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Conference Seeks Solutions To Violence 

I 
WASHINGTON (AP) An anti-violence conference convened by Jesse 

Jackson explored possible solutions Friday to what participants 
called an alarming I rise in murder, assault and gun use among black 
Americans_ : 

The ideas included turning old military bases into training 
centers and getting black colleges to offer inmates a chance to 
earn college degrees~ 

'~Black colleges can stand up by taking the lead;' I Jackson 
said. '~Act so that the young in jail leave with different skills 
and hopes than they came in with. ,. 

Comedian Bill Cosby, a critic of violent or stereotypical images 
of blacks in the media, said there must be more domestic spending. 

"It's where you put the money. 11 he said. "Our people have 
been sending messages to those in the power structure in America, 
and they've been ignoring it~ We have got to clean up our act in 
the United States of America.' t 

COleman Lawton. who works with gangs in Chicago~ said prominent 
activists must lead the drive to get money and resources for 
grassroots groups~;then step aside and let those on the front lines 
do the work. ' 

Too often. Lawton said, longtime activists try to control how a 
problem is addree!lr..ed, rather than asking those closest to the 
problem what needs to be done~ That, in turn~ breeds mistrust 
between the people\who need help and those trying to help them, he 
said. ' . 

_·You got too many cooks in the kitchen. You don't need to be 
cooking if you don't know the recipe,'! Lawton said. "We need to 
work as a unit, together. If they keep up with this separate 
agenda, the violenoe, it's not going to stop.1! 

Military bases as training institutes or recreation centers was 
proposed by C. Delores Tucker~ chair of the National Political 
Congress of Black Women. 

She also suggested that schools extend classes into the evening 
or have year-round sessions to keep young people oCcupied. '~We 
must be serious about this situation~" Tucker said •• '"No one has 
the right .•. to poison our children's minds." 

Jackson~ meanwhile, sought to turn up the heat on two incendiary 
issues in the black community: welfare reform and President 
Clinton'S crime package. 

In a luncheon speech, Jackson called on black people to oppose 
welfare reform and the crime bill pending in the Senate. He urged 
them to press for more jobs and training programs and a reduced 
emphasis on building prisons to fight crime. 

Clinton wants to make welfare recipients more self-sufficient by 
limiting benefits and expanding opportunities to work~ His plans 
for fighting crime inClude increasing the number of availaole 
prison cells and police officers for community patrols. 

~'They are reactions, not remedies,'f Jackson said~ ~·We need 
relief and remedies born of hope, not reactions born of fear and 
expediency ~ ! , 

But Jackson also urged blacks to change a culture of 
victimization. 

··To $urvive~ we cannot mirror nor imitate the worst of 
society," Jackson said. ~~If change is to come, the victims of 
violence, the black community, must stand up." 
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: Marking progress Oregon-style 

Oregon Benchmarks 
is being eyed nationally 
as process thatworks 
By N6:AL R. petReE 


