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WHITE HOUSE DRUG POLICY DIRECTOR MCCAFFREY ISSUES STATEMENT
ON THE CORVICTION OF DRUG KINGPIN YUAN GARCIA ABREGO

H

Gepersl Barry MoCaffrey (Ret.), Diractor of the White House Office of National Drug
Coutrol Policy, today praized U.S <Mexico cooperstion and congratulated the prosecutors ia the
Houston U.S. Atorney’s Office on the eonviction of drug kingpin Juan Garcia Abrego in US.
District Court. Both General McCaffrey and United States Attorney Gaynclle Griffin Jones
commended the Mexican Attorney Geaerst’s Office for their assintance throughout the
investigation, and their exceptional efforts in evidence gathering.  Garcia Abrego was convicted
on charges that he musterminded the transportation of nearly 15 tons of cocsine into the United
States, and ilegally laumdered approximately $10.5 million. A jury also found $350,000,000 in
forfeitable assets. \

McCalfrey stated, “Tha successful conclusion of this cese is an example of outstanding
U.5.- Mexican cooperstion in bringing drug traffickers to justice, Juan Garcia Abrego was ons of
the bumisphere’s most waated criminals. He was & kingpin bringing huge quaniities of deadly
poisons to our youth, We must continue o foster and maintain a coalition of nations, of
democracies, to destroy the international trafficking organizations who usa their sarcodollars to
mawmmt&t&mmgwmmu’mw*

In March, the White House ammounced agreement berwveen President Clinton and Mexican
President Zedillo establishing a 17,5, -Mexico High Level Coatact Group to intensify efforts by
both nations to eliminate drug trafficking and address the common menace of the international
criinal organizations that are responsibls for it. General McCatlrey, who heads the US,
delegation, bas twice met with secior-lsvel Mexican officials to focus oo institution building and
law enforcement cooperation to eradicate drugs and drug trafficking, especially the flow of drugs
from Mexico into the U.S, across the Southwest border. The next meeting of the High Level
Contact Group is scheduled for December, 1996 in Mexico,

Abrego was arrested on Jaduary 14, 1996 by Mexican authoritics. He was expelled to
the United States and arrosted on a winrrant from Texss charging him with conspiracy to import
covaine and the management of a continuing criminsl enterprise, He actively engaged in the
bribery sand attempted bribery of Mexican and American officisls in an cfiont 1o promote his drug
enterpnise, most of which occurred in the “Matamoros Cormridor™ along the South Texas border.
These drugs were widely distributed throughout the United States, including Houstos, Dallas,
Chicago, New York, New Jersey, Florida, snd Califorsia.
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JUAN GARCIA ABREGO FOUND GUILTY ON ALL COUNTS

United Staisn Aftomey Gaynalle Oriffin Jonss announced todey that o federsl jory sitting
i Hougon returncd & guilty verdict againgt Jusn Garcia Abrego, The jury found Abrego
guilty on all 32 of the coumts I which be was charged. The charges included drug wafficking,
mcney leundering and opersting & continuing = criminal enterprise. als know aa the "The Drug
Kingpin Statisie.*.

rmwmmmwwmm argaization were
responsible for smuggling suitipls tons of cocaine and murijuxns into the U.8, lactuding over
100,000 kilogrums of cocainm snd 46,000 pounds of muriiusna from Mixico bdo the United
Statea between 1980 and 1996,

The dafendant activaly engaged in ths beibary «nd uttempted bribery of Mexican and
American officials in an efort to promote bis drag soterprise and ensge the succcsaful
seeuggling, transportation and distribuation of sarcotics.  Most of the trafficking activity -
occurred through the *Matamorns Corvidor* sortrolladt by Abrego alomg the south Texas
barder. The drugs were then widely distributed throughout the United States, inthiding Houston,

Daliaz, Chicago, New Yark, New Jecsey, Florida and Califamia

- Bvidense presented during trial showed that Abrego systematioally eliminated his drug
trafficking competition through extortion, threats and vadons acts of viclenes including raurder,
Additional testimory showed thar Abregn, also known as “El Fatron® , " K Senor®, “La Munecs
* and * El Director” , "ordered the munder of two Mexiean nawspaper rmmwhcm
Wama&mmmmmmmmm

IMMMWWWEIW Through ths sfforts of Mexicen
wuthorities, Abrego was apprehended in Jamuary of this vear, opelied to the United States snd
takon into Gustody by the FRI

Int the original indictmen, the government sought to furfit spproximately $275 million of
m#mm:m%%m&ww&wbmmmmﬁmmm
activities,

United States Attarney Gayndlle Griffin Jones commends the Mexican Attomey Gensral's
Office for thedr aasdstance throughout the investgation sod their cxceptional efforts ip gathering
gvidence on ths case.

Thix case wis investigated by the Feders! Bureau of Investigation, Inteenal Revenuse
Service, Drug Enforcoment Administrstion, U.S. OCustoms Service with assistance frarn the
Departmont of Public Safety.
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Drug Posisives C’ondnuﬂo Decline Among Tesied U.S. Workforce

Since 1987, SmithKline Boocham Clinical Labarstorics has conducted drug tosts on nearly 22
miillca urine saoples® Som U.S. workers. mwmm& testing index shows that the
perventage of posttive drug et in the workplace continues In the Aret xix months of
1996, 6% of the tests were positive for at [oant one illicit drog, down from 8% in 1937
Mzﬂwmﬁmm&&amum&ymmﬁﬁ%wmmm
the first half of 1996) fullowed by cocaing {1.0%). Similar doclines in self-ceporid we have
bean, found armong U.S. workers stidied by the National Household Survey oo Drug Abuse (seo
CESAR FAX, Voimci Issuc 23).
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Meors thas 2 rdlilon teets wers condoatad firexn Jaauary 80 Junie of 1996, mwwwwm
pariodio, readom, pork-aocideat, or cuus, sod retmed o dy,

SCURCE: Adsptad by CESAR from duts from SumithKiine Beechant Drvg Tosiing Index, SmithKiine Boocham
Clindoal Laborsiorize, Collegovilie, PA, October 1, 1995, For morw infomnmwion, contact Thomm
Lobgaow: &2 G10-A50.8302 2 3877148,
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CEEAR SEXNING FULL-TTMX INTERVIEWEXKEVALUATOR
Bxpuriwnond intarvicwac/sealumar vewried 36 belp ovaiume s mesidential drag wwetress progomn for womes. Mk have
wxparisate sondunting in-pieson inmeviows with comacrable popuintion. Knowlsdgs of SPRE end Lotus 123 pesferred.
Plase fex venarm s reforanoes 1o My, MISHT & JO1-400-83455 The Unbvnilty of Maylod is un AAVBDE
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CESAR FAX is supportad by » grent from the Ooveence’s Offion of Crisos Coatind & Frewestion,
CESAK FAX 1wy bo copied witout peoninios. Pieass ciis CESAR s the somve,
301 403-K32% (waler) o 3014038342 (fux) *» CESARGomr.uomd.wiu (o-erwil} »
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