
, 

BRADY Bill VS. "INSTANT~r CHECK 


It is expected that the Senate will be be face'd with a choice between two competing 
handgun purchase systems: the Brady Bill (S. .257/H.R. 7) which is endorsed by every 
major police organization in the country - or a so-called "instant" telephone check 
system bac~d by the National Rifle Association. 

NRA concedes bac~grQund checks work, 
, 

The NRA touts the success of the Virginia system which stopped more than a thousand 
felons from getting guns last year. Of course, waiting periods catch even more felons 
in California, TIlinois, Maryland and other states. So let's stop talking abour whether 
background checks work - both sides agree they do. 

Accurate "instant" checks at!! !;urr'1mlv imllQssible. 

fn order to perfonn inSlant checks, criminal history records can't be on paper .. they 
have to be emered into. central computer database. But. criminal records are n01 wel1­
automated in40 states, according to reports from the Office of Technology Assessment 
(OTA) and the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BIS). 

I 
As OTA reported: "Most states have only partially automated criminal history files. 
While ten states have fully automated files with computerized records for all offenders, 
eight states have fully-manual files. Most states fall somewhere between." OTA 
concluded: ,'Building the infrastructure necessary for automated POS [point-of-sale] 
fireanns purchaser record checks will require a continued, strong federal and st.te 
resource commitment for the next 5 to 10 years," Similarly, the Attorney General 
admitted to the Senate Judiciary Committee on April 18, that: "The criminal i.ustiee 
records across th~ country are simply not in the kind of shape that would permn [the 
NRA proposal] to be instantly enacted," 

In sum, it is just plain impossible to implement.n accurate national instant check system 
quickly, as the NRA proposal requires. This kind of system is years away. 

I 
The Brady JlW can be imlliemented now. 

The lack of cQmllyterized files does not prevent waiting periods from working. The 
Brady Bill gives police several days to check criminal records, enough time to consult 
either computerized QJ: manual indexes and files. 

In fact, waiting periods worked even before police began to computerize records. 
Maryland's 7-day waiting period has been stopping felons since 1966! 

Local police will be able to implement the Brady Bill immediately. 

(over) 

Handgun Co""b!! lnc.. 1225 Eye Street. NW, Suite 1100. W:Jst'lington. DC 20005 • (202) 898-0192 
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Bill Delaying 

Handgun Sales 


Sun­
him Gains in House 


:Mr. 
By PAUl. M • .8ARR£rr 

lIlve 	 Stuff It"PQrlN or 'Till{ W4U.STJl;t:~ J<)tJRNM, 

ItrO" WASffiNGTON-TI\e Rouse JudIciary 
I his Commtttee approved a Democratic anti-
own crime bill tl1at would Impose a seven-day 
ma- waiting period for handgun purchases. 
am- The legislation, passe<! 00 a 23-11 vote, 
lIeI'. could reach the HQuse floor lor a \'f.lte as 
e. 	It soon as two weekS from now. Democrats 

said. 
1 me The Bush 'administrntion untU recently 
ton- had opposed the bill as ineffective and a 
jen! burden on law-abIding gun owners, But At· 
is.... tomey General Dick ThOrnburg:h last week 

said Pmident Bush: might SIgn the legtsla· 
:ore 	 tion if 1t were part ot a broader package Of 
;00. 	 antl·crlme provisiOns. indudlng an ex­
..me: 	 panded federal deaUl penalty and curbs on 
: in 	 the appeal rights of dtath·row Inmates. At 
,!, a 	 least for now, Deroocrats want to pass the 
It'S bill separately and force the president to 

fliAke 	 a decisiOtl about whether to sign 
lV€ it 
lly. Supponers pratsed tile so-called. Brady 
net Bill, named rOt former White House 
reo spokesrnanJrunes Brady. asa milestone in 
IlL the nation's tteree glllH!Olltrol debit('. "I 
'p.r- beUeve Congress is 00 the verge of trans­
, of forming public opinion Into pUblic: POlley," 
\Si- said Rep. Charles Schumer 10 .. N,Y.), 

chairman of tile House crime subcommlt­
-lr- tet. Mr. Brady was severely Wtmrlded 

wbcn he was shot in the 19&1 attempt to 
assassinate President Reagan. wbo was 
also wounded in the attack, 

p., Mr. R.eagan's own recent endorsement 
,11 or a waiting period, which he had pre­
!IS Vlously opposed, has prompted propooents 

to predic:t that Congress wUl enact the leg-

Islation this year. The bill was defeated 
m Ute House three years ago. Seventeen 
""moern", joined by six Repubncans. 
voted fur the measure yesterday. 

"Teday's vote sends a strong. clear 
message to Ihe NRA" {National rufle As-. 
sociatlon J. said Rep. Edward Feighan (0.. 
Ohio 1, the Brady aat's original sponsor. 
"'The era of Intimidation Is over." 

The Influential NRA has lobbied hard 
against the Brady Bilt. The association and 
the Whlte House have supported an.alter­

. native measure that would require instan· 
taneous computer cltec.ks of gun pur· 
chasers. Brady BUI supporters branded the 
alternative bill lmpractreai and deSlfi11e1 
only to undermine the waiting-period 
measure. 

IndowmotmArlanM. there ~ one hoW where the empho$s has been placed. 	 . 
on imirnac:I and ""'"" rather dumSke, Where every _,_ves a 
del"" priwte suire instecd ofaroom, Where the """",phere is reminisc,nt 
ofEUTfJ/Je', fint" smal1<r hattI5•...TIoere are elepnne<1iIIg and catering 
fdoo. Terr"obeJinevery"""'. Threetdephones, T""teleWicru, All 
in the !teart ofAt/ama', business•• and financial , 'I:J1$,.~ 
distria.justaiews<",,[romUndergrolmdAtlanr4, U'fynliJL~M 
... The Suite Hotel. 1,',agrmvJltatelinthe"", 1llll!l:l..1!1ll<JU!ll! 
hotels """ meam "'''''grand. Insl)'ie. ""'site. ~Tht{);ff"''''', 
S.~Sam .. v_...w-.. ~GA.IOJOJ·I.fOoIltU.,"S"" I~"»#, v __~ ......L._ 	 ~__~~~,~~~.,~~_~~~~"~~__ 

~newcarfrom Ohio thatgoes

\d corners,Uphills and 	 . 

I· 
ai our M,ar'\'sville. Ohio facility. The I Both here and across Belgium. France, ! 

:h:u makes i ( :;0 

A"hal it is about I 
raktory has ~n equipped with ~illl the Germany. Great Britain and Holland.I,, ., I" -., 

http:cltec.ks
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iOn Gun Control 

t ' '" . 

;Includes N.R.A • 

I _.; , .­· ,Mitchell Seeks Votes for 
•• 
I 

Waiting PeriodPlan 
I 
, By,GWEN IFILL 
: $~l!b~N",Y,,"n-. 
• WASHINGTON, June 11 - SUppan.

$"5 of a Senate anU-crime btU ate ne­
!(o!latlng with the National RUle As~ 
'sociauoo before taking to the floor a 

. paCkage that incorporates a seven-day 
Waiting period for hnndgun purchases, 
• Senator George J. MitcMll of Maine. 
the majority leader, and supporters of 
his proposal for a waiting period are 
8e~arching for Ute votes needed to re­
thin the item as part at a crime law 
«t;erhaul thal would also ban the manu­
(,1cture of certain semiautomatic 
weapons. . 
*The results of the maneuver1.Dg are 
$Jikely to bel:;ome publiC until the Sen· 
lite begins debtlte, probably next-week, 
Q)\ the antl.-crime package pnrposed by 
Senator Joseph. R. DWen Jr.. Democrat 
ctf Delaware. -",' 
: The rifle association bas adamantly 

qpposed any waiting pe110d tor buying 
a handgun, !rut its lObbying ettoru 
Wiled last month when the HQU$e 
P.;assed a bill mandating a seven-day
'fait, Mr, MItc.heU's compromise pro­
posal combines a waiUng period and a 
plan favored by the gun group. a re­
quirement for back:growtd checks of 
ltI'osptl'CUve gun buyers, 
, The House bUl, caned the Brady bin 
after James S. Brady, who was 
wounded in the ilSSIlS$inallon attempt 
¢t President Ronald Reagan. did not 
lt1:lndale background checks. 

:' -Enlito WaltIng PeriOdSOOiht 
~ As parr of the closed negQdaUons. the 

rifle association. the most formidable 
<.(pponent of the crime P*ek.a&e. is uk­
ing Senate Democrats for several eon­
cessions, including an amendment that 
woold set II date - perhaps within IS 
months - by which the pnMston for .a 
sieven-day waiting period wmld expire. 
!l is. also seeking an end to slates' wait ­
ing periods -' many of which are 
lOnger tban seven days - - after that 
~xpjratlon date, ' ' 
• Mr. Mitchell's proposal would allow 

the federally mandated waiting period 
10 be discontinued once a state Imple­
mented lIS own on-stte criminal 
ri:cords clleck system. which would be 
paid (or in part with S40 million in new 
Federal grants, ' 
,The rifle associatiOn has. also en­

liSted Ihe aid or Senator Ted SteVens, 
Repuhlican of Alaska. (1) sponsor nn nl-I 

l~matiVe, still - undetermined. that 
might mirror a measure it promoted 
1;eavily in the House, That measure 
W<1Ll!d have required instnnt back, 
g~oufld cbe<:lts on prospective gun 
\1uyr:I'<:;lt the pOtn{ of SOlie. 
,'II'<" H~II.t·nmt> fI:fdoIP" rr'llltfl rn-. 

!SOClatlon,i ..we.re,:till:'~~;~~:~~=~1
iatided......that, 

cm\II 
trnl~ 

(.haqeofPOSldoa 
Mn, Btady predicted that the 

group would fail :0 <ieraH a 
, '.. . 

a way to 


pJe as a blanket incursion -on tM 
Of anyme who bUyS a handgun. 

AnOther wild Card ia While 
InSistence that CongR'.SS pass 

t Bush's ~ton of an anti-Crlme 
pat.ka&e. Although the Administration 
has hinted that the President might 
drop his longstanding oppo$itron to 4 
waitln; period inexchange: lorswift ac­
tion on his package tn toughen federal 
penaltles on a. variety of crimes. it is 
u-tlCtir what threshold Of cooperation 
the White ~ouse is sr:eklng. I 

RepresentatiVe: James F. Sensen-­
brenner J r ... the Wj$COf.lsin Republican 
who helped lead the tight. for the Brady 
bill, warned that House DemocratS bet~, 
ter "get'a ~ on" the President"1 
turt.krimepropos.a!s, . 

I 

http:CongR'.SS
http:maneuver1.Dg
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Gun Con.trol
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PIan Backed 

'. j'" ... 

Sen. Mitcluill Alters 
Debate~ Framework 

• Key supporters of the "Rrady bill" 
have decided to,baek.-promise 
guo <O!lt:ro! 1egisJ3tj.. JltOII09'!d by 
Sena... Majority Leader George J. 
Mitchell (D-Maine) iliat __ •_g period fur handgun pur. 
chases with eIemeoU of an a1t.... 
native bill favored by tho Natiooal 
Rifle _tioo. '...,' ' ' 

The alliance between goo cootrol 
odvocates and Mitchell sigoUicornly 
alters tho ftamewmk,cif the debate 
as the Sena", prepares to consider 
gun ;;mba as part of aD _e 
bill thio summer. Mitchell bad 0p­
posed tho bill n8med for former 
pmidenlial pi:ess secretary Jam.. 
S. Brady aod pas>ed by the House 
thio moolh iliat would impose ..... 
en-day waiting period for balIdguo 
purchases. Brady .... sbot doring 
an assassination attempt on Pre&­
ideot Ronald Reagan in 1981. 

Mitchell'. pion i1lcludes tho 
Endy bill's .........my waiting pe­
rind, along with provisiIlns ron· 
taloed in aD ___ House al­
ternative JltOII09'!d by Rep. lIarIey 
O. StBggers Jr. (D-W.Va.l aDd 
baclted by the NRA that would re­
quire police to ooednet criminal 
bad<ground _ before • hand· 
gun sale io made. The Brady bill 
does not require such _ 

Mitchell', plan, wbich io still be­
ing Connulated. would require bad<. 
ground clledc. during the waiting 
period and tion would provide led· 
eral incetrtives to states to comput~ 
eri:e crimiIlal records, share them 
with other states aod ooeducI back­
ground checl!s. , 

While these e!ements are seen as 
strengtheoing the bill from the 

s.. GUNS. A<. CoL I 

'. ---,------ ­

Compromise Gun Curb Plan 

By Mitchell Draws Support 

---:G""~="'Flo-"---:CAl:---:-' ,least until it is speDed out in legi"u..... lative form, "As a'concept, we're 
standpoint of keeping guns out of obviously in favor of the in,tant 
the hands of afmina1s, it is also be- check and opposed to the waiting 
ing argued that Mitdlel!'s iru:en. period" said James JOY Baker, chief 
lives !or creation of • nationwide lobbyist for the NRA. ' 
IIY"t<m for instant criminal _ Mitchell's proposal will be de-
would basten the day when the bated in connection wifu an onmj. 
waiting period would be p!we<f out. bus anticrime bill fue Senate is ex·, 

· The tactiQ!! significa.", of pected to omsider as early as next 
: Mll<hell'. proposal io that.it pro- mollth. Senate Judiciary,Committee 
" vides political cover !or....ators CIlairman Joseph It Biden ir. (D· 
· from roraI, ~riented states Del.), • Brady bill backer who will 

w... Maine by iDcarporaliog the 

c:rimiIlaI<becl provisions that the 


· :!~·t;::!,r:~·::::r:~ The tactical 
: woyofcollttl>llinggun"'Jeoce. ,siJ17li~canC,e is that 
~. "'lditche.U'a additiom are helpful 0·· '.J" 
~:~..dit'selearJygoingtoheipuswifu Mi.itchellprovides
".:, the majority loader leading. the 
;, <:barge," said (lajJ'lIofl'm;iri, Chid, .po"litical coverfor 
, ,lobbyist !or Haodguo Control me. 

: "1'. the ext..t that irs .... as a SOme seMtors. 

, compromise,- she added. "it eer­
:- tainly makes it easier to pas> in that 
, it meeU many of the objections that manage the crixne bill on the Senate

bad been raised" to the House bill floor. supporta the MitcheU alter· 
"We ""'" no problem with it native "'in principle'" but awaits de­

•••It coold pick up ju:!t enough sup­ tails that are still being drafted. ac· 
port to make the _ .. said cording to ao aide.
DooaId Cahill, natiooal legjsIative Wheth" MitcheU'. plan will pick 

, 	 cbairman!or the Fntemal Order o! up more than one vote-his own-i$ 
: 	 Police, ooe o! .._large law eo· unclear. While Handgun Control's 

fnrcemeot groups that lobbied for Hoffmao said some senators' staffers 
passage of tho HOuse measure. have shown interest, another source 

For M1tchell, according to c0l­ said no senatorial oppODellts of the 
leagues and ....torial aides. the Brady biD have indicated they will 
compromise is a way of getting oupport tile MitclreU alternative. 
back in the Democratic _tream But MitchelL who bas been on ' o. the g<!IH:OOImI _ without the losing side of tw<l major votes 
risking support .t b..... Mitchell this year (the Persian Gulf War au­
bas ,igUaJed hi> interest in the thorization and a proposed roUb.ck 
Democratic presidential nomination in Social Security taxes). will have a 
in 1996 or thereafter but also "can't lot riding on his proposal and can be 
stand to' lose a single vote in expected to push it aggressively, 
Maine,'" ac<:OXding to a coUeague. Besides. if the vote is as close 3S it 

The NRA remains opposed t. appears now, "one or two votes 
waiting period. but is holding its could be everything," a Democratic 
fire on tho Mitchell proposal. at aide said. ' 



Rifle Lob~y Torn by Dissidents arid Capito~Defe~tor~ 

, I, 

. , 
8yST£VEN ,\,HOLMES 

"""',." 10 n...i<... .,.ott; Tim.. i 
WASHl~GrON: Much 26 - Wlth_ 

new gun amtrollegisi(lJlO!'l pt'nding in 
both the House and the ScmHe, the Na­
llonal Rifle Assocun!cm is In the grip lit 
lrncrl'lal turmoil and theN' are sIgns 
that It may be losing some of Its e!lee­
llven!!ss as one af the r.atlOO'$ most 
powerfullObbylhgQtganlullons. 

Long: tooslde:n:d Ii mUSCular pres­
ence 00 Caplinl HtlJ, the rille associ,,­
Ul.ln Is an Increasingly !rouble<! ort;ant· 
zaUonthesedaytt , , 

, It ha _ lost mere than 3fX1,OOO r!lem­
hers In the last tWQ years as member~ 
shtp halO fallen to 2.6 million. It Is 10m 
by factional Strife. with a group af dis­
sidents ditndtng the i:urrent leadership 
as being:, tOIl moderate. Facing com· 
plalnu ot mismanagement and sexual 
hnproprletles, tile assOclaHan's execu· 
U\'e vice president. J, Warren Cassidy, 
resigned last month under pressure 
from t.'1e board of directors, former of­
Itc!aisaf the organizatlon say.' 

When the usociatiutl holds lIs annual
c<:mv.nUon next month In Sun Antonlu, 
a major topic wlll be- who should 00 
nam~ as p!>rmantrlt $uc!X'ssor to Mr. 
Cassidy. The post, to be [med by the 
buam, IS tlte organtt!'lticlt's.tcp sta1! 
joo. The group will also try II) develop 
strategies 10 counter the growiog Jl(lf' ~.-
aptian that Its ability H) perSllack (lr 
eoer~ lawmakers into supponlng Its 
'POs1tlons is waning. I 

o,,,nIUlllonRemainsPow.ufu\ 

To be sure, r.o one js $cggestll1g ,that
the assQt:latlon Is toothlesS, and It IS 
mainly Its critics who promote the idea 
of a weakened organization, The group I 
retail'!S the nbllity to pumsh some of its 
polilkai enemies and rewllro zome of 
ItS friends. And. desptte some early sm· 
baCkS In Congress, like Serta!~ ail" 
prnva!lIlS[ May of a ban on'the manu· 
lacmre and sale of nine types ot semi· 
automaUc-' weapons, no gun control 
measures were Vgted imo law last 
year,: ! 

Still wtih Its anta:gonists better or· 
pnlz'" than e\'llt btlore, With many 
taw enfpn;ement groupz w:!ling 10 ac~ 
uvely lobby ott behalf 'll gil;! cototro) 
measures that the associatIOn opposes, 
and ltb he h k 

_-.-dO -~------.-. 

:.~~::: 
!'esentative Les AuCoin, 
crat of Oregon, "But mOT(: and 

th ' 
mOf>C. e argument In my own 
ears sounded threadbare," 

A . t tmajOr es onI . 
gun contra IS 
about to unfold 

~ 
_ 

luft crIme coolrol" Mr. AuCcln said urging congff5S to ban semlal.!to~atlc vice prestdem. conl:rmect the dec!! 
al iii news cQnferl!tlce, "But more and weapons. for that. the rifle assooatjon <1uribt!tL'lf{ it 10 "the ero::omy aoo I 
tOOre, Ihe argument In my own ean supported her election to the House ul receSSIon." He said a i5 rise in ann' 
sOlJ1lded threadbare," Rep~nta!!.,es, But when she arrived (lutS 10 m in July :989 had a ma~or 

The btll w¢uld al!cw, but would not thero last March. she Immediately bo· feet CIl membership. 
requtre, background cl'ted:.s Oy loccl Cfltne a SponSor of the Brady bill, For "There is no H'!d~datkm Ihat rnf 
law-enforcemtt'lt agencies to deter- thllt, shl! has been denounced \;y tht as- borship declines twer lin ure Oil'.' 
mi,*.f a potentlal handgun buyer has a\ soc/ation as a, turncoat. Denyj~~ the N,R.A. positions deemed either too S 
criminal record. Is a fugitive from jus.. charge. she said ot the N.~J,.. They dent or too comprtlmismg." he sal::L 
tlee or has evef been eommttlad to a: put a tot of leglslaton In )ery ul\ten­
mental JnstHotioti. ' .ble positliln$." 

The meaSUfe, wh:ch has drawn blue'r II some lawmaker;s ,;,lew the assocla­

... , w t .nanon s II en "1 an epl- dent Ronald Reagan"$ press !recretary • .,., para OXlca Y',a ng an er c ­
demle ot VIolence, lawf:1akers and James Brlldy, whO was critically lenge from %flthln Its ranks. trom dlssl· 

crilil:ism from the fille aswciatlon, Is tlon as too el<trerne In Its general oppo_ 
known tiS Ihe Bra"v bill, arlt'! P ....."I. Sitton to gun contrOl, tbe organization

"'i''''',~ d II t (j :ow hat 

othet~ Are qneSlhm!nll. whether the wounded In !he head in an tmempt to 
group s irdluence has dIminished on assassm:ue the Pre$ldeni In Ulil. TIll!" 
Capitol Hill, , _ aHack left MI'. Btad\' with bnlln dam-

The pendmg gun control leglslallon age and unable to walk. 
po<;~$ a major test for Ihe /lsSClCiatloo.., 
Jus! last week Represenlati'ffl Les Au· 
Ccin. a Vemtlcnn (rom 'Oregon Who 
had becn a lIt/lUOth ~,R"A. adherent, 
announceU he would suppeTt a bill re­
qulring anyone buyIng a pillOll0 wall 
seven days .0 conclude the sale, Mr. 
AUCoin said he was switching because 
of concerns over the rising level c1 \'jo­
lent crlme: tn the country. I 

"\ have tOI~ myself thai gon conlrol 

"Out of Step tUdtrthlp 
Mr. AueoH'!, who oppesed the Brady 

b!lliast year before SWItching hIs view, 
said he believed that 1M rille nss~-
[Ion no longer Inspired the fear among 
legislators !hat It once did. "The 
N.RA'a leadership is so far out of step 
With thUlQihtlul people that any clwke 
hold ithad IS. In fael, broken," he ~ald, 

Mr. AuCoin Is not alone In Wilt view, 

''They put a lot of ~statorS in 
~ry untenable position.li;.". Aid 
Representative Susan Molinari. 
Republican of Staten b!and. 
referring t() the National Rifle As· 
sociation. whkh now opposes her. 

i Last year's Senate bill tu ban some 
semIautomatiC weapons was spon- have surviw! any ~mbafrassrn~ 
$O~ by II tUeUme N,RA member, !r~m the lawsuit wenlll ~(It tor the t 
DennIS DtCondni Democrat of Ali- eline In membershlp, whteh leU to 

, million last laU from 2.9 mllhon m HI""'w"-- 'h' was (m Ute New York City Internal N R.A, documenu show'*""" , • 
Council, Susan Molinari of State~ fs· Deellne In Membership 
land opposed 3< mmbindlng resolution Gary Andencn, acting execut 

dents who as~rt that It Is losing Its 
punch because It has grown too moder­
ate. 

"We had the image of a winner." said 
Neal Knox, a former official (If thl! as­
soclaool'L "Now we have the image llf 
someone yuu can roll (!Vcr Uke AuCoin 
dill the Other day." . 

Mr. K»ox and others maintain that in 
recent years. the organization'S poll· 
des have become wuk and c¢f!tradlc-

CUrrent offiCials or tM grilup 
dined requests for mterviews ~ 
woold fe5pond on!}' in writing :n w 
ten qoeSli<)flS by II repottrf. 

ReasoO$lot Res! gnlltloo 
Former o1tid.ls say Me cans 

was (CfCtel to resig."1 becau51! of ani 
o~r the <irop in membership and pr 
lems With a new Sltl r.:llllion eompu 
system 1h:t< was supposed to be 
operation by December 1990, \yoJ( Is s 
not working. The tl.sw<;iaUan $1 

delay is commnn in Installing a 0 
oomputer 5yslem" 

Mr. Cassidy was also under tlre 11: 
result of tt.e seUlemem, reported to 
$500,000, o{ a lawsuit charging tht, 1 
soeiatiun with sex dlscriminanon 
dlsmisstng a lema!e (1:Tlployee. Amo 
\be charges !e~led hy the dismiss 
employee, Marsha A, Beasley, was!t 
Mr. cassidy favlJred female employe 
"who would deal wi,1I him on llL.'l 
than a prnfesslonal basis." , 

Me CaM!I!y. who demO!:! the (:'har 
In coun papers. is now a «msultant 
the rifle as:l(l{:i.'ltion, He eould not 
reached for comment, and he did n 
respond to requeSts lor lotervJews I 

Iayed through the assoclatmn. He h 
previously cited "personal rell$on 
for his dedsl.On (0 resign. 

Critics of Mr. cassidy say he wo~ 

The dlMsidenfS. led by Mr. KI 
ha:~ romplalned :halu:uier M~. Ct 
dy, the Bssoc1arion has been 100 Wl) 
to agree to stJ?pon laws Illte the 
v«ad by Congress on the manufacand sale of arm(ir-plerclng amm 
lion MId a law pa:ssed two yeats at 
Oregon mat reqlJlrH a [$-day wal 
.... r!od and a background check lor 
y~
plo::who buy pistol"5. 

The rltle aEsoc!aUoo suppo:ted 
sage of the Qregcn law as part
compromi~e lhat established ull!f 
statewIde stanelan!s for permn 
CaHV roncealO!:! weapons The 8ro 
leadCn Insln that 11m Oregon statll 
a true antl~rime law, since it reqL 

tory. Mr, Knox pomtSo out that the, as- background checks. In cootrast, : 
sociallO:fl supported a 15-day walti."!g wee,lts are tlpliOOa( under the a 
period in Oregon. while upposlng a n.- bill., which the assoelaUon $:Iys b}l 
Uonal1.oay w!uUngperiod nUisaneethat ser'o'eS no j1ur'pOse. 

= 
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By George J. Mitchell 

WASHINGTON 
hile Arner* 
·ica Should 
'do more to 

1 keep hand­
guns away 
from crimi­

nals, the Brady and Staggers biUs. 
which share that objective, are insul· 
fic:!enl. An improvement oflhe Brady 
bill that J intend to offer as legislltinn 
would do· more than 'both to keep 
handguns: out of crimimils" hands.. 

By requiting a sevesJ.4ay waiting 
period for anyone wanting to buy a 
handgun, the Brady biU creates a A compromise The but provides tor the 

pbaling out of a .waiting period. when
period dUring which customers' back· ·:.'that O'ives the .". a natiOnal instant cheek. system il.had grounds can be cheCked'to see if they "" ~ b~, '" 1,..ljilS 	 operational. The N.R.A. wants nohave criminal realros. Bue it does not "iy 	 N.RA. something.. waittna periOd but W()uld require therequire a check. and does nothing to:em 	 natiOnal system to be operational inguar<U1tee that a ($eek win be made'est We months,ei!d that the records checked will be .J:ern 	 My compromise proposal wouldaccurate and complete. 	 ,

.list In 1988, the congress rtquired the create the waiting: period the BradyThe 10th Amendment permits 
states to apply a waiting period. coo­ Justice Department to report 011 the: bUl envisions but make it more ettee­ In New Yor, 

best method of condut1ing .It back· dve than It wm.dd be under that but. whose driver vduet a backgnnwdcl1eck (or both) on 
any handgun customer. Twenty-two ground check of futndgun buyers end And by helping to eomplete and com­ 1t bM:lught back 
states that have already taken such to put it intIJ effect.. The department ptuertte aU criminal reeords, it would almost Imposs; 
step: would be exempt from the bill's has recommended.lt natfOital comput. hasten the day when the naUonal In· York a cab dri" 
requirements, en:.ed instant cheek system. wt SWlt dleclt system advocated by the 81<: to smoke, I 

The Brady bill wmtJd do nothing March. the departmem finished the: N.RA would be operational and the seemed to be ' 
tbout the fact that SDtM states ha~ no first surveyof State etim1i1a1 records. Waiung period phased out. (1 am for anyone see IconrCMerized criminal records· and and It ts taJdng the first step! to help awaiting a Congressional Budget 01· trade. 
that several de not share criminal states make criminal records com­ rice elJUmate 01 the eost of updating Ignoranceof I 
~rd data with the F.B.I.'s nationai plete and accessible. all criminal records nationally,) matter so lor.s: ! 

am registry. Many stlltes covered by the The depal'1ment says the establiSh. It we're going to require a wait. it anergy reo,uirr 
the bill nave amsldered and I't'j«ted a ment of a central regiStry will take ought to have a purpose, If we're going eene but smoi-: 
nt. ~iting perfud. ltl !hese states, lillie oj­ time and that th~ states need Fedenil to cheek reeords, they ou&t\t 10 bt In: in exotic Jangu 
up- ItOt.hlng is likely to happen under \.he funds to upgrade their own records. ShApe. It we're gO'lng to ask states!.O do Onee we r.ail 

. bUL Even If they voiunUtri1y ~greed to and sha~ them with the F,B.I.':!; In­ the work., we should make sure U'Jey go to SoMa. T 
rnak~ dleek$, those checks would be: terstate Identification Iildex. Slnce' 90' have'the nisilatms to do ~ WltbOUl demotic Mace­
Ineffecu'n because state criminal percent of all alnVictlons. occur. In alltntkm to tbese ~racttc.aliue$, the Macedonian Ot 
te(:Ot'ds on nvemge UN less tb<ln 60 state, not Federal CIIUrtS; State Brady lim proritises II result it won'! Not Uuu it w( 

pereenl complete. records are an essential element of 11-. tully dell'nr, That's Why it shoWd he dUlerence.sin< 
What's ne-eded Ii a better system workable national system. . Improved.' Sarah Brady, who SPUI'~ all our Maceo. 

tor checking ind a"complctte and ac­ Despite the emotion, oratory and. be~d$ the bUl named for her husband. schooL 
ics, curate Mtional rngistry, not only be­ hostilily surrounding the gun contrOi James S. Brady, the White House press Suddenly w' 
the cause exlsung recortis are in;:;i!m. Issue. it is significant that both sidel secretary dls.abled in the attempt 1m somethtng wa: 
Ing plete but also because people move agre,!t on fundamental objectives ...:;." Ronald Reagan'S lite U1 1981, app!1.WeS with whom n! I

POSSible im,em1St, 	 that 
iii1Jl 

be denied the: my addiuQn$ to the Bratty bUt "We 
the Holland 1.of Georg;! L Mitchell, Democrat of mink. It's a real good compromise and 
ton or some«the Mome. is Senate majorify leader. solution.'" she satd. 0 

lily mysterious Nt: I 
' ScNams antHie 

t. around in the t f.',. back lnto lowe _ 
>t. he wandered : 
, is­ A Prince for Passaic? 	 Imelancholy, Y 

as. 	 did speak thr 
"hey," "you",,'" 	 magazines Will get rich chnmicling:an 	 HopelesslvBy Jim Mullen in· !.be lite and Urnes of the new Ameri­ dorOUgh the fir: 

and Selling royal titles can royals. a Maet::doOlan t r,ven the country's fiscalold MOre<lVer, before we legislate titles (0 SoHo bYe£ .m, woes and the fluHer could save the into existen<:e, we wilt enact bills that $!I.w a lone!v 
Jt attention bemg dl­	 jX:<I()!es!"suit 	 heavily tax such actlvities tiS polo
recled toward the v~s· playing aod cOlSfle budding. ih1!se The Sign orU.S. economy. 	

' 

""'1""' ~l ('( (.'u('t'!l E!iube:h bills wl!l 0;)55 W!l!'10'J1 (iOO"$iI!on now, front :H::d bu· 

http:recommended.lt
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,Brady Bill ought to be law 
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, SEN. KERIII!RT II. KOHL 
" "Ie-WI",
~. , Committed I' 
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(rors say 
'Of his 1972 conviction for 
1& a pipe bomb. ' 
1v wa5 tile only defense 
'13king Ihe ~tand against 

let' of his court~appointed 

Iy blamed the Ku Khu 
the bomDlngs and said he 

iHlngly used by his former 
10 gel parts (or the bombs, 
Krat,sky, another juror, 

j Mood;. 3S "SC:lry" and 
ed,~ 

ly was £orWICted of killing 
5 Circuit Judge Robert 
\ his home in Mountain 
Ja,. and Alderman Robert 
1 ofSa~annah. Ga., at his 
December 1989. 
ndng w"s expected in 
week!>. 

OJ 
1ST 
lOn 
le Webb chosen 
ukee's Favorite' 
s in a Row. 
BreakaSl 

Chill, Soup 
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FORIIAER REAGAN PRESS SECRETARV JAMES BRADY and KOht (O·Wls.). Joseph 8!aen {O-DeL} and Robert 

;;;t;~a~~p~;;len) s;.;;~f.tKa~/iVja; to the press Fnaay 
Gun-control law closer wltli Senate vote 

Washington, D.C, - Congres· 
sioMI paS!>3gc lhis year of a far­
reac!))ng gun-.control law seems vir· 

HOW ABOUT 

Chili 
Chili Recent Renovations of 
Chili. the Statue of Uberty
CoHee i,;r.luded IIJJe Wlnldovisll 
ling to 
!kee Journal . YOURmer Survey 
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lually assured in the wake of the 
Senate's vote approving a manda­
tory national five..day waiting peri­
od for handgun purchases, 

The measure was approved 67 
to 32 Friday as part of a large 
anti-crime package, (Bo:h Wiscon­
sin senators, Republican Bob Kas­
ten and Democrat Herb Kohl. yot· 
ed for the measufC.) 

The Senate's. action Wl;l§ .me of 
me most decisive setbacks ever suf· 
fered by the po<.»erful National Ri­
fle Association and a major victory 
for gun-control proponents, includ­
ing fonner presidential pm! secre~ 
"'H)' James Brady and tllS wife. 
Sarah, who led the lobbying light 
for !he proposal.

The "Srady bill~ that p35.sed the 
House on May SI;alIs ror a wailing 
period of .seven calendar days, as 

did the original Senate prop 

In a more fundamem.a.l di. 

enee, the Senate, unhke the Ho 

would require criminal backgf01 

checks during the waiting pel 

and would mandate the cre3.liol 

a nationwide computerized sySl 

10 ioslandy check on and sen 

(JUl crimin~ls who try to bu," h'll 

gUn!>. 

The proposal would apply to 1 

24 states thaI lack a wailing peri 
for gun purchases. The natio! 
waiting period would be dropp 
once Ihe backg,round-check syste 

. is phased 10 over five years. 
But the 26 States Ibat airea, 

have waiting periods - indudi: 
\l,/i~on~in _ could keep them IX 
mancntly, even after lymg into II' 
natlona! checking s}Slem, 

-
TIIEMILWAIlKEE.JOURNAL 
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The "Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act" 
Does It Live Up To Its Name? 

By what .tandard should the Brady Act be judged? President Clinton and the anti-firearm lobby 

judge the law. resOunding success, claiming only that it. 5-day waiting period disapproves tens of 

thousands of retail handgun purchase applications. The Jaw's name suggests a different objective. 

however: the "prevention" of "handgun violence.~ For many reasons, neither the federalS-day waiting 

period scheme, nor ~c denials that occur under the Jaw, accomplish that obj~tive. 


Brady's US-day waW· does!lRl prevent criminals from obtaining handguns 

.. After studying lhc: Brady Act for Congress, I.be General Accounting Office reported that "Brady mny 
not diro:tly result in rntASUnIiblc reductions ofgun-related crimes:' GAO also noted that during the firsl 
17 months of the Brady Act, only .even iadividuals wen: conviet<:d of iJ!egalallempls '" buy h.ndguns 
under lhe Law. Ofthe scven, three wtte sentencc:d. to 1z,,24 mont.h$ prison or custody. wbile the other fow 
were placed on piobation. Of 250 cases referred during Brady's first year. 217 were rejected for 
prosecution. rtmplernel1larion oJ lhe Brady HatJtigun Violence Prevention ACI, " Report fa Ihe: 
Cammlll« 0It the:' Judiciary, Us, &matt. find the Commiltec on Ihe Judiciary. (f};. House (1f 
JleprelenlaliYu. GAOIGG[)'96--22Gun ConlroJ • .kmwry1996. p. If) By comparison. the Virginia Statt! 
Po.",n:port thal between Nov, 1989 andlun. 1996 thsstale's InsUlnl Cbe<;k system - which conducts 
records checlcs in minutes - facilitated. the arrest of2,479 individuals. including 304 wanted pet'SOllS, 

.. In their new $1udy of the Brady Act. New York University profes,ors Jame.. B. Jacobs and 
Kimberley A. Potter conclude that "It is: hArd 10 see the Brady law, heralded by mnny politicians, the 
mcdia. and HandgUn Control, inc. as an impQrt.ant 5tep !.OWard keeping handguns out of the hands of 
dAngerous and irrcs]::ionsibtc pmons. as anything mere thtn II sop to i.h¢ widespl'Cad fear ofcrimc....There 
is liule reason. toacccpl the claim Ihat Brady is prevccting 40,000 dangerous and irresponsible persons pcr 
year from obtaining handguns," ("Keeplng Guns Out OfTh' 'Wrong' Hands: The Brady Law And Th. 
/.imitt OjRtgulatfOl'!," TheJournal ofCrimimll Law and Criminology, Norrhweslem Universily &hool 
afLow, 1'0L 86, No. I, Fa11199J) 

• A study by the Bureau of Akohot. Tabateo and Firearms found that only 7% of atmcd ean:x:r 
criminals obtain firearms from licensed gunsbops. (J'rrJlectfng Atmrlcc: nU! Effectiventll o/the Federal 
Armed Cam:rOimIMI StOIlll., 1991. p. 28) A SIlldy for the Dep.mn.nt.rJuJlicc fourul that only 7% 
of "nandsun pmlators" obtain firearms from licensed gun shops. (Armed and COl'ls/tiltTed Dangerous: 
A Stut:/yofFtlonr and Their Firearms. James D. Wright and Peter H. Rossi, 1986. p. J87), 

, 
• A National Association ofCbid's of Police poll rciensa:f in May found that 85% ofpolice chiefs belicv<: 
that ih~ Brody Act hns not stopped. criminal, from obtaining: nand&!,!.", from illegal SOUl"t'A:'S. 

• HAndgun Control. Inc:., CV(:I) admits !.hat the 5--dDy wait "does not cut off to prorubiled purchasers all 
lWctlUCS to hl!lldguns." ("Denying Handguns To Prohibited Purchasers: Quantifying The Impact OfThe 
Brady Low, .. Doug/as We.il, HCl'J' Center to PreW!1f( Handgun Violturce, AugU.ft 26, 1996) 
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. From ,he beginning, the Brady Act has made no attempt to prevent "handgun violence" in many 
high"crime states md cities 

~ Under the Brady Act. any $tlll;. with a 

law requiring that. before a retail bJmdgun 

sale, law enforcement officials conduct 

""",rd, checks to verifY thai the purch_ 

is eligible under the low to possess II 


handgun, is <J<"llil( from the 5-<14y waiL 

, 

• Vv'hen President Clinton sigru:d the: 

Bnldy Act into law, 18 Sl4U:S and O.C 

wen:: !lulCmll.lict1ly exempt (BATF) Since 

lhe law took dfcct Feb. 28. 1994, 10 

other states have become c:x.cmpt by 

adopting Instant Cheek, systems or 

modifying existing pun::hllSc pemUl1aws. 


• Today, only 22 JUles ~ subject to Brady's 5--day wait·· stales wben: less than 113 the U.S. population 
lives. Twenty·eight states and D.C.• accounting tor 213 ofthe U.S, population. arc o:cmpt 

The 28 ,tates (& D,C.) that Brady makes no attempt to .fTect account for 75% of violent crim •• 

• California has more murders: and other "iolt::ntViolent Crimes. 1994 
aime:s than any sate -- (6% ofmwdcrs And 17% 

ofviolent crimCs in the U.S. Californi<t has three 
times the wait (15 diYs, vcr.;us Bf;l:dy"s Soda,.­
wait) but iu mtmier .md violent crime riles ,m:: 
38% and SOO/o higher. respectively, lhorn the rOiles 
for the rest ofthc: country" (FBI) 

" New York bas the: second grcalCSt number of 
murda's and other violent enmc$, New York City 
hIlS more murders and ather ,violent crimcs tban 
MY city u mot'\.': t.han the contbined total or 15 of 

• States exempt fron:s S·d.)' wait 

tIuo 22 stiles subject to Brody', 5.day ""it. (FBI)
• 	 Crimes in Brady~exempt statfl . 

Crime a.ta: FBfUCR .. Dms (exempt bceause o( its fitellrm licensing 
and waiting, period proetdW'C) ranks 4th in 

murders and 5th in total vj~ent crimes, amoni the states. Chicago. which prohibited handgwl sDles in 
1982, has the second grcat.c:Sl number ofmurden and other vioient crimes among U,S. cities. (FBI) 

.·.T ogether: California und New York account for more violent crimes than all 22 states t.lmt are SUbject 
10 Brady's 5,day wait. C.liforru.,N,y, and Dlinois account for mere m""en. (FBI) 

• Washinglon, D.C., (exempt bcause of its 1971 handgun ban) has the greateSt per capiLlI numbel" or 
murders and vio~ent aimes ofany major U.S. city. (FBI) 

• Just 10 ofthc m:my cities that arccxempt fn:mt the Brady Act's 5-44Y waitmg period accounted for 23% 
.fthe runion', _ in 1994 •• N,Y,C. (1,561), Chie>go (9lS),l..A, (845), Delroit (541), D.C. (399), 
BIIltimore (321),SL Loui' (248), Phoenix (231), Alim", (191) and IUchmond, Va. (I GO). SL, of the 10 
citicswith tIuomosl_in 1994 (N.Y,c., Chl_ LA,lkttail, D,C" and Baltimore), and II of tho 
28 cities with 10.0 or more mwlicrs. arc exempt from Brady's S~.Y wuiting period. (Fll!) 

.. States "treetcd by the Brady Act include historlc;ally low.uime sWtcs. such as North Dakota. South 
Dakota. Montana. Wyoming. Ala.ska~ West Vrrginia. Rhode fslimd.. Maine and Vamonl. (FBI) 
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The Clinton Adminutration: is not complying with the Brady Ad 

• Prcsidcnl Clinton claims "credit" for the :Srady Act, but refuses to-<:Omply with tbt: bw's requirements 
oona:ming the establishment ofa nationwide: Instant Check. The Administration has rejected Freedom of 
JnfonmHion Ac:l requests for information on any flclions taken by the Adminlslration in this n::SlIrd. 

During Brady's first year. stateS under the S...day wait had ,.,orsc violent crime trends 

• Violent trimc has declined nationwide: during the 19905, but in the Brady Act's first year it declined less 
overall in stales subject to the law's 5-<1ay WAiting period, (Dala; FBI) 

7 of every 10 violent crimes are!!Q1 committed with firearms of any sort 

• Thirty percent of bomicide:o, 90010 of fllpes. 59% of robberies, mtd 76% of aru;ravalcd assauits lire 
committed with weapons that are rw! handguns or other firearms. Approxirna1Ciy )0.000 murders arc 
commiued each year wilh weapons ol.huthan lumdguns, most with WClIponS other than urcatm5i. (FJ1J) 

* Even it the Brady Act were in 
eITect in lhc Ptlrts of the eowrtry Violent Crime Weapons 
where m"ost crimes 0CClU, and 
perfectly cil'ective at preventing 
criminals in those states from 
obtaining handguns.. and even if 
those criminals wac not abJe (0 

commillhcir crimes with weapons 
oIkr th.. handguns. the iln>dy Act 
....-ould be irrclevMl to most violtnt 
crimes, inc1uding thousands of 
homicidts, . 

Most wbo apply to buy handgun. under the Brady Act arc law-abiding citizens 

• The Gentral Accounting Office studied handgun purchase applications processed during the Brady 
Act's ftrstyear and f<:aJ.nd that 9S.2'l.o(app1icants:~approwdwilhoul. hitch. Oflhe applications that 
\w:rcdenicd, nearly hulfwere due to administrative problems with the application forms or traffic tickets. 
(..ImpJetnelftoliol'l of'he Brody Handgun VlqJence Prevmlfon ACI•.. Report to the Commitfee on the 
Judiciary. u.s, Senmc. and the Cammiltee on the Judiciary. Us. House a/Representatives, GAO/GG])~ 
96.22 Gun CoHtrol, January 1996, P/l. 64..06) 

, 

• UtWwtlbidinS' CIUza'lS arc ofit:n denied as "'aiminals" broatuse their names or other identifying information 
are similar to those ofcriminals, triggering UtaIse hits" during records checks. GAO noted that denials 
reported by BATF in its _ study cfthe Brady Act. "do not ..noct!lie fiu;! thal Sotru: .fthe initially 
denied applications were subsequently approved. following administrative Of other appeal procedures." 
(GAO, p. JO) Professora J.trnu Jacobi and Kimberie)' Potter' hAve concluded "it is pn:;;sible lhat lhe 
many people found to be ineligible to purch.u:e handguns were misidentified because they had the sume 
name 41 a person who IS ineligible.~ (Jacob" POlf~r, p 103. emphmil in the Driginal) 

, 
- GAO founcllhat"Only 4 oflhc 15jurisdictions (studied) hod sufficiently dcI.i1c:d rocord, to ""rmi. GAO 
to quantify denials based on ,",oknt erirncJ." GAO found thatdenials ofapplicants who had been convicted 
01or;ndictcd for tlggntvllted essault. murder, rape, or robbery totalod l7l znd tcprcSented 0.2 pcrecnl or 
the applictltions and 4.9 percent of the denials in these jwisdittions." (GAO, p, 6) 

J 

http:f<:aJ.nd


·._-_._--­
More About The Brady Act 

The Brady Ac~ originally named for anti~gWllobbyist Sarah Brady,! was approved by Congress in Not", 
!993, signed into law by President Clinton laler that month, and too~ ;::rTeet Feb. 2B. t 994. The Act requit'!s. 
in some StaleS. with some ex.ceptions, a waiting period of five state government business days from the time 
a person applies lO purchase a handgun from 11 federaJ firearm hceosecz(FFL) and the time the hMrlgllfl is 
uansferred to the purchaser. During the S~day wait. the chief law enforcement officer (CLEO. a sheriff or 
police chief)' in the buYer's area "shall make .a reasonable effort" to determine :f the bU)<el is pronibiled rrom 
possessing Ii handgun! The CLEO may approve the sale before five days, if the records check has been 
completed or ifhe believes the purchaser needs a handgun to prolect himself or a member ofhis household.} 

Under the provisions ofthe Brady Act, states with laws requiring that. before an Ff'L seUs OJ, handgun, law 
enforcement authorities \'erify that the purchaser is not prohibited by law ftom possessing a handgun, are 
e.xempt from Ute federai waiting period.' Eighteen states and the District ofColumbia were e..'I;empf from the 
5-day waiting period before the law took effect Since the law took effect, 10 additional stales established 
Instant Check systems or modified existing permit4ype laws, exempting them from the federal waiting period. 1 

Today. only 22 states remain subject to the federal 5~day waiting period,' 
, 

j The ml:dia inCOfTtCtly report that the law is named Cor Jim Bndy. However, in antlOW'Icing that the bill would 
be introduced in Con~ in 1987, Hel claimed that it "wl1l be known u:!.he 'Sar4h Brady Bill' (He)'s -Washington 
Rcpon," Spring 1981), In I promotional pamphlet" Her noted that it W:lS "known u the 'Brady am' for SM1I.h Brady." 
talcr. Bet ;;hliimed il was named for both Sarah and Jim Brady. and ItlU still for Jim Brady Ilone, 

2 OencaUy. A federally liccn$ed fttclUlll dcaier.l'Mf1wm;t1lfet or importer. 

"J In $Orne s:tOte3.litate IIIW cnforecmcnl JUtbDrit~ servetS CLEO for Bnuiy Ad trmtsaction PWPO$l:li. 

.. Under the federal Gun Control Act (1968), persons coovic;lcO of crimes punishable by more thrm 0 year in 
prison. fue.itivcs. unlawful drug users and addiets, adjudicated mcnw incompetefltJ.and persons who hove been 
comtnittcd 10 menUI itutitutions, il!egalll.licm. person! dishi::lIlora.bly disclwged from the Arnlcd Farces. pr:tSOn$ who 
h....e nmoul;lCCd U.S, citizenship and (Since (994) persoM under ecruin n:stnining order1 are prohibited from 
possessing fireums. U«nsed fltClfm detlcn arc: prohibilr:d from trmsfc:rring handguns 10 pasnt'I$ under age 21: rifles: 
ond SholguM to persons undc:". 18. Since J994. non-lkc:nsees have been prohibited from transfening hnndgtt.'\5 to 
persons under 0Ce 18, and pcmms under age IS hive been probibited from possessing hlndGuns. with exceptions, 

, The iedero1 waitina period docs not i'lpply to an indivlduill wilb. vatid license or pennit to panas or acquire 
• hnndgun. if the tit:en$C or permit was istued Itftc:r. criminal rea:tt"d!I: chcclc. and issued not more than five yc~f1 e~rlil:r 
by the SiDle in which the ha.ndgun sole is to occur, In AlaskA. MisJissippi. Monwu. North Dakota. Penns),lwnia ond 
South OakOIA, an individual with II vulid liceme or permit to earry a concealed ftreMm. issued nOl man:: thllll five yetlt$ 
previous to the sak of the handgun. i!: ~t from the federal wlitin,c period. 

, Title 18. §911{l}(I)(C)(ii), USC. States with warun, periods•. but no law cnforeemcnt ~calioo. are 
$lIbjccl to the fedet.1 willins period.. (AJablU11A, Pennsylvania, Rhode l$land. South D.KaI4 4nd Washington.) 

1 Ofthe 10 newaMllCf stltes, Arizon .. Cclorado, Georgia. Idaho. New Hampshire. Oregon. South C.arolinl1 
and Utah have operational JYlIW'ns. Ncbtuh and Pennsylvania win have oopentiontl ~tmS~ Ncm. dtx:~ not 
use its Instant Chccl: apability. Uodc:r Instant Check. i.rmnediately prior 10 seiling 11 firearm an m ContlctS Stille lAW 

enCnrec:mcnl .authorities vi, ... t~$OO'" number, pt'OVitk:s information ldcntif)ring the prospective fircann purcl!ascr. and 
the ioformlllion is compan:d 10 criminDl and other rt:eords avoilable through statewide arul noJional computerized 
databases, If the prospective pun:hoW' ia not found II) have a record prohibiting him from possessing fir~s, the sole 
is approvcd. U~ny, the proccdu~ ukt:$ only. few minutes. pcnniUing a n:.spccIAble cilacn to exercise his ri&ht 10 
onns wiihuut Dfbilrary dd.!.~'. an especially impQrtant motter in IWf CD.Se where: .a fin::;um is aculely needed fur prnh.'Cfion. 

I The Bun'lIU ofAlcohol, Tob4cro lind Fin:lU'n\1 does not consideT Arizona and Soulb CMDliM e:ro;cmpl from 
Inl: (;;denl wuiting period. Ncvet1.helcss. bolb s\1llcs Use fMtant Cheek f.ather than the wliting period, 

4 



rableJ 
. dSIatrs $t.t~jeet to and exempt fr.omt e radyd Act t S- av wlutin h B d ~ ,tno 

Alwl,.. .s.1Ij«t o-e5ullJtd, N_ Eumpt AIwI)'lI ElCmpt 

At.haml

""..,
""'­K.tOSIl 

KltrlIul:kyLoYi.,_ 
M.iM 
Miuiuipp, 
Mt>I\L1n. 
Ne~ 

N~wMI\~~ 

, NMho.~oIa 

Olllo 

i ""''''''''' PeMlylu.rri,, 
R.hodI: Idw, 

, ""'" """"' ­
i Teg* 

I V"""" 

I Wuhil'li!lon 
WQtVi~ 

Wyamint; 

~_IC 

c..tor..tC 
Gwrri-IC 
1d.~C 
",~_wp,p 

NftIi HampdlinI-.lC 
I'<roh c-linl-I' 
$oWh Cmdm-1C 
T~WP 

U&h-1C 

Catif_b-WP 
ClIM¢('{mll-Wr 
I>m_1C 
!),CAww",,,, I»n 
f1ori4a-WP.1C 
U_WIIli-WP, f' 
Illincit-Wf'. 1.. IC 
fl'ldiaa-WI' 
low,...f' 

; Maryland-WI"IMuuclHUdh-P, L 

Mlcl.<t:........:r 
MiUmlri··P 
NI:I".<Io..I._1' 
~tw .knl:)'-I'.l 
N.",yorit_l. 

"'-lC 
Vusini,-IC 
W;~in-.wr, Ie 

Wf''' Wallin&: "",riod, J''' YtlImilla pan:bw::, L" I..ictnR 10 D~ Ie .. INtrnt Ql«k 

The failure of waiting period, was well established before the Brady Act w., passed, 

DefQIe CongreSs passed and President Clinton signed the Brady bill, Jaws delaying the purchase of 
handguns were known \0 have no effect on violent crime. During 1992. the. most recent year for which crime 
data were available to Congress and the president in Nov. 1993, California's murder and total violent crime 
rales were 44% and 58% higher. respectively~ than the rates for the rest of the country, despite a 15·day 
waiting period on wC$ of aU firearms. (Brady is a S..day wait on handguns purchased from licensed retail 
dealers), Anti~cun res~archer David McDowell had concluded tha1 "waiting periods have no influence on 
either cun homicides or gun suicides."' Even HCl Chair S1111!b Brady had said that a waiting period "is n01 

a panacea. It is not goins 10 stop crimes ofpassion or drug~re1ated crime. .dO 

During 1992, 24!states and the District ofColumbia had laws delaying the purchase ofhandguns. some 
for much longer thanlhe five days later imposed by the Brady Act. II As Table 2 sho·ws. these staleS and D.C. 
had much higher overall violen1 crime rates in 1992, compared to states that did no' delay the purchase of , 
handguns. ! 

, "Prcvemalive Eff~ orfi~ Regulations on Injury Mortality," prepart:d for pn::!Itnlalion to the fll'U\\l/i! 

mCC1mgofthe American Society ofCriminology. 1993 

10 The W.~hinI19niAn. M.vch J991 

II The licensing systtrns of New York, Ncw Jersey, Maua:clw.scl19 and 1lIinois typically postpone purcl~Ill!CS 
more tban., month. California and Tentlcssec: .have 15..daywoiling periods;, 0re1;;0n had Il IS·day Wll(r (replaecrl in 1995 
·with In Ins!","1 OlCCk ~tcm). Washington.. D,C.• .and Chicago probiblt handgun purchases. New York'Cit}, hus jl!t own 
llecn.inS .yalem, on top orUte slale roquirctnGflt Connccl:ieu1 (waiting pc:riod) 11M i-tawa,ij (pen't1il) delay hOndgUfl 
purch4!lCS for 14 days; Indima. Maryland, ~Missowi.and Rhode IslAnd for seven days; WashingtUJl for five 
days, Florida for three deys: Alabama. South Dakoto md WisconSin for two days. 
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Table 2 
Violent crime r'ateS (crimes per 100.000 residents). 1992 
Statc=s delaying the purchase of handguQ$ and those not delaying 
Data: FBI Uniform Crime Reports 
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In signing the Bddy Act, President ainton only pretended that be was tough on crime 
i 

When President Clinton sill!!ed ihe Brady bill into law, he !:new it ",ould have no efTel:! on parts of the 
country where most violent crimes occur. The 18 states and Washington. D,C., which were automatically 
exempt from the Brady Ad's S-<fay waiting period. together accounted for 63% of aU violent crimes, including 
58% of murdetS. in the lJnjled Stales. as shown in Table 3,11 The 32 states upon which the Brady Act imposed 
its S~day waiting period - predommanttystaics with less "gun contro,..n .... accounted for only 37% of violent 
crimes. inclulling 42% ofmutdm.I' In -essence: President Clinton'S Signing of the Brady bill amourned to an 
arrogant exercise offederal power. forcing mostly low~crime Stales, that had previolJsly chosen nOt to impose 
la\vs delaying handgun, purchases, to live under anational""gun control" scheme common to htgh·crime statc!s. 

! 

I 
11 Su.;lccn of the IS statC$ had ~wallin, periods, ptlI'dwe permits and/or licensing schemes, lnd D.C. 

had & handgun ben. ~l.wan: and Virginia were exempt becwse ofunrestrieti\'e Instant Check systems. 

\) Ofthe 32 StateS..l4 had no laws delaying handgun purchases; eight ~d ,,'ailing periods or permit procooUf"es 
r.mging from two du}~ 10 two. ",~k:s. 

\11 Twenty-foof of!he ]2 Slates did not have their own 10W$ dclnying handgun purchases; eight slatClO did, hU! 

dId n(l\ m~t Brlldy's requircll'.em: low enI~ Approval and It rceonh check. 
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T.ble 3- Violent c.rimes and murders, numbers and perttntages ofU.5. totals (FBl UCR. J992) 
18 States -and DistriCt of Columbia, exempt from the s..c.y wait even before the Jaw took dfect 
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J"NI'WJd'tC)'-P.t.. .1,1.($ ".'" 6'U l.' 
46,')')7 ", 119.0 '"JI< .'" " 

M~ 3',<1'" ' '''0.4 '"
Muud"".nlf-P. L 

In6ian._wr lI,nl '" ~IU '" '" ". 
VI!Gil'l;.~IC lUG1 '"". 3143 .. '" '", ". 

7j"" " D.C.••I)M 16,(/'1 ""H .., '"'" ~j_3Cl:Ift!l¢dieul-wr I',l'~ 
Oottoo-Wl' 15,111 ,%'" '-10.1 '" I" 

'" .." 
u 
, 

WirCOllfin-wr U.806 m.7 
1.,...,-1' 1.&16 "" '''' ".. "... "" '" 

" NclIc-m,-tt '),5'. 0" l4U ••• 
l)cbwu.-IC 4,l&0 o2D " " '" ,G"" 
!I.",.i;~Wr.fO 2.99' '" 2n.4 '" 

ToO. j,lt,,4tS '" Il,no" 58.... " '''' 

Today, the Brady Act bas no effect on 28 states and D.C., accounting for 15% ofviolent crimes 
(70% of homicides. 68% of rapes. 78% of robberies and 14% ofagg,ravated assaults), 

Table 4 _ Violent crimes and murders. numbers and percentages.,f U.S. totals (FBI, VCR. 1994) 
28 States and District ofCotumbia. currt:ntly exempt from the Brady AtCs S~day waiting period 

I'rruni ti( lIornidd~NlUI'Ibtror fOernnt :IIf VJoIf1ll NumbrfOr 
Q,$,tot.t$Ial«> vlolMt rrimc'J u.s. tolal -crlment, ,,",.,100V. 

c.tbrClltit "'" 3U1.}!" 
,- -" ,."1,,",161 ,,'" " l,103.... II.;:101l.0 

~.016 _.. '''' 'ino IU~wY«k in.·433 
,160,ilI6 '" 1145..1 ),Hi' '" 'J'" ,.,.. 1,111 '" 1\,1lIIi_ ;t;;:~;! '" ." 

MiclUlllft 766.'"<11.,,.,, '",,. 6101,2 '" '" ,.,
N~"",,,...."... ' 47,.j7 JI' 9".0 .,., '" ",'" II 

••• 
,(, 

CktlrJ;i. 47,103 66U '" '''AI ". 
Notth CmlliI1a ~ <\6.1011 '" "',0 m ltI.9'" 42,')'49 111Mnut;tllnl.'tu '" 101.6 'It ,% 3.5 

10,SMiuwri 39.140 ... 74J~T_ lI.10) ..'", """. 9.3'''9'" J01O,.j '.G~em,tm. )1,156 
ItldiMi: )0.20! '" SUI .,.'" .".'" ", 

jO.~lU~J 7Dl.1Ali:7.M11 
V~ 2).-07 

'" '" n, :U7.7 
'" ,,.'" ,. .., 

C""'... 11.612 ,% "... '" ,%MiMesoc, 16,391 1~9,n '" 
,,, 

'.J 
16.,0151 '",% no.' '" ,% 

o.c. , ll.rn ,..,. '" 70,0 '""""" "" ...Ii
14.'J1& ,"... ,%
ConnI=o;1;<:!lI 'U5.$ 
 '" ,%Wicontill ' 13,7"8 ".~ '" '.l,- 1.914 ,'".. llS.1 '" 1.7 
lJSl,) ~.lN_... , '.m " "" '" .,

Uuh UIO '" JOU " 
!)c:bwau ],9Gl '" "to " '" u ,..... l.l.'1' ...'" lIB: " '" :u 
lIawaii :t.O?l 262.1 " ...'" ••• 
N.:.. l~ , f,lU '" lUi.1 " ... I.'

T,'" '" U,lll " ' ,...l,.l91,l.l "" 
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Tab,ie ~ - Cities o(SOO.OOO or more population 

Nine of the 10 cities wi1h the highest total violent crime rates in 1994, and seven oflhe !0 cities 
with lhe'highest homicide rates, are exempt (indicated with an IlSterisk). Chicago did not report rape 
data, Thus, its lotal .."iolent crime figure is estimated. . 

Uom;«« :Iht~101)' CayVI<d.CrimaSW.. .....R~' 

,.,Ba!t;ItU\I'l • l8]4," WadlillC'.." nc.·I,I Chig~. t:t'>l700.0(=tj 1 O¢trIIi'­
0.48dtimort·16.1.l l,l Dam· , )),1Chieap·Wu!1m"cn. D.C.• 1"1.1> 

•
, 
7 

, 17.11DdLuLot Ancdu· :JO",O, ....~. 1-'.119U.' C""""" 

, 
7 

• 
IU(t9 J"hill.dclpM 15.9NrwYorkCity" 

NadlYillr • lU1m." "1~·,• U .•LM:AnldqtChu!aIl.-M~'bUfJ • 17:16.1 
, 

,\i;I-.A~. 12,1o-llu I lS.9," !OI' 

Table 6 «- Cities QrlSO.OO().499~999 population 

Nine of the 10 cities with the highcst total violent crime rat~. and seven of the !0 cilies with the highest 
homicide rates. are exempt 

..... <:l<y 

,I N.-.k" 
SI..Loui.·, "'......, T..",.. •, Mi.mi!, 8i~ 
K.iM&l City.)do. • 

,Out.tnt" 
1 

,• I nurra\Q. 
10 i MiMupoli1" 

V-kol. C'rUqc Rate: 

l"'O~ 
l1SU 
1."1..0
:,.n6 
J"IU 
14••.1 
14H.l 
11!1l.9 
11%•• 7 
1907.6 

. 

..... 

,0 

1,
,
, 

,•
7 

.. 


ffOJnldd, bftao, 
.:->nd')rlt_ tU 

St t-is· ".J 
.9.1 
<46.-1 

BitminsJ'pm 
""~. 
OlldUld· 'M 
Jl;'cwttt:~ 15.4 
KAnJU Cit),. :.to.' )7,) 
J.li&ml· )05 
fCll1 Worth 71.9 
BuWale" 11.1I 


Table 7 ... Cities JOO,000;249..999 popuJadon 

Ejght of lhe 10 cities with the highest total violent crime rates, and seven of the [0 cities with the highest 
homicjde'rates. are now exempt. 

".-kid., Ralrai, ",",I. C.v..c Italc .......... ",',...., lUchmond. Vf,.·Link Rock. Art.I I 77.',, I'lim. Mich.- • alt)'. End..·It'l.l ... ' , ,B&lan R'IUp. La. 1".,,1 J~.I4iu. 0.", 7J9,u • "",nfen!. COM. • HarU'onL C".o!n• .'.1,•, -II,",Guy.1n4.• 1lS1.~ F1lnt. Mid!."', ..,Sm ~"I'I, CtliC. 'lU.!) hql~. ediC'•, 
,•
7 0ri11do. Fl.•• Sm Bcmlfdinl'l, Calif.·1l19.1 

St. p;\lnbwtJ. n... 
•
t B';~C-· lUll'U '" 

~fII.· 2ISO.o(cA) ll.• """'""'" .....N~ HI_Com.- 11l'V~!O tin.. ltd. Att. 3119: " 
The Gt:n~r,al Accounting Office study 

In its one~ycnr stud~· of the Bndy Act.. the GAO studied 20 jurisdictions, only 15 of which - Ari1.Ona~ ArkDnsas; 
Kentucky; Nc\'ooiJ; Ohio; South Carolina; ClaytOn and Fulton Counties (Georgia); Bossier and Caddo Parishes 
(LoUisiana); llnd Abilene. Fott Worth, Harris County (Houston area), Houston. and P8~ (Texas) ~~ had records 
idenlifying general re,:uons for purchase applieation denials. GAO revlC\Vcd 384.30 i n:tail hl:lndgun purchase 
ilpplic:ations occurring bct\veaJ reb. 28, 1994 and Feb. 28, 1995, and found thDt 95.2% ofapplicants were .lppro\'cd 
without question. or the 4.8% who were disapproved. nearly halr\~ due to odministl'lluveerrors (appJicOllions scm 
10 the wfong CLEO, prepared incOlT'CtUy. ete.) oremmcous denials for outstanding (filffte tickets:. Persons. denied for 
violent :md nonvioienl crime-related reasons llCi:OWltcd for 2 . .!fO/!) of applic:nnts; denials due to administrilli\'e errors 
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acWUntcd for 2%, denials due to traffic tickets DCCOUntcd for 0.4%. Onl), foUt jurisdictions -- Ohio; South Carolill<l; 
... and Harris (Houston) and Tarrant (Fort Worth) Counties. Texas ... had rtCOrds idcnti(ving denials for violenl crime 

rO;:l;SOos. In those jurisdictions. 0.2% ofhandgun purchase applications were denied for \·io]ent crime reasons. 

1nstant Check pr~teets law-abiding citizen,- rights 

The NRA 5Uppo'rtS laws prohibiting the possession offirearms by persons convicted of 'Violent crimes. fugitives, 
nhd ecrtain other individuals. NRA also supports "Instant Cheek" systems which requin:: a computerized search of 
criminal and oUter records to verifY that a prospective firearm purchaser is not prohibited (rom possessing flfc<:rms, 
Unlike wailing periods and other scbcnu:s delaying handgun pW'Chases fot days orwccks. an "lostant Check" usua{1y 
lasts n maller ofminutes. Thus. when a person prohibited from possessing fircanns attempts to buy a flrC::trm. he is 
identified by police vJIileoo the FFL's premise$. A law"£lwding citizen, however, can cxerd$e the right to purchas: 
firearms without undue delay, an issue always of principle: and sometimes of'lifc and death. NRA supported, but gun 
control supporters opposed, a nationwide Instant Check when it was proposed in the J0 1 5t Congress.' \ 

The end of the Brady AttJs 5-day waiti~g period 

Before the Brndy bill was approved by Congress, it was amended by II provision requiring that the 5~da)' waitir'LS 
period "sunset" (cx:pire:) in Nov. 1998, at which time a nAtionwide Instant Chccl< system wiiI be implemented. TOOl+ 
Sen. Minority Leader Robert Dole (R-KansLls) supported the amendment. ThC most obvious advantage of Instant . 
Check, over a w4i1lng period, is that il enables 8 law.abiding citizen to obtain a firearm without delay when one is 
needed for sclr-<icfr.nse, The antt-fireann lobby opposes the use offirctums for sdf.rlcfcnsc. howc\'t:r. S:srab Brad)'

1has said thal "the only reason (or guns in civilian hands is for sporting purposes. & Other Rnti~firoo:nn lobby spokes 
peopJe have expressed similar views. I~ Though eiaiming to support the "Brady A~t," gun control ildvocalcs COntinue 
to oppose Its national Instant Check requirement. preferring that handgun purchases be delayed, regardless of the 
speed willi which purehaSCtS ceo be verified AS law-abiding citizens. NRA supports the Inslllnt Check amendment. , 
The Clinton Administration is not complying with the Brady Act 

The: Brady Act requires that "not later than 60 months after Ute dale of the enactment of this Act, lhe Attorney 
General shall establish a nalional insta~.t <:riminal background chccl< system that any (federal firearm) licensee may 
contact. by lelephone or by olhcr electronic means: ..• fot information, to be supplied immediately. on whether rcccipt 
of a firearm by a prospective transrcrcc" would violate federel. state or local law. The law also requires the 
Adminis1rati(lJ1 to expedite the upgrading ofcriminAl history records maintained by the FBI and, by May 1994. to 
dC1enninc 1he type of computer equipment to be used in the system, and the ability of the states to proVlde criminal 
records to the system. May 1994 has long since passed, and there is no indication that the AdminIstration has 
oompJied with any ofthc requirements placed upon it by the law. The Clinton Administration h1.lS rcj(:(;~cd Freedom of 
JnfOTJn4l.ion Act requests ict information on this subjCC:l. . 
Brody Go.. To. Court 

• U.S. Circuit Courts have split on whether the Brady Act vio1ates the lOth Amendment to the Constitution b), 

requiring local Jaw enforcement agencies to conduct criminal records chccks in association with handgun purchases. 

The Supreme Coun has agreed to TI:~view the Mack and Printz cascs in its next session. 


, 
u H.R. 1412. the "Staggc:rs bill," named after ilBSpotlSOr. Rep. Harley O. Sla~. (D.W. VII,) 

Ie; "Ke<eping the banle alive," Tom Jllckson, llmpa Trihun!t OctoOcr 11, 1993 

• 11 lukcd "Arcn't.llny handguns dcfcnmble1," Jim Brady responded, "For largetshooling,lhat's otay. Gct a 
ltcCfISC and go In thc~nge. Foe ~efenseorthc: horne, 'hat's why we have police dcpft1tmc:nts," ("rn Step Wi!..": JtlmC$ 
Drady.* Parade Mag.azlnc. W~Sb;flglM Post. June 26. 1994, p. l8) Dennis Hcnigiln (Hers Center to Prevcnliland[:lln 
Violence): Sel(-defense is "not !I (wcrully guannfeedooo!'itittttrorn.lrigb.t H ruSA Today, Ilfl.0I91) Fonncr Hel Chair 
l~ Shjelds: "!"Ul up n!)def~ ~ give titan (the «iminals) wbat tbcywant _~{aUn5 Don't Pic + l'c..'t'Iplc Do, 1981} 
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Tt.etE"S nz ~;.:t-!::I·· a':"':>v~ I~. J...,~ ·~u"' legis­
Imiaf'. can "E>~:(Or la:ge sh:>!,!:nSi_ h:;tl1m;, 
pun COlle;!m; 2!1C o!he: forr.1s o! ,",sin; ar.d 
~"joYln~ f:~ca!ms: ec"9!ess, yOU! s!ai;:; leg:­
isl:;'Tyre. O~ y:'lur lo:al lav.wmabns bod}' can 
$~afplf resltic! y01J~ O'f.:1e,shl;:. .aM use of 
flh~·a'm$ by reil,S:ratron. UcenSi"S. aM other 
: to ~ ;J:Je-Me:lIs. 

Tr,i~ Fie! So:.'" t'T.;:lc::1Z' thf rr.a!:-~ fa::tofs. 
iO\',:I;veo H" f"CHlrms le!;is!A!ior•. Reo:::,: i! care-­

IU!IY! Th:s ir:f;'rmitio:'1 wili he:~ ).:. ... c::i~SiOef 

erC: ~t":: la".'t ;:!U:l~' 2!'l<! It'i;;:.a!!)'. it will 
e:-.a!lle yo;,; t:'\ arrive at an ir"e'· den! judg~ 
ment 

YOL: Owf i! to you~self ar:c IC' f..,h.;.(e- sene-raM 
ti~~$ of Americans to I,mde(!iclC!n.:! wha! is in-­
vol...e($ il\ preposed 91,10 cC!ntr~I$. YOUf in~ 

1erest i\nd yOUf voice can ffia~e the d;f!er.. 
en:::e between reasonable fe~~lation and 
legislalive strangulation. 

2 

1't;I:~<; P!(lPo: .. I~ rna, (:;"I'l1(" ft(..ln'. <>:,"9,t.':,tmen. 
$:..1(' p: '.t 'r,:,~! ar,:: l!?··.':':~··! I·'t' P:"!"t. j:.!Ime 
Qt·;.;d; ....t'!'>Ij.. ~r"'·t:· :,l"';~' .."'\'! :1•.: 'I~:::;.~a· 

'.t-nt. N-'.':';""> ~":: ~'t ;,£'.t 11<.. : ;1.1"~ t':'u!r>O;O 
(;Mnt'. wt ... !"!;:,r,t';••.t';:; ;a:'.;or.l. ,... ~,:;, !c,'!-' can· 
gel 1,t.m an ill:l'l(:C C::.1C:'!T> f'fC:,>;rf .... :.C;h'I-!s 

wht.- Wb.lld t,lop at: l'l... I'!~.ns.:: tJ f~?..,I!1!fI!f Im:_ 

a'm~_ Pt.~on~ wr,~ "y.'''''~ ,:;. 0(: t":TI~tt"fI;" 

a!i!:!u; ¥.olcncf. 11'1 If\(. :s.:IH"!:t. ,and H,tlj\lu~;.:al!o 

WIll) belle",c all t,!c..,mr, sa: dc5.'ii"!leJ only to 
kil: and t.iI'o'E nc> plc~f: in t,,;::ay :; :.a::.et)'. t'Ol any 
tenon, 
GeM!'!"'I),. alf these g~!IUP$ an: In(h'.<:'ua!t half*' 
g,oOd: mOll\-et But It often hapOXlP'!5, UUl ;hose 

ao.."C';liAp tI"It· tnos: rW,~;er:f COr':1:01$ .te I~~st 
lam,hat wrl~, CIt h.". the leAr.: tlt;tl:C !CI h!tc,!m$. 

2. Is Iher. a COft511lutional u,f.gu••d lor fiturtlm 
OW".,.? 

The S$cond Amer.:lment to. lh«: Ur:iled S:,"es 
C¢ft1Otitvhon $11)'$: "A well res:.:taled militi", 
being nece,sary 14 !tle $ltrvtl~ of '" !ref state. 
the rlyht 01 Ihe people to keep and t<ear alms, 
$1\",11 not be infungo4,'" Wnile NFiA laJ.eilo the 
firm stand lha' law·atJidinr; Al'tlGf.Caf'l,. ate con­
51itul,~aU;' ent<tled 10 1r1e lek'" ~.:.(H1!;lp and 
use 0: hrearms. l/'If Se.::fl:; Amt:'1C;:";t'nt hu no! 
prewnH!'d h1t!!arm'$ fe\i.Pa!10r. on ruHIO!IAI llnd 
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.I.lt" l(!'vOl$ "1,,0. tht 1(,,,,, 1('1S('!al CQurt decl· 
lion. II'!¥lJ1vlf\(t tne Stl",ono Am(:n(Jmenl he.... 
1"Oi'Iiy given thl! Amendment • collt:'clivt', tf\Hl~ 

\ 	 tit In\etprelaIiM, and 1'1.... .11 limitod Ute apJ)tl(:lI' 
ti~ of tl'li!: Arn(!fl:lmllfl! to the Fedelal Govetn~ 
men!.. 

The conlilih/li",tUi of 37 $I~I!I~$ a1'$0 c0t11aln Ii 

ova'amet:' of tbe ,riOi'll te keep and bUI iHm~, 
Ne~ ..lIheh!U. the' courts, have tepealedly held 
that 'jrUtm5.C"~.n1tO' raws enected vncJI", • 
$f.llIO', "polke powet~ .tie CQM1ilutiorla!. , 
Because of judidal.pfflct":fent. then, the eon51f... 
lul;Qn,,\ a'iiumenl,ls 01 lim;ted praChe,' !JliUly., 

'. 

3. 	 How dou HRA feel .bout parmI.. to pwdt.!!'. 
Of' PO"UI • fIt ...rm?, 
" system ot. pe-tmltl foOt gun ownetsflip 011.11 
fI:S\iIU In alb'~f.ry deeit.ionll by the permit. 
inuing ol1.cial. He actually Oct.rmines who 
may bu)' Of own a lite-arm. ~YI!'I'I mOle bllS)C, • 
perrnil 10 puler.au: OJ 0,"," • gU(I has never 
S10PP.e f,rutln'S; hom ,eaching the hands 01 
Gtiman.!$, Ihe menially (tjSh,lr~d, 01 othefS who 
snould not hsve 9un$. Suet! " permil OMS. by 
burdensome Pfo~tdutes aM' re~uhetne1\lI., Oil;' 
couraoe rlfeurrt!> ownetU\ip by f~plitabl•• r~ 
,ponsit)!e eltil/H\S" 'file use of • flturm--l'!OI lUi 
OWflershi~s ptopMy the sl,Ibjeel of l~i$I.a1i!l'

( corllfei. 

•. 	 Wh., abcul a lIeen.. to ~'rr • concealed 
lillarm? 

A arget $hooler. hun1er, 01 eolleelor should n()l 
hlille HI lake OVI a Ii~.n$e to carry .""tconeealed 

'4 

------- ...._-­ -~---

lilu,tm merely 10 tl;anspofl hi. handgUn lor '.II.' 
lui S.porlll'lO PU1POSlt$. A penon of good d~.'.c· 
'a1 uu:$ loput.tion "":thing '0 C4.tty • Goneeale4 
fiteatm for legitim. Ie nU'j)totaclion should 
comply wHh teuonable condition. du,ly aat 
lorlh in ttle taw, Upon hllfUl.no theu (;Qn(M!onJ.. 
If\{! issuaflce of a «(el'l$ft :.hould b4i mb.noa'ory. 
ThIS hCIl!tt$e $;hould apply to lhe act of carryil'lg 
U\e weap'on, not to Ine fnearm \tsett 

$, 	 Whtr. doe. HRA It."d: Oft ti,u,m. 11;lItr.. 
tron? 

The slrongest arO!.lmel'l\ agail'lst registration Is 
liS uUet h,l\ihly in ,educing atmed crime.. RoO-­
iSlralion .d..oc.tI~~ 'admil {hat cumil'lals will not 
f~jste:r theif weapons *I\d ate flO! deterred 
"om alfnmg Il'Iemse!~s. h.n'l II obvi~ Ihal _ 
penon wiliing il) risk penalties IbI murdar, bur­
glary, assa..lil, or tobbet')"" haU:lty g<>ing 10 
WOft)' aboul lhe penalty tor hls unregl$lerod 
gun? 

,., central reQ;$;!raHon list can hardly be consld· 
areG e 'aw--entorcement tool. Atlof .... tt 01'11)' 
lists fue,um5 owned by law·abiding OtilCW1t.., 
nQl ¢¥imtnals. 11'1 addition. thero is the danger 
the list coul<f be siolen Of publiShed. tbus alert.. 
1"0 polential IhieW!:$ to plar;es horn which file_ 
1I1mS could be stolen. 

The U,S. Congteu and many stale legislatuteS 
haWl gone Of! ,ecord h tieing opposed 10 tho 
lagis!fIIlion approacn.. Mal"!)' law.enfo.,celM1lt 
groups haW!' sl.,8"(f putrCicly their oppO$itiGn 10 
firearms registration. They state il is tn&l1ectivo 
as a C1lm~.fighl;ng devico and an UI'Iju$tUi&d 
burdan on law.abldlng elti:rens. The InIernaliona.l 
Anoclalio(l 01 Chiel$ of Police at its October 
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UI71 meeting reported: "PoIlee chj.f~ .e. no 
tiM bCtWC'OlJ liconsing and regist,atlon. and ,.". 
du(;lton in the crime rate. The m.ln WUII noell­
M II en end 10' terrienc:y toward cdmlnal. In 1M 
toutU," 

Other arguments 8galnal re-gblratloA Include: 


L Since fireJlflN und In crime ar. often sto­

lan, regltttaUon could result '" an InnOCClnl 

forme' owner of • CUrt being 4ceu$04 fallel),. 


I. . . 

b. Regi$traUOft Itwite$ tuation, perhaps e\'jn 
pt,OhibUive taqtion, and inCroases tho posslbll­
It)' 0' fltearms prohibltlon or cQnr~on. 

I 
I 

c. Compulsory iegl,ltation tflCIaM that * pot­
JOt\'. right to own • firearm would depend on 
the judgme',n( 0' whim of the registering &uthor­
III'. 

, . 
II. The high cost of administering a r.glstratlon 
pr(J9tam can bo JustUlad. only If U results In 
t1gniticant crima,reductlon. The record ,.U$ 10 
show such a rosllit. 

• .. 	Aegi.traUon could creato numerous .....Ictim­
los," CtiMe~ by pet$OA$ falling to comply with 
the requlremCfll.$ because of Ignorance Qr IItP 

lamllLttity wiU'l the C~ p,oc:cdur.$. 

• 
6. 	 Wha' .&bout .. waiting .,.riod bttwun pwchan 

and dellnl)'1 

.' .. 
II wailing pe'riod could help In reduclng crim.. 
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(I' panlon 8"d it! preventing poopS. .Uh c:.:l 
lnat rKQf(U Of dan;ercV5 mental flmo... f~ I 
ocqulring gun.. A waiting period should t. 
clearly ,poemed, 1bt1Kf. and u""Oftabl. In tJmcJ, 
after which the! firearm should be-deft.fued ~ 
len the put(:h4;,., II dbquoflflo<f by the police. 
Th. burden of proof Should be on the poUe4I;. 
A ""aiting period .. hDUld not be used .... tn.ana 
'or requiring _lClal pomllt.Slon \0 buy • ;Un. 

$ever.' f#detal laws gOYilm the tnanuttctu,., 

. ttllMpl)ttation, shlpmOnt. receipt. lron${et. and 


possession of firoums In \>cmun(lfCO. n. pttn. 

Cipal federaJ ..I.lutu an: 

.. The Gun Control Act (If 1968 t-prohfbltl 

shipment. ttansillf. or ftcotpt of firevms Of 


ammunillon In 11I1.'Itota Of 101elgn commerce 

except between federaJ flIo.tms IIceruseu (In 

ihofl. 11 sloPt ·.,ull-ord.r sales of gUM-I: 2 ­
stops Import of1'ltuM'I$ excl!:p\ by federal tlcen­

sees enlf limits lrnports to sportil'\g firearms: 

3---ilcensos manuf.lc!urer-s. Importers. dnler., 

end pawnbrokeu handling (",.arms and IlmI'ftUo. 

nlUon; .c-prohlblts receipt Of paue:sslon of 

DreattM by ee:rI.l1n t!nus of peopre.. 

b. The H.t!onal FireArms Act of 1934 {revl$1ld 

In 1968} ta..., and registetS fWly atdomatic fire­

vms, sawecl+Qff rifle$ and shOtguns., ~rtaln 


firearms oddUies, and' de.tnlc:tWa dHices. 


<:. Title VII of 1M Crime ConIlOl and Safe 

Streets Act of HI68 prcf'Ilbits convicted felons, 

pc.rsons dlsch4t1ed front the Armed Farces ~ 


det dishonorable conditiDns. mental l"compe­

ten"" tormer cltitens who hllW mnounced thOl, 

citi:tfl/lshiP. and .Il~ns 1I1egally In tho United 
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_Statn flom POS"""'1'lQ Of ",c.i.~ flfO""'_ In 
·ccnunt~ ­

.. A,t\ltuit ontttlfd In 112.1 prohlblts maUino 

conculaINt futtt"", wUh certain ••e'9t1onL 

(Postal ,egutaUOM prohibit fMltlng tmnwnltion., 
, 
.. 1M CWU ~...dieneo Ac.t of ,. 9toh1blb 

iN UIO of, or Inl.ttudion in fireatms tot c:lvU 

dls0r60rt.. Of making Of ltttUpt:lrting at flfurmt 

for UN fn cfyjl dltturbancn. 


1. The Federal Avittiotl ACI of 1958, •• ,mend· 

e¢, prohibItS tM carrying of flteau'M aboard 

passenger ain::::raft. and '\he Mutul! SKurity Act 

at 1954, AS &mon~. aulh(t(lzes the Pusidont. 

through !.he Stale Oep&t\l'l'Umt, to ~liIut* Olt" 


ponaUon 01 firearms. 


UndOt our syStem of government. -Ilatea ha~. 

"poI~ power". LeI., 1M power to aet lot thG· 

f'lenUh. ..fety. Md general welf.re of tbolr 

Inb&bltants. 't'h1$ meana states NY -eontrof 

posseuion. VM~ sail!', pUrthue. and carryl¥tg 

of fireattN within their bOfdof.$. AU slates haw 

0vtI ~Itol statulel Of some kind. and {hOy 

ran;o: from lenient to prMlbitive. Thefe it no 

uniformity, and nont ls fQN!$een in UUI lMmedJ.. 

ate future. Each stalo IegislalH to Gult Its own 


I• 
Are.uns R9ulsliona .,e ;cne:roUy Intended to 
help ,educt Of preVent 'afi'l'''~'d crime and ted­

lQ(::al need.. "' 

IWIU, HOY'nflf. atudta by Jegl.sJ.u.. coPtmil· 
'"'; '''If'~nu: by ......,fOfQment orou"~ 
and meDf~ by criminoh)Qi'ts. soeIOSogius.. 
.nd psyc:~oIogltts an bldit;.t. trw vlOl.n1 CIi~ 
Ii not ,lgn1ficantlf IIf4rCted bJ &eCt'uJbUlty of 
lit....... 

Statisticl1 .'oen., show til" crime rates do not 
differ "reatl)' between statu lba' hive fiCon.sJttg 
rtQufrementa and ,,."" Utat do not. No ec,m-. 
d~Ji .... ~enc.e uiUs 1h&1 festdc:lrv. eonllOls 
blndilt erilYM Of that fKk of contrOl. tncre.uea 
cri.... 

AtltJ.flrutm. proponentS ftequenu, deeI.,.. 
there Ii e causal relationship betw.een ttreartM 
and erintO'. They cUe patti.. at selected steU... 
tiea 10 '"prove" lhetr point,. and they dony lhe 
truthfulness Of balancod 1!Yidence to ,be Cf:ln. 

vaf)' as being "rnWelding." -Si:lif~$eMnQ.'" or 
""Inaccuuaie ... 

The mosi complete public source of U~ crime 
-statistiC$. i, the F.B.i.', &t'Il'IVal Unlform Crime 
~epot1.$. ThIs public:ation ,fates: 

Sinc;a. 1M t~ which (ow... crime .,. 
many and, vat)' fttlm pIK* 10 p/ee. ,.adfI/'C 
.,. eautJonltd .gaiA$f drawing .c:onc:iu*iOM 
'rom direct comp~ DI crime figtllQ bet-­
hvft'tI 1tuiMduaJ commt/tIIti.. IIrilhout =n­
lidltring the ,.donl ln~otved ~ • .. Ctitnft Ie • .ocI., probklm tmd Ihe COItCM'I' 01 Ih. entittl 
community. Tha Iaw1ttIOf~ 1III0if n 
liml'ed 10, ,.~ wflhin III Antrol. 

Thor. Is mention ot·futoa wtUeh at'fec1 crime 
~ •• Including do. c::ompcsUion. and stabUl'ty of 
popvhltion; efknate~ education; l'CIeation; mf1<.. 
;10111 ch.,ee1eri$tics; slrenQ1h .aM MIId.reia of 
local police forGes: pofidu. of prosecuting of1i.. 

e 
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I
etals and th., eovrta; pubtle anltude towud lAW· 
...Iorumel'lt j:lfoblems: and tho effldetu::y or 
loeal enforcemant .~nctn.. Tluu. I, no m.n­
tlon In W1 report Of any Imp~t firearms con­
VOls may hlvlI on erlmo.I ' 
An intoruUng' and revullng for.1on vtewpalnt 
on funun. ccntrol& and (trime t. that of CoUn 

, Greenwood. Superintendent. w • ..: Yorkshlr. 
" Cons'.bUle'Y. England, In hi, book FiroatlM
" 

, 

Ccmtrol He make's ~ poln:t Ulat In England .tid 
Walct "Half. century of suicl controls 00 pi... 
tofs tin ended, peNlSr"'),. With • fa, greater 
use of thi. clan of weapon In crime than ever 
btlfOtIl ••• 4tt&mptlng to doaJ with the t;rlmlrud , use of fite.,ms by pladno mom res,l1ctions on 

" 

leolli~I' users It not likely to aehlev. al1)'&;, thlng.", 
, 
" 

f 10. ..tatut 01'1 handgun confi~Wh.,. dQ.. NRA 
...1 

NRA beli~ that even If it were possible to 
confiscate the vut majority 0' handguns. Ihl. 
would not ramCMS gUM from the hands of 
criminals. ~ 
Contiseallng halidguns-. in NRA optnlOtl, womd 
mako Iaw~.blding merchants, homo owner, and 
othe:a who oboy tho fa. easy \IIetims a{ WI1'\<­
Inalf. who avedo or disragard IL

•confiscation would crute a tucldve bfGk 
m.rtot for eroanilad crime ¥d • nfWt coutee of 
IftGOftIo far criminals.. Many P«SOI1I ~ 
flrearms for Hlf defense: ecmflseation 'Would 
h!!ghten.. not IU$Irn, thoir feetlngs oIlnsecurlty. 

Confi$Cllting .n e$\lma\llld 30 mllUan handguna 
would ~ • huge flhaneilli butden to society atld 

10 

fisk a 1lemendocn JO" In Intfit'idual tteodom and 
privaey. 

.) 11. Wh.t t. row bl'lt deron..- ag.lnal undHltabl. 
• 'egl&'atloa'l 

1 The but defanse II alway. a good oftaMO. 

P(lSUive a~tion en behalf 01 fitUfn1$ ownetshl~ 
Includes Informing tIM puent: and publlc cffielals 
on ptGp«lf U~ and place 01 ftrearms In OW' .0­
clalY lhrough education. uf!Jty Iralnlno. and 
publishing factual informaHan. This ,ffon be­
~~$ more !mponant .. the me<JLa. leglsl.tor$., 
a.nd ethers demand mote and more centrols.. 

SOttl!J fOfms a good oHeniWJ can take ate 'atta,. 
SO tM edUct, guo" editorials, newsplt* ad· 

,verusamentt. and demand~ tor equal tlme to 
'answer edlwriaJs CIt1 TV and radio. You can: jar· 
l,ic:ipate In heArings before legislative COft\I'nH.. , 
teet. talMo.locaJ businessman's dubs Of ehureh. 
and ,ehOcI groups; contaCt yotlt ~rc: IItId 
mat. ,'0\11 viowpolnt known to sponsOt'l of ann.. ' 
hunting and antI·ftrearms 4(h,el1isinQ. 

Shooting dubs oIIftd other IIPortsmen". groups 
.nould PU:blldze Iholr ocIMlies-f!le4fJnS "fo" 
cours!s, senior and junIor tnaJks.Inatt.sJUp ttaI,.. 
fAg. matches. eonhl'Yation projects. and buntet 
setety ptC;tPlS. Dy P'f,IbUcWng ttut.se ac:tMlie.$. 
Inviting tho publlc: to participate In National 
Hunting' and R$blng Day, and aftering Sig:htln(t­
In Da,. end ether pubNc '4uvices" apotWnen 
cat'I pro.... !hOtr Importtnco to the communttv. , 
TIle umma" fO,ponslbUlty "ust rast on )'QU and 
Qlher individual aport$tnen. If we am 1I1'1f'lt or 
indltteront to the lhf!Jat of legIslation ptOf>O$Od 
by porso"" with other lnteram., we ccnnot 
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, .. __n_~ 

, 
blame thOlt who mue It\e laws,. Th~ thinking 
cilium musl gi~ hjs eleelelS lawmakers aUi". 
woea! support to Mip lhem U"d~t51.l\d the 
diHetenec betwe:cn tespansible and repressive 
legislation.. • 

I 
12. Whit can rou d01 

Be en the .ter,' tot fifearm$ COfWOI$ ptOposals 
which mtly be inlroduced In Congren; in yout 
nale 140+5oI"h.ll": or in your county, city. or 
town. Tben !,IU ltli, guide to w-orat 10': sound. 
reAson.ble, finurTt$ legislation, Here', whal 
NItA $ug9fl1s: 1 
.. Obtain ailllv.litable: information on a proptlsal. , 
b. Give this information to 01ller spot1smen; 
sport$metl'•. Clubs; conseJ"l.tlon- groups; y,I· 
.:tans. civic. lind 01t11" Otoanlz..a14ol'lS conc~rned 
with good legiSlation. 

C. WMn yeu consid., a proposed law, uk yout­
telf:( 
* Does II offer 1 sensible answer to .. real 

proti!em? 

cilizen 10 posseu and un fitearmJ; 10f togltl. 
male purposes 7 

• 

.. Is. II ./\ anemP\10 ac:.complish by prOhibition 
what coulo bt benet accomplished by edu­
c.lion and training? 

Jf the proposed leOi$/alion is oood. $.uPPQrl 11. 
II • proposed la. is: useless. un-needed, or tlo­
enforeeoable, (lppose it vigorOUSly and lntelll~ 

gently. Your opirtlon-given btieny, ufletnoUon­
ally, and efearly-may be del;isjve in in1luencJnQ 
~OtIf lawmake", vote . 
When you wrile to or speak with any lawmaker, 
don'1 worry .bo\ll being a "poli$hed" speaker 
Of au~hof. Nelf!" .,e the b;ulc rutea.: 

.. Be (;ourt"OIJ$ and slneere. 

b. 	Be specific;; I~ntity the bill by number and 
sponsor and expl.in why you support It or 
oppou: It 

c. 	K~p YOU' il:1te( e.' statement brie' and p6f~ 
Unent... 

* What Is i1$ purpose, and is it relSon,ble and 
d. 	Present valieS 11ets. and arguments,sound? 


·' ~
••	1S Ihl$ law neee-uaty or d~li II merely add .. 00 not exaggerate. 

to thou tecMical re$lric:tltlnS which can trap 
 I

" an 	honest eiliu:n into being an unintentional t 	 Compliment your legislater when ~e HikeS a 
'riolator1 

sland you ."PlOw. 


,.. Will It ufeI;\lI~ your rights. 8$ an' Americ:.an 
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NRA SUPPORTS 

Urtoff'If, 1M; ~srabll$hN po!ict. the N.r/onJIl Am. 
Auod.tIOfl.uPPfms I,w, tl'l.': 

t. Prohibil flraatna ules by dealer$. 10 persons !"Inder 
\IOlll'1g fIOt. 

2. Reql.lir~ adeQvet. adult $upetWiiQtl tor VH of flft'oo 
arms. by Juvenile$:. ­

:1. Require mandlilory pe1lIlHies tor the pcssewon of 
a firumt or rac:sJmile In the commission of e crime. 

4. Control the Importati01l of an firurm$ and Ih~f 
eompoMnt p.JU. • 

S. Prohlblt possession, at fiAlarms by convicted teloM. 
drug addicU, ha!Jllual druni(,ards, fugl1:i~ '!'tim jU$­
tlCI'!, menta! incompetents. and J1.,f'ftttI~ d&hn4tents. 

a. Control all l1'I4ctllne guns &tid iSHtruc:tiw d."i;;a. 

1. Ra\'luin!; ticen$11'I9 of I'n8I'IIJfaeturcrs. Importers, dN~ 
en; and ;>a"'':1~rol(el'$, end their keping of ~c:on:ts. 

8. Auur. dIIUI'I$ 01 geod tepu~ the- c:01'llinuing ligN 
to own and U~ firearm, for sport and self-<letense. 

17 
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..-l-tJr j th~ ·humOroWJ.'" 
-J ," •t ~... toUl amount 01 the 

I, 11.2!S clleelta to those, wboI : 
lIle<! 1990 "".. Incom. tu 
rctuti1J was not known, but 
Bugher uJd 'the ltate luul!!r:! 
moft tbIlI 1.1 mUllan t,n-re­
til•• cheek$. 

I 

Kohl offers 
~.amernded 

Areeont aenar ytew looking northwart ihewa the scope ,srea at lntGrltatO 43 ! 
of construction work in PTOlI".' at m. Silver Spong Dr. raQu~. sao,ooo tens 

.,," 	 '. -' 

Funds for Brewers 
, 

lin~ 
j 

\10 
J
i; 

I ~ 
'" 
V'l 

, 

I 

,, 
, 

I 
, 

. ',eA computert%ed 
, 	 crlmlnal _ 'l'mm pr<)poud 
~ the NatioaaJ runt AI~tlol'l. 
. To PAY tor the record Iflltem,

Kob! proposed I camb1l1a.tU:3n of 
~ mJIIj.. i. federal ald and a 
Ulcr fee. wbh:h. Kohl llIiel. the 
NR.A bad. ent10ntci ill Wism:l..ltn. 

-wtthout quOBt:fon, tliat 10" alons: way to mengthen the Brady. 
bUl," S... 1_0 It IIId.. IT. 
ro.Del.). eh.at.rnl.an of the Senate 
Jilellewy Commlttee, Wd. 

Kohl ancl hi, IWt worked out 
,be .iii with So., G.org. J. 
Mltohen (D·MAl••) '.0 Se•• 
Howud M. Meuenb..",m (D­
Ohlo). 

Mitchell. the SenAte Ot:moe;'$,t. 
Ie lucler. apP't'O(1 the Brady but 
Met;enbaum 1. me Senate SPOil­
lOr of the bJll that JII nattutd ~or 

SEe PAGe 4 i Kohl 

:1 

= 

Satanism sign, car may i 
I 

I 
-

Brady.bill 

lIy RlCHARD BRADEe 

Sentinel Wl&hlngton SUI"QD.,!J 


'jVullilliIOllo D'<:' - Sen. Her· 
boil H. ICon! (D.WIJ.) W.<In....y 
ot!ued' compromise handguc

,coutrol proposal ;that wu e.\l' 
doned by fIIPPOrtmo an<l oppa. 
!leut. of the HoU$&opa.s&t!d S1&41 
blU. 

Kahl'. &D:um~t'to the ar... 
<If blllinelud.., ' 

'The same leVell-day walt1cg
pmnd for the pun:hu. at • hand· 
gun. 
" 	 eMa.ndatory backlfound 
eIleep. 

a..tional 

Br AMY RINARD 
Sentinel Madison Stlruu 

MGt... - St&te lund!", 10 
help pay tor a new BTtI'Wers' .u­
ell"", will lU<l:1y 1><\ depend.." '"' 
a guara.::ltee tbe team Will stay 111 
Milwaukee. ftate oftfciau wd 
WedJI...tJy. 

"11 welre goina to 10m them 
the money, we: Sb.Dt1ld have iome 
gua.ractn the team 'Will my... · 
Hid Sen. Brtan S. Burke (D-MII.
wauee), wbole diMtt 1ue1ut1e. 

IIr PETER MAU.ER 
Santin!!:; ftaff writer 

Ballam ta.k. - A tpuy­
paint.. slglI alluellng to Sa... 
worsldp IIJld a la.~ model car 
toued In MinnesotA might be 
clues ~1&.in1t1e the mylt$l1ous
dW.ppeara.nco Of five memb.&rs of 
I Pol.k: County familYI luvettl8a~ 
tors wd Wedne~ay. 

A sign Ayhl," "Devi! Womup 
- Death By FIn" wu fOWl!! 

Coul\ly Stadium "0 the new ste­
dlumlite. 

James R. Klauur. secretary of 
tho PtpertmR' of AdmInlS1rl· 
tiOD and a top achim to Gov. 
T=7 G. !homp""" IOic! lilt 
~antft l'1!quiremC'llt "1& on the 
tablt." 

''Tb8 Brewers know that &ad 
they c10ntt baw a probtGJn with 
IL" 

III & msetln, 'iIfIth K14u.t!" 
Tu••cLay, ttle Brewar. asked for 

w.d:llesd.ty momJng ..ra~I'd In 
black Oh the we.ll of the St Croix 
FeJ\J Muonic LocIie, Pollce ClUe! 
PawLJudbolm Hid. ' 
' Poll< Count)' Sberit! craig B.n­
ware Impoun4td th. 19" ~Uver
c:a:r belongin, to Rlclt Brfri1z:er. 
35. of CUlhlag. who bllS - bien 
miuta, with !ti$ family IluCI!: 

. April 22, Minnesota authorlt1u 
All,ol.'. 

The automobUB was t-ound on 
I.SS In Harrt•• MI.n.• !IV!) dey. 

after!l> 
April 22. I 
from wl I 
Uu SU!l1 I 
cle•• ""r:n~ I 
0 01: 

pl•• 
A J' ,

'cum.< I 
found!r '" 
2:.i milt 
live.. I 

Tomorrow In Let's Go' 

Choreographer takes fresh look at 'e 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 


Office of the Press·Secretary 


For, Immediate Release August 14, 1997 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 
, . 

This week, Smith and Wesson -: the world', largest manufacturer of Iumdguns -­
. announced that it is forging a partnership with the Master Lock Company to provide a child safety 

lock with every handgun.sold for commer~ial use. I applaud both ~f these companies for their 
efforts to promote gun safety_ ,. , 

I particul~IY·want to commend Smith and Wesson for taking an important and responsible 
step for children's safety. Child safety locks'are the right thing to do: In 1994, 185 children were 
killed by accidental gunshot wounds. That'is why my Anti:G.ng and Youth Violence legislation 
would requlre that all federally-l~censed gun dealers provide such ,safety devices with every 
handgun sold. And that is whY,on March 3rd I ordered.Il federal agencies to provide child safety 
locks with the thousands or'handguns they issue to federal, 1aw.enf~)fcement officers.' ' , . , 

Child safety locks have garnered the wide support oflaw enforcement, the medical 
community, many local goveinments. and now a part of the firearms manufacturing industry. This 
fall the full Senate considers the Anti-Juvenile Crime legislation, I hope they will include the child 
safety lock as part of the legislation. ' 
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Kohl offers I o . ~ Another reason to get. 

, Invisible Fencing •. , 
 , 'amend~d'::' " ; 

: 
: 
.. 

I 
I your dog Bra~YJ:~,~~t I 'I 

. Kohl\'~:" ,1, ~.-··.1·{11~'!~.-~"~:'··· : 

<,

'Ir freedom and safety, ,:,
:w •Frees you from worrY, FRoM p~Ge 1 I I, 

former Wbl~ 140\08& pre" 8ecra~ 
tuy Jamel S. Bndy, wounded to ' I•MaIntaIn beauty 

' 

of 
the attempt on thtn*PrUldtDt, . ­
Ronald Rea,IlI" UI, 10 1'"''

your property, 
J'D. " 	 '•30 day money ba,ck " 
'~B~adyl. wife. 'Sarab , WhQ 1guarantee, , hud. Haudl.O eontrollo.,! oald, ' 
Ib, Ihoulht Kohl'. bill WlI. " 

•Veterinarian approved" A~1t"~~kabl. ple~~ oJ 1.~ft!a~· ! I' 
, . . . ' . .'and recOmmended, ' 

She ..Id the Kohl bill ""uld ' ," keep tho ..v••-4t1walU". p.rI· " r, , 'j od In platt untU "cordi wert ~ 

Invisible Fence of Southea,t Waconsln ready lor I quI.ker b.......hd ,: 


'P,O.90x5053 '(",; '" ohock Ind would provtde •• 1.. ' 

Elm Grove, WI 53122 " •••Uvo !or poll" to, .perad. : 


78201984 their r.cordl. ' , , ' "" ,; , ;: 


1

Tbt Kobl bin toqk: 1\1',~RA : 


obJection. Int. ,,,~~.~, ~.t ',;~i~~~~~~~~~~;;~i51~'~i~" . . -',':' ':",!,' •.
~~}il.r~~~'1 ;drekm'up Df',: I ' 
. K~bl" JUdIcillrY ;cOmmltt~g','
.taft aide. 'OWld tbat then wne ' 

9 

IT only about $0 vot" In the Senate.' 


for ,tho Hou,.·purodIlrAll)' bill"
. " . , "., 
,Ii'lther the flalf' nor Kohl 
could predl.t'Wod ••sday Wh,th· 
er Ihe eompro'ml.. would provld• 
..ouSh addm••al ••1.. to ..od .' ' ' 
h••daun con!rol bill to Presld.nl, , 
lJ~h lor 1Il..!••atur" ' ': ", ,: 

, - . " "'., 

May 30, 1991' 'BUlb b.....d h. wOUla 01,0 • 
, 	 , b.nd......trot btU lilt came to 

hre duk aloul wlth,the IUU·",6:30 p.m. ,- 10;00 p.m. crlm. pam,. h' propoald. ' 
IDoors,Qpen At 5.415 P.",,) 	 \

BUlb hu proPOled oh...e. tn ' ,
Embassy Suites Hotel the' exc1u,JoU!U')" rule, which r..­ " quirt. ftaerll jud.~' to exclude333 Main Street' , ' .vId•••• oblAln'" IPOIIUy., 	 . , , 'Green Bay, Wisconsin 

, 'It allow. for bad Iallh .,.••~ '" 
II... (U! Ui. e~ol'lIIonaJ'l' ruI.~" ,• Motivator • Educator • SIII.smari, • Author Bid,. told reporlott, "Il yOu 1104) 

, 

•••• PI•••• Porch.... Tld.:.t.ln Allvc,," ••,...... • guil, It'o OK (to obt....vld•••• 
without. 1Oa,.h Wartanl).!t leUI . An Tlcli.IS.I•• fl".1 LlmH.it,EDlollnnlut, 	 POliOfh If you want to Idek • door 
dGWn, Had a Bun. Tbat rat... the

,Name ________ Te!«phonll j I' 
, . 

t6mp1tUon to phmt & aUJ1," 	 , i 

Company " 	 Title: _'-'-___ Kohl Iald ho h.. reeoNo<I • 
Addrl.. .,'t"-'._._,,-,-_-,-~_______-,__ 	 potltlve reJPoolUJ from both .Ides 

In the handS:UD debate in tb. 6e:n~ ,!

CU. ____..--....;..____ S",. --ZIl' ...;;...:.....-,. 	 ole: "1'nI nct .nrprl.ed, AlIIt all, 
tJ M"I'fClfrd '[J'VI5A 0 Amuk,n E.Mprtll 0 Ch«:k . 	 everybo4y wf,cU- to preVlDt

I 	 trlmln&1alrom buylD" ItUOl.l'f ~ .C..dU Card. _-'-______..:..' E,",O... ",-,"':'___ 	 •• 
, .') 

Slana'"" ___,__--'____'::..,_l",.lf""___ M.lZenbauin ..kId wltn..... 
- at a Sablte JucUelar,y Cotmnltte. 

, 1if $35 per penon on or beforl 5122/91; '40 .tter thet datt. 	 bulinl about thl Kohl bill and 
• 	 . $30 par perllOn tor group's oC15 Of more Qn or befor4 re(flftd cautious IUpport (rOtlt 

$3S oIIfttr thu do:tt, {We "quell "'.'-.nl Ull1'19 three critl" of the Brady, btu - . " , 
~111' . 1 I ' or 1~h.ck 9ft group.} of th, NaUona} Sbel1tt.' Associ.. I " 

, 

,t.d, Men check PIYlbit Boa: 15", Dtt Molnl" ttoni Robert DaVl~ prelIdtnt of "l 

',~~ IOWl the Dellwa.re Stat. Troop.... A.... '~!""~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~'~'''~~~~~ll Char!•• Moe"" execu!lva director :'1 
' 

" l.~ 	 ...!:;:~~~~:~~~~~:::~'j ' 
, ,

, I I 	 ( 
, I , 	 , ' ",, 	 .. , ... ~" ....... ,,,.,,-.,,,~ " 


, ,, 	 ,.. ," ,.' 
..... '' 

http:Dellwa.re
http:Tld.:.t.ln
http:Presld.nl
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US Senate 
OKs 

, 

5-day 
gun wait 
Full crime bill awaits vote 

Wire S&rYlees , The Senate', vwtlotl of the 
and Sentinel WashingtQn Bureau measure stiffens the blU that 

Wuhlnetol1, D.c. _ The &!n~ , cleared the Uouse last lQontb by
•• e<! . making poll« _k.....d4!1ny . 

ate Friday approv a w&.lUna during tbe wllltlna pertocl 'or. 
periOd 01 five working days for livery of hand,guns to WlAllG-be 
handeull purchases III It Inserted. ell 
the controversial gun-cDntrol pute: iSef1l. 

prov1iion known .. the Brqy bLU UnUk~ the HoU$O V~~qt. the . 

Into compr~h~nslve anti-crime Senate'. wDuld Uft the walt&l& 

lellsJation. perIod after 2 ~ yura. Thep the 


The landmark amelidment WM government would bave to eet up
a~proved on a 67~32: tote, • mar~ a natlonwjde computer .yalem

fDr aun 4eal~f:I t~~t"IB n: tbat lutpriM even tI most· checks ot pro.spectiv~ buyera to, 
devout lUpporterS. lee whether· they bad utmiaal 

Selll. Herbert H. Kohl (D-Wls.) reeordl, : ,- 'J t: 
and Robert W. Kasten Jr. (R- The House blU reqtdre4 .. se~' 
Wis.) voted tor the meUure after en-d.y waiting period but left ~(. 

. the Senate adoptt<l by voice vote checks..for crtmlnaJ or meatal lilt-
an amendment to exempt WIs- cords t(o the dlscretlon of police•. 
con.lll and 19 other a~tu trom It would end the waltllll ~ 
the five..day waltlnl ~rlod. one Blate at a time, II eich it.te 
Those states: already bave laws. set up a iystem of lnItant cheek .. 
requlrlns walttng period. or . But it let no deadline for ~ 
backgrouod checki.' pUshing that. .'. -' 

After days of hAea:log. IIde. The 'waltlnB period for ha.J:ul.. 
led by MInority Lead:er, Bob Dole lun pUr~ I, eal1ed the -.., 
(R~KsD.) aDd SeD. H~w.rd M. bU1 tot JaftltI.·S. BrU),. ~ 
Metunb.ium (D-OhJo) reached an wounded in 1&81 when a ~ 
accord thalled to swifl approval ';'UiiG'~.i.llrtheD-PRilaiDt~I.OD.-!­
or th~ hotly. debated. walt rule. &ld Rupn, 'or wbollt ....,..~ .' 

",r~;u.~·d d••~ I~ II: 
yW's ~~.. , better late ~ . 
never," sa1d .Brady, who remalnt' 
pby!leol!Y I~b1 tile dam· a,. doGe 10 braiD. lie IIId ba 
wl1e. sarah. lve 'Job'bll4 lor':' 
yurt to WiD 'e or the bJJ.. 
torte gun CODtisd meuure::" 

! .,' . 
s.oat. 1_" 1.,004 to _1 . 

flnat acdoa ob the overall bill . 
until after CollJTell returnJ from 
Itl Fourth of July. rece:a.. ..1be 
H~ W Dot .;provedi u ewer... 
aU crime bill. ,';., 

Dole propol'Od .111.,,: 11't~ 
: wAIt after ...1·Wte aialiil 
end:lna ~ebate and moyJna 10.,
ward· IIl>4I ,_. "l,.tIle·.bIII.. 

·wlth Ih......-i\ay"'SO; ." ....,,...It. bl,lOJ'tc acbttVement': 
In the US_ S(!nAte," Me rI Lud.. : 

I 

- .. " . i. -• s • 
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HANDGUN 
LICENSE 
';.4J~"!~' 't.'Y','!» 
- I " ..­
"',' 1M 

ilt-:".i<' ....~ ....0/'~p,.,-i?k-

, :' . •
,\' . 
I.' . 

1S4fA 9' .""PM!E"" .WbWS'CWH "ii_NI_WiD,,, Mee, AM 

Requires a license to buy a iIandgwtj mandah:':~ tlngerpritlt 
chet"ks :lnd safely training 14,)[ IicenSt: applk.'::lIlb; includes a 
.p(:l'tllHI1l'llt 7·day cODling-nff periud; and require:) the: 
registration uf h:UldguJl translC-rs. 

aPiuwwa- a& 1i8P"W'¥W.UiQW.,. Hagel" 

ProhibiL<; gUll possession hy [ho.se convictL'l1 of violellt 
misdemeanors, including sp{)lIsal ahu~c and ell ild ,abuse; 
alit! requires a sl)edal licellse for the pos..:;ession of:1 gUll 
a,-sellal (20 guns or 1000 rounds of ammunition), 

.. 'MI w in 

I(cqulrcs gun de"lers to IX')' "" :mnu"llicense lee of $1000; 
prohibits the s:lle nf more than one handgun a month to :\ny 
individual; mandates a federal license It)!' ammunitiun 
dealers; requires hackgruulld checks It)r gun store 
employees; hans lirearm~ sales: at gun shuws; and cn::~ili.::S a 
private cause uf aCliul1 f(x gun law viuhllion~. 

WiF Me. .IA ,_kip eEP_ W ' -
BallS sellli:lut()m~U ic ;l,"s,tulr W(.';!POllS, Saturday Night 
Special h.HKlgLlIl,o..;, and 1l()!1-sporling :ltlllllllflirioll: regulates 
gun s~llc[y; and lncre:.tses Ihe surtax ,)11 handgulls and 
handgun :UBlllllllit it m. 

HANDGUHCONTROL 
M'; I.... 

• 
OMIt MIUJOJf 1ImOtfO,. , , ~t.o 
...~~....t"'__~.. 


