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:.LessonFrom a Small Country ... .. 
N"PIainlyit'aagoodthingwhenade- .'. ." 
vetopingnatiol1.embarksonraisittgits . .u....•t.ndard. Dul the devel_enl 
oftencomesataprice.Therema tie 

..._sbort-tetmbenefitstObeJ"ed 
.. ~depleting natural ~ but 

)'! thelooger tem h can lea"" the . 
. country worse Off than before. MeaJ:t!' . 

:. '!'iille, serioUs environmw.! damage 
"may have Oecu.rred~ effectanot:
:-onty on the C01.Ii1Uywhere it was done. 
but ona gtobal~inthe case 
ofdeforestation and accompanying in: 
;e:rea~,in "'gree~~~.
'", This IS essentially a worldWliie 
probtem-oometimes seen even in 
the poorer ~ofde~tta-'. 

, , ,t:ions-and 8 complex one. But it J8 
not a probJem without sotutions. One 
_wileretruly.exciting~· 

. b;as ~madetsm thesmaD. pro-' 
~~ntrat Ame.rican oountry of 
Costa Rita. ,':, '" "._" 

, 

L' ·l Ei .' .. : 
Itt. e t.,Qsta Rica ISl d. ' . eo mg the wavon 

_ b. ;; 
some Ig· . 

4 

.. environmental· 
."
Issues. 
" ? 

.._. 
tempting to phase ouI: fossil ftie1s for 
power generation by 2010. This is' 
.easier there than it might be in other 
~tries. because Costa Rica has an 
abuiJdance of other mem of pJUduc.. 
ing pc;wer: gOO:d hydroelectric site$ 
wind -=and the geo~1~ 
tentia) that goes with living atop'a 
string of volcanOes,' " 

The couritry has-already redUced " 
power demand through an aggressive
campaign that depended in part on . 
~"classic approach Of r~sin& the' 
pnce, through a 15 percent natiOlUl 
fue] ta,X,"(Contiast that with tne muc~ 
_. of the u.s. Congress 
<:ontemplate amore mM-r, 

carbon 
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' 
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-, I ; . . 
- tiOll>87percen~~fromprotect"
'" forests. andU WtiuJd  $)(14 nUl· 
liontoreplaceltWlthfossilfuelgen
oration. Thusthe ..vi~g,o!. . 
enVJronmental protection offset Its 
costs. .,

Costa RIca s latest-and perhaM 
mostexciting-<nlIe..... ~ to set it·' 
~~ up ~ akjf.\d of world arbon bank, 
.which works as follows: An entity in . 
another nation. say, a private power 
~ (or maybe a pubUe agency , 
operating power P!<mts) is required by
Jaw ¢t pressed by mtet1'latitmal em . 
vention to cut it,s carbon emisSions or 
~t.l~ keep them frt?~ increasing. If 
it t3 mconvenient or c'<Istly for the 
power company to do so in mown 
oountry, it _"purCtmse" ie<luctioos 
msome other country. -

,The power oompany (or public, " 
agetlcY) might 00 this by building a 
non-emitting pLimt in CQsta 
the United States' Northeast 
•• . 

';c;- '.- _ .. ,~--,"- the.~w: re., <."-._ 
owrtnes and oomparucs to re-

gene~. ,:.. "":__d,~_o:~t emissions, they lOOk 

.' 

around for ways: to ~ costs, 
and this is where 
irtto the picture 

nues 
.to deforestation. 

'In (itt! oUter areaCosta _. 
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joioed the staff 
erial! news'mag_ 
l~,'lt Was an 
, country wu in 
, a' kmg.tuI'I.t\itIg 

oK)" aimed .at end· 
~ af continuous 
er Nigeria, jXlliti· 
:ampaigning at a 
.t great lime to he 

ekction, (rowning , 
lao, was sclledu1ed 
lit 10 days beftm 
!led tram Lago.s·to 
to interview It run
of the presidential 

, days later, GIl the 
hut h:e Wiill riding in 
, . four poople died. 
iri the Imspi:tal with 
rica,. He was there 
:months. For mild, 
remained duubtfu} 
make it. . 
back' 10 work Ifu: 
ft the hospital in 

S9ld£ers 
e:u;sroom. ' 
i . 

iis only complaint; 
out on the ptevj

ring whicll' Nigena 
ne (!k(:timi to the 
s;fWllts, tI.;' t!ie: 
, the: milit&!y ruler 
he:'cancdl3tit;m, 10 
his~ci
tid natiottMde tur·' 
Nomnbet, to the 
1ame-duck civilian 

lclla, who seited 
\at reinstated fuIJ. 

'sometirne$ about 
was yet, to fully 

~ffectl of hi, inju. . 
was just one of the 
io!.!eagues began 
seemed to have 

restkss and excit- . 
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Febnlarv 11, 1997 - . 

, 
MEMORANDUM FOR RON KLAlN, KATIE McGINTY, LORRAINE VOLES AND 
KIM TILLEY 

FROM: 	 LORETTA UCELLI, EPA 

, I 
SUBJFCf: 	 OPPORTUNITY TO HIGHLIGHT ADMINISTRATION ACTION ON 

COM..l\1UNITY RIGHT~TO-KNOW ' .. 

J 
Delivering on President Clinton's commitment to ensure every citizcn~s right to know 

about local pollution, EPA is preparing to finalize an important step in the Administration's effort 
to expand tb. Community RiaJ>t-to-Know program. 

As you probably remember) at an event at the White House last J~.mc. the Vice President 
committed to expand the number ofindustrial facilities required to make public the levels oftoxic 
chemicals they release into the air, ware, and laed.. Next month, EPA will make good on that 
commitment and finalize the regulatory.proposal that the Vice President announced. This action 
will increase by 30 percent the number ofindustrial facilities that will repOrt the levels of toxic 
chemicals they rel..... into communities across America. 

Community Right-to'-Know is ofhiaJ> and growing interest to the news media. Several 
newspapers -- including the Washington Post-- have expressed interest in writing about this 
pettion of the Administration's ""J'OllSlon ofthe Community RiaJ>t-to-Know program. A Vice 
Presidential event announcing the Adrrtinistration's action Could provide agood news peg for 
those stories,. 

The announcement needs to be n:iade during the first or second week ofMarch. Ifyou are 
inte.rested in pursuing this idea, please coli me or Melissa Bonney at 20z}zGO-9828 to discuss . , 	 event options, 

CC; DonB..r 
Kris Balderston 
Sylvia Mathews 
Mike McCurry 
Bruce Reed 
Gene Sperling 


