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U.S. May Cut Road Aid Over DWI Laws

e e o u e

By Avar Straess
Rushasgun Past Sinff Eester

Toes years after Congress toid statesto restrict apen aloo-
b cosytainess in cars and erack down on repeat drank drive
+rs, only nine have fully complied. raising the prospect that
most, cuding Maryland asd Virginda, 25 well 2s the Dis
trice, will e peosdized millions of dollars in hegghwary con
strstion money.

Members of Cengress om both major parties, who in-
elude: the measures in 2 bndenark 1968 highway and tran-
sit Bl trmpete? them as crucial initiatives targetiog i
toxicmed motorsts, Bot state legisktors have halked at
what they eall federat snedaling and instead see ﬁmwlm
asthe vittims,

Now, with an Oct. 1 deadline approaching and gny leg
islatares revessed & the year, neardy B370mellion in federal
fonds could be shifeed oot of cm&ﬁw m:;:s and i
salety progyams, The penalisg w be sepeated next vear
i the states refuse to butdge, and they would be doubled in
262 should the standalls continue,

B far, 26 xiates have sdopied Congresss version of the
low banning sn open 2iechol coatainer anywhese macar 2
cept the trienk while sn 3 public road. The bw 1o penish 1
peat olfenders, which calls in part for 3 mandatory onevear
suapEnsion of their griver's Brenses and §
iabling of thoir vehicies, has been enatted by 33 states.

Maryland's legislature went home this sprng without
sdepting etther measurs, leaving thestatrapen (o3 peraly
of 37.9 millios, The Virginia Generad Assembly passed the

repeat offersder Law before recessing this winser, bt nat the
opan container Jaw, amd i now faces 2 $6.8 million penaity,
‘The District has adupted noidser and could kse $2 mallion,
The sanctions come ak @ Lizne when the siates are under -
iense pressurn 10 Krounge svery cest they e for mr.«
poration speading.

“Regretrabiy, across Amenicy, varions lobhiss suppermg
drinking and sleobabc beversges have been very effaclive,*
525 Sexe Jehn W, Warner (RVa.), who sponsored the re
peat effender measure and barked the oper tomtaines law.

Bur & ~ate capitals, Republicass and Democrats siike
have sazl Lhey will not be stronganmed into allowing Wash-
o (o dietaie thelr Tocad eosd orograms.

"We'te doing 4 very good joh,
thunk you, of addressing the grob
tem of drunk driving.” said Viegini
el Wililam } Howell (RSalfind),
veho ¢hairs the House Courts of Jus
tice Cumsittee. "} ever therc's an
unwarranicd smtrusion of the fnderal
SROIAENS oo the slitcy, this i
H.

Marviand Def. Joveph F. Yylarie
Jo AD-Prince Genrpe's, whe chairs
kix chamberss Judiciary Convnitiee,
said hiv collesgrues remsin nneon.
vineed thar upghir bews amoinst
drynken driving sre npeded. “liisa
good ides, we'l o ji. Bt we won't
e pushied ban 4t

Barbaes !“f,&tsha t*w:uu\e ézrn
rne f the Natiznz!

t\wﬁ.iﬂwp 33 ‘»2
Suverhuts' Highway Salety Repre-
seioves, said she had awovi ox
pected the congressionad impens
tives 1o tun wte readbiocks and in
iatl is surprised 122;1‘ &y stafes
e complicd,

The aper container law mandated
by Congress has sparked zevern}
camplints heved thet of federal in-
terference. 1o Annapolis, where the
reasure died in Vallarios commit
st legishalors sid they were gony
Jurtable only wiih iy cutrent baron
drivers having open drinks,

Y Richmond, wheye the proposa
o faited 10 et ol of commitice,
bepidnars  auid  the  prohibltion
would be an unisir burden on pas-
sengers, such es those who B o
drink before University of Wirgime
fouthall mames o7 an their way Some
after am ardunus doy chopping wood
in the southwesters part of the st
Howsd vaid the messiore weuld muke
cigninads of siberwise Erveabiding

people who take hame 2 halidrenk
bottie of wise. “Asresting some cou
plecomming back iroma bock party i
aol goig  do anything about
Grunk driving.” Honwall said

Bust advocates of the baw

or ; Put:?;ebonkmafmmnk?ﬁeym

that aﬁmg pRssengets 1o have an
open conttinet wakes it too e3qv for
3 driver te hand olfa drink #stopped
b"l’ p()ia.“l‘

“Thereis no reasen 3t 3l that any
on¢ in oo should have gn pes eone
sainer of alcohol whesn the car & moe-
g said David Kelly, president of
the Northern Virginia ciiopter of
Mothers Against Drank Driving,

The repeat nilender meavere has
ais: run into objeciions across the
aountey fram leghvhites who believe
the punishrent i teo dracenian.
Critics arguy, for instance, thal sus
pending livenses and impounding
cars e3n trenie an ¥nfiir burden an
eural workers who cansot take tran-
it 6 their jubs,

Alibtaith Virginia adopted this
b, the prograsal was never evan in-
roduced in the Marylind legisle
ture, Dol William A Bromeatt (D
Montgumery), who M35 pressed for
tighter drunkes driving laws, said
supporiers o the repeat oimdr:r bell
gl not raze i because they fesred it
did nset have 3 chance.

“One of 1he woughest Bilks 10 get
enacied in the Marytsnd General Ae
sesebly ia drunk deiving bl * Been
rott spd Sorne polited) observers
sav the posser of 2he alcohol and ray
urant industrs, coupled with the
prevalence of diofesse Lawvess in the
fegriviative fanks, doums gms elnoere
18 STCapins w2l granhen
deiving!,

AN

oy

Nisr s the thret of losing feder-

al highway consiruction  maury
swayed sy Vo S0 far Jn stme
capitzds. To win congressional pas-
siffe twis years aps, Wamer and oth
or advocatzs agreed that deselivt
staes could move their - highway
mnay inio accoeats i not ealv
fund anti-druskenCriving PRAgETS
it 2bov inchude spending to ek
srgn dangerous interscotions and ro

bruid hagardess romdy, That compre.
smse weakened the fncentive 0
compty.

The  Gilmare aéﬁm;rm
which supported beth measures,
said the il perally would oot de-
rail state BKghway  comstructiun
plass ‘% not 2 desth semlonn”
said At Poven, Virgisiss depsty
transportation secrafary, Bor i tie
staig has 10 accommodsie a dusbled
sanction of about §33 millice intwo

. yesrs, that could hamsinisg me{;&
. penjects, be said.

Marvland highway aﬁnmz&traw:
Parker £ Wilhams sadd his saate
wonid b ahle to absarh the searly §3
mdllion penaity by moving the fodes-
al furds 10 his deportment’s Bnard
edunation program ani realioga-
e the money mgmaﬁ? burdgeiedin
thas zecouat, ssing i {or regular con-
strugtion, That w18 be more difficult
if the penaities doubly. he said,

Witiams said the federst penalties
will have mure shing i states Ii‘u{
bve hudgeted tess for salety con
5t -ut‘zwa andd b farper ones hzr'?cv

a3, {Wifornia and Flords, which

;omlk face 343 millius i penalics
tlis 22k And 25 (he Sancteas mrow,
the skes of detving Ceﬁgﬂ*: w ;u
incregse.

“Sune legislatures sre Jush Mth
smoney and have the ability 10 33} o
ko big sums of money.” said Kely, of
MADD. “But the money is going ln
aclt up, and evertually Lhev're going
o’

T e e
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éiuliani Stays Undecided,
Heightening GOP Anxieties

Clinton Strategists Consider Scenarios, Many Favorable

By Jonw F. Harms
and Micnagl, Powzly
Wustrngean Pust Siaff Fruers

NEW YORE., May 15—Whie
this year's most deamatic Serate
pare reined in a Boarre state of
firmhe,, Mavor Rudolph W, Ghuliand
{R}toduy contipued to confound Bis
impatient party by sayipg he hasstill
not decided whether to cortinue his
candidacy. That jeft frstlady Hillary
Rociham Clintan (D), who aides say
is cager 1ot to be seen enjoying the
chaos o the GOP side, searehing
far siill pew ways {6 say she s te
camment on the Gialiand emelodrz

ma,

Yo koo 1 have potputzol over
wiat the Republicans do.” she told
reparters 5t 3 brief news conferenee
today, adding, “Tun just not thinkang
about that.”

I fict, her campaign has been
thirddrg about it pieuty, gaming out
different scetiarios of what strate- °
gists believe is corsain ta be a sewly
contoured contest—even i Giuliarg |
ubdsnatzly dacides 1o make the mce.
This sryayor said today be phnstode
votn this week, gnd possibly fonger,
to doods which treatment makes
the most serme & his reoently diag-
nosed ProsRe canoey. #nd knocked
down speealation that e has all bat
decided to leave the e, .

And as anxiety grew among Em-
pire State Repyblicans—about who
their candidate would be and wheth-
er that person would suffer grievous
[Sabyilisies By the gereral glection con
st varisty of aldes 20d autside
auvisers 16 Clinton said that most of
the plastible tatesnes 1o the GOP
sisarray would be good nees for her.

One exveption, weording te sev-
eral Democratic sources, would be if
Gichars suts the race and Gov
George E. Pataki 18
agminst kis svery inclination, sides
suv—io tiake the race.

The more likely scenarios. ac
cording 1o Cliston advisers, would
e liet an advantage hat she never
could have enwisioned whon hey
in the golls 2 fow momths axce. She
pulied tven before the reoemt LOP
meitdows,

§f Giuliani does ron after all Clin-
1on advisers befimen, R will e asa
randairaily wiakened candidate.
The pubiic cobiapse oF s TRarmage
to Donna Hanover-—partcolarhy ker
contention Uit be announced be
was considerisg # legal separstion
before consulty Her--fas erased
what mught hawe been 3 wave of
sympalhy for the mavor becauss of
his reeent diagnoss of G

I the maver deops oul. the AR
many Kenbtians and severyd Ciine
fon advisers belirve is the mosd e
fy GOF nomanee, Rep, Rick Lazie,

wordd prompt 2 shift in mesaage and
strategy Ior Clinton. Although Lazio
supports abortion rights, the Long
island politiciun is in most ways &
conservative, Clinton, aides said,
would switch from 2 campaign erit-

icizing the moderate Giutiani as too
compstive 1 be a good seraloring
more tracdiional Democraiic cune
paign attacking Lazio asa ool of the
Hleokgieal right.

“r's & Heglenant in the Gingrich
army, with & series of votes Uit will
be Mg ar0und his neck,” said ane
Chinton adviser,

Lario also would start with litthe
money snd e profile. “They're
sunsding in 2 pitch hitter” said one
Democratic souwree dose o Uline
tr's CarngRigs

%e‘r{:ﬁmmfﬁsmasng
more guarded, Lazio, they said,
might do well amang suburban
Catholics, 2 major volng bloc i
New York, He also might be able 1o
usite Bis panty more gun the divir
sive Gaudtard coudd and exoite more
ethusiasm from rank-andfile Re-

lican,

Mostly, howewer, either Lazio or
soime other candidate would est
what maty analysts eace regardesd
as the central reabity of New York
thas year: Bath Gisdiand and Clinton
AR o that e
would have Bitle thance exorpt Bt
race againe the other. “The reality s
we don't know,” said one Clinton ad-
gﬁ-‘mmmmmm

Shesald Ciuliani decde to remain
in the race. Bis probiems run degpew
beyond even his health and maritsl
travails. Somersations with Bber
and political anxdysts of various deo-
ingroat stripes Say the mayor faces
gmami chulienges that while st
imsurmonniable, belie polling num
bers that show Bim in 2 neckand-
neck reoe with Clinten,

His probless R into four brosd
arens. Labor unions zre ameyed 28 4
mrsolich aganst him. The leaders of
the senal bt influential Conserva-
tive Party persomially dislike Gluliars
and plan to nominate a candidare
who may cut into his vote. Cntan
kas putied slighily abead of Giudiani
m upstate New York, where Repbs
Grans typaenily sutpoll Demoomats,

And, moiwiissianding wt 2 Re
publizan controls the statthouse,
N York vorers it strongly Demo
atic i oationsd eivctions. "New
York wited i pervent more Demor
oratic than the nation in 1995, said
Jim Chapin, 8 Demosratie analystl,
srgin Choatas Fobyemer s 30 re g
cenl viclory owver Sen. Alfonse M.
Famato in 1968, “People tonsix
tently underestimae how Deme
crasic New York staie bas become”

Ghliant faced 3 similer partinan
disarhantage it New York City and
sworeeded by picking off treditional
Democmiic constitupncies. He per
suasded lahor fesders {0 aocepl wage
omtessions without Lunching 2
frontal attack o them. In return, the
public-sector labor leaders sat out
the Last fayaral election and private-
sector unions endorsed the mavor,

That won't happer ke this race.
Maost babor upiona re solidly pro-
Cuntan, Today, the raoee consena.
tive Mew York Biate Bullding and

with Giulian, = longutanding ally,
snd sadorsed the firgt Bdy, "Wa are
she Reggn Democras,” Edward

Mulloy, the counc prosident, said.
*We are here o let New Yorkers
v that we share Hitlary Bodbam
£Hnton’s centrist views” Malloy's
endursement packed 3 wallog, @ he
t% 3 close ally of Pataki.

The first lady has  virtualy
camped out upstate during the past
yeir while Giulians ofren has seetred
reluetant 1o vesture north of West.
chesier County, “She's worked very
biard o here and Glled 2 vacunm”
sak 2n infuentisd Rew York Repud
Yean and advisor o Patakd, “Giuliant
has Yaken 1t for Zranted that be rouid

votas up here without coting
her’e‘mcﬁ gwople Kind of said: "Well,

There is, finally, the Conservative

Party, u boutique party that is a pe
culiarly New York institution. Rus
By 3 few updred bosses whe most
sfen toendorse GOP canditiaies
who sopose shartion, gun contiol
and bigher 12x2s, the Lonservitive
Party runs candidates who ofien
deaw sore than 200000 vols slate
wide, That can swing a close #ec

Lo,

*The mayer has nothing that
gives him a ticket to our dance.” said
Michael Long, who niles the Cone
servative Panty. “He's prochaite.
fmhmgmmmmzméfheseméwi&

#v, he'd be no differest an the
Bigr fennes.”

The {Washington Post
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Senate Clears Transportation Bill
With a Drunk-Driving Provisicn

Ry Davip Rovsrs

Stee?f Roparter of THE Wall STREET JOUKRAL

WASHINGTON- The Senate approved
7 854.7 Billion rransportation budgst cali-
ing Bor tough sanctions on slates that fall
te adopt sirivter drunk-driving standards
oear the next few years.

The 8.0 viite came a5 the auto industry
sad 118 enviypiunental critics appeared o
reach g temporary truge on ihe conien
tious igsue of fuel-gcancmy rules for rofit.
akie sport-utility vehicles. ¥or another
yoear, manufasturers would be protected
against any offort 1o raise the standand for
5U¥s ang Ught trucks, which has been
frozen at 20.7 miles » galion for five years.
Byt the administration windd be free 18

“recommend” changes pursuant i a Na
ticna! Acsdemy of Sciences study i he
completed by July 2601

The agreement, teached last night
wok the form of & recommentdation to
Honse and Sengte negotiators, who must
write the Hnal bansportation budpel i
ihe coming weeks, The awo indusiry re-
wing the upper hand politicadly bt
winted 1o show some Nexibility: for epvl-
renmeniziists, it is the first sign of any
micvement in what has been » fve-venr
stalemate,

Across the Capitol, & move frsoticus
Hoise debated into the night on a nearly
SI% billion naturgl-resonrees bill that is the
renterpiore of 3 stili-dtier batde bepween
President Ciinton and Repubiicans over
managemant of federal lands in the West,
The messure deckmates Mr Clinton's 3620
million “Lands Legacy” budge! reguest
buy agd protect enviroemenially sensitive
properties. But on a'234-187 voie, Wesiern
conzervatives failed in thelr attemip to
frastrate his recent sfforts 1o desiimate
searly two million aeres in five statés as
“nationu] menuments.”

Thirtyeirht Republicans breke with
thelr iesdership on the tands voie, snd the
divisions were pepeated hours later on 2
secbnd divisive issae; arts funding. In this
ease. 75 Republicans broke on a 207204
vole 10 take the first step toward adding
§22 miian for the Nanonai Endowment
for (e Aris and relgced organizations.

The GOF eountered with 2 proposal i
ferait the arts funds by havieg the maney
o instead to Ikiian Dealth. Bemocrats ac-
cusel Bepublicans of using poor tribes as
“rannoy fodder.” but yitimately gave in i
the amendment 61 4 voice voie.

The Semuie’s diuink-drivisg provision
ravives 3 debate that occurred twe vears
ago when & sinflar provision was deratied
by House pegotisfors o a massive kigh-
way Difl, The {nitintlive self faces poweriul
sppcsition, “hut proponenis believe they
have g greater chanee of sutoess given the
basking of jufluential members of the Ap-
preprigtions Committess. -

+ At issue is p proposed nBtnal stap-
dard of 0.08% blood-aiceho! content antd
how {ar Washingion sheald go in imposig
it on individua! states. Sightesn siates,
Including many of the most populeus. such
as Catifornia, Floride and Texas, dlreatly
have sdofited (he pugher standard, But a
majority of Americans sl live onder
state laws {hat sdhere 0 8 more ralexed
Blond-alcohot cantent test, generatiy 0.1%,

After the last fight in 1888, Songress
adopied 2 set of incentives & ehcourage
states o tughen thelr laws voluwiarity,
Phe current B goes further hy threaten
ing ¢ cut their federal highway aid, by 5%
it 2004, then by 18% in laler years, if they
don't come into compianoe,

The Western lands {ight in the House zs
ripe with s own electispverr politis.
Never papiiar with the reglon's comsetrvi-
tives, Mr, Clintan has aggravated relations
avels mote in the past yaar by coupling s
“Lands Legaey™ spending with a rapid se!
of executive orders designating nine pew
or eXpanded pationgl MomwBONIs BLFOBE
the Wegt, including more than one miliien
acres glone in northwestern Arizona.

The iands aiready are heid by the gov-
ernment, bt enviropmentaiists and West
graers are divided over his use of the 1868
Antigiities Act to sot unilateraily over the
objections of the region's lawmakers.

“This is 2 gift, o gift 1o our natisn”
sald Rep, Gesrge Mitler (1., Calif,} delend-
ing Mr. Ciinton,

i conservatives gnswereg that the
same gift robbed thern-and Congress—of
iy proper Toie. “He s rinning this as a
fief¢om and 2 Xingdom,™ said Ajaska Hep,
Don Young. chairman of the Hoyse He.
sources Commitiee, “Lat's put the whole
Weni in 20d zail it the Western Natlonal
Monument and gei It over with" spid
iJiats Republican Rep. James Hensen.

2 '
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GOP to Unvell
- Bill Expanding

Plans for Seniors

2y Jim VanoeHel
Siaff Reparter of Trx Waii Smeer Jeumnal,
| WASHINGTON-Bepublicans w8l inme-
- duee lepisistion 1o expang two popHinr Te-
tirement programs, as part of their ambi-
tious ¢ npaien o appest to sepler citizens
and undecided voters,

As ¢5rly a5 next week, House Ways and
Means Chairman BI Ancher will wavell a
proposal to itcTease comribution limits to
individusi retirement avcounts and 4010k}
savings plans, e final componrent ¢f the
GOP's sweeplng agenda for seniors,

House Speaker Beanis Hastsr: will in-
stract 2l GOP wmabkers to 1umpe! haw
they fought to expand these retirement
programs, lock away Social Secunty sur-
plus gofiars, elimingte the eatnings finul
on Suclal Security reciplents znd provide a
rew prescription-drug venefil,

“The proof is in the pudding, New
we'ye g3 10 g0 heme sod tell o STy
Tatout how] we have bwupacted semiors’
Hves i 4 positive way,” says GOP Rep
JL. Wans of Oklaboma, the fourth-rank
ing House GO lender.

tniike CGOP presidentisl #andidate
Geerge W, Bush, congressional Republi-
eans would exparsl retirement savings
without tzgping the existing Sacial Secu-
niiy prograf, a populsr entitlement ey
are Telsctant o ioueh in this glection year.
*THis does net have the politicsl mine-
fields iMr. Bash's! Social Security plan
nas,” sags Rep. Rob Pertman IR.. Ohiel.

Br. Pyrtmoas, 8 co-sutlior of e bil),
sid B9 Pemocrats giready have signed on,
underseoring now popilnr thess ideas are
with voters,

inder ine propossi, the main ansual
contribution Hinits to IRAS will gradually
increase to $5.800 fram 53,800 during the
aexl five years. The legistation alse wii
jit contribution ceilings ot taxriendiy
405{k3 plaas (b 315080 from $16.500,

Additionatly, the measure wingdd prod
mare small businesses 1o provide retire-
menl-savings programs and free workers
1o transfer Gwic 40105} plans from job o
job, fme provisien wouid simplify the
ruies {or small companies that wani (o set
up Ferirement plans.

The Texas Repudlioan lamemted that
hecsuse the lopisiation's provistons eheour
aging stnal} compagizs to pffer or beel up
retirament pans are essieric, many vot
eis msy not immediately spp how pro-
foundly the legisiation wolld affect their
fives, “Aior of fhis i o make pensiong
availabie to Jow-incame famifes and smutd
business employess,” sald Mr. Archer,

While GOP awmakers are still finker-
ing with how quickiy te fully phase in the
new henefits, Mr. Poriman said the pro-
posal wifl cost st least $35 Bilon over H
years, President Clinton wif) Hiely velo
the mensure,  and when e Senate ap-

. proves #, whick {s gnertain.

Stitl, Regublicans arg confident that
they have crafied an agenda that will gp

. peal to oiger Ameticans. Indsed. nternal
GOP golls shaw thal a malonty of senlors

already favor G0P candidates. [f Republi-
¢ang can maintain or expand that advan-
lige. they tefeve Demofrats won't W
able 1 chip away at the GOP's sixaseat

- mddority in ihe House,

“They are smoking somediing.” relorts
a spokeswoman for Minority Leader Riehs
ard Gephardt {0, Mo}, "We gre eectain
that we have a hetier pian fo appesi i
sentors, snd It's not éven clese.” Demo-
srats coptend that their polls show sentors
embraciog their agenda, which intludes 2
Yroader prescriptioh-drug plan snd more
money to strengthen the Social Seeurity
sysiern, “We plt oyt money where our
months are,” the spokeswornan said.

Demoorats aise back Al Gore's plan fer
# Medicare “lovk box™ that weald forbid
lawmakers from spending surplus monsy
from ihe account sl funds heslth care
for the eiderty.

M. Walls said Repudiicans will ey to
meUp Mr. Gore and Demodrats by pass
ing gislation that would “forsver™ luk
away excsss money [or Socksl Security
snd Medicare,

THE WALL STREET JOURNA
FRIDAY, JUNE 15, 2000
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

. Junte 26, 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR ERSKINE BOWLES, DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF

FROM: Jeremy Ben-Ami, DPC
Mike Sghmidt, DPC

SUBIECYT: | Pollow-up on the Presideni's June 10 Radio Address on Zero
Tolerance

We wanted 1o give you a bnel update on our follow-up to the President's June 10 Radio
Address calling on Congress o make Zexo Tolerance "the law of the land.”

Late Iast Tuesday, we pot word that Senator Byrd was planning to offer an amendmunt o the
National Highway Designation Act that would make passing Zero Tolerance laws a national
requirement.  On Wednesday otorming, we sent Senator Byrd a letter of support (the letter 15
attached). The amendment passed the Senate by a-vote of 64-34,

Our focus now 15 on getling a sinular amendment added o the House bill, The House plans
to begin consideration of the Fighway Act in mid-July, We are working with DOT on a
legislative strategy, and will consider options for ways to ensure that the President gets credit
for this achievement.

oo Carol Rasco
Harold jckes
I*at Grithin
Marcia Hale
Dan Baer
Bill Curry
Bruce Reed
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WASHIIHTYON

June 21, 18385

The Honorable Robert Byrd
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20310
Dear Roberi:

Drinking and driving by voung people is one of the nation’s. most

‘gserious threats to public health and public safety. I am deeply

concernad about this ongoing tragedy that kills thousands of young
pecple every year., It's against the law for young people ta drink.
¢ should be against the law for young people to drink and drive.

As viu know, egarliey this month, T called on Congress toe make Zero
Tolerance the law of the land. I support your amendment to the
NHational Highway System Deaignation Agt, which would achieve this
goal .

A decade age, we decided as a nation that the minimum drinking
age should be 2). In 1984, President Reasgan signed bipartisan
legislation to achieve this goal, and today all 50 statss have
enacted such laws. Qur efforts are paying off -- drunk driving
deaths among people under 21 have been cut in half since 1884,

Bui we must ¢o wore. Twoenty«four states and the nation's capital
have enacted Zero Tolerance laws that consider a driver under

age 21 to be fdriving while impalired® after just one full drink
of aleohol. These laws work - alcohol-related crashes involyving
teenages drivers are down as much as 10-~20 percent in those states.
If a1l stateg had-such laws, hundrads more lives could be sgved
and thousands of injurieg could be prevenced,

I commend vour «fforts today, and I urge the Senate Lo pass your
amandment. .

. i
Sinceraly,

FN WM



fOTHE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 21, 1995

Tha Honorable Robert Byrd
inited States Senate
Waghington, D.C. 20510

Deazx ﬁéb@rt: C s

Drinking and driving by young people is one of the nation’s-most
serious thr@ats to qulxa health and public safety. I am deeply
concerned about’ this ongoing tragedy that kills thousands of young -
people every vear. It’g against the law for young people to drink.
It should be against the law for young people to drink and-drfive.

Az you know, earlier thialmantg, I called on Congress to make Zero
Tolerance the law of the land. I support your amendment to the
National Highway System Designation Act, wh1ch would achieve this-
gcal

A decade ago, we decidsed as a nation that the wminisum drinking
age should be 21. In 1984, President Reagsn signed bipartisan
legislation to achisve this geal, and today all 50 states have
anacted such laws. Our efforts are paying off -- drunk driving
deaths among people undeyr 21 have been cut in half since 1584.

But we must do more. Twenty-four states and the nation’s capital
have enactad Zero Tolerance laws that consider a driver undex
age 21 to be "driving while impaired" after just one full drink
of alcchol., These laws work -- alechol-related crashes involving
teenage drivers are down as much ag 10-20 percsnt in those states.
< If all states had such laws,. hundreds more lives could bhe saved
and thouganés of injuries could be pr&v&nteé‘ ,

I commend ymur efforte today, and 1 urge the Senate ta pasg your
amendment . . ’

4

Sinceraly,
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For Beginning Drivers

By ABRY GOODNOUGH

CRing stathstics At show teen-
©opers intha inited States are re
pponsibiey  for o disproporitonate
ahare of trattic seckdanes, xafery ad-
vocuates In New Jersey are pushisg
for ogisintlion that would plooe now
restrictions on the youngest drivers,
stiffening what is siready ane ol the
alt;ﬂﬁwst Hoenghng systems i tho na-
thosn, . )
Thele progossl, which thx State
Legislature is axpecred 10 oonzider
e soring, would require drivers
youngar than 18 o pass hirough

three stages of Hcensing over 18

mouths, Mmaintaining & spotless driv.,
Ing e throughour. Toon-agers
wauld sl be poarmitied ro dreve sione
after criightl during this pertod,
wrnd the¥ woidd not be aliowed W'
carey other tean-ngers with thein for
the fivstfFix monihs, '
MNow rREY IF Amatig o Erowi

number ol states constdering this
. kind of gystem, known as. graduated
Heensing., which typically Includes
restrictions such
and requires tsen-agers with isarn.
ers’ pormiss o spend ot fesdt Six
manihs praciteing oith g lcensed
adult in dhae passangsc seal.

ABDULE dozen states have adopted

. graduay licansing ' iaws in recent
venrsy, while some are mors lo
ndont th¥n others, safoty advocatos

i send the same easagn:?
driving € » privilege, nou a right.

. UThedl restrictions crente A in-
cmntive I9r kids o be ms stepight an
srrow

Jim Mo@night, president of the No-

tonnl Public Services Hogentrch I -

stitute tn Landover, Md,., who has

studied gradusted licensing lamws .

T singe L0, when Maryland becamo
ihe first state to adopt one. 11 cun be
a powearful tnoentive for kKids 1o drive

safely mnd lawiulily 51 the tirmo when
they ure moagt wiinerable.”’

Alenough the number ef teen-agers
respongibie for wraffic aceidesnts na-
tionwide dropped between 1985 and
JB02, it has besn climbing agsin in
retent Yalrk Driver ¢oror scoounts
for 82 parcent of Iatal grashes among
18-venr-Glds, compared with 5 per-
cent ior people between 35 ano 46,
sucording 1o the Insuroance [esitimte
fov Higtway Safoty. And n 1998, 65
porcent of teen-a5o passengur desths
sorurred  when  anothar  an-ager
wan Bt the witosl,

Gradiated licensing Inwsx are giifi.
ing popularity as more statog e
crease zpeed Nmilts, suburban rosdy
grow smore conmpested aud the nation
expuces @ teen-age populntion hoom.

" Rudget gty havy farced bundreds of
gehonl 1rices o ellminale driving
sentrges WArivey (e last 10 yoars, and
pfelty ARvocates say graduasied H-
cenging M the best way o indure that
new  dridere gel 8 joadt sevarad
hours of Tormal Instruction.

. %

e

i

ot nipht zurfews -~

they possibiy can' said.

‘New Jorsey fs faw the only stEfE
whare residentx must be 17 oo e
eEive o license thar allows thes o
drive ynsupervised, (New York and
Conaectizul grant such Hdensas (o

18- year-pids who have teiens formal -

courses o arivmg, excent hat New

- York City rasidents who st bde 17

10 Eeiwe DIOND.S .

BUt aoavocates ingist that that P4
stricrion 18 notl encugh, buocause the
state requires i7-yenr-oids to hold o
iphraer's permit for only 30 doys
betare taking the road tegt for a
repalar Hoense,

“Thesn kiis are young, thoy're
emotional, but we let thery drive
alone afior 1wo weoeks'”' xotd Fohn

*Leane of Wall Townshipn, N, whisse

Heeat sun died foly Years apa, st
16, whert 2 17-yearotl classmate he
wis riding With drove inic & treeo.
S We need to give them mors sipec-
wised practice with an exporiescad
driver.” .
$f the graduated licensing proposal
Becotneg Jaw in Mew Jarsay, it will be
cone of the strictest in

Tecanse Lhe propasal Nak 5o many
| Slefents, 15 upecrters adimit that i1

! will ot be easy O pass in its entivety, |

Mow Jersey legistators have conghd-
mred lass comprabanaive praduated .
fHiransing bills in recemt yanrs, but
they nevel gained anouph SORHGTL.

in other states, preposads for cur-
tews and Nl on teen-A30 DasED-
gers have Lren especinlly controver
sinl. T ' ‘

o, sald State Senator Hobert

Singer, who Dians o ntroduce the’

it in the Legisiature pnoixl ononth,
“People ate gOINg to gay, “There goes
Big Brother again, wiiing v what 1o
dot We nesd o get mors infermatlon
out as o the benefits of it
The propesal, shaped by Mr. Loony
and other safety sdvocates, would
“vepaive 18- and 17-year-plds to hoid 4
Isarper's pErmiit for six months with-
eut any accidents or moving viola-
tions. Durkhg those six monihs, they
s coubd drive only with o Heensed adulis
suparvicor o the passenger sead and
teen-ape friends wonld not be Al
fowed In the Car.. .
Al age 17, they could get o provi.
sionat Hoense for 12 momths, during

An effort to show
| that driving "
'is a privilege,
‘not a right.

3

“Wé know there wil be oppowis

;«« ..

R = e

ek Rarian,
witich thoy wonld heve o take o Gix-
hour driver 'z educnation course and
CONEinaG 0 satneaiy o cloan recerd,
Throughout the provistonnd singe,

Ctasn-ppers coutd gol drive botwesn

midmght and 5 A8 uniess thay hed
1o work or awenad velippions functhons,

New York Scate sirepndy has a
formn of graduated licenaing, with a
night curfew fnr drivers younger
than I8 and o six-montk probaton-
ary period during which all new drive
ers, rogardicss of age, are penalizng
for moving violsiions. .

Bt satety advocotes nre aaliing
for a stricter lnw in New York that
would require s S-momh learner’s
pormit, then s 12-month - interenedt-
Bt Noense with at teawt xix Hours of
behind-the-whHoe! tratning. No legis.
jation has boen drafied yor, but Mar-
ia Genovene, director of government
affatry for the Auntomwbile Club of
New York, sald she sxpected a blil te
b introgoced this vear, '

Srartng this month In Conneticur,
B few iaw reguires 18- and 1%year.
s ta hold 2 leamer's permit 1o gix
months — Gr fouy wmanths, ¥ they
taka o driving vourse - before re-
eoiving o stendard Boonse, '

But affores to incliade u night cur
Tew and other prestyictinns failesd, nnd
advocates of graduated Hoonxing say
the Cosusectious nw 1% wonk o
pared with tiose in Michigen, Flon.
Hin and Kenioeiy, .

**Fhia for us i o frst step, K O0Mm.’
promise.” $aid Joseph Wankovl, dep-
uLy cormmisziondr of the Uannectdcout.
Department Cof  Motsy  Vehiclea,

TUWe'Te slowing down the proosss of

Zottitg: a ficenss o meke nare peaple
undearsiand the rales.” .
In New Jersey, fnding money 1o
pay for the sizdiour driving course
regquirement vl e the t har
e, Seanator Singer, the M8 spon-

fnoY, said, - n .

The propeogal would ssise foaes for
new drivers’ permits, to £36 from $5,
but  that axtra money -  about
$3I00000 o year — wonld only cover
the oust of noew cemputer software -
and peyponnel 1or e Department. of.
Motor Vehicles, e gnid. Teen-agery
would probably have to pay for the
instraction themselves.
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