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To: Bae the distributian list at the hottam of this message

(1
Subject: PDTUS Remarks Friday re: Child Care

Excerpt from Remarks by tha Prasidant during Women's Ecanomic
l.eadership Forum, April 4, 1997:

in addition to that, we have tried te improve, as Betsy

said, the operation of the federal chiid eare programs and how they
intarface with those at the local lavel. And iIn the welfare reform

Lill, one of the best things about it was we put up $4 billion more

for child cara. But let me say, | still belisve in some ways that's

the most underfunded employee support program in the United States.
And | urge you 1o take a lagk at that -- about the delivery system

and hows it works. {Applause.}

One of the things that | think should be done intensely
in avery st:ate - and U'm geing arcurd (o stetg lagisiators, along
with the Vice Presidant and the First Lady, 1o talk to them about
education reform and weifare reform —~ and one of the things that |
think every state should do is ta targel the establishment of ¢hild
care centers and the training of child care workers for moving people
from welare 10 work ang then giving people on weifare who do becoms
vertified child carg workers either fees or discounted service for
their own children in the child care centsrs whare their parents
wirk,

i vou look &t it, ws have g window here of significant ’
opportunity, becauss the states got ¢ block grent under the welfarg
reform B, tergeted (0 how much they weare getting when the weifare
robls were ut thair highest. The welisgre rolls have now dropped by

ahout 2.5 million, the biggest drop in history. So they have some

extra money here until the next sconamic ragassion somes along, f

And | belisve that ene of the most significant things
that can be done -~ and | urgs gl of you to ask your states {o
consider doing this and 1o iohhy a1 the state tevel 10 do this ~is
to focus very sharply on the apportunity this welfare reform bill
plug thig extrs cash the sistes ghves up 10 set up for the first time
a genuinely comprehangive wall trained, well staffed, properly funded
chid ceors network in the counlry i o way that will move people from
welfare 1o work and make child care available 1o lowar wage working
neople who have never been on welifare in their lives, but can't
afford decén ohild care for their kids, e & terrific opportunity



and we should be doing it. (Applauss.i
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