Actions to Promete Responsible Fatherhood
May 1, 200€

Child Support Trust Fund/Account

Child support paid for a child while on welfare would go into a trust fund that would be available
~ gither in a lump sum or monthly payments—once the custodial parent left welfure. This would
provide an innovative new mechanisim to encourage fathers to pay child support for their children
even while on welfare, create an incentive for mothers to leave welfare, and provide additional
income durmg the transition from welfare to self-sufficiency. Like child support pass through,

the trust funds would ensure that support paid by the father goes directly to his family, thereby
creating an incentive for the mother o cooperate with child support and the father (o pay, but this
approach is simpler and removes incentives to stay on wellare. There ate several options for
implementing this approach: a} the Administration could provide guidance o states on how they
could implement it with existing TANF funds, b) the Administration could implement a pilot
funded with child support demonstration fonds, ¢} the Administration could announce that this
idea should be considered for nationwide implementation as part of TANF rcauthorization, or d)
current child support legislative proposals could be amended 1o include this option [may need to
identify new pay-for implications],

Release Child Support Accomplishments report and new data
Could release report summarizing Administration accomplishiments on child support, along with
latest data including FY 99 state-by-state aumbers; latest financial institution data match hats;
new hire hits; passport denials. Final national numbers will bkely be shightly higher than the
preliminary number of $15.5 we’ve been using. Could also highlight role of businesses {and
maybe call on employers to do even more?].

1 1
Encourage more State investments in premofing responsible fatherhood
We could dev clop mforrmtlen on how much (or little] states are fnvesting thetr TANF funds in
responsible [athcrhood ac;tmzxes and exhort them {0 do more by investing available TANF funds
in these efforts. Little data is currently availabie and this would require surveying states. We
may be able to convinee a privale organization to conduct the survey {perhaps a foundation could
fund a think-tank or one of the state organizations).

Encourage judges to make greater use of non-custodial parent employment programs

We could work with HHS and DOJ to commission a guide for judges on how to use non-
custodial parcni employment programs to help deadbroke dads go (o work and pay child support.
Where these have been implemented (Tampa, Los Angeles, Indianapolis, etc} they are producing
promising results and judges are enthusiastic. We could also find ways to disseminate
information «bout these madels at judicial conferences, or hold a conference specifically on this
topic. Guide should include information on how states are implementing the current child
support work requirement for NCPs with children on welfare, and highlight our proposal to
expand to all NCPs.

Food Stamp Employment & Training Fandg
Direct USDA 1o provide guidance 10 states on how they could use FS E&T funds to serve non-
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custodial parents. We're currently gathering information on whether any states are doing this.

Fathers Matter — Deliverables from HHS/ED Initiative on Involving Fathers in Schools and
Early Leammg
Could release the following deliverables being produced by HHS and Educﬂtlon
+ Effective Practices Guide for educators, head start providers, and other practitioners, Wil
include special focus on involving non-custodial parents, as well as fathers who are living
with their children.
+ Tips i}}r Dads — practical things dads can do to get more involved
» Training materials {
» CD Rom to include these deliverables plus research information,
HHS will know by mid-May when these might be available; some pleces may be ready fora
fathers day release.

Veluntary paternity establishment

HHS has sent out 3 video to be used at hospitals, and is now sending to Head Start conters as
well, We could direct them to send out the video and other informational materials to 8 wide
array of federally-funded family services programs such as child care centers, schools, heslth
clintes, juvenile and adult correction facihiies, courts. We could also direct thern o partner with
. other non-federal entities to disseminate information to places likely 1o reach fathers who have
not acknowledged paternity including sports organizations.

Provide TA for providers on how to work with deadbroke dads
There is evidence that despite a growing level of interest in serving this population, there is a
need to build capacity and train staff in welfare, workfores, and child support offices. Some have
pointed out that the Workforce Investment Act is an important untapped resources but there is a
lack of knowledge/experience in dealing with the population {our Fathers Work/Families Win
proposal would help build capacity in the WIA system). DOL 18 in the process of funding NPCL
to do TA effort for WtW and WIA providers. We could explore other funding sources, including
building 1t into the DOJDOL re-entry mitiative to ensure these programs incorporate responstble
fatherhood as part of their efforts.
j \

Incarcerated Fathers
There are a growing number of i lmttauvcs around the country focusing on incarcerated fathers
but, to date, federal involvement has been minimal. For example, the Mott Foundation will soon
be funding a numhcr of state and local pmJects and there is a large conference scheduled for
Seprember, [AK follow-up with DQJ ~ what is status of federally-finded research?]
HHS speeches {currently not planning any new announcements/deliverables)
« Kevin Thurm and Judge Ross speaking at Inlernational Fatherhood Conference in NYC May 30
o  Kevin speaking at NFI's 3 annual Fatherhood Summit, Jurie 2 in Washington (invite may have

been cxtended 1o V).
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Require paternity establishment to get food stamps

Not currently required but problems appear to outweigh advantages. Two issues; 1) should &
father who has a child living with him have to prove legal paternily and 2) should a father who is
not living with his children and is applying as an ABAWD be asked if he has children, and if s,
has he acknowledged paternity? This could send mixed messages in terms of promoting food
stamp participation.

Require payment of child support as condition of getting food stamps

Under PRWORA, states may disqualify food stamp recipients who are in arrears on child
support. USDA says only two states — OK and W1 - have elected this option for non-public
assistance cases. Ohio has a self-sufficiency contract which makes payment of child support a
condition of receiving TANF, Failure to do so will also result in the mdividual who owes child
support losing food stamps. While we don’t yet have data on how common this, it1s probably
most likely to occur in the case of a two-parent TANF {amily where one parent owes child
support to 2 former wife or girlfriend. USDA believes the reason so few states are doing this is
because if the father is living alone, he's probably an ABAWD facing a three month time hmit so
it's not wan!{ doing. If he's living with a new family, the sanction will reduce food stamps for
the new family.

Unemplaymént lnsurance iatercepz
We already irtercept child support from Ul claimants [Enic — have you learned anything more
about how this works or how much it generates? What's statutory basis?}

Child Support Demonstrations/Waivers .

OCSE will be releasing Special hmprovement Grants in late May/early June, These may include
grants related to fathers in prison and involving the faith community. Also one related 10 brining
together women's groups and father groups. '

Promising practices in Welfare-to-Work Nou-Custodial Parent grants

HHS and DOL have added z component to the WtW evaluation contract with Mathematica to
review and produce a report, including case studies, on 7~ 9 Non-Custodial Parent projects
currently opcfating with WtW funds. Site selection is nearly linalized and includes an interesting
range of projeécts (potential sites: Los Angeles, Milwaukee, DeKalb Co (GA}, Houston, Yakima
{WA), Oglala Lakota Tribal College (Pine Ridge), Minneapolis, Kansas City). Expect to be done
in late summer, .

Expand partnerships with faith communitif
OCSE checking on additional partnerships such as United Methodist Church,
FY 1999 Paternity Numbers — not likely to be positive

EITC
e Still exploring counting child support



» CBPP has proposed giving credit for non-custodial fathers who are paying child support

Explore Blair’s initiatives:
Promoting two parent families, fatherhood and families coalition, mamage strengthening, TV
shows.

Highlight new research findings

Several recent research reports confirm that child support can be an important tool in fighting

poverty, but we need to do more to increase the potential of poor fathers to pay. For example:

s Child support reduces the number of poor children by a half million and reduces poverty among
these chi}érerz by sbout X percent {Sorensen)

+ While too many children still do not receive support, if represents an important source of income
for those who do — in 1996 {latest available data) children who had nonresident parents and
whose families received child support received, on average, 16 percent of their family income
fram child support. And, the average amount of support received was 33,793 (Sorensen),

e Child Séppart is even more important for poor children. The average poor child with a
nonresident parent and whose family received support received $1,979 in 1996, which
represents over one-quarter of their family income (26%). (Sorensen)

NICHD-funded Fragile Families Research
McLanahan/Garfinkel may soon be releasing release on 6 or 7 site data (while HHS funded, they
don’t control release), [AK to call].

Two Parents Fair Share Reports - [AK call Ginger Knox to get advance copy and dates]
HHS has two reports on male involvement in teen pregaancy prevention under review. Plan

to release as'part of 3% report to Congress on National Strategy to Prevent Teen Pregnancy (need
to get more information).
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NF1] Partners with Pennsylvania
in Fatherhood Promotlon

“} condinued #s march 1o take fatherhood

promation © every state capitol in the
couttry as Gavernor Tom Ridge aanounced
the creadon of the Pennsylvania Patterhood
fnitintive. O hand for the September 13
ansouncement was NFI Chaiman Don Bberly.
The Pennsyivania effort, which madks the lat
est effort in Governsr Ridpe's campiign w0

revitalize fatherhood
“At the heart of  inthe gare, isapan.
all we da is the ﬂﬂf;-‘fé?*??‘;ﬁ% f“;'f;f
. . © Peansylvania
Jomily. ThetIs  ploeond Iniative
where oter most  wittbe charged with
important work  coordinating the
lies... we can and  €7Tes of all state
otist broak | “EERcies designed to
‘%: mist pre pissmete responsiiie
this cyele of fatherhood, Gover-
father absence, &mge. whe has
X M Bohive Dier-
reconnectkids ot Gaetnors
with their dads, Tk Force on
and save another Faherhood Promo-
. generation of tion - also 5 parvsee-
Pennsylvania’s S0l NF - and
g serves as its founding
children,” co-chairman,
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AN Pl « The Department of
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add over §1 million

Fatherézoad ! mtfatwe

J....1-800- 79@9@5

{iov. Ridge of ghr anmoungement
of the Penneyliania Fatherhood
Initiative. Sected o ki tefl is <
Deerick Span, Diresor of the Pern- 1Y
svlvanin Fatheriinod indtlative,

(k]

ta its Single Point of Contact Pregnant and
Pazenting Youih Prograts to provide services
fo 240 teen Dathers; invest money 1o develop
fatherhood programs and ereate § to 10 Family
Centers around the state; wind add almost 31
milfion to e Education Leading o Employ-
ment and Careirr Tratming progeam 26 help teen
fathers pursue teir Bigh schonl diploma snd
amplyment, M—J

s ‘The Department of Bducation will award
$177.000 10 nest-profit commumity-based
organizations o prumote respomsible fatherhood,
« The Departepent of Health, i conjunction
with N1, witl develop a peagram 10 texch chik

dren and sdolescents about e woles ang revpon.
sibifities of futherhionsd, as well as the fingncial,
social and emotional costs, of becenﬁag 1 father
priof (o reamiage,

a The Depastment of Corroctions will ;
crganize programs designed 1o help fathers in l
prisons stay connected, or to reconsecy, with
their children.

» Seed grants & comarunity-based organize-
tions will be provided by the Department of
Community and Fconorrie Develupment o
deveiop and expand fatherhoad promotion
activitios throughout the state,

- continued on puge 2

Mayors Muster Muscle Against Missing Dads

NFI Announces Mayors' Task Force on Fatherhood Promotion

wn NFi holds
a simndt, peos
ple listen, That's cor-
iainly ihe vase with
the Nadena! Summit
on Supposting
ihan Fathers, con-
vened by NE7 this

ihe sinonit was

and civic leaders,

convened to cxplore the dynamics of father
ahsence in urban communities. While fither
absence Is & nationwide problem, it Espropis-
tionately affects many urbas communities,
whre iliepitimaey mies can reach meore than
704 and the porcentage of children Hving withe
out fathers can ofimb o well over 50%. As a
direct result of the urban fatherhood sammi,
several influensial mayors decided o join with
NFI to create the bi-partisan Mayors™ Task
Fores an Fatiethood Promotion,

N i excited to anhotrce Tt Mayors
Stephen Goldsmith {R-indiasapolis} and Job

Norquist (D-Miwankee) wili serve as sk

fovce co-chairmen. Bs Farkerhood Fday went
1 press. e thus 30 mavors h:ms osed the
task force. -~
Wﬁll the care “‘uSIBE:ni h g\ .
social problems come 15 g, Besponsibte”
fronting America's 1% Faiferhgod ket v g
“urban cenfers, the epic 3 Sy Prasideuts Jask ™
demic of father ; w?rmezm fw &
abserce is by farthe {7~ CABM Roport -

»;s-z THE FORUM - - '*q
*%«s LOCAL INTTERTIVES
?*m &mwn" &

most siciatly conse-
guentist and fiscaily
costly problam a

Maym must can- mmf M K
front,” reads Ten f;f, - forespoadence. |
Things Mayors Com §g§§m&$ M&‘ ;.;,

~ continurd on page 5 Bone ‘Hf paRtie )
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NE will
Belp the state
implement a public sducation campaign high-
lighting the Imporfant role fathiers play in their
children’s lives and  will operate 3 toll-free hot-
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cond. from page .

line where Pennsylvanians can call to learn
atwut fatherhood resources in their comnwmity,

The Ad Council and NFI will begin diring
theilr media campaign throughout Pernsylvanis
Later this fall,

Senators Introduce
Responsible
Fatherhood Act

H Senators Evan Bayh (D.IN) and Peie
Pomenict {R-NM) have their way, Congress
will sooa add the force of the federal gov-
ernment to the fatherhood movement. This
past July, the twe legisiators introduced
tht Responsible Fatherhood Act of 1998, 4 bill
iended 1o merease poblic awareness abow
and cormmunity involvement in fatherhood
promotion effors, and to change the curremt,
Welfare-to-Work program 1o offcr mote sup-
port 20 low-incame fathers,

The Responsibie Fatherhood Act of 1999 will:

» raise awareness sbout the importance of
respansible fatherhood by authorizing a public
awareness campaign, desipeed by states ol
commurities, 10 help change aititudes, pariicu-
tarly among young men, shawt the rmsponsibil.
thies thut go with fathering s child;

» establish & block gmaé £ zx;mé pEsponsi-

ble fatherhiond promotion programs =t the state
and lovad tevel; and :

» ¢hange existing federal faves fo £nCoutage
2 stronger connection boyween fathers and
thelr children through increased child suppont
1o families and mece available tesininp through
the Wellfare-2o-Work progaam f{x'

fow-income fathers,

If enacied by Congress, a national clenring-
hionse will also be established to facilitate the
exchange of ideas and success stories on
fatherhood issues. The clearinghouse will also

. J"’.‘ [ -’4..‘(

Senaiors Even Bayh ;md Pete Domenici

prexduce and disseminate resources to these
leading the charge at the community level,
NFI has been highlighted as an exemplary
group 1o bouse such a clearinghouse becavse
of our vast coflection of {atherhood materialg
and experience of the subject of fathers and
{atberhbiood.

Bayh snd Damenici, speaking at & Washing-
o, D.C., press conference noted dat, since
MF1 started over five years ago, approximately
2065 local fatherhond programs have been
foroed, Senstor Joseph Licberman (B-CT, 2
co-sponsor of the bill, specifically pointed to
NFL “A shining example of 1his onited effort is
the National Faberhond Intiative INFD) which
whis formed & help raise awsarcness of the

, problem of father sbsence and its conse-

* guences and o mobilize 2 nattonal response to
i#. "1 date, the NFI has made tremendous
progress, working in corumunities across the
country 10 set up educational programs and (o

, promote responsible fatherhood,”

NF President Wade Hom was also present

 atthe press conference at which he was asked
to comment on the scops and sonsequences of
{atherlessness,
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Taking Account of the
Fathers Count Legislation

BY WADE F. HORN, PH.D.

PRESIDUNT, HATIONAL FATHERMOOD INITIATIVE

Ifszzbemwasamkmmm%x
sadption, ¢ is fatherlessness Tonight,
nearly 4 out of every 10 childrea in the 11,
will go to bed in 3 bome in which thelr biologi-
cab father does sot reside. Three ot of 13 live
in a home without any father at ail. This is not
good news for America’s children,

Well, the federal government has started
[0 take notice. As chronicled in s issue
of Fatheritood Today, over the pust severyd
months, bi-partisan Jegislation has been intro-
duced in the U.S. Senate by Senators Evan
Bayh {(D.IN} and Pete Dominict {R-NM) and
in the 1.8, House of Representatives by Nancy
Joheson (8-} and Bealamin Candin (-
MDL Both bills would provide funds for com-
marity-based organizations to develop and
implemcru outreach, suppornt, and skills buiki-
ing programs for fathers,

This sounds like good news ~ and it very
well may be. But legistation must be earsfully

crafted o ensure that
YT R T S i goals arc aftained
, N hile minimizing
with congerted I possibility of nnia
sfiort we can tended negative con-
sequences, Hem arg
actually reverse EONIER T
the trend toward iSRS
) crilenia for judging
fatheriessness PRt Rr] any
rep given legislation will
within the next limately prove
Tive years. effective in promoting
mponsi!lle fatherhnad,

PG fedoral legisiation mzs( eieariy pra-
g1 married fatherhood as the ideal, All
iz evidence sugpcsis zhai the most

efl vz: pathway to invalved; eemmmed and

athiers. We must, and should, work with enwed
» und dwormd fathers 1o help them be an impar-
tant part of their childeen’s Hves. We don’t
have a father 1o spare. But at the same time, we
whcclwﬁzaizbcbmsimﬁmisfm

Second, while recognizing the importance

af &ﬁié‘ﬁff:pen enfarcement, federul fepis-

Hon mast ‘emphinsize positive father
engagerg€At, oot simply economic support.
Since gig 1950%, the futhers’ role in public
policd has been mosty abont paternity estab-

fisRment andfhlld support enforcement, This
‘%‘ﬁﬁ “Bi Boilrse, without merit, Any man who
fathers z child ought to be held financially

responsible feor that child, But federal and stzte

government already spends many bitlioas of
dollars on child support enforcement, What is
needed now Is not mors Rmds 1o enforee obild
suppon oeders, bul more resources to help
fathers become engaged In positive ways in
the tives of their children,

erai legisintion should be flexible,
mvmim Support for & range of fatherhood
programs and initintives. Fathers come in
many{iheties. What is helpful with one kind
of faﬁ;eﬁn“anc type of situation, may not be
helpful with nother kind of father in  differeol
itnaton, While setting cortain priorities, federl
Spitition shoold not hamstring local father-
%z{xxi programs by focusing assisiance o only
o type of father In ot type of situation
epislation should be paricelardy canclul sot
1o condition services on having fathersid 2
child out-of-wedlock, for doing so would only
serve to introdie perverse incendives for men
to father children outside of marriage.

Fourth, féderal legislation must encourage
the in ent of faith-hased elforts (o

mmmm fatherhaod. Over the

faith-hased fatherhood interven-
i ifas ?za*;g shown an extraordinary capasity to
Srctivaie men 1o be good husbands and
fathers. Millions of men bave stiended Promise
Keepers fatlies. Tens of thousands of

have been involved with Dad: The Family
Shepherd, Dad's University, and Legacy
Builders. In recognition of the exiraordinary
power of faith to transform men's lives, feders
al legiskation should provide suppent for faith
hased fatherhood promation aciivities as well
#s sectilar ones,

FHih, federal legistation should emvourage
the development of community-wide initia-
tives, not morely individual programs.
Fatherlessmess is 2 big problem, Big problems

can potbe salved with litde sohutions. While
individual ftherhood support, cutreach, and

] sé}itwiémg programs will always bethe

backbore of effons to motivate and equip men
iobe m&m ible fathers, they ase, by them-
selves, insufficient to uddress today’s crisis of
mzﬂh_eﬁesm'é%

R Rathef what is needed is the mobilization
of entire commaniiies in which every sector of
American society - both public and pivate
— 15 enlisted (o help address the issue of
fatheriessness, This means that in addition w
funding locat fatherhiond programs. legisiation
should also be designed to help mobilize the
media, hospitads, schools, the philanthropie
sector, existing so0iad seevices, und the judicial
systerm, 10 name but s fow, 0 help combat the
rising probivm of fatherieseness, The father-
hood movement will surely il if 1 becomes
just anofher Binding stream, competing with
every other funding stream, for finite
TESOUICES.

CONCLUSION
There exists today no greater singte threat to
ke jong-term well-being of children, ovr com-
mnities ar ous aation, than te mereasing
number of childres being salsed without s
commitied, responsitie, mnd loving father, This
tide will not be noned easily, snd certainly not
by changes in public policy slone. Rut public
policy can have 3 sigrificant effect upon how
poiential parents e both mothers and fathers —
view marriage and parentsl responsibilities.
The good news is that we are starting 1o see,
for the firss time in over thirty years, a leveling
off of the sumber of children growing up in
father absemt hormes, | belisve that with con-
certed effort we can actually revesse the trend
toward fotherlessness within the noxt five
years. Not simiply stop the dse is fatherless.
#ess, but reverse |, Publle podicy canlieip by

- smoouraging more skilied lathering, move

mﬁc,anémnmiges
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New Study

Finds Best Thing

tfor Keeping Kids Off Drugs

You Won't Believe What It Is! (Well, maybe you will)

esearchers
mecently released
¢ findings of z

majof new study on
teenage drug abuse,
With great excitement
and fanfare they
announced that they had
found the one factor that
can keep kids away from
drugs, the best interves-
tien yet discovired i the
war on drugs. B is (drem
roll pleasel)... Duddy.
The Mational Center
on Addiction and Sub.
stance Abese {CASA) o
Columbia University
surveved 1000 eenape
boys, §,00C teenage
girls, and {000 pavents
of teenags childeen £330
mothers and 464 Tathers)

ewer 3 five-year period. Rescarchers measured
“sttitudes of teens and those whé most influ-
ence them” in an ateempt to solate those fac.
tors that increase or decrsase the likebihood
that a teenager with use alcohol, drugs or
tobacco, They particwlarly focused ons family
structure and the quatisy of relations hetween

2.0

=

1,

= Hisk Lovel»

&2
o

o
o

teenagers and thekr parenis, !

“The safest tepiss are those Izvmg i twoe
parent homes where they have 2 positive rele-
Honship with both pareats,” the study congied-
¢d. Family stucture, sspecially the presence
of 3 father, was found 16 be the single most
important factor protecting kids fom sub-

stance ahuse:

& Teenagers rafsed in iwo-parent families
have an abuse rate 75 kowee than the

average rate Tor afl teens,

¥ Young people Hving in “thrivilug fwo-pare
ent households™ (living with and having a
very pood relationship with both purents)
are the least likely b abuse aif';ﬁhot, drngs,

or tobacea.

® Teenagers growing up in swiberosly
households have o subsiance shuse rafe
21 % above the averape for aYf adolescents,
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« Dinners Per Week As A Family »

‘Attent Retigious |
oSevdceaal lasd
i ﬁm& B xaaﬁz

cm Study on
Reizgzeus involyement

Frequent Famliv Dinners:,
aner SHbstance Ahnsa Ellsk

s &ﬁenu ﬁ:&ig&sa;
Services Lags Yhan
,«»ﬁzzza a mmn :

7

7% L smoisdin e PestMomn |7 915%»,_”
pg TN ornkinTyplost week | Dot

6% Wil ever Uss Any Drugs | -+ -

% ! in the Fuigrs I CoW%
“ _"16%" - l Hava Smoked Marljusna | . ?%s‘%{l ‘“’::

very strong relationship with their

oaaly 35% of igenagers living oaly
mothers have such & relstionship

onee & month,

dads are their seeret weapon.

The stedy did find tiat #1 is possibile for gin.
gle mothess to couniezact the negative effsets
of no fasher in the household by building a

renaged

childres. However, the researchers found that

with thelt

Referring to the study as a “wake up
calf” for America’s fathers, CASA Chair-
man and President Joseph Califano sso

. noted that family dimner tiae, in addition to
heing nutritious and an impartant time to
cateh vy with each other, is 1 valuable drug
abase preventien factor. Teenagers who, on
the average, don't eat dinner with their faru-
lies have a substance abuse rale 2.5 times
higher than that of teens who usually ¢at seven
dinners per week with their families. The
study also found that wenagers whs stiend
retigious services at feast feur times per manth
fd signiftcantly lower levels of substanes
ahuise than teenzgers who stizaded l2ss than

S0, it seems, the next fime the governmient
declares unather “war on drugs,” our pplid.
cal leaders bester remember that America’

Eraphs courtesy of The Natonal Conter on Addiction
and Subgionce Abuse gt Colionbia University,
Navinat Survey of Amecivan Auimdes of Sudsiance
Abniee ¥ Teens and Their Parents, T August 199
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,Cities, an NFL

Tsummil The o
" cizmt‘ialzvz sty
Mavar John Borgulst  of father absence 2. ¢
R directly associats
: ﬁxiwzizi criminal justice, mmedial educa: .
L] famtiy cgusts, and namemuﬁ famx]y
, Setviéés account for 2 Huge pomam of |
urfmmvz:ﬁm’;s. resuliing i m dramatuca]ly .
hzgh&r taxes anﬂ; :
; more wrban’ ~oo .
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K iresidey in a smg!c parent fivise;

ol 85‘%%}' e finte it i3 the Jathet, wiw;

Xlis aés@mmm the iwm‘g 'Cansequemiy,
lepitimate quwrmn iz whether or not leg-
isiarion aimed ot promoting fatherhood
should qiso promote marriage.

We'va asked threg important voices in
the narional debate on fotherhood and
marriage 1o share their opinions on this
topic. We'd love 1o heczr your vigws as
well, i

Enconraging
responsible
Tathers is good
for children. Is
marringe?

The irany in our
falion’s unpreoe-
dented sconomic
prospesity i it
many Amerkans
st feel our country
is m the wrong track
~ that there has been a detetiorstion of cur sogi
ety's values. There seems 10 be 2 fraying of sur
social fabric, and many indicators point to e
incrrase In absentee Batbers as the odpd,

{r celleague, Senabor Joseph Lickermvn,
describes fatherleasness as the grestest social crisis
of our Gme. He is right. The National Fatherhond
Initiative has ifaminated this fact with their
research - when fathers are stwent, children s
five times more likely 1o Hye in poverty, twice 83
iikely to commit e, more likely 1 bring
weapons and drugs into the classroon, twice as
tikely to drop cut of school, more Bkely w0 commit
saicide, over twice as Eely toabuse alcohol or
drugs, and more Likely 1 hecoms pregnant as
teanagers. 1 is (noreasingly cleor that many of the
social chalienges we saek (o avent are really symp-
s of & deeper problem — factured famaibes and
fathwer ahsence,

Regrettahily, the mimber of children living tn
hiouseholds without fathers bas tripisd aver the last
forty years, fom just over five millios in 19600

Sen, Evan Rayh

more than 17 sailion today, The past thityy veans -

have also shown & sicady decline in the aurmber of
married households: dropping from 06 in 197010
34% in 1986, Sudly, fathers 200 5ot ondy moving
ot of the houss, but they also wre oving out of
their children’s fives.
Somumﬁnswzfmwmﬂlmunm%
—whsere child or spewsal abuse axists for example ~
and 1 {2 ol rCommos ioday 16 oW someote
whrz I5 raising children ina single-parent household
{and rarved & how they manags #3. Siagle moms
aze especially hereic in their efforts o make ends
meet firancially while raising good, esnotommtly

. Wﬁ 1 |
ﬁmhmmmwmwm&mm’

sl also promese mamdage? In the Amenitan #3-
&tion, e Institution of marringe is viewed as the
vomenstore of 3 strong famsly sl by extension, of a
strong sociey. These facts make 2 conpeliing case:
childres who ve with thelr married pasests veceive
tigher prades in schixd, Juve a lower e of defin-
quency, are less likedy o use aloohel and drugs, and
a6 Tess likely to cominit crimes.

Of course, while the povernment should not be
creating basrices t martiage, promasing masrisge
does med teean manddading mamage. W shoukd not
foxd oursedves into tilnking tal marrdage & slways
gynonyeous with responsiile fatherhood. Net
every marriage will produce a father commiited (o
the better weifacs of his children, No womun ever
should be exgected to tnderate the physical o zaxe
sonal abase of ker children of herself.

I aekdition, there i ome often overlooked ol
¢l 1o proweding maniage 13 3 vehick to helping
¢hildren — inexpetionse, Today there are miltions of
men who have fshered children whase vwa child-
hoads were comsplstely devoid of even the presence
of theie fathers, ke alone mutied role models.
Throasgh helping these men put fogether the pieces
of their Jives, fe Hkelihood is increasedd that they
and the next geoeration will ultimately wicceed at
enagriage. T is immportant for absent fathers to realize
what a wremendaus rupact they have on el il
dres’s ves, (o nequire the skills they need 1o take
on the respunsibility of a family, snd o develop
mature relationchin with theie children's mother.

Last summies we infroduced legisiztion = spot-
{igh the importance of futhers, family, and s
tiage for child developmment. I aims 10 strengthen
fragiie familiss and promots sesponsible fatherhood
throwgh public awareness, compmmty involvement
and remmval of fedenal barrders & aetive Taherbod
and maried, two-parent farilies.

The liimate objactive we seek is a better,
healttder future for ol children, To thatend, ithes
become increasingly clear that i most, but not afl,
gircumstances € emotional and Rnanclal involve-
rent of fothers zad mothers - withis die bonds of
smamiage ~ i$ the optimal sinicture within which o
achisve this goal. Is mamiage e best situation in
every case? Mo, Can chikdren be successfully raised
using other approaches? Yes. Bt weowe o our
children 4 promots s optimal enviconment for
suceesshul growtl, mnd the ang most ikely 1 bepee
fit them,

s resporse ta s critkes! need, we offer The
Respomsible Fathethood Act of 1998, We do so iec-
ognizing that government at its best s 3 poor sub-
gitute for pood panenis, And that eves i most ant-
fully enafied legislation cansen single-handedly end
e tragie donsequences of s comyslex 4 socisl
challenpe 55 s, If futore generations of children
are to knosw the security and love of comeiiied

T ‘».v-

&HQULD LEQISLATI(}H
FATBERHBOODR ALSCO

—~THREE PI

tnothers and fabers, it will not be doe o any gov.
£rUment program achng on its Ows. A baghter
samatrow will ondy be secured if government o
Inspire and marshal the wealth asd talents of our
sosmnsanity, relighous and phifasthrapic nglitutions
to this cause,

“Togedrer we oas sverse the tends of lnespoasi-
buity of the last twa generations and give more of
o children the idesd experiencs of devoted parents
within swoessfu) martiages. Thers 15 oo doubt that
this endeavor will be the work of 2 Hfetime, But ki
U8 cornmit earseives 2o marking this moment as the
turning point, wdsrsianding in the words of Win-
gion Chrrchill that “his s ner e end, ftis not even
the beginming of the eag. But it i, perhaps, the end
of the beginning"

* Senator Evan Bayh (DN} i3 a member of
the Conumitee of Banking, Housing and Urin
&g‘m, Energy and Nanural Resources; and Spe-

Nosw that father-
= hood sdvocates face
B the happy task of
N divvying up perhans
R 35 much as $1 biftion
ta prongie father-
question has sudden-
Ly jumped front sad
B contzr Sharp inteenad
§ debates aver how
ek fatherbood
maoney shoukd be
devniad (0 prometing ruaage, a¢ the place
where stronp father bonds are most likely inbe
sustained, are spurred by philisophical divisions,
but alss by e tmge race and class differences in
miarriage and dhvorce mies, Understandable con-
cerns sbout getting funde into the neediest eom-
remncties do baitle with the equally laudatory
desire to resloes marriage as s dependable child-
rearing bond i malnstream Soctety.

Twao dtiforent 2pproaches to resobving these dis-
pues are corently on fhe table. The first would
Sotomonically reserve Balf the fands for “rar-
rizgr-only™ progeams, haping 1o saur new and
inmovative marmiage-strengthening reforms, while
leaving half the money for “ron-mardial” pro-
grams, such as parenting classes, job traialng and
child support intiatives for siagle fathess.

T second appronch, champloned by Rep.

Maggie Gallagher
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OMOTING RESPONSIBLE
.OMOTE MARRIAGE?

PECTIVES —

g " A TR
o i nv-"\!#..'r

Nancy Johnsen {R-CT) amang cthers, would
require all fatherhood programs to have at least a
nominal marriage component, but 10 permit promot-
ing marriage to be just one of many program goals.

Which way is better? In my humble opinion,
neither. The second suggestion sounds pro-mar-
riage, but in practice is likely to stimulate few if
any new initiatives. If the experience with absti-
nence education is any guide (and ! think it is), the
marriage component of these programs is likely to
be reduced 1o a few pro-forma words dressing up
conventional social work formulas,

Coming up with new ideas to support the mar-
riage bond is hard, If federal funds can be used
merely to expand traditional programs, then the
law of entropy (not 10 mention institutional hostili-
ty to martiage among some service professionals)
predicts human beings will prefer the familiar to
the innovative, So when Congress made absti-
nence only one part of & sex education program, as
Robert Rector has pointed out, all federally funded
sex-ed programs were “essentially condom-deliv-
ery prograsns with a little bit of abstinence tacked
on the front.” By contrast when Congress reserved
even a small portion of family planning funds for
abstinence-only education, a whole new infrastruc-
ture of community groups sprang up to advance
the goals that traditional providers were uncom-

\ fortable serving. The result? For the first ime in
" recorded hurnan Instory the proportion of sexually
active teenagers is dropping. f
If we are serious about rebuilding fatherhood,
we cannot be content with merety rhetorical
efforts to support marriage. By reserving at least
half the fund for “marriage only” strategies, we
- ¢an reasonably hope to stimulate a flood of cre-
ative energy and initiative in new leaders and
. reformers, who won't be dragged kicking and
<, screaming (as traditional providers might be) into
desultory mamiage-talk, but who are actually
eager 10 help reverse the decline in married father-
~ hood. Of course to be truly effective, these new
marriage-only programs must have clearly
defined goals and be willing eventually to submit
.. themselves to outside assessment. It is not enough
Y. tobuﬂdamamage infrastructure that serves the
W . service providers; we must find strategies that
# '+ actually make a difference in children’s lives,
: But implicitly reserving half the funds for pro-
TR Brams Lo mvngoratc fatherhood outside of mar-
L riage is also, in my mind, a grave mistake. It con-

.. B

chcstoumuchanddamstoollmc The sad truth

%uppom for example, do not do madcedly better 4%
113 than ch:ldren whose falhers don {. Even fmquency |
"of visitation appears to make no difference in'chil-

dren’s well-being, Effective fatherhood outside of
marriage represents a vast social experiment
which has not been achieved in any humian soci-
ety. Investing high hopes or huge sums in such an
experiment seems unwise, Chances are, that in
five years, researchers will find few, if any,
results, and the fatherhood movement may be
politically discredited.

Instead, fatherhood advocates should unite under
the framework sketched out in the groundbreaking
Morehouse Statement on African-American
Fathers: “the fathethood movement must promote
both marriage and marriageability.” Programs that
are not “marriage-first” strategies need not be pro-
grams “outside marriage.” Instead job training, par-
enting programs and other services should be tar-
geted to fragile families (especially poor fathers
living with the mothers of their children) and
placed within a marriage context, having as their
eventual goal the fostering of fathers and relation-
ships fit for marriage. Under promoting “marriage-
ability,” fatherhood advocates can pay aftention to
the important economic compenent of the decline
of marriage ameng poor young men, address the
breakdown in gender relationships, and also create
new marriage mentoring and premarital education
programs in inner city churches to help those
young couples who say they are interested in mar-
riage, achieve this part of their dreams.

The task of reviving a marriage culture in the
inner city is critical, but dauntingly large. We can
take courage from the fact that, according to the
latest research by Sara McLanahan, marriage is
what young people in fragile famities and neigh-
borhoods say they ideally want. Outside the Belt-
way, marriage is not a word that sparks sharp, ide-
ological debates. It is a shared value, an aspiration
that unites, rather than divides, us all.

* Maggie Gallagher is Director of the Marringe
Project at the Institute for American Values.

When the family
situation warrants it,
yes. But, as a general
principle, no. The
fatherhood move-
ment must be clear
about its mission,
which I believe is to
improve the well-
being of children by
engaging or
re-engaging fathers.
Though there is no

. reason to expect dra-
matic increases in the number of children reared
in married-couple families, new research, by the

Ron Mincy

therm DIy n!{g ]

ATecicon chﬂmdﬁrﬂm;

fes {n Which pz pamnts are oo-habmng or i
which the father ViSit the ¢ ciuld'a'i Teast once per oKy
: weck T call the poor among these famulm, fragile’ 73
" farfilies. Unfortunatelyas children et older the ™
proportion who live with married and fragile fam-
ilies rapidly declines. Fatherhood programs are
learning how to help never-married and divorced

or separated fathers to remain involved in the

lives of their children. If such involvement can
reduce maternal stress and increase the develop-
mental stimulation they receive, especially during
the child’s early years, the payoffs to children are
high. The fatherhood movement should focus on

this task, leaving the importance of mariage for
others to debate. To do otherwise makes second-
class citizens of a large and growing number of
children who have unmarried fathers, along with

the practitioners who serve them,

‘This does not mean that mamiage has nothing
to do with fatherhood, because fathers in a loving,
equitable, and well-functioning marriage are in a
better position than any other fathers (o support
their children. This is probably why the rescarch
indicates that children of married parents do better
on most measures of well-being, than children in
any household arrangement, except widowhood.
So, how can the fatherhood movement take up the
issue of marriage, without saying to the almost
one third of American children born 10 unwed
parents, plus those of divorced, or dysfunctional
marriages, .., yolr're not our priotity?”

NFT's President, Wade Horn, provided the
answer a few years ago at a conference organized
by leaders of the mainstream fatherhood move-
ment. The conference called, “The Fatherhood
Movement: A Call to Action,” was intended to
build a broad consensus among groups serving
children in different father and family situations.
By emphasizing the difference between prevention
and intervention, Horn helped conference partici-
pants reach that consensus. To men who have no
children, the fatherhood movement should dis-
courage unwed fatherhood, because we know that
it puts the father in a weaker position to support
his child. However, for children bom to diverced,
separuted, unmarried, or dysfunctionally-married
parents, the prevention question is moot. Practi-
tioners are learning how to encourage parents in
fragile families to focus on the needs of their
child{ren). This is the first step in a new counsel-
ing model, called “I-E-A-M' Parenting, which
often reveals whether or not marriage is feasible. If
it is, marriage promotion can become part of the
practitioner’s intervention strategy for that family.
Many practitioners are developing program mod-
ules that help couples who are considering or open
to marriage, learn more, decide if marriage is right
for them, and if it is, learn how to make it work.
Some are even collaborating with faith-based
organizations, so that couples who believe, as my
wife and I do, that a marriage, s first and fore-

— contimied on page 9
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P.O.PS. Brsay contest winners and their fathers ai 2 Philsdsiphia Philies game,

Promotiqn Proves Good for Dads and Business

Hypothesis: Retailers féz:rz’ promote
responsible fatherhood not only help
their commaunity, but will increase sales
revenue, as well.

Experiment; The Promosing Ongoing
Parental Support {(PO.P.S.) program at
malls owned by the Rouse Company in
Phitadeiphia and sonthern New Jersey,
June, 1999,

The Proof> in the pudding!

When the Rouse Cnmpuny's seven area
shopping malis ran POPS. daoughout this past
Jure, retailers knew they were doing a good
doed. And it was ons good deed that really paid
off - for Jocsl fathers and kids, mé thetr own
bottom line.

‘Working closely with NFI, each of the malis
organized numercus cvents (0 publicize the
irsportance of fatherhood and spur fizn between

fathers and their children, Among the 32 &if-
ferent events wars o father-child frishee contest,
family fon waks, “Create 2 Suadae for Dad”
{sponsored by Daiey Queen), 8 yooy0 contest
{spomsored by Kaybor Toys), and a fros postradt
for fathers and their children m Expressly Portrails.

A "My Pops is Tops” exsay contest drew
more thas 400 entrics, which were prominestly
displaved in slore windows. Winning essays
won prizes ranging from tickets (o 0 Pdladelphia
Philfies basebadl game 10 tickets 10 the New
Jersey State Aquariom, Indeed, the Phillies
dosated 2n eatire secuon of segting for essay
contest winoers and thers dads,

At each of the malis, fathers conld pick up
NF] brochures and sher materials offering
congreie suggestions for being mete involved in
their children’s lives,

The Rouse Company reports that PO.P3, was
tops for store owners, 38 well. Mall sales during
the month-lotg campaign were up 18.6%. with
farily and specialty category store sales up 23.7%.
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ASK THE CHILDREN:

Fathers

BY BLLEN GALINERY

ntil now, national discussion about work
and family bfe hag ommcd the voice of
one critical iamzty mermber; the child.

I have spest the Tast five years Investigating
what children in grades 3 theough 11 diink and
fee} shout their workdng parenis. Foonducted a
pationaly representative sandom survey of
3,023 children, conducted in-depth snterviews
with 171 parenis and childeen, and elephons
interviews with 603 other employed parents.
The tesults are reported in my new ok, Ask
the Children: What America’s Children Really
Think Abous Working Parenty,

My rescarch confirms but also aids new
insight to the grewing body of social science
research that is showing just how much
fathers mater to thele ¢hildren. Heve wre four
of my key findings:

» Children want more time with their
fathers. It is commonly believed that children
miss their working mothers more than their
fathers. But imy research shows that if granted
one wish to change the way their mothers’ or
their fathers” work affecis their lzw:sg more
ehifdren wish for more tme with teir fathers
thay dheir mothers,

« Teenagers want mare time with their
futhers. It is commonly belioved tha ae

Matter

chikdren get older - especially as they move
into the teenage years - they want (o separgle
fraumy their parents, Howevsr, my research
shows that 19 percesnt of children aged 13
through 18 feol they have Moo Bitle thne”
with thoir fathers, compared to 29 percent of
children ages 8 dwough 12,

v Chilldren care shout the way fathers
spend time with themn, [t is not jost the
amount of e with their fathers that
caunts 1o chikdren bus the nature of their
time togéther, Again and again I found that
children valusd two types of time with

thew fathers, the same as with their
mathers, O the one hand, they wan! thesr
fathers o focus on them —~ to really engage.
with or stiend 1o their concerns, which
somesimes means grappling with tough issues.
On the other hand, they want iobeable to
“hang out” with their fathers - 10 kick back
and relax without being focused on a
pariicular issue.

» Children want their fathers mare
involved at schosd, }is not just in the home
thiit children want the engagement of dheir
fathers. Seventy-one perceat of seenagers
susess thelr mothers positively for being
involved “with what is happening o me &t

A LaiRomagy o
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fw 1%

*Vfﬁis
UThg

whoof” mmgmui wzt}z
&2 percent for fathers,
We oan learn & great deal by i:szenzrzg
10 America’s childres. They are telling us
that fathers matter, that they gre an imponant
presence in children’s lives, and that they
neeid to be even more of a presence, Now it's
up 1o ux — as fathers and mothers w to make
tha happen.

Elten Gotingly is co-founder and presidons of the
Famifies and Work Institule. For more information
o to grder Atk the Childres, poin

www famitissondwork org or ool 12111 463-2544,
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FATHERHOOD IN FOCUS

Recent Media Coverage of Fatherhood

NOTABLE QUOTES

“To me, hat’s the eusy way out: give [the
kids] some money and then run off. The
maoney doesn't comfort them at night. They

cant say, “Hey, Dollar B:E? lhad a
nightmare last sight™ and capect the defiar
Gill to rock them ard Fold them, Money is
there hecasese it is @ necessity. $ut i you
give a child love and astertion, money is the
feest thing they are going o look for.”

- Isniah, age 4

As guotsd in “Low-Income Single Fathers

in an African Ametcan Community and the
Reguirerments of Welfare Reform”

Zoumal of Family fssuzs, Yol. 20, No4, July 1959

LA R EE AR SR EEERESNSERZ:ESENN)

“The buys made snowbafls and 1ossed them
at each other with indifferent results. Every
so often, Alex, a bigger boy, would pack
together a frsly immense snowlall and
gesticvulate menacingly rowards Tommy

Stetm, Tommy would Bide behind me ond say,

You cun'’t hit me. When Pm touching
Daddy, it’s a safe tone.' It is magic every
time { hear him say thar.” ~ Ben Steln
Excerpi from, “An 1.A. Dad Discovers Tdalw
Fatharhood,” The American Enierprive
SeptemberiOctober 1999, Val. 19, No, 5

canside ;;fafmg Yot grder

through the Natioua! Fatherhood
fuitigtive,
Remember, NFI members enjoy

. I . ,
al evconit on all items in gur
i
Resonrce Catalog, To receive a
caralog vr 1o place ai order, please
call ux ar | i-{-‘JS 0599, Or you
can w{{e:- 1074 Hu' I::f::me:‘ at aur

“Our imuges need to change 30 that

a nman why doesn’t asswne {significant}
responsibility as o parent Is seen as 4
wimp, the idea should be, Real men diaper
fheir babies,”

« Betty Friodan, at a talk for the American
Psychologieal Assoctation’s celebration of Women's
History Moath in Murch 195%. Ms. Frisdan is also
suthor of the controversial besiseller, Feminine
Mystigue, and more seceatly, “Beyond Geader: The
New Paliticy of Work and Fanlly”

PR EEANE R E DS
“Ar the ead of the duay when { go (0 bed,
Daddy wcks me in. We 1aik together about
our day. He reads me a story 1o help me
sleep. We pray together. That iv my

faverite part.” ~Amanda, Aped
As guoed by Mary Ky Shasley in
When I Think Abewt My Father

LA R EREEENENRNENSENIEEMSSEJNHNEIR]
“No Matter how hard we iry and no matter
Bow muich money we spend, governmens
con't be a futher, Government can't love,
can't murture, con't laok over g childs
shuulder o make surs the homework'’s
done, can't see what they 're walching on
TY or draw ¢ fine in the sand that savs
*This is right and this iy wrong’.”
«{3ov, Tom Ridge

GWith Annual Meeting of the NGA, Avg 3, 1958
S AY SR SEDTENEDSSEDRES AN
In case you missed our Fatherhood & TV
Report, hore’s more evidence of the
segative way fathers are often portrayed
in Television,
“When your husband does get around 1o
making & seitlement uifer; I want him to do

s on kis bare knees.,. and when we turn

Rim down, T want to se¢ him burst inte
tedrs, Hick your shoes and beg for mercy,”

= Quate fror Bixie Unrter's characiey,
divorce altarney Randi King,
on the CRY TV show 'Fandly Law)”
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SPEECHES AND APPEARANGES

BY NFiI SYAFF

v July 14, Dr, Hom panticipsied in a press
conference an Capital Hill ansouncing the
introduction of "The Responsible Father.
hoad Act of 1995 along with Senate ¢on
sponsors Bvan Bayk (01N} and Peie
Exavenic (R-NM)L B

v July 15, Nell Tift presented & werkshop on
“Developing Effective Fatherhood Pro-
grams” in Napeyville M.

o July 27, Dr Hom made a prosentation (o
aesw fathers st “Dad’s Night” st Camden
Yar, home to Baseball's Baltbone Orioles,

o Aupgust Z, Neif Tift presented Plenary Ses-
sion at Healthy Mothers Healthy Babies
Natioral Conference in Sextte, WAL

¥ August 7, Dr. Horimade & keynote presen-
tation on “Fatheehood, Abstinence ard Mar-
riage: Connecting the Dots™ at the Meadicw
fnstinze for Sexual Health's mx,omi national
training conference in Austn, TX.

v Augost 18, Neil Tift presented plenary panel
a2t the Partersiin for Family Involvement
in Exducation Confergnce. Mr, Ti&, sl pro-
sented his workshop, “Engaging Fathers in
Children's Learning”, in Washington, DC.

v August?{i Ped Tift presented gt Coondin
nating Fatherinod Services Rmmaz in S
Faul, MN,

v Angust 23-25, Drﬁwgav&amofiec—
tises in Buenos Alres and Mendoza,
Argenting, o child and fanwily welfare
issues and the importance of early child-
hood education programs, - .

Vv September 2, Neil Tiff presented at “Grand
Rounds Medical Staff Development™ in
Jotingen City, NY,

v Septernber 8, I Hom was an invited par-
tickpant at 1 working sesinar on the Bamed
. Inoome Tax Credit (ETTC) merriage penalty

'; L+ " September 15, Meil Tift prosented af the
N -, “Community Buiiding 2000" state confer-
ence in Hamishurg, PA

‘ﬁ ¢/ Scptember 16, Chairmon Don Eberdy,
¢ Joined Gov, Tom Ridge of Peansylvanis in

Anouncing the Penrsylvania Fatherhood
%;; Indintive,

:September 21, Neil TIR, preserted at the

* #Department of Education conference,

- Engaging Fathers in Children's Learing”,
Wasinagzm e

1 'i

v Sepmbcrb Dr. Hore gave 2 plenary
session nddress at Governor Gilroorg's
Confersnce on “Right Choroes for Yomth'!
in Richmond, ¥A. Also, Neil Tifl present-
ed 4l the "Children’s Righty Council
Mationul Conference™ i Alexandria, VA,

" September 28, Ur. Hom preseated u work-
shesp on mate invelvement in shatinence
exucation st the “Abstinence Educution
Workshop™ sponsored by the Texas
Depastinent of Heakh in Austin, TX

v Septomber 29, Die. Hom miede 2 prozenta-
thon at New York £iv's Human Resonrce
Adrainistration o ways o promoe
responsible fatherhond and nuarnage with-
ir an whan context,

o Seplember 35, NF's founder and CEQ
Bon Ebardy, NFEs President Wade Hom,
“atd NF1's Resource Cernster Director Natd
Tift, provided a beiefing on NFI's Pitis-
burgh Fatheriood Initiative o philan-
thropic organizations located in the Pitts-
burgh Ares,

&/ Ociober 5, Dy Hom provided invited
expert testimony before the Human
Rescurces Suhcominiitee of the Ways and
Means Ssbeonumittes, U.S, House of Rep-
rosentatives, soucerning the “Fathers
Count Actof 1959”.

v’ Ocober 14, Dir Horn made the opening
keynoie presentation af the Michigan Fam-
ily Suppor: Covncil's annual traindng con-
ference in Petoskey, ML

¢ October 21, Dir, Hom made 4 keynois pre-
sentation on “Involving Fathers in the
Perinpwat Period’” ot the Nagionszl Perinata)
Assointion’s Anmmal Cliniea! Conference
and Expositions in Milwaukee, W1

v’ October 26, NF's founder and CEQ Don
Fberly, NFI's President Wade Homn, and
INFT's Resource Center Iiregtor Neil
Tifl, participated in the first-ever
Allegheny County Fatherhood Forum ia
Fitsburgh, PA.

v {xsober 30, Dr Hom
panel entithed, “"What We Have immed
About Promoting Marriage and the Fami-
iy” at the Philanthropy Roundiable’s anm-
al cotference in Naples, Fl.

MEDIA APPEARANGES

NFI's leadership continges is high profile in
the media. Siscs onr Just newsletier, D Homa
a3 heen interviewed by sumerous print and
trozdeast media inclading CBY Kvening News,
ABLs 20720, CNN Talk Back Live, Fox News

Channel, Marslend Public Tetevision, The New .

Notable Events of the Staff and Board

of ‘the National Fatherhood Initiative.

¥ork Post. St Paul Ploneer Pross, The Tampa
Fribune, The Boston Globe, The Washington
Post, The Milwakee Joumal Sentinel, Yourh
Today, Fitisburgh Povt-Gazette, New York Daily
News, The Christian Science Monitor, National
Catholic Register, YM Magazine, Sesame Spreet
Farents magazing, Novionad Public Rodio, ABC
Radiv Network News, Janes Parshails America,
Family News in Foecus, UPI Rpdio Nerwork,
Wisconsin Public Rudio, and radio sistions
KXNT (Lus Vegasy, BIVC (Indienapeiisy,
WHMUZ (Detroin), KSLR (Ss Awtonio, TX3,
KXL¥ {Spokane, Washington}, and KSFO (San
Prancisco), among others.
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A: chmff A MEMBER orF THE NA TIONAL FATHERHOOD INITIATIVE

Are you concerned about the decline of families in the broad-based leader of the fatherhood renewal

" America? Do the oft-recited and tragic statistics of movement in America, and we want you o join with us
increasing crime, teen preg-  orae - in this important work,
nancy, educational decline | SRoEM BENEFITS{@F WMERSHI? Please do your part in
and poverty force you 1o ask ; _ confronting the problem of
what can be done? The fatherlessness by becoming
answer to these baffling a member of NFL The most
problems might be more important benefit of
simple than you think. The membership of NFLis that
answer is Goop FATHERS. you will show a continual

As a national commitment to combaiting

nonsectarian, non- parusan prganization, the National the most crucial issoe of our ime-fatherlessness, Isn't
Fatherhood Initiative'(NFI) is uniquely positiened to be that reason enough (o pledge your membership, today?

Do Your Part - Join the Initiative!

o T e e e e e 0 T 00 0 0 0 0 OO0 OO0 0 0 09325 N
E YES, I would like to support the Nationgl Fatherhood Initiative  Enclosed is my cheek for § i
1 by becoming a Member af the following level: Below is my credit card information: (please cinmte one} :
! . X s ster( { {
! [0 535 NFL MEMBER {entitles membier to all benefits listed above) AMEX  Viss  MuasteeCard - Discover !
{0 $100 NFI ASSOCIATE (Associates receive all beniafits listed above, Card # 2 (
I plus § additional capies of the Infonmation/Media Kit and Community  Signature H
' Impact Brochures) ! Name f
t (1$500 NFI PATRON (In addition to the above benefits, NFI patron '
) . . ) . Address H
! members receive strategic update memoranda on a regular basis, peni- ] X !
' odic rews clippings of our work, and advance notice of all publica- City State, Zip (
! tions and programs) Phong Fax H
] L]
: The Nationa! Fatkerhpod Initinive (NFI) is o ponprofis, S08(c K3 organieanar, and contribidions to NFT are sax deductible for federol income tax prrpases. Other than the specific benefits :
J listed ahove, membership in NFI does not imply any ather rights ar ebligations on the prrt of the individual member. A capy of the nificial registation end financial information may be H
' obtained from the Perntytvania Deparmens of State by calling tol! foee within Pernvyivania, 180007320999, Reglstrarion does vot imply endorsemen, H
L ' J
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NATIONAL FATHERHOUD INITIATIVE PAID
101 Laxa FOREST BOULEVARD » SUTTE 360 Suburban, ML
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Tttp:ifwww Latherhood org
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