot~ &y1II<maIicallye!jmjn..... m. drug 
lrIdIlelOna ccmpocilioa throu8b oxtMioD, u..-1JIId VIIiowo _ ofvioIta:o iaoIudlng 1!I\lldlor. 
Addi1iooal tMtimaay _ thor AhI'08'>, aIJo 1:nQwn.. "EIPBInIIl', • III Stmm", "La Munooa 
• and' E1 Dim:ior" , 'anIcrad tho __ oflWoMe:doon -'P"I'!'I" n:pot\ln wIlD bad 

p.W!j,bod. lCriet ofU1lde.t critioizl"8lbo dofoodlDllll<l m. drog tIdIIeIOns 1IClivitieI. 


J_Om:ia AbteI!II WII oriI!inally Iodiclecl in 1m. TIItoDjjIIIb CIi>rtI ofMIIIicG 
~ Abrego ....1IpJIRIbmdecI1n lamwy ofthil year, oxpeIlecIlo lbo UoiIod Statealll<! 
taken intO CiUItOdy by lbo PIlI. 

iii IhIl od,glnal iDr!iami:m. IhIl ~ JOUPIa ftldl:llllpploxlolWlly $27$ mil!lon of 
IhIl doI\oncIanI'• ..-wm.h ....... .u.pI '" haw b.... IhIl pro<:eodI or bb drug ttaftkking 

Idivina. 

UoiIod S_ A!tarney Clayndl.GriIIin J..... eommcocb thoM'ai<aa A110mey GoneniI'. 
0lI!ce lbrlboir ...""".. lbIoughout1hc itlWldgalion and thoir ~ eftlxu ill ~ 
_ ..1hc ..... 

ThiI cue wu m-;ptM by tho FecIenlB"""", or~.... ImcmaI.a....mue 
ServiGe, Drus EDfbrcanont AdminiJInIioIl, U.S. CusIOlllll Smicc willi ,Millan.. ftwn the 
~ ofPublic s.t.ty, 
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l>rfIIPoliti..,. C/1IIIUuw ID D«:IlM""""lIg TattIII U.s. W"'Iif_ 
8u... 1937. 8mllblalno IIwJwn Clh>ioII ~ baa ~ drua _ OD -nr 22 
mlIll.. urino ~t &em V.S........... lboir.- _ drua IotIiIli iI:Jdox ahowJ !hot the
1'.""''''18'' ofposiIive drua .... in 1Iuo worlcpIaco COIlIinuos co doc:lil>a. II! the lint oI~=- of 
1996, 6~ of the _ ..... pooiti.. fur BI 1_ <>lit IIIh:iI dI'IIIJ, ....... 1iwI I"' ill 1917. 

MariJ....,.. _Urn... ", be tho ""''' wi&oly _ drua (3.6% _ ~ fur __in 
tho flm bali of 1996) IOUowod. by ........ (1.0%). Similar decIl.noI JI1 oeIf~ .... laIve 
bolD fjll.IlIIllllOllg \).S. worioon II!ldied by the NIIIonaI Houoebold BUMII!)'''' Dtus Abuto (_ 
Cl!SAR.l'AX, Vol..... I, Iso.. 23). 
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