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Reno Oppcsas California Ballot ﬁeasure on Illegal Aizans
By CAROLYN SKORNECK
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON {aP} =~ Attornay Generai Janet Rene announced her
cpposition today to a California ballot measure that would deny
Boma beneflts to illegal aliens, including public scheoling for
children. -

”I‘m appcsea to it,” Reno sald under quesﬁianxng by reporters .
at her, weekly news conference.

’ "It doasn’t make sense to turn school teachers and nupges into
bardergpatral agents, it doesn’t maxe sensé to kick kids out of
scheol! or not to give them immunizations,™ ghe said, adding that
"even some of ths supportere are concerned that ?raycsitzcn 187 is |
unconstitutional.”

Alrspart orn the proposition’s ccnstitutzﬁnallty is being
prepared by the Justice Department’s Cffice of Legal Counsel.

Meanwhile, a poll released today reveals that gubllc support I
the propositiocn has dropped from & high of 64 percent in July to 52
percent this week. The telephone survey by the independent Field
Poll aantaataﬁ 681 pecple trom oct. 21-25, and has a 4.3 percent
margin of error.

In California, where illegal 1mm1qratzan is a hot 155&&,
gromznant Republican politicians running in tightly ceontested
alectxgns this vyear have endorsed it. They include Gov. Pete
W1ls¢n, who is seeking re-election, and Rep., Michael Huffington,
who is trying to ungeat Sen. Dianne Feinstein. In addition, the
state Republlcan party is one of the pr@pasztion’s bzggast ' \
financial supporters.

The propasiticn would deny non-emergency health care and social
sarv1cas to illegal aliens. It alse would prohibit illegal alien
chzldr&n frem going ¢o California scheools. A 1982 Supreme Court
decision ruled that public¢ schoeol sducation cannot be denied. °

ﬁonservatzvas Jack Kemp and William Bennett have cpposed the
propasxtiaa and President Clinton has expressed deap reservations
about it. \

Rano stressed the Justice Department’s afforts o baaf up
control of illegal immigration, saying, "We have devaloped over -
these last 18 months a comprehensive effort along the border.® :

Tha Clinton administration pledged two weeks agd Lo halt illegal
zmmlgratian across the Mexican border. Deputy Attorney General
Jamie- Gorelicx said at the time that nevw fences, lights, sensors,
=n1ght-vxsion scopes and additional Border Patrel agents wers belng

placadialcnq the 2,000~mile border with Mexico. The first intensive -
efforts began last €all at El Paso, Texas, and last month in
california south of San Diego. \ -

*I think we have got to continue our efforts against illegal
1mmigratimn while at the same time recognizing that there are ,
arltlcal constitutional issues with regpect to Proposition 187,% .
Reno aaid.

?ar the past few weasks, the Justice Department has attacked
Wllson on illegal immigration as he contended the administration
acted cniy after he started accusing the federal government of
1ﬁactlon.

Rano said it "cartaznly would make sense® for the Office of’

Legal §¢unsel’a review of the propc&ztzcn to be isgsued before the
election.
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