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President Clinton Announces
Resumption of Daily Paints of Light
S Award

4:?&3:#'5 Recognize Qutstanding Service and Bulld on Momentiun
: of Presidents’ Summit

\ . .
WASHINGTON D.C. - President Cliaton today announced the resumption of the
Daily Points of Light swand, President Bush’s program fo recognize cutstanding
velunteer service. Tha program will be jointly administersd by the Points of Light
Foundation and the Corporation for National Service, with funding provided by The
Knights of Columbus Supreme Council,

“The Points of Light initiative was one of President Bush's most creative contributions
to the cause of volugteer ssrvice,” said Presideny Clintan, *1'm delighted thiat once

. again we will recognize and hold up sxampies of ordinary Americang doing |

extravrdinary service. These awards will give special recognition o those whe
advance the goals sef af the Presidents” Summit that convened in Philadelphis last
April”

“The era of big government is over bul the era of big challenges is not” said Harris
Wofford, CEQ of the Corporation for National Service. “To meet our challenges, we
noed big citizens and effective citizen action. The Daily Points of Light awards will
highlight success stories and spread the word that active citizens make & difference in
their community.”

Points of Light Foundation CEO Robert Goodwin seid, “The Daily Points of Light
wers cherished by the more than 1,000 peopie who received the award during the Bush
administration. Restoring this recognition is ons very specisl way we canall say thank
you to those wha serve. By rolling up their slesves and serving, America’s volunteers
are forging new connections with others jn need. It's this spirit the award honors.”

|
Crested in 1993 with bipartisan support from Cangress, the Corporation for National
Service is a public-private parmership that administers three nstional service injtiative
- Ammﬂc:rps, the Senior Corps, and Learn & Serve America « programs that involve
“more than 1.2 million citizenwof all ages aud backgrounds io results-driven serviee,
The Corporation was cosponsor of the April Presidents’ Summit for Amenica’s Future

© with the Points of Light medntma

4 ———— -

’1‘1}&: Points of Light Foundation, established in May 1990, is & nonprofit, nonpsartisan
organizmtion. Its mission is to engage more people more effectively in volunteer
community service that helps solve serivus social problems. The Foundation
aceomplishes this mission by working with a natioral network of abowt 500 Valunteer
Canters; Hundreds of corporate emplayce voluprser programs; other ponprofits; youth
and family organizations; and the medis.
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November 3, 1897

Stephen B. Silverman

Deputy Assistant to the President
Cahinet Affairs

Oid Executive Office Building
Washingion DC 20500

Dear Steve,

Ins case you can't get back to me by phone right away, [ want vou 1o know how
urgent it is forthe President to give his blessing to the resumption of the Daily Points of
Light, and for us to let Bush know this.

1 understand the problem some had calling it the “Presidents (plural) Points of |
Light”” That problem I thought was solved by not calling it anything but the Points of
Light award. Then, I would hope, the President and, logether or separately, former
President Bush could send s leiter of congratulations to the award winners, We might
want the first batch to come to Washingten for the April Volunteer Week service awards,
As you know, the Points of Light Foundation, in close collaboration with the
Corporation, will administer this; the Knights of Columbus will contribute to the
administrative casts; and we will be well represented on the selection committee,

Fiease remember, the resumption of the awards is part of gur strategy for the
Corporation and for the reauthorization of AmeriCorps. I've been pressing for it within
the Points of Light Board, and am now deeply embarrassed by the delay. | wanred it
announced at the Summit in April, and then at the major annual Volunteer Conference in
June in New York. Every week or two ['ve had 1o try to explain the delay to Bob
CGoodwin or to his board chairmen or others who are ready to go. Getting the Knights of
Columbus involved was a coup and we've had (o try to keep them aboard.

Most u%gemi}r, we want this fo be cleared by the time of the Bush Library
ceremony. For months that has been the warget date. Bush has been awaiting word from
me about President Clinton’s support.

Bush was very happy when he learned abour the Foundation’s plan to resume the
awards. He ltked the idea of calling it the Presidents’ (plural) Points of Light but is
satisfied with just calling it the Points of Light award, I've just learned that he is now
planning to announce the resumption as part of the ceremony whether or not President
Clinton wishes 10 join in endorsing . Nerther he nor anyone connected with this would
understand the lack of a Presidentisl blessing. | assume that Bush’s goodwill is importamt
for the President on a number of fronts, as it is to the Corporation an the vital front of our
reauthorization. :
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What | want the President to say is simple. For example:

“I'm delighted that the Points of Light Foundation, in cooperation with the
Carporation for National Scrvice, will resume the daily Points of Light Award
initisted by President Bush. That initistive was one of President Bush’s creative
contributions to the cause of National Service. Those awards —to more than a
thonsand Americans — provided outstanding examples of citizen service. The
swards in the yesrs to come will give special recognition to those who advance
the goals set at the Summit for America’s Future that President Bush and I
convened in Philedelphis last April, with the help of our fellow Presidents and
General Powell, By such citizen service, the individual Points of Light can be
combined into the Communities of Light President Bush envisioned ~
communities that fulfill America’s Promise for all their citizens.”

‘ Steve, my credibility and that of the Corporation the President asked me to head
. are at stake here. From toy first talk with the President about this job, [ outlined the

strategy of close collaboration with the Poinds of Light Foundation, The President
concurred and said he was sorry he had not heard about the invitation to be honorary
chair of the Foundaton with President Bush, {The Foundation and President Bush never
got an answer lo that invilation.) The President said that be would have been happy to
say yes, and that he thought the Points of Light was one of the best things Bush did. The
President told me the one thing Bush asked him, at the Inaugurstion, was to take care of
his Points of Lipht - and the President said he would.

Giiving support to the resumption of the Points of Light awards is a small thing.
Not doing so would be a big set back. It would seriously impair my own remarkably
fruitfu) rolationship with Bush, who has becn paving & way of goodwill for me and the
Corporation with many Republican and corporate leaders. [ think the President’s own
relationship with Bush would be advanced by saying yes, and by doing it graciously in
connection with the opening of the Bush Library,

For the Corporation’s reauthorization carnpaign that begins as soon as Congress
goes in recess, ['ve been counting on the support of key leaders of the Points of Light
Foundadon. This involves the Romney family, and the Mormon connection through
them and the Poinis of Light Board chair, and the Foundation’s supporters in the Senate,
This fabric of support we've been weaving, with success, needs to get stronger, not te be
unraveled.

If we can't get this resolved, | must press to see the President about this. I'd

rather see him about the other steps forward we are proposing, not one we should have
taken six months ago. '

Sincerely,

ﬁrris Woiford '
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