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Bush's Answers 
On Drug Use 
Create Turmoil 

By JOUI' HAAWOO{! 
SiG/J n-q>(Ir:.. , u!'t,Ut WALl. $,.",0;1;7 JUV1'l"'.o.I. 

WASIDNGTON-Texas Gov, Grorgt: 
W. BlISh'~ shifting answers tQ questions 
about possible drul{ use ha~~nernted the 
first signj;(cant turbUlence for his highny· 
ihlf GOP presidential eampaign. 

Alter refusing for momhS to respond to 
Questums about drugs, Mr, Bush told a 
Texas newspaper that he hasn't used ille­
gal drugs in tile past seven years. as is 
asked WI one background-check lann ttlal 
top V/hite House oWdll!! must fillouL On a 
campaign swing yt'Steroar. he extended 
his denial to a much km~r period, Vchun, 
tfcting t.'mt he "C{lu!d have plissed" a 
background chEclt inQuiring about drug 
use III the prior 15 years at flU: tlllle his fa­
lher became president in l!1&9. 

But he ll'.d his aides wouldr.'t addrtss 
\\'b.e~er he had used megal drugs before 
1914: when he was 28 years old, And by 

:~~" .': ..... :~';';-', ,<' ',. , .....,: abandoning Jus ~arlitlr refusal to discuss • 
.,,:.'" "';,'i,:C: '.~":~'!>::-' ;.:,':.: ....;{' ·~·~·,-'sp~cWi:s, the ftn.t'Ume nallOlial candldale.:.~ 

slDkec a brushfIre ol media attention ilial 
cheered hls GOP nvals and undef(;ut any 
momentum from hiS vidwy tn tast weel..:­
end's straw poll of JO,\\lI Republicans, 

"11'5 flO! helpful," said GOP pollster 
\\'hit Ayres, who isn't aligll:e<:! with any 
Nlfld'):late, He argued that the publIc's 
"nuanced vie'!'>' aboUt personal behavior" 
wl'Uld bave aHowed Mr. Bush loslj$taln his 
t'anier sile~c:e Wl1tlOut suffering ro1!tit'tll 
damal'n!, 

The <:(lntto-m;;j" is all the more trouble' 
Sllmr f:lr r.lr, 8us:J for two :-raS\jn~. A N>U­
:l'rJ'ift'~ 0: hI> l'an~pal"'TI IS hi~ (,:11 f(lr <l 
·'r~sJlf:m.Il>Il,ty ,,~a." ;)(oj the ,,:omms: he 

draws on lSsU% of m¢rality with ttlt> S(:an' 
dal'plagu«l C1inlml adminislrntnlJl, More' 
(lver, the matter has hurst into publk 'liew" 
from n~spapt'r headlines to late-nigh! TV 
talk-show jokeS, JUSt as hels im:o.-nmg bet­
ter knOW'll as somethmg mO!'t! than rnmply 
the aon nft.'le former p:esidenL 

Mr, Bush and his aides hiln~ a~cus.ed 
pol~tlcal oppnnents Of fueling the rolllro­
versy by Cittulatlng rumors of possible 
drug use. But some rh'als ipsist It's Mr. 
Bush's own selective handling of personal, 
morality questions-he has catego:lcally ~ 
denied mariwl infidehty, tor ins!1Ulee­
U"..a! OllS put him in an untenable position, 

"'Wll}' would you be so emphatic about 
marital Inridelity ... ;tno be $tI rttictn! 
and so evasive about this?'" asked Tony 
Fabrino, Elizabeth Ol1Ie's campaign 
strategiSt. "U he continues thls dance, he 
runs (he risk of being labelM\ Clin' , 
tonesque," 

"Cando; arid hnnes!y woo!d j)N)lmbly 
be his: best call." asserted Bill 0.11 Col, 
campaIgn strategist for Steve Forbt$, 
adding loa! Mr. Bush has '-created a ~r' . 
Cep1ion of lack of malu:!~y."' . 

Drug'use questions have dogged haby,
bOOm poJ1Hcl3_ns for mote than 11 decade. ' 
Presldellt Clinton ami VIce Prcsldtlot Al ' 
Gore, among others, ltave ackno\llledged . 
having experimented with mariju:mn: 
without sustaining sijtnifknnl pol\hcal ' 
damagei The l{ui:Stion of poSsible cocaine ", ~~:-i".;:..;,
LIse represents uncnarted waters; all ml' : 
jOt 2001) candidates except :;Ir, Bush- . 
who conC{!(les past "mistakes" bllt says 
he won't play the "gntchll jrame" on par­
ticular allegations-have demed eYID' us- : 
log it 

Cooservatlve publlSher William Kris!ol 
observecl that Mr. Bush has now placed 
himself "on a slippery slope" on the dnlt:: 
question, But Mr. Bush mSisted hIS la!t'~l 
remarRs have<lrn'"rn aline. 

''I've told the A:n!'ricun peopie al! I'm 
g-olng 10 lea tl:ern." 11(' s:1irl yeSl;>rc,.y, "If 
ll!P~' !lOIJ't :l!;.e it, tll,y til!! gIl flnl! M'lIh'>. 

txxI,I' eis>: te, \'O:t! )Uf. 
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