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I 	 GENERA!. POWELL: Goc;>d morning I ladies and gentlemen. 
You look wonderful out there: this morning, ,They were worried 
last night that the niin would 'wash this out t and as· early as 
this morning there were calls flying around 'town at 5:00 a.m. in 
the morning, should we'mOVE it. ,The answer was, it will not 
rain, not on this parade,! not today, not 'with what we've got 
gcnng on. Andl 1 t dld not and it wlll not. \ Appl ause. ) 

,Over 200 years ago, a group of volunteers gathered 
on this sacr,?d spot to found a new !1ation. In perfect, words, 
they voiced their dreams and aspirat~ons of an'imperfect world, 
They pledged their lives, their fortune and 'their sacred 'honor to 
secure inalienable rights given by God for life, liberty; and 
pursuit of happ::.ness -- pledged that they would provide them to 
all who would lnhabit this new nation. 

They look down on'us today in spiri-:, with pride for 
all we have done to k~ep faith with their ideals and their 
sacrifices. Yet, despite all we have done, this is still an 
imperfect world. We still live in all imperfect socie'ty: Despite 
more than two centuries of mor'al and material progre'ss, despite 
all our efforts to achieve a more perfect UniOn, there are still 
Americans who' 'are not sharing in the American Dream. There are 
stlll American's who are not sharing in the Mel'iean Dream. ' There' 
are still Amerlcans ·,."ho wonder; is the journey there for them, 
is the dream there for them, or, whether it -is, at bes't, a dream 
deferred. . 	 ' ' , 

The qreat American poet, Langston Hughes, talked 
about a dream deferred, and he·said, "What happens to a dream 
deferred? ' Does it dry up li·ke a raisin in the sun. or fester 

I"" like a sore and then _l..~un? . Ooes it ,st:1.nk like rotten ~ea~ ':'..j[', 

\" crust: and s'J.gar over 'like a syrupy si-~'eet? Mayb~ it just sags,
like a heavy load. Or; -does i: explode,?l1, - . 

. 	­
, For too many YOt:ng Amerl~ans. that dl:eam deferred 

does sag like a heavy load tha-;;.' s pushing them down linto' the 
ground, and theY,wonder if they can, rise up with that load. And 
as we see too often in· our daily life/'it does explode in 
violence. in y-oungscers falling dead, ,shot 'by other youngsters, 
It does explode, and it has the.potential to explode our society. 

So today;.- we gather here today to ',tJleuge ·that: the 
dream must no :longer.be deferr~d and it will never, as long as we 
can do aI1ything about It. become a dream denie,d. That 16 why we 
are here, my friends. (APplause.) We .gather here to pledge that 

" 	 those of us who are more fortunate will .not forsa'ke those lI,ho are 
less fortunate. We are a compassionate and caring peoplr.: We 
are a generous people. We will reach down, we will reach baCK" 
we will reach lacross to .help our brothers and sistel's who are in 
need, 
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l\bove all, we pled<;ie to i-each out to the most 

vulnerable members of the American fJ:mily, our children.. As 

you l ve heard, up to 15 million young Al.nericans today, ar€:: at risk. 

They are at risk' of growing up unskilled; unlearned or, even 

worse, unloved. They are at risk. of growing up physically or 

psychologically abused. They are at risk: of growing up addicted 

to the pathologies and poisons 'of the .street. They are at risk. 


'of brlnging up chlldren into the world before they. themselves 

have g::own up. They are at risk of, never growing up at all. 

fifteen million young lives are'at rlsk 1 may' not make It unless 

we care enough to do something about it, 


In terms of n"t,uubel"S, the task ,may seem staggering, 

But if we look at the simple needs that: ,these children have, then 

the task is manageable, the goal is achievable. We know what 

they need. They need an adult car:nq pers"on 1n their life, a 

safe place, to learn 'and grow, a healthy start, marketable Skills 

and an opportunity to serve so that e.arly in their lives they 

learn the virtue of serVlce so that they can reach Qut ,then aad 

touch another yotlng American in need. 


These are basic needs that we commit ourselves 

today, we promise today, We are making America1s promise today 

to provide to those children in need. This Hi a" grand alliance. 

It ~s an alliance between government and corporate A~er1ca and 

nonprofit America, betweE'a our institutions Cit faith, but 

e~peci~lly ,between individua: Amer1cans. 


You heard the governors and the mayors, and you'll 

hear more in a little mlnute that says the real answer is for 

each and everyone of us, n.ot just. here in Philadelphia, but. 

across this land -- for each and everyone of us to reach out and 

touch someone 11) need, 


All of us can spare 30 minutes a week or a:1 hour a, 

week. All of us ca'n give an ~xtra dollar, All of 1;S can' touch. 

someone who doesn I t lOOK llks us, who doesn t speak like tiS I who·­

may not dress 11k€: ~S, but, by God, needs us in theu· lives, And 

that's what We all 'have to do to keep t;hlS going. 


And so there ' S d spirit of PhiladelphiR here today .. 

There! s a spirit o"f Philadelphia that we saw yeste.rday in 

Germantown, There is a spirit 0= Philadelphia that will leave 

Philadelphia tomorrow afternoQn aJ~d spread across this whole 

natico'-- 30 governors will go back and spread it; over a =00 

mayol's'w~ll go back and spread it, and hund~'eds of others, 

leaders aro'.lnd this country'who are watching will go back and, 

spread It, cQxporate Ameri(':3 will spread It, nonprofits wl.ll 

spread it. And each and everyone of us will spread it because 

it has to be done, we have no, choice, We cannot leave these 

chi1dren behind if ,we are going to meet the dreams of our" 

founding fatJ;t-rs. . , " 
,Il ~ 

And so let us a:l jotn In this great crusade" Let 

us make sure tl:at 1':.0 clllld il: America 1.3 left behind, 'no child in 

America has th~ir dream deferred or denied. We can do it. We 

can do it. because ,we are Amerlcans. We are Amerj,cans who draw 

'our strength from t:his place: We are Americans who believe to 

the depth of our hearts that. this is not a land -that; was put. here 

by historic aCCident, it is a land that. was put here by Divine 

providence who told us to be good stewards of the land, but 

especially to be good stewards of, each other. ' Divine Providence 

gave us :his land, blessud J.t and· told us always tc -be prout:! to 

call it America. 


And so we go fqrward. Let· s go save our children', 
'Thank you very much. (Applause.) I 
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VICE PRESIDENT GORE' Thank YOU', (Applause,) Thank 
you very much. Thank you, Oprah. '1'0 ali of the ,distinguished 
guests; President and 'Mrs, Clin~on, and former President and Mrs, 
Bush; former President Ford; Mrs. Reagan; General Powell and Mrs. 
Powell; to the governors and, mayors' and senators and congressmen 
and cabinet members; and most of all, the volunteers: This ~s an 
historic day. And I want to thank yOll, Oprah, and once again 
thank you, General Colin Powell, for organi+:lng this project 'and 
for standing strong for Amerlca 1.$ children. We're grateful to 
you, the whole country is. \ ,1I:pplause. ) 

, , 

. In the Bible, proverbs counsels u,s r HDo not Wl thhold 

good 'from those who deserve it when it is in your power to act." 

And later in Isaiah, we learn; u'1£ you spend yourselves on behalf 

of the hungry I , and satisfy the needs. of the oppressed, then your 

light will rise in the darkness and your night will become like 

the noon day," 


Today, in America, more and more citizens are 

reallzing that' it is w;t.thin our power to act. And across 

America. noon day 19 spreading a warm light of compassion and 

commitm;;nt, a new spirit of service ':'n Americ~. We're seeing it 

r19ht now in North Dakota, where tens of thousands of relief 

workers and volunteers responded instantly ari.d selflessly to' 

those terrible, floods. President Clinton and 1 have seen these 

qUlet America!) heroes 111 action firsthand, and we have all been 

inspired by what they are. doing· right now to help neighbors in 

distress. That's the Amerlcan way. 


We saw this spirit of service six days ago on" Earth 

Day, Amexlcans of tod:'rj' h'onorin~i their dm:y to Americans of 

tomorrow by pledglnq to be good stewards of the environment -- to 

make sure subsequent generations lnherit alr r water and land that 

is clean, healthy and safe, 


We saw it 10 days ago on NetDay, when tens of 

thQusands of Americans came together to pull cable, install 

software. hook, up computers and connect America's classrooms to' 

the rnformatlon Superhighway. And we saw it last year 
t 

-especlally throughout the South, -when nelghbors; black and white, 
joined hanns to hol.d back the forces, of hate and ,rebuild churches 
and synagogues and other houses of worship that had' burned to the 
ground, and say, we won't stand for it here in the Unit~d states 
of America. We're one nat.ion, ,one community, under God and we I re 
COI1'.1ng togethe::." to help pne another. (APplause. ) 

And we saw it yesterday here in Philadelphia on 
Germantown, Avenue. This spirit serV1ce is both rlch with 
tradition and fresh.with pOSS1bility, It is as timeless as " 
Independence DaY. a~ld as moder."n as NetDay, as old as America and 
as young as AmeriCorps.. And we, 'all of us, must do everythlng we 

'..can do to·"Ke·,~p this~irit growino." " 'I'"' 
';' . ~: - .~ '"' 

The work of this summit is just beginning. Its 

goal! of course: ,to provide 2, mil,lion young 'Amer1cans access to 

opportuni ty and opportunl ty and the fundamen :al reSO',irces they 

need by the year 2000 -"- 2 milLion by. 2000. We can begin by 

really hearing what others have' to say." Indeed, sometimes the 

greatest act of service we can perform is to 'listen carefully., 

especlally when we listen to our children. 


So le~'s, listen to them no....'. TWa weeks' ago, the 

.summit ~nvited ;young playwrights and ,students from allover 

Ame'!:."ica to create an open letter that would tell ,grownups how 

they see the goal of this summit, Here now is a peek behind the 

scenes at"'"these youn9 AInerlcans wrestling with the same issues 

that confront us all. / 


{A film 'is shown.) 

'1( * ** * 
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PRESIDENT FORD: As we meet at this his~oric hall to 
begin this 'crusade of giving, sharing and caring for the American 
family across the. land, especially the 15 l!lillion young girls and 
boys 'who need our help, we shculd be optimistic, not ,pessimistic, 

Sadly, every day -the news - media reports the, growing 
number of broke~ home.s, inadequate single family problems, drug· 
problems rampant in, our schools and on our streets, with gang 
warfare loose in me-tropol! tan communities. Should we surrender? 
Should we capitulate 'co the ~orst elements and the challenges in 
our society? The answer is, emphat.lcally, ::10. (Applause:.). 

, We in Ame'rica, ,thank goodness I have the tools ~o win 
this war, The solution is loc~l and personal with generous 
financial support across the land, Yes, in our hometowns, from 
the Atlantic to the" Pacific, .from the Canadian border to the 
car.tbbean, people and orqanizatlons, can tUrn disasters to 
S'...lccess, 

1 personally am optimlstic because I've seen 
firsthand a BOy Scout scoutmaster take a tenderfoot or a troop 
from-the worst circumstances and redirect their lives. The same, 
of course, is true with the Girl Scouts; the camptil;e Girls, 
Again, as mentors we see identical benefits, fro;n, the ,Big 
Brothel's. Big Sisters,' the Soys and Girls Clubs throughout 
Amerl.cB.,.' Duri:1g 'the tern.bIe economic Depression o( the 1£1305, I 
witnessed firsthand the uplifting impact of an athletic coach on 
a player or .on a' team when their families were on welfare or 
actually in, bi'ead lines, Today, tl'i"e parent: coaches of Little 
League teams do a supe.rb jobs as :nento:;s, teaching not only 
teamwork, but athletic·skills and healthy habits, 

A pat.on the back and sound advice can help a 
troubled boy or a troubled girl iIi despa1r.. A top-notch mentor 
can combine winning the game and winning the life, Our churches 
and'synagogues, from the pulpit to the sunday sch(Jol teacher, can 
reach out.' embrace the youth In the,lr congregation, I've always 
admired the wonderful, unselfl,sh work of the lndividual members 
of the, Salvation Army, Today they arE' successful mentors because, 
of their spotless dedication .to helping America's youth, 

, 
A major goal of this summit is to recrlli t voluntary 

mel:.r:ors who are willing to listen to and s't:.and by a' youth tlll'ouqh 
JOYs as weL. as frustraticns. 'Our rr.enta~"s must have that unique 
abillty to help the child discove::- and develop his or her' 
.talents, Right now, young Americans ':leed 2 million VO,l.u:1tfter 
mentors who will be caring adults. We warmty welcome volunteers 
from all walks of life in thlS great land Co join in this 
cr itical crusade" By steppir:.g forward, in this ,Gri~ns, you can 
have a tremendous impact and a ::.remel1dous b€"nefit in the 

, challenge to save our youth .. What we do here and what you tio in 
,• : this de(~I\de can mak~ a bet.ter AlT':'i:.l'ic.{ for :.he !text ct?intu~y .•: . 

I say to all of you throughout the land, the dooL' of 
opportunity 15 wide/ wide open. Please join co~in Powel~· and all 
the others at this hls,toric summit, This is truly a call to 
national serVlce, Thank you. ;App:ause.) 

1( *' * * 1< 

PRESIDENT CARTER.: , (speaking by videotape.) to, a 
child finding his or her way in the world, thlS should not be a 
privilege, it. should be a right. If your street isn't safe, fear,
is your cons tant companion, I f your school and playground aren't 
safe, your focus is on survlving, net learning. If your home 
isn't safe, you have nowhere else to go, This 'summit recognizes 
chis by designating a safe place one of the five fundamental 
reso~rces. Kids need a place where they can just be kids, where 
they can play~ learn, groJ-J withou-:: constantly looking over their· 
shoulders. 
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At the Carter center, we have a program ,called 

Atlan::a pro:ect,. founded on the'bedrock of volunteerism,. A 

couple of 'years ago thousands of volunteers fanned out across 


.some of Atlanta's paores':' neighborhoods. Going door to 'door, 
these volunteers asked theil~ ne.ighbors to l'ist thel.r, major 
concerns. and' to suggest ways :'0 improve their quality of life. 
I;: will not surprise you to learn that the number one concern was 
safety_ 

It's true in cities across ollr nation. Activities 
that most of lIS take for granted, such as going out to play ball 
or sittlng :in ~ school classroom are fra~ght w:th peril for 
children and their par'ents, Let me share with you some of the 
stories I heard, One woman said that she never goes out after 
dark and doesn't allow her children to g9 out, either, "we'are l " 

she said, "prisoners in our home." Another mother told Rosalyn 
and me that she has knots in her stomach from the time her young 
son leaves for schoo.:!. until hE'- returns. Because of the viole::ica 
of her community, she's waiting for the day when he doesn't come 
home at all. "I~ won't really surprise me," she said, 

That was one of the saddest statements I've ever 
heard. several young people, both boys and girls, talked about 
the pressure they feel :0 Join gangs. Without hi:'> gang to 
protect hun, one young man said, he was sur!? he would bB dead. A 
12-year-old boy said his ambition in lif.e 18,.to own a 
.se-miautomati<::: machine gun, HI don I t: expect to l:'ve past :he flge 
of 20," he told us" "so why does it matter what r do with my 
life?" 

.E'inally, we spoke wit.h. several young women - ­
children, really -- pregnant with th~ir firs1:" second, or ev-en 
third child, who are ·resigned to a life of poverty arid fear. 
'I'hese are ch:'..ldre:l whose spirits have been' broken, who feel 
there 1 s no hope for a brlghter future, They and 'their parents do 
not have confidenco? in the very institutlons -- law enforcem~nt, 
the judicial syscem, schools t.hat we;:e set up to serve all 

·people, 

This summl t can be the beg:nning 0: a renew~,d 


commitment to our Children. But the real revolution wlll take 

place only if we carry this new spirit .of Philadelphia back ,to 

our own neighborhoods and turn it into action. The d5.vis'ior:s 

between those of us who have many opportunities and thase who 

feel they havelnone art; growing deeper. children are dying, in 

body and spirit. 


I urge you to reach out from the safety' arid security 
.of your life and extend· a helping ·hand to someone who really 
Knows only fear. Hand ~r. hand, we can create a network that wlll 
ensure that o~ir children will do mcre than just 'survive, they 
will thriv~. Thank you, (Applause.) 

MRS, REAGAN; 'I'hank you. (Applausl?} 'fhank you 

very mUch. Thank you, Chrlstlna, an.d thank you v'ery much for 

asking me. here today co help begin this wonderful campaign. 


r wish so much that my husband could be here. He 
would remind us that we're celebrating the best of America, that 
unique heritage tha't has always lnspired us -- individuals and 
organizations have banded together since cur nation begim to help 
when 'there was a need. Some have been at i~ fur years, ,For 
instance, Save The Children began in 1932 I an'd is continuing to 
help all 'over the world. ' 

You know, in my experience, whether it was tr.e 
,foster grandPar'ents program in californIa, or' the privat~' sector 
initiative in washington, or the Just Say No campaign to stop 
drugs, I've always found that· when I give I received tenfold in 
return. 
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Ronnie's dream remains that America wlll be that 
shining. c~ty on the 11:111, and to make that dream come true we 
must never fall short in our efforts to ensure that every child 
ill America can fly as high as his or her dreams will take them. 

Ronnie is such a calting person. He's always been 
moved 'by human kindness. So, for him and for me, I ask a special 
favor of everyone watching or 1 istening today. From this day 
forward, when someone asks: you to help a child, just say f "yes.. " 
(Applause.) "hank you. (Applause.) 

PRESIDENT BUSH: The American Dream is one of the 
most stir~ing phrases I know, and it means so many things to so 
many people all over·the world. It means the freedom to worship 
your own God 1n yeur own way without fear of persecutIon. tt 
means freedom of speech and assembly, and, perhaps most 
importantly, the freedom to vote, And these are wonderfu~ 
freedoms., But sometimes 1:! m afraid we all take them for granted. 

And, yet I the American Dream also means somethlng 
else, It fI.l8anS the opportunity to go as far in' life as YOUl4 
abilities will take you. Anyone in America can aspIre to be'a 

'doctor, a l:eacher. a police officer or even; as apr'ah said, a 'I 
President. But you can't get any of those important jobs if you 
don't have the opportunity, to acqu::.re ti:e skills' you need. "lOll: 
need to learn your job, whatever yo~r dream, before you can do 
your job. And that' 5 why I believe that the' key to th~ P.merican 
D:;eam is education. 

And at the most basic ~evell it gets down to one "R" 
-- readil:g. Barbara and:: are deeply troubled to know that 2,300 
teenagers drop out. of. school every day. And thIS 15 mOre than a 
terrible loss to America/ it's an epidemic, It just seems wrong 
that 6.5 mIllion AmerIcan kids between kindergarten and the 3rd 
grade are growinq up'llliterate, Something has gone wrolj,g. .... 

But I am thankful that somet.hing, right is st.arting 
to happen at t.his SU,1111~it, because Americans are startil~g -to take 
it upo::: themselves to point our "k::'ds l.n the right direction on 
the road t:hat l~ads to the American Dream, And the commitments 
made toward this end ar€', slr:iply terri::ic. continental Cable 
vislon is gOing to provide free'Internet connections to-.3 million 
youngsters by the year 2000. Another great: organizatlon I' the 
Ger;l?::al Federa cion 0: Women' s Clubs, is establIshing vchmteer 
Cl\toring and li:.eracy, centers' in 6;500 towns and cities across 
this country_ (Applause,) And another, $ch'olastic Books, will 
donate one mi::'lion books to, the A:nerlcan Reads, proJ€:>ct to help us 
l'each OU1: goal of a hundred percent lite.::acy for ,every clnld by 
grade three. (Appl i\US~, J . 

. ' ,1' '.lit.. ~. , , " - ..... 
{YOU know, h~unanitY has '~~t'oJ~tced few 'documenr.s ntbre 

beaut~ful than the one that Jefferson, Madison and the ocher 
founding fathers sweated 'over here in Philadelphia some 220 years 
8g0 -- life, liber:y Bnd the pursuit of hapPlness are magnificent 
words- to live by, But you can I t. understand them if you cd:l1 I t 
read them. 

Thank you very much. (Applause. i 

* * * * * 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Thank you very much. Ladies and 
gentleme.n, I want to begin by taking. Matthew and Teevee 
(phonetlc) and Chr.lstil1a ~nd .ramil (phonetic) and Christy 
(phonetic) for introducing the Presidents and Mrs. Reagan. T~ey 
rem1nded us of what this summit is all about. 

I thank presldent and Mrs. Bush, President and Mrs, 
carter, President Ford, Mrs. Reagan 1 Vice president and Mrs. Gore 
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fO,r their devotion to this endeavor. I' -thank Harris Wofford and 
Bob Goodwin; "the president· of the Points of Light Foundation; 
Henry Cisneros and Ll.nda Robb; and all the others who have worked 
for thl.s day.' ,I say a'special word of thanks to all" the publlC 
officials who ,have come from all· over our country --'members of 
congress, governors, "lieutenant governors' and ·others. But, 
particularly,' I want to thank General,colin powell. 

At our las\: meetlng, when' ne 'was about to retire as 
Chairman of the JOlne Cfil.efs'of Staff, I aSKed him if r;here 'was 
anothe'r nnssion which might bring liirn back fnto public life. He 
said he wanted to ilelp children who' dldn.' t have what they needed r 
to succeed in life and who needed the ,chance to serve America. 

Well, General, this may be your most important 

mission. and I want 'to ,thank'you .for reenlisting. Thank you. 

(Applause .') 

,I thank my friend, Mayor Rep-dell,' and the wonderful 

people of Pluladelph.ict; Governor Ridge and the, people of 

Pennsylvania who have made us feel 'so welcome,
. , 

We co:ne here before the house whe.re'America was 

born. The place where we. the people f Cook the first step on' our' 

centuries-old journey to form a more perfect union. On th'e last, 


... ,day of the Constitutlonal convention, Benjamin Franklin walked 
'out of this hall and encountered' a woman anxioos to know what had 

gone on inside', she 'asked ,him, "we'll, Doctor, what have ',#8 got? 
A t!lonarchy or a r€,-,j)ublic?l: Mr, pranklin i'eplled, "A, republic - ­
if you can kel~p' it, 'f 

For more than 200 years, w~ have strugg:'ed"r;o keep 

thlS republlc. It is an endu:'"lng and endless challenge, for 

endemic in human nature and human frallty are stH;:,cessive 

generations of problems. But we have always succeeded in making 

our ,union more perfect, Consider how imper~ect it was .when we 

had people in thlS country who weren1t even t,reated as people,' 

but, slaves. consider how imperfect it was when :::hildre.n could be 

fo),~ced to WOl,~t\. l,ong 110Ul'S into; the lllgh t in dangerous conditions. 

Consider how Imperfect' It was when ,women, now more than half the 

population of America, could not even vote. 


So when ·you get discouraged, remember "we havet 

succeeded in over 200 y~ars in forming a more perfect union. 

(Applause.) we 'have 'succeeded beCa'.lse we've had a brilliant free 

enterprise sys te'm, We have succeeded because we had flexible . 

constitutlcnal, evolving, effective government at eV2ry level. 

But'we have SlJcceeded mostly because ,in the gaps between what is 

clone, by government clnd what 15 d(.>ne by,the privat.e economy. 

citlzens have found ways to st.ep forward and move our country 

forward, and lift our people up, Citizen service is the story of 

our more perfect ·union, 


Now we live in one of·the great moments of change in ,. 
!our history more full of ·promi"se, as President Ford said, thanf 

any period of America I s past. More of ,these children behind me, 

''ind more of tttes'l?' ch~dren out hen: ~":l, tht:t:H~ ,stl"eets of "j' r' 

Philade.lphia, will have more <:hances t.o live out the, future of 


'their, dr,l=ams than any generation '?f American childi.'en in hist:cry 

if the citizens Qf this country step" forward to fill the gaps in 

their live and in our 'national 11£e to forn; a more perfect union. 

(Applanse. ) 


But let us not be blind to tbe facts. Even with all 

the progress that together: we have made -- Wlth 12 ·million new 

jobs and a record drop in welfare rolls and 'years of dropping 

crime rates -- you and I know that millions of our children are, 

being left behind' .in lives of too much danger, ,too many drugs, 

too'little hope and not enough opportunity, You and I know that 

too'many people a·re .out there doing the very best they can and 

still not keep~lig' up f much less· moving forward. . 
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Yes, there_ are thlngs that the government should de. 
None of us ~stand here, Pr-8sider.t and former Presid'ents, to say 
that we m'.IS': no'!; do our responsibility. Of course; we should do 
better with our schools. Of course .. we should open the doors of 
college 'to everyone. Of course, all our chi·ldren should have 
heal th care coverage, Of course', we can do more to make our 
streets safer. But ,even if 'We do everything we should, you and r 
know that a lot of the problems facing.our children are problems 
of the human beart -- problems that can only be resolved when 
there is a one-On-one 'connection, c!?mm1.!l1ity by community, 
ne.iqhborhood by neighborhood, street by st:reet, home by home, 
wlth every child in this' country enr.::.tled to live out their God­
given des}:iny/ You know it is true, {Applause.) 

I am proud of the 'fact that because of the computer 
and microsolut1ons to problems we don't n.eed big government 
bureaucracles to do some of the things 'that used to be done, But 
as r have sa~d repeatedly, the era of big government may be over, 
but the era 
need an era 
that is what 

behind me, 

of_ big challenges for our country is 'not , and so we 
of big citizenship, That is why we are here, dud 

we should promise 6u~selves we will do. (Applause. J 

Let m'e say one,other thing, too. Look at these kids 
They're America's future -- all of them, And when, 

you t.hink of what 15 tean.ng the world apart today -- the _racial, 
·the ethn:c. the rellglou$ hatreds, from Bosnia t~ Northern ' 
Ireland to the Middle East to Africa -- and you look at the 
children behlnd me and you realize what a gift from God our 
dlvers!t';y is, .you know that if we kno,w each other, if we serve 
each other, if we work with each other, one of the things that 
will happen is, we Will" make sure that our diversity is a rich 
resource to make our unlon more perfe'2t, not an instrument of our 
natlonal \.lndoing :.n the 21st century_ {Applause, I .. 

We cherish ocr citizen volunteers. There are 
already mare thaI: 90 m:lliol: of us; and after this summit there 

'w1ll' be more. ' Especlall:t' because Genera'l powell. Ray C.1ambers 
and others have organlzed a follow-up to this, And the really 
important work of thlS summit w:.ll begin after my talk's over, 
when you go into the wo'rftshops and the meet.ings and make a 
commitment'that in every community there WIll be a systematic, 
disciplined, comprehens::'ve effort to deal with the five areas 
Q1.ltlined as the cnalltlr.ges .for ot:.r young people. 1'hat is what 
really matters here. 

young people, Clbove, all, how~ver, havE' the time. the 
energy and the ,ideallsm for this kind of citlzen set·vice, Before 
the,y have their Own families, the young can make a unique 
contribution to the family of America~ In dOiag sO', they can 
acquire the l1abl t of service and get a deeper understanding' of 
what lt'. really means to be a cit.izen. That. is the main reason, 
perhaps, we are "here.,, 

" ;} In PhifadelPhia, th;~l" suJerintenden·t' of Sb~OO'lS Is 
working t.o make 'service the expected thing in elementary and 
middle schools " Maryland has requlred it in higl;; s_chool. And I 

'challenge f:very state and every school ~n this country at least. 
1:.0 'offer in a dlscipl~lled, organized way every young person in 
school a chance to serve. A recent survey sald if they were just 
asked, over 90 percent of them would do it'.. We ought. to be 
ashamed of ourselves if we don't give them the chance to do that, 
{Applause,) . 

Let me also say, of course, that we need some of 
them to 6'H~ve full-time. They do.. you know, in the Peace corps. 
And -- (applause) -- we have some former Peace Corps volunteers 
out there applauding, But we should'all applaud them because 
they have helped to change the world for t,he better, i Applause. } 
And they do in AmeriCorps, the national service program that was 
started in our administration. {Applause,) The idea behind 
AmeriCorps was to instill an ethic of mutual t'esponsibility in 
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QU.::: ·children so that young ,people 'coul.d improve thtlir own liv~$ 
in return for' improying the life of America. 

Since its creation l 50,000 young Americans have 
earned college tuitlon by serving -:heir communities in "many ways, 
And we know that the typical full-time co:nmu!1ity servant. recruits 
at least a dozen more volunteers. I saw that in NO!:'th Dakota 
when I went to see what the Red ~iver had done to Grand Forks and 
to the rest of North Dakota al'ld Minnesota. :r saw. our young 
Americorps volunteers and r knew, that because they were able to 
serve full-time they'd be there when .the waters t'eced~d. the mess 
was there I the people had to pu!:" their lives back together and 
the cameras were gOl"ie. I saw. i't again yesterday when we were 
working on t!1e streets and ·on· the stadium and on the schools. 

, 
The will to ,serve has never been stronger and more 

of our young people want to serve full-time. 'Sut there1s a limlt 
to what we cari do now. And, yet,' the!."€: is a solution '-­
ironically, one I came to right here in Philadelphia, For here 
in Philadelphia a minister 'who IS a friend of mine, Jlev"!lt~~nd 'Tony 
Campolo, is helping to organize a movemen't among churches to get 
churches to sponsor 10,000· full-time youth volunteers to take a 
year off from college or defer a year from 'college under the' 

. sponsorship of their churches, ' 

The churches will do what Wi! do in,Americorps, 
helpir:.g to provide for the liv"ing expenses of the young people, 
But I think we ought t.o say t9 them/ at the very l'eaS1:, it 
shouldn't cost you any money t:o serve. And.so if you I ve got a 
college loan and you take a year off to serve' under the \ 
sponsorship of a religious organization, I!m going to propose 
legislation to say during tnat year no interest shoul,d accrue on 
that college loan. 1: t should not cost you any 1l10tley to serve 
your c'ouncry. (APplaus,e.l 

But we can do more. We can double the impact of 
AmeriCorps with the help of oui' religious and charitable 
illSt::.tut:iolls. I want to challenge ev!::ry charity, every religious 
gro'up, eve::y community ,'group and their business supporters to 
give young! people the support they need to do, a year of community 
serVl.ce, If yO\! do that, then In our budget now we wlll be'· ilb:e 
t9 glve everyone of them the scholarship that Americorps 
volunteers get for their year of community service, Work with 
your' churches, W01:k with.your·ccmmOlnity c!.'ganizdtifJns" and we can 
provide, that to youny p~opIe" ,(Applause,) , 

PUt them to work as mentors, as teachers, as 
organizers of other volunteers, and we can dOllble the number of 
full-time, youth volunteers by adding another 50,000. BY. 'thB year 
2000, that would mean that "i:i eight years, more children w'Ul 
have served full~ti\\le on our streets. than bav€: worked ,in the 
eontire hist.ory of the Peace Corps around the world, We can 

itt change ,AmerJ.ca, folks, 1f weill do l,t tog0t:her, hand ll: ;_~.:7.1C, .•, 
1 ~ community,tty communl"ty. (Applause, )'j.. • 

The same thing ·is txue of the 'pollee corps, which 
offers young people a chance to pay :or their colleqe education 
if tht!y'll be police officers for four years. We can triple the 
number' of young people who.do that. and l·intend to, try. We need 
more young people going as teachers into our s'chools, And we 
must support them in that. 

We have to understand that we need a.'balance between 
volunteers on a part-time basis. volunteers on"a iull ... tlme basis. 
and there is no conflict between the two. We have to understand 
that we value America'S free enterprise system, we know we need 
our govern:nent, but t:here will never be a time when we ne!2'd 
citizen servants more, than. we need them today. because these 
children have got to be saved one' by one', (Applau~e. ) 

And let me say to all of "you, the most important 
people here today are not the Presidents or the General .or the 
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governors or 'the senators. -The most important people are those 
who teach the student to read; who save the health of the infanti 
who give help to families when all help seems gone, The most 
.importanT. titl~ today is not senator I Ylce president,' General, 
Governor or Preside:lt.· It is, as Harl-Y Truman reminded us so 
long ago, the most important title any of us will ever hold in 
this country is ~he title of citl~en .. 

This is our· republic. Let us ,keep it, Thank you. 
\Applause. ) 

And now, I would like to call upon Mrs, Reagan and 
my t~l:ow Presiden'::s to join me in si.gni~lg this Sumnlit 
Declaration, llA Call to Citizen SerVlce to~ Ful:ill the Pronase of 
Amer~ca." we do this in the hope that in the, weeks and months to 
coma, fuillions and millions and millions of' you wl:1 jOlh us in 
putting your names tO'the declaration, devotl.ng'your lives to the 
mission and beglnning the era of big citizenship for the United 
States, 

{Applause. )Than~ you and God bless you all. 

lO:59'A,M, EDTEND 

" 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. I liketbat ver8ion of 

"Hail To The CliieL" Maybe" the 'Maririe Band could pick "it up; 

(Laughter. ) 


" " 

Ladies and gent~emen, these pres1dent l s·Ser.v1ce , 
Awards are traditionally presented at the White House every year, .. 
but Hillary and I are profoundly honored to be here this evening 
with President and Mrs. Bush, General Powell 'and all others who 
are part of this very important ceremony. . 

-As all ~of you know, we're here along with president 

Ford, President and Mrs. carter, Mrs. Reagan, here in 


,Philadelphia where our great democracy began, for the first 
PreSident's Summit for America's future -~ to mobilize every
community and challenge every citizen; to give our young ~eople, a 
chance to live up .to their God-given potential;, and to ask our 
young people to become citizen servants, too. 

So· tonight we1re qoinq to qive these awards, very 
appropriately, in the categories that have been set out for the 
challenge to America, the categories that General Powell, talked 
about in his moving opening remarks. And I"' m going to' have the 
honor of recognizing the caring adults. I'm pleased to be joined 
tonight by a man who has dedicated bis.entire life to meeting the 
challenge of service, Harr1s wofford. (Applause., 

MR. WOFFOR~: ,Thank you, Mr. President, and I salute 
you and Mrs. Clinton for all you have done to br1ngout.the best 
in America through national service, student service. senior 
service, ,citizen serVice, and to define this new era of'ours as. 
the era of big citizens. 

NOW I in order to achieve· the promise of America, we 

must go forth from" this place here inspired by these award 

winners, like Olympic torch-carriers', and carry the challenge 


·'they have given to us hera to our homes, our neighborhoods, our 
communities, from sea .to ahining sea. " (Applause.)

" " . 
THE· PRESIDENT: You know, you might have guessed 

that before he' headed our nation's citizens service effort and 
the corporatio'n for National service t Harris wofford .was in' 
poli tics -- (laughter) -- the Senator from Pennsylvania. 
(APplause.) But before that, he was a college president; before 
that; a founder of the Peace Corps; a top aide to Pr"esident· 
Kennedy; a friend arid ally of Dr. Hartin Luther King. Hardly any 
American living today better personifies citizens service"than 
Harris Wofford, and I thank him for that. (Applause.).. " 

As I said l we begin by recognizing.that every single 
child needs a ,caring adult in bis or her life to teach 'and guide 
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) 	 them. Every child'needs to know that he or she is profoundly 


important, to some grownup.

, , 

." 	 j •

The '-three 'Americans we honor now have devoted, 

themselves to meetin<i,.this, challenge.," Marjorie Klein, knows .that 

parents are our children's first teachers, and sheTs doing, 

ev,erything she' can to 'help then. At 20 in'ner-city schools 


'throughout the':Philadelphia area, PACT, or Parents' And Children" 

Together, the ,'organization Mar:!orie founded, brings parents into 

the"classroom:to read to the'children and to,help their children 

learn to read.:. At the same time f pare'nts can improve their own 

literacy and -tutoring skills, and ·,they can even earn college

credit. ' 


We salute Marjorie Klein and PACT for their 

tremendous co~mitment~to families and our children. 


(,The award was presented.) (Applause. J 

Earl Phelan'deeply believes that me!ltoring is. the 
'keY"to' young people's success. Through B.E.L.L. I or Bui'lding 

Enteiprises for Learning' and Living, the organiza'tion he helped 

to'found, he has given'hundred of African American young adults
. - ;' , " , " 

the.chance to.be rolejmodels and tutors to inner-City elementary 

school' students throughout the greater Boston area.' Under their 


,tutelage those 'children are thriving." their futures are.. brighter 

and therefore ISO are :Jo~rs-.' ' 

Tonight "we ,'honor Earl, Phelan ;for his remark'able 

'contribution to our American community. " 


, " 


{The award was presented.) (Applause. ), 

, 	 " 

,Pat Esparza learned early in life that'confidence 
. and pride can I make all the difference to a young girl I s fut-u:r:e. 


A single mother of three by the age of 19, she worked her way 

through school and devoted. herself , to helping at-risk girls. 'she 

founded Las Mar1posas as a dance 'studio, but for the people of El 

paso, Texas. it is ~ community treasure. At Las Mariposas 

hundreds of y()unq girls have learned to dance and to value· 

themse'lv:e,s and, their cuIt'ure. ' 


.we honor pat, for giving the young'girls of her 

community the: confidence and pride they need to .succeed,in' life. 

congratulat1qns * • 


(T~e award was,pres'ented.) _(Applause.}, 

.AII'of 'them have helped to make sure that more of 

our young people do,·.'ln· ,fact"have a caring adult to give them' 

the support they .need, t,o, build posit*ve. futures. Your work is an


•inspiration to all,of.Jus. r'thank you for doing it and I hope, 

all of us will now be' ,more' willing to follow your lead. God 

bless you. (Applause.) 


* '* "'" '* *. 
MRS. BUSH:' All Americans hope and 'dream the 'best 


for'our children. Every mother sees,her child aS'marvelously 

,gifted. And as watch them grow we, wonder how these wonderful, 


unique qualities that we see in each, of them will flourish. I 

remember thinking many years ago; maybe one of them would grow up 

to be a goyerpor. {Laughter and applause *,} 


, " 'At 'the very least, we want our .children to b~come 

independent, Iself-sufficient udults. We want our, children to be 

able to support themselves; hopefully in 'a job that they really 

like, That1s why every American child's access to marketable 

skillS is one' of ,the principles of the summit. ' 


- , " • -	 ! 

t I . . " ' 


Right now; unless'we all 'get involved, millions.of, 

our children:are unlikely to require even the most basic of.. 
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skills. ,And it's probably not too'auch of a surprise to you that 
'in my opinion'-- you're a little fast for me -- (laughter) -- I 
can't believe I'm doing this -~ (laughter) -- the key to. every . 
skin' is the ability to read and comprehend. (Applause. ) . 

You know I one of our children had a learning
disability which made reading very difficult. Thanks to some 
wonderful teachers, loving support from, his parents'and a 
determined young boy who worked twice as hard as anyone else, he 
learned to read and went on to earn a masterts degree. ' 
unfortunat~ly, not' everyone haa access to·tbe superb teachers we 
did. We need more ,teachers in our classrooms. And we need to 
allow them to·teach. (Applause.) 

We also need more literacy volunteers to help 
children and adults alike who are struggling to learn how to read 
~d write. The best place of all, of course, to volunteer is in 
our own homes. We are I, after all, our children's first teachers 
and the borne 1s their first school. Read to your cbildren every
single day. (APplause.) There's nothing more important you can 
do to belp prepare them for a life-long love of reading' and 
learning. Sharing a book is also a wonderful way to spend
quality time with your cbildren. 

Now, joining me to honor the winnerTg of the 
president's Serv1ce Award is a literacy volunteer who also 
happens to be one of all of our favorite actors, a decent and 
fine ,man and a friend, John Travolta. (Applause.) 

, MRS. BUSH: John, since you're a lot more familiar 
with award ceremonies than I am, would you begin? 

MR: TRAVOLTA, Well, why not. Careers tbrough 
culinary Arts has helped thousands of students to make the 
transition from school to wor~ and the food service in , ' 
hospitality indUstries. For space, C-CAP depends on cooperation 
of school boards. For funds and equipment it depends on 
corporate sponsors. But ~the one, thing it can always ,count on is 
tbe eagerness of 'kids to acquire a marketable skill. We 
recognize Rich.ard Grausman. ­

MRS. BUSH: Right tnere. 

(The swsr'd was presented.) (Applause.) 

MRS. BUSH: Eight years ago, a group of employees of 
Lockheed Hartin Vought systems'in Grand prairie. Texas, decided 
to makes difference. They called tbemselves the In-Unity
Incorporation, and began' by tutoring 3rd graders a~ south Dallas 
School.' Their numbers grew to include people ,from all walks of 
11fe and they were soon providing Bchools with pens. paper, 
noteboQks and all the'practical tools Qf the learninq trade. Now 
they are mentor1ng college students, as well. 

From In-Unity, Monroe Mays (phonetic). 
Conllratulat10ns. .( The award was presented.) (Applause. ) 

MR. TRAVOLTA: Six_years ago, the 'volunteer members 
of a program called Art start began offering children in ,New York 
Clty 1 s homeless shelters the opportunity to experience the 
'creative process. volunteers. took kids on field trips to the 
city',s museums and other cultural cent~rs. 

~oday, Art start also reaches out to hundreds at- , 
risk highschoolers, challenging "them to communicate and to.shape 
their visions with all of us. Art starts founder is painter and 
photographer. scot,t Rosenberq. 

(The award was presented.) (Applause.) 
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* * * * * 
PRESIDENT BUSH: Thank you very much. Well, thanks. 

I'd tell you about the' parachute jump, but.--, (laughter) -- as 
Dana carvey would say f "Not going to do it 1 'wouldn I t be prudent. II 
So let me -- (laughter and applause.) I just faked· out the , 
TelePrompTer, it went dead. I'm dead. Listen -- Jlaughter) - ­
I've been up'here -- you know how I feel about volunteerism. And 
you know theirespect I have for those who are one of A Thousand 
points of Light. And you know the respect I have for George 
Romney, whose picture was on here earlier. So let me just say, I 
am very pleased to be one of the presenters of the service 
Awards. ,.. 

And joining me tonight to do just that is one of the 
qreat stars and one of the most wonderful ladies I know, Brooke 
Shields Aqasa!. We love-her, and she's here to join me .in 
presenting these awards. (Applause.) 

'It * * * * 

MS. SHIELD:, Five years ago, her' church, the 100-. 

year-old First Presbyterian, was considering moving out of the 

rundown Argenta section of North Little Rock, Arkans'as. But 

Carolyn Ringer convinced the church and a 200'member volunteer 

boosters club that it was much better to revitalize than it was 

'to run. So today, with the renovated homes and safer streets and 
the cburch itself as a center for the'community. and all 
activities in the community, people are once again very proud to 
say that theY're from Argenta. ' . 4, 

. 
so, everyone, please welcome Carolyn Ringer. 
(The award was presented.) (Applause.) 

PRBSIDENT BUSH: The youth'program of the Union 

Temple Baptist Church in washington, D.C. reaches out with a 

meals ·program', with residential care, with counselinq and job 


, training to all young people in its community_ And every young 
person who is fortunate enough to be a member of the church have 
the obligation and the privilege to participate from Union 
Temple, Lamon,t B. Mitchell. Lamont. congratulations, . sir. 

,(The award was presented.) .(!\pplause.) 
, 

PRESIDENT BUSH: Not least among the organizations 
that are givinq back to their communities are America1s unions, 
workinq men, ,and women. The Livingston-MCLean County :&uildinq 
Trades council in -Bloomington, Illinois, in cooperation with the 
local Ch1ldren l s Foundation, have donated countless hours to 
constructing safe places for children. It includes a youth 
center and a terrific new park, which is called The poetry Place. 
Here, representinq the Building Trades council. is John Penn. 
congratulations I John. .

• 
(The ·award was presented.) (~ppl.use.) 

.. 
MRS, CLINTON: Thank you. Thank you', Oprah, and 

thank all of you for gathering here in support of this summit 
and, more importantly, in support of the summit's goals. I am 
very pleased that one of the summit's goals is to ensure that 
every American cnild has a healthy start. wAnd that is something 
that all of us shOUld be committed to.· lind that means many 
different things. It means, yes, guaranteeing insofar as we can 
that every family has access to quality, affordable health care 
for their children. (Applause.) And, that cannot be just left 
to the government and to the medical professionals, 

, 
There is a role for many of us to play. We can, for 

fnstance, make jsure that our communities' are free from' 
env1ronmental1hazards, toxic waste dumps, areas where children 
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and their families may possiblY,become sick or be injured. We 
can work to.be sure that every pregnant woman has the prenatal 

care she needs and the support she requires to be a good mother. 

(APplause:) , 

we' can work to make sure that every child is 
immunized, and we've made a lot of progress but we still have a 
way, to go: And We can be sure that every child has access. to the 
well child care and to the ,emergency care that we take for 
granted for our own children, 

There are ways that we can enlist the volunteer 
spirit and the hard wOrk that is necessary to reach' out to every 
family so that iri this area, which is so difficult for families 
to handle on, their own, that when they have a sick child-, when 
they face the 'terrible dilemma that many of us face of a child 
has been injured or come down with an illness, that· there will be 
help. And that help will not just be in the, finest· medical' care, 
but in a volunteer to sit by the bedside, to relieve the family, 
to provide that extra bit ,of nurturing and loving that families 
need in crisis. ' 

" 

So we are going to honor tonight and then make a 
commitment after this summit to do ·wha-t we can in our own ways to 
ensure that healthy start for. every child. And 'joining me to 
present the'awards for people ,who are already doing that 1n their' 
communities 1s Rob Re1ner, 'who had committed himself to making it 
possible for every American to be aware of the new scientific 
evidence about what 'happens 'in the first thre~ years of life so 

that we also,canbe helping our babies off to a good start by

giving them the stimulation and the nurturing they need. 


So I would like to ask Rob Reiner to join me for the
•presentation of these next awards. (Applause.) 

, 
MRS. CLINTON: Well, in Fayette County, Kentucky, 

Baby Health Service has been providing infant formula to' ,those in 
need since 1914. But growing children have growing needs, and 16 
percent of the children in that, county have no health insurance 
whats¢ever. So the service has shifted its focus to health care. 
And last year! .70 volunteers provided free immunizations, 
checkups Bnd medication to 3,000 children. 

Acceptinq the Pres1dent 1 s Service Award On behalf of 
the volunteer physicians 1s Alice Burkhart. 

(The award wa's presented.) (APplause. ) 

MR. REINER: Spousal abuse 1. something that 

happens, ao the news has finally made us .all too well aware. In 

Glendale, Arizona~ there is New Beginnings, a transitional home 
for abused women and their. children. It provides not only

"safety, shelter ,and educational opportunities for -the mothers, 
but most importantly, it keeps families together while they 
prepare, to make a new start,in life, . 

Here's New Beq1nninqs found~r, cindy ,silverman. 

(The award was presented.) (Applause.) 

MRS,' CLINTON: Kids one, Inc. in Santa Rosa l 
California promotes just,one essential issue -- child safety.

Galvanized by the polly 'Klaas tragedy, which proved that 

unspeakable horror can' happen anywhere j Kids One is teaching k'ids 
and parents never to take safety for granted: With the support 

of community orqan1zat1ons and businesses I Kids one educates and 

saves,precious lives. Its founder is glizabeth,Ecke. ' 


(The, award was presented.) (Applause.) 
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MR. REINER: Twelve years ago, he was still an 
intern at Miami' Hospital. Dr. pedro Jose Greer J 'Jr. led teams of 

.young doctora' into the··ljtreets to make house calls to the. 
homeless. Today, his Camillus health concern is one of the , 
largest providers of medical care for the poor· in Florida. He 
still makes his rounds, visiting his patients under the bridges'
and overpasses, in the abandoned buildings and decayed lots of, 
Oade County,' Here is Dr.'. Pedro .lose Greer t .1r. . 

(The award was presented.) (Applause. ) 

,MRS. CLINTON: These are just four of the many
examples that could be up here on this stage of people who are 
combining their professional eXPertise, their volunteer spirit to 
meet the needs of our f~ilie. and our children who have health 
care requirements that are otherwise going to be unmet'. 'And so, 
they should serve as a shining example to all of us to look for . 

, ways We can give every American child a healthy start. Thank you 
very much. (Applause.) , 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Thank you, Patti LaJ>elle" for 
giving us all a second wind. (Laughter. ) I want to apologize to 
all of you for having to spend BO much time tonight watching me 
walk. up and down stairs. But,' aa you know I . I need the practice.
(Laughter.) , 

,I want to say that this last award in Borne ways may 
be the most important ( because wetre recognizing younq people
who, themselves"are serving in an,extraordinary way. And one of 
the 'elements of this summit ,is the proposition that every,younq 
person should serve", and that in so doing, we hope to expand thet 

definition of what it means to be a good citizen in this country 
so that when we ask'young people in years to come~ what does it 
really mean to be a good Amer1~an, they'll say, well, you h~ve to 
be in sc~oOl or ~ork. you have to obey the-law, and you have to 
serve. 

lIm joined now on stage by a young public se'rvarit. 
Jahi Davis, an AmeriCorps volunteer from North Philadelphia. 
(Applause., Like a lot of high school students, 'this young man 
paid more attention to his social life than to his future. Then· 
he nearly lost his life in a serious accident. He says now he 
wouldn't have finished high school without the guidance'of a, 
tutor who helped him keep his grades up while he was in the 
hospital. . 

When he recovered, he decided to'do for others what 
had been done for him. He joined Amer1Corps in' 1995, and since 
then f he has tuto'red children I 8tarted a mentorlng program in his 
own neighborhood, and rehabilitated houses for low income 
families. He's planning to attend Temple University, where I 
know he'll continue to give back. Please welcome him up here 
with me. (Applause.) 

When· 21-year-old NaiTaki Osborne learned that Carver 
Hills, Georgia, a' low-income A;rican- American ,community, was the 
most environmentally polluted area in Fulton County, she didn't 
just become concerned, she"qot involved. ,She qot 200 community 
volunteers involved, too. And together l they spent hundreds' of 
hours clean1~g up,carver Hills, making it a safer 'and more 
beautiful place for the entire community to enjoy. 

Thank you, Na·Tak1 Yatascha Osborne, for caring

enough to chanqe your community for the better. 


(The award was presented.,) (Applause.) 

PRESIDBNT CLINTON: Amber Lynn ,Coffman is only 15 
years oid, but shels been volunteering to help disadvantaged
people since she was eight. H,er, mother taught her that even one 

. MORII 
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person can make a real difference t and for most of her still ­

young life, she' has tried to be' that one 'person and to encourage 

her friends and schoolmates to do the same. 


Worldng together _as a group called Happy Helpers r 

they make over 600 box lunches 'every week for the homele'ss and_ 
the hungry. Thank yOll, Amber Lynn, for your wonderful commitment 
to your community. (Applause.) 

Across. 'America I more 'and more businesses believe 

that-good citizenship 1'8'a160 good business. More and more, 

they're encouraging." their employees to give. something back .. 

Target Stores' is a perfect example. Through the Family Matters 

program, started· by points· of Light, Url/et .Stores is the first 

national company to involve its employees and their, families in 

community service. 


Last year" nearly, 5 ,~ooo Target f?mployees and their 

families volunteered. Working,- alongside their parents I young 

people learned firsthand about the importance and the joy of ­
giving back. 'we thank Target stores for helping,so many young 

children start early on'a lifetime of service. 


with us tonight to represent Target is Julie 

Hennessy (phonetic). ­

,
'(The award was pres~nted.) (Applause.) 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: As opran said earlier, the 16 

award winners with us tonight represent volunteers allover our 

country who are committed to helping u's all build 'a better and' 

stronger future. - In ,honoring their contriDutions, we celebrate 

the spirit of service that has sustained America in times of 

trouble an-d united us with common hopes and dreams. 


, ~., , , ,, 

At the dawn 'of :a new c~ntury, let us all resolve 'to 
. 	join hands to do' 'it m6re. Remember 'what this summit is all 

about. These people were doing all this before we gathered. 
Ninety-three million Americans already volunteer. What we're 
saying 1$ that in every community in America, more people must do 
it in a' systematic way and'everyone must do it if ·America is 
going to have the future it deserves and our children are going' 
to all be like those whom we honor here ton~qht. 

Thank you and God bless you all. (Applause.) 

END 	 11:'26 P.M. EDT· 
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Q Mr. President. since time- 1s of the essence, in 
30 seconds or less, what is "the goal of the, summit? 

THE PRESID,ENT: The summit ha's two goals.' One' is to 
moh,ilize miilions m9re people in every, CO)\1nnini ty i,n the country 
to help children get a better start in life, with mentoring; 
he'al th, care', education r safe places and ,getting kids involved 
themselves in:helping their neighbors,' The' second' "is a larger 
goal, and that is to change,what Americans think 'of as go'od 
ci t1zenship:, to include citizen service; to get everybody in 
'America to saYJ if lim, going to be a really good American citizen 
for the' 21st cer:.tury. I' have "to serve., Those. ar'e the two qoal~. 

Q Mr. Pre'sic1ent, have you ever, been involved in 
community ser,vice, in, a .way ~;hat part:1cuiarly-' touched you? '. 

, • THEPRES~DENT: ,.Oh: yes; in manYdiff~ient~ays. I 
remember' ~h~n 'I:was 'in "jcoil~qe ~t' ?eo_rqet,?~~~~~I:,,~w,~rk,ed '_~,n a -: ­
community -action:-,program;, I' went 'into the ,inner 'city. ,And it 

'made an impression on, me I III never fanJet "about how 'difficult 
those people l E lives were that I dealt wi'th and how brave so many 
of them were. They got up every 'day. they went to work, they· 
obeyed the law~ and they' were: having a tough time. 

" 

And then when the city burned after ~artin Luther 
King was. killed, and'big blocks burned', ::: work~d for several days 
carrying supplies ";"- food,' medicine l clothing -;- to' people who 
were living in the basements of churches arid other things. And 
it gave me an. appreciat10n for the struggles that people have, 
that ,are often overlooked I ·particularly in 'the urban places., ' . ' 

, I mean,. when I was'a little boy'in Arkansas, half 
'the people were below the poverty line, but families were more 
coherent, commun1ties were more :coherent', kids all thought they' 
had a chance to-make it" 'There are too many kids that don't 
think they have a chance to make' it today, 'and that's what welre 
,trying to turn aroul?d. . '. ~ 

" Q' Mr, President, when it'comes.to'this effort, ::: 
kn6w there have. been about, 2-50- commitments ""bY" ,corporations and 

, '". - ,", "", - - , "; ,",,' .,' - ,
non-profit, groups.,'" Briefly i what 'do these ~commitments, entail? 

; , " -' , ' ",')i" '" , , 

~ THE 'PRESIDENT: Well /' many of th~IU ar,e 'committlng 
more people' from welfare to work, Some of them are committing to 

'provld'e more ,health supplies, for children in' need of health care. 
Some of them are committing'to:do more mentoring, reading ,the 
whole range of things desfgned to fulfili our obligatlons to our 
childr~n' In a systematic way. ' 

Q 15 paid 'time for volunteering the most' 
important thing 'a company can, promise? ' . (', , 

,, , 

, ' 

; -THB.PRES;t:DENT:': Weil, .it's an, important thing. 
Giving employee~ ,-~ if ,you 1 re a big company a:nd you can afford to 

MORE. 
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do it, or i'f you Ire a' mediu~-sized or small :.company, you can 
afford to do it .. - giving people time '.off ·from. work. to volunteer 
is 'a good thing .to do.· . 

I . 

, But I think. there are other things that can be done, 
people can even in the~r free time, employees can organize 
themselves 'to help chl1dren, to work with kids, to reach out "to 

_them, to,g~ve -- study after study after study 'shows that kids 
that grow up in very different circumstances who make it, who do 
well in life, all have one thlng in common. TheY've had a 
sustained relationship with a caring adult. And when you get 
right down to it, that's what we're·trying to do. We're trying 
to organize' people so that in every communi~y we see all these 
.kids as our children. 

Q So time is' really more impor~ant than writing ai 
check. 

, THE PRESIDENT; ! think it is. gut 'for people who 
don',t'have the time, if they write a check and it helps otner 
people to give time , that's important. ,For example/ ,our 
AmariCorps kids work full-time, but they mobilize, each of them, 
about a dozen other volunteers. Now,we ' re,work1ng with a group 

. of churches who want' 'to auppo'r't children to', work full-time in ' 
their communities, so'that {f a young college student; ',for 
example, will take a year off. from college and the people in the 
church can only afford to give money, they!re" s'ttll~ in effect l 

giving time because they're helping to support a' young person who 
iS'working full ... time. And everyone should' de something as much 
as he or she can. 

'Q I know AmeriCorps is cne' cf ycur favorite 
prcjects within your adminiutration. But these students are 
given a small stipend and student loans' for committing time t'o 

'vclunteer 

THE PRESIDENT: They get money -- sort of like the 

G.!. Bill they accumulate, for every year they work theY,get 

about $4,700 t<? gO'to college on. 


, 
. Q Is this qu1~ pro quo contrary at all to the 


spirit,of,volunteerism that you're trying to. instill here? 


. . THE· PRESIDENT: Not to me because I also think we 
have a, vested national interest in seeing more of our young 
people going to col'lege, And' if you talk to~a lot. of these young 
Amer1Corps people, the 'thin~1 I like about .tt't'i·s th-ey're from all 
over. I me'an, some of them are ,young people from upper incomes, ' 
who donlt need the money. But an awful lot of them are people ' 
from very p'oor backgrounds who even went back and finished high 
school just in ,the hope they could go to col,lege. But the act of 

. serving, ful'l-time has changed their lives forever and done a lot 
of good. ' 

Q' A lot of people may be inspired by this summit: 
but facing reality, they!re two career households, both parents 
worki'og, they'barely feel like they have enough time to spend 
with their own kids. What wchld you say 'to them in terms of 
carving out time to· actually do community service? . . . 

I 
THE PRESIDENT: weIll I would, encourage particularly 

if you'vs'qot two parents working and they have their own 
children, I think they ought to try to find ways, to do it with 
'their kidSf~~so it,'s ,time with their family, they might.spend 
anyway. For example, a two-parent household·with a child might 
take some time on the weekend· with their own children 'and then 
ask one of ,the children's classmates who COmes from a more 
d'iff1cult background who could use that kind' of role model in 
family, in 'seeing the father, 'seeing the mother 'working: with the 
kids, to be a·part of their lives a littl" bIt on tlie weekend, 
They could do tliat. .-," 

MORE 
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I 
, , , 

Q Take' 'them 'to the zoo and even ill ternate with 
other families'. 

, THE PRESIDENT:' Take them tO'the zoo, read hooks to 
" them, make'them' feel like they! re a part of something -that works,

" i -,
that! s good. \ 

Q Sevehty-four, percent of;:th'~~,respondents in'a 
recent poll' think young l\merie'an's Without': education' Or' job', ' 
prospects "is 'the grea.test thre'at facing the :country. If that; s 

'.the case, if that m'any'people think this ia' such' ,a serious 
problem, shouldn I t government, be increasing its role. rather than 
decreas~n9 It·? . '. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes 
, , 

Q Many people think that your signing the welfare 
bill only exacerbated tns situation of poor -kids at risk. 

THE PRESIDENT: well, I disagree with-that. For·one 
thing! these"'kids need education. My balanced, budget has the 
biggest 1ncrease'in education funding since President Johnson ,was 
here. and would make'the first, two years.of college as universal 
as high school is today. That'l s what ,the kids need.' It adds', , 
five million-more children to the ranks of'those with health 
insurance] ,and the welfare reform bill puts $4 billion 'more into 
child care. " 

•Now r it S not 'going to hurt the kids if .'we rno,ve, theI 

parents 'from welfare to' work'. One of'"the things that we are 
lchallenging: empioyers, to," do :tn service: i~', ~q_~~n~iease 'their t· 

employment by hiring people from welfare to ,work/" and .government I ' 

again, is giving,them' more',tax incentives to',.do tnat. So 
,government 1S d<,:>'ing more. ' 

. But, Katie; 'a lot of these problems 'these children 
have are hUman problems. There one-on-orie problems. They can 
only be dealt with by people who deal· with them one on one. Now, 
we can increase our investment in education, but we've reduced 
the size 0:, the government bure'auc:racy. And what has to happen 
is we have ~o have communit'l'-based organiz.ations of citizens in 
all' these communities to reach these kids one on one~ The 
government :.. ... more ,qov,ernment? Yes, 'where' appropriate. IS' it 

. enou'gh? NOI, 'i '. 

1 Q Many'-- as you know" Mr. president, many of 
these volunteer agencies suffer from bad management, untrained 
volunteers and 'a lack of accountability, and the effect of their 
efforts ,are' largely'unmeasured. So how can,YPu -- are you 
convinced that volunteers can.'solve the'serious problem of 
millions, of, Kids at, risk? It doesn l t seem at!?' if th-ey"re really 
equipP'ed to, do' sO~'. " . \ , " " 

.• . . 
I , " • " ':1:" 

.: THE PRESIDENT: Well, I, think ,'-~ ,>:,hat; i think will 
happen is. if we, have the right sort· 9£ follow-up, in ..this 
conference -- and General Powell has qot this organization to'do· 
follow-up -7 and' we wo-rk 'with him, that we'll: have in every 
communi ty really competent I 'able people committed to this 
process. $0 if there's a group of volunteers. they will be 
evaluated. And if they have shortcomings they'll be trained to 
dO"it. 

But this,is not 'rocket science. We can train people 
to'do it. If you have energetic people of goodwill, we can train 
them to do it. And that's'the important thing. . 

'- .' , 

one. of. the commitments I made h'ere was that the 
Departme'nt,of. Defense would take responsibility for :mentoring, 
tutoring and teaching a million children between now and the year

·2000: because ,we ..kn'ow"from the training they db for' young 
recruits t_hat' they know how to do' it. Welre 'prepared to work in 
communities, all"over the country to nelp train, other 'groups, but ., , . 
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; 	
the answer there is to t.rain and organize and, 'in"effect, 
professionalize every community1s efforts ~- not to say you don't 

, .' ,need them. 

No matter how much government we have,'if we had 
more government proqrams,we'would stil~ need people to work,wikh 
them. The same thing'is true with people on welfare. whatever. 	 , . . 
the ,size of the welfare check/ the main thing we need now is for' 

~ 

people who never had a job before" never done a resume, never 
even had to' show up 'on time every d'ay, they need people to 'work 
with ,them in very human ways to mo'va them from a dependency' 
cuI ture to an independence' cuI ture .' , , ' 

, , 	 , , 
Q ,Do you' .hope this' emphasis ,on communi~y Ber,vice· 

will be part of your, legacy? ' , . 	
, , 

THE, PRESIDENT:· Oh, sure, becau'se :,I, really, ... - I 
believe in' it,' I .'campaigned., oniit tn 1992'. ';I~rin",'now 'trying... ,to get 
coll'lge students: ap over' America to be'pait':~f,,, 'million-person' 
army to teach every a-year-old'to read independently" I believe 
that. I believe ,fn the combination of government doing its job 
and citizens doing their job, and that 1 's how the country works 
best. '" . 

Q What's your react10n j Mr. PreSident, to critiCS 
who say you're not reaching high enough;' you're gOing for 
politically palatable measures ,that 'are easy 'to swallow' in ,your 
seC9nd term? You've heard the 'critiCism . 

.. ' 

THE PRESIDENT: I have, but I don't 'think it's 
accurate. \ ,Let's just look at the first' 100'daYs .. I proposed a 
budget that would balance the budget for the first time since 
1969, that "would have the biggest ,increase in education funding 
in a, generat1on and make the first'two years of college 

'universal, that would give health care coverage to-five 'million' 
: k'ids and clean·up t~e 50_0: worst toxic waste dumps in the country. 

, 'x got a tele'communicati-ons 'aqreement that will 
create' hundreds of thousands of high-wagQ,jobs for America by 
getting thejworld, in effect, ,involv~d in qur;'te.chflology,. We 
just'made an agreement, in Helsinki to reduce:our. nuclear ,arms to 
80 percent from their Cold' War high. we'-justChad a Chemi'cal' 
we'apons Conven'tion that. I th-tnk -is h'istori'c', in '1 ts importance'. " 
We have now"qot,20 percent o£·the country, already just in the 
first 190 days; 20 percent of,the school chil'dren in tue country: 
committed to take the first ever test measuring national 
'standards for .reading and math by' 1999. And that! S in the first 
1'00 days: ' .. 

I· don't think that'S insignificant. If we have 
if we' leave; with genuine national standards in education for the·­
first time in over 200 years, if we have all' the children in this 
country insured; and if we have' -- if we make our welfare to work 
totals, we put another,millio"n people from welfare to work and 
prove welfare reform' does work. :r think those 'are historic and 
profoundly important. ' , , 

, 'Q . Oo"'you want to answer one more question'? 
They 1 re te1l1ngme -- , 

THg PRESIDENT; 

I Q .' All right. 
quickly, Pr~sident ,Clinton? 
decision in, North Carolina! 

s~r:e; 9ne more .. : 

Can I ask you:about tobacco 
,Some people are;lsaYlng the, court' 
saying the FDA ,could consiaer tobacco 

a' .drug ,and regulate it, is a mixed blessing because it also said 
that advertising could not be controlled in' a'way you were 
seeking. ' .' . .' 

THE PRESIDENT: Well! first', 'let me "say~ rm in the 
camp, .along' with David Kessler who worked with me to issue .those' 
regulations'i that believes that 'this decision is ,a huge victory 
for us. In a difficult environment, the court ruled that the 
Federal Food and Drug Administration cquId, r.egulate tobacco. 

" 
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That means :we 'can p'iotect. our c'h11dreri.' ':I'.:ti~i:ieve access to 
tobacco by lchildren equals addiction to '~ob~,CC~, by childreni So 
I "m very happy., 

You know, we started this battle and people told me 
-it was crazy. ,it didn't make any sense, it would just hurt us 
all,' 1 t was an awful' idea'. And it I S an .enormous validation. , , , 

NOw, the· court did sayJthat While the FDA 'COUld 
re9ulate tobacco, it cO,uldn 1 t re.gulate the ,advertising of 
tobacco. But it didn't say that we ',were violating'the 1st 
Amendment;' 'it simply:said that the statute as ,-written didn I t 
'permi t advertising be' requlated.' Now" that qi ves us ·two options; 
number one,,' we:· can appea,l that 

Q Which ¥ou:re doing. 
, 

THE PRESIDENT: We '"re going to' -appeal -it. _, We! va qot 
a _good' chance to,win., And number two, if. we. can't do it by 
advertising we can:fiqure out some other way to do ~t. And-so, 
in that sense, i'f' I were in the'tobacco companies' shoes, Itd 
almost be regretful. of that because, actual-fir I 'anything 'else that 
coul'd be do'ne by the FDA, would be, in :effect~,-;more.- e:x.treme :from , 
thei?-" point of. view.' . ' ­

-~, 

so' I,'m 'very nappy with- th'e decl~ion. 'I wish weld 
gotten everything, but-we're going to appeal'and welte going to 

'keep ,fighting to protect the kids.' , 

Q That's good. Th'eY'rEl: telling me -- they're

going to kill .me if I keep asking you questions. . 


THE PRESIDENT: You did well." We got, a -lot of 
questions, ~ldn't' we -- booDl" boom, boom, boom, boom, bOO,IDI ~:)Qom, 
boom I' boom.: 

END 2:06 P,M. EDT 
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2:14 P,M,.EDT 

Q' ,Mr. presi'dent, in 1995, 93. million 'Aniericans 
volunteered to do something, and volunte'ered ,2;0 billion hours. 
Our record li8 pretty,<]ood. SQ why do we 'need',' something 11ike " 
this? , '" "'. 1 : .:~, :. 

" ,'r 

THE, PRESIDENT: Because' we need ','more' and we p.eed' a 
different sort of ,focus. T:'1is conference is attempting to do two 
things. this "summit on service. First, to' focus us on what is 
our biggest common problem, which .is that even though-we've had 
record numbers of new jobs l crime rates are declining, the 
welfare rolls .are declining, this country is in great shape -- a 
significant number of our young people are not in good shape. 

And so we want more people in every community to 
Ivolunteer to mentor 'kids, to he'lp them' dev'elop skills to make 

sure they have the health care ,they need, to make s'ure they're in" 
safe places, and to get children .th'emselves involved in community 
activities and service.' And in a larger sense, what we're trying 
to do is,to redefine the concept of citizenship so that we don1t 
say j 93 million of us volunteer, that s> good;" we should say allI 

of us do something for our fellow men and women, boys and girls' 
in our· community. 

, . , There was, a survey a couple of' weeks ago which ~w'as 
~, published.which ,said that lOver 90 per~e'nt,of our· younq',people 

would volunteer to help eacn 'other' if theY"were simply a'ske:d/' 
right, across' ,racial and ethnic lines.- And ·we -k'ric)'w 'that the 
government 'Ishould ,do some more' things I, too. ';" I I va' proposed a bi'g 
,increase in e'ducation, making the, first two .years, of 'colle'ge as 
universal as high school;, having 'national 'standards for the first 
time and 1n' 1999 an examination to see whether our kids, are 
meeting,those standards; adding millions of, children to the ranks 
of ,those who are' insured; continuing to. work to make our streets 
safer. 

But if we do all that, ·a lot of 
, , 

these kIds have 
problems that are' personal ,and human and have to be dealt 'with 
.one on orie.: So; yes, we I re' a great volunteering country, 'bilt \'lta 
c~n 'do more, more 'of us can do it, .and we have to focus on ,the ' 
children. 

'Q volunteerism suggests somethinq in peoplels 
minds. And yet, today, you talked about a million people from 
'the Defense Department,.as mentors' and a million from DOT as 
mentors', reading tutors to tutor another million people. The 
cost of tha't, in time, for .Defense Department people f DOT people 
the cost of training the reading tutors -- that's estimated at 
$2.7 billion by! itself. ,The cost of that, fs:',enormous. That's 
almost' an anathema, to volunteerism. '" '. '::: {j-;,', ,,' ,,' 

, . , .'.~ 

THE P'RESIDENT: Yes, but the benefits far outweigh 
the .costs. ! And 'keep in mind, a lot this 'time" will 'be -- a iot, of 
this is things that people will do, on, th€dr 'own time , not just on 
the government's time, but on their own time. 'In the' case ,of the 
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-Department of Transportation, a lot of them are work'ing with 

priv~te contractors, like highway contractors, people who repair 

airports, people who do'other things; they will do a' lof of that 

work. 


In t.he case of the reading tuto7;s f .we t re going to 
use 11,000 of' our AmeriCorps volunteers to try to mobilize 35·,000 
others, then'we'll go out and· get a million more. College 
presidents, for example, are. giving us' young people who are going' 
to do work study anyway $ to.do this-. 

I prefer'to call it service and to say there are all 
kinds of services. volunteers can do service, full-time people 
like Americorps people can do service. If an employer hires 'an 
extra employee.who is moving from welfare: to work so they can 
help their own kids~ that's service. That's what I want 
Americans to think about that service is a,. part of 
citizenship. " . 

'Q Would we be talking about th~s with,such 

urgency if there weren't cutbacks. in government social programs 

to the extent' that this is? ' 


THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I think we would. 'Let me just' 
say this and 11m glad you asked me the question , because I 
think there is a common assumption that there is somehow a 

. connection between this summit and the passage df the welfare 
reform bill", that that somehow symbolizes :;._: i 

, -­
well/ I. was qoing.to'get to that, too-­

" ' . ' 

THE PRESIDENT: -- a cutback in social programs. I 

disagree with that. Let me say again: Look 'a m~ balanced 

budget. It' has the biggest increase in' education funding in _a 

generation, it adds 5 million kids to the r'anks of those' with 


'health insurance. In the' case ,of welfare we're putting $4 
billion more into. child care. My plan would provide $3 billion 
more to pay people -- to help c~ties 'hire people. from welfare to 
work/ in tax incentives to help businesses,hire people from 
welfare to work. 

Government 'in this' case is, doing more. What we know 
is that' the children who are growin'g up in dysfunctional, high-'
crime areas or who don!t have strong family' situations or whose 
parents need to'learn more about good parenting! that those' 
problems cannot be addressed by government programs, that all 
these things that 'I am proposing will' really help, but these kids 
still need,"one"'on-one involvement with caring adults and with 
other children who have more productive lives that they can 
become a part of. We k.·now'that. 

. ~. ,<I: • , , ", ' ~~. 

Q One of the things you.' re asKing is for 
corporations to qet,involved in,this, not only in providing 
material, ~ut'prov1ding manpower, to do the kinds of mentoring 
you '.re ,tal~1ng about. Corporations in t~e, last eight' years, when 
you look at pre·tax profits, cut their charitable donations in 
haif. ThiS is a time when corporations more and more are worried 
about the bottom line··on the1r'balance sheet. Are they going to 
do it? What's in it for them? ' 

, , 
THE PRESIDENT: I'll tell you what's in it for them, 

-What! s in'it f'o= them ,is a stronger America, more taxpayers down 
the line and fewer people e,ating up tax dollars; lower crime, 
rates i healthier citizens'; people with better educat~ons who f 

themselves, have higher incomes and buy the products and services 
that corporations put out. People who are better educated and" 
therefore'can be their entry-level employees.

I . , 

You c'an I t 'have 'healthy corporations in 'an 'unheal thy 
environment .. And if you -~ let s look at a strong American ,I 

, corporation today with a high growth rate. 'There are only two 
places that those'corporations can expand their markets. They

, . \ ' . 
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can expand their markets overseas to places that are growing,' o~ 
they' can expand their markets by having more Americans become 
more productive and able to buy their products and-services . 

• 1 And I, think the most efficient 'thing for us to do as 
a country -- just cold-blooded efficiency ,-- selflshness, 
enlightene'd .selfishness '-,- .is to stop 'letting so -many kids get 
away from' us "and wind up in j ail and on drugs and the' victims of 
violenc'e and save' a higher percenta'ge 'of them., 

Q But if they bought that, would their charitable 
contributions be going down at the rate that they have and when 
these cameras go away, do_you-think theyfll, be there? . 

I . '. . 
-,:;. ,­

THE P!,ESIDEN'r: well, first of:, all, .~ 'think a lot of 
, , ' them _C 

Do you honestly think they'll be'there? 
, , 

THE PRESIDENT: I do. I do think ,they'll be there 
let me just say this. I-think "th'eY 1 11 be .there if we are 

there on a consistent basis. One of the reasons that I was 
axeited about being a part and'a sponsor of this summ1 t 1·s that 
General Powell was committed -:.. and I think this comes out of his 
military training -- he was ,committed to do this only if we had a 
follow-up -organization that was' properly fUl1ded , that could 
systematically continue to' go after the business community to 
invest not only money; but the time and talents of their people. ' 

So 'r' think the second thing is, we will b.able to , 
show, more than the business.community has been able to. show in 
the past -- welve been able to show the business community. in the 
past',. what works and what doesnft. So they-!ll know that when 
they make a charitable contribution, they don't just get a tax 
deduction # th'ey know 'they \ re going to qet something for their 
money. ..",_ 

And finally, l.et ine 'Say,' 'Ofte'n': time', is more 
important. than money. If these corporate execu'tives and' these ,. , 
wage-earners and, the salary earners and the people' that work up 
and down the line, or the people that work in the little .. 
businesses, you know, if they start bringing in kids on the" 
weekend, if they start reading to little kids, if they start 
going into the inner cities and 'helpln';1.'to o'rganize baseball and 
soccer leagues, those kinds of things will change the face of ou):: 
country in , a profound

' 
way. 

, 
, Q Do you favor mandatory service for'young people. ' in some.way'--' volunteertsm?), " 

, 

, THo PRESIDENT: r believe 'it"s a good thing. But 
,the best ~ay to do it is in the schools', That'ls,'I don't think 
we ought to -:-- we can I t pass" a law and require' it full-time· 

'because ~~ 'donlt have' enough money to support that, ,even' though. 
-- for example. in AmeriCorps, there are about 25,000 young , , 
people today., Now, that's a lot. ay the year 2000, we'll have' 
more people who served in AmeriCorps in eight years' than served 
in, the, wh9le history of the Peace corps', ,and ,more and .more yout:I9", 
peoPfe want to do it. :' ",!'< 

~. 'But ,what I' think ought to be done is" I think --- let 
:: me Wjust"give you an example. David'Hornheck,'who is ,the 

superintendent here in Pniladelphia is about to put in a 
requirelnent in the Ph11'adelphia school systems that all 4th or 
5th graders have to do some community service as. ,a cond1 tion of 
gofng'on to middle school, and 8th graders have to.do. some as a 
condition of going on to high school.' 
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Ten years ago ten years ago, David Hornbeck and I 
and Torn Rean, the former Republican Governor of New Jersey, were 
on a commission where we recommended this for 8th graders 1n 
Americ•. ,And do I think it's a good'thiniJ? I think it's a great, 
idea. " , ., 

. Q Md there are many. school 'systems that make i't ' 
a'~equir~ment for graduat1(:m from high school as well. 

THE PRESli:)i~:'NT: Yes I and I think that'· s a good, 

thing. 


, , ' 

•. Q ..- ~h'e'argument .then qets';ra:ised~' if. it's' 
mandatory,'voluntee:risrn, that's an oxymoron·:~~,.' voluntee'r1sm, 'by its 
nature, is not mandatory. , .'''' ' 

, 
THE 'PRESIDENT: That'. rignt.,'well, I have two 

responses to that', Number one, I thi!)k if it were mandatory on . , 
the schools to offe:r ·it in a sys.tematlc and meaningful' ,way" just 

,to offer it, over 90 percent of the young people would "do. it 
anyway,. First of all, it would quickly become the thing to do; 
secondly. kids are basically idealistic an~ they want to know 

, that' they matter ~ and a 'lot of the, ways they know they matter are 
'" when they 'can ,help .oth'er people. . . ' , . 

" ' , J 

So I', think maybe' ,we' ought 'to focus on mandating the 
schools to' offer it. If tliey offered it, most kids would do it. 


"'The second thing is, where it is 'mandatory for young people, 

. that's pa'r:t of raising young people', If ,you make it mandatory 

for a 4th grader or an 8th grader and it's a part of their \ 
growing uP:; then it's somet~ing they experience and'·they' know; 
then, when',theY're adults'l of ,course it's not mandatory, but 
they.'re fa,r more likely, to' keep doing it·: That's part of, an 
educational proc'ess. You know, we require children to do' all 
kin'de of things· we don I t require adul~s' :to·.;'do" ·l:iecause we think 
that 'when ,they, 'learn ,good hahUs ,and'good~"values;'it strengthens 
their characters and they do1better late:r' in. l·lfe. _.'" ' . . " .. ,.,' 

Q Final question: In! 1961 '"r . remember. hearing 
Mort saul do a'monologue in which he-said; ·after'hearing John 
Kennedy say, "Ask not what your country can,do for yout:ask what 
you can do; for,. your country 111 the whole' premise of the monologue
waSt he traveled around the country trying to find out from 
President Kennedy wh;;tt in the' world it was he was ',supposed to Ida,. 

i He finally runs, into Kennedy f. and Kennedy says, 
well, jus~ keep dOing what you1re doing. ,well, What does some 
guy who sees all of this going 'on in Philadelphia'who is in 
Topeka', Kansas or ·in someplace in' Texas, what does he do? What 
would you ~ave hi~ do? ., 

THE. PRESIDENT: I would have him,· firs~ of all, say 
what is the condition of the, kids in my community, what are the 
problems here, where are the"kids that need help, what do they 
'need? Do they need a mentor for kids who grew up 'in troubled ' 
homes in v'iolent neighborhoods? 00' they need parents to work on 

.organizing' safe streets organizations? It.:works. 11t Boston; 
'they haven', t 'had a kid killed ,in a year and:!a half; The only big 
city in America where that! s tr'ue, because'~.ci·tizens ,work with the 
police officers 'and ,the probation officers' to' do it.· , ' 

Do !tliey' need greater health 'care? Do we need to , 

,figure out, a way to get these kid's ,to the heq.lth 'clinics on the 

weekends or)get health professionals into the schools? What is 


~ it that 'they need? And then, I want to go volunteer whatever I 

'can to fill that need. . 
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Every adult can at least offer to-be a mentor 
through a Bfg 'Brother or Big Sister prog-ram or some other program 
there. Everybody can offer to help -~ to'qet very little 
training 'if ,you 1 v.e got -good, basic education -- and learn to 
teach a child to read, to get reading skills up, which is so 
important. That's what I'would do. I would. say. 11m going to 
make'it my business to find out what the people in my community
need. . 

Q Mr. PreSident, thank Good to talk· to YOU.,you,~ 

. . . .", '. THE PRESIDENT: Thanks. .. 
.' t·.' ., 

..',­END 2:2S'P.M, EDT 

.• 1 ,. , 
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GENERAL POWELL: Distinguished guests o~ the stand 

with rna, ladies and gentlemen, I just want to say to you, it!s 

g09d to have an 'army a:gain." I lQv,e it! (Applause.} 


,And'it 1 s going to be a great army. Just look around 
at the unifo'rms of orange and blue; and' yellow. Look at· us as 
Americans, white( and black, all coming together here in 
Philadelphia, the birthplace of this great nation. (Applause.) 
We're coming t"gether because we care. Werre,coming together 
because we'l re a co'mpassionate people. We are com'ing~ together. 

-because we can look out across· America and 'see problems that w'e 
can do somethingl about, _ ' . 

We see,~oung pe;?ple in need, young 'people who are 
wondering, is there an AIDerlean Draam for ,me; can I'achieve my
dream; can I'achieve my ambitioni will people help me; Will 
somebody reach and lift me, up? I wonder about that. And the 
answer we'lre going to' give them is, yes, America care~., Each and 
everyone of us cares. (Applause. ) , 

Tbi$ is not the tim€', to say; are you substitut~ng 
for government?,iTbis 1s not the ,time to' ask, is there more ,that 

·government should be dOing or less ,that government should be 
doing? This is' a time for, each and every, one of us to look into 
our "own heart to looJC into our own community, find someon'e whor 

is in need, find: someone who is wanting, find someone who is 
looking up 't'o us; 'and for each and everyone of us to reach down, 
,to, reach back, t.o reach across, to lift up a fellow American and 
put h'im on the road'to success in'this wonder ,country of curs. 
We can do it. ,(,~,pplause.-} , 

For those who say, how far can you qet, the 'answer' 
iS I not -sure yet~ There are 15 m1llion young Americans in need. 
and we should not be, satisfied until we have touched the life ot' 
everyone of those 15 null ion American youngsters. ,(,Applause,) 

. 
How'can we fail if we get this. Kind of an outpouring 

in Philadelphia .- an outpouring that will be repeated in cities 
and towns across;this,nation? This bas to be _a crusader' a 
campaign, an alliance that goes on for months and years'into the 
future. How can we fail when we have the kind'of comrui'tment we 
see from' our Presidents and our, political leaders' and' our public 
sp'irited leaders 'and- all the leaders in every institution 'Of 
America? How can we fail when we' liv.e.., in a country as qreat' as 
O~lrs? How can we fail if we are a 'people as 'great as we are? We 
are Americans. We can make t t happen. We will Diake it happen. 
We must make it happen. ,-'(-Applause.), 

And :now ( ladies and gentlemen) it 1s my great' 
pleasure to introduce someone who has been supportive of'this, 
effort from the very, very beginnlng and whose cqunsel I have 
used,to great va1!ue 'over the 'last several weeks, and that is our' , 
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distinguished.Vice president of the United States Vice 
President Al Gore. (lIPplause.) 

VICE PRBSIDENT GORE: Thank you. Thank you very 

much. Hello, Philadelphia I (Applause.) lire you ready for 

service? .(Applause.) Well, thank you. 


And, General Powell, I'm going to have the privilege
of introducing you tomorrow, but I want'to take this opportunity 
right,here 'and now, at the beginning of th~s tremend~us weekend 
'that kicks off ',. dramatic national effort -- if I can be so 
presumptuous, lId like to speak for the entire United states of 
America in saying to General Colin powell, thank you for leading 
th'is effort 'on the ground, being a pOint man. We appreciate it. 
(Applause. ) 

Tipper and I are so 'honored to be here with 
president and Mrs. Clinton. And I'm going to say just a word 
about them in just a moment. We're honored' to be here ~ith . 
President Bush, a former Commander~in-Chief and ,current 
paratrooper -- (applause) -- and Mrs. Bush. And we want to thank 
the two of you for your life long commitment to volunteerism and 
service and for your leadership on this occasion. 

And you know, president and Mrs. Carter were 
introduced early as America1s'first volunteer couple, They have 
been out, there with liammers and saws, and we' appreciate your 
leadership here. (Applause.) 

And to Alma powell, to Governor Ridge and M~yor 
Rendell and Judge·Midge Rendell, all the distinguished members of 
the congressional delegation, Senator specter and congressman 
Borski and Fattah and Foglietta, and secretary Cisneros and l you 
know I President Ford is 'going to be here a little bit later. And' 
I want to acknowledge ~ the' daughter of former president, .Johnson, 
Linda Johnson Robb, who is also here, and all of the others who 
have 'played a part in this event. (APplause. ) 

I'm 'not quite sure how I feel about being su"rrounded 
by all of this star power, It reminds me a little of when 
championship· sports teams visit the White Housel like the Bulls 
did a couple"of weeks' ago. Maybe the next team will be ,the 
Philadelphia Flyers, 'You can't tell, (Applause.) 

,But when events like that happen'at the White House, 
theylre really great, but not necessarily for me, because people 
go crazy arid,they're so excited, I just" qet brusbed aside, pushed 
to the back of the room and" if I l,lTI 'lucky, somebody will see me 

,alone in the~corner, and'say, IIExcuse mel Al, can you take a 
picture of me and Michael Jo'rdan?" (Laughter. )' And 1 answer, 
",of course, Mr. president.;; (Laughter; l 

Tomorrow ·18 a wonderful day, the start of something, 
big. Thank all of you for being here to kick off and participate 
in this truly historic summit. I've been listening, as maybe 
some of you have to t'he overwhelming chorus of approval fromr 

Americans that come from every part of our country to say'now is 
the time.. Let! s do it. Let's put all the divisions, behind us. 
Let's all pitch in --'black, white, brown, yellow, red, Democrat I 
Republican '-- every' ideological combination. (Applause. ) This 
is· a good" thing. ' 

·You'll hear a few"voices, both ori the right and on 
the left, saying they don't like this or they don't like·that, 
well, all of the other debates ought to be put to one side 
because this means we I re" coming .together as a nation to help' 
those who', need help. Regardless of what the government does. j 

we're going to pitch in as individual Americans and do what we 
can, ,Right? (Applause.) 

I want to say tha-t president and Mrs. Clinton and 
T~pper an~ I have had occasion -- many occasions during the last 
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four years to put on work clothes and rebuild a church, or paint 
houses,· or build houses,with President and Mrs.· carter, and 
volunteerism:is goof for the soul and good for this country. 
president' clinton bas tried to embody that spirit ,in the 
AmeriCorps program, in the America Reads program -- (applause) 
and there·are all different kinds of volunteerism and they all do 
a lot of good if theytr~ organized correctly. 

,This kickoff is the time when all of it is brought 

together. Let! s make sure that this is not just a volunteerisrn 

summit, but the beginning of a volunteerism movement that 

continues from Philadelphia all across the United states of 

America. Let's do it! (Applause.)' 


,GENERAL POWELL: And ,now, ladies and gentlemen, it's 
my great pleasure to introduce President Jimmy Carter. 
(Applause. ) 

PRESIDENT CARTER: Thank you. (Applause.) "No one 
can come tO,Philadelphia, the birthplace of freedom and equality' 
in this nation, without thinking about the last more than 200 
years of evoiution of our great country. We have people here 
from every nation on Earth, totally different. It's not a 
melting pot, -it"s kind of 'like a mosaic with different people 
looking different ways, but forming a beaut'iful picture. But the 
thing that is constant' for all' of us 'is twofold. One is a 
com!Uitment to ,freedom, and the other one is. a commitment to 
equality. • 

,I don't think there's much doubt that in this' 
country we do have freedom. But I don't think there's much doubt 
that in thIs 'country we do·not yet have equalit"y. (Applause.) 
In many ways, we have two Americas. We have two Philadelphias. 
We have two Atlantas .. We have two Los Angeleses. One of them is 
a rich nation with a decent ,home in which to' live, with fairly 
good health care and'education and a job opportunity, and a 
belief that the police are on our side and that the judicial 
system is fair, a'nd that if w'e make a decision, it will make a 
difference at least in our own lives. Those are the rich· people. 
But we have a lot' of neighbors who don't have any of those 
things. 

This summit is designed to correct that problem in 
our great country. (Applause.) What can we do'about it? You 
tell· me -- what can we do about it? volunteer, right? What can 
we do about it? .volunteer. If we want to have a lot of 
adventure in life, we can - ­

AUDIENCE: volunteer. 

PRESIDENT CARTER: volunteer. If we want to do 
-something that's unpredictable, we can 

'AUDIENCE: Volunteer. 

PRESIDENT CARTER: volunteer. If we want to make 
new friends, we can - ­

AUDIENCE: Volunteer. 

PRESIDENT CARTER: volunteer. If we want to have 
a gratifying experience, we can 

AUDIENCE: Volunteer. 

PRESIDENT CARTER: volunteer. If Y9u want to 

shed 'a few tears of joy and happiriess, we can 


AUDIENCE: Volunteer. 

PRESIDENT CARTER: volunteer. That1s what' we're 
here for ~ Let's do it.' (Applause.) 
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;GENERAL POWELL:': And now, ladies and' gentlemen, it's 
my great pleasure to introduce 'my fellow paratrooper, 'President 
George BU~h. (Applause. t· 

PRESIDENT BUSH: Thank you, colin. Thank you all 
very much. Eresi'dent Cl~nton and Mrs. Clinton, and Mr. Vice 

'President, and president Carter, and, of course, the former 
Chairman-of the Joint Ch~efs. who's now setting such a great 
example, coli!n powell what a joy it is to be .working with him' 
again. ' 

Barbara are thrilled to be here, really. And today, 
we I re just Americans -- not Republican, not Democrat; not Jew or. 
Gentile; not rich or poor; not black or white ...Today ~ we are 
Americans united by a common commitment to our country and to our 
children -- most of all to the children. (Applause.) And welre 
here because we want to give something'back -- give something 
back to this ination which has given us our freedom, and the 
generation tha~ is our future. ' 

And so we!ve come together in Philadelphia' to invite 
our fellow citizens across this country to get involved in making 
your community, the whple country a better place to live .. 

And, of course, this morning 11m privileged to share' 
this stage wiith a prestigiOUS group'of leaders, coming t'rom the 
world of polftics and religion and the military. But looking out 
here tod-ay. I see another group of leaders who are more important 
when it comes to volunteering and contributing in'the community. 
And that is thousands of citizens who care. [Applause.) 

If there'S one message -- if there's one message for 
the people of this sumrni t, I hope it! s that you don I, t have to be 
a president to be a leader~ and you-don't·have to be a First Lady 
to touch the life of someone'else. Barbara likes to say, what 
happens in your house'is "more important than what happens in the 
White House. And she is absolutely right. (APplause.) 

And, you know. when you, look at" problems we face as 
a nation, it jwould be easy to get"dlscouraged. Too' many kids are 

'going to be hungry at night, can't read or donlt have someone who 
cares for them. But w,hen -you realize that there isn I t a problem 
we face in America that isn't being solved by somebody.
someplace, then this' is our call ,to action. 

• j And such is the spirit of Philadelphia, epitomized 

by your",enthusiastic Mayor. And today and tomorrow and Tuesday 

and beyond, there1s something for each of us to' do. And Barbara 

and I look forward to rolling up ,our sleeves and joining each of 

you in doing it -- in volunteering. Thimk you all'very; very

much. (Applause. I .. 


,GENERAL ~OWE~L: Thank you very much. president 

Bush. 


Ladies and qentlemen, as we put this summit 
togetht'u', we 'had' the full supp'ort~ encouragement, championship of 
our next speaker -- a man who,has devoted his life to service and 
has been very, very aggressive in putting the mark of national 
se'rvice hack' ,on our national agenda. And he and, h'is wife have a 
lifelong record of service to youth issues. It is now my 'great 
pleasure'to present to you our President, President William 
Jefferson Cl:lntol1. (Applause.,) 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Thank you. Thank you very much. 

AUDIENCE: Good morningl 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Are you ready to go to work?, 
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AUDIENCE: Yes! 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Are you warmed up? 
, 
AUDIENCE: Yes' 

PRESIDENT ,CLINTON: 'Have you heard all the speeches 
you want to hear? (Applause.} 

.' . 
I want to just say -- let me say, first of all/ how 

grateful I am to be here with all this people who have made' this 
possible and with all of you. I thank the people of Philadelphia 
,for being so good ~o me since 1992 and for beinq my friends and 
for giving me a chance to work with you to bring Philadelphia 
~ack, Thank you so much. [Applause.) I thank'all your 
officials. I thank~your wonderful Mayor." 

General Powell told me when he retired from the 
United States Army as Cbairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff that 
the one thing,he wanted to do more than anything else was to find 
a way ,to ,give every child in th1s country "a chance at a 'good 
future, and I. thank him ior doing that. [Applause.) 

I thank colin and Alma. I'thank George and Barbara 
Bush for their examples -- Mrs. Bush with her literacy programi 
President Bush for A Thousand Points of Light.' (APplause. l I 
thank president and Mrs. 'Carter for caring about the children of 
',this country, for the work theylve done with Habitat for Humanity 
and for -- (applause) --, for going allover the world to rid the 
children of the world of dread diseases, to give them food to eat 
and a decent, humane:·~lace to grow up in. I thank all-of you. 

But let's face it. I want ,everybody to face it, 
Why are we here? We know that a lot of us would be doing a lot 
of this anyway. 

< 

There are a lot of wonderful volunteers in 
America. Here's why we're here. This country has 'produced a' lot 
of jobS in the last four years. The cr1me'rate is going down, 
the welfare rolls are going down. But we'r~ still losing too 
many k.ids to crime~' to drugs I to not having a decent income in 
their home and t.o' not having a bright future. And we', re 'here 
because we don't think we have 'to put up with it, and we believe 
together' we can chanqe it. Isn1t that right? (Applause,) 

I'm here because I want the young people out here to 
grow up in an America that is even greater than the America I 
grew up in. That is the eternal dream and promise, and everyone 
of you,deserves that.' I'm here because, frankly, I 'believe that J 
as children of God, we can never fulfill our own ambitions until ¥ 
we help our brothers and sisters to fulfill theirs. (Applause.) 
our brothers and sisters to fulfill'theirs. (Applause.) 

I'm.here because I want to redefine the meaning of 
citizenship i~ America., I want' the children here, starting next 
week, and allover America -- it you1re asked in school, what' 
does,it mean to'be a good citizen , I want the answer to be, well, 
to be a good citizen, you have to obey the law, you've got to go 
to work or be in ,'school ~ you' v'a gO~ to pay your taxes and, oh~ . 
yes l you have to serve in your community to help make it a better 
place, [Applause.) . 

And, General powell, since. we're going to keep this 
going and we all have to make an account 'of ourselves, I'll go 
first. Here's my commitment to you ~nd your proj~ct. 

, !n the next four years, the Department of Defense 
will mentor 1 tutor and teach one million children. (A.pplause ,') 
!n the next four-years, the Department of Transportation and the 
private businesses who work with them will do,that.for one 
million more. (Applause,) We will adopt a total, of 2,000 
schools in the federal agencies of this country. (Applause.) We 
will find" one million reading tutors in the America Reads " 
program, to make sure· every child can read inde~endently by the 
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3rd grade. (Applause.) And our Amer'icorps volunteers will go 
across this cou-ntry to recruit at least a dozen more volunteers 
for everyone' of them, to m'ake sure that al'l of the: items on your. 
agenda succeed. That .1s our commitment', {Applause.} 

Are you ready, to keep your. commitment? 

AUDIENCE: Yes! 

PRESIDENT 'CLINTON: After today is over, do you 
p~omise to keep working tomorrow? 

AUDIENCE: Yes! 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: And next year? 

AUDIENCE: Yes! 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: And the year after that?, 

AUDIENCE: Yes I 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: until the job is done? 

AUDIENCE: Yes I 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: I promis". Say it! 
, , 

AUDIENCE: I promise! 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Let"s go to work. God b~ess 
you. {Applause. ) 

GENERAL POWELL: All right. The speeches are over. 
We've had a great morning, but now itt's time to get, to work. 
Remember what I you've heard here today. Let's go out and take 
care of our N!llow'citizens-. Let's be volunteers for a better 
America. Let's he prepared' to serve. Let what's happening here 
today spread across the country to every City, to every town, 

. . 
Are you ready to go, Philadelphia? 

AUDIENCE: Yes! ',. 
GENERAL POWELL: Well. we're going to get it on! 

And now I would ask Rabbi 'Fuchs to come forward and give us a 
benediction so that we can get on with our work. 

END ,·11:37 A.M. EDT 
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