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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINTGTON

July 12, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR Economy and Jobg Issue Group

FROM: Bonnie Deane
H

SUBJECT: Meeting with the Empowerment Network

As part of the welfare reform outreach, Jeremy Ben~Ami has
suggested that cur issue group ghould meoel with the Empowerment
Network. The Empowerment Network is described in the attaschments
that fcollow.

Wwhere: 7 OEOB room 440
 ~When:—= 5100 To 6:00 on"July 157

= e e m——

Please call Sandy Mancini at 456-2801 4f vyou are interested and
nzed clearance into the OECB.
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DATE: July 12, 1993
TO: Bonnie Dean
Office of Domestic Policy
The White House
FROM: David Caprara
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The Empowerment Nelwork
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We have invited the following leading welfare reform advocates to attend a meeting with
members of the Welfare Reform Working Group, Paul Diamond and Bruce Reod on
Thursday, July 15 [rom 5:00 PM to 6:60 PM. Each presonter would take no more than $.
minutes to iblricf’ the working group on their particular area of welfare reform. This would be
followed by Q's and A’s and discussion. Please let me know if this is convenient and what
informalio? 15 needed 1o obtain ¢learance in to QEOB.

Conference Synopsis
David Caprara, President
'I'Eiié-?
H
Family and Responsibility
Robert Woodson, Sr.
National Center for Neighborhood Enterprise
i
Charles Ballard, President
National Institute for Responsible
Falfaerhwé and Family Development
(featured i the William Raspberry cotumn last woek)

I fene Johnson
LeCl&ii‘& Courts Resident Management Council

i
!

i 1606 Kiny Street, Alexandria, Visginia 22314
Office 703-548-6619 « FAX 703-548-7328
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*Full-Employment” Models / State Initiatives
Charles Hobbs, President
The Hobbs Company

Sam Brunclli, Executive Direclor
American Legistative Exchange Council

]
83;‘2} Black
Consuliant

Ramona Younger
Alexandria Tenant Coungid

Asset Models
Bob Fricdman
Corporation for Enterprise Development

Kathy Kecley
Cerporation for Enterprise Development

Aué%ﬁy Fvans, Executive Dircctor
Tampa Housing Authorily

Gussic Livingston
Family Day Care Homes
Tampa

S1aff: Sharron Lipxomb
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The Empowerment Network Foundation (TEN-F) focuses on the
development of strategies to help people achieve economic
independence. While welfare reform and demonstration projects
involving waivers effect important short-term goals, we believe
there must be a fundamental revelution to replace the present
welfare system with a new "earnings and asset-based" system which
foaters support for individuals who exert responsibility for
themselves and thelr families.

The Empowerment Netwerk Foundation is bringing together a
diverse group of people including welfare recipients and grassroots
activists, leading scholars from the left and right, and state and
federal decision-makers. From this working seminar, TEN-F will
publish a journal on conference findings and papers presented and
develop an implementation strategy for grassroots driven local,
State and Federal actions.

1606 King Stree, Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Oftice 703-548-6619 » FAX 703-548-7328
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‘As New Anti-Poverty Policy

o

' By Guy Gugliatia
Waahlegtom Povs S05% Wiiter '

P Y

Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy yester-
day called for an anli-poverty policy What
goes beyond traditional welfare and subsls-
e programs 1o pronwte independence

" and fisitiative antong poor peaghe, sigoading

-

that “empowerment” is an idea whose line
hat comew-even for Deniocrats.

"We nced to come 19 2 botter under-
stangding about how povesty can be eradi-
cated,” Bagy said, “Poverly has adamanily
outlived the 'War on Poverly.,' the New
Dieaf and the Great Society: it has defied the
‘Reagan Revolulion’ and Bush's kinder,
gentler. Poventy is here and B s
strong. . . . We have got to do it belter.”

Fspy's vemarks vpoued 2 three-day cea-
fercnce held by The Empowerment Net-
work, 3 newly formed soaprofit srganiza-
o that proinates sirategies to mohilize
poor people to make theit awn decisions
aud ceeate their own oppoytunitics m hous-
ir:%: johs and sorial action.

Smpowernent was & walchword for a
Bush administeation intent on surturing
meagket [orces and individual instiative in the
sation’'s slums, But 1 was # buzzword for
Democrats suspicious hat conservatives

| wanted 10 us€ empoweIment as an oxcuse

-k w

te cripple goversmont-mandated welfare,
Bousiag and social assistance programs.

Folicies typioally deseribed as empowes
ment inchuds (onaf managemsent 2l hone
ownesship for low-income {amilies, granting
tax breaks and other advantages to cumpa.
nies willing (o settle in “enlerprise xanes” in
poverty-siticken aréas, promation of wmal
business "niicerrenterptises” among lowdns
come enlyeprensurs and active offorts 1o
stinudate training, sducation and asset foe-
mation anong weifarg resipienta,

b Wb iy

President Cliston embraced many of these

iess during his campaign, treatiag themas if

they had became part of a universal menu of
anttpoverly alternatives eather than a Re.
publican <all to arns, Kis program te “end

welfare as we Xeow iL° cewritien and an. |

nounced by Espy at the Democratie Nationa
Convestion, inzorporated many efenentz of

the empowerment agenta.
And with a Democrat in the White House,

L

there are increasing sigz;s that smpowers -

meat i8 becoming polilically torrert for
Democeats, The House Tuesdny annoenced
{ormation of a dipartisan “Congressions

Empowerment Caveus,” and Rep. Charies |

B. Range! {D-N.Y.} mas scheduled 20 “em-
powernicnt briefing™ taday with experts ig-
vited fromn around the country, ™ -

Fspy. & former cougressman from the
Mississippi Delts, recalied his days ag 2
‘reacgade Pemocrat” supporting empow
coment peliciey among hostife colleagues,
but showed Lthe game had changed by prom-
ising to be “a consistent voice within the
Clinton sQministration for an empowgrment
agenda” As agricuhure socretary, Espy has
conteal over food stamps, schosd Rnches,
feeding programs fur pregnant women and
new mothers, and a host of housing, lending
andd developmest projects for yurs! areas,

Espy alse espouses the empowerment te- -

aet that the effcctivensss of anti-poverty
icy should be measured In assel sccumu-
ation rather than jocome and consunptios,
*We spead billisns of doliars to help poor

peopie subsisy,” he sald. “But uvnless they -

can accipouiaie asscts, the poor will always
b poor.” ’

-

Qweing your own horne, he said. “anol a.

Republican idea: it i an Amcsigan idea”™ If
nothing ¢lse, he added, last year's Los An-

geles ziots showed that “you don’t burss.

Jows what you own”
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