
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 24, 1997 

. FAMILY CONFERENCE 

DATE: June 25, 1997 
LOCATION: Vanderbilt University 

Langford Auditorium 
EVENT TIME: 11 :00 am : 12:45 pm 
FROM: Bruce Reed 

I. PURPOSE 

To highlight your commitment to improving education and to increasing family 
involvement in education. You will announce that the Department ofEducation will be 
releasing a handbook on how to create school compacts. 

n. BACKGROUND 

This is the third family conference you have attended, and the sixth family conference the 
Vice President has held. The conference is entitled "Family Re·Union 6: Families and 
Learning," and it will focUs on family involvement in education. The Child and Family 
Policy Center at the Vanderbilt University for Public Policy Studies and the Children, 
Youth and F;mHy Consortium at the University ofMinnesota are co-sponsors ofthe 
event. The conference will be attended by approximately 1,000 invited participants and 
will be broadcast live via satellite throughout the country. 

In your address, you win be announcing that the Depanment ofEducation win be 
releasing a publjcation entitled. &Compact for Learning; AO.Action Handbook for 
School.Famjly.,Communitv Partnershios, School compacts are required for schools 
that participate in the Title I progI:am to ensure strong parental involvement, but can be a ' 
powerful tool for all schools that seek to raise student achievement. The handbook 
provides step-by-step strategies, examples. and checklists on how to create an effective 
school compact, how to use a school compact, and how to strengthen and improve a 
school compact over time, based on results. The published version of the handbook will 
be available in late summer, and copies may be reserved by calling the Depanment of 
Education and will also be available on IheDepartment's World Wide Web site. 

You and the Vice President will be leading a discussl0n designed to highlight efforts to 
involve families in learning. You will be seated on stools on stage, and you will have the 
option of moving freely during the discussion as in a town hall settirig, The first three 



panelists will give vivid examples oflocal programs; the second three will discuss ways of 
expanding these strategies on a large scale; the following two panelists will descnbe 
strategies for communicating these ideas to the country; and the last four wi!! talk about ­
federal. state, and iocal policy that facilitates their efforts. 

Prior to your arrival the Vice President will make a formai address and will announce the 
fol!owi~g: 
• 	 Findings from a parent survey sponsored by the Department ofEducation, the 

Family Involvement Partnership for Education, and GTE, 
, 

• 	 Establishment ofa new partnership to train teachers on parental involvement. with 
a kickoff teleconference on effective use of techoology set for this fall. 

• 	 Creation of. privately financed school reform fund, headed by John Doerr, that 
would provide grants to "start-up," "speed-up," and "turnaround" public schools, 
I 

,j 

• 	 'Announcement ofa new technology tool _. an "electronic dashboard" - that 
parents could use to get important information about their child's school (school 
standards, events, homework assignments, etc,) and their child's performance, and 
to communicate with other parents and teachers. 

Also, priOrlO your arrival, a short film oft,v, and movie clips on the subject of families 
and learning will be shown, JeffCale from UCLA provided this film, which is similar to 
Ws film Ihat was shown at lasl year's conference, Following Ihe film, thn Vice President 
will lead an-hour-long conversation with six individuals about family involvement in 
oducati?n. These panicipants include: James Comer, Yale Child Study Center; Hedding 
Carter. Publisher and former Assistant Secretary of State; a father and son from inner city 
Baltimore who have worked to involve poor urban families in their children's. education. 
Gayle Ross, a Cherokee story teller; and Phon Malaikham, a young Laotian refugee who is 
now a teacher in TCMessee, Following this panel, the audience will be shown a 
documentary produced by the Boston University Film School with children ofdiffering 
ages discussing their family's involvement or lack ofinvolvement in their schools. 

m. 	 PARTICIPANTS 
! 

The Vice Pre,ident 
Secretary Ridlord Riley 
Susan genrich~Cameron. Principal, Cason Lane Academy. Murfreesboro, TN 
Yvonne Chan, Prirn;;ipal, Vaugn Next Centu.ry Learning Center. San Fernando, CA 
Roberta Altman, Bank Street College Faculty and Liaison to Midtown West Public School, NY 
\Varlene Gary. fanner teacher now serving as the Manager of the Center for the Revitalization of 

jUrban Education. ·She is representing Bob Chase. Presi<icnl of the NEA at this event. . 
Anne 0" Neill McGintis, Parrot, S~I nnd Community Involvement Coordinator, Hamilton 

,Schools. Chattanoogn, TN 

http:Centu.ry


Diana Lam (DEE-AH-NA LOM), Superintendent, San Antonio School District 
John Dberr, Partner, Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield & Byers, Menlo Park, CA 
Patty Burness. Executive Director, George L\lcas Foundation, San Rafael, CA 

. Betty Webb, ExecUtive Direcwr, Family and Community Educational Servic:es, 
Minneapolis, MN 

BiIIPureeIl, Director, Child and Family Policy Center, Vanderbilt University, and 
Former House Majority Leader of the Tennessee General Assembly 

State Senator Ember Reichsgot! J ~nge (YOUNG), StateSenator, 51. Panl, Minneaota 

Open Press, 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

- Mrs. Gore will announce you and the Vice President onto the stage, 
- You and the Vice President will take your seats. 
- The Vice President will make briefopening remarks. 

- You will make briefopening remarks. 

- The Vice President will lead the discussion by introducing each participant individually, 

- You ,ViII have the option of asking follow up questions to each participant, 

- After each participant bas spoken. the Vice President will make a closing statement. 
- You will procead to the podium to deliver your prepared remarks, 

- You will then work a ropeline and then depart, 


'SEQUENCE OF SPEAKEF.S PARTICIPATING IN THE ROUND TABLE 
DlS.CUSSION ATTACHED, 

VI. REMARKS . 

To be provided by speech writing, 

VlL ATTACHMENTS 

- Sequence of Events. 

- A Compact for Learning: An Action Handbook for School-Family-Community 


Partn~rships. 
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, Forum P;u1jcipants and Su~n:estrd Questions 
(IN SPEAKING ORDER - THE VICE PRESIDENT WILL INfRODUCE PARTICIPANTS, 
PARTICIPANTS WILL SPEAK. TIlE PRESIDENT HAS TIlE OPTION TO ASK FOllOw 
UP QUESTIONS.) . 

The Vice President ~ makes opening remarks. 

The President - makes opening remarks, 

. 
Susan Genrich-Cameron ~ Principal ofCason Lane Academy in Murfreesboro, TN. 

Susan is the head ofa school that combines family centered decision making and the creative use 

ofleaming technology. 


SUGGESTED QUESTION: Susan. llOw did parents influence the creatia" ofthis 
wonderful school? 

Yvonne Chao· Co-founder and Principal o[Vaughn Next Century.Learning Center in Los . 
Angeles, CA. Yvonne. with other neighborhood families, has transformed a failing elementary 
school into a strong'charter school that is the core ofa new community. 

SUGGESTED QUESTION: Hillary visited tllis IVondetful scltoolwhen she wa.r in 
Los Angeles a[mv months ago. She was struck by thi! change you have created in tlte 
famili~, the school and the community, and the pride that tlfe children are taking in 
their success. How did you accomplish that? . 

Roberta Altman - Bank Street College Faculty and Liaison with Mid-Town West, a New York 
City public school. She teaches graduate classes in education. 

SUGGESTED QUESTION: Tltls seems like a model partnersMp that would be 
beneficial to other schools. Roberta, wlurt role do families play in forming 
partnerships like this? 

WadeD': Gao ~ Manager of the Center for the Revitalization ofUman Education. Warlene is 
representing NEA President Bob Chase. She has taught disabled and diadv.nt.ged children m' 
D.C., and has worked at the NEA to implement nationwide parental involvement initiatives, 

. SUGGESTED QUESTION: Wl11'lene, you're a forllf£l' teMher and you lead im effort 
to rel'itali:;e urban schools. How can we do a better jab forming partnersMps between 
families and teach'!"S in our cities? ­

Anne O'Neill McGintjs ~ Coordinator of the'Parent Resource Center' program, which 
works with PTAs to form Parent Resource Centers in 80 schools in Chattanooga and the 
surrounding area. 

SUGGESTED QUESTION: Anne, how do you mobilize so many families, 
CQ"U1t~n1ties and scltools in titis process? ., 

Diana Lam (OEEAHNA LOM) - Superintendent of San Antonia School District. 

Diana h~ reorganized her entire school district by focusing on stude~t achievement and parent 

involvement. 




SUGGESTED QUESTION: I knmv you've used some oftile successful "lOdds 
demonstrated by New American Schools. H",.ltas this process improved the quality of 
learning and given families good choices ill tlleir public school systems? 

John Do~[[· Partner, Kleiner Perkins, Caufield & Byers, Menlo Park, CA, leader of. new 
technology toill •• an "electronic dashboard" -- 'hat will help American families ana scbools. The 
dashboard is CtirreDlly being developed by a group of high tech companies in California. Doerr 
recently led a group of high tech CEOs in calling for national education standards. 

SUGGESTED QUESTION: John, would you explaln how this prototype could 
facilitate home and school c(}mmunication~ and su"ound children, families and 
teachers with vital in/ormation? , 

Patty Burness", Executive Direc~or ofthe George, Lucas FouridatioQ. 

Patty will discuss. film the George Lucas Foundation has created to help parents understand 

what the best schools ofthe 21st cenrury should look like, and how to help make needed changes 

a reality. 


'SUGGESTED QUESTION: Patty, h,TW .anfilm be used to help leachers,familles and 
communities? . 

Betty Webb - Executive Director, Family and Communiry Educational Services, Minneapolis. 
Minnesota. Betty is responsible for the process that led the Minneapolis public school system to 
be the first in the country 10 benclunark family involvement, 

SUGGESTED QUESTION: Betty, can you lell us what effect your efforts are having 
Cit teaching and learning? 

Bill Purcell· Director ofthe Child and Family Policy Center at Vanderbilt University. and fonner 
l\.-fajority Leader ofthe TeMessee General Assembly and former Chair of the Select Committee on 
Children and Youth. As an eleCted official, Bill helped pass legislation that made Anne McGintis' 
work in Chattanooga possible. 

SUGGESTED QUESTION: Wltat was Ihe change 11,01 you proposed, and ltow can 
other states facilitate family im'O/vement? 

Stat~ Senator'Ember R~i<bsgott Junge (YOUNGI- Minnesota State Senator. 
State Senator Junge was instrumental in passing legislation that bas given families much greater 
choke in their public schools. 

SUGGESTED QUESTTON: How has Ihal worked, and whal can ollter stales to learn 
from your experience? 

Se<retary Riley. will make remarks. 
I 

The Vice Pres.ideot ~ will make closing remarks and introduce the President to make a formal 
address from the podium. 

! 

The President - will make prepared remarks.. 
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conference agenda 

June:25, 19971 Vl'IInderbltt university I NuhvtillJ, Tenn,"" 

A conference sponsored by The University of Minnesota 
Children, Youth and Family Consonium and The Child and 
Family Policy Center at the Vanderbilt Institute for Public 
Policy Studies, and hosted by the Select Committee on 
Children and Youth of the Tennessee General Assembly. 

OPENING SESSION I LANGFORD AUDITORIUM 

8:30.8:40 a.m. Welcome 
Joe Wyatt. Chancellor of 
Vanderbilt University 

Martha Farrell Erickson, Director of Ihe 
Children, Youth & Family Consortium, 
University of Minnesota and co-sponsor 01 
Family As-Union 6 

Bill Purcell, D~ector of the Child & Family 
Policy Center, Vanderbilt University Institute 
tor. Public Policy Studies and co-sponsor 01 
Family A.-Union 6 

8:40 - 8:50 a,m. "I'll Tell You the Rest Tomorrow" 
UCLA School of CommunicatIon FUm 
Introduction by Vice President AI Gore 

A video collage containing Images of family 
involvement in learning from TV and films_ 
assembled by Jeffrey Cole, Director, UCLA 
Center for Communication Policy. 

8:50.9:50 a.m.,. Forum: "Sto!yteUeis" 
The Vice President leads a forum discussion 
of compelling storles of Intergenorstional 
learning. Six partleipanlS discu!lll how their 
rIVes were shaped by their family 
experyences. 



, 9:50 .. 10:30 a.m. : Vic~ Pl'esldent~s Address 
and demonstration of new technology 

10:30 - 10:55 '.m. 	 "Lessons from the Ones We Love"'1 

A Boston University Film. Introduction by Tipper Gore 

Interviews are conducted with individual children discussing their 
families' roles in their learning process. 

11 8.m. - 12 p.m.. Forum Di.cussion with President Clinton and Vice President Gore 
•The discussion will address the lollowing queStion: What are some 01 the 
. strategies useO to actively involve families in chlldron's leaming? 

12 - 12:30 p.m. 	 , The President's Address 

I 

.' 12:50- t:50p.m 'LUNCH I PEABODYCAMPUS-MAONOLIALAWN 
Remarks by TIpper Gore 

SECOND SESSION I PEABODY COLlEGE CAMPUS 

2 - 3:15 p.m. 	 IVice Presidenl's Con.ersallon with Remote Site. 

,(RotUnda, Social Religious Bldg. - Peabody Campus) 

:The Vice President, with.an audiance of policy 'eaders, hosts a 

:discussion with four live interactive remote sites. These sites are 

'examples of creative Involvement ot fa.milies in ear1y childhood leaming. 
iusingtechnology to linklamilie. and schools, training and involvement of 
iparents and teachers, services linking to schooling, and new approaches 
to taachj~g and leaming. R~mote sites are in Boston, Chula Vista, 
,Calif.. Minneapolis,MN and Union Clly. N.J. 

2 - 3:15 p.rn. 	 Workshops 

Audience attends workshops in lour clusters. The.e workshops are 

concurrent with the Policy Session in the Rotunda led by the Vice 

Pte<lident. 

, 

1. How Very Young Children Leam: Helping Children R ••ell Thai. Full Poteotlal 
location: MRL Bldg .• Room 241 . 

Session Leader. Or. Stanley Greenspan, George Washington Medical Schoo! 

Program: Migrant Head Stan 


,, 
2. 	 Family Ut.","Y and P'eparalion lor Eany Learning 


Looatlon: Soeiol Religious Bldg.• Room 122 

SessionL_r. Tony Pet",.on, U.S. Department of Education 

Programs; Partnership for Family InvOlvement 


, ,........ 
 , 
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3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

P($pariflg Children lor SGhoolllnd Pariilrus for WOrk 

L.ocation: SodaJ Religious 61dg•• Room , 21 

5..';00 l.eader. Myron Oggiesby·Pitts, Hull-JaCkSOn Magnet School 

Proglal11s: Caldwell Early l.eaming Center. AU.nta Head Slart 
, 
Reaching Out to Parents from the Start: 
Location: Soeiai Religious Bldg., Lobby 
Session Leader: Or, Martha Farrell Ericksort, University of MInnesota 

Programs; Matamallnfaot OutMach Worket" PfOjQCf and Minnesota's 


Early Childhood Initi.liva 


SChOOlS Working with Families 

LOCation: HiH Bldg.• Room 75 

Session Leader: Don Davis, Center for Responsive Education 

Programs: California's Vaughn New Century Learning Center, 


. Tennessee's Family Resource Centers, Baltimore's Parent Academy . 
Exlended Day l.eaming and O....Slop S.",lces for Families 
l"""ti"n: Maybom Bldg., Room 205 • 
Session Leader: Bill MllIiken, Communities in Schools 

Programs: cason l.ene _demy, Tenness...; Schools for Extended l.eamlng. 


; Minneapolis. MN; Wa$l1inglon Helgnts. NY 


The Workplace Supporting SChoQlI Family Partnerships 
. Location: Maybom Bldg•• Room 204 • 
Session Leader: Faith Wahl. Office ot Workplace Initiatives, U~s. General Services 

Administration 
Companies; John Hancock. Mattei, Hemmings Motor N~ Work Famify Ofreetions 

Creating Active SchooL Family and Community Partnerships 

lOCation: Payne Bldg., Room 110 

Sessio'n Leader. Joyce Milliken, Johns Hopkins University 

Programs: National NetwQrII Pannership 2000 and O·Heam School, 80slon 


The DASHBOARD: A New Gateway and Navigator lor Families 

Location: Soelal Religious Bldg., Room 201 

John Doerr, K1elner, Perkins caulield II. By.... (KPCB) 

Progra!7ls: Spectrum Holobyte WebTV. Martmba, Four 11 


Linking Home and School Through Technology 
location: Social Religi""" Bldg., Room 223 
sessiofl Leader. Jerold Bauch, P••body College 
Programs: ElSflnhowar Scho<ll. New Jersey, Family Educallon NeiWorll, CAST . 
Building Networks 01 l.eamlng lor Families. Educalors and Students 

Locatio-n: Social Religlous 6kfg., Room 130 ' 

Session L••der. Lany Kirkman. Senlon Foundation 

Programs: Laaming Technology Cenler at Peabody College, NETschool.
, . 


I 

Adapting 10 O1If.~ng l.eamlng S!y1&. 
Locolion: Soelal Religious 6ldg., Room 102 
Session leader. Howard Gardner. HaIVard University 
Programs: Cab Calloway School, 001a"""'; Washington High Scho<ll 

Slralegl<$ That Involve Families In Schoo1s 
LoealiO(l: SOCial Religious Bldg •• Room 132 
Session leader. James COIner. Yale Study Center 
Programs: 6o<Mlng Park Elementary Scho<ll, Virginia; Parent Academy, Baltimore. MO; 

Natiooal COuncil of JewiSh Women Parent Invowement Protect 

, " 




The vice President is plaooing to make four anOQuncements; 

• 	 Findings from a patent survey sponsored by the Department of Education, the Family 
Involvement Partnership for Education, and GTE, Key findings: 

· 
It I 88% of parents ofparems.think schools treat them as important partners in helping 

, children lea1!1, and.86% say teachers generally listen to whauhey have to say. 

It ' However, close to 800/0 of parents believe they and their teachers should learn 
more about how parents can be more effectively involved in their children's 
education. 

It Parents give higher marks to elementary schools than middle schools on several 
measures of parental involvement For example, 62% of elementary school parents 
said schools do a very job explaining to parents what students should know and be 
able to do in each subject, versus 45% in middle school. 

• 	 Establishment of a new partnership to train teachers on parental involvement, with a 
kickoffteleconfetence on effective use oftecnnology set for this fall.· 	 , 

I 
It : Founders include members of the Department ofEducation-sponsored Family 

Involvement Partnership for Education and four leading schools of education: 
,Vanderbilt l:niversity, l:niversity ofMinnesota, Bank Street College (NY), and 
; Columbia Teachers College, 

• It In addition to the fall conference, the'partnership expects to produce and 
disseminate a guidebook on effective practices, sponsor new research, and 
organize follow-up meetings and activities to allow teachers to share ideas. 

• 	 Creation of a privately financed school reform fund that would provide grants to 
support good schoolleadcrship and innovation among three different categories of public 
schools: "start~up, -, "speed-up." and "turnaround" schools. 

, 

• 	 The fund is being established as a 501(c)(3) based in Silicon Valley, headed by 
John Doerr and overseen by a board of private sector and education leaders. 

It 
· 
j The VP will have no formal rote in the fund, although it stems from his challenge 
~ and vision of school improvement 

It The VP has agreed to be the honorary co~chair of a kickoff conference to be heJd 
.in the next several months. 

• 	 Announcement (and demonstration) of It new technology tool -- an "electronic 
dashboard" ~~ that parents couid access via computer to get important information about 
their child's school (school standards. events, homework assignments, etc.) and ttieir 

, 
d 



II 

, 
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child's performance (homework completion, attendance. etc,). The dashboard will also 
help p!lrents communicate with other parents, as well as with teachers, 

a 	 j Student privacy vvill be scrupulously protected using.cutting edge technology, as 
I well as passwords for parents. . 

It Developers of this new technology include Netscape and Marimba_ Marimba's 
CEO is e.xpected 10 assist with the demo. 

An early version of the aashboard will be used to gather input on what's useful. 
with a more complete version made widely available later. 

• 	 . The VP will note that there are additional technology tools in e:x.istence to help 
parents, students and teachers work together, 



,, 

INFORMATION FOR DINNER GUESTS 

'FAMILV RE·UNION CONFERENCE PLANNING DINNER 


APRIL 24, 1996 


This dinner will be ooe of 11 series of dlscQ1\Sion..;; held by' the Vice ?resIdent to create a 

shared. understanding of the issu~ to be oonsidered aliliis year's family policy conference, 


"Family Re·Union VI: Families and Learnlng". (Sc< enclosed information about Family Re­

Union). 


Th~ spollrofl' and the planning group have been c",,,[tiering every "pea of fllll1ily 
involvement In leaming.from early childhqou on. The sponsors and thc-Viee President:ltC . 
particularly concemed about how scbouls can respond mcre adequately to the ways that children 

, learn best We will consider 'what c~oes WQuid be.nei;~sary in ord~r for schools and pre­
schools 10: 

J. 	 Have an interest in., a1li:fan,ability to:'charac~r!ze each, ('hild IS undenylng 
individual differences and developmental'capadtles. 

2, Have learnin.g approathH based on these differences and d}namic. emotional 
interactions. They use evolving t~chn~logles ,to ",,:ork with differences 
and toenbanc... Interactive learnmg"nOl to'replace It, . 

3. Promote ong~)lng relationships between educators and ehlldren 
characurized by warmth and '1turturanl."'e. 

4, Create a partnef'5bip 'between edUClltQrs' and tbe" child's family involving 
COHaoomtlon tin Sdl(')()l governance, the integration of learning experienCf;S in home 
and school and the facilitation of the duM's o\"erall dc\elopment. 

5. Build on the strengt)1s of commwlilies ""uppon learning, and. ' 
, promote cooperation and futuf'l! citizenship with servke leaming, 

The evening will begin with an informal cocklail hour, fO!lowe~b)' a discussion io the 


front hall. Durin$ this time we will hear briefly arout the proce:;s'of creating school~ that mcct 

Ihese challenges and seek IMcuonfrom the varying points of "iew ",prosen.,d by the guests, 


"During dinner, at our indh1dualtables we will cnntinue to discuss the role wt each of our 


constituencies and organ;,,,tions would have to play in effecting these changes, and the major 

barriers to success, 


At d....rt lb. Vice President will ask us 10 join in a general discussion and hear our sugg<8liollS 
about if,Ctlon steps toward ac:hieving these gc.~s" 

l!CH 



DINNER GUESTS 
Family Re .. Union VI Planning Dinner 


April 24, 1"7 


THE SPONSORS 

Representative Bill Pureell, Director of the Child and Family Policy Centerat the Vanderbilt 

lo!\tilute of Public Policy Studies and former House Majority ~r fM the Tennessee 
General Assembly and forrneT ChairmatJ of the: Select Committee on Children and Youth. 
KnO\\'n for his national leadership ;n the issues of education reform, criminal sentencing, 
health care and worker> compensation. He led the elfolt which resulted in passage mthe 
Educatic;n ImprovemenT Act, Cleating "21st Century Classrooms"~ in scnol)(t across the 
stale. 

Dr Martha Farrell ("Marti") Erlekson, Direc1orofthe Children, Youth ""d Family 
ConS(mium of the. University of Minnesota. ~ar1.i is a foun.cler of The awar.JAvinning 
STEEP program. a preventive s1r<llegy for high risk parents and infants based O~ 
anachment theory and re=h. She is Co.Ctwir of the Fatber to Father prosrom, 
Featured in a weeldy Ctiumn, radio show and PBS TV sbow, she speaks and consults 
na1iOl1aUy and abn;xtd on topics related to her work. 
Ron Erlekson, is Senior PaJtner ofKKE Arcbitects, a large MiMeapolis firm that 
special,,,,,, in scbool design . 

Dr Dorl. Alvarez, Principal of the Hoover High Schml in San Dieg<> 
Elected National Hig!1 Schoo! Principal of the Year for 1997, and California Higb School 
Principal of the Year for 1996. Since 1%2 sbe has been & tc.1<:her ",,<I administrator, chiefly 
at the hi gb school level. 
Joe Alvarez~ is a'pilot for Sout:1west AirEnes and a retired US Naval Commander. 

Gordon Ambach, fu<>e"Utive Director of !he Council of Chief Stale School otlice", 
Rn'ten years Mr Ambach was Ne\-v York Stale Commissioner Qf Education and President' 
of the University or The Statf'. of New York He served on President Clinton'S Transition 
Team, as a membet Of the National Council on Education Standards and Testing. and ted in 
the dev",lopmenl of the Goals 2000: Edw:ate America Act. 

, 
John Anderson, President, New American Schools 

NAS is a non~profit> biparthaf1, publiC-private partnership dedicated to creating and 
disseminating proven new design, for public schools. Following a 30 year career with . 
IBM. he was an educational con,ultant to corporations, and Slale based coalition' 
working to create a systemic scho<il rdonn policy fromework. He se",ed on the 
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F're:.idenCs Transition Team for the Departmentof' Education. , 
Can-ie A.nderson ('iCjssy~» is a volunteer in the President's and First lady's 

scbeduling off;ce, and Vice I"r<:sident of a hospitality servioc for diplomats """ted to' 
Washington. 

Dr Yvonne Chan, Principal of the Vaughn Next Century Learning Ct:nter in L:~ Angele.'" 
a charter school serving 1200 students living in fX'verty of wbom 9$% are Hispanic and 
4~S% African American. She is a nationally recognized r~ berund l:olJ public school 
reform and re'structuring whiC4.'1 includes high standards, one-stop shopping for human, 
sociallllld educational services. Awaroed the Natiooal &:iucalor Award in 1991 by !he CA 
Department of &:iucalion, she donated the entire S25,OOO to her schot~. and lias leveraged 
more than a million dollars in matcb.ing grunts. She is also AdjUllct Professor at UCLA 
and Califomia State University, 
Eugene Cban, is .Intired S3les representative for Southern Win.,and Spirits and a 15 
y=Team...r Stewaro, 

Dr Richard Elmore, Professor of Education, Harvard Graduate Schoo. of Education, and 


CcrChair of the Harvaro F'<t~"';t on Schooling and Children, His principal research. 

includes work on the relationship ~rween school and district level management, 

instructional improvement., and school acoounmbihty. Author of .. Rest!ucturing in the 

Classroom: T.""hlng. learning and School Organization" and "Getting to Scale ,,;th 

Educati9""l Practice." He has held legislative and poIiey position, in the Dcparllnenlof 

Health, f.ducation and Welfare, 

Lynn gImON, is a stafr a.~stan.t in the teacher edUC'.ttion programs at the Harvard 

Ora.:!uate School of &:iucation. 


Dr JlII 15<01, President of the Isml Family Foundation 
An educntkmaJ sociologist,. Jill is a member of the President's Council at Columbia 
Teacher's College where she previoosly dirccled ,he pre.sef\'ice program in childhood 
education. ami a Beard }'"1cmber of Bank Street CoIle,gc where she was f(lnnerly Do member 
of !he gmduate faculty, 
K('nneth Jgt:()l~ has owned and operated mobile and personal communications 
busines..s for the pal 30 years, 

01' Augusta ("Gussy") Kappoer, President of Bank Street College which is known for its 
programs in """'her education, early childhood education.lcarle",hip trJining and a 
progressive school I", children, I"r<:viollSly she h .., served as A<sIstant Secretary for 
Vocational and Adult EdUcation, US Depa!lment of &:iucation, Acting President of the City 
CoUege, of New Yorli:, and President or the Borough of Manhatmn Community College. 
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Dr Thkmas Kappqer, is Adjunct Associate Professor of Latin American and 

~bean , Stndies at the City College of New York. 
, , 

Carole Kenn~y~ Principal of New i-ta\'en Elementary SchfxJI in Columbia, Missouri is 
President of the National Associalion of Elementary Scho<,l Principals. which .epresentl; 
more than 27.0CiJ elementary and se<:ondary scoool eduealOrs in the US, Canada and 
overseas. A principal for 15 years. and teacher for 17. Carole has been a leader allhe state 
and national level in Ihe NAESP. 

E~ McElroy, Secretary.Treasurer. American Fe<lerntion of Teaohers, AFL·CIO 
A fOmlor reacher in Rhode Island. Mr MoElroi' was p"",i<lenl of the Rhode Island AFf... 

ero. ?resident of the Rhode island Feder.:ltion of Te3i:hers, a member,Jf the AFT 
Executive Committee, and AFT Vice. President 
Edwina McElroy. is a reading speciali'" in the Fainax Counly School Sy,,!em and has 
taughl in Md.ean and Rhooc Island. 

Deborah Mei~f*, Senior Annenbcrg Fcllo\\: at Brown University. Vke Chair of the Curuition of 

Essential Schorn:;. and Director of a new elementary school to open in B0010n in the fall of 
19Cfl. Beginning as Ii Kindergarten and Head Start teacher, she was rounder and teacher­
direcl",'"f a netwolK of break·the·mold ",hools in Eos! Harlem. and principal of lIle . .. 
famous Cenlr.ll Park East Sch<X)1. , 

William Milliken. Founder and ]>re"idcnl of Communities in Schools (formerty Cities in 
SchooJs). the nation's largest staJ'-in-schooi network, wWeb fi"..ached more than :!62,(X)O 
students apd their families in 1996-97. Mr Milliken was '''Vbi~ House Advioor on Youth 

Issues to President Carter, adVisor to Prel'oident Bush (m the Education Summit, and if> 

helping to plan The President's Summitfor America's Fu.ture" to be held next week. 
The ~..erend Jean Milliken. an Episcopal pries< is founder. president and 
counselor at the Pastoral Counseling Network Inc. 

Dick Panons. President of Time WaJ1lf:f, 1nco and a member of the Boaru of Directors. 
He is Vice Chairman of the New York City I"dI'IIlellibip and Chamber of Commerce and 
Chairman of the Upper M3Jlhanan Empowenn••, Zone Development Corpomtion.. The 
NY"C Partnershtp is rhe citfs preeminent business and civic organization and is working to 
engage;the business community in workforl't: development and educati?fL ' 
Dr Laura Parsons, is a p'ychologist for These Our Tl'03Sures, Inc. (TOTS). a 
deyeioP,rnental center in the Bronx.l'-'Y serving children age;; birth to 5 with developmental 

difficuliies . ., 

llCH 
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, 
Carol 	RnstC).!senior Advisor to the Secretary of 'Education and Djteclor of tbe America REad 

Challenge, she pre,iously served as Assistant to the ?resident for I.:.Xmtestic Policy and 

directed the President's Domestic Pdi"", Council. Shl: wa' Senior E.'et:utive Assi.Iru1' and 
cbief policy advisor 10 Governor CHnton, 

Dr Ttti Sizer, Pre<ldent of the Coalition of Es._tial Schools 
Noted. Jone time advocate of selleK)1 restructuring and reform and originator of the Coalition 

of &.sential Schools Which is now a component of the \. ATLAS Community" mode); ,mc 
of the seven designs promoted by new Amt'rican Schools, Author of "Places for Learning" 
Pta:oos for Joy: Speculations on American School Reform", and "Horace's Compromise", 
among many other wen-known warks on schoo\ ~fonn, 
Nancy Sizer, a teacher for over 30 years, she is the Director of a new charaer school in 
Massacl!usens. 

Ralpb Smith, Vic<: Presiden' of the Annie E Casey R:lundalion, and rounding President of the 
Philadclpbi. Children', Network, founding Director or the National Center OIl Fathers and 

Families a1 file University of Pennsylvania and a member of the university's law school 

faculty. 
Dorothy ("Cookie") Otani-Smith, Pre,ident of Qi Entcqmses, Inc., a c<>mpany 
speciali7ing inprogram developmen, and prof""",ma] educati,m in the field of dentistry. 
She also consults with private seclor companies in the field of oral health care. 

Lois Jean Wblte, !'resident-Elect or the Natl(maJ PfA, she is a fonner member of the National 
PTA"to Education Comm.ssion. and IX1S{ president of the Tennessee State PTA where she 
held numerous oIher leadership positions. She is. retired principal flutist of the Oak Ridge 

SymphOny, Wld. flute instrllclOf. 
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STAFF AND FAMILY 

DOD Gips. Senior Domestic Policy Aci\,tsor~) the vice President, and tri~ wife, 
Elizabeth Berry, Director of Design ie.lnl Operations fur New Amerk:.'!.n Schools, she 
created (,he original strategy !o tdentify and fund promising visions for dramatic whole­
school restructuring., 

• 

Nancy Hoit. Advisor 1D the Vice President for Family Policy and Direct1Jf of the Family Re­
Union conferences, and her daughter, 

Sarah Holl Whitman, President and CEO of Explore, Inc. an experiential illl,.. school 

and c..xtended day tearning program. ~he previously served as Director of Business 
Planning in Ih. White Hoose Offi"" of National Seni"" and Deputy Director of a division 
of Ameri""'P". 

Elai'ne K:lunarck. Senior Domestic Policv Advisor to the Vk-e President, and her son 
,, 

Susan Lis., Chief of Staff to Tipper Gore and her husband, 
Jeffrey Li.., Partn<rond Chief Operating Oificer, Piper & Marbury 
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FAMILY BE-Ul''I10N; A fAMll.Y PQLlC.Y INITIATIVE 

BACKGROUND I AND HISTORY 

Vice Prelsident Gore is leading a family pobcy iniriatjye \l.'hich is informed by the annual familY 
policy cxmfercnc-es which he moderates. The conferences provide the Vice Pre~dent and others who make 

policy at the fedeml: state and localle".l an opportuni,y '0 learn from Ole experience of r.mil'" 
themselves, and lhose who work \\ith them. The Vice President believes that forfar too long we have 
created p,ograms designed 1(l address the pathology "r individuals, or Ole needs of the bureallCtalOy that 

selYes ,ham. He seeks to find ways thal IVe can understand the needs of whole f<UlUlies and communities 
and build on 'beir strengtha. Each conference brings 1(lgelhsr 81)).1000 individUals and provides an 
opportunity to explore a topic suggested by the worK of the previou.< <oruee"""e. 

For the 'past fe\\' years these conferences have been sponsored by the Children. 'YoUth & 
Family Conso:1ium of ,he University of MUUlesoU! and the Select Commitlce for children & Youth of 
Tenncssee. Funded by chariOlble foundations and individuoJ donors. they baY< provided a lively exchange 
of ideas between e,,~ iri various fields. grassrtX:lllO program directors, academic researcbers, and 
avemge citizens. The conference site is Nashville, Tennessee. 

Previous conferences have covered me generJ.! topic of {amity centered practice. faoily centerd 
p<~icy development. fatherhoed, families and the media and worl:: und family. Thesc Family Re-Union 
conferences have led to an ongoing poiicy initiative which seeks lo "'rein\'ent~ family policy SO thal it 
reflects the realities facing families and government today. 

Several public and privaTe sector activircs have resulted from these conferences. For example" 
in resJX.m~ to One of the conferences. "Pamily Re~Union 11l: The Role of Men in Children~ Uves~. 
private sector organizations have created funding and research coliaroratives, created ~FatherNet" > and 
acted on Ole Vic<: President's concept of a national 'Falher to nth.," program. A Presidential 

MemOOllldum entiOed -SnppOltng the Role of Father. in Famili""" is being implemented by a wide una~' 
of federal agencies and programs. 

PeIhaps the mosl,slgnificanl o1.JtCOme I,)f each conference ha;; been the ongoing FWtnershiPs 
created between orpniZli.i.lons and individuals in eacl:l field wbich have built momentum behJnd nC\'<' ways 
of addressing long standing is.iues sucb as the absence of fathers In chihlrenls lives, the impact of tbe 
media cuJrure on chil<Jr.1I, tile delicate hal..", between worl:: &. family. and family involvement in 
educaUOIl. 

J..IGH 
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F~i1y Re-Union VI: "Families and Learning" 

Vanderbilt University 

Nashville, Tennessee 


June 2.5. 1997 


Bpeklllllund 
The next Family Re·Union conference ",ill focus on the es...entiaJ relationship betWeen famiJies ru , 

their children' s Jearnin@. Conference attendees wili explore the Star.c of our knm\'ledgc about this subjCCl 
as well as suc<:<:ssful policies and programs which encoumge and support family involvement in leamin, . 
advanced leaming technologies. and Slrategies for school refonn thn1 meet lb. needs of children's 
ilidividualleaming styles and developmentaJ sm~. 

SplmWliI)IIl and fuMing· 
The sponsors will he the Child!en, Youth & Family Consortium of Ill. University of Minnesota 

and Ill. Child and Family Polk-y Center at the Vanderbilt Univer;;ty jnstilllte for Public Policy Studies. 

The oonfere~ce is funded by private charitable donations. No government fun~ are used. 

De IU2~ 
There is. an abundanre of research demon<trating the essential connection between family 


involvement and effec'ive learning by children of all ages. This is lnle for families of all education levels 


any socio-¢Ctmomic group. This relationship begins at birth with parents as the ~hi1d's first reachers. an 


(:.ootinues through the 5oC:hool years, when ~nts mu~t become active partners with the schools. and int( 


adulthood. 


New reSe.arch on brain development and attachment supports the need for parent5 and care-giver! , 

to 00 actively involved in early leamjng )f children are 10 realize therr full potential. Parental inyotycmen. , . 
especially lhe involvement of pure"e, for whom school has been a source of frustration and failure, can 

lead 10 increased adult tileracy and skills leading 10 empiO}lllerIl and increased .elf esteem. 


De<pi:e this resc=h. and many widely Y'''Qing examples of 'lI00essfulschool/family partnershi 

most schools and school administrations are not designed 1.0 encourage this process. Experts in Ute tick 

of education and child development feel that more attention needs 1.0 re paid to the policies at federal, sra 


and local level which may inlenli,,,,,dly or unintentionally discournge parental involvement. and thaI boll 

parents and educators are greatly in need of information about effective strategies for scbOolifamiJy 

pattnerships and ",boo! refonn stntegies thn1 result in effective lC3<:hing and learning 


During the last six months the SpOIl"'" and the Vice President bave met with many leaders in Ih· 

field of education. Together they have dt\'eloped a design lor lbe conf erenee which they hope will 
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promote lively discussion., dcmoostmtc innli\'ative apprl"laChes? and lead to positive change in the arenas ( 

policy and practice. In addition to sessions involving the entire audience of J()C() at whif'll the President 
and Vice President will preside, !I!ere ",II be bre3koutsessior.s in four clusters: 

• Early Childhood 
• Partnel'1llllps with Working Famllie. 
• Ltamjnl Technologies 
• Stntegies tor Change 

film ReOllSlloe til. Vle"po.Int of Chjldrm 
Ooc. again the Boston University School of Broadca'ting and Film has agreed to produce a film 

which interviews children on this subject and communic,;-ates their ex~riences in the realm of work and 

family. In past years this film has been considered one of the most powerful and m.m~l. parIS of the 
conference. ' 

A Netlfl!rk gr MuW"le Site. 
Hundreds of remote sifes will ~ nero,'orked by sateHtte and some be able to ioteroct with the 

-conference V..JJ'ticipants Md to give feedback from their locations across the C(l1lfitry, Four sites ~U be i! 
and inle""'.v. with the Vice president during a IX'li,'y discussion. 

, 
~ Sot...." Rf par.nta! lovolve'lWlt in Edw;ation' 

A ""yor survey spons0red '0)' OTE and the VS DepM,rnent of Education is b<-lng conducted. T; 
survey will attert.PI to discover the exte'nt to which pat'C'nt~ are, and want [0 be,. involved in their school­
age children's learning. 

J.1OH 
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tc-'\)-, s·"~ "~ ~ ':::,31'''' _'"B\2.­
Ovel'com" Ba~iers to Family Involvement in Title I Schools! Report to CongreSs c.t"it. (,Of\ 

This i a 120 page study (with an 11 page executive summary) ofbarriers to parental involvement \Jl'~'\(,-q. 

in tb r children's education and strategies for overcoming those barriers. Required by Congress 

in t e Improving Anlerica' $ Schools Act. it also "includes findings on early implementatioq of 

pc visions of the parent involvement provisions. in Title 1. The ropon finds that some orthe major­

b rriers to increasing parental involvement are time (both for parents and for teac~ers), . 


chnoJogy (for example, lack of access to classroom telephones for teachers or voice mail that 
uld be used to explain homework assignments to parents). training (for both schools and' 


parents). school organization (such as the sheer size and impersonality ofmany secondary 

schools), Other barriers cited include lack of education, language and cultural differences 

between famili~ and schools, and lack of support from employers. 


After identifYing barriers. the repon outlines successful steps·,that have been taken in 20 schools 
and districts to help improve parental involvement. such as a parent center in Buffalo that offers 
parent·child computer classes for students grades 6w 12, an elementary- school in Philadelphia-tha t 
operates a parent network headed by a core group of ten parents, and a Cleveland elementary 
school that holds parent-teacher conferences at the local library and the YMCA. which are closer 
to some parents homes-and where the principal sometimes contacts employers ifnecessary to 
request time off so 'parents can meet v."ith teachers. In addition. the report covers state policies 
and practices that support family invQlvement, with examples from Kentucky, Rhode Island, 
Wisconsin and elsewhere. 

,, 
, , , 

Ifused in a radio address, the report could highlight several themes: the tie between parental 
'nvolvement and children's early learning. the link between parental involvement and achievement 
fhigh standards, the potential for technology to bring parents and schools closer together, the 

n . for expand family leave ~egislation, the fact that the Administration's Title I legislation 
su orts closer school-family partnerships-, as well as the very broad Family Involvement . 
Part ership for Education that the Department of Educ8tion has organized, Listeners could be 
invite to caU the Department's IASOO number for more information on parents can get involved in 
their c dren' s education. 
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I 
EXECUI1VE SUMMARYI 

I ThirIy y';'" of ~ SUPPON dlo concl..io. tha, &mlly i••Dlvemenl in child"",', 

I 

educali"" is crilicallO _,___ (U.S. o.pattment of Ildueatioo, 1994). Irltteas!q • 


&mllies' 1nvoI- II; Ibe educatioo of their children so thlllaU children can achieve al level. 


enic:uI......o ill challClltin& academie standards is ." Imponanl coal of Tille I of Ibe Elemo/lllry and 
S~ l14ucatioo Ace. IS amended by Iho Improving Ametioo'$ Sel!OQ!, Act (lASA.) of 1994. ForI _Ie, Tille I requJ... all schools and <Ilsttiets ......IYing Tid. I funds 10 eng.ge In ... _lYe 


amy of activities 10 bolld the capac;!)' of boIh pan:IIU and .1$iliff 10 work logether I. lNppOIt of 


I ...deDu' leamlllg. Tid. 181$0 lfqUites achoo!. 10-,,,...1"1', willi pmDLI, • wrilWl pare1Il 


I 

involY"""'"t pelky mal describes '!O'" achoo!s will ~ parenl3' ~y informecl and how !IIey ,',,' 


wlll involve """",to in the pi-ins, "";ew, and improv."..,1 of Tille 1 programs. 


IASA requires th.1 !he U.S. Depanmen! of Edu~lion (ED) """".tt ....dy of pare1Il

I lnvolYCmCIII Ihat.idenlifie,ranlt describes; 

I • 'common barrl .... 10 elf••dvo parental Involvemenl I. the education of partil::ipaling 
children;' and 

• "succ:es.sN1 local policies and programs that improve parental involvement and UteI 'perf""""""" of participati.g chilcln!./ ,, 
DOlO sou",,", fOI £D', .rudy i1I!:lude: (I). review of the ......rch U.....1IlfO on pare1Il involvemtlll;I . . 
(2) the Fa Response Survey of Sehool arid Family P • .",."hips in Public School., K-8 (SFSP)•• 

I . natiooaUy mpre",ntative survey of 810 clomenwy and )Diddle schools; (3) Ille ParentIFamily 
Involvement component ~f Ibe Nation8l Household l14ucatio. Survey (NHils)•• ·••ti~DalIY 

I 
 repr..entative survey of 20.792 ehilcln!n and Ibeir parents; (4) profiles or 20 local TiUel programs 


til.. have been successful in o,vercomlng barriers 10 parent involvement: (5) parenl focus group 
interviews conducted At five af these 'prolral1U~ ·6tld (6) asurvty o( 36 state educatioJial aienc;.es

I regarding state activities to promo.. school.family partl)••ship., 

I 

'Barriers to Family;Involvement in Their Children's Education 

I ,I 
A large body of research has documenfed thai ~en schools make a concened. effon: (0 enlist 

parents' help in fQsrering ch~r~n'S learning, sruderu achievement rises (Armor. J976~ Epstein. 1991;

I 

I 

I 
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Leier, 1983: TOomey, 1986). Wben _ inyest in developing pannenbip' __ llIat 

...Il10 ~" 10 wpport !heir cbild""'·.I.....ing 01 nome and itt 61:1100" Ihe poteOtiJI belleIIu for 
students aregteai. Wh<n scbool-..1afl:d, ramily--,.Ia<ed. or cl>.....nity·rel.r;xI bani... _ parents 

from bcr<lmln,g invol.ed. ,rude." lose .;, imporuult ....... of support for !heir .ead";';" lcarnillll. 

, 	 . 
Botll scbools and families tTequendy lac!< the time and other "_lCC$ llIey need ro ..tilblish 

effective p_IPS... 

• PrlnJp.,r. 01 K.-8 1ltl. 1 r<hools ,.pen !hal timt Is 0 boniertD ponnt 111.,,_ 
_"","'often li«ut CII\1otlurIlJdor. Eighty_ PO"""'t of Tltlei prinoJpaIS repott 
that lac!< of ti... ""Ihe pan of pmnts is • algrufoeaitt bamer to p...... Involvement. 
and 56 .,.....t repon that lock of lime on the pan of sohool staff is • bamer . 
• 

• 	 T~ad;en tZnJI PflnftJS llu:Jc 1M logistical wppm lhtJI woul4/«eiUlau thW writ 
lOtethu. for wunple. marty reachers latk access' '0 priva~ teleph~. aDd' parents 
often lac!< !lie trlIIsportation and child Wt that ....uld allow !llem 10 make more 
frequent visits to schOOls.. 

• 	 1'_ d1ld mt»:rC~ (olUlnJiM u. ~lpu:itllly ,roM.ematielOT poor ponnts. fot f.hese 
parents. basic survival. child care, and b:altb needs often inl.mn: with !heir 
partlcipation ia 61:11001 <JICl1" (Fruchter, Galletta, &. While. 1992; Liontos. 1991). 
Prineipal.-of hlgb·povorty TiU. [",bool. repon !he. f....r parents .noruI tn<lltional 
6l:lloo~ events til." principals of low-poverty TiU.i_s. 

t.a,c:k pC Information and TUining 

• 	 "J 

Most parentS and school $taff receive little training on how to \Vork with one another., 	 .. . 

• 	 Alnw, hDll.' prlntipols ("S p...,nJ) Ut K-I 7!tl, I «h"Z. rep.,.'/u;JJ la<k 01 stqfJ 
traintWg in working -wilh paI'IttlS is 0" grtal Df tNidetate Unitr to p4f'enl 
inl'oivtmettl., 

• 	 &mt pannIt repiJrl tluu tnt, de. not kno~ how to <ini5t tktir tJ!ldrt1t's fl.C4demit: 
leamm,. These par~nts would tikImOf¢ guidan,e from school staff on bow to help 
(Ep,,,,ln. 1992; Lei«h &. Tangrl/i988). 

, .,it 
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Wllb.., dle proper lnformalion aruI dle skin. to work t¢geIh.... _I .wt aruI f:unUieo "'" 

""'re likdy '" view each other with suspieiOl1 aruI dislnin: 

• 	 'h<nIJ' p,,,,,,,'oJ principls III K-8 Tirbr l"hDDb "'PM tMtlfll!JattiJu4es_ 
, pennlS are G 61Uritr III ptU.lIllnvclr_ In ,c/wtJL UIIinfo"""" racbet$ are more 

likdy t. view parents' _ In Glloo! as an indicatloo that P""""" d",,'t care abOut ~ 
tile education of tIIelr children. ' 

• 	 P_1Ilt ..r.. uperi..... ldu1011lU wWlWIin, Dr oJiJeMIing _" deddJllMt ,.;ch .... 
d....t ,..u,larelortlu.,."lIoi.rehU4n., ~-"",en """,,",' of Title I 
principal. repon !h~t pare.. altitudes .bout Ibe _ are a problem, 

, . 
, , ,

School Orgaul..tion 8nlil't!i<!l<p 

Tradilional Gllool org..Iza~OD and pmriee•• espeeiiUy In ~Ildaty Gllools. ofWl 
di=ge family mernbert from becoming involved, 

• 	 Suney _ S/u,.. lhat pennlS 01<Ild<r cJriUnn an Ie.. likd, to QJttnd G ..Mel, 
<..iii Dr ..rUlllttr til tIuIr tIri/d" s.MoI.", pennls oj",unger chlJ4nn. for 
eJtaIl\Ple. 61 p=ofprincipa1. of Tille I el=wy RIIooI$ repon that 1110$1 or aU 
of llIeir parents aw;..s regularly sclleduIed pareat_r .onf........, compared willi 
22 pcrtent of printipals nf Title I midrll. schools. ' 

• 	 8._....mw" ..Mots or. ,lIt.r.u, much /4Jyu tMn .1.mrn/DrJ ..r..ois, _ 
....Hooch" ,...,..,U>l. for,""", _,. ,tudfnu, 111., _ ...llIlmp.,...1IJ1l tD 

portnu. p"';'.. often frnd UdiffICUlt t. Identify a staff member specially du1tged 
with die well-being of dleir child (liOOl.. &< Harold, 1993; l!utberford. Billig. &< 
Kettering, 1995). aruI find it more diM.." t,o develop a relationship wilh school ,taff 
a5 a reS1.lIt. 	 .. 

'. ' 

Some schools tontinu~ to rely ex.dusively on uaditional outreach methods that have proven 
.ffettlve (or only ,limited number offarnili..:" " "''''''- ­

• 	 Many sdool amvilitt tJuu inw>lve ptUenJI, su.ch GS oP'" hOlUe. tm4 sttulelll 
p.".nIIJ1JIC....tend t. b, school-dlJmillil1.4 tm4 p.riphtrol to tho day""" 
op.r4tions 01 til. seAoc/ (Frueb"r. Galle ... & Whi... 1992; Mannan I< Blaekwell. 
1992; -S~ap. 1992). Survey data !how that parent attendance at lbe:sc kinds of events 
is .ower among parents with tDWer inC01'l'le a, edue.ation levels. 

• 	 1/ scJrooU 40 invul ill 4e~lqping a re~lfOlt DJJHJ!:4nl involvement «tivides thaJ " 
tmphasi:.e persQIlJ!l~td t1Jt'n1ion atuI inltl'tlction wilh pGTen1f~ the, wiJJ be more 
succ:es$ful in 4ngaging pQ.f~nlf whom Ihey had given up os "/uud to reach." Survey. 	 ., 

iii 
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data ',bow dlat whe1lllCbool. enSag. in 
:(. 

..... p",,"lalizel! in.._ with pmnu; 
su"'.... parcut-tt.1Obet "".f........ low-in<ome and l......suwed patel!!> ._about 

. as often as other parents. . 

" 
... , 

DIfferences in education level, language, and C\lltural styles betWeen p2J'entS and lcbool staff 
sometimes make it mote dltflCUll for tbetn to form effective partnerships. 

• . PonnlS who ho•• IiItI. t4u<4llon /M/ftStir..partid{mJ.lus ojttlf ia 'duKll....t4 
panlfJ i1I~olV(Jt"tJU cai\litiel, Ml AS' ~4C1'i1tl in Ilttlt clti14'J cUuS1Ot1m til' 
DlUllI1ing ponnl-luAhu t04Im_. P....l$ who.llli!!t!Joad ........ ~ 
themselv.. as .!UdeDl$ may avoid tOnlllct will> their ehildttn·,1iCbooIo as • """It. 'In 
•fatt. """Y da.. din'" that parents' edacarion.allev.l is .ven more .uongly.1ISSoeIated 
:with their involvement In lICbool. Ilwl i. household income I.vel. 

• 	 S"""~ _ sA"", dull ptU<1W who da lt4I spook En,lish a1 A.... _ ,... likely I. 
ponidpatt ill s<hO<ll-l>ase4 """viii". aM more/il<d, '" ptutklpat. in /&., ..tivitin 
've' 'M "",,.. ollh. fthoOl,'flT, N..erthel.... few l'dlleipal. or Tkle I schools 
·,ctving <hUd"", with puems whose English 'kills are limited identified IMpg. 
differences ., • ,jgnifieant banier. Parent survey data also suggest dial parenta do 
~ot see language differe.ntet 9.S a signitkant problem. 

• 	 CUllurl:lly btu~4 dl/ftnncu in £OfMumU4don stylts, ttpttlJl1iOIU lor i~nj 
pannU. dIId ehildn", D1t.tllliews Oil t1tt'lirst WD)'I to f'tJi1e 4114 fdUCi'Jlt MiJ4ren QUI. 

",.m iusCfl_.. b<lw••n/amiIi", tWi schools (McCollum iii. Russo. 1993; 
Kellagtian, 51..... Alvar.., .& Bloom, 1993), 

.... 
" 

Lack o( I\l<t<:rp.l SuP~ for ramil~.S<hool Part...,..bip!! 

FamiJy~sclwol Putnel1hips are difficult to rlurrure 9tithout the support of state end district ."' "... , ." . 

policym>km, CommunitY organizations. and employ.,.. 

• 	 Th. /Zb..n" of cllltlriy tkjin.4 aM tuticu1<:t.4 policy on flUffily in../.I111"",/ from th. 
stcUe ~,. district level GJUl tll4d oj ,uoui,~s til 6uppon JtItJ/tsrionoJ Uwlcpment 
NWed to lamJ1y ill1lCl~mcnl Sflfdl tI pt)wtqul messalR to schoo/f, When seato Or 
disttte( polities and resources do Rifte8o:t Ii clear priority placed on s¢hool-family 
piJrtnerships. scbools are likely to . ond by neglecting efforts to work effectively 
with p.1renlS (lIu,.. .& McClure, \ 3). 

iv 
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• 	 MI:Dry Itdghborlu>ods Iod; tIUJ ",,"lUI> mOGre••_ ..... tupport JIII.1fII#' iffo,.. 
II> IWp tJuri.r .hil4nn _ SUch ........""" \r!e!ude libraries, nwsoums, recreation, 
fadlities, wi b..td> wi """'" ..mces. 

• 	 Mttir:/.mp!op_mpou1l4 til. pm,."...... ptm!1IIs. FJexlble ""'"' _os, pan; 
limo cmplO)llll!'lll opIioJls, wi chilo""", for wolting p.ue!IU can provide,the limo wi 

Iogistk;aI """'1= p"""lS ....s 10 get more involved in school (MaruwI '" /r.',., " - . ~,':~ .',,' '. 

IIlm:I<well, 1992). ' , , 


...., 

SUrvey _ suggest Illat many of the bomm descn"bed in this rq>Ort bave .ign!f~I;, :;:,~,: '.:.:::. .,,:., .. 
measurabl. elfecu on pmIll involve"",," in school., especially amon, tow"income pareats, ~is' .. ' . 

with linlc education, .... par.... of oleIer child..... Nevertheless,. very targe ~ of p ....... 

lim involved in """'" ....y-for escmple, 76."""'"'" of Tille I prilloipals ,cport _ hOtf or more of 


1IIeir pai.nrs ......s open bouse or back-to-sc.booI oigbt. Resean:h on school, lIId, f~~:lIl3IlIav. ."., ,. ~,," 

developed effective ptrtnerSh~ in support of child"",'sleaming ... gg.... that paren.. wi schools 


, 	 must build on thosefint steps. SGqool•• und.r lb. lea<!ership of prineipal •• po..... the primlll)' ~,-, 

!O$pOIISibility for initiating family"sChool partnersbips; the experience of hundred. of school...,,,,••.", 

Ibe c:ouotry --... thai il <an' be de... 

Successful Local Approaches to Promoting Fanuly Involvement in ,the 
.. ' .'>"., ·,r.'.':·..•. < ",.'. 

Education of Their Children 

Many su<=$M .mllegie< j.sed by Tidc I sc.beol. and disirielS ,""ossllle eounuy d...on.m::·:','·:·;·. ','.., ;" ' 
the eapseity of flImilies, s.bool•••nd eo!!l!!1Ullilies, worldng IOge1ller. to influ",," <bildren', learning 

in positive W2)'S. The cxpe:rie~ ,of 20 schools and districts that have been suC«$$ful in en:agmg 


parerns in their children's cduQtJon illuStrate many effective' strategies for moving schools, famiH, 

~4 communities bey* the common barriers co family inyolvement. . ~. 


, 

Overu:uning 1l.t:ne aud Resource Constraints 
" " 

• 	 Schools ,an stl ;aside tim, 'during thl scf#()O/ day lor te4ther,1 to m~et wilh partnllllr 

free teachers/rfJ.:m.fOutint dOrtf, nu:1i as lunc/tf\'Jom supervision, so '"t2l11t1l1 t4ll 

wotk willi ptlTems" Teachers tan ~se this lime to meet with pareofS at schoo! Of visit 
tflem in their homc.,$. Stipends and compensatoI)' time pff also encoura~ feacher,$·t~~ :'-: 
use time after $Chool and on weekends. I ' ,

'/ 

v 

,., 
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• 	 SDme swall «III _ ...elUlwiltllrl I/> SUl']JMf ~~ This 
. _ 	 IIIloglstieal suppori I1lcludu e.u!er """"" tD IOk:plU!!Ie$ for....",.,.. voice roall. 

1114 "IIcmewmk bodines.• 

• 	 1D MIt """,fIlt "ver..",.. """ MIl I'UIIIU'U. __• swell ..... p",.w.. 
~MIl <NI4 ...... ",.;us, ,wdolt ""'fill III CDJIVUJimlIimlt, GIld 
,,,,,,,,",/ MItUt viIiIs. Ilaoh ofIhcsc _glea Idd....e.. barrier. fac.DcI j>y paro.ts 
:" :t::. ·".;·t to pani¢ipate mote ofteft in scltoOl.'poDsored parent involve~t adiviti=:. 

. In .dditlon·t. /in4iIIg """sl/> 6dp pcrtJ1JI I><co... lllw>lved til tcIJoDl, stltDoJt..", 
'''-f,~ ~""1S support Ihelr thiJJlJtn's hcmlng til h..... In melr dally intel'lll:l:i.... 
"','" "';ll ehildren .. bomo. p...." can be powerful resoun:ct (or promoting _ 
c:hildtttits academic J'Ua:ess:­

, . ..~ in ""'it par,trtin,..fIil& Iei#Aet puellls lIb<>ut .hiJ4 d4Wlopl1Utllt turd M .. 
10 ••1IIbIith " Acme .nviToli/1fJtlJllhlll .upportnt1JdJ:1JI1"""1ng•. Thll.llIformation 
un help par••ts .",a" a a,....' at home wt ("'terl OIUdenu' aeademic ~. 
I 
Count! thlll hdp pu<1JIt buildIhr:iT e... ""'ic ~ s1dl1s, ""' .. OED, 
_,,~• ..lIeg•.qv4iI. or dI'IdIJp job-1'd4ud ,kills _ 'UPPM,,_' 
'",_Ill in their thiIJJrM', e4JJ&atimJ. lIy belplllg l'.....,ts tD ft:ac:h 1helr own 
',: .:,...:,cand '''''"tlona! goals, _. equip mem to better SUpport 1helr d!1l4ren'$ 
Icomt1lll.. 

~~s help pu<nss sup]JMf fA';r childrtn's teaming 41 Mme '" "trUing 
y~-...~ idtas on Wt.l:,Vt thlzt ptlnnu (an ~Dr1t With their chi1tfr~n 4ind1y (tit td~ 

. ",,,It. Common loplcs inelude helping stUdents wi!lt .urriculum-reIa1e4 aerMII... 
IIO"",,,,.>rk, other aeademlc decisIons and planning, and preparill& for _ire4 tests. 
I 

.~,..,-::c _gp"pores JK1.lU'lS II> contribute tI/l«lt-.1y I/> tcMol dI~ 0' 

.} ,:.,.4S "',""',."". ThiaAraining·....b.l.. parl:nI$ 10 panioipate l!>' schQoI 
,,c. : ,,,""''''' and d.y,to.<lay~, .. ..... , .' ....."1'1<' 

• 	 TrtMiitglar ..hool flIif/is .UtnJiJillor fupportinglhc dev.lopnulll Of _II_Clive 
sclvxJi-/amily partnm/dps. Sud! tr.tining addr..ses telephone c:all., home visits, and 
o~ COOtaCt strategies: communication sKills for patetl.t4cacher confCfCl'lcei~ and 
ulvolving .parcnt.$ a.,: leaders and decision·makers in the schools. 

"'0l"liW,"Pa:re1l1 •••rdiMlOn O'~"nlWf IJ> tnJJn schoot S4!ff_ only /lailm 
",,-.,.,' !o4dmhip sflil& bill ol$o en /~en In. opportoniry '" /tam Jfr;1-hand 
~.... pwe.nJr t I'*fsptUlVft. , . ~. 

vi 
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Some schools big/lligbted in this report bave """ganiz.ed UlI'fIlII1O'e cl""" inlcraetion 
between IeaClIm and 5tUdCll!S and. by exte..iOll. be!WeCn ~ and families. TIley have also 
redefined trnditiaaal """,,,....,ts'o .,..., more ~ ways 10 wei"""", and Iovol.ell'll"nts in 
school lite.. 

• 	 Aft on-gDln, n.ub ....s..'IIUIIlIltTp"tIrtJ<JII ,.,JIDftd """" t/f«fI..,ylo panlllS' 
,..ub _fill."",. By asting p./fmU ahaU! tllelr iJIIeresIs. needs. and Ideas for 
family involv........ o. an ongoing has;'. SCbools help CIISlI(e W. their effotU (0 reach 
OUt !o parents complemen! pa=!S' .... noeds and ~. 

, :'. 

• 	 SdwDls _IIIQ/u!dumgu t. thrir phlsiJ:4l ••virOomtnt. For wmple; tIIey can 
c:ate .. spa.. JUS! fot partnts within the school. sucb as • pareut tes<mrte C01If<>r. and 
tIIeY ..... post a pa",.t volunteer i. Ibe enttam:c hall .!o wei"""", pamts. . 

• 	 Sdtot>l, <cUt D1Jo ut'4l. f";,,,m arranltJlM/IDI #"'""",for porcnl ptDfidpdI/4/1. 
GrOup. such as paum. c:onunl_. volunteer commin=; and .ite-hase<l management 
';'uncil. sIIow parents 10 talce an aelive role In decl<lons affecting Ibe sellool and !heir 
child....:'. . 

I 
wna,..OS '!Cpl _. 1aI:. to develop .IIm panntnhip. with fami6nI on behalf of students' 

learning. ,<bools W' are most .u<=!Sfu] are prepared It) """.sider all of tllel! .s..blished ways of 
. .i 

<!om! business and to restructure in ways that ~i1l make then\ Ies-s tih:rarehical. more personal, and 
mote accessible to parents. ­

• 	 ScI.DOIt """ help parents strtngth.n ",.tr 
','

0". basic lilel'lll;1 ,1ri11$. Some schools 
highlighted in th" report orCer OED. ESL. and oilier adult basic education cI..... 10 
pate"" on site; OlIIer seII..l, ,end home proj_and aelivity kit> intended '" build .. 
parents' liteney ~I:ills as they work' on l/Iem with cb,clr chUdr... At two of tile 
schools hlghlighted i. thi< report. Even Start proj_ combine ,dull hasic ed~tion. 
pa..nling .1......:and early childhood edueation in "",.ito pro,,,,,,,, designed to foster 
Iitera.y >kJIls for bolh paumts and child....." . 

• 	 "Family Mazh" ,dgll" OJ' '-_nl, IItTp alIay panlfl,',ean iu..ut $heir 0". 
l1U/.Sury 0'SU/qecf ~". These ...nts give patent> a ch= to Ieam together wilh 
their children in an environment that is pleasant and nOD~tbreatening. 

J 
I' 
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•• TD lUI4reu~.Hnim. ,dWOIJ higbJiglr.t.d in this np'"ptOlIih at""iv. __••me..:. ,...,.. _Is provide l!'aIl$1atiOQ ror __ 
.._OOS. p.uemIDg _iog. aod partielpl';" in da:isi ..... mal::iog and _I 
gOvernance. . 

· , . 
• A:ho,",,~ 1i4Iwt. Dfttn D'""til who U." itt 1M ..".".,..,u". <4II,/try a 

cnu:iIZI """ /II tvll4ltt, IIWt _n """" and.tIwnI. 8<cause. ~ 
liaison lo "",.Ily closely Identified wilb lb. community and sIwes IlIo same alllUrat 
bactg.DUI14 ..ilb pm.... be or sbe is' ...11""luipped 10 I'eAcll ou. to p3lCtIl> _ 
alilurat backg.ouD<lt difft. from _".. . 

• 	 lJIi,., .<hookptOIIih trainiRl iut4 oIMr _>iii" I. pro-. UNI.,.1tZltding 0/ 
tliJ/.nlll .rdlr<nr II/1II1.' rIhool (/I!J/. 

-' . 

AmMl& f.he scbools bighligbted here, succcssfu,l, paten.t involvement strategies often grow. out . 

or fiIlnily re..."", «n.." ...iI pa1'Illettbips wi'" loa! businesses. agen<l<$. colleges. and unl.....ities. 

• 	 S.Iui.i.."fIII1IIm/ty ptJtIrUnhipr canlUppon "" ""al.' ..M"" tlu1l h<Jp pllroW 
ttt IMTe.;fuol1l'fd in tMir Mil.4nn'J eduaJlion. $uch servi= may include 
ho"';work bolli.... $ocial ..rvices such as .ubslallC< abuse Or <hili! abuse prevention. 
co.f.n:n<eS and wc.bhops, adlllt ad_tion, beallb services. refUrbish<d school 
(acUities. aruhe!teslurimts for and transpotWion to school--spon.soted events. 

• 	 DlsuitJ tufd Jl,aJe Jllppolt$ /tJT /tJmiJ, inWllvemen.t tndtult policies, ftUu:Ji.ng. tmittiJJg, 
and flUrllly ..".,.. thot s'ppo" $Chool:ftrmlly p4ft.,rrhJpr. With the baoking of 

. these dbltri~ end state supports. Rhool& can draw on a broad system of upe.rtise and 
experienee to cultivate partne~ips with famiJies. District and state--nm parent 

" resourC:e centers are one example of ho~,,~chooJs can benefit, ~ 
:, 

Attho~gb it is l~skibJe to attribute stUdent achievement gains or other positive QUfcorn¢! itt 

My school Of district so1el), to their parent involvement aetivitie£:. 't does appear that many schools 
that make. pannt involvement a priority 1150 see $rudent QUtcomc.$ improve in some way, For 
example, of the 13 schools highlighted In this ~pon. eight report sains in srud!;DJ ac:biev:ement d.ata 

<Wer tbc last one to ~ yW'$ and four repon gai,1in ~dance roues or a~ rateS hovering 
consistently over 95 pe~t. Parents themselves &:Ueve that their involvement inftu!;ne« their 

viii. 
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· 
cIilld', perfOImllllCl> in scI!Ool. In focus tlOUP inrerview., fur example, many p.....to argued \bat 

IheIr illYelv_ had improved Iheic chil4/oo.'s attitude toward ochoal IIld ""PlI0IIlIi:0I in IIW1IIng. 

State Polides and Practices to Support Family Involvement in Education 

, 

-.__ -._l4lliIrf ern acd", ,.". ill ."pP'Nf/., J<Ao(Jl_SUU<" ~ 

limict _Dotts; tI1 mvol..pGrllII. in l/uir dtJJ4ron's tJItI<4IfI>., 4Il"""gfl IA. tlll.IItfty, OXUItt; _ · ' 

fU4!ity of this rrq>pel1is 1lnck4r. SIOteS bay. also lmderuk<n • IlUlIIber of activili.. 1ba, IlUppott 
ochool and disrriaeff_ to implcincnt die Tith: 1patcDl involv""",," ""!.imrteolD ilIlASA. 

• 

• 	 Almost two-tbitd$ ~t die 36 ....... ~i"lllD~mmy rcpott \bat ~y hm: 
deVel<lpcd d~ to ",Ida Sfal<.1...1suppett of sdlool and !1Isttict family 
IaVolveme!1! efforts. ' 

• 	 In more !han balC 'fC ~i"ll states, '''N... "'" in,. pll<e to guide ."""'Ievel 
support orfll!llily i~volvement cff'oru. ' , 

• 	 All of the 36 rupojIdiug ...,.. ldandtled at least ........,ee of tilndlnC tho, 
oentributed to .....te.level p_ involvemen, bodgoi 

• 	 Of all the _roes of fuading available 10 staltO. 10 support family iovol"""""'l 
oaIvities, State. rely moS! of'tcn ott Tide I and ~ fedem l\iruls. ThlttY $WIl$ 

ldantified Tid. las • soorce of l\inding fOf parent in.elv....., ".nvlo.., while only 
19 of 36 ...1tS suppett family iDVm.."""" with theIr,_ g.....1ed"",tlen f\mds. 

I 	 ~ 

• 	 Most' of the 35 s..l...ding 10 dll$ 'eeUon of the .......y rcpott ~"" 
technical assis"'", and support to'schools 'l"d d[striets lIlal Includes dil_Dating 
information, providing .ralf developmolll, .nd suppotting parent education II1d ,tnining. 	 ' 

• 	 MaS! of lb. 35 .ra,.s r~spo.ding '0 Ibis seclion of Ibe surveY repOl't assisting sdlools 
and dlsuiCl$ in implementing lb. Title I parent involvement provblolS, iMledinl 
assiSting ~ith craft,ing parent involvement 'poUchEs' and sthQoli'a~t ,mmpaCts', 
boUding OlIpaOily among .llIff and parenlS, II1d etlSUring a=" and coordination with 
Of.her parent involvement efforts. 

i 
Early Implementation of the Title I Parent In';.olvement Provisions 

· (, 
Survey data collected from Tide ( elementary a~d middle schools in spring 1996, te~s than a 

yea, after the new Title ! pfovisio~ Went Into effect, provide' some preliminary information on the 

i. 



• , . 
. ' 

imp_don of many &Clivi... ""IIIlrod or cud"'1"" ,by Tid. I. Il«:ause' Il!t <lola _. coIl<dOd ' 

corly. lb. tln<1lng. pr....ted In mi....port should be ""osiderod baseline fIl<1ISU1'es of scbools' 

pto&re:ss, in implementing Title I. 

, . 
• 	 Sizty-I_ pUWfl tI/ nIlo I,~ rqwre IMt _.du>ols _ pgnnIs 1a1A. 

Ik..w, ... nt ol,..,.itlln"",_IIdtiItia. Tbls consultation is • toy requl..",.", 
ofTiUel. ' 

• 	 More t1u>n lhnI~" (18 _111},,/Till< I prindp4lt ,.pore drIlt th<ir .drDo/, 
/"'.. Glhh0'1 t-ps or policy __ drIlt 1tIdu4. partJIh, 

• 	 A' ........ ,1ffIllJ.""",Jber0/Til,. i ,tho«s 'Vort• ............. illIZI til., wn#4u poTent 
input ",hen IlIGkinI IkmlDas"IS ,.,,<WI ,op/ct "IDled tD .duJol prog'IGIM fZIId 
ptJIid.., for "'"""1'1•• only 40 ~nt Involve plfelltS in maIdIIg decisions about Il!t 
oIl,.c.tion or fimds, and at!1y 49 pet'tillI! lovoI•• porenia In mating decisl... about 
di!clpIine polieles lind procedures, ' , 

To build parent>' capaCity 10 £upport!heir childn:n'. learning. ""'St Tide ••hools tal:e steps 10 
provide parol" with information on bow 10 help their child"", learn at home. although tile quality, as 
,..11 as tile n:aeh, of the information provided clearly varies :ieros. schools, 

• 	 1W~<ty..ix P'I'CWO' TIJi, I prindp<llsnport IMt tII,1T Sthoofs provid.ln'DntU>tiJ>n 
10 PQJTNf on IIlltlUt fill' topic ,elMe4 to parenting or heJpi.n.g their dtildun- iflim (J/ 

hom., Topics include: (\) child or adolescent development; (2) IIlllritio., beolth, or 
safFty; (3) parenting .kill,; (4) inf0rffi.a1i0n on oommunity .ervieos; (5) helping with 
homework; ,(6}deveIoping ...dy .klui; and (7) Ideas for leatoiDg activities .."ide of 
seh'poL 	 ' i 

, " 

00." ..nII= (0 parent> endorsed in Il!t Title II'gillation ate fairly common among Tide I 

:sdlooll, although <liey at. no' univers.tI,, , 

, ' 

• O,/he We 1..hoolslMI .on" ,,_dents ........ pomw lit... I/mi1ed EAglish rl;i1/s. 
86 percenJ npOr1 tluU Puy provide iRJcrprelen /D1' meelings. Sixty..mne perunt
rcpc:n thal they provide translations of printed materials. These find;ngs indicate a 
relatively widespread effon on the pan of Title I $choob to ~te parents with 
limited English proficiency, 

• 	 Thi},y......p<,<w 0/ TilU J''I'omp.rindpa/s report tMllheir"thoofs hove parent 
resourCe tlnterf. An add1dont'14 perCenl report that their schools are c.umntJy 
developing them. y 
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• M"", _ ,,,_ (67 p.",w) of 7IlIe 1 priJrdpaU "'PO" IhlII flIllI4SI ""'" ,,' 
_ SllJUIlI4kt home vI.!W, Staff teach an average of 17 pertenl of famili.. In one 
year. 

Conelusion 

AJchough evidence qf the most c:ommon b.miers to parent involvement can be: found in almost 
any ,",,001, lIle experiena: of many ,",,001. and disttictS demons",,,., lhallhey ..,. be ""e""""". 

': '., 

SdlooIs thaI ..""""" in involving large number. of pal<ll1$ and 411hcr.family members io the ed_tion 

of thalr cllildren invest energy In Iind.;ng $OIutions for prelllo.,., not·.""".... Successful ""'001. 
view cllildl1:n's su=s. as a &bared responsibility, and all _oldcrs-iocInding pmlllS, 

adotioiSUllIOlll. 1UOIu:t$, ani! ~1~lay important roles In tlUppneting c:hik!ten's 

""'mi.g. 

Title I. as ...urbo,iUd by IASA, ..,. be an irnporwI. cataly't fot the wido, adoption of 

policieS and praaiees that have proven eff«:tive in fostering p&rtnmhip'_ t)etween $diools and 

families. Tide I requim or .ndo~, many "'atogie> lIlat are recognized as effecti.e in sqpponing 
pamu,' i.volv...... In their child"",', education, aod many of the practice, highlighted in Tide 1­

for example. parent resource r.enn:rs. home vlsla. and the provision::of inf~don and uaining to 
paz;ents-... already COtlltnOll among Till. I sohaols, • 

, 
II temiins '" be seen haW, well federal and .w••!fotlS '0 faster family-sthoo! partnerships ' 

. I . . 

will suppart tha sua:essful development of sohool·family pa",,,,rsblps ,In Title! sohools, Continuing 

reseoteh will be needed '" ..,." S<h<>ols' ImplemeDlll.ion of the Tille I parent invol_ft. provl$i.... 

as well as the quality of the, assistance th~t schools rceeive from states and: distriets. A closer look: ae 
the. strategies f~utred or c.ndorsea In federaf aDd state pofrcy-for example. tchool-parent compacts, 

~~fonnation .and training for par~ and schoo) staff, and special strategics JUCb as .h~me visits-as 
they ate implcmemed in ,",,001. ",)11 provide PQliqrnakers. pracrilleners, and parents with • _. . 
understanding of ho ..... aU schools; c::.an Mtain effec.tive pannerships with families•. 

I 
l 


