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BRADY BILL vs. "INSTANT" CHECK

It s expected that the Senate will be be faced with a ¢hgice between two competing
handgun purchase systems: the Brady Bill (S. 257/H.R. 7) which is endorsed by every
major police organization in the country — or a so-called "instant" telephone check
system backed by the National Rifle Association.

NRA cgnceﬁdes backaround checks work.

The NRA touts the success of the Virginia system which stopped more than a thousand
felons from getting guns last year. Of course, waiting periods catch even more felons
in California, llinois, Maryland and other states. So let’s stop talking about whether
background checks work - both sides agree they do.

Accurate "instant” checks are currently impossible,

In order to perform jnstant checks, criminal history records can’t be on paper - they
have to be entered into a central computer database, But, criminal records are aot well-
automated in 40 states, according to reports from the Office of Technology Assessment
(OTA) and the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS).

]
As OTA reported: “"Most states have only partially automated criminal history files.
While ten states have fuily automated files with computerized records for all offenders,
eight states have fully-manual files. Most states fall somewhere between.” OTA
concluded: {Building the infrastructure necessary for automated POS [point-of-sale]
firearms purchaser record checks will require a continued, strong federal and state
resource commitment for the next 5 to 10 years.” Similarly, the Attorney General
admitted to the Senate Judiciary Committee on April 18, that: “The criminal justice

records across thg country are simply not in the kind of shape that would permit [the

NRA proposal] to be instantly enacted.

In sum, it is just plain impossible 10 implement an accurate national instant check system
quickly, as the NRA proposal requires. This kind of system 1s years away.

The lack of computerized files does not prevent waiting periods from gvori«;.ing‘ The
Brady Bill gives police several days to check criminal records, enough time 10 consult
either computerized gr manual indexes and files,

In fact, waiting periods worked even before police began to can‘iputﬁﬁze records.
Maryiand’s 7-day waiting period has been stopping felons since 1966!

Local police will be able to implement the Brady Bill immcdiézely.
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Pﬁ{;ed in Anti-Crime Bill

By GWENIFILL
Specu| i The Hew York Timan

WASHINGTON, June 28 — in a vi¢
tory for gun-contro) advocates, the Sene
si= approved a cotpromise measire
today that would creare a-fiveday
waiting period for handgun purchases
amd fmpose penalites on states that do
not implemen: background checks
within two angd 2 haH years ta sereen
sut felons, ‘

The provision for & waiting period
was approved after a week of floor da.
tate and back-rocm jockeying in which
the originel proposat for a seven-day
walting period way reduced to & five
days 1o pick up suppart for the biil. The
attion today lears the way {or a vote
on a compiete anti-crime package after
Longress réwerns from a Fourth of July
recess,

The 8710:32 vote viraliy assures
thas & bill providing for 2 walting
period to buy handguns wiil be passed
by Congress. The House has passed a
similar measure. The Senste measury
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s override a Presidental vete.
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Bill Delaying
Handgun Sales
Gains in House

By Paut. M. BARsgTT
Steff Reporier of Tal WalL STREET JoURNAL

WASHINGTON-The House Judiciary
Committee approved 3 Democyatic anti
crizme BiHL 1hat would impose 3 sevenday

walting period for Bandgun purchases.

The legisiagion, passed om 2 23-11 vote,
cotild resch the House Moor [OF 4 vote a3
sa0n as two weeks from now, Democrais
sid.

The Bush administration untél recently
tizd opposed the bill ax ineffective and a
burdes ort law-ahiding run ownars, But Al
tomey Geaers! Dick Thornburph last woek
s3id Pregident Bugh mipht siem the legishs-
tion if it were part of 2 bioader package of
antl-crime provisions, iocheing an ex
pandet federnl death penaity and curbs on
the appeal rights of deatl-row inmates, AL
feast for now, Demoarais wanl (o pass the
bil} geparately and force the president to
make a decigion abowst whether {0 sign
it

Supporiers praised the so-cajled Brady
Eil, named for lormer White Houge
spokesman James Brady, as z milestone in
the sation's flerce pwscontral debate. “f
beteve Conpress s e the verge of frags-
forming public opinion into public policy,”
said Rep. Charles Schumer (. R.Y.),
chairman of the House crime subcommit-
tee. Mr. Brady was severely wounded
when he was shot in the 1981 affsmipt (o
assassinate President Heagan, who was
also wounded in the atlack.

Mr. Heagan's ows recemt sndorsement
of & waiting period, which he had pie-
vicusly opposed, has prompted proponenis
to predict that Congrass will enact 1hs leg-

—

istatior this vear. The bill was defeated
s the House three years apgo. Sevenieen
Democrass, joined by six Repsblicans,
voted for the measure yesterday,
“Foday's vote sends a strong, clear

message 1 the NRA™ {National iUfle As--

spciation ), sald Rep. Edward Felghan (D,

Ondo), the Brady BEl's eriginal sponser.
“The era of intiimidaticn s over.”

The influestfal NRA has lobbied hard
against the Brady Bill. The association and
the White House have supported an-aiter:

-native measire that would require instan-

taneous computer checks of zun pur
chasers, Brady Bil supporters bratded the
alternative bili impractical and desipued
onfy 1o undermsine the  waiting-period
measure.

In downsown Adlanza, there is one hotel wheve the emphasis has been placed!
on incimary and hocary rather than site. Where every guest receives a
delwxe private swite instead of a roam. Where the auosphere fs reminiscent
of Evvope’s finest smaller hotels. 1 Theve are elegant msedng and cateving
facilities, Tovry vobes in every suite. Three telephones. Tuo welevisions. All

in the heart of Adarta's business, legal arel fmancial
district, just a few steps from Undergrovnd Adanza,
mw The Sulte Hotel. It's a grand hotelin the way
heotels were meqrs o be grand, In style, notsize,

R e .
Ol St

MR o i s s,

Expevience The Differevce,

34 Pracferre St s Lt Alnby. + Ackanii, GA SOR0S » 1R JEEDTE5 v | -B0AT 75300, G pomancr s repond esgees. H

wing new car from Ohio that es
d corners, up hills e
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and overseas.

at our Marysville. Ohto (acility. The

Both here and across Belgium. France.
f‘a‘cloz'y has been equipped with all the
r 3 ¥ r 1

Germany, Great Britain and Holland. !
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On Gz{n‘ Control
ilncludes N.R.A.

Mitchell Seeks Votes for
Waiting Period Plan

1

[

: By GWENIFILL

} Spew il s The New Yirk Toes

1 WaSHINGTON, Juste {1 — Support-

#rs of 2 Senate anticrime bill are ne-
fotiating with the National Rifle As-
sociziign befare taking to ihe floor a

. package that incorporates a seven-day

A

waiting period for handgun purchases.
* Senator George J. Mitene!l of Maine,

the majority leader, and supporters of
his propusai for a waiting period are
searching for the vates needed to re-
thin the item as part of a crime law
erhasd that would aiso ban the many-
aciure of certain  semisutomalic
WLANCNS. .
+ The restults of the moneuvering are
likely tn becorne public anl the Sen-
\e beging debate, probabiy next week,
an the anti-<crime package propased by
Senater Joseph R, Biden Jr, Democrat

o Delnware. - \ .
has adamantly

! The rifle association
qpposed any waiting period for %ﬂ:g
2 hondgun, but 15 lobbying siforts
fnfled last menih when the House
gmased a Bill mandating a seven<day
Fait, Mr. Miichell’s comprosise pro-
posal combines a waiting perid and a
plan favared by ihe gun greup, a re-

irsrnent for backgromdd checks ofg

agpootive gun buyers.

; The House blll, called the Brady bili|
after James 5. Brady, whe was|:

Jounded in the assassination attempt
gn President Ronaid Reagan, did not
mandate hackground ehecks.

' —End to Walting Perlod Sought
+ Az part of the closed negotiations, the
rifie association, the most formidabls
dppenent of the erime pickage, it nsk-
g Senate Democrals for severad con-
sessions, nciuding an amendment that
wolld set o date - perhaps witlin I8
months ~- by which the provigion for o
gevernday waititp period wouid expire.
i is alsn seeking an end to states’ waits
ing periods - many of which are
nger than seven days — « after that
expirationdate, |
» Mr. Michall's proposal would atlow
the federally mandated waiting period
tp be discontinued once o siate imples
mestod s own on-site  criminal
records check system, which would be
paid for i part with $40 milllen in new
Federal grangs. .

. The nifle agsociation has also en-
Hsted the aid of Senator Ted Stevens,
Repubitcan of Alaska, (o sponisor an al-i
tormative, st wundetermined, that

stghy mirrer 2 messure it promated |

heavily in the Housz. That measurse
wabid have required instant backe
ground checks on  praspective gun
hayeys ot the poent of sale,

Sikes janieerimme aackiape covibd one.

recees. It was siipped onto the calendar
‘i a procedural seight-of-hand that st
wed 1t wm;aazm:hymm
fve cormittee debate and vote.
Seaking ‘Miniruun of Antmosity

POUWe're stil falking” W the rifie ag.
isaciation, saié a Mlicheld aide, who
iaddad that the majoriey leader had met
‘a% welt with Sarah Brady, the chalr-

woman of Hendgun Control Ine. and
‘wite of James Brady.

Speaking of the rifle associstion,
/Senator Herb Ko, Democrat of Wis
‘consin and a cospousor of My Mitch.

ali's proposal, said: *You want them
s on board. ebviously have a god
“desd of influence with Sematars
for all the obvious ressons. We'd like
get the bill passed with the mibsimurn of
animosity.™, >

Bui James 1. Baker, the executive di-

recior of the association's Institute for

Legisiative Action, said the group did

not bedieve that Mr, Miicheit's compr
. mise had done seuch for jis cause.

“Wa wouid really not be in a position
tw sign off on whet he's got [n there
now, ™ Mr. Hsker said. *We sse it a8 a
Brady biil with money to the states.”

Mr. Baker deseribed Me, Mitchet] a5
& “conduit” for the gun group’s con-
cerny shout the Brady bill and gun<on-
trof raeasures In the Biden package,

Change of Posltion

Mrs. Brady predicied that the rifie

Seeking a wayto

& get the gun lobby
“onboard for . &

a'«
e

restrictions. "

period measure, saying: ~Obviosusly
e N.R.A, i runniog scared, They're
the anes ol ihere looking for compro-
mise. We phsolutely will it get ow
there end weakenour bill” . -

One of the waverers last year on the
Sapars bill 1o ban semisutomatic weap-
ons was Mr. Miwchell Eartier this vear
he said he did not suppert the House
vorston of tye Brady bitl, but he hes
since won the support of guncontrol
advocates for W5 compromise pro-

.5 But the mjm'ltyammpx;‘im £pOnsoY-
ship of this yesr's w fod raess-
ure ;ﬁ“ﬁ 10 pve secomplished litlle
{oward guargnteeing i35 pascage. His
wughest fobbying fob stiil appears o
He among his own coflssgues, espe-
clally Southern chi:{:ram iing period
Senate supporters of 2 walting
seid this week that Qu=y were DIVes
that the narrow victary on regulating
sentiautmmatic weapons  ast ;{;&r
would not transiate nto support for o
bill this year that is seen by many peo-, .

group would fail to dersl) a waiting

P

~ T

ple as 8 blanket incursion on the T
of anyone whe biys 8 handgun,

Ancther wild card is White
insistence that Congress pass Presi-
t Bush's version of an anticrime
ckage, Although the Administration
ﬁgs sinted that the President might
drop his fongstanding oppesitan to 2
waiting period in exchange for sl ac.
it on his package 10 toughen federnl
penaities on a variety of crimes, i 15
unciear what threshaid of cooperatiun
the White House is seeking. .

Representative James F, Sensen-
Hrenmer Ir., the Wisconsin Republican
who haiped lead the fight for the Brady
bill, warned that House Democrats bet..
ter gat-a move on’' the Presidents
anthcrime proposals. \
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Compromlse
Gun Control
Plani Backed
Sen. Mitchell Alfers
Debate’s F:ffzmetp?rk

By Helen Dewar
Wabioguon Pont St Friber

Key supparters of the “Brady bili*
have decided to back comprumise
gun control legislation proposed by
Senate Majority Leader George J,
Mitchelf {D-Maioe) that combines 2
watting period for handgun pur-
chages with elements of aa aiter
namb:ﬂfam&bytheﬁmm
Rifie Assodatice. .+ ..

Theaﬁmbetmgunm
advocates and Mitchell gigoificantly
alteys the framework of the debate
m&emwmmm
gun curbs as part of an anticrime
il this summer. Mitchell had op-
posed the bill pamed for former
presidential press secretary James
S Bradyanﬁpamdb?tbeﬁﬁm
this month that would impose a sev-
en-day waiting period for handgun
purchases. Brady was shot during
an assassination attempt on Pres
ident Ronald Reagan in 1981,

Mitchei’s plan  inclodes  the
o e T o

ng oo
taisied in an unsucoessful Howse al-
ternative proposed by Rep. Harley
0. Staggers Jr. (DW.Va) and
mmmﬁmmmle-
quire police to cunduct criminal
badcmmdcﬁeaksbefmahaﬁéw
gun sale i made. The Brady dill
dcesmmmsmhm

Mitcheil's plan, which is still bev
ing formulated, would require hack-

d checks during the waiting
period and aise would provide feds
eral incentives to states to comput~
erize criminai records, share them
with other states aod conduct back-
ground checks. :

While these elements are geen as
strengthenisy the hill from the

See GURS, A4 ol 1

!u’»‘»l!l

,‘. GUNS, From Al

standpoint of keeping guoa out of
the hands of crimisals, it is also be-
ing argued that Mitchell's incen.
tives for creation of 2 paticnwide
- gystem for instant criminal checks
- would hasten the day when the
. waiting period would be phased out.
* The tacticsd significance of
< Mitcheil's proposal is. that it pro-
- vides political cover for semztors
- from rural, hunting-oriented states

v or

R B I

. Bke Maine by ipcorporating the

+ griminalcheck provisions that the
- KRA aod other gen-control appoe
- pents had touted as a preferable
. wsy of controlling gum violence.
;%j “Mitchell's additions are helpful
Zesand it's dearly going to heip us with
==the m;anty leader leading. the
~ ¢harge” said Gall Hoffman, chief
" Jobbyist for Handgun Contrel Inc. -
*Fo the extent that it’s seen 28 2
¢ compromise,” she added, “# cer
- tainly makes it aasier to pass in that
.« # meets many of the sbjections that
. had been raised” 1o the House bl
* *We have no problem with it
: chouldpmkupmatwoughsap'
;xm to make the difference,”
! Donaid Cahifl, oational !egts%aﬁw
chairman for the Fraternal Order of
Police, one of several large law en-
forcement groups that jobhbied for
. passage of the House measure,
. For Mitchell, according to <ok
* leagues and senatorial aides, the
< pompromise s a way of getting
- back in the Democratic mainstream
. on the goncontrol issee without
. visking support at bome. Mitchell
_ bas signaled his interest in the
Democratic presidential pomination
in 1996 or thereailer but aiso "can’t
stand to Jose a single wote in
Maine,” acoording to 4 colleague,
* Tha NRA remaina oppostd o
waiting periods but i holding ils
fire on the Mitchell preposal, at

.k e

Compromlse Gun Curb Plan
i By Mitchell Draws Support

+ least until it is spelled out in %e:gzs

lative form. “As a2 concept, we're
ohviously in faver of the instant
check and opposed to the waiting
period,” said Jamea Jay Baker, z:h;ef
lobbyist for the NRA. -

Mitcheil’s proposal will be c{e-
bated in connection with an omni-

bus anticrime hill the Senate i ex~

pacted to consider s eatly as sext
month, Senate Judiciary Commitice
Clusirman Josepk R. Biden Jr. (D-
Del), & Brady bill backer who wiil

The tactical

stgnificance is that

Mitchell provides
political cover for
some senators.

manage the crime bilt on the Senate
floor, supports the Mitcheil alter-
aative “in princisle™ hut swaits de-
tails that are still belng drafted, ae-
cerding to an aide.

Whether Mitchell’s plan will pick
up more than ene vate—his own—is
unciear, While Handgun Cantrol's
Hoffrman said some senators’ staffers
have shown interest, another gource
said no sonstorial opponents of the
Beady Bl have indicated they will
support the Mitchell alternative,

Buy Mitchell, who has been on -

the losing side of two major votes
this year (the Persian Guif War su-
thorization and a proposed roliback
in Social Security taxesy, will have a
iot riding on his propesal and can be
expected to push it aggressively.
Besides, i the vote is as close as i

appears #Ow, "one or two votes
couid be everything,® a ﬁﬁmocmizc
aide said,

. - — -
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Rifle Lob

i . H
By STEVEN A. HOLMES
Spetial 10 The New Yark THTts ¢

WASRINGTDN, March 28 - With .
new gun control legislagion peading in
bath the House snd ine Serate, (he Na-
tiohai Rifle Agsociation is inthe grip of
ternal inrmoeil and there are sgns
et i may be losing some of #5 elise
tiveness as one of e naticn's moast
powerful obbying syganizaiions.

Long comsiderzd & muscular pres
ence oa (apitol HUY, the rille fssocia-
tina is an Bcreasingly croubled orgards
miion these days, ¢ .

© i ba. wosi more than 300,509 mem-
bers In the last twe yeurs as imember-
sisio bag fallen to 2.6 milllen. U8 tory
by faciional strife, with a group o7 dis-

sidents deriding the current leadership -

a3y being. ton moderate, Facing som-
piaims of mismenagernent and sexual
Improprioties, the associstion’s execy-
tive vice president, J. Warren Cassidy,
resigned lasc munth undée pressuge
from the board of directors, former of-
ficials of the arganization zay.’

When the susociation holts iz ansuai
convention next momth o Sen Anionie,
& major wmpic will e whe should be
Bamed A% DHENAnenl SUCLLss0r 10 Mr,
Cassidy. The posi, o be [li2d Dy the
board, 15 the orpanizatigsitop seaff
1ok, The graup will alsa ey 12 develop

Morch 237 199+
by Torn by Dissidents and Capitol Defector:

g} "I. . «
Flotugrath bry it sew York Tires
“f have told myself that gun con-
trof isn"t erime controd,” said Hep.
resentative Les AuCoin, Demo-
crat of Orogon, "Bar more and
wore, the argument in my own
ears sounded threadbare.”

“They put a lot of legislators in
very untenazble positions,” said
Representative Susan  Medinari,
Republican of Staten Ixland,
refercing (o the Natonal Rifle As.
sociation, which now epposes her.

strategies (o counier the grewing per-
ception mal hs abiity w persuade or

coeroe lawmakers inlo sudporiing #s

pasitions is waning. P

Gregantzasion Bemalins ?o}»erﬁzl

To ke sure, o one i seggestng that
the aszociasion is toothisss, and it is
mainly it critics who promate the dea
of & weakened grganization. The group
retaing the ghility te punish sorme of ity
patiticnl enamieg and reward some of
i3 {riends. And, degpite some early ser-
backs Jn Congress, Uke Senate ap

roval fast May of 2 ban on'the manu-
scture and sale of nine types of semi
antorsatic’ weapons, 0 £8n conirol
messures were voted it law last
¥RED. - :

Ful, with fls antagonists batter er
ganized than aver before, with many
Jaw enforcement groups willing 1o ac-
sively jobby on behaif of :gun control
MBRSLEres 0 the association SpROSes,
#nd with the nation shakes by an epl-
demlc of wiolence, lawmakers and
siers are guestioning whother ihe
grwp’s influencs has gimisshed on

apitel Bifl, -

The pending gun comrol legislation
pose8 & major 1est for e association.
Jusi last week, Representative Las A
Cein, & Deérderat from Cregon who
had been s siaunch M.R.A. adhereny,
announced he wauld supper? 8 Wil re.
guiring anyone buying o pistol o walt
saven days {o conclude the sale. Mr,
AuColn sald he was switclsing bevause
of concernd over the rising levei of vie
lent orime In the country. |

1 have {pid mysel! thatz g control

T I ————— s SO

A major test on
gun control is
about to unfold.

I 't orime conirod,

sounded thrdadbare,”

menial iInsiltntion.

The measure, which has dravs biter
criticism fram (he rifie agsociation, 15
Known as the Brady bl after Pregi
dert Ronald Reagan's pross fecretary,
Jarses Brady, who was eritically
waundsd in the hesd in ag scempt to
assassinate the President In 1881, The
airack feft Mr. Brady with hrain gam-
age and grable to walk.

- <Onst of Step' Leadershilp

Mr, AuCoin, who oppesed the Brady
Bill {ast year before switshing Mg view,
saxl hit beliaved that she rifis assooia-
tian #im longer inspired the Tear among
lepisiators thar it once 4 “The
N.R.A,'s lengdership is so {57 out of slep
with theaghtiy! peaple that sny chske
hold i had i3, in {302, brodten.” he said,

&r. AuCoin is not slode in thal view,

i Last yesr's Sensts bill o ban some
sepusmomatt  WeEpons was <08
sored by a Hetime N.RA member,
Dennis DeConcind, Dermecrat of Ard-

A,

When she was on the New Yok Clty
CouncH, Susan Molourt of Sigten is-
fand npposed a nonbinding resshstion

“ Mr. Aufoin saig wrging Congrest {o ban senuautomatic

at 2 mews eanferance, “Bul more and weapans, For that, the rille assaciation
move, e argument I MY own earg 9pported her election tu the House g

Representatives. But whesn she arrived

The Ml wosid ziow, il wonld pot there last Mareh, she immediately be-
requise, background checks by locgi CRME A spensar of the Brady blif, For
law-enforcement agencies (o deter- thai,
rine if 3 potentiat handgun buyer has al
criminal recurd, is & fagittve from jus~
tice or has ever been tommitted {o &’ Put a lot of legisiators in very unien-

she hay been dengunced by the as-
sucintinn as a wmencoat. Denving the
charpe, stw szid of the NR.A, “They

+ Aible positiang.”

I soma lawmakers view the assochan
tign s o0 exireme in if3 geseral oppo-
sitton to gun contenl, the organization
s, pargdoxicatiy, [acing usother ghal
lenge from whbin its rasks from disst-
dents who Bs%ert that i I8 losing its
punch hecause 1t bas grown too moder
He.

W had the Image of 2 winner,” sajd
Meal Know, a former official ¢f the as-
socistion, “Mow we have e lmage of
someone you can roli over ke AuCoin
dig the ocher day.”'

#r. Knox and others mainiain thatin
fecen years, the organlzation’s poli-
cles have become weak and contradic.
tory. Mr, Knox points oul that she as-
gocition supporied & I5-day wahing
period in Oregan, wiiie spposing a na-
Hanal Tgey whiting period.

Current officials of the group
clised reguests for interviews 2
would respond only in wridng o w
ton guastions by § reporier.

Renspns tor Reslgnation

Farmer officigis sy Mr. Cass
was foreed o resign becawse of any
pyer the drop in membership and pr
foms with 2 new 818 millien ¢omgsr
sysiem that way suppesed 5 be
operation by December 1988, hucis s
et wording. The assogiation $2
deloy is commmn i installing 2 o
cempuler system.

Mr. Sassidy was aiso under fire a;
result of the settiement, reperied 1o
3500008, af & Iawsult charging the
seciation with sex discrimnisation
dismissing 8 femgle amployes. Amo
the charges levsind by the dismiss
emplovee, Marsha A Beasley, was th
My, Cassidy lavored female employe
“who would deal with bl on aih
than a professlanal basis.”

Mr. Castidy, who denjed the ¢har
in coust papers. s now a Consaitant
the rifie associatien. Me ould net
reached for camment, and e did o
re o yeguedts for Hperviews |
laved through the associalion, He &

revigusly cited “persenal reason
tr his decision o resign.

Critics of Mr. Cassidy say he wo
have suivived any embarrassise
Troen the Jawsuit were # oot for the ¢
ziine in membarship, which jell 1o
miition 1zt fall {roen 2.3 milling n 18
iternal N.RA documents show,

Beeline s Membership

Gary Asderson, acting exesut
vice prestdent, confirgmed the dect
ausiiting & 10 the ecosomy and |
recession.” He said 2 33 rise iy anyy
dues to 823 i July 1589 had o mator
fent on membarghin

"There s mo diciacen thay me
bership declizes over 2il are dae
N.B.A, positicns deamed sither top g
dent or I compromising.” ke sald

The disssidents, lad by Mr K
have gomplained thad under M. O
gy, the sssociazion hay beep (oo wil
1o agree i suppori faws Hke the
wpted by Congress on ihe manulan
and sale of armor-piotcing amm
tan ond & aw passed twn years s
Oregen tat reqiires a J5ay wim
period end a background check for
ple wha buy pistoels.

The sHie atsocfaties supported
sage af the Jregen law as pan
sompromise hat esishiished uny
statewide standards for permin
earyy concealed weapons, Tha gro
igndars insist that the Dregon stath
& true satherime law, since ¥ req
hackgrounad checks, In contrast, .
chacks are oplicnal under the B
bliL, wisich the nsseciation says s 1
Bsisunee that serves oo aurpose.
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By George J. Mitchell

WASHINGTON

hile Amer-

Jdca  should

1dn more 1w

keep hand-

guns away

from crimi-

nals, the Brady and Staggers bills,

which share that abjective, are insuf

ficient. An improvement of the Brady

bitl that I intend to offer as legislatian

would do-more than -both ¢ keep
handguns sut of criminzls” hands,

By requiring a sevenday waiting

pericd for anyone wanting © buy a

handgun, the Brady bill creates a

. period during which custamers’ back-
Erausds ¢an be cheched to se@ if they

have criminal records. But it doesnot
require a chack, and does nothing to
guarantes that s cheek will be made
and that the records checked wifl be
aceurate and complete,

The luh Amendment permifs
states 10 apply a waiting period, con-
duct  background check (or both) on
any handgun customer. Tweniy-{we
states that have alresdy taken such
steps would be exempt from the bil¥'s
requirerments,

The Brady bill would do nothing
about the fxct that some states have no
computerized criminal records. and
that zeveral de not share criminal
recerd data with the F.B.L's natienal
registry. Many states covered by the
i have considered and reiected a
waziting period. In these sLtes, fttle or
nothing i3 ikely to happen under the

- Bl Even i they voluniarily agreed 19

make checks, thoge checls wymid be
Inefisctive  because stae  criminal
rectrde on nverage #ve iess than 60
percent completa,

What's needed i3 5 baiter system
for checking and a.compiete &nd ac
curaie mational registry, not only be-
tauge existing records are incom-
piete but aisp becauss people mave

George 1. Mitcheil, Democrot of
Muine, is Senate muajority (eader.

‘mmdalm maurmabﬁemﬂ i

% r S
"}‘l" TR L PR
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‘The bill proposad by Representa.
tve Harley Q. Staggess, Damoerat of
West Virginta, and backed by ihe

Natlonal Rifle Associatinn, would o

quire the eseahifshment of a nagonal
compuierized instant check spsteny

within six months, While that goal s
valid, ! oppose the Staggers bl
(which the House defesated} becouse
t imposes an imspossibie deadiine:

The Government and staies csnnof
centralize and computerize aflcrimi-
nal history m:a?ds izz six m{h&.

A comproniise
v-that gives the
N.R. A scmethmg

ia 1988, the {:czzgress reguired the
Justice Deparument (o report on the
best method of condusting & baek-
ground check of handgun buyers and
io put ¥ i effect. The departroent
has recommended 4 aathonal comput-
erized instant check systern Last
Merch, the department finished (he
first survey of state erimingl records,
and it 13 taking the first steps to help
sietes make criminal records com-
piste and acressible,

The depariment says the establigh-
ment of a central registry will take
{ime and that the states need Federdl
funds to upgrade their awn records.
and share them with the F.B.1'8 [
terstate identification Index. Slace 90
percent of all convictions. occur in
state, not Federal courts; state
records are an essential elemem of a.
warkable national system.

Despite the emotion, oratory and.
hostility surrounding the gun controd
lssue, it is significant that both sides

agree on fundamental obiectives —

that criminals should be denied the
Gght to buy a hand i 0
of checking the background of people

» '3»: s aar*g,w

vrammw,zmm;mm&. [RRT )
4 »Wv?xﬁ_ 5««

T W

Better Than the Br’y' Bﬂ]f

;‘, went i
| TR Ty,

mmwmmmgm@w

'{&r%v’ *?‘ ?‘irs z%wm

HHHAN UL aul ang

“wf‘m without criminal becords. -
v&m wast 1o bay 3 handgun should

minimum inconvenience,
‘¢ My sroposal Sombines the best TR
m ci wnsﬁmﬁwwi Zaw) the Brady

m : Cgigde
sv.*__"'o it %E £ |
caiminal ecards o do . accelrais
prnent of & central national
Fegistry of criminal records and pro-
vide tinanctal re iy
to conduct backgroung checks durifig
IEE Wiiting period
The Brady bill provides for the

phazing out of a walting period when
& natlonal instant check system is. .

operatianal. The N.R.A. wants no
waiting period Bt would require the
national systern to be aperational in
six moniis,

T My compromise proposal wonld
creats the waiting period the Brady
il envisiong but make it more effec-
tive than it would be under thar bill,
And by kelping w complets and com-
puterize i cririnal recards, it wonld
hastess the day when the nadoenal in-
stant check system advocated by the
H.R.A. would be operational angd the
waiting period phased out. {8 am
awaiting » Congressional Budger Of-
flee estimate of the cost of updating
all criminal records nationaliv.)

If we're going 1o require a wail, it
ought Lo have a purpose. If we're going
to check rocords, they ought o be in
shape. If wa're going 1o ask staies o do
the work, we should make sure they
have the resomces 1 4o so. Without
atcention @ these pracicalities, e
Brady Yl promises a result it wont
fully deliver, That's why it should be
improved.- Sarah Brady, whe spear.
heads the Bl named for her husband,
Jatnee 8, Brady, the White House press
secreiary dissbled in the anempt on
Ronald Reagan’'s ilfe in 1981, approves
my additions o the Bragy bl “wWs
think it's a real good compromise and
sohation,” she said. ]

A Prince for Passaic?

By Jim Mullen

iven the country's fiseal
woes and the fater
af atteguon being di-

rected toward the vis-
4 of fiueen Dlizabeth

Selling royal titles
could save the
US. economy.

magazines will ger rich chronicling
the Hfe and tiges of the new Amert
can rovais,

Moreover, before we iegisiate tities
into existence, we will enagt bills that
heavily ax such acuvities as polo
playing and casile bwiding, Thess
bilig will pass withouwt GOHOLLLINA now.
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Brady Bill ought to be law

. I writs to respond to 22 Oct. 1§ letter to the
1 wdltor, which contsined & widely heig
nisconception ahout ths Brady 2ill,

4 Mre Tony Sciurba mistakesly wrote thet the
1 Brady m%m 20 back ground eheck 8t 1L
It's fast 8 Walting period — period.”

While it {g trys tyat the ariginal Beady Bl &l

8 mmmwwﬁm
shscks ke an integrel pare of the varsion of the
-1 Brady Bill that passed the Seants and which,
.| believe, will become law neRt year. -
Sumse who gppesed the ortgingd Brady Biil,
In the Nationa! w»ﬁomuea,uwﬁ
that & BiH that coes 00t regRire
| checks would not be off fn curding
the poxseasion of [rsarmu by crimingis or ;eop&c
with s hlstory of mantal jastability. [ coulé not
"B wiile T supportad the original Brady
4 - Sowhile I aup ¢ rsdy
. | meanos, Ibefloved that the Bl conld be rmade
Too | vetter, That ts why { drafted s lmproved version
1 | of the leglaiation with Sen, Geergs L Mitehall

ot 48 T i s e S, o

A — e i A AT H i T 4 g, s 1,

| e s,
“fivebu -

purchasss only ~ that would remadn 15 sffact tor

e

| comp criminal bistory .

Aad, 1o the clalm of My, Solurbs, it
requires s backpround check fer wli
1 Hrewrms purchases, oue 24t Will bacome
Joriantaneoys once $he nation’s eimingi data
base bivomes mors scTuraie
1 The messure the Senste s 2n

amozdment io a larger crime peckage, but was
1 kWled by & Republican fiibuster {x the [ast daya
.| of the 102nd Congtess. |
3 M chrm triea ztglegam m&t?g gh&ﬁ
» ioud ¢ Brady faying ¥
- ;? +d an ad beckground check son.
. '} That no longer holds watar, The Brady
57| B hasthe support of every lving former

.| president, avery major {sw enforcement

———

I i argenirstion and raore than S0%, of the American

ﬁ"‘!?g

"to help tum

’ g;h‘mut% Sen. Bob Dole (R<Ean.yeud Ger. Al * ;w, :
(D-Teun) < . though humasiym and ethaism
“thentseives, they are allowed to thelr will

people s o numser that should setually increase
swien peaple renflzs thiat (e easurs requires s

tmandatory, stantanscus background

The Beady Bill cught to beoome lsw, but we
aead presidential leadership and cosgressionsl
willpoorer to snsure {ts snactment, - - -

1 lawemsakers in Washington kre serious shout
%wﬁmamamwmm
drug 678, they whould join me, Bill Claton
aud othe? wy of the meastire, gad pledgs -
Brady Bill into Iaw When -7
Congress reconvenes next year. B

' GEN, HERRERT M. KOHL
. (e

Kaap'tﬁé‘c{oss ‘

o, the humenistic Sﬁgfame Court Bag douns It
sgain. [t backed athaist Dob Sherman and agrsed
that 3= ahould be ahls to force the ¢lty of
Wanwaion 1o rezaove ths cross (r0m Ha oty

A a refigion, sthebazn, ix allowred .
to mzammmwﬁmm,

on sl tha thalat ander the (2l guise that our

Torefathens vwrots this jn our Conatitution snder

the title *separsiion of vhusel and state.”

* Jtdossn't take & great brain 1o realize the

gﬁ%mﬁmu mwgmﬁmﬁaeﬁ
phTS sehoois, crouscs Wm‘

Christmas ciin in city Aalls.

Our forefthers usad the aame of God all the

e, cpuﬁymmwdung were deeply

religioan poopis and woul kw‘ e M,

_ Bob Sherman o the spot.

Thay winisd 10 keep chureh government ot

of the Cangress knd not to have the deep

infiusnce it kad In Enpland, We ¢ lave this

separation today. Wauwatoss iy not dolng ’

gnything to forer thelswi of atBeism o suyone. A

city has a right to have 4 COOSS 01 R0 amhism.
ot do It democratickily st (st thy people

vote? 5! onurss, the sumanistic justicss weuld

. have so partof th'x, as 2 would 80t legd to the

world soeial arder they eventusliy went,

" ‘ ¢r Ip the “gzmahly between  for committes chalrmensdips,  for apeaker, the m 1 Grosgyoskl's o
kar — x
.{ Marning mail - T

- 1 urge the propla of
Thit can bedone with
T for Tous or patihe
strects or intergsction
what your smbiem o
undsr for the athelsty

T Things aze bud vow

ep iy siep, unlonn s
Mrmanistic efforttne
morglity and alf tha
1778, L )

Committed 1

i etz of the z
Jwetkes County,
=iltorial bosrd for y
commitment to aaey
animals a2 the Milw,
n.r remein ‘tnsfg
parms 4
will work to keep it
. We will pead the ™
expand our fuading.
Apprecikie your wa

2asior b

To those wt:x

Washington, D.C. 4
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Irors say -

or his (972 conviction for
1g & pipe bomb. :
iy was the only defense
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e of his couri-appainted

vy biamed the Ku Kiux
the bombings and said he
itingly used by his former
160 get parts far the bombs,
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i Moody s¢ "oy and
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vy was convicted of killing
G Circuit Judge Robert
t his home in Moumtain
Ja.. and Aklerman Robent
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Washingion, B.C. — Congres-
sional passage this yvear of & far-
reaching gun-control faw seems vir-
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. AP
FORMER REAGAN PRESS SECRETARY JAMES HrAbY and  ¥ohi {D-Wis ), Joseph Hiden (0.Del) and Robert
his wife, Sarah, are joined by (rom left) Sens, Merd

{R-Kan.j as they
Miiwaukee Journal Serbinel  #29/9

tunlly assured in the wake of the
Senate’s vote approving 2 manda-
tory national five-day waiting pert-
od for handgun purchases,

The measure was approved 67
to 32 Frday as part of a lamge
anti-crime package, {Bath Wiscon-
sin senators, Republican Bob Kas.
ten and Democrai Herb Kobl, vor
ed for the measure d

The Seoate's action was one of
the most decisive sethacks ever suf-
fered by the powerful Nationai Ri-
fle Association and & mMRjer viclery
for gun-conire! proponcnts, includ-
ing former presidential press seere-
tary James Brady and s wile,
Sarsh, who led the Iobbying fight
for the propesal,

The “Hrady bill” that passed the
House on May § calls for 2 wailing
period of seven calendar davs, as

Y
Gun-control law closer with Senate vote

Ak 1o the press Frigay.

did the originat Senaiwe prop

In 5 more fandamental ¢i
ence, the Senate, unhike the Ho
would reqisee crimiinal backgros
checks during the waiting per
and would mandaie the creatior
a astiopwide computerized syst
to instantly check on and ser
gut crimnals who oy o buy ha
guns,

The proposal wouid apply 161
24 states that lack a wailing pen.
far gun purchases. The natior
wiiting pecisd woukl be dropp
ance the backeround-check svsie

-is phased in over five years.

But the 28 sutes that alren
have wailing perods — includs
Wisconsin ~ could keety them pe
manertly, even after ¢ing into
national checking system,
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:

The “Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act”
Does It Live Up To Its Name?

By what standard should the Brady Act be judged? President Clinton and the anti-firearm lobby
judge the law a resounding success, claiming only that its S-day waiting period disapproves tens of
thousands of retail handgun purchase spplications. The law's name sugpests a different objective,
however: the “prévention”™ of “handgun violence.™ For many reasons, neither the federal 5-day waiting
periud scheme, nor the denials that occur under the law, accomplish that objective.

Brady's “5-day wait” does not prevent criminals from obtaining handguns

« Afler studying the Brady Act for Congress, the General Accounting Office reponted that “Brady may

not dircetly result in measurable reductions of gun-related crimes.”™ GAD slso noted that during the firsl

17 months of the Brady Act, only soven individuals were convicted of ilicgal attempts to buy hondguns

under the iaw. Of the seven, three were sentenced fo 12-24 monihs prison of custody, while the othoyr fowr

were placed on probation. Of 250 cases reformed during Brady's first year, 217 were rajected for

proszculion. (“mplementation of the Brady Handgun Viclence Prevention Aci,” Report to the

Commitiee on the Judiviagry, ULS. Senate, and the Commitize on the Judiviary, U.S. House of
Representotives. GAO/GGII06-22 Gun Control. Jomuary 1996, p. 8) By comparisen, the Virginia State
Police report that betwoen Nov, 1989 and June 1996 the stale’s Instant Check system ~ which canducts

records checks in minutes - acilicated the armest of 2479 individuals, including 304 wanted persons,

« In thetr now study of the Brady Act, New Yoerk University professors James B, Jecabs and
Kimberley A, Potter conclude that “It is hard to see the Brady law, lexalded by many politicians, the
media, and Handgun Control, Inc. as an important siep woward keeping handgans out of the hends of
danperous and éresponsitie porsons, as anything mors than & sop to the widespread fesr of crime... There
is little reason 10 acoept the claim that Brady is preveating 40,000 danperous and irrcsponsible persons per
year from obtaining handguns.” ("Keeping Guns Out Of The ‘Wrong * Hands: The Brady Law And The
Limits Of Regulation” The Journal of Criminal Low and Criminology, Northwestern University Scheol
of Low, Vol 88, No. |, Fall 1995} .

* A study by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tabacco and Firearms {ound that only 7% of anmod carcer
criminals obtain freacms from licensed gun shops. (Protecting America: The Effectiveness of the Federal
Armed Career Criminal Statate, 1992, p. 28) A study for the Departrnent of Justice found that anly 7%
of "handgun prodators” oblain fircarms from lictnsed pun shops. (Armed and Considered Dangerous:
A Study of Felons trind Their Firearms, James D, Wright and Peter H, Rossi, 1986 p. 187}

« A Nationsl Association of Chiefs of Police poll released in May found that 85% of police chicls believe
that the Brady Act has not stopped eriminals from obtaining handguns from illegal sources.

» Handgusn Control, Inc., cven admits that the 5-day wait “docs not cut ofT 1o prohibited purchascrs alf
avenues 1o handpuns.” ("Denying Hondguns To Prohibited Purchasers: Quantifying The mpoct Of The
Brady Low,” Douglas Weil, HCI ‘s Center to Prevent Handgun Violenve, August 26, 1956}
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. From ¢he beginning, the Brady Act has made no attempt to prevent “handgun violence” in many
high-crime states and cities

« Under the Brady Act, any state with 2
low requiring that, before a retail handgun
sale, faw enforcement officialy conduct
eeoords checks W verify that the purchaser
is cligible under the isw to possess 2
handgun, is gxempt from the S-day wait.

» When Presidert Chinton signed the
Brady Act into Jaw, 18 states and D.C.
were awsematicsily exemnpt, /8ATF} Since
the law took effect Feb, 28, 1594, 10
othor  states have become exempt by
adepting Instant Check . systoms o
modifying cxisting purchase pormit laws,

« Today, only 22 simlcs are subject o Brady's S-day wait -- states where fess than 13 the US. population
Hives. Twenty-vight states and D.C., secounting for /3 of the (LS. population, are exempt.

The 28 states {& D.C.} that Brady makes no stiempt ta affect sccount for 75% of vioient crimoes

: . « California has more murders and other violet
Violent nmas, 19% crimes than any siste - 16% of murders and 17%
; of viclent crimes in the U5, California has three
times the wait {13 duys, versus Brpdy's S-day
wail} but its murder and violent crime raies arg
38% and 50% higher, respectively, thas the ralcs
for the rest of the country, (FBI)

« New York has the sccond greatest number of
ronarders nod other violent arimes. New York Ciy
has more murders and other viclent crimes than
gny city -« more than the combined totai of 15 of
W Crimes in Brady-exempt states the 22 states subjest to Brady's 5-day wait. (FBJ)

_ Crime deta: FB{ UCR « Hlinois {exerapt because of its firesrm licensing
i and waiting period procedure} ranks 4th in
murders and Sth i total violent eritnes, among the states. Chicage, which prohibited handgun sales in
1982, has the sccond greatest nurnber of murders and other violent grimes among ULS. cities, {FB)

.t‘i“ogcthcr;{:ali'fomin and New York sccount for more violent crimes than all 22 states that are subject
to Brady s S-day wait. California, N.Y. snd lilinois sccount for more murders. (FRI)

« Washington, ID.C., (exempt because of its 1977 handgun ban) hes the grestest por capits number of
musders and violent crimes of any major U.S. city, (FRI)

« Just 10 of the many cities that are exempt from the Brady Act’s S<doy waiting peried accounted for 23%
of the nation’s anurders in 1994 .. NY.C. {1,561}, Chicago (928}, LA, (845}, Dewroit {(§41), D.C. (3993,
Baltimore {321), 5t. Louis {248), Phoenix (2313, Atlants {191) end Richmond, Va. {160). Six of the 10
cities with the most rougders in 1994 (NY.C, Chicago, LA, Detroit, 5.0, and Baltimaore), and 18 of the
28 cities with 100 or more murders, are exempt from Brady's 5-day waiting peried. (FAJ)

» States affccted by the Brady Act include historically low-crims siates, such as North Dakota, South
Dakota, Montans, Wyoming, Alasks, West Virginia, Rhode Islorsd, Maine and Vormont. (FBi}
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The Clinton Administration is not complying with the Brady Act

» Presidont Clinton claims “czedit™ or the Brady Act, but refuses (o comply with the law’s requirsmoents
coneeming: the establishment of » neticnwide Instant Check. The Admintstration has reyected Freedom of
Information Acl requests for infossiation on any sctions taken by the Administration in this regard,

During Brady's first year, states under the S-day wait had worse vislent crime trends

» Vicksm crime has declined nationwade during the 19905, but in the Brady Act’s first vear it declined foss
overal} in stales subject to the law’s S.day waiting period. (Dat: FBI)

7 of every 10 violent crimes are not committed with firearms of any sont

+ Thirty percent of homicides, 90% of rapes, 59% of robberics, and 76% of aggravatcd assavits arc
commiticd with weapons that are not handguns or other firsarms, Approximately 10,000 murders ar¢
committed cach yoar with weapons other than handguns, most with weapons other than lreamns. (FB/)

* Even if the Brady Act wore in
cffeet in the pants of the country Vioclent Crime Weapons
where most crimes  ocour, and

perftctly cffcctive at proventing

crimina!}; in thosc stgm from IKrdons @
obisining handpuns, and cven if '
those crimingls wore ot able to
comeait their crimes with weapms

other then handguns, the Brady Act
wx_wld bc(irml;:\fmt 10 most violnnt _ :
;z;z:;sih::wiu?mg thousands of f Fitnﬂ‘“!l [ oo, ;;;{;{’;

|
!
Maost who apply to buy handguns under the Brady Act are law.abiding citizens

* The General Accounting Office studied handgun purchase applications processed during the Brady
Acl’s first year and found that 85.2% of applicants were mproved withoul & hitch. Of the applications that
were denied, neatdy half wire due (o administrative problems with the application forms or traffic tickets.
(“Implementorion of the Brady Handgun Viglence Prevention Act,” Report fo the Committee on the -
Judiciery, U8 Senute, and the Committee on the hediciary, US. Howuse of Represemotives, GAO/GGID-
98,22 Gun Control, January 1996, pp. 6€.56)

» Law-abiding citizens are often deniad a3 “oriminals™ heesuse their names or other identifying information
are similar to those of criminals, triggering “falss hits™ during records checks. GAQ noted that denials
seporied by BATF in its oneyear study of the Brady Act, “do not reflect the fact that $ome of the injlially
denied applicattons wore subsequently spproved, following sdministrative or other appeal procedures™
(GAQ, p. 30) Professors James Jacobs and Kimberley Potter have concludad “it is passtble that the
many peopis found to be incligible 1o purchase hamdguns were misidentificd because they had the same
name 8% 8 porson who 1s inelipible.” (Jacebs, Patter, p 103, emphasis in the orviginal)

+ GAO found that “Only 4 of the 15 jurisdictions {studied) had sufftciently detsiled records to permit GAQ
1o quaniify demals bassd on vislent wimes.” GAQ found that denials of applicants whe had beon convicted
of or idicted for agpravated sssault, murder, rape, or robbery totaled 37] and roprosented 0.2 poreent of
the applications and 4.9 percent of the denisls in these jurisdictions.™ (GAG, p. 6)

!
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t More About The Brady Act
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The Brady Act, originally named for anti-gun lobbyist Sarzh Brady,' was approved by Congress in Mo
1993, signed into law by President Clinton later that month, and took affect Feb. 28, 1994, The Act requires,
in some states, with some exceptions, a walting period of five state povernment business davs from the fime
a person applies 10 purchase a handgun from a federal fircarm hoensee® (FFL) and the time the handgun i
transferred to the purchaser. During the $-day wait, the chief law enforcement oflicer {CLEQ, a shenfT or
police chiefy’ i the buyer’s anea “shall make a reasonable effort” 10 determine if the buyer is prolubited from
possessing 8 handpun * The CLEO may approve the sale before five days, if the records check has been
completed or if he believes the purchaser needs & handgun 1o protzct himsell or 2 member of his housshold?

Linder the provisions of the Brady Act, states with laws requiring thai, before an FFL sells a handgun, law
enforcement authorities venfy that the purchaser is not prohibited by faw from possessing a handgun, are
exempt from the federal waiting period.* Eighteen states and the District of Columbia were exempt from the
5-dayv waiting period before the law tock effect. Since the law took effect, 10 additional states established
{nstant Cheek systems or modified existing permit-type faws, exernpting them [rom the federai waiting period.’
Today, only 22 states remain subject to the federal S-day waiting pericd.*

' The media incorrectly report thet the law is named for Sim Beady. However, in snnouncing that the bill would
br intraduced in Congress i {987, HCT clatmed that it “will be known ax the ‘Sarsh Brady Bill* (HCT s “Washingon
Repon,” Spring 1987, In  promotional pemphler, HCT noted it it was “known ss the 'Brady Bill" for Sareh Biady.”
Later, HCT ¢laimed §L was nasned for both Sarsh and lim Brady, and ister suli for Jim Brady slons,

* Genersily, s federally licensed fisenrry desler, menufactarer or imperter.
o some siptes, state few enforcement suthorities serve 88 CLEC for Brady Act transaction purposes,

* Under the federal Gun Contro! Ast (1968), persons convicted of crimes punishable by more then s year in
prison, fugitives, unlawful drug usees and addicts, adjudicaied aenial incompetents snd persons who have been
committex to mental instiftstions, ilisgal aliens, persons dishonorably discharged from the Armed Forees, porsons who
bave reasunced U.S, citizenship end (since 1994) persons under cenain restrsining orders are prohibited from
possessing firesrms. Licensed firsarm delers are prohibiied from transferring handguns (o persans under age 21 rifles
snd shotguns o persony under spe 18, Since 1994, nos-liconsees have been profibited from tansferring hundguns @
peesons urider age {8, and persons ander age 18 have been prohibited from possessing hendguns, witk excepticns.

} The federal waiting periox does not apply 10 an individual with & valid Hoense or permit 1o pessess of sequire
a harndgun, if the license or permit was issued oflor » criminat reconds chock, and issued not taore then five yesrs sarier
by the siate in which the handgun sele iv fo ooaur, In Alaska, Mississippi, Mootarz, North Dakota, Pennsyivania ond
South Dakots, an individual with o volid licenss or permit o 2emvy 8 concealed firearm, issued not more than five veors
previous o the sake of the handgun, is exempt from the feders waiting period,

¥ Title 18, §922(s)INCY), USC. States with waiting periods, but no lew enforcement verification, are
subjecs 10 the federal waiting period. {Alsbama, Peningylvenie, Rhode Island, Soath Dakots and Washingion.)

T Of the 10 newgomer states, Arizons, Colorato, Georgis, Idaho, Now Hampshire, Orcgon, South Carolina
wyd Ussh have operational systems. Nebraska and Pennsylvania will have operstional systems soon, Nevada does not
use its Instant Cheek capability, Under Instant Check, impediately prior to selling a firearn en FFL contacts state [aw
enforecment suthorities vis & °1.800" number, provides information identifying (he prospective fireamn purchaser, and
the information i5 compared to crimingl snd otser reconds avaitsbic tuough statewidz ang national computarized
databases, If the prospective purchaser is not found to have 8 cecond prodbsiting hims from possessing fireamms, the sole
i approved. Usually, the procedure takes only a fow minutes, pormitting # respectable citizes to exercise his right o
orms witheaut arbitrary delay, sn especially important maticr in aay sese where » fiscarm is sculely needed for protection.

* The Burean of Alcohol, Tobacso and Firearms does not consider Arizones and South Caroling exemps from
the federe] waiting period. Mevertheless, buth stales use Instant Cheok rather than the waiting period,
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Table ]

States subject to and exempt from the Brady Act’s S-daz waiting periad

s

Alwayi Sehjuct Bnce Subfect, Now Exerpt Awyy Exempt
Alahama i Heah Dabots Aridotuan it Catifoweda- WP Midwgan.P
Alssks . Ul Colorsde-IC Conasciicui- WP Missouri-p
Arkamas 1 Dklsteons GenrgiaiC DetawareniC NebreskasF
Kansas Petnsyfvanie 1dabr-iC .6 ~Handgun ban Now Jerenyolb, L
Kemtucky ¢ Riwsds Jeland Winnomota WP, P Flosida—WF, IC New York-t
Loshisma . Bowth Lakola Bew Hempehire-IC Hawaii~WE, # Crepon~it
Maine ; Toxss Horih Cxrpline P Hineis=W, [, IC Virginie-I0
Minsissippi | Vermont South Crenlina~IC fadisaa- WP Wircomain--WP, it
Montane Washingon Torrssea~WE Towe-I*
Revada Went Vieginia (21520 Marylund WP
New Mesios - Wyorming Massschusetls~F, L

WP * Weiting period, P » Pereit o punthuse, L » Livenss to ownjrarchese, 10 » instant Choek

'

The failure of waiting periods was well established before the Brady Act was passed

Before Conpress passed and President Clinton signed the Brady bill, Iaws delaying the purchase of
handguns were knsown 10 have no effect on violent crime. During 1992, the most recent year for which crime
data were available 1o Congress and the president in Nov, 1993, California’s esorder and total violent crime
raies were 44% and 58% higher, respectively, than the rates for the rest of the country, despite & 15-day
waiting period on salgs of all fircarms, (Brady is & S-day wait on handguns purchased from licensed retsil
dealers). Anti-pun researcher David McDowell had concluded that “waiting periods have no influgnce on
either gun homicides or gun suicides.”” Even HCI Chair Sersh Brady bad said that 2 waiting period “is not
a panacea, IUis not going 10 stop crimes of passion or drug-related crime. ™

During 1992, Ztljsmtes and the Distnct of Columbia had laws delaying the purchase of handgung, same
for much longer than iﬁe five days later zmposed by the Brady Act."' As Table 2 shows, these states and D.C.
had much higher m*eraii viglent crime rates in 1992, compared 1o states that did not delay the purchase of
handguns, -;
H

# “Provenisive ffects of Firesem Regulstions on Irjury Mortality,” preparcd for presentstion 16 the annvst
mesting of the Amernican Society of Criminology, 1993

1® The Weshingtonian, March 1991

' The licensing systems of New York, New Jerscy, Massachuseits and [linois typically posiponc purchascs
tmore (hen & smonth, Californda ard Tennessee have 15-day waiting periods, Oregon had a 15-dsy wail (replaced in 1995
with an Insient Chook sysiom). Weshispton, D.C., and Chicago prohibit handgun purchases, New York City hos 165 own
Hoensing sysiem, on top of the state reguiremont. Connecticet (waiting period) end Hawaii (permit) delay bondpun
purchases for 14 days, Indisna, Maryland, Minnesota, Missoun and Rhade Istand for seven dayy, Washingion for five
days, Florida for three doys, Alabams, South Dakote end Wisconrin for iwe days.
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Table 2 o

Violent crime rates {crimes per 160,080 residents), 1992

Statces delaying the purchase of handpuas and those not defaying
Data: FBI Umfamg Crime Reports

Wiotent Agpv. Vielera Apev.

Crims flomicide  Rebbory  Asweul Erime Homizide  Robbery  Asawull
s PITRS 2.3 2816 PR
Fisiex delaying the purchase of izmﬁgum States not deliing fre purchase ol handguns
Alsbama 1457, e 1643 E54.6 Alaska s60.% 7.3 s &45.3
Californiz 1519.% 123 24,4 6416 Arizons §70.8 Bl 1531 458.6
Canpectient £9s51] €1 oee 2523 Arkunsas 1763 e 125.3 L
DL, 283 %2 . 1266.4 14347 Coloeado STER £.2 1203 ey
Fiariga 1267.2 .0 3662 T2 Detaware §2:.2 45 131.2 ¥ s
Havenii 384 i ¥ $9.2 1177 Cinorgin "1 110 2428 &1t
Hiinais gr1y! 1.4 4123 SisA ldatms pL IR 33 243 447
indiann 3083 | Ly 1222 3353 Kanins 3108 &8 123 )% e
lowa 7RG 1.4 9.8 2180 Kewurky 5153 32 £72 4104
Maryland 10001 134 4190 5126 Loulsisns 2 ZY SN ¢ 1214 4538
Massachuscus Frool 34 1544 5556 Maine 1359 Ly pad $10
Michigan THLL | %9 1218 4556 Mistiscipni 4117 2.2 134.5 1354
Minncsole JI8G 33 9.5 128 Montans €29 s 5 317
Missgur T404 3 p# R 455 5 Mevsds 363 Dy 131 Fy AR
Nebraiks 3484 43 b 7% 2562 New Hevp, 1357 L6 30 b3 8
Few Jorsey £iL ¥ £ 852 3048 New Mexion 4 15 1393 ey
Mew York 11221 133 3839 4515 Noeth fakots.  §33 (X 7.5 503
Henth Larnline 6818 g 04 ek 4477 Chie prad 6.8 1720 268.2
Oregon 3102 €3 (5.4 3Ly Okighoms (323 ] 5 13612 L8
Pennyrbvanis 4274 ¢ 4 1507 i34 South Caroline 9445 0.4 1706 050
fthade fsfand mes 3s 9.3 765.5 Teras 206.3 1.7 2325 4817
Heath Bakena 155 431 4.2 (253 Liah 0.5 Lo 359 18,2
Fermasses 46T | 154 E3f %] 4701 Vermenl 1095 21 X 73
Washingion 5348 | 0 139.8 378 Virginia 149 '3 1378 R
Wisconsin 757 A 1n%.¢ 1253 West Vieginin 2158 6.3 435 1488

| . Wyaming _Nes 18 ] 20 bi 3

oty totol BaR.e | p 2 e 37 Group tatal £32. 94 9.1 1743 3%6.2
Percenthigher  346%! J.71% 16.9% 114%

thas nan-delay stadex

In signing the Brady Act, President Clinton only pretended that he was tough on crime

{

When President Clinton signed the Brady bill inte law, he knew it would have no effect on parts of the
country where most violont crimes ocour. The 18 states and Washington, D.C., which sere automatically
exempt from the Bmdy Act’s S-day waiting pariad, together accounted for 63% of all violent crimes, :ncludmg
58% of murders, in the Urited States, as shown in Table 3.7 The 32 states upon which the Brady Act imposed
i1s S-day waiting period prcéammamiy states with less “gun control™ -+ accounted for only 37% of violent
erimes, including 42% of murders. * In essence President Clinton™s signing of the Brady bill amounted to an
arropant exercise of federal power, forcing mostly low-crime states, that had previcusly chosen nos 1o impose
taws defaying handgu?n purchases, 1o live under a national “gunt control™ scheme comumon to high-crime siates.

[

;
]
|
b
R Sixtcen of the {8 statcs had restiictive waiting periods, purchase pesmits andior licensing schemes, :d DL

hact a henddgun ben, Deleware and Virpisiz were exempt because ol wwestrictve Instant Check systems.

B Of the 32 states, 24 had rio luws delaying handpun purchases; eight had walting prriods or permit procedures
ranging from pvo dagx it 1o wogks.

' Twenty-four of the 12 states did not have their own lows delaying handgun purchases; eipht siates did, b
did aonl oot Brody's requirement: low enforcement appraval and s records check,
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Table 3 ~ Violent ceimes and murders, numbers and percentages of U.S, totals (FBI UCKR, 1832)
" {8 States and District of Columbia, exempt from the 5-day wait even hefore the law took effect

Totad

Number o#f Pevvent of ‘Wiolewt Murcber of Percent of (omtcide
Ktnte viclent erimes {18 tatal Ve vate homitides L5 total P 1
123 1,532,374 106% T 11,760 100%, 23
Crlifernisa WP ! 33674 18% 1110 1321 13271 12.7
New YorkeL . RN 1% 11723 2387 16% 517
Tlend-Wh, 16 162,831 "= £297.2 1208 % .0
Mingis-WwE, &, 113,864 % $F13 1322 5% L
Michigof 1287, % ¥ 93§ i 19
Maryiend. WP 43,083 k3 ol 558 k3 9 113
New Jemoy-P, L COARAS 1% (%1% ; 357 2% il
Mansthuctigw?, L 4,737 % 7190 134 1% N ¥4
Migsorri=§* sgaa % TG A 547 % 10.5
Indizne« W 28,783 % 308§ 444 i% 34
Vizginianil 3IN % 349 S04 % BE
DC-Dan 16,635 % 12 any % 782
Contwxticiiu WP 16252 % 4333 166 1% 41
e egon WP [ 135,189 % 50y 139 1% 47
Witoeesin- W 13,806 1% Fea ] 118 1% 44
fovepuft R # 4 14 8% A . 0% Li
Neisaska~P ¢ 5398 0% 3486 48 . AN 41
Delawgrpe i 4280 a% 6%1.2 32 % 4G
Hawaiiw WP, P L 0% 2584 4 o% 16

1216415 © gask, 13,719 E1 2

I

Today, the Brady Act has nio effect on 28 siates and D.C., accounting for 75% of violent crimes
(70% of homicides, 68% of rapes, 78% of robberies and 74% of sgpravaied assaults),

Table 4 ~ Violent crimes and murders, numbers and percentages of U.S. totals (FB1 UCR, 1994
28 States and District of Columbis, currently exempt from the Brady Act’s S-day waiting pericd

Number of Pereemt ol Viokent Numbrerof Fereend of flonsicide
Stale vigleat erimnes 8, 1ot crime rate hoinivides LS. toesl reie
553 1564, 168 yoo% | TISL 23385 100%: 0
Cablom:s 1eI%s Hrac? 101380 308 6% £ % 4
Now Yark 175,403 9% $8546 s 733 2% 11k
Flotide B [age3sd % 1458 1,163 % . 8]
Hiipcsiz : 11390 6% 5509 1376 &% 1LY
Mithipen 2,151 % 766.1 17 % 24
Now jorsey - ABS44 W 8§42 194 % 30
hlaryissd tATAST 3% 2480 Ly 3% 1h6
Goorgis £7,1463 N 6ET.7 it Y {4
Nori Carsline ! a6.30% 3% £53.0 ¥ 1% 162
Muuachuwts 427480 i 1 TeT 6 134 1% 13
hiissourt IRzl % : IS 554 ) 5.4
Tenrsesses. hi i)l % 1€y 53 % 4.3
Reank Carnling 37784 b mns s % X4
Indisns 330 1% 3251 €33 et 14
Arizong 2E543 % pi ¥ 25 ks A
Yirgiia I3 4¥7 % 51y £H % 3
Colorads 161} 1% hic, X 99 % 54
Einnecots 16,557 % Isga |47 1% kW4
6067 i% 2106 150 1% 45
ho %y % IBE2.5 a6 2% O
Conewctinyt 14314 % 4353 n3 1% 6.5
Wiscomsin » 13,748 11 TS n? 1% 4.5
forven | R34 % i 43 % 1.7
Nebrerka 4323 % kY- 31 o% 33
$itsh A% {1 1] % . iz %3 5 % 10
Drclawars AL : 117 seLD A3 % .7
Jdahe ; 3K o% irse %3 0% b3
Hrwaii RS o% bl 3 50 % €2
IO Y—— RS o% Y 14 2% £.4
Toted 1357.5m TEY 16332 %
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. Tabhe & — (Cities of 500:080 or more population

Nine of the 10 cities with the highest 1otal vipient crime rates i 1994, and seven of the 10 cities
with the highest homicide rates, are exemnpt (indicated with an asterisk}, Chicage did not report rape
data. Thus, its sotal viplent erime figure is estimated.

Hank Louy Viol, Crime Rate Renk Cuy Humicige Rule
1} Baltimare IBM4 A H Washington, DO i X
3 Chigago * 17000 (et} 1 Betron® a5
2 Ditropis ¢ 16852 h ] Peltimore* £3.4
P Washington, D.C. * 18626 . Chicage* .t
s Los Angeies * 20350 $ Dalixs e
[3 Bazgn ¢ 1$5.3 4 Clevelend F6.3
1 New York Cigy * 13609 T Philadeiphis 139
¥ Nashvilie ¥ 17984 EH Mernphis® 53
) Chertsite-Meck burg ¥ £736. ) Lo Angsies? 118
18 Diailn ]__ 158890 10 Mibwanker* 1

Table 6 « Citiex of 280,000-499,939 population

Nine of the 10 cities with the highest total viclent crime rates, and seven of the 10 cities with the highest
homicide rales, are exempt, )

J—
Rk cay Viol. {rime Rate Rank Ciry Homicide Rase

1 Nawrsy * INGS 1 Newe Drlenns 5.1 ‘

2 3. Louin : 3rsey 2 $t. Lowsix® 6.3

h) Afania * BEX 3 3 Birmingharn 495

& Tarmps * 3436 4 Atwre® A4

L Miams * ATTER S 3 Oskiand® k4

& Birmangharn 4442 § Newark* 334

¥ Kanax City, Mo, * 34353 ¥ kansex City, Mo.* 321 .

£ Oakinod ¢ b L) 4 Aiami* s

9 Buffaio Fikid, 9 For, Worth 279

10 Misntapotis * 15076 16 Buffalo? A

Table 7 - Cities }00,806:-269,999 pepuiation

Eight of the 10 cities with the highest total violent enime rates, and seven of the [0 cittes with the highest
hornicide rates, sre now exempt.

Rk Chy Vink [rime Bate Rank Chy Homicide Rate
H Latthe Rovk, Ak, 1954} i Rickmond, ¥1.* 72
2 Flint, Mick, * Witk 3 Gery, fnd.* 474
3 Buton Rouge, 1. 24457 3 Jacksan, Mixs. 3.4
2| Hanford, Conn. * . WIS L Hanlord, Comn” 417
3 Chry, fnd* 1574 $ Fliee, Mich.* 414
& Sun Bewnaedins, Cahifr FArLE & tnglewood, Cubl* L1:3 9
z {rianda, Fie. * prrNt 7 Sam Pomnssding, Calill” £0.5
] 51 Pouusburg, Fls, * s Bridgepon, Lonn ¢ ELX
® Pewnix, 13,* 21500 (=31 v Shrevepart, La, 53N 3
10 Mew Hiven Conn, * PERgE 14 tanle Rock, Ark. 0%

The General Accounting Office study

In its one-year study of the Brady Act, the GAO studied 20 jurisdictions, only 15 of witich — Arizona, Arkansas;
Kentucky; Nevada, Ohio;, South Caroling, Clayton and Fulion Counties (Georpia), Bessier and Caddo Parishes
{Louisiana); and Abilene, Fort Worth, Harris County {Houston srea), Houston, and Pasadana {Toxas) -« had records
wientifying general reasons for purchase application denials. GAQ rovicsved 384,301 rotadf handgun purchase
applications ocourring botween Feb. 28, 1994 and Feb. 28, 1993, and found that 95.2% of applicants were approved
without question. OF the 4.3% who wore disepproved, ncarly Sl were duee o administrative errors (applications sost
1o the wrong CLEQ, propared incorreetly, ¢ig. ) or erroncous denials for outstanding traffic tickets. Persons denied for
violent and nonvinlent crime-related reasons zocounted for 2.4% of applicants; dentals dus 1o adminisirative errors
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?Mﬁicé for 2%, deninls due to traffic tickets accounted for 0.4%. Only four jurisdictions -- Ohio; South Careling
ard Barris (Houston) and Tarrant {Fort Worth} Countics, Toxas - had records identifving dentals for vielenl crime
reasons, In thoss jurisdictions, §.2% of handgun purchase applicstions were demed for violent crimie reasons.

* Instant Check protects law-abiding citizens® rights

The NRA supports taws prohibiting the possession of firearms by porsons convicted of viclont ¢rimes, fugitives,
and coriain other individuals. NRA also supports “Instant Cheek™ systoms which require a computerized scarch of
criminal and other records 1o verify that a prospective fircanm purchaser s not prohibited from possessing fircems,
Unlike waiting periods and othor schemes delaying handgun purchases for days or weeks, an “Instant Cheek™ usually
iasts o matier of minutes. Thus, when a person prohibited from possessing fircarms atlempts to buy 4 lirearm, he is
identificd by police while on the FFL s premises. A lew-abiding citizen, however, can exereise the right to puechasc
fircarms without undue delay, an issuc ahways of principle snd sometimes of lifc and death, NRA supported, but gun
conirel supporicrs opposed, 2 nationwide lnstant Check when it was proposed in the 101st Congress.”

The end of the Brady Act’s 5-day waiting period

Before the Brady bitf was approved by Conpress, it was smended by 2 provision requiring that the 3-day wailing
period “sunset’ {expire) in Nov. 1998, at which time a nationwide Instant Check system will be implomented, Then-
Scn. Minority Leader Robert Dole (R-Kansas) supported the amendment, The most obvious advantage of fnstant
Check, over a waiting peried, is that it enables s law-abiding citizen to obtain a firearm without delay whenone 5
necded for self~defense. The ansi-firearm lobby opposes the use of fircarms for self~dofense, howover. Sarsh Brady
has said thal “the only resson for guns in civilian hands is for sporting purposcs.’® Other anti-fireann lobby spokes
people have expressed similar views.*” Thongh claiming (o support the “Brady Act,” gun controf advacates continug
to oppoese its nutional Instant Check requirement, proferring that handgun purchases be delayed, regardicss of the
speed with which purchasers cen be vorificd as Jaw.abiding citizens. NRA supports the Instant Cheek amendment.

i

The Clinton Administration is not complying with the Brady Act

The Brady Al requires that “not later than 60 months afler tie date of the cnactment of this Act, the Atlorney
General shall cstablish a national instant criminal background chock system that any (federa! fircarm) licensee may
contact, by (elephone or by other electronic recans . ., for information, to be supplicd immedincly, on whether roceipt
of a fircarm by a prospective transferce” would violats federsl, siate or local law. The lsw also requires the
Administration to expedite the upgrading of eriminal history records maintained by the FBI and, by May 1994, 10
defermine the type of computer cquipment to be used in the system, and the abilily of the staies (o provide criminal
records o the system. May 1994 has lonp sinee passed, and there is no indication that the Administration has
comphicd with any of the requircments placed upon it by the law. The Clinton Administration has rejecied Frecdom of
Information Act roquests for information on this subjest.

Brady Goes To Court

< US. Cireuit Courts have split on whether the Brady Act violates the 10th Amendment to the Constitution by
requiring local Jaw enforcoment agencics to conduct criminsl records chocks in assesiation with handgue purchases.
The Supreme Court has aproed 1o review the Mack and Printz cases in its noxt scssion.

** 1R 1412, the "Staggers bi,” named after ite sponsor, Rep. Horley 0. Staggers, {-W. Va.}

' “Keeping the banle sfive.” Tom Jackson, Tampa Tribune, October 21, 1993

) ' Asked “Aren't any handguns defonsitile?,” Jim Brudy responded, "For target shooting, that's okay, Grt s
Hoense and go o (he range. For defense of tie home, that's why we have police departments.” (*Int Step With: James
Brady,” Parade Magazine, Washington Post, June 35, 1994, p. 18) Dennis Henigan (HICT's Center to Prevent Handgun
Violerwe): Seif-defonse iz "not » fodorally guseanteed constitulionsl night.” (USA Today, 11/20491) Former 1HC] Chabr
Poie Shiclds: "Put up oo defense ~ give thean {the ertminsls) what they want . "{{luns Don't Die - People Do, 1981}
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Trete's no guestur showt 1 Al ogun tegis.

falinn can esiroy 1argel shodting, hunling,
gunt eollezung ang other orms of using and
enjoyhs frearms, Congress, vour sisle leg
isizrure, or your iozal Jaw-making body can
sharnly resifsict your gwnership ang use of
trearms by regesiration, Bcensing. and other
tenitemgnls, '

:
Tais Faol Booh erpleing the meivy facton
invoiven e fuegims fegistation Pezz i care-
fatvd Thes infoamation wili e o, CONSIOES
Crerasel laws cleath ang loplelly, B Wil
exabie you 10 arrive at an inle et judge
ment, : '

3

You owe it 1o ypursell ang 1o fyture genera-
lions of Americgng to undersiand what is in-
volved ix prenssed aun contrsis, Your i
terest and your voice can make the dilfer
ense between reasonadble regulstion and
fegigiztive srangulation.

e

A ——

1. Who proposes firearms legisiation?

Thise propod ¥y ma, Lome fiom Longrotsmen,
3 N SRR L | Bl LS AR S I L prhee, game
GEantimont, POt D9 &TT 0D QIRINEae
LT PEl Smy WY TEhbed ThRED Bunt Lause
SrmE, wi - TILhRLTES ReTiBnL whi ledr qan
ger leom an amipn OLILATY  PrOSteRLOMEls
whe wiwle stup all fening By rRgL-2ind lre.
BE pirtont whg Cwant W 46 seMeihing”
Absis weDlOREE o U 33TEEIN, 2nY andeatsals
who Deleeg il fegnims are disghes only io
il and have 0o plase B WGTAY & SBLEY, 16 any
122500,

Genersuy, 1 thewe groups ans sbaguals have
gonyg motves But f plisn hapoens thai those
OELCANAG the MBS SINASEAT COTIF0I are leasy
farmbpt wil, of have AHe 251 6EE 101 Dreaimy,

i there 3 consltutional aaleguard for fadarma
vwnars?

‘the Second Amendment to the United Staies
Constitulen  3ays: “A well eguiated militia
being necersary @ ine secunily of 2 free time.
the nghit ol the people 1o kesp and best zemns,
shafl not be infringed”” White NEA i2ken the
firm stang thal law-abiding AMEECENS e Lon-
stiutibraily enttisd n the legz’ ropihip and
usé o! firéarms, the Henind AmeuiMent has not
prevenszd frearms reguiaton on netional and

s

3
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$IALE Wi Ao, the few lodersd courr desi-
sipny involving e Second Amengment have
krgaly given the Amondment » eolleclive, Mk
tie Inpipistalion snd have Hmied the applics:
tion of the Amnndment 16 e Federal Sovern-
mend. :

The constitvbions of 37 states slise Coolain &
guaraniee of (e right 10 koep 8nd BEar arms.
Nevesthetess, the' couns have fepoatedry held
that firearms-control Iaws  enucied uhder
siale’s Tpolice power” gz constitutionsal,

%
Because of judicial precedent then, the congti-

bonm! argument is of Limaad pracsicst lifity,
H

v

*

How does HEA feel about permlis 0 purchase

H
oF passess & firearm?
i

A& sysiem of, petmits for Qun ownesship ofien
resulis It arbilrary decisions by the peemit.
msumng offtcisl. He actually detsrmines whe
piay bDuy 0f own 8 freaem. Even mora basic, &
PErED 10 DRICRAST OoF owis & Quit has neset
siappet Hreatms from reaching the hands of
cuimunziy, the mentatly distyrised, & Sthars who
stould not bave guns. Soon 3 permil doas, by
Bumeasome proledures and requirements, ¢is-

courage firezrms ownorship by reputahie, e

sponsitia citizens. The uze of a firearme—not its
ownership~is ptopeily the subject of legislative
conirsl,

-

YWhat about & llesase 19 cxery & concesiad
firuarm? -

A target shooter, huntar, o QO?leﬁwr*shauid not
have 10 tahe OUl B HiConse 10 carry B conveaied

e T ——— B

[FeE

tiiparm morely 10 tansport his BandQun tor faw-
fol sperung purposes. A peson of gond charaz-
7 &6 rapulSlion widhin) 1 Catly & conceaied
fesem  tor lepitimsie  sell-pioteciion  ghosld
comply with repsonabia conditions claarly set
forth in the law, Unon tulliting these congitions,
fhe issusnce of 8 BLenze 3hovuld he mandatory,
This hicense should apply 0 the act of carrying
ihe Weap‘an, 1ot 10 e faegrm itsell

Where dogs NRA stand on firearms gegisite.

Houn?

-

The strongest argumsnt sgainst registralion i
lis ytter tpiihty in redocing armed crime. Rege
istration ad«ozates admil that cumingls will not
tegister theit weapons snd Sre oot delorred
ftom arming themseives, 13n't It obvicus that o
person wiliing io risk penailies lor murdes, bur-
glary, assaull, or sobbery iy hardly going 6
worry about the penally for his unregisiersd
gun?

A cantrat registration lisg can hardly be censids
ersd » law-snigreement ool Altar ail, it only
bsls firearms ownsd Dy law-abiding Citizens,
ol crimingis. I addition, there i the danger
the list could be siaien o Ppublished, thus alert-
ing porerdial thisves to places fzom which fire.
ams sould be stoien,

The 1.5, Congress and many siale legislaturss
heve gone on record ax being oppoted i the
tegisivalion approsch. Many isw.enforgement
groups have sialed publicly (heir opPoLILGR W
firsarms registration, Thay state if is {nalfeclive
as 2 crime-fighting device and an unjusiilisg
burgen on iaw-abiding clirens, The internationa)
Assosiation o Cidels of Police st its QOctober

PRI E————— S e e A, U, L e — i R e W4 b e & b


http:hllfUl.no
http:puler.au
http:alb'~f.ry

Wy

W i — it . Wk 4 e 8 e

R e

4

1979 mecling ropooed; “Folice chisis see no
fink between Hosnsing snd regisieation, and -
duction in ile creme cats. The main thrusl need-
ad s 85 85 10 laniency 1oward Criminals In the
eoeris”

@
£

Sihar argumenis againat regln!r\atioa inciude:

a Sinne Tresrms ussd la crima are oftsn slo-
lan, registzation vould result in an innocent
former ownar of s gun being accused falsely.

b Regisiration Jnwiss (axstion, perhsaps aven
prohibitive taxation, and increases the pessibll-
Bty of Heaarmy p[mhibium or confiscation,

¢ Compulsory tzegzs!mtimz teany il & pof-
sor's nght o own & Grearm would dapend oh

T the judgment or whim of the regisiering aulhor

iy, !

L

i
4. The high cox of ndmin{sminq & registraticn
program can be justlisd ondy I 1t rasulls In
slgiificant orima. raduction, The recard falls w
show SuUch 8 rasuit,

Ll
a. Registrstion could crests aumernus “victine
jexs™ crithes by persons falling ta comply with
the raquirements because of ignorante Gr wm-
fwritlarity with (he exact proceduras.

k1

What sboul & walting petind betwean purchase
and delivery?

- q .
A wapitlng pariod coeid help in reducing cinms

3
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of passion and in pravanting pecpie with oom.
jnat records of dangnrous memial fHnesy from
scquiting guas. A walting perdod should be
cloariy spocified, fined, and ressomble In e,
sfior whith the frearmn chouid be daliverad un-
st e puschases s isqualified by the pollcs,
The burden of proo! should by on the polics.
A waiting period shouid not De used ox & moans
for requiring officlal permission i buy » gun

What sbhout exlsting federal firoanns lawa¥

Severat feceral laws govern the manulsciure,

. transporiation, shipment, receipt, Uansier, and

possession of frearms In commerce. The prne
£lps] federal sistuies are:

& The Gon Contral Act of 1968 1—prohibis
shipment, tzansier, or receipt of Gresrms or
amqnuaition in inlersiate or foseign commerce
axeept batwoesn federat fromrms Hcensoes {In
atort, It stops -malbarder selfes of guns); Bee
siops import of Tirsarms axeapt by tadera Hicon-
sees antt Hmits Imports to sporting firemrms;
S—dicensos manfusturers, Importers, denlers,
and pawnbrokers handling Grearms and amme
nition; 4--prohitdits recelpt or possession of
{irezems by certaln classas of people.

b, The Nationa! Fhesems Act of 1834 {revised
in 1958} taxes and registers fully sulomslic fire-
arms, sawed-cff nlles sng sholpuns, certaln
firenrms ouidllies, ano destructive devices,

o Tils Vi o the Crime Lonizo!l and Bals
Streets Act of 1968 prehibils oonvicted lelons,
purspns discharged from the Armed Forces yn-
gor dishonorable cooditiors, menis! Incompe-
tents, formes cliizens who have renounced {helr
sitirenship, and aliens iegally in the Unilad

7
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-Smu fzom POSSESSING Of roCHiving i“wamm in

" commetos, i
j

4 Aatstuts onscled [n 1927 pronibls maliing
concealabis Resscms, with certain sacepton.
{Posinl reguintions prohibit malling ammunition.]

:
. The Clvh Qisabediencs Act of 1988 prohilbity
the usa of, oF Indtruction & firesrms for o)
Glsordars, ot making 6t teansporting of fitesrms
Tor use 48 civil dixturbances.

£ The Feceral Aviation Act of 1658, as ameng-
#d, prohibits the oarrving of fitssrms aboard
passengar aircralt, sad the Matus? Secourity At
of 1354, as smenged, authorizes the Presidani,
through the State Depxrvasnt, to meguists ane
porstion of Hresrms.

Whai aboul sisie controly on firesrmi?

Undar our system of government, siafes have
“polica power™, L&, ihe power 10
henith, ssfety, and gensral waliare of thelr
inhabltanis. This means sisiés may conwgd
possession, ase, sale, purchase, and carrying
of firearms withis heie borders, All sisles have
gun sontre] statutes of some kind, and lhyy
eange from lenieat 16 prohibitive. There i no
yniformity, and none is foressan in the immedh.
sig Yuturs, Ench sals fegisiales tu suif Its own
ncal nud& ) .

i

.. 2
Wast I the relationship of crima 16 freatme
oompls?

- |
Firearms m;zziazicms: are pencrafly intended to
help teduce of prevent armed crime and acci-

8

st lor the-

W ——
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dents. Hiweyer, stuches by legisiative commit.
tens; sisizmanis by iswwnfocement groups:
andt teseurch Dy crimvingiogists, soiologists,
ad peychologisis sl indicats that vidlend Crirme

& not slgnificantly sffected by sccrssibiiity of

SitoRimi,

Statistical stodins show that Crime rales do ol
diffar greatly beiween staiss that have ficenting
requirsrvents and slates that do not No eon-
clusive pvidence smxists thay resiriciive controis
tinder crime of that fack of conttols lntresses

crime.

Anti-eaarms  proponents  lrequently  declare
thare is ¢ causal refationship betwean firearmy
and ctives. Thay Cile partist of selecing statis.
tics 1o "prova” thelr poin, and they dany tha
truthiuiness of halanctd evidence 0 the cooa-
ftary o3 being “misfending,” “seli-gzorving™ or
“insccutste.”

The mosi complete public source of U.S. erime

Tstatissds iy the F.B.L's atnosl Unlforss Qrdme

Reporis. This publication states:

Since the facioes which cause orime #&ro
many and vary from place to pisce, readers
&re Cavtioned agminst drawing coaciusions
feon direc! compasizeny of crime Lgures bo-
tween ingividuwl communites without con-
sidering tha tactory invoived , .. Lrime is &
socie! probter and Lhe concorn of the entire
community, The lew-enforcement offort it
Hiniipd 1o factors within ity control.

-

There Is mention of -factorg which affect crime
« « « Intluding sizn, compesition, and stabliity of
popuistion; cligmale: education; recreation; reli-
gicus charpcieristics; strength and standards of
jncal police torcas: pelficias of prosecuting offi-
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cialy and the t‘Eﬁﬂm; public attitugs soward Jaw-
enlorcemont problams: and the efficlancy of
locz: snforcement agencier. There Is no men.
tion lo thls report o eny impact firsarms <one
wels may have on crime.

. An inlores@ing -and revealing foreign viewpolnt

ait Tiaarms conlroie and crims i thar of Calln
Grosnwood, Superiniandont, West Yorkshire
Constabuisry, England, {n s book Freatsd
Control. Ha raakes the polst that in England and
Wales “Hsit » century of sisdct conirols on pls
tois hsy anded, pervarsely, with » {ar grasier
use of this clasy of wespon in Grime than ever
bafora . ., atswepling to deal whh the srimingd
use of frenrms by placing mere resirictions on
tlegitinate users % not lksly to schisve sny-
thiﬁg;“

Where doss NERA stsad on handgun cenfisca-
Hon? .

NAA believes that even I it were possible (o
confiscats the vast majority of hendguns, this
would ol remove guas from the hands of
crimings, j

Confiscating handgung, ja NAA opinlon, would
meko law-sbiding merchants, home cwners, and
othars who cboy Mo Tsw easy victisns of crim-
Tnats wha avada or disregard IL

Confiscation would crests a lucrative Hlack
markat for croanized crims and & new seurcs of

Income for criminals Many Persons possess
firoarins for salf dafense; confiscadion would
Neighien, not lessen, thair featings of insecurity.

Confiscating sn esiimatad 39 million hasdguns
wouid De s Buge fnancial burden 1o soziety angd

19
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flxk & iromendous ioss in Individust fraodom and
privaty.

What 1s your best defense gaine! undesieabis
fsgisjation?

Yhe baxt detanse is always a good offenss, -

Paositive sction on baheil of Grearms ownership
includes informing the public and public officigis
on proper use and place of frearms in cur so-
clety Whrough educasion, salely taining, and
publishing factual information. Thix affon be
romes more tmportant ax the media, Ingisistors,
ani cihers dermand more and more controls,

Somo forma » good offanse Can ke a8 Intters
i the aditor, guext eilorials, newepsper ag-

Jyerfisamenty, and damands for equal tdow o
"answer sditurinls on TV snd radio, You Can pars

ticipate In hoarings betore legisistive Commite

tees, ikt local businessmen's Stubks or thureh
#nd schonl groups; contact youe fegistalors; and

make your viewpsint known 1 spansors of anti.’

hunting and enti-firgarms advertising.

Shooting clubs st other sponismen’s groups
showdd puliicize thoir sctivitdes--foeanms safety
eoursbs, sanior and jonior marksmansidp tepine
ing, matches, conservation projects, and Huner
safaty programs, Hy publicizing these sctividay,
iviting the public to participate in Mational
Munting' snd Fisning Day, and offering Sighting.
i Oays and other public yervices, spurismen
can prova thelt Impenianca to the community,

The vitimats responsibiiity oSt rast o you and
ciher individus! sporiamen, i we are slinnt or
indifferant fo the thrext of lagisiation propossd
by persons with other Intsrasts, we cennot

11
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biame hose who maxe he [Aws. The thinking
cHizen must give his eimcied fawmakers aclive
voGal suppont o help them uyndetsisng the
gitlprence bemwesn ipsponsible and repressive
legistation. . |

I
A

f
42, What can you do't

He on the slert (e firgarms COBIol proposais
which may be introduced in Congress; in your
sile iegisiaiuie; or in your county, eily, oF
town. Thes use this guide 18 work for sound,
reasonable, firearms legisiation, Here's what
WAA spgpeei 1

o Obtain sl mqume information on a proposal

b Give this isformation 1 other sporsmen:
sportsmen’s. ¢lubs: conservalion groups. vels
geans, civic, ang othe? organizalions congarned
with good legisialion.

¢ When you consider & proposed faw, ask your-
seil: =

& Does W olisr § sensible answer 10 & teal
protilem?

* What is its purpgse, and is it rexsonable and
soung?

*°'1s this law necessary of does it merply add
to thos# technical resirictions which gan trap
an honesy ciizen ino being an unintentional
viciator?

* Wilt it sa?egynid your fights 98 an American

12
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cititan Yo possess snd use Tresnns lor tegitis
mate putposes?

% s it enforceabie and workabla?

# 1% 1{ a6 atitemm 10 accomplish by prohibition
what coutd be pener actomplished by ede-
cation and training?

# the proposed fegishaiion is good, support .
il 5 proposed law is useless, un-neaded or un-
entorceable, oppose it wgdrously and Intelli-
genty. Your gpirionw-given Driefly, ynemation-
akiy, and ¢izariy--muy e decisive in infivencing
your ewmaskes's voie.

WwWnen you weite 1o or speek with any lswmaker,
don't worey abou! being a8 “polished™ speaksar
ot auihat, Here are the heslo mitess

s, Ba courteous and sincere,

k. Be spegifisr identily the bil} by number untl
sponser and explam why 9oy Subpart It or
oppose iL

& Keep your letiee or statlement briet and pers
#nert.

. Present vahid faciy ang argumenits,
#. Do not exagyerats,
£ Compliment your iegisiator when he ikes a

s1A00 yOU apRrove,

13
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NATIONAL AIFLE ASSK. OF AMERICA & 1400 fhods Itand Ave,, B, Wath,, 0.C. 1604

Your NRA Membership Invitation |

Ploaun entell ot o1 45 BPA Meabar far 150 tnm Vn indieated
#1 9N, Send o my mand eurhip treduntials, iscloding wo NAA ¥,
Bsgat tmblam, 5w that L may anjay o} the Rensiils and aarvices

HAX alleny,
LT
1 3lpnmiste of Applicani}
Ramy
dbsan N -
ey, N . e Lirs
+ L J - : .
B iag’ Ve R .

{Signaturs of Endovtny

Hyndarehlp reqoids a3t sndoraament ot ¥ geod citfaon, The snderser
sy be 1 pravent NRA membdar, 9 pablic siiicial, sz wn oifigsr of tha

%3 Kemmud Fureny,

1 Yesr 8t 2000

1 Year HRA ANl
Club ot 38.7%

£ reary ot 31360
L1 3tan il
[ 5 Yems 0l 4250

{Sase $7.30)

3 Payment Eaclnsed
O Bl Ky .

a
a
£

Enttuse your paymeni
o Rl SRve FHEr Agyoe
slxtion SHilng covle and
Insursspeaty procensing
wl your creduniiain. -

n

|

bR Y




NRA SUPPOQRTS

1

S50 o

anbents,

.

ion for vie of firg-
£, froniblt possession of Hraarms by convicted falons,

.

Under B35 joop extadlished policy, the National Rilly

ARzsorintion supporss laws thet

& firanarm o7 facaimiie in tha commission of & crime,
drup addicls, hablual drunkards, fsgltives from Jus-

tice, meniai incompetents, ant luveaile ded

componen! Dans. |

arms by juveniles,

voling age,

& Contesl tha Importation of st Trearms and their

{. Prohibi firearms saies by deaters 10 persons yngee
3, Reguire mandalory peneliies for the posse

2. Reguire adequaie sdull supens

8. Control £l machine guns and gestructive devices.

¢ uge fireatmy for sport ana seil-Cetonsa,
17

ers and pawithrokees, xnd their weeping of tecorms,

1. Raquire icensing of manulacturers, importers, degi-
foc own Al

8, Atsyre citzens of good repute the cantinging right
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The totsl smount of ths
| 11,288 checks o those who
Hisd 195D state Income tax
returns wag oot koown, but
Bugher said the state {ssued
miore than L7 millon taw-re-
tund checks.

Kohl offers

ramended

Brady bill

By RICHARD BRADER

Sentine! Washington Bureny

Washingion, D.C. ~= Sen. Her-
hert H, opl {DWie) Wednsaday
offorsd 1 compromize Rendyun

.control proposal that was en-

dorsed by suppoeriirs and oppo-
giel?.m of the House-passed Brady
Kohl's amandmient to the Bras
dy bill includen:
oThe same seven-day welting
period for the purchase of » hand.
gun.

. #Mandatary  bsekgrousnd
chacks.

T WA cemputerized natiorpal

eriminal record system propussd
by the Naticnal Rifle Aunogiation.
. To pay for the record system,
Robl proposed & cormbination of
340 million in federal aid and a
user fes, whick, Kohf said, the

. NRA kad endorsed {n Wissonsin,

. long
. BHL® Sen. Jopsp

PR

“Without quegHon, that goes 2
way 10 stran
R. Biden Jn
ﬁ-ﬁei.), chglrman of the Senate
dldary Comumitten, said,

Kobi ang his staff worked out
the M with Sen, Georgs I
Mitchell (D-Maine) sad Sen,
Howard M. Metzenbauym {D.
Ghis). :

Mitchell, the Sanate Deriversl-
ie leader, apposed the Brady Wi
Msetzenhaim iv the Sensate spon.

© sor of the DY that 1s named for

i
H
1
i

T

'SEE PAGE 4/ Kohl

A racont aerial view fooking northwaest shows the ecops
of congtruction work in pregiress st the Siver Spring Or.  require 580,000 tens

arag of I5lerktats 43 |

an ths Bracy.

Funds for Brewers link

By AMY RINAHD
Santing! Madison Buresy

Madison - State funding to
belp pay for & new Brewers’ sta-
diam will Hkely b dependent on
& guarzitee tha tepr will stay In
Mitwnukes, stute officigls gaid
Wednesdsy, ]

YU we'ry going to joan them
the money, we ghouid have fome
puarantes the tgam will stay,”
watkes), whove district inchudes

Satanism

By PETER MALLER
Bontina) gttt writer

Halxam lake — A ray.
painted gign sliuding o Satan
worsikip and & late model car
tound In Minpesotz might be
ciuer explaining the mysterious
dlsappearancs of flve membars of
8 Polk County family, invesiigs-
tors sald Wedrnesiay,

A sign saying “Devil Worsaip
« Dertk By Flrs” wes found

April

County Stadiwm and the new éta.
diue sits.
James R, Klauser, secretary of

tha Department of Adminigtra-
Hon and a fop adviser o (v,
Tommy G. Thompsoa, said the
guaraniss requirement "3 on the
table.” .

“Ihes Brawers know that aod
zzbgy don't have & problem with
1.

In 8 mseting with Klsuser
Tussdey, e Brewars asked for

Wednesday mornin sctawied o

" plack on the wal] of the 5, Croix

Palix Musonic Lodge, Police Chiel

.Paul Lindholm said.

Polk County Sheriff Crafg Bene
ware jmpounded ths 1988 wilver
car belonging 0 Rick Bregizer,
35, of Cushing, who hay been
missing with his famlly szince

: 2. Mipnssotn suthorities

The automoblle was found on
3% 1n Harrls. Minn., five doye

3% millior
fitance th
bullding a:
Praviot:

£ the o
120 milly
Teawm ¢
the mone
Touriem !
wmxia Ho:
cpmen:
ke the
appropric

sign, car may

after ik
April 22
from wi
ties Sun
cig, & ot
the burr
jwast foy
ple.

A g2
turmad«

2% mik
Hved,

|

gsGot

Temorrow In Let's Go

Choreographer takes fresh look at 'C
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THE WHITE HOUSE

. A Office of‘the Press Secretary ’ - A

For Immediate Release A : Co . August 14, 1997

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

'
!

This week, Smmith and Wesson -- the world’s Zargest manufacturer of handguns -

" announced that it-is forging a partnership with the Master Lock Campzmy to provide a child safety

- lock with every handgun sold for commerc:lal use. | applaud both of these companies for their ‘
effe;rts to promote gun safety. o

| ;}fzmcuiariy want to ccmmend Smith and Wesson for taking an important and responsible
step for childrén’s safety, Child safety locks-are the right thing to do. In 1994, 185 children were
killed by accidental gunshot wounds. That is why my Anti-Gang and Youth Violence legislation
would require that all feéerally-hcenseé gun dealers provide such safety devices with every
handgun sold. And that is why on March 3rd I ordered all federal agencies to provnde child safety
Zaaiezs wzi?z the thousands of hzariguns they issue to f’ederal law. enfnrcemcnt officers.:

Child safety locks have garnered the wide support of law erzfor;:cmcnt, the medical
commurity, many Jocal governments, and now a part of the firearms manufacwuring industry. This
fall the full Senate considers the Anti-Juvenile Cnme legislation, [ hope zhey wilf mclude the child -
safety lock as part of thel legislation. '
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,:Another reason to get ' Kohl offers
Inwmble Fencing o amended

s Gives your dog Brady bl"

ﬁeedcmand safsly, .- kontsc ~ e , %

| + Frees you from warry || o eace ?"""'""'""'"""" —

. Mamtain beauty Qf former Wﬁi? gm;sa pross gecrs- |

y your pﬁ}p&ny . the attompt on than-Prasident. i :
Ronald Resgw*: Ute w yoars, .
v« 30 day money back - 50, >

. Brad ’a wile, Ssrad, who i
guamntee . ' imd: gun C&atrcl Ine, »aid.

+ Veterinarian approved. géﬁﬁ*ﬁ“é‘iazii"ﬁfé'c.’“é} g

and recommendad.
She said ths Kohi biji wczz!d

“ ‘ ‘keep ths seven-day walting peri~ *
\ od in pisce untll recards were

-k e

Invisible Fam of Snu!heast lmsconsln ma or & quicker background ..
P.C. Box 8063 2 3 and would provide up fne -
Elin Grove, Wi 83122 * . ' ggn!tivs 2:;; polica t0, apgude 5
784-8039, 102-5084 : e:r recor A RO
. - , 3 e P Th KQ};} bin HRA :

ab;actlom iato accb\m But -
.Seminar Servltes, Lid. | “they Il prohabiy :i:&:nz UpBEW.
, l~88Q~328~3232 R L ones,” ane aald,
ZQ_ . : ‘ Kobl's Jud!ciary z.iemmittw
Y 4 ’ ;- staff zides found that there were -
* ; . g - only about 30 votes in the Senste ,
: ' for the Hausa-pm Brady blll, "

i Raither the staff nor Koh!
could predict Wednesday wheth-
er the compromiss would provide
pnough pdditional votes to sond ¢ |
'hmd%zm control Wil to ?zas!dcnt
Euzh or hiuiguntura o e

“Bush hat sald he would tign 8
handgus control bill if it cams {0
itz desk along with the antl.
crims pamga @ proposad,

May3 1991

6»30 pnm&,” 10;00 p»m. (
(Docrs Open At 5:45 pam,)

" Embassy Suites Hotel

333 Main Sireet
Green Bay, W;sconsin _

- Bush has propossd ehmgel in
ihe exclugio puis, which re
-quires fodersl jdges to sxecluds
widzacc obtalned { agally

“It aljows for bad tzith X2 a
tions {to the exclusionary rule)®- .
Bléen told ruporters. It you flna -

ul, {28 OK (%o obtaly evidents -
w thout a search warrant). U tells
poiics, H you want to kick & door
down, fod & gun. That ratm the

. Haiivatur ’ Educator « Saiaaman » Aaihqr

OO Pleave Purchase Tickets In Advance I IS 1 0
&ﬁ Thckat Balee Flanl Limﬁﬁ Emol!mma '

e .

Nams

il _ —~ Tdephore( 1 temptation to pleat & gun.”

R e T ' - Thls Kohl sald he has recelved
5 Address P Fezit%w rasponas from both sldes |
- ‘ o " n the handgun debate i the Ben- -

§ Ciy State Zip' ata) “I'm not surprised, After all,

e 13 Mastnrined “ LIVISA 03 Amviesu Exprass i:‘z‘{:?-g{;k G;(I!} !;?;i Wgﬁ% 5] prcvnnt
Cradit Card ¥ l _ Exp. E}sn criminass from 'ﬁns gons”

3 _ \ L 3 Motzenbawn asked wimesses .
Signature . e , Tonl - at & Senats Judiclary Committes
o ¥ $35 per person on or befora 5722791, $40 ahrer tha! date, ﬁﬂgs& iﬁﬁﬁé the Kohl gﬁ‘ and
: # o $30 par persan for groups of 18 ar mora on or before res cautious gupport tromy .

‘ thres erities of the Brady bl —~
fino i;afziizl $38 after thet date, {We request payment using Charles Mee axacutlv%ydirectar !
o eredit card or I check per group) of the Nutlonal Sheriffs’ Assocla- I
st Mell check payable to Seminar Serviges, Lid,, P.O, Box ?5&5 Daa Moines, § | ton; Robert David, president of

et lowa 50322. TO REGISTER BY TELEPHONE uslngMasterCord, VISA, or | | E2€ Delaware State Troopers At .

Gen, Ernsst Preate. .

T A T TSP RERUUY PSPPSRI OTET S

Amerian Expres ol ol of 800328 5232 or (618927810, 5 soclaslon; and Penusylvania Atty. N
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US Senate
OKs 5-day

* » EDITION

gun wait

Full crime bill awaits vote

Wire ssrvicas
and Sentingl Washmgton Burosu

ste Friday approved a waiting
ﬁriod of five working days for

ndguy purchases as it Ipserted
the cantmvarsinl gun-control
provision known as the Brady bill
into comprehensive anti-crime
legisiation.

The landmark smendment way
approved on & §7.32 vote, » mar-

gin that surprised zven is most -

devgut supporterns,

Sens. Herbert H. Kobl {&Wis )
and Robert W. Kasten Jr. (R-
‘Wis.} voted for the measure after

-the Seaate adopted by voice vols
sn amendment {o exempt Wis-
consiu and 18 other states from
the live-day waiting period.

Those states already bave laws .

requiring walting pe:iaﬁs or
background checks.

Aftet days of haggiing, sides
fsd by Minority Lexder Bob Dole
(R-Kan.) and Sen. Howard M.
Metzenbaum {D-Ohio) feached an

The Senaie's va:izm ot the .

measure stiffens ths bil] thst

wmztan‘ DL, - The Sane ‘,cieared the Houss last month b}'

making potice checks mandatory
during the waiting petiod for ds-
fivery of handguns to waid-be
puschasers,

Usntike the House version, the
Senate's wouwld Uit the walling
petiod after 214 years. Then the
government would bave to set up
4 patloowide computer system
fur gun deslers todaake "iastant”

checks of prospective huyers o
czimiul

aee whather they had
records, L RS

The House bill required » sed-

en-day waiting period but Jeft the
checks for eriminal or menta! o
cords Ao the discretion of police. -

It weuld end the walting periad
one gtate &t a time, 89 sinte
get up & system of instant checky,

. Bt it 56t no dexd%iga !or mm:«

plishing that. -
The walting period for m
gm chases is called the Brady
o

James S, Brady, severely
wounded In 1881 when & gunman

b

“YWhan youw've felt the sting of
gunthozwwad, umm
md how Jim Brad

Brady feel™ sald Doﬁ:. m was

serfously disabled in World War
11 combatl and lost the ase of hia
t arm.

¥ohl, who bsl draft
measure, Aald: in the debste

-

aspecx.s a!thzba Bradrguihig gn:l
& powe
fie M for mandatory
fsut checks of buyers. - -
" The walting-period mvhi
the most controve
the crime bill, which wouii X

d the federal death ty, 1o
nclude nesrly 50 crimes ;mt

strictly. lmit the ablility of mate
: n*@&thg;tﬁm'

:kei
‘Presideat Bush has aigzm
that hs would ﬂg ths gun coo-
tml ngress. paawid
bill to his Hking. Aod
zdmiaimtiou officials huve ex-
pressed geners! satisfaction with

the messure mmhinod ibe bent'

accord that fed to swilt approva) g L& ENT then-Presfident Rom- +

of the hotly debated wait rule. &l R , o7 whom m the coutents of the bill uoder

dalate In the Senate, notably the

i ?éprm w o death naity and pmontt tm
R ] ny*ﬁ d&ne this 11, pro ‘
i VERTI A . better Iate than . wmnﬁn would m 22: the

;

“f;"ﬁeléy‘i'*" Brady, who rematus’
5}

gxg doge kzz bnln.%ia xad s
wife, Satab,
years to win ¢ of the Ks.
toric gun mutmi tmeasure.’

Xenate |
final acHon oh the overall

untll after Congress retorns from ‘

ita Fourth of July recess. The

House has not spproved &a om'& "

aif erime bl

{iole proposed thn
Cwalt t!u?r B .m

endlng debete md mos'lag to~
ward. finai -passage of iba bill.

“with the seven-day mls. . B
*Thit Is a historic uﬁwemt ;

i the US Senate.® Majority Lead.

ave lobbied for™

rsagrwdtodezﬁ :

$100 miltion includad in the WU
w upgrade miate eriminal records
tegrate them into the feders

zymm that will be used for

background checkx oy pmspoe-
tyve handgun purchasers,

Aldes 1o Wisconsin Atty. Gen.
James E. Doyie informed Kohl
that, with the federsl mmwr
Wisconsin could mily comply

with the blli's record-keeplng 13
quirements, said John umm *

a Kob) side on the Senats §
ry Cotmuitice who was in

la drafting the final versiss oi‘ the
guo control language. . . . me
P —— e
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Clinton Presidential Records
Digital Records Marker

This is ned g presidential record, This is used as an admimstrative
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Stalf,

This nwarker identifies the place of a publication.

Publications have not been scanncd in their entirety for the purpose
of digitization. To sec the full publication please scarch onling or
visit the Clinton Presidential Library's Research Room,
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Requires a license o buy o handgun; mandates finge ;mzzt
checks and satety training {or license applicants; inchides o
permanent 7-day cooling-oft period; and requires the
registration of ledg,un transters.

Ak Fa LR Rl L A s P b P T

Prohibits gun possession by those convicted of viokent
misdemeanors, including spousal abuse and child abuse;
and requires a special license for the possession of u gun
arsenad (20 guns or 1000 rounds of ammunidon).

Requires gun dealers o pay an anoual Heense fee of $1000;
prohibits the sule of more than one hand gutt g month o any
individual; mandates a federal license for ammwnition
dealers; requires backgrowmud checks for gun swre
cmployees; bais firearnys sales at guay shows; and creaes o
private cause of action for gun ke viokations,

Bans seminuronuatic assault weapons, Siturday Night
Special bandguns, and nonsporting anumunition, regulates
gun safety; and increases the surtax on handguns and

bandgun wmunition.

AT
LR BRLLETN STRONG . | | svgeikhig i
Fap mndaune i) of the wrorg aede.



