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Lesson From é Small Cﬂuntry
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veiopmg nation embarks on raising ity
-living standard. But the development
often comes at 4 price, There may be

.. ﬁgggt t,erm‘ireneﬁtszobegazﬁzued

. eting natural resobrees, but
Jin the longer term it can loave the -

" country warse off than hefore, Maan” -

- while, serious environmental damage
‘may have docurred-—with effects not -
-anly on the country where it was done-
‘but on 2 global scate—-as in the case
of deforestation arsﬁmmpaaymgm«
mamia"greenhmm 'gasey, -
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ot a problem without soluttons, One
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' - toey of democratic government sver

gince the fegendary Don Pepe Fi--

l © gueres abolished the army shortiy als

{&ttakmgeéﬁceiniﬁa It hag g his.
Yoty of epviranmental concern and

. Jeadership, yet has bad, and ontinues

i 0 have, its own share of environmen

‘tal ;;mh!uns including 1 high defores-

Aation rute, Since J0U4, however,
dertheiaadetsﬁ:pofi)m?e 's son,
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'fowst law that pioneers the concept |

Little Costs;z, Ricais
leading the way on

some big -

.environmental
‘Issues.

N
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temptm Ko p%:ase out fossil faeis for

. pawer generation by 2010. This is
easier there than it might be in othey

countries, bevause Costa Rica hasan -
ahtmdance of other means of produe. -
ing power: good hydroelectric sites,
wind gources and the geothermal po-

. tential that goes with Hving atoa &
‘string of volcanoes,

The country bas already reduced .
power demand thr an aggrossive
campaign that depended fpparton -
the vlassic approach of raising the
price, through a 15 percént national

- fueltax. (Contrast that with theé reluc-
tance of the 1.8, Congress even to

contemplate a more modest BTU tax
st many years age.) Some of the rey-
txines are being recycled fnto refores-

“tation, thus preserving or restoring -
" the rezource base while avoiding or -

reducing carbon emisstons as mﬁy
forests can,
Thec&rbout&xwhnke&taa 19’36

of it” for envirommental benes.
- fits such 24 watershed protection and .
absorptm of greenhiduse gases. Of
the water for hydroelectric genera- .,

most, exciting-endeavor is to set it-

-which works as follows: Anemity in

tm;z, 87 permt Comies fmm pmtect—
ed forests, and it wold cost $104 mil-
tioa to replace it with fossil fuel gen-

-eration. Thud the sgviags of |

envirenmental ;azotectiazz offset its
casts L
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s¢if up 25 a kind of world carbon bank,

another nation, say, a private power
cempmzy (or maybe 3 public ageacy
- operating power plants) is required by
iaw or pressed by international con-
vention to cut s carbon emisiiuns or -
at east kéep thém from increasing, B
it is inconvenient or cdstly for the
power campany to do so inits own
country, it may “purchase” feductions
in some other country, -
The power company (or public-
agency) might do this by building a
non-emitting plant in Costa Rics, a5
the United States” Northeast Utifities
hasdone witha E&«megam& wind
farm fhere, Or it mi ght buy the equiv-
slent of W conservation easenient ona’
tract of Costa Rican forest, so that
tather than being converted to pas- -

- - turelagd or some gther.nen-forested’

staté, the land is mdintained in its gat- -
ufalstatunga capturey C‘sex::tester»
et") of carbon, Or it mightsimply payr
for reforestation.

“This system, known a8 "}omt me%a- i

. . mentation” creates 2 “matket i vir-
2 the” mud; iri theory at least, brings 1%\ M
about pollution reductions at the zt;w- S ine&li
.. st possible cost, Onee the law re-

7 quires countries aiid companies 1o re.”
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-able on commodity markets, Fcr now ;
" H provides funds 19 small far

around for ways to mindmize costs,
and this is where Costa Rica cotaes

itto the picture by offering itself as 2
fieans of achz&wng me ;miintmt cuts. '
instrument that aﬂows gneto inwest
ins pollution reductinn through 2 type

of bond that wit! eventually be tead- -

for veforestation or forest pmtzectwn.

* This approach also permits geners-

tion of multiple income streams fmm
the same tract of forest by activities®

 that don’t affect carbon storage such’

as geotouriém or extraction of minor .

" - forest products. The combined reve . °

nues constitute a powerful altmaﬁ'm‘
e deforestation, Y-

“In the other avea of mmtion,
Costa Rica's “alfiance with.natiure™.
has abready produced nature-oriented
‘tourism on the scale of $700 million &
year and more thaa 100 pmrate £0p-
sérvation areas, incloding a rain for
3t canopy tram and several butterfly”

Farms. The most sephisticated aspest, |

however is the Nationa! fustitute for
Biodiversity (INBig). med and led
~ by Rodrigo Ganiez,] isa hubof -
activity engaged in 3

tcryaftheﬂmandfammﬂmzﬁ "
- percent of the natich desxgzmted forl
pmnanent prmtion. Thisisalifed

. fto an éndrmous datal

and wsed
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. The generation of wealth from moly .

, mﬂes innatyre, thanks to e:gzmzed

data ami the 3bzitty to résamt to tim

“+ though polls indicate Cas:a Rmaaare

B supporters will walk away, because,

stematic inven. -
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same mdmz!aa} tree that pwmusly
yielded a promising compoond, al- -
ready makes Costa Rica a country of
choice at the dawn of the age of bio- . |,
technology,

This isaottosayﬁzataﬂ ti'zmmi-
Hatives have been without their pmb-
< lems or their critics. The carbon tax .

- in particudar has been unpopatar, al- -

witling to pay mére for water if guar-
anterd quality and quantity for thelr
-children and grandchildren, Fzgx:eres
bas, nevertheless, paid apricein -
“abysmal mpaiamy ratings for parsu--
ing his visionary {nitiatives, Hé pemew
_veres, however, convinoed he should”
{iz}thengiztthmgfeziusmw&ry’s "
- "economic growth and quality of life,
and confident that thss will in izme be
. recogmized.
The bigissue is whetiier there 1al?ill

*be continuity afwgﬁmendef‘immw

stitutionally mandated single termin-

May 1998, It ¥s unlikely that foreign- .

as U.S. Interior Secrethry Bruce Bab-
bitt obseryes, “The sworld aeeds a
Costa Rica to show the way.™ :

- {ritics viten say Costa Ricaisa
specis! case, an snomaly among Thivd |-
World nations. It probably js--andso <
- i%its brifliant, energetic apd hnpuiwe -
young preszdeﬁt But the entire world
wotld do wail top&? attention fo the
exciting experiments golng on there, |
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On May 5. 1998, barely 18 months
tafter he came owt of the hospital,

. Gmrge_?fgmted i é}ym Lagos
prenmes Iugazine by soldie
-from the Directorate of Military tntel

" ligence (DMID), one of the many arms

alists arl:u.ifz
g 15&83:1;;!
v pears ago by
2on. Sard Aba-

oot o prison
E by a military -

YBET tEfresen-
{appeal, § hag

e Joner Szt

o & share the
3 be's 3 closg

Khoed the suaf
Brim news mag-
LY. Tt was an
' coantry was in
@& jongeanning
acy aimed at gnid-

5 of contihaous
er Nigeshs, poiiti-
RApeiiming at 4

& great time to be .
election, downing

W, was scheduled
mt 310 davs before
Hed fram Lagos te
to mterview a run-
of the presidential
r days later, on the
Bus he was fiding in
four people died,
i the hospital with
ez, He was thers
- months. For maek
reruined deubiful
make it '

back: 1o work the
it the homital in

soldiers
é;*fitzsmom. ;

i .
fis only complaint:
f out on the previ-
ring which Migeris
ne elativg to the
s cresults, to the
the military rujer

© fear that undess

of the sprawling security system that
keeps the Nigerian armed forces is

. power, Az they usually do when they.

come to Tell, the soldiers who arrest-
=i Geosge had demanded ¢ see the
editor in chief. When told he was not

©in the office, the groun, led by an

sy roajor, demanded (o see “any of
the editors.” K

Most editors, a8 they have to do
during tuch "visits” by security

-, agents, mianaged 1o escape from the

compound. Bt George, an assistant
&ditor, was taken away In an um
rarked Jeep, Neithet his wite nor any
of Bis fends and cofleaguss have
» seen himy singe. Nor has Ehubechuk:

wu Yemish his danghter, twe months -

old at the time, .

Numerous letters sapt ta the DMI
and other agencies, seeking expiana-
on for the arrest and appeating for |
his release, were ignored, When
Bose, Georga's wife kept going to the
Lagas beadquarters of the DML, the
officers in ‘charge threatansd to ay-
rest ber, 100. They refused to acoept
4 fresh supply of ks medication,

in the pewsroom, the cly clue
anyone had as to the reason behind'

< the arrest was that theaeﬂizarwhg?ed_

the team was waving and complaining
abenl 3 stary thal ran thees wesks
before in Dateline, a sistey publica-
tign. concerning # coup ot the Aha-

. <ha regime anzounced i had detectsd

in February 1995. Many Nigerians
doubted the regime’s daim that there
ié-.ad beer 2 plot, and many public

mares  opeply %md those.
soutts, Tell and Dateline duiy report.
ed them, L

In August 1995, the regime sn-
nounced that a.secret military triby.-
nal had convicted g’ to 40 soldiers
and civilians in connection with the

~Teoup plot, Ameng them were four
© Kurmaliy

ts who received 1S.year jagl
terms for “complicty™ George Mbah
of Tell;, Christine Asyanwy, peblisher
of the Sunday Magazine: Ben Charles
O, editor of Classique weekly; ang |
Knale}ﬁbg;!g ?w of The News
magazine, - these publicstions |
h{zi vutspokenly reported op Lthe

- widespread doubt about the suthes-

Lty of the regime's coup piot claim,
Cwer and above the sadness about
his coufinement i prison for two
years now, George's wife and friends
e airaid for W Ble e was in-

. fragiie health even before hix arrest.

in Nigeria are very
harsh. And there is much reason o
; Gearge iv réteased
mhemg&:taotmakeimuzaﬁye.‘

Josh Arinze, & Nigerian-born -

<. Jowrrglist, works in Washington.

BJ Diowe Jr..
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Choose Your

-readings for & confsruke bere about

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. 1t is common-
plice to hewr prople complan sbout bow
the peditieal dedipte 't el ” it shout

Mbings tha matter,” and invedoes: pobth

éians who "posture” withowt “lking
aath othar - - L -
Now, assame that this eriigue & right
The question & Why?
Last week, | found 3 plavsible answer
i an artice inchsied it o packet o

oivic emgagement, Written by Michael
Walier, » philosophar at the Institote for
Advanced Study o Prineston, NoJ it wes

mﬁhﬁ-%!ﬁudmwuﬂ:R

was published in Dissent magazine,
Waleer argues that # you ook a2t .
standard political arguments, they tend
to be fspired by one of four allinclusive
ad wapian visions of the good ife, Most

= of uy understand each of them, and few

afmaggé‘wﬁhﬂmwwm&my.’
Twn of these viskns come from e
B The fist sess the good e as

defined by “the political commanity, the

democratic ste” We should be mest

engaged in our vole 25 citiens who spend

o %8 mah tme a5 posshle defiberating
" about the pubtic good. If we're not heing

+

public and -political-~# we're distracted

. by auch naaers ud, say, our faody o oue
"' WOtk vE 1 rmissing what miatiers,

The second, leftist vision ¥ the ol
Marist idea that work ouatters must and
that the imperative 13 to selse control of

One seed freedom as defined by aur roles
&% conseners in the marketplace. b this

. vies, says Wabrer, our freedom ix defined |

" by oue shility,To “ehoose among 2 maxk- -

s morber of options.”> The gstarg of -
this szory are the entrepreneurs, “heroes
“of autonomy, consumers of epportunity®
Therefre, the. mure activities that are

" devolved fTom govemnent 0 the rednm

of the market the betier, :
*Firally, there s nationabism swhich
 stands 28 50 aernative 0 "Tarket amo-
TRIitY #nd disloalty.” Nationalien: asserin

that “to fve well is to participate with -

Lotier men and women b remembering,
‘cllivating ‘zod passing on % natonal

Nm;if“yrxméehwmy@fﬂwm
. pobitcal argusments B2l zte ove or anoth-

Utopia

er of these catagrries, you can sbe why

we complain s much. P probably most
partzal to civie prapsapdem. Bany fow of us
fve mest of our Bws In publo—we -
Repally dob't lve in “the povernment’ ..
and wi have good reasan to refum

regularly to the spheres of work, adone -
and family, .

A similar case cadh be made sboat the
definitin of oo s “workers” M we're

" jucky, we love our work. But we usally

pebed againgt the wiea of our wixi defin-
mg us And & Margdst scosunt of buman
beings as jrodues doesn’t work so well
mam@ywhmwmmmm
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The faws of what Waleer cufls “nuar
ket mnperialon” ave pbvicus, The mar-
ket is immensely prodoctive, but it pro-

vides little 'sﬁ;zp{:rt, for

frice £an be pit oo everytking, (Think of
whether sou'd pet 3 market “vaioe” on
veudr Kids.) v . :
And, much 23 we alf auy love our own |
covairy, wetionatisn §x fawed becawse it
dorsri't el w3 4 thing shout how we
should organize that’ ooy, how we
shenkd treat thase who areat partof i,
and what rights its citimrs should have,
. This 18 where “civfl society” comes z
The ovl socety view has honorable
rochs i e struggles for freedom agsing

Thue power of this Klea, xays Wazer, is
a3 “a corrective 4o the foar § i

‘accounts of the good de.” We don't ive

- entirely & the political agheve, We don't
“hve entirely through our swark We don’t
Bva entirely Dhrtph the murke?, And we
don't ive entirely through the nation. We
~ You can see the valee of Walser's
argament 85 2 evithyise of our politics, W
they're sayingt that salvabion liss throvgh

. governiment, We rebel against Regub-

cans when we think they'ee saying thay
salvation bes the rarker. We're

looldng for 2 balince, A synthesis, that'we

wwmmm:
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February 11, 1957

MEMORANDUM FOR RON KLAIN, KATIE McGINTY, LORRAINE VOLES AND
KIM TILLEY

FROM:  LORETTA UCELLL EPA

SURJECT: OPPORTUNITY TO HIGHLIGHT mmmsmnoﬁ ACTION ON
COMMUNITY RIGHT-TO-KNOW

|
1 1

1
Delivering on President Chinton’s commitment 1o ensure every citizen’s right to know
about local pollution, EPA is prepaning 1o finalize an important step in the Admirsstration’s effort
to expand the Community Right-to-Know program.

As you probsably remember, at an event at the White House last June, the Vice President
committed to expand the number of industrial facilities required o make public the levels of toxic
chemicals they release into the air, water and land.  Nexy month, EPA will make good onthat -
commitment and finalize the regulatory-proposal that the Vice President announced. This action
will increase by 30 percent the number of industrial facilities that will z&;}{m the levels of toxic
chemicals they release into communities across America,

Conmununity Right-to-Know is of high and growing interest to the news media. Several
newspapers - including the Washington Post -- have expressed interest in writing about this
portion of the Administration’s expansion of the Comrunity Right-to-Know program. A Vice
Presidentisl evert announcing the Administration’s action ¢ould provide 3 good news peg for
those stories.

_ The announcement needs to be made during the first or second m}eek of March. X you are
interested m pursuing this idea, please call me or Melissa Bonney at 202/260-9828 to discuss
event options.

i

i

CC. Don Baer
Kris Balderston
Sylvia Mathews
Mike MceCurry
Bruce Reed
Gene Sperling



