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Cbild Support Trust Fund/Account 
Child support paid for a child while on welfare would go into a trust fund that would be available 
- either in a (ump sum or monthly payments~~oncc the custodial parent left welfare. This would 
provide an innovative new mechanism to encourage fathers 10 pay child support for their children 
even while on welfare. create an incentive for mothers to Icave welfare, and provide additional 
income during the transition' from welfare to self-sufficiency, Like child support pass through, 
the trust funds would ensure that support paid by the father goes directly to his family, thereby 
creating an incentive for the mother to cooperate with child support and the father to pay, but this 
approach is simpler and removes incentives to stay on welfare, There are several options for 
implementing this approach: a) the Administration could provide guidance to states on how they 
could implement it with existing TANF funds, b) the Administration could implement n pilot 
funded with child support demonstration funds. c) the Administration could announce that this 
idea should be , considered for 

' 
nationwide implementation as part ofTANF reauthorization, or d) 

current child support legislative proposals could be amended to include this option [may need to 
identify new pay-for impliclljions], 

Release Child Support Accomplisbments report and neW data 
Could release report summarizing Administration accomplishments on child support, along with 
latest data including FY 99 state-by~s:tate numbers; latest financial insdtution data match hits; 
new hire hits~ passport denials. Final national numbers willlike)y be slightly higher than the 
preliminary number of$15,5 we've been using, Could also highlight role of businesses [and 
maybe call on employers to do even more?]. 

! I , 
Encourage more State investments in promoting responsible fatherhood 
We could develop information on how much (or little) states are investing their TANF funds in , , 
responsible fatherhood activities. and exhort them to do more by investing available TANF funds 

in these efforts. Little data is current\y available and (his would require surveying states. We 

may be able to convince a private organization to conduct the survey (perhaps a foundation could 

fund a think-tank or one of the state organizations), 


Encourage judges to make greater use of non-custodial parent employment programs 

We could work with HHS and DO) to comm.ission a guide for judges on how to use non

custodial parent employment programs to help deadbroke dads go to work and pay child support. 

\\lhere these liave been implemented (Tampa, Los Angeles, Indianapolis, ete) they are producing 

promising results and judges are enthusiastic, We could also find ways to disseminate 

infommtion aIJout these models at judicial conferences, or hold a conference specifically on this 

topic. Guide should include infoonation on how states are implementing the current child 

support work requirement for NCPs with children on welfare, and highlight our proposal to 

expand to all NCPs, 


Food Stamp Employment & Training Funds 

Direct USDA to provide guidance to states on how they could use FS E&T funds to serve non~ 




custodial parents. \Ve're currently gathering infonnation on whether any states are doing this. 

Fatbers Ma~ter- Deliverables from HHSIED Initiative on Involving Fathers in Schools and 
Early Learning 
Could release the following deliverablcs being produccd by HHS and Education: 

• Effective Practices Guide for cdu{':ators. head s.tart providers, and other practitioners, Will 
include special focus on, involving non-custodial parents, as well as fathers who arc living 
with their children. 
• 	 Tips for Dads - ,, practical things dads can do to get more involved 

• 	 Training materials 
, I 

• CD Rom to include these deliverables plus research infonnation. 
HHS win know by mid-May when these might be available; some pieces may be ready for a 
fathers day release. 

Voluntary paternity establishment 
HHS has scnt out a video to 1>c used at hospitals. and is now sending to Head Start centers as 
well. V./e could direct them to send out the video and other informational materials to a wide 
array of federally~funded family services programs such as child care centers. schools. health 
clinics. juvenile and adult correction facilities, courts. We could also direct them to partner with 
other non-federal entiries to dissemmate information to places likely to reach f.'lthers who have 
not acknowledged paternity including sports organizations. 

, , ' 

Provide T A for providers o'n how to work with deadbroke dads 
There is evidence lhat despite a growing level of interest in serving this population. there is a 
need to build capacity and train staff in welfare. workforce. and child support offices. Some have 
pointed out that the Workforce Investment Act is an important untapped resources but there is a 
lack afknowledge/experience in dealing with the population (our Fathers WorklFamilies Win 
proposal would help build capacity in .he WIA system), DOL is in the process of funding NPCL 
to do TA effort for WtW and WIA providers. We could explore other funding sources, incJuding 
building it into the DOJfDOL re-entry initiative to ensure thes.e programs incorporate responsible 
fatherhood as 'part of their efforts. 

I 
Incarcerated:Fathers 
There arc a growing number of initiatives around the country focusing on incarcerated fathers 
but, to date, f~deral involvement has heen minimal. For example, the Mott Foundation will soon 
be funding a ~umber of state and local projects and there is a large conference scheduled for 
September. [AK follow-up with DOl - what is status of federally-funded research?] 

!-IHS speecbes (currcntl:i not planning any new announcementsfdeltverables) 
• 	 Kevin Thurm and Judge Ross speaking at International Fatherhood Conference in NYC May 30 
• 	 Kevin spci;l-king at NFl's yd annual Fatherhood Summit, June 2nd in Washington (il1vite may have 

been extended to VP), 



, 
Require paternity establishment to get food stamps 
Not currently required but problems appear to outweigh advantages. Two issues: l} should a 
father who has a child Hving with him have to prove legal paternity and 2) should a father who is 
not living wiih his children imd is app1ying as an ABAWD be asked if he hus children, and jfso, 
has he acknowledged paternity? This could send mixed messages in tenns of promoting food 
stamp participation. 

Require payment of child support as condition of getting food stamps 
Under PRWORA. states may disqualify food stamp recipients who are in arrears on child 
support USDA says only two slates - OK and WI- have elected this option for non~publjc 
assistance cascs. Ohio has a self-sufficiency contract which makes payment of child support a 
condition of receiving TANF. Failure to do so will also result in the individual who owes child 
support losing food stamps. While we don't yet have data on how common this. it is probably 
most likely to occur in the case of a two~parent TANF family where one parent owes child 
support to a fonner wife or girlfriend. USDA believes: the reason so few states are doing this is 
because ifth~ father is living alone, he's probably an ABAWD facing a three month time limit so 
it's not wort~ doing. Ifhe's<living with a new family, the sanction will reduce food stamps for 
the new family. 

I ' 
Unemployment Insurance Intercept 
We already inlercepl child support from UI claimanls [Eric - haye you learned anything more 
about how this works or how much it generates? What's statutory basis?} 

Child Support DemonstrationslWaivers 
OCSE will be releasing Spcciallmprovement Grants in late May/early June, Tne.<;e may include 
grants related to fathers in prison and involving the faith community. Also one related to brining 
togctherwomcn's groups and father groups. . 

, 

Promising practices in \Velfare-to-\Vork Non-Custodia) Parent grants 
HHS and DOL have added a component to the WtW evaluation contract with Mathematica to 
review and produce a report, including case studies. on 7 - 9 Non-Custodial Parent projccts 
currently opcbting with WtVj funds, Site selection is nearly finalized and includes an interesting 
range ofprojects (potential sites: Los Angeles. Milwaukee. DeKalb Co (GA). Houston. Yakima 
(WA), Oglala Lakola Tribal College (Pine Ridge), :-.1inneapolis, Kansas City), Expect 10 be done 
in lute summer, 

Expand partnerships with faith community 

OCSE checking on addilional partnerships such as Uniled MelhodiS! Church, 


FY 1999 Paternity Numbers - not likely to be positive 

EITC 
• Still exploring counting child support 



• 	 CBPP has proposed giving credit for non-custodial fathers who ure paying child support 

Explore Blair's initiatives: 

Promoting two parent families, fatherhood and families coalition, marriage strengthening, TV 

shows. 


Highlight new research findings 

Several recent research reports con finn that child support can be an important tool in fighting 

poverty, hUl we need to do more to increase the potential of poor fathers to pay. For example: 

• 	 Child support reduces the number orpoor children by a half million and reduces poverty among 

these children by about 5 percent (Sorensen) , 
• 	 While too many chi1dren still do not receive support. it represents an important source of income 

for th(js~ who do - in J996 (latest available data) children who had nonresident parents and 
\"hose f~milies received, child support received. on average, 16 percent of their family income 
from child support. And, the average amount ofsupport received was $3,795 (Sorensen). 

• 	 Child sJPport is even more importnnt for POOT children, The average poor child with a 
nonresident parent and whose family received support received $1,979 in 1996. which 
represents over one-quarter of their family income (26%), (Sorensen) 

NICHD-funded Fragile Families Research 
McLanahan/Garfinkel may soon be releasing release on 6 or 7 site data (while HHS funded, they 
don'! control release), [AK to call], 

, ' 

Two Parents Fair Share Reports - [AK call Ginger Knox to get advance copy and dates1 

HHS has two reports on male involvement in teen pregnancy pf'(!\'ention under review, Plan 
to release as·part ofyd report to Congress on National Strategy to Prevent Teen Pregnancy (need 
to get more infonnation). . 



.. --~ 

~ 
National 

Fatherhood 
Initiative 
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NFl Partners with Pennsylvania

in Fatherhood Promotion 


1\.1fl continued ils ~h to take f3thcrhood 
1'4 promotion to every state capitol in the 
cout\!ry as Govemoc lbm Ridge announced 
the CfeJl(ton of the PCflnsylvania Fatherhood 
Initiative. On hand foc!he September 15 
announcement was NFl Chairman Don Eberly. 
The Pennsylvania effort., which matks the lat
est effort in Governor Ridge's campaign 10 

.IAt the heart of 
all we do is the 
family, ThI1J is 
where our most 
iniporlani work 
lies... we can and 
we must break 
this cycle of 
fatl,er absence. 
reconnect kids 
with their dtuls, 
and save another 
genemiWno/ 
PellllSylvania ~ 
children." 
NllOlOn~VA"',o, 
(1\>1'1:\1110". TO" I\UKlIl 
11""1\."""\11 l~. 1_. 
,o,N"PUNClMl"j'1I1< 
P<>QM,o,''nI>'' {)f 'fHU 
l'BI"'''$VLv,,''lIA 
fAT'WYH':;'OP Ii'<JnA.,Vti 

revitalize fatherlUlod 
in the !ltate, is a p.m. 
nership \.villi NFl. 

iThe remL~~lvania 
FatherlloOO Initiative 
will be clwged with 
coordin?Jing the 
effurts of all state 
agencies designed to 
promote responsible 
futherhoo:i. Gove.
oor Rldgt', woo has 
been an active mem
ber mthe Govcrnoflf 
Task FQl'Ce 00 
F:1lJi<rl>OOd Pr0mo
tion - also a pmtner
ship with NFJ- and 
sems as its foonding 
co<hairrnan,
annouoced that: 

• The Department of 
Public Welfare will 
add over $1 million 

, 


""m Ridgr t# thr alllWMC(/Mnt 

of1M ~ruu)'IWllml Fathfflwod 
(qjIialiH, MmM lOhn kft i.s 
Dtmt'A ,<;pM, nimlDT af1M Ptl1ll
syilWlia PWhnlwod J'lirimi''(\ 

to its Single Point of Contact Pregnant and 
Parenting Youtll Program to provide services 
to 240 teen f.athers; invest mooey to develop 
Catherllood programs and create Sln 10 Family 
Centers around the Slate; and add almost $1 
million ti) the EdUClition leading to Employ
menl and Career Training program lQ tK:1:p teen 
famers pursue their high school diploma and 
employment _--, 

• The Departmen( of Education will award 
$1 n.@toBOO-profitcmnmunity-hnsed 
organizatiotu to promote miponslbte fmhe.rhoo{t 

• The Department of Hcaidt. in conjunctioo 
with NFl, will develop il program to teach cluj· 

dren and adclescenl~ about the role., and R!.\pon· 
sibjlif.ie,~ uf fafucrhOlJO, as well as the financial, 
S<:lCroJ :md emotional: costs, of becoming a father 
prior 10 marriage, 

• The Depa.'"L.'nen! of Corrections will I 
organize programs designed 10 help fathers in I 
prisons stay connected. or to reconnect. ~ 
lheir cltlldren, 

• Seed grunts to community-based organI711
tions will be provided by the Department of 
Community and lkonomic Development \0 

develop and expand fiUl'.t'!'hood promotion 
aalvitics throughout !.he state. 

- crmJin"cd Oil fWg.. 2 

Norquist (D-Mjlwl>ukee) will scn'c as tt:sk 
foree oo-ehairme~s F(IIr.er/uJOd Today wcnt 
to press. more than 50 mayors have joined the

Mayors Muster Muscle Against Missing Dads 
NFl Announces Mayors' Task Force on Fatherhood Promotion 

w.;en /',1'1 holds 
a summit, pe0

ple Ilsittt. That's cer
tainly the case with 
the Natiooal Summit 
on Supporting 
Urban Fathers, coo
vened by NFl this 
pnstJune. 
, Attended lly 
()ver 3iX) politkal 
and eivic leaders, 
the summit was 

coovemxl to explore the dynamics of father 
absence in urban oommunitie.s. While father· 
absence is a nalioowide probkm, it dispropor
tionately affects many urban communities, 
where illegitimacy GileS earl reach mure than 
70% and the percentage of children living with· 
out fathers can climb to well over 5{1%. As a 
di~t resuh o(the urban fatherhood summil. 

, several influential mayors decided to jam with 
NFl to CFCale the bi-partisan Mayan;' Task 
Nfte 00 Fatherhood Promotion. 

NFl is excited IQ announce that May~ 
Slephcn Goldsmith (R.lndianapoJiil) an~iJohd 

task force:----- '. 
~alJ thecorc 

:>oclal problems COl)

fronting America's 
urb.an centers, the: epi
demic of father 
absence is by far the 
most socially oonse· 
quentiut and fiscally 
c{}Slly problem a 
Mayor must con· 
frool,'" reads Ten 
Things Mayors Ctln 

- r:<.mfilUf(d (in PUfft S 

, 

http:sibjlif.ie
mailto:n.@toBOO-profitcmnmunity-hnsed


PA Paternal Promotion NFl ,ill 
CC1Il.frrA1l pag/! '" help the slate 
implement a public education catTlp3ign high
lighting the i:mpottant role famel'S play in their 
children's lives and will operate a toU·frte hot· 

line where Pennsylvanians can call 10 learn 
about fatherhood resources in their community. 

The Ad CQuncll and Nfl will begin airing 
rheir media campaign throughold Pennsylvania 
later this falL 

Senators Introduce 
Responsible: 
Fatherhood Act 

, 
IfSenators Evan Bayh (D*1N) and Pete 
l.l6menki {R~NM) have their way, Congress 
will soon add the fortt of the ft(kral gUY

mmimt to the futherhood mowment. This 
past July. !he t\lr'O legislators introduced 
the RcsJXlflSlOle Fathefbood Act of 1999, a bJll 
imended to increase public awareness about 
and community inw]vement in fatherhood 
promotion effOltS, and to-cbange the current 
Welfare,..tQ.Work program to offer mQre sup
port to low-inrome fathel'S. 

The ResponsIble FaUterbood Act of 1999 will: 

• raise awareness about the impor1a.rlCe of 
responsible fatherhood by authorizing a public 
awareness campaign. tie5iIll1ed by stales IlfKl 
communities, to help change attittJde£, partku
tarly amoog young men, about the responsjbtl~ 
lUes !,bat go with fathering a child; 

• rstablish 11: block grant to expand responsj~ 
ble fatherllood prolOOlion proirams at the stale 
and JocaJlevcl; and 

• change existing federal la~s to encourage 
a stronger oonnectiOfl between fa1hen and 
their cMdren through increased child support 
to families and more available'trnining through 
the Welfare-to-Wod: program for 
low-income fathers. 

Ifenacted by Coogres.s, a national dearing
house ..viU also be established to facilitate the 
e:u:b.ange of ideas and success stories on 
fatJlCrhotxi issues. The clearinghouse win also 

$l;J'I(li(lr.J E:wm Bayh and Pt1~ Dum~nid 

produ~ and disseminate resources to those 

leading the charge at the communilY level. 

NFl ha~ been highlighted as an exemplary 

group 10 house such aclearinghouse because 

of our va.<;t collection of fathertKlOd materials 

and experience on the subject or fathers and 

fatherhood, 


Bay" and Domenici. ~jng at a Washing
ton, D,C.• press conference noted that, since 
NFl started over five years ago, approximately 
2,00) local fathertwod programs have been 
formed. Senator Joseph Lieberman (o.CD, a 
CMpOIlSOf 01 the bill, specifically p""ned to 
NFl: "A shining ~le of this united effort is 
!he NaiWnai Fl\lherllood Initinli\'e 0.lFl) ",hich 
was formed to help raise awareness of Ihe 

, problem of father absence and its ronse
, quences and ill mobilil£ a national response to 
it To date. the NFl has made tremendous 
progress. working ill communities across the 
country to set up educational programs and to 

,promote responsible fatherhood." 
NFl President Wade Hom was also present 

,at the press conference at which he WIlS asked 
to comment on the scope and eonsequences of 
fatherlessness, 
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is marr.iage. This docs 
Snould restrict 

with married 
work with unwed 

be an impor
. We don't 

But at the same I.i.me, we 

real live, in the 

, , 
l' II 'IE IlRESII)ENT~S UESK, , 

Taking Account of the 
Fathers Count Legislation 
BY WADE F. HOR~. PH.D. 
PIUISIPUl'lT. NATtONAL f',..'t'IIEkUOOO 

I f ever there was a ~rn in need of a 
ooi!ltinn, it is fatberJCS5n~s. Tonight, 

nearly 4 out ofevery 10 children in the U.S, 
win go IQ bed in a borne in wruch their biologi· 
cal father does nol reside. Three Oil! of 10 live 
in a home without anyfalberat all. This is not 
good news for Amenca's children. 

Well. the federal government has st.ruted 
to take notice.. As chronicled in this issue 
of FarherMod Today. over the past several 
HlOl1t.hs, bj-partisan Jegislation has heeD intro
duced in the U.S. Senate by Senators Evan 
Bay!> (D,1N) and Pm [lQm;nki (R,NM) and 
in the U.K Hou5t ofRepresenulives hy Nancy 
JohnSO!! {R..cr} and Benjamin {"will (D
MOJ. Both bills woold provide funds for com· 
munity-based organizations to develop and 
implement QUtreach. suppon: and skills build· 
ing programs for fathers. . 

This souruls like good new~ - and it vef)' 
well may be, But legislation mlL~t be carefully 

I believe Ihal 
with concerted 
effort we can 
aclually reverse 
Ihe lrend lowarrl 
falherlessness 
willlin Ihe nexl 
five years, 

All 
Ihe_ 

,romntirted and 

father. Federal 

crafted (0 ensure t1tru 
its goals arc altaincd 
while minimizing 
tbe poosibility of unin
tended negative coo
sequences. Here are 
what I believe are the 
five inost imIatant 
erileria for judging 
whether or not any 
given legislation will 
ultimately prove 
effective in promoting 
responsible fa1tx:thocd 

tl'4tTtATIVE 

Sctiiiid;~ile recognizing the importance 
g child support enf{irwn~ Ctdtrullcgis· 
1ation mJ.;t'emphasiu positive Cather 
~gtmMt. 001 simply economic suppcrL 
Since~wf'!950's, the fathers' role in public 
poli9'fhas been moslly about paternity cstab
!L~m,enl:~{hild support enfnrcement. This 
if'irnt~fc()urse-. withol.'! meri\. Any man who 
fathers a child ought to be he!d fmandnlly 
responsible for that chikt But federal and srnte
government already ~pcnds Ulany blUioos of 
oollm 00 child support enforcement What 15 
needed now is not mort funds to enforce cllild 
support ooIers, but more rerources til help 
fathers become engugcd ill positive ways in 
the lives or their children. 

~end legislation should be ne~ible. 
prmidinflupport for a range of laUtt'rbood 
programs and initiatives. Fathers «(Un\', in 
muny.~ties. What is helpful with one kind 
of fathcf1u~ne type ofsituation, may not be 
helpful wirli !mother kind offalher in a different 
§ttuattou. WInJe seuiJ:g ccrtain pnorities., federal 
tegi;l~ should not hamstring local father
hood programs by focusing assiSl.anCe 00 only 
<me type of father in one type of situatiort 
Legislation should be particularly careful not 
to oondltlon services on having fathered a 
ch.ild out-of.wedlock, (or doing so would (01)' 
serve to introdm:e perverse incentives for men 
to (ather children outside of marriage. 

Fourth.~crnilegisilitioll trlOs1 tnrourage 
tht in.JI'tsnent offaHh·based efforts toP"1:ftponsib!t: fatberlwOO. Ovcr the 
P¥fde " faith-based fatherhood interven
~~,~~r~wn an eXlr'donlinary <:apacit)' !o 
motiYate'jnrn to be good hus!umds and 
fathers. Mintons of men have 3itefided Promise 
Keeper;; t.lities_ Tens of thoosands of ~ 
have been involved ',Io-1th Dad; The Famil)' I 
Shepherd, D:ld's Uni>'er"~ity, and Legacy ) 
BuiWers. In recognition of the extraordinary. 
power of faith to transform men's lives, fede 
allegisfation should provide support for faith· 
oosed fatherhood promotion activities as well 
as secular ones. 

rtflh. rt!derallegislaoon should tncouragt 
the development of community-wide inltia~ 
tires. not merely individual progrnm.<i, -
Fatherlesmess is a big problem. Big problems 

canl.ot'J~ 1I91ved wilh little rolutioos. \llhlte 
iIx!!\>ioualT:itherltood support. outreach, and 

. skfi~~,ing programs will alwaY$ be the 
~oone ~ tffoos ro motivate and equip men 
to be feSMa-t\ble fathers. they are, by tbem
selve;. itls!lfficitrl( to address today's criSIS of 
fu!herJessll~!s. 
~ibtbet'"what 1\ needed is the mobilizalion 
ofentire communities 1n which every -sector of 
American society - both public and private 
- is enlisted to help address the issue of 
fatherlessne~s. This means (hat in addition 10 

funding local fatherhood programs, legislation 
mould also be designed to help mobiUre lh<: 
media, hospilO\ls, fil:hoots. the philanthropic 
sector, existing social services. and the judicial 
system, 10 name but a few, to help combat lh<: 
riilng problem of fatherlwntSli" The father
hood movement will surely fall if it bro::mes 
just another funding stream, cllmpeting with 
every.other funding stream, f« finite 
resources" 

CONCLUSlON 
There exist" today no greater single threa1 to 
the ioog-lerm well-being of children, our com
munities or our nation, than the increasing 
number of children being raised withoul a 
wmmittea. responsjble, and loving father. This 
tide will not be turned easily. and certainly not 

by changes in public poticy alone, But public 
policy call have.a signiftcanl effect upon how 
p01erttial parentS - both ~ef\ and fathm 
view marriage and parental mponslblUties. 

The good news is that we arc Starting to see, 
ror the first time in over thirty years, a leveling 
olT of the number of children growing up in 
father absent homes. I believe thai with con· 
certed effDl1 we can ilctually reverse the trend 
toward fatherlcssness within the next five 
~. Not slUlply stop !.he rise ill ratlmrless
ness., but reverse it Public polky can help hy 

, -.Jffioouraging more skilled fathering, more 
wOfk, and morn~. 
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can acri>ss: and oontnDute inf-orma- ;',., 
:titm reguniing sucmsrul tll'1lan ,'\. '. 
'fatherhOOd projtctS; " " ...~' ." 

'" ~, 

.\ 'imke available '6 all members litem- ' 
, ',.' t~ re~.ng m.cljing, suppof1:ing,': ,,'\ 

I 

New Stugy Fi1}ds Best Thing

for KeepIng Kids Off Drugs 

You Won't Believe What It Is! (Well, maybe you will) 

es<arehetll 

reCently releasedffi	 2'O~~~",:-;:'~==:ie findings of a 
major new study on 
teenage drug abuse. 
with great excitement 
and fanfare they 
announced that they had 
found the one factor that : ,,can keep kids away from 
drugs, the best interven
tion yet discovered in the 
war on drugs. It Is (drum 
roll please!)....Daddy. 

The National Cenler 
00 Addiction and Sulr 
stanceAbuse{CASA) at 
Columbia Univtnil}' 
surveyed 1,{X}O teenage 
boys. 1,(00 teenage 
girls, and !,000 parents 
of teenage children (536 
mothers and 464 f::uhers) 
Ov'eT a five-year period. Rescmhers measured 
"attitudes of teens and those who mQ$1 influ
ence them" in an IIttempt to isolate those Cae· 
tors that increase or decrease the likelihood 
that a teenager will use alcohol, drugs or 
tobacco, They particularly focuSed on family 
structure and me quality of relations between 
teenagers and their parents, i 

'"'The safest leens are those living in two
parent homes where they have a posilive rela
tionship with both pilttfitl.," the study oooclud
ed, Family structure, es~ly the presence 
ofa father. was fouttd to be the single most 
importaru factor protecting kids from sub
st3nce abuse: 

• 	Thenngers nllied in tW<>-P;irtrtt tamities 
bave an abuse rate 7% lower Uum the 
average rate rOT all teens. 

, 
• 	 Young people living in t'thrhing two-par. 

ent household~" (living with and having a 

very good rtlatiooship with both pu.rents) 

are the least likely to abuse a1boooa. drugs, 
Qrtobacco. 

• Tecoogtrs growing up in toother-ool)' 
bouseholds have n subst.ar«:e abuse rnte 
21% above the avtl'1igt tot tt11 ~IS. 

• '.5;' 

!I 

:: 1:0 

'"'" ,• 0.5 , 
0,0 o 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

• Dinners Per Week As AFamily. 
, 

CASA Study on 
Religious lnvolv-emetlt 

.i Smoud III ttle PU1 Mcnt/l 

, " 
J Attend ftti10iottJ 
SeMeD leu Than 
,-4(ln;;e,t~Dn,th, " 

1
""16"';,",,,; 
~:. ~ .. 

" 

IWill Hmr Use Any DruIlS 
, In the fulure 

.. , HIVe Smoked MariJuana 

. ,15%;' :. ~ , .. . 

The &Iud; did find chat It is possible for sin· 
gle moUu.'!S to counteracl the negauve effeclS 
of no famer in the hooscllold by building a 
very strong relationship wilh their teenaged 
chiJdrctl. Howe'f'C!, the researchers found thal 
only 35% O)f teenage~ living only with their 
mothers have such a relationship. 

Referring to the study as it ~..ke up 
caW' for Aawrica's fntber.s. CASA Chair
man and President Josepb Califano also 

, noted that family dinner dme, in addition to 
being autnoons and an important tlmt to 
catcb up with each other, is a valuable drug 
abuse preV{'olioo. factor. 1Ccnagers who, on 
the average, don't eat dinner with their fami
lies have a substance abure rate 2.5 times 
higher than that of teens who usually cat M::ven 
dinncr~ per week with their famHies. The 
!'.Iudy also found tllalletnagers. who anend 
religiou~ services at least foor time5. per month 
had sigJIifka.'ltly lower Jevels of subSlance 
abuse ilian leenagers who auended less than 
once a month. 

So, it serms, the next time the gcvtrnmtni 
tlecl4N; another "war on drugs, .. OUT politi
ral leaders btlttr mnembtr that America 'r 
tiluh are their stem wetipon. 
Graphs c<I'IIrtuycf'IM National. et-rM MdICtiM 
Wtd Su.f>mmcr .A1>Im' m {'.OOunbia Unil'l'rnty, 

NaflrftUJl Surwcy ofArM<1COJIAIti&dN tJj'Sum(W'~ 

Ahu.rt'Vi Tt'm.f andIMir Pamlfs, (iA"ll'wt /999 
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Mayor's Task ForCe 
C()If/.jrompo.ge I;~" ,,'" ,,'." . ,,' . 

" 

, ewes," NFl 
, publication ' 

NFl , , 

Eberly and 
I released at the 
,uIbanr~ 
summit. 'The 

• ' cumulative costs 
,~~101m !!OrqUl~S! ,>,-of father absence : 

_ .' ~':' '. ':.. *' ; diiectJ{assodat- > 
ed wlth'qiminai justice; remedial educa· • 
tion: faJ'!1i!y courts, and numerous "fwily ", " 
Sec\~CiS ae;:oontfnr. ~1iuge ~Qf~f .' " 
urban revenues;resulung in dramatically .... 	 '..,'.. 	 ,.., , ,h!ghei !.aXes and ; 
more timan' :;.1~. 
R;o'&':",," , ,-'t 

'tOm, • ",' 

" As the May-' 
ors'..Task Force ' 

,prepares {a.-lAke 

on father ' 

absenre in the 


,'city, ~A 'will: ,:
•

• 5en't as the 
'", information ~ 

,."diruingb.us. 
.r 	 where may6!'S 

• 1',., 

, ,ailtftra1D.ing fflthers'; ~d'tru.i,!Lng\ ~' ': • 
" ~Socia1 servitt providers In ways to , • 
" mo.re -effectively 'reach out (0'faJhcn>;':"
h,·,' .,~,,". '~'(,~"I ,,';; '. ' 

,.' 'Ilelp mayors deslgn'aDd promote ' , • 
, , (utlier-rriendly policies in their ndnnn

l!ithl:tions; mid' ,'" .~. 
• >, ' ,") ,,'" .:;.' " > , 

!,J: work with mayors to Create lOCal ~ 

Fathers~ Rtsoum Centers tliQ't will,


"provide inf'ormalirui to fnthers 'and" 

',. fathemood'practitioners. ~, ",. 

, .. ' .. ' , ' 

~ 
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legiti""," qUeSfi(ln~.'~;~~:~o~'~n'~":~I~,g~·~·'I~]E~~$~~;~~:~~~~·islalion oi1tU!d at pmmotingfafherhood 
should also promote marriage. 

"~'VI! asked three important voices in 
lhe narioflai dehate onfatherlwod and 
marriage 10 share Ihcir opinions on this 
topic. We'd love. 10 hear WUy views (IS 
well. ," , 

EnCouraging 
responsible 
falbers is good 
forchlldren.ls 
maJTiage? 

The irony in our 
nation's unprece· 
dentid ecooomic 
prosperity is thai 
mally Americans 

SrI!. EWJn IJayh 	 still feel our oounnv 
is on the wrong trn~k 

- thallhere bas been adeterioration of our sod
dy'S values, There stt:n"l& to be a fiaying of!Xlr 
social fabric, a..'ld many indlw.Ofli point to the 
i.ncn:ase in absentee falhet$ as !he culprit. 

Our colleague, Senator Joseph Liehennan, 
describes f*rles.'lness as the ~ social crhis 
I)f our time, HelS nghL The National FaIherlv;OO 
Initiative h.llI illuminated this fact with !heir 
~ - when faihcrn are ah5em, dilldren are: 
five times more likely to live in poverty, twice as 
likely 10 commit crime, more likcly j{) bing: 
weapons and drugs mill tm claswom. twice as 
likely tu drop out ofschool, more Ilkelvwcommlt 
suit:i&. over !Wice as likely to abuse alcohol or 
drugs. and more likely to bcromt pregnant as 
teenag<n II i$ increasingly clc#r 1h:n many ofthe 
social challenges we seek to.avtrt are really symp
toms of adeep:r problem - frncturcd families and 

r.... '""""'. 
Regrettably, the ffilrnlx-rofchildren living in 

households ~ichout faIhe.rs has tripled over !he :las: 
forty yean. fromjaQover five mlllioo in 196()to 
more than 17 million tOOa)'. The past Ihlny j'eafS . 

have also ~h(}wIl astead)' &:cline in the number of 
married households: dropping from 10% in 1970 to 
54% in 199(\ Sndly, fathersare IiQ! only moving 
out of the house, oot they also.aro moving OUI of 
!heir children's lives, ; 

Sometimes UUs unfortunate re.wlt ii~l¢ 
- ",,'here child or SjXiUS3l abuseeno;(S forexample
and it is oot uncommon tOOay to blOW someone 
who is mising chlIdren in .. ~ household 
(and mar.-el at 00w they manage it). Single moms 
are especially t.::roic in !heir effort!; III make end!; 

mret financially \\1llle r.Us1ng good, ~y 

~r L~ ..... astrong family and by e.~tensioo, of a 
sn:mg r.ocitty. 'lkse r~ tnakcarompelling.case: 
children ",ho live with !heir maJritrlparen;sflXcivc 
hi&OC't grades in sch:xlthavea lowerwcoftklin
quencpreles81ikely to use aloohol and drugs. and 
m less likely tooommit crimes. 

Ofrou:se, whik the gm'CO\lOO11t mId ~ be 
creating baItiets to marriage, pmmt!ling Ii.arril!ge 
<b:s not me:m mandating ruarriage_ We ihould not 
fool ourselves into lltinking thai marriage is always 
$~ with res~ fatherltood. NO! 
every ~will produce afa!her cummiued to 
the better welfare of his chi1d.rcn. No '4'O!tllill ever 
should be ~ """""'!heph,;XaI",_ 
tlooal abuse of bcr clnldren oc _H. 

In addition. there is one often o....erlookt.d obsta
cle to protIlC(ing marriage as a ¥clOClc to helping 
children- inexperience, Today !here are nul1lons of 
men who have fathen:d children wOOsc own child
hoods were comptctely devoid of even !he jm'SCt1Ce 

of lheir fathers, let akme married role models, 
TIm-Ngh helping these men put t<;gelher thepics:es 
of their lives, the likeliho;xxl is increased mat they 
and the:next ~on will ultima:cly ~ at 
marriage. It is important fOf absent f.atltoo; tQ realize 
what a tremendous impact they bave on their chil· 
dren's I.iVCli, to ~ the s.kilI.s they need 11}!ake 
on the w;ponslbility ofa family, and to dcllClop n 
mature relationship with their cl!ikIruI's JJKlIher. 

Last summer we introduced legislation to spot
tight the importance offll1hers, family, and fIl3r
riage fOf child development It aiJru. to strengthen 
¥filmilitsand prom"'" ~r.ru,rilood 
through ~!ic all'llJtneSS, rornmuruty involvement 
and removal orfedmJ b:lrrien; to active falhethood 
and married, t\\'(}.paren.l families. 

The ultimate objective we seek is abetttt", 
heaIthlerfuture foriill children. 1b thateod. il.has 
txcome iru:reasiogly !;"Iear that in JOO:'ll, bur l)(l{ aiL 
cirtult1Slar!('.;es the emotional and financial im1l1ve· 
men! of fillhcrs and mothers - within !he bonds (If 
man1l1&C - is die optimal sI.n.I<1Ure within whkh Ii) 
achieve this goal. Is ll'.tII"tiage !he best situation in 
evety case'! Na, Can children be ~fully raised 
using otherapprooches? Yes. But we owe it to our 
children to ~ die optimal environment for 
successful EfO'I'1h. and the iJIIC most lil;ely tD bene· 
frt !hem. 

In ~M this crllka! need, we offer The 
Responsible FalhetI"!o!xIAct of 1999, we do so rec
ognizing that government at its besilli a txXlf sub-
$(illIte for good parenl$. And that even thc most art· 
fully cmfted legislation cannot single-baOOedIy end 
the trngie oonseqUefiCl.':1i ofso emr.pkJt asocial 
cl1aJlroge as this, I! future geoomtions ofdWdren 
are 10 know the ~urity and love ofmnmined 

FATHERHOOD Al.SO 
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mOlhm and fathers, it will not be due loanl' gov
emmcnl program ~ on its own. Abligh'£! 
IOmorrow will nnIy be socured ifgovetllll'lCm can 
impire and l!llU"ShaJ t.l:.e wealth ..00 talents ofour 
comruunity, religious and philanthropic institutions 
to this cause. 

'lbgether we can reverse the treJids:ofirreSlxmsi.· 
bility of the tast t\Vo genern.t!of1& and give more of 
our children the ideal experleoce c( devoted ~ 
\1r1thio sua:wful marriages. ~ is 00 doubt that 
this e~will be the work ofalifetime. But Jet 
US commit ourselvCl j{) ITIIl!king this moment as the 
I1lrcing point, ~ in the words ofWin
rum Or-JrChilllha1 ""!his is 1101: the cnd. It is not even 
the begiruUng of the end. Built k. pe~, the end 
or !he beginnin£:' 

·&lJ4tor CYilII Bayh (1J.INjJs a mnnhtrof 
the Commilttt Df B«nJ:ing, Housing and Urban 
Ajfairs; Energy tmtl Nt1flmiJ Resources; tmdSpe
dnJAging 

Now that father
hood advocates face 
the happy task of 
dMryin8up~ 
as much as $! bil\ioo 
topromoUliathe<,_!he .".;,ge 

que&ion bas suddenw , 

ly jump<d fumj Md 
center. Sharp intmtal 
debates o\ocr how 

Moggie GallaghEr 	 much fatherbood 
money should be 

devoted to promoting marriage. as the place 
where Sl10ng father bont:h are most likely to be 
sumcd, are spurred by philisophlcal divisions, 
but also by the large race and class differences in 
marriage and divorce mtes, Understwdahle roo· 
ctmS about getting f1mds into !he neediest com
mun!ties do battle with !he cqua1Jy laudalory 
desire to restore marriage M a~able child
rearing bood in mainstream society, 

T\viJ different approoches to resolvmg these dis
putes are currently 00 ihc table. The fltSt wouW 
Solomonica1ly rescrvehalftbe funds for"mar· 
riage-only" progmtnS, hoping to spur new and 
innovative marriagNtrengthcning reforms, while 
leaving halr the money for "non-mariul" pr0

grams, such as parenting classes, job Ii""ainiAt and 
child $tl}.IJlOIt initiatives fm lingle falhm.. 

Tho ~"""""'"c~ by RCj\ 

I"A11ONA.L PAnniRBoOO Iml1Al1VE 
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:~~~I;~~~::.~EffectiVe fatherhood outside of proportion who live 

.OMOTE MARRIAGE? 

PECTIVES-

Nancy Johnson (R-CD among O!her:s, would 
require all fatherhood programs to have at least a 
nominal marriage component, but to permit promot
ing marriage to bejusl one of many program goals. 

Which way is belter? In my humble opinion. 
neither. The second suggestion sounds pro-mar
riage. but in practice is likely to stimulate few if 
any new initiatives, If the experience with absti
nence education is any guide (and I think it is), the 
marriage component of these programs is likely to 
be reduced to a few pro-fanna words dressing up 
conventional social work fonnulas, 

Coming up with new ideas 10 support the mar
riage bond is hard, !ffederal funds can be used 
merely to expand traditional progrnms, then the 
law of entropy (not 10 mention institUtional hostili
ty 10 marriage among some service professionals) 
predicts human beings will prefer the familiar 10 
!he innovative. So when Congress made absti
nence only one pan of a sex education program, as 
Robert Rector has pointed out, all federally funded 
sex-ed programs were "essentially condom-deliv
err programs with a linle bit of abstinence tacked 
on the from," By contrast when Congress reserved 
even asmall portion of family planning funds for 
abstinence-only education, a whole new infrnstruc
ture ofcommunity groups sprung up to advance 
the goals t]utt traditional providers were WlCOm
fortable serving. The result? Pm- the tim time in 
recorded human history, the proportion of sexually 
active teenagers is dropping. . 

Ifwe are serious about rebuilding fatherhood, 
we cannot be content with merely rhetorical 
efforts to support marriage. By reserving at least 
half the fund for "marriage only" strategies, we 

. can reasonably hope to stimulate a flood of cre
ative energy and initiative in new leaders and 
reformers. who won't he dragged kicking and 
screaming (as traditional providers might be) into 
desultory marriage-talk, but who are actually 

:

eager to help reverse the decline in marricd father
hood, Of course to be truly effective, these new 
marriage-only programs must have clearly 
defmed goals and be willing eventually to submit 
themselves to outside assessment. It is not enough 
to build a marriage infrnstructure that serves the 
service providers; we must fmd strategies that 

make a difference in children's lives, 

outside of mar:~~~~~~'[~:ImI~f2the funds for pro-i mistake, It con
much and dares too linle. The sad truth 

marriage represents a vasl sociill experiment 
which has not been achieved in any human soci
ety, Investing high hopes or huge sums in such an 
experiment seems unwise. Chances are, thaI in 
five years, researchers will find few, if any, 
results, and the fatherhood movement may he 
politically discredited. 

Instead, fatherhood advocates should unite under 
the framework sketched out in the groundbrcaking 
Morehouse Statement on African-American 
Fathers: "the fatherhood movement must promote 
both marriage and marriageability," Programs that 
are not "marriage-fltSt" strategies need not be pr0
grams "outside marriage." Instead job training, par
enting programs and other services should be tar
geted to fragile families (especially poor fathers 
living with the mothers of their children) and 
placed within a marriage context, having as their 
eventual goal the fostering of fathers and relation
ships fit for marriage. Under promoting ''marriage
ability," fatherhood advocates can pay attention to 
the important economic component of the decline 
of marriage among poor young men, address the 
breakdown in gender relationships, and also create 
new marriage mentoring and premarital education 
programs in inner city churches to help those 
young couples who say they are interested in mar
riage. achieve this part of their dreams. 

The task of reviving a marriage culture in the 
inner city is critical. but dauntingly large, We can 
lake courage from the fact that, according to the 
latest research by Sara McLanahan. marriage is 
what young people in fragile families and neigh
borhoods say they ideally want Outside the Belt
way, marriage is not a word that sparks sharp. ide
ological debates, It is a shared value. an aspiration 
that unites, rather than divides, us all. 

• Maggie GaIlaghu is Directoroftlu MaTriage 
Project oJ the JnstiJute for American lhlues, 

When the family 
situation warrants iI, 
yes, But, as a general 
principle, no. The 
fatherhood move
ment must be dear 
about its mission, 
which I believe is to 
improve the weIl
being of children by 
engaging or 
re-engaging fathers. 

Ron Mincy Though there is no 
reason to expect dra

matic increases in the nUIIber of children reared 
in married-couple families. new research, by the 

ilies rapidly declines. Fatherl100d programs are 
learning how to help never-married and divorced 
or separated fathers to remain involved in the 
lives of their children. If such involvement can 
reduce maternal stress and increase the develop
mental stimulation they receive, especially during 
the child's early years, the payoffs to children are 
high, The fatherhood movement should focus on 
this ta~k, leaving the importance of marriage for 
others to debate. To do otherwise makes second
class citizens of a large and growing number of 
children who have unmarried fathers, along with 
the practitioners who serve them. 

This does not mean that marriage has nothing 
to do with fatherhood, because falhers in a loving, 
equitable, and well-functioning marriage are in a 
better position than any other fathers to support 
their children. This is probably why the research 
indicates that children of married parents do better 
on most measures of well-being, than children in 
any household arrangement. except widowhood. 
So, how can the fatherhood movement take up the 
issue of maniage. without saying to the almost 
one third of American children born to unwed 
parents. plus those of divorced, or dysfunctional 
marriages, " ... you're not our priority?" 

NFl's President, Wade Hom. provided the , 
answer a few years ago at aconference organized 
hy leaders of the mainstream fatherhood move
ment The conference called, "The Fatherhood 
Movement: ACall to Action." was intended to 
build a broad consensus among groups serving 
children in different father and family situations. 
By emphasizing the difference between prevention 
and intervention. Hom helped conference partici
pants reach that consensus, To men who have no 
children, the fatherhood movement should dis
courage unwed fatherhood, because we know that 
it puts the father in a weaker position to support 
his child. However, for children born to divorced, 
separated, unmarried, or dysfunctionally·married 
parents, the prevention question is moot. Practi
tioners are learning how to encourage parents in 
fragile families to focus on the needs of their 
child{ren), This is the fltSt step in a new counsel
ing model. called 'T-E-A-M' Parenting, which 
often reveals whether or not marriage is feasible. If 
it is, marriage promotion can become part of the 
practitioner's intervention strategy for that family. 
Many practitioners are developing program mod
ules that help couples who are considering or open 
to marriage, learn more. decide if marriage is right 
for them, and if it is, learn how to make il work. 
Some are even collaborating with faith-based 
organizations, so that couples who believe, as my 
wife an.! I do. that a marriage. is fltSl and fore

- continued on fXJge 9 
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P.O.P.S. Essay colllest winners and lheir fathers al a Philadelphia Philies game. 

Promotion Proves Goodfor Dads and Business 

, 
I 

Hypothesis: Retailers that promote 
responsiblefatherhood not onty help 
their community, but will increase safes 
revenue. as welL 

Experiment: The Prmr.oting Ongoing 
Parental Support (P.O. P.S.) program at 
malls owned by the ROllse Company ill 
Philadelphin and southern New Jerse)~ 
JUlie. 1999. 

The Proof: in the puddil1~l 

\\o'hcn the RQll~e Compar.y's seven area 
shopping malls ran P.O.P.S. throughQut!his past 
June, retailers knew they were doing It giX.ld 
deed_ And it was one glXld deed that really paid 
off - for local fathers and kids, and !heir own 
bottom line. : 

Working closely wim NFl. each of the malls, 
OI'ganized numerous eventslQ publicize the 
importance of fatbetbood and spur fun between 

fathers and their children. Among the 32 dif· 
ferent events were a falher-cliild frisbee oonte&t, 
family fun walks, "Create.a SUOtlae for Dad" 
{sponsored by Dairy Queen), a yo-yo comes! 
(sponsored by Kaybce Toys), and a free pmtrail 
fur fatI= ru>d !Ire" chifdren" El<pressly""""",,, 

A"My Pops is Tops" essay cootest drew 
more than 400 entries, which were prominently 
displayed in store windows. Winning essays 
woo pr'.zes rangillg (rom tickets 10 a Philadelphia 
Phillies baseball game 10 tickets 10 the New 
Jcrs.r.y Stiltc Aqullrium. Indeed, the Phll1ies 
donated an entire section of seating for essay 
contest winnerS and !heir dads, . 

At each of !he malls, fathers could pick up 
NFl brodrures and O1her materials offering 
concrete sugge$tions for being!lKlt'C involved in 
their clilldren'slives. 

The Roune Company rcpoc!s that P.O.P.$, WlIS 

tops for store owners. as well. Mail sales during 
!he month-long campaign were up !!t6%. with 
family.and specialty Calegory s.too:sa1es up 23.7%, 

,.~ 
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ASK THE CHILDREN: 

Fathers Matter 

BY ELLEN GALINSKY 

Until now, national djscu,~si'on about work 
and family tife has om~tted the voice of 

ooe critical iamity fI'li:rnber: me 'child. 
I have spent the last five years invescigatinl; 

what children in grades 3through 12 think and 
fal about their working pattnlS, i oonductoo a 
nationally representative random survey of 
1.023 children, conducted in-dePth lmerviews 
with 11 I parentS and children, and telephone 
interViews wlth 605 other employed parents. 
The results nre reported in my new book, Ask 
the Children: What America:~ Children Really 
Th!'nJ: About Working Parents, 

My research confirms hut also adlh new 
insight (0 the growing body of social science 
research thai is soowingjust oow much 
fsthers matter to their cblidretL Here are four 
of my key findings: I 
• ChUdren want more time with their 
i.thus.. It is rommonly believed that children 
miss their worklng molhers more than tllcir 
fathers. But my research shows thaI if granted 
one wish to change the way their mothers' or 
their fathers' work affe<:ts their lives, more 
children wish for more lime wlth'their fathers 
than lheir mothers, 

• Teenagers want mort time with their 
talbers. it IS commonly believed that as 

children gel older - especially as they move 
intO' Ihe teenage years - they want to separule 
from their parents, However. my research 
IIhol,\'S that 39 percent of children aged J3 
through 18 f«lmey have '"ioo little time" 
with their fathe"" compared to 29 percenl of 
children a&es athrough 12. 

I Children <:art about the wuy fathers 
spend time with them, h is not ju~ the 
amount of time with their fathers thai 
counts to children but the nature of their 
lime together, Again and again I found that 
children valued two types of time with 
tbeir ramel'S, the same a& with their 
molhtrs, On the one Iland, they wanl their 
fathers to focus 00 them - to really engage 
with or attend to their concern~. which 
snmelirnes means grappling with toogh issues, 
On the Qther hand. they wan! to be able to 
"hang oul" with their falhers - to kick back 
arId relax without being focused on a 
particular ISsue. 

• Chlldl't'n want their fathers. more 
involvro at school. It is not just in the home 
thiu children wanllbe engagement of their 
f~. Seventy-one pertent of teenagers 
assess their mothers positively for being 
iovolved "wllh wMt is happening to me at 

ASK THE 

CHILDREN 


school" compared with 
62 percent for fathers. 

We can learn a great deal by listening 
to America's children. They are telling tiS 
thaI falhers matter, that they are an important 
presem:e in dlildren's lives, and thaI they 
need to be even more of II presence, Now it's 
tip to us - as fathers and mothers - to make 
that happen. 

ElrtJ! Gtdinsky is co-founMr a1IIi PM${d~1U (jJ lilt 
Fwrnlln and Wort Jru!itlIw, For #/OfF informaliflfl 
CJ' to cnhrAd: rht ClUtdtrll, go if} 
WtVWJamititsandWMk.org 0; (pH (212 j 465·2044, 

rAoJ!9 

. 
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FATHERHOOD IN FOCUS 

Ream Medii, Coverage ofFaillerllOod, , , 

NOTABLE QUO'fES 
"To me, lhats the easy way out: give {the 

kUlsJ .fome money and (hen run off. Tilt: 
money lh){'sn 1com/Orllhrm at night. They 
can't sa\', "HeY. Dol/ar Riit. Jhad a 
nightm:.re las; night" aniC);pect lhe dollar 
bill to rock them and hold thefT'_ Money lJ 

there because jt is anecessity. But if you 
give a child love and altentiop.., money is the 

last thing Ihey are going fa lookfor." 
- Isaiah. age 4J) 

Asquo;ed in Ml.ow_focome Single Fathm 
in an African Amelkan Community and.he 

Requiremtl\Ui olWelfa.re Rerorm" 
Journal of Family £me:;, Vol. 2(}, No.4,July 1999 

"The boys nuuJe slWwballs anti tossed them 
al each arller with indifferent results. Every 
so aften. Alex, a bigger bo}', would pack 
togethrr a/rury immense snowball anti 
ges1leu/ale menacingly tawards Tommy 
Stein. Tommy wauld hide beMnd me (md say,. ' 
'You can ~ hit me, When JIm touching 
Daddy) it's a sale tone, 'If 'is magic every 
lime I hear him say thar, " - BCII Stein 

Ihurp\ from, "An LA, Dad Discovers Id.;ho 
Ftu.hethood," The /tnuriCCTI Enurpri%~ 

StpttmbcriOctobet 1999, Vol. In. No.5 

"Our images need to change so that 
a man who doesn"t assume {signijicafll/ 
responsibility as a parent is seen as a 
wimp, lhe idea should be, Real men diaper 
their babies. " 

- Betty Frledan, & a talk forthe Amerkan 
PsyclJo\tlgkal kwcwllon's celehtalloo ofWomen 's 

History Moot.'l in Marcll199\1, Ms. Friedan i~ also 
author of the cOlltwvmllll bo.:s:sc!ler, FemirdM 

MyttiqUf, and more f'C{ftllly, "Beyond Gent.ler The 
New PolitlCS (If \\forl;: and Fa.'llily" 

"At 1M. end of the day wilen I ga to bed, 
Daddy lacks me in. We lalk IOgether about 
our day. He "ads me a story 10 help me 
sleep. We pray together. That is my 
favorite part. " -AmIUlda, Age!) 

As q\l.<Jttd by hWy Kay Shanley In 
Whtn ! Think Abm« My faJ~' 

..................... It It •• 


"No Malter how hard we try and no mt11ter 
how frJich matley we spend, governmem 
can i be afalhet: Government can 't love, 
call ~ nurture, can '/ look ()Vel' a child's 
shoulder to make ,mro the homework's 
done, can', see wlwllhfy're watching tm 

Tv, or dra;v a line if! (he sand zhal says 
IThis is righJ and this is wyong', " 

- Gov, Tom Ridgt 
~Annual ~ofthe !'lOA, Aug 3,1998 ........................ 


In case y<>u missed our Fatherhood &. TV 
Report, here's more eviticnce of the 
negru1ve way fathers are often portrayed 
in Television. 
"Wilen your husband does gt!l around to 
making a umtement offer. J waltt him ro do 
it on his bare knees." and when we turn 
him down. I wan! !o see him burst inw 
tears, lick your shoes and beg for mercy." 

- Quote from Dixle Cn~'lI charncttr, 

divorce attorney Randi King, 


{Ill the CBS TV show 'Family Law: 


http:olWelfa.re
http:nightm:.re
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SPEECHES AND APPEARANCES 
BY NFl STAI1F 

tI' July 14. Dr. Hom JWticipatcd in apres." 
conference on Capital Hill unnouncing the 
introduction of ''TIle Responsible Father
hood Act of \999" along with Senate;» 
spo1Lwrs Evan Barh (D·IN) and Pete 
Domenici (R"I'-I"M), I 

tI' July 15, Nell Tift rrescnteda ~opon 
"Developing Effective Fathcrllllod Pr0
grams" in Naperville..IL 

V 	July 1.7, Dr, Hom made II presentltion to 
new fadlen; at "Dad's Night" lll. Camden 
Yards, home 10 bascba1I'.~ Baltimore Orioles. 

V 	Augusl2. Ncil1ift presented Plenary Scs'" 
sian at Heruthy Mothers Healthy Babies 
National Conference in SeaI.tIe, WA. 

..... August 7, Dr. Hom made a ~eyoott presen
tation 00 "Fat.hefbood, Abstmence and M<u-
tiage: Connecting the \)or.\" ~t the M~ 
(nstitu!e for Sexual Health's. ~econd ruruonal 
training conference in AustID. TX. 

...... 	August H!. Neil TIft presenlc.:i pienary v,mcl 
:tit the PartOO'Shlp for Family Involvement _ 
in Education Conference. Mr. TIft. also prn~ 
seated his worksh(lp, "Engaging Fa~ in 
QUldren'~ Learning", in Washington, DC. 

..... August 20, Neil lift presented at C~i. 
nnring Fatlicrhood Services Retreat m SL 
PauI,MN, I 

, 
V' August 23-25, Dr, Hom gave,!l ~ of lec

tures in Buenos Aires and Mendoza. 
Argentina. on dilld and family welfa:e 
issues and tile importance of early cllild· 
hood education programs. 

t/ Septembet 2.. Neillift presented at "Grand 
Rounds Medical Staff Development" in 
Johrt$oll City. NY. 

..... SeptemberS, Dr. Hom was an inviledpar
ticipant at u w&king seminar on the Earned 

tit the Brookings institute. 

V September 1S, Neil TIfl prcseJted al the 

encein Harrisburg, PA 

V S"""",ber 16, CIuirrnru1 Don """'y, 

IncomeTax Credit (€fro mruriuge penalty 

"'Community Building 2000" stllte oonfet

-Joined Gov, Tom Ridge ofPennsyJvania in 

~;~:;::::~~ the Pennsylvania FIlI.hethood 

TIft, presemod at the 

V September 23, Dr, Horn gave 11 pfenury 
, se~5ion nddress at GovemorGilmOI1(S 

Confcreroceoo "Right Oloices for Yooth" 
in Richmond. VA. Aho, Neil 'fift present
ed at the ''ChiJdreR'S Rlghhl Council 
National Conference" in Alexandria, VA 

...... 	September 28, Dr, Hom presented II 'hork
shop on male inV<ilvemcnt in abstinence 
education at the: "Abstinence Education 
Workshop" sponsored hy the Texas 
Dcparunent of Heallh in Atrntin, lX. 

V' September 29, Dr. Hom made II presenta
tion at New Ymk City's Human Resource 
Administration on ways 10 promote 
responsible fntherlmod and marriage with
In an urlxm context. 

V 	September 30. Nfl's founder and CEO 
Don Eberly, NFl's President Wade Hom, 
and Nfl's Re.source ('.enter Director Neil 
Tifi, provided a briermg on NFl's Pitts
butgh Fatherllood Initiative to philun-, 
thropic organizations located in th<l Pltts
burghAroo, 

..... October 5, Dr. Hom provided invited 
expert testimony before the Human 
R~ Subcommittee ofthe Ways and 
Means Subcommittee, U.S. House ofRep
resentati~ wtlceming Ihe ''Falhers 
Count Ace of 1999". 

..... October 14. Dr. Hom made the opening 
KelTIOle presentation at the Michigan Fam
ily Support Council' ~ IIIlnUal tmirting Ctm~ 
ference in Petoskey, MJ. 

V 	October 21, Dr. Hom made a keynote pre
sentation on ''Involving Fathers in the 
PerirurtaI PeriOO" 8t the N&tional Perinatal 
AssocUition's Annual CliniClll Conference 
and ~tion in Milwaukee, WI, 

V 	October 26, NFl's fourukr and CEO Don 
Eberly, NFl's President Wade Horn. and 
NFl's Resource Center Dlmetor Neil 
TIft, pruticipated in the fltst-ever , 
Allegheny County Fatherhood Forum in 
Pittsburgh. PA. 

V" October 30, Dr. Hom participated in u 
panel entitled,. ""Vhat We Have Learned 
About Promoting Marriage: and the Fami
ly" at the Ilflillll'lthropy Roundtable's rumu~ 
at conference in Naples, FL 

MEDIA APPEARANCES 
NFl's leader:ship continues its high profile in 
the media. Sinc¢ our last newsletter, lX. Horn 
has been interviewtd by numerous prillt and 
broadcast media including CBS Evening News, 
ABC'S 2000, CN,v Talk Back Live. F(IX Ne»'s 
ChaMel, Maryland Public Tefevision., The New. 

York Pm;l, St. Paul Pkmur Press, The Tampa 
TribUl/e, The Bostan Globe, The UYJahingum 
Pon, The MiIwtmktt }ounutI Senrifld, Yourh 
Today, Pittsburgh PtJ-st-Gulfltc, New York Daily 
News, The Christian ScilHt('e Monilof. Natitm(li 
emhalk Regia/a, YM MaJ14t.ifle, Sesame Suw 
ParenlS magazine, National Public Rodio, ABC 
Radio Network News, Jaru'f Parshall's America, 
Fomily News in Focus, UPl Radio Network, 
WiSCOIISill Public Radio, and radio Slations 
KXNT (Las Vegas), wIve (Indianapolis}. 
WMlJ'Z (Detroit), KSLR (San Antonio, TX), 
KXLY (Spokane, Washington), and KSFO (San 
FranciiiCO), Qmoog (lthers 

Job Openings 
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I . I
Q: WHAT CAN YOU Do TO REDUCE FATHER ABSENCE IN AMl::.lIICA? 

A: BECOME A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL FATHERHOOD INi71Al1VE , 
Are you concerned about the decline of families in the broad-based leader of the fatherhood renewal 

. America? Do tbe oft-recited and tragic statistics of movement in America. and we want you to join with us 
lncreasing crime. teer preg in this important work, 

nancy, educational decline 
 Please do your part in 

and poverty force you to ask 
 confronting the problem of 
what can be done? The fatherlcssness by becoming 
answer to these baffling a member of NFl. The most 
problems might be more important beneiit of 

simple than you lhink. The 
 membership of NFl is tbat 
answer is GoOD F4TlIERS. you will show a continual 

As a national commitment to combatting 
nonsectarian, non-paitisan organjzation, the National the most crucial issue of our time--fatherlessness. Isn't 
Fatherhood Initiative'(NFI) is uniquely positioned to be that reason enough to pledge your membership. today'! 

Do Your Part - Join the Initiative! 

,r------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------1,
! YES, I would like to s.upport the National Falhcrhnod IniliaJive Enclosed is my check (or : 
: by becoming a Member at tire following level: Below is my credit card information: (please circle one) : 
I AMEX Visa MasterCard Discover I 
I 0 $35 NFl MEMBER (entitles member to all bcne!1tn listed above) I 

: 0 $100 NFl ASSOCIATE (Associates recc:ive all benefIts listed above, Card :, , 
I plus 5 additional copics. of lhe InfonnationIMedia Kit and Community Signature I, , 
: Impact Brochures) Name : 
I 0 $500 NFl PATRON (In addition to the above benefits, NF1 patron Address : 

members receive strategic update memoranda on II regul!ll' basi~, peri. : 
odic r.ews clippings ()f our work, and advance notice of <Ill publicu- CilY ZiP: 
tions and programs) Phone : , 
~ Naricnt:J Fal~rhrod fr-Jlinliw(NFl)"" fWIII)mfil. JOI(r)(J)~liM-'ioo. and UIIIIrlIMiMlIfi NH 1Iff' IrudflJwliN,/<>rJfl.kml W:OI»I; uu- P~I"f'CM' O/Mrliwl IMlpni/ir btHtfil$ : 

iislro /I."""". llU'mbrnhip in NfJ ~ /WI imply MY ~Mr rillim Qr aNiswiM:- QIJ ~ "wI '-'11M indiv/JU(ll "",m.br~ A I'<1PJ ,,11M tIJTIrful rrriftmmln tJItd,fowldJ:li Will_tiM l1l<I)1 M I 
oblllitwijmm IIv P~NU}1wvI;" n..pa""""" W$lalt by ~iJ!Ii1tg wUfru wtllWllVmuylwmiLl, J~7J2.()999. IIqUlmlicft tiMl mIf ImpJy mdoffl'llKlll, I 

-----------------~------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 

FatherhoodToday 

NATIONAL FATHERHOOD l~mAUVE 
1O! LAKE FoREsT BouLEVARD· Sl.TIE 360 
GAIrnERSBURG, MD 20877 
E--mai!: Jlfj 1995@aoLCllffi 

lrttp:ffwww.~'OI"i 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.s. rO~tnge 
PAID 

Suburban, MD 
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