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President Clinton Announces 

Resumption of Daily Paints of Light 


Award 


A~an:ls Recognize Outstanding Service and BuIld till MDmentum, 
o£Presidents' Summit 

, 
WASHINGTON D.C. - President Clinton today announced the resumption of the 

Da,lly PoinTS ofLight awatd, President BU1lb's program to rccogniu outstanding 

volunteer Sl!.rViee. The program wilt be jointly adminiS1l;'lrf'Xi by the: Points of Light 

Foundation and the Corporation for National Servic:e, with funding provided by The 

Knights o,~ Columbus Supreme Council. ' 


"The Points of Ught initiative'was one ofPresident Bush's most creativC' contributions 
to the cause ofvoluDtcCT service," said President Clinton. u1' tIl delighted that once 
again we will reeognize and hold up examples o{ordinar:Y Americans doing. 
clttn'lordinary :;crvjce. These awards will give special recognition to those who, 
advance the goals Stt at the Presidents' Summit that c;;onvened in Philadelphia last 
ApriL" . 

: 	"The era ofb!S government is over but the era ofbig challenges is not." said Harris 
Wofford. CEO of the Corporation for National Service. "To meet our challcng('s. we 
need big citizens and effcetiv'e citizen amon. The Daily Points of Light awards: will 
highlight success stories 8I'Id spread the word that w:tive citizens make a difference in 
their community." 

Points of Light Foundation CEO Robert Goodwin said.. "'The Daily Points orUght 
wen:: c:herished'bythe more than 1.000 people who received the award during the gush, 
administrarioa. ReSitoring this recognition is one very special way we caa.aU SD.y thank 
you to those wbo serve. By rotJiDg up their sleeves and serving. A~erica's volunt=rs: 
are forging new cortneCtions with other$ ln, need. It's this spirit the awaNI honoJ5," 

I 

ciuteo. in 1993 with bipartisan suppo'(t from Congress, the Corporation for National 
SCrvice is a publie""Private patmership thlt administers ~ nctional service initiative 
_ AmeriCorps. the Senior Corps:. and Learn & Serve Amerl1;:A - programs that involve 

- mQre than 1.2 million c;jtiZfl!1l8vf aU ages ud backgrounds in results-driven'service, 

The ~tion was cosponsor ufthe April Presidents! Summit for AmericA'S. Future 

with the Points ofLight Foundation. 


, 
The Points ofLj:ht Foundation. established in May J990, is It nonprofi4 nonpartisan 
O~l:Ulizatlon. Its mission is to enGage more people: more effet<tively in 'Voiunteer 
c::om~unity ser-<ice that helps solve serious social p,?bicms. The Foundati.on 
accomplishes this mission by working with a national network of.bout 500 Votun\eer 
Centers; hundreds of c:orporate employee volunteer progntms; other nonprofits; youth 
and fiunily crganiutions; and the media. . 

http:Foundati.on
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November 3, 1997 

Stephen B. Silvern"Ul 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
Cabinet Affairs 
Old ExeeutiveOffice Building 
Washington DC 20500 

Dear Steve, 

In case you can't get back to me by phone right away, r want you to know how 
urgent it is fbr:the President ta give his blessing to the resmnption of the Daily Points of 
Light, and fi:)[ us to let Bush know this.

I . 
I understand the problem some had calling it the "Presidents (plural) Points of 

Light." That prOblem I thought Was solved by not calling it anything but the Points of 
Ligbt award. The.. ! would hope. the President and. logether or separatelY, former 
President Bush could send • letter of ""ngratulations to the award winners. We might 
want the first batch to come to Washington for the April Volunteer Week service awards. 
As you know. the Points of Light Foundation, in close collaboration with the 
Corporation. will administer this; the Knights of Columbus will contribute to the 
administrative costs; and we will be well represented on the selection committee. 

, 
Please remem~r. the resumption" of the awards is: part off!l!t strategy for the 

Corporation ~d for the reauthori7Jltion of AmeriCorps, I've been pressing for it within 
the Points ofLightBoard. and am now deeply embarrassed by the delay. ! wanted it 
announced at the Summit in April, and then at the major annWll Volunteer Conference in 
June in New Xork. Every week or two I've had to try to explain the delay to Bob 
Goodwin or ",his board chairman or others wbo are ready to go. Oetting the Knights of 
Columbus involved was • coup and we've had to try to keep them .bow. . 

Most urgently, we want this to be cleared by the time of the Bush Library 
ceremony. For month. that has been the <arget da..,. Bush bas been awaiting word from 
me about President Clinton '5 support. 

Bush ,,'as very happy when bel.amed about the Foundation', plan to ",surne the 
awards. He liked the idea ofcalling it the Presidents' (Plural) Points ofLight but is 
satisfied 'With just calling it the Points of Light a"Yard, I've just learned that he is now 
planning to annOWlce the resumption as part of the ceremony whether or not President 
Clinton ~'ishes to join in endorsing it. Neither he nor anyone COlUlected with this would 
understand the lack of a Presidential blessing, lassurne thllt Bush's goodv.ill is important 
for the President ou tl number of tronts; as ir is to the Corporation on the vital front ofour 
reauthQrization. 
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'W'hat J.want the President to say is simple. For example: 
"I'm delighted that the Points of Light Foundation, in cooperation Vvith the 
Corporation for Na.tional Service:. will reswne the daily Points of Light Award 
imtiated by President Bush. That jnitiative was One of President Bush's creative 
contributions to the cause ofNational Service. Those awards - to more than a 
thousand Americans - provided outstanding examples of citizen service. The 
awards in the years to corne will give special Tet::ognition to those who advance 
the goals se, a, the Summit for America'S Future that President Bush and I 
convened in Philadelphia last April, with the help ofour fellow Presidents and 
General Powell. By such eitizen service" the individual Points ofLight can be 
combUled into the Communities ofLight President Bush envisioned ­
communities that fulfi.Jl America's Promise for all their citizens." 

Steve, my eredibillty and ~ ofthe CorpoIation the President asked me to head 
are at stake here. From my first talk with the President about this job. routlined the 
str.tegy of close collaboration with the Points ofLight Foundation, The President 
concurred and said he was sorry he'had not heard about the invitation to be honorary 
ehalrofthe Fqundation with President Bush. (The Foundation and President Bush never 
got an arurwer to: that invitation.) The Presideru said {hat he would have beenbappy to 
say yes, and tIi.t he thought the Point. efLight was one of the hest things Bush did. The 
President told Ille the one thing Bush aslred hin4 at the Inauguration, was to take care of 
his Points ofLight - and the President said he would. 

Giving support to the resumption of the Points of Light awards is a small thing. 
Not doing so would be a big set back. It would seriously impair roy own remarkably 
fruitful relationship with Bush, who has heen paving a way of goodwill for me and the 
Corporation with many Republican and corporate leaders. I think the PresidenCS o'-VIl 
relationship with Bush would be advanced by saying yes, and by doing it grn.eiously in 
connection with the opening of the Bush Library, 

For the Corporation's reauthorization campaign that begins as soon as Congress 
goes in recess, I've been counting on the support ofkey leaders ofthe Points ofLight 
FoundauOll. This- involves the Romney family. and the Mormon connection through 
them and the Points of Light Board chair, and the Foundation's supporters in the Senate. 
Thts fabric of support we've been· weaving, with success, needs to get stronger, not to be 
unraveled. 

[fw¢ can't get this resolved, I must press to see the President about this. I'd 
rul:her see him about the other steps fotward we are proposing. not one we should have 
raken six. months ago. 

Sincerely, 

it?::fford 
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