e

9:49 AM. EDT ;

Tﬁﬁ WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Presg Secretary
iPh14adelpn3a, P&nnsylvanla)

For immediate Release . .. April 28 15497

W
H

REMARKS. BY PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON,
- PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH, PRESIDENT JIMMY CARTER,:
PRESIDENT GERALD FORD, GENERAL COLIN POWELL, '
, : © MRS, NANCY REAGAN, ARND VICE PRESBIDENT AL GOR®

1 ¥ - -+
+

Independence gatianal Higtarical Park
Philadelphia,; Pennsyivania

B [ -

GENERAL POWELL: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.
You look wonderful out there this morning. They were worried
last night that the rain would wash thig out, and as early as
this worning there were calls flying arcund town at 5:00 a.m. in
the morning, should we move it.  The apnswer was, it will not
rain, not on thxs parads, not today, not with what we'lve got '
going on. And it did noet zng it will not. {Applause.)

aver 200 YE3Yrs ago,. &8 group of volunteers gathered
on this sacr@é spot to found a new nation. In perfect words,
they voiced their dreams and aspirations of aun imperfect world.
They pledged their lives, their fortune and {heir sacred honor te
secure inhalienable rights given by God for life, liberty, and
pursuit of happiness -~ pledged that they would provide them Lo
all who would inhabit this new nation. .

They look down on us today in spivit, with pride for
all we have done to keep faith with theiyr ideals and their '
gsacrifices. Yet, despite all we have done, this is still an
imperfect world. we still live in an imperfect society! Despits
more than two centuries of moral and material progress, despits
all our efforts to achieve a more perfect union, there are still
Amgricans who are not sharing in the Amerilcan Dveam. ' There are
££1ll Americans who are not sharing in the American Dream. There'
are still Americans who wonder: is the journey there for them, -
is the dream there for them, or, whethér it 'is, at best, a dream
deferred. o ‘

The greai Amevican peetl, Langston Hughes, talked
about a dream gdeferred, and he-sald, "wWhat happens to a dream
deferred? Does it dry up like a raisin in the sun, or fester
like a sore and then run? - Does it.stink like rotten meaj *»r.
crust and sugar over like a syrupy sweet? Maybe it just sags,
like a heavy locad. _oOr, -dogs 1% explode?”

K
1

: For too many young Americans, that dream deferred
dops sag like a heavy 1load that's pushing them dcwﬁginte the
ground, and they. wonder if they c¢an rise up with that Isad. aAng
as we ses Loo often in our daily life, it does explode in

" violence, in youngsters falling dead, shot by other voungsters.

It does explode, and it has the. potential ta explode cur society,.

So today; we gather here today to pledge that the
ﬁrea& nust no ‘longer be deferrad and it will never, as long as we
can do anything about it, become a dream denied. That is why wa
are here, my friends. {Applause.} We gather here to pledne that
those of us who are more fortunate will not forsake those vho are
less fortunate. We are a compassionate and caring people. We
are a generous people. We will reach down, we will reach back,
we will reach lacross to help our hrothers and slstezs who are in
need.
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' Thank you very much. (Applause.j) . /

i

Above all, we pledge to reach out Lo the most
vulnerable members of the American family, our children. " As
you've heard, up to 15 wmillion young Americans today are at risk.
They are at risk of growing up unskilled, unlearned or, even
worse, unloved. They are at risk of growing up physically or
psychologically abused, They are at risk of growing up addicted

" to the patholegies and poisdng of the . street . They are &t risk
‘of branging up children into the world hefore they, themselvasg

L3

have grown up. They are at riskX of never qrawmng up at alil.
Fifteen million veung lives are'at risk, may not make 1t unless
we care encugh to d¢ something about itn.

In terms of nusmbers, the task may seem staggering.
But if we 100k at the sismple needs thai .these children have, then
the task 1s manageable, the goal ig achievable.  We know what
they need. They need an adult caring psrson in their life, a
safs plagse o learn and grow, a healthy start, marketable skills
ang an opportunity to serve so that early in their liveg they
iearn the virtue of service so that they can reach out then and
toveh ancother young American in need.

These are basig neads that we commit ocurssives
today, we promise teday., We are making America’s promise today
t¢ provide to those children in need. Thisg is a grand alliance.
It is an alliance hetwesn government and Corporate Ameriga.and
nonprofict America, between our institurions ¢f falth, but
gspecially between individual Americans.

. vou heard the governors and the mayoers, and you’ll |
heay more in a 1ittle minute that says the real answsr ig for
agach and every one of us, not just here in Philadelphia, bhut
across thisg land ~- for sach and svery ong of us 1o reach outr and
touch someone in need.

All of ug can spare 30 minutes & week oOr an hour &,
week. ALl of us can give an extra dollar. All of us can touch
somgone who doesn’t 100k like us, who dogsn’'t speak like us, who
may nov dress like us, but, by God, needs us in their lives. And
that's what we all ‘have te do to keep this going.

And s8¢ there's a spirit of Philadelphia here veday .
There's a spirit of Philadelphia that we saw yestevday in
Germantown. There i1s a spirit ¢f Philadelphia that will leave
Philadelphia tomorrow afiternoon and spread aoross this whole
nation-w« 30 governors will go back and spread if; over a 100

mayors will go back and spread it, and hundreds of others,

leaders arounhd this countyy who avre watching will go back and.
spread i1t. Corporate Ameriva will spread 12, nonprofics will
spread 1t. And each and svery one of us will spread it because

it has to be done, we have no.choice. We cannot leave these

¢hildren behind 1if.we are going to mest the dreams of our
founding ;at]mr » o : ; * = S o

And so let us &il Jjoin in this great ¢rusade. Lef

" us make guure that no ohild in aAmerica iz left behind, no child in

america has their drezm defsrred or denied. We c¢an do it. s
canp dp it Decause w8 ars Américans. We avre Amgricans who draw

‘cur strength from this piacs. We are Americans who believe to

the depth of our hearts that this is not & land that was put. here
by historic acc¢ident, it 18 a land that. was put here by Divine
Providence who teld us to be good stewards of the land, but
especiglly t0 be good stewards ©f each other.: Divine Providenue
gave ug this land, blessed 1t and- told us always to- be proud €¢
c¢all it America.

And so we go fqr&ard. Let's go save our children.

Y
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VICE PRESIDENT GORE: Thank you. (Applause.) Thank
you very much. Thank vou, Oprah. To all of the distinguished
guests; President and Mrs. Clinton, and former President and Mrs.
Bush;: former President Ford: Mra. Reagan; Geheral Powell and Mrs.
Fowell:; to the governers and mayvoers and senstorsg and congressmen
and Cabitet members; and wmost of all, the voeluateers: This is an
historic day. And I want to thank vou, Oprah, and once again
thank vyou, General Colin Powell, for organizing this proijsct -and
for standing strong for America's children. We're grateful to
you, the whole country is. {hpglause.} - .

In the Bible, Proverbs counsels usg, "Do not withhold
good from these who deserve it when it is in your power to act.”
and ldter in Isaiah, we learn, "If vou spend yvourselves on behalf
of the hungry, and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your
light will rise in the darkness and your nidght will become like
the noon day.” :

S

Today, in America, more and more citizens are
realizing that 1t is within our power to agt. And &¢roess
America, noon day 15 spreading a warm light ¢f compassion angd
commitment, a new spirit of service In Ameri¢a. We're seeing it
right now in North Dakota, where tens of thousanas of relief
workers and volunteers responded instantly and selflegsiy to-
thoge teryible. fleeds. President Clinteon and I have seen these
quiet American herces in action firsthand, and we have all been
inapired by what they are doing right now to help neighbors in
distress., That's the American way.

we saw this spirit of serv1ce six days ago on Earth
Diay, Amaricans of toéay honoring their duty to Americans of :
romorrow by pledging te be good stewards of the environment -~ to
make sure subsequent generations inherit air, w&&er an& land that
ig8 ¢lean, healthy and safe. . e

We saw 1t 10 days ago on NetDay, when tens of
thousands of Americans came together to pull cable, install
software, hook.up computers and c¢onnect America's classrooms to-
the Information Superhighway. And we saw it last year,

-ggpecially throughout the South, when neighbors, black and white,
joined hands to hold back ths forces of hate and rebuild churches
.and synagogues and other houses of worship that had burned tc the
ground, and say, we won't stand for it hereg in the United States
of America. We’re one nation, one community, under God and we're
coming taqethe" to help one another. [Applause.) ’

*

k And we sgaw it ysesterday here in Philasdelphia on
“Germantown Avenue. Thig spitrlt service 38 both rich with
tradition and fresh.with possibility. It is as timeless as
Independence Day and as modern as NetDay, as oid as America and

&8 young as Ameriforps. And we, 'all of us, must do everything we

sean do to-kepp tnzs§g§1rzt growing. § v

The work of this summit ig just beginning. 1Its
goal, of course: .to provide 2 million young Americans access Lo
apportunity and opportunity and the fundamental resources they
nesd by the vear 2000 -- 2 million by. 2000. We can begin by
really hearing what others have tao =ay.‘ Indesd, sometimes the
greatest act of service wa can perform is to 11@%&& carefazly,
aspecially when we listen t¢ our c¢hildren.

So let's llstan ta them nOwW. Two wesks ago, Lhe
summiz invited ;young pl&YWllghES and -students from all over
amevica to create an open letter that would tell grownups how
they gee the goal of this summit. Here now is a peek behind the
gcenss at these young Americans wrestling wzth the same issues

that confront us alz,; . ,

{R Fiim *is shown, } ; ,
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and synagogues, from fthe pulpit to the sunday schuosl teacher, c¢an

.talents. Right now, young Americans nesd 2 million volunteer

.this decpde can makpg-a better Amjrici for the next century. R

., FRESIDENT FCORD: As we meet &t this historic hall to
pegin this crusade of giving, sharing and caring for the American
family across the land, especially the 15 million young giris and
hoys who need our help, we should be optimistic, not pessimistic.

Sadly, every day -the news media reports the growing
number of broken homes, inadeguate single family problems, drug
prqblewﬁ rampant in our schools and on our streets, with gang
warfare loose in metropolitan communities. Should we surrender?
Should we capitulate to the worst slements and the challenges in
our society? The answer if, empbatically, no. {Applause.}

; We¢ in Amegrica, thank goodness, have the teocls to win
this war. The solution is local and personal with generous
financial support across the land. Yes, in our hometowns, from
the ARflapntic to the-Pacific, frowm the Canadian border to the
Caribbéan, people and organizations can turn gisasters io
BUCCBES, ’ !

: I personally am optinistic because I've seen
firsthand a Boy Scout sScoutmaster take a tenderfoot or a Lroop
from the worst cilircoumstances and redirect their lives. The same,
of course, is true with the Giyl Scouts; the Canpfire Girls,
Again, &s mentors we s2e identical benefits, from. the Biyg,
Brotheys, Blg Sisters, the Boyvs and Girls Clubs throughout

America. - During the terrible economi¢ Depression of the 1930s, 1|

witnessed firsthand the uplifting impact of an athletic cosch on
a player or on a team when their families were on welfare or
actually in. bread lines. Today, tlhe parent coaches of Little
League teams do a superb jobs as mentors, feaching not anly
teamwork, but athlebtic skills and healthy habits, '

: A pat.on the back and sound advice can help a
trousled boy or a troubled girl in despair. & top~notch mentor
can combine winning the game angd winning the life. Our churches

reach out, embrace the youth in thelir congregation. I've always
admired the wonderful, unselfish work ¢f the individual members

of the Salvation Army. Today they are successful mentors becausef

of their spotless dedicavion to helping America's youth.

A major goal of this summit is to recruit veluntary
mencors who are willing to listen o and stang by a youth thiouuh
Jjoys as well as frustraticons. - Qur mentors must have that unigue
apility to help the child discover and develop his or her

mentors who will be caring adults. We warmly w2lcomne voiunteers
from all walks of life in this great land %o doin in this
critvical crusade. By stepping forward. in tbhis ¢risis, you can
nave a tremendous impact and a tremendous benefit in the
challenge to save cur youth. What we do here and what you do in

) I say to all of you throughout the land, the door of
opportunity 1§ wide, wide cpen. Pleésse Join Colin Poweli  and alﬂ
the others at this hisroric summit. This i1s trply a call to
national service, Thank you. {Applause.} _ .

Ok K K K .

PRESIDENT CARTER: {speaking by videotvape.} «- to-a
¢hild finding hilz or her way in the world, this ghould not be s
priviiege, it should be a right. If your street isgn’'t safe, feaq
is your constant ¢companion. If your school and playground aren't
safe, vour forus is on surviving, net learning. If your home
isn't safe, you have nowhere 21se to ¢go. This summit recognizss
this by designating a safe piace one of the five fundamental
regources, Kids need a place where they can just De kids, where
they can play, lesrn, grow without constantly locking over theiry
shoulders..

%
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At the Caviter fenter, weé have a progras calisgd

Atlanta Proiect,. founded on the bedrock of volunteerism. A
. couple of wears ago thousands of volunteers fanned cult across

csome of Atlantat's poorest neighborheods. Going door to door,
these volunteers asked theiy peighbors to Iist their major
concerns. and te suygest ways o improve their quality of Life.
Tt will noft surprise vou io learn that the number one ConCcsrn was
safety. .

% +

It's true in cities actross our nation. Activities
that most of ws take for granted, such ag geing our ro play bail
or gitting in a school c¢lassroom are fraught with peril for
children and their parents. Let me share with you some of the
stories I heard, One woman said that she never goes out aftear
dark and doegn't allow her children te go out, either. "We are,"
she said, "prisoners in our home." Another mother told Rogsalwvn
ang me that she has knots in her stomach freom the time her young
son leaves for school until he returns. Because of the violience
Qf her community. kh& & waiting for the day when he doesn't come
home at all. ”z* wor 'L really surprise me,‘ she said. . -

Thai wWag one of the saddest statements I've ever
heard. Several young people, both boys and girls, talked about
the pressure they feel o J10in gangs. Without his gang to
protect him, ong young man said, he was sure he would be dead. A
12-vear-old poy said his ambition in life 15 . to own a
semiautomatic machineg un, ¥ don't expect Lo live past the aye
of 20, he told usg, “so why does 1L matter what [ do with my
life?n .

- Finally, wa spoke with several young women -
children, really -- pregnant with their first, second, or even
third child, who are .resigned to a life of poverty and fearn.
These are c?;;drex whose spirits have been broken, who fgel
there’s no hope for a brighter future. They and their parants do

not have confidence in the very institutions -~ law enforcement,
the judicial systenm, schoeols -- that were set up Lo serve all
‘people. . ' e

This summit c¢an be the beginning of a renewed
ccmmlumant to our children. But the real revolutlon will take
place only if we carry this new spirit of Philadelphia back to
our cown neighborhoods and turn it into action. The divisions
betwesn thoge of U8 who have many oppertunities and thase who
feel they have;none are growing deeper. Children are dying, in
body and spirit. ,

I urge you to rsach out from the safety and security
of vour life and extend: a halping hand to someone who really
gnows oniy fsar., Hand in hand, we can create a network that will
ensure vhat our children will do more than just survive, they
will thrive., Thankx you. (Applause.; . .
' . “ ‘ A A ¢
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MES., REAGAN: 7Thank you. {Applause. } Thank you
very mugh. 'Thank you, Christina, and thank you very much for
asking me hers today to help begin this wonderful campaiyn.

+

I wish so much that my husband could be h&xe, He
would remind us that we're celebrating tha best of America, that
unique heritage that has always inspired us ~~ individuals and
organlzatlons have banded together since our nation began to help
when there was a need. Some have been at it for years. .For
1nstance, Save The Children began in 193z, and is continuing Lo
help all over the world., ' o

You know, in my experience, whether 1t was the
, foster grandparents program in california, oY’ the private sector
initiative in Washington, or the Just Say No campaigm to sgap
drugs, I've always found that when I give I received t&nfa;d in
return. _
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Ronnie’s dream remains that America will he that ’
shining city on the hill, and t¢ make that dreas come Lrue we
must never fall shor“ in -our efforts to ensure that avery child
in Aamerica can £ly as high &$ his$ or her dreams will take them.

Ronnie 1is such & caring person, He's always been
moved 'by human Xindness. 8o, for him and for me, I ask & special
favor of everyene watching or listening today. From thls day
forward, when someons asks you to help a child, just say, "yes.
{Aapplause.} Thank you. (Applause.} .

éwyw;\-

3 PRESIDENT RBUSH: The American Dreawm is one of the
most stirring phrases I know, and 1f means so many things to so
many pecple all over . the worid. It means the fresdom Lo worship
your own God in veour own way without fear of persecution. It
means freedom af speedch ang agsennly, and, perhanps most )
importantly, the freedom o vote. And these are wonderful -
freedoms. . But sometimes 1'm afraid we all take them for granted.

And, yet, the American Dream also mEang something
else. t means the opportunity to go as far in life &g your
ghilities will take ymu Anyone in America can aspire td be - a

"doctor, & teacher, a police officer or even, as Oprah said, a

fresident.  But you caa*t get any of those important jobs 1f you

donn't have the opportunity o acguire the skills' you need. You:

need to learn your Job, whatever vyour dream, kefore you can ¢o

your job. And that's why I pelisve that the kKey Lo the ﬁmerlcan
vgam is education.

) Angd at tbé most basic level, 1t getsg down to one “R”
-~ reading. Barbara and I are deeply tr&ﬁbléd to know that 2,300
teenagers drop out ol gchool every day. And this is mOre than a
terrihle loss to Admerica, it's an epidemic. 1Y 3ust seems wrong
that 6.5 million American kids between Xindergartsen and the 3rd
grade are growing up illiterate. Something has gone wrong. -

But I am thankful that semetning right is starting
te happen at chis summit, bacause Americang are gtarting teo take
it upon themselves to peint our xids in the right direction on
the road that leads to the American Dream. And the commitments.
made toward this end are simply terrific. Continental Cable

T ¥Wigsion 1s going to provide fres Interneb connscbions to-3 million

youngsters by the year 2000, Another great organization, the
General Federation of Wowen's Clubs, is establishing volunteer
tutoring and literacy.centers-in 6,500 townsg and cities scross
this country. (Applauge.} And another, Scholastic Books, will
donate one million books to, the American Reads. project te help us
reach our goal of a hundrsd percent lite“acy for QVﬁzy 2hild by
grade three. (Applause.) - .

B | # 3 e

¥oul Kiow, humanlty has Jroduced few docuuznis more

beautiful than the one that Jefferson, Madison and the other
founding fathers sweatad over here in Philadelphia some 220 vears
ago ~- 1ife, liberty and the pursuit of happiness are maghificent
words- to live by, Bub you can't understand them if vou can't
read them. ’ ;

Thank vou very such,. {A?pi&ﬁﬁé.}

® k% W % %

&

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Thank you vaery much. Ladies and
gentlemen, I want t¢ begin by taking Matihew and Tesvee
{phonetic) and Christina and Jamil (phonetic) and Christy
{phonetic) for introducing the Presidents and Mrs. Raagan They
reminded us of what this summlt is all about. .

LR

I thank President and Mrs. Bush, President and Mrs.
carter, President Ford, Mrs. Reagan, Vice President and Mrs. Gore

. ' MORE
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for th&lr d&vatzan to this enaaavor. Ithank Harris wotford and
Bob Goodwin, the President of the Polnts of Light Feundation:
Henry Cisuneros and Linda Robb; and all the others who have worked
for this day. 1 say a special word of thanks o all the punlic
officiales whe ‘have come from all over our country -- members of
LCongress, ggvernors, “lisutenant governors ang others But,
partvicularly, I want Lo thank General Colin Powell. .
At our last meetinyg, when he ‘was about to retire as
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of staff, I asked him 1f there ‘was
another mission which might bring him back into public life. He

saig he wanted to lLelp c¢hildrén who didn‘t have what thaey needsd -

£¢ susceed in life and who naeded the chance to serve Ameriga.

- well, Geperal, this may be your most important
mission, and I want to th&pk you for reen?lstang Thank you.
{Aapplause.’} :

X thank my friend, Mayor kRendell,' and the wonderful
people of Philadelphia; Governsr Ridge angd the people of :
Pennsylvania who have made us feel 50 welcoma.

~ we come here before the house where-America was
born. The place where we, the people, took the first step on our
centurigs-old journsy to form a more perfect union. On the last .

day of the Constitutional Convention, Benjamin Franklin walked
-out of this hall and encountered a woman anxious to know what had

gone on inside. sShe ‘asked him, "wall, Doctor, what have ‘we got?
A monarchy or a vepublie?" My, Franklin beplied, A republic --
if you can kesy it B ' : .

For more than 200 vears, we have gtrugglsd to Reep
this republic. It is an énduring and endless challenge, for
endemic in humah nature and human frailtfy are successive
generations of problams. But we have always succssded in making
our union more perfect, Consider how imperfsct it was when we
had paople in this couniry who weren't sven treated asg people,’
hut, slaves. Congider how imperfect it was when ¢hildren counld bs
forced to work. long hours inte’ the night in dangerous conditions,

" Congider how imperfect it was when women, now more than h&lf the

population of America, could not even voba.

§¢ when -you get discouraged, remember, we have
succeaded in over 200 years in forming a more perfedt union.
{Applause.} W& have ‘succeeded pecause we've had a brilliant free
enterprise system. We have succeedsd bacause we had flexible
constituticnal, evoiving, effective government at svery leveil.
BuL we have succeeded mostly because in Che gaps baiwesn what- 1is
done by governmen®t and what is dong by the private econonmy,
gitizeng have found ways to step forward and move ocur country
forward, and lift our people up Citizen ssarvice is the story of
Gur more pe“£#cz uninn. , - :

Now we live in one of the greal meoments of chainge in
gur hisgory, more full of promise, as President Ford said, than
any perisd of America's pasi. More of these children behind me,
and more of these chifffren out here C; thase streets of "

"PFhiladelphia, will have mere chances £o live out the future of
“their dreams than any géneratien of American children in history

if the citizens of this country step forward to fill the gaps in
their live angd in our natxonal life to form & more perfecz union.

(App;aazse i . : .

But let us not be blind to the facts. Even with all
the progress that together we have made ~- with 12 million new

cjebs and a record drop in welfare rolls and years of dropping

crime rates ~- vou and I kKnow that millions of cur children are.
being left behind in lives of too much danger, .too many drugs,
toc little hope and not enough opportunity. You and I know that
too many people are out there doing the very begt they can and
still not keeplﬁg up, much less moving forwaré _

y . s . B3
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‘will be more. Easpeclally hecause General Powell, Ray Chambers

thenm to serve full-time. They do, vou know, in the Peace Corps.

the ethnic, the religisus hatreds, from Bosnia te Northern

Yyes, there ars things that the government should de.

Hons ofF as ‘stand heré, president and former Presidents, to say

that we must not do our responsibility. Of course; we should do

better with our schools. Of course, we should open the doors of
college to everyons. Of course, all our chididren should have
health care coverage. OF course, we can 4o more to make our

streets safer. But .even if we do everything we should, you and I
know that a lot of the problems facing.our children are problems |

of the human heart -- problems chat can only be resolved when
there 1% a one-~on~one ‘connection, community by community,
neighborhood by neighborhoeod, strest by street, home by hone,
with every c¢hild in this country entitled to live out their God-
given destiny.” You know it is true. [Applause.)}

T am proud of the facr that because of the computer
and migrogolutions to problems we don':t need big government

bursaucraciss to do some of the things that used to be done. EBul

as I have s8ai1d repeatsdly, the era ¢of big government may be over,
mut the sra of hig challenges for our country is not, and so we
need an.era of big citizenship. That is wWhy we are heve, and

that is what we should promise curselves we will do. [Applause.}

Let me_éay\aﬁe,ather thing, toc. Logk at these Rids

pehind me. Thev're America's future -- all of them. And when
you think of what is tearing the world apart today -~ the rasial

Ireland to the Middlie East to Afrzcg -~ and you look at the
children behind me and vou realize what g8 gifr from Ged our
diversisy ig, .you know that Lf we kKnow =ach other, if we sarve
each orher, 1% we work with sach other, one of the things that
will happen is, we wili make sure that our diversity is a ric¢h
resource to make our union more perfsct, not an iﬁscruggnt of ou
national undoing in the 21st century. {Applause.}

We cherish our citizen volunteers. There are
aLxeady mate than 90 million of us, and after this summlit thers

and others have organized a follow-up t£o this. And the really
important work of this summit will begin after my talk'’s over,
when vou g9 into the workshops and the meetings and make a
commitment' that in evaery community there will he a systematic,
disciplined, conpreshetnsive effort to deal with the five arsas
gutlined as the challenges Lor our younyg people. That is what
really matters here.

Young pecple, above. all, however, have the time, the
gnerqgy and the ddealism for this kind of ¢itizen sarvice., Beiore

they have their own families, the young can make a unigue
contribution to the family ¢f America. In doing so, they <¢an
acguire the nabit of service and get a deever understanding ¢f
what it really means to be a 01r12en That i§ the ®ain rea3son,
perhaps, we are here. ‘

i
Ty

: In thﬁﬂdelphla, rh” Super intendent of Schoois fs
working to make ‘service the expected thing in elementary and
middle schools.- Maryland has required 1t in high school. And I
challenge every state and every school in this country at Ieast
tooffer in a disciplined, organized way every young person in

gehool a chance toe serve. A recent survey sald if they were just

asked, over 0 percent of them would do it. wWe gught to be
ashamed of ourselves {f we don’'t give them the chance to d¢ that.

{Applause. )

Let me also say, of course, that we need some of

and -- {applause} ~- we have some former Peace Corps volunteers
out there applauding. But we should-all applaud them because
they have helped to change the world for the better. ({(Applause.
And they 4o in AmeriCorps, the national service program that was
sgtarted in our administration. . {Applause.) The idea behind
ameriCorps was o instill an ethic of mutual responsibility in

§
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pur <hildren so that young -people ‘could improve their own Llives
in return for improving the life of America.

Since 1ts oreation, 50,000 young Americans have
carned college tuiticn by serving their communitiés in-many wWays.
And we Xnew that zhe\aygzzaz fulli-time community servant. recruits
at least a dozeun more voluntesrs., 1 saw that in Nerth Dakota
when I went to see what the Red River had done o Grand Forks and
to the rest of North Dakots and Minnesota. I saw our ysung
AmeriCorps volunteers and I knew, that because they were able to
serve full-time they'd be there when the waters raceded, the mess
was there, the people had to put their lives back together and
the cameras were gone, I BAW . It again yesterday wisn we were

working on the st*eets and ‘'on' the stadium and on the schools.

The will to -serve has never been strongar and more
of our young people want to serve full-time. - But there's a limit
£o what we can do new.  And, yet, there is a solution -- i
irenically. one I came to right here in Philadelphia. For here
in Philadelphia a ministery whe is a friend of mine, Hevesgsend Tony
Campelo, ig helping to arganize & movement amonyg churches to get
churches to sponsor 10,000 full-time youth volunteers to take a
year off from college or defer a year from ‘college under the

‘gpougorship of their chu;ches

The churches will do what we do in Ameridores,
helping to provide for the living expenses of the young people.
But I think we ought Lo say to them, at the very leasrt, it
shouldn’'t cost you any mongy o serve.  And so if you've got a
cellege loan and you take a year off to serve under the .
speongsorship of a religious organization, I'm going to proposge
legisiation to say during that vear no interest should accrue on
that cellege loan. It should ﬁat ccst vou any aeney to serve
your councry. (Applauss. )

But we ¢an do mare we can double the impact of
Amerx&orps with the help of our religicus and charitable
institations. I want to challenge every charity, every religious
group, every compunity group and their business supporters to
give young peceple Lhe support they need to do a year of community
service., If vou do that, then in our budget now we will be'able
Lo give gvery one of &h@m the scholarship that AmeriCorps
volunteers get for their vear of community sgervice. Work with
vour chutches, work with your community c“ganizations, and we can
provide that to young people.  {Applause.)

Put them o work as mentors, as tsachers, as
organizers of other voluntesrs, and we ¢an double the number of
full~time. youth volunteers by adding another 50,000. By the year
2000, that would mean that in eignt years, -nore shildren will
have zerved full-tvime on our streets. than have worked 4n the

entire history of the Peace Corps around the world.,  We can
chanys &me“‘ca; folks, if we'll do it togarher, hand in 2 Zad, -
community: Oy community. (kpplause ]i . -

.

?he same thing is true of the po*ig& cmrps, which
oifaers yaanq people a chancs to pay for their col¢ege education
if they'll be police officers for four years. We can triple the
number of young peopis whe 4o that, and I intend to Lry. WwWe need
more young people going as teachers into our schools. And we
musgt support them in that. . .

. - We have to understand that we need a.-bDalance bhetween
voluntéers on a part-~time bagisg, volunteers on-a full-iime basis,

cand there is no conflict between the two. Weé have to understand

that we value America's free eénterprise system, we know we need
aur government, bul there will never be a time when we need
citizen servants mors than we need them today, necausé these
children have got to be saved cone by one. (Applause.)

. And lst mg‘say_to a1l of-you, the most importént
people here today are not the Presidents or the General ov the

¢
-
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gavsruaxs_Qr‘tﬁe”senators. “rhe most important people are those

whe beach the student to read;

who give help to families when all help seems done.

important title today igs nor &
sovernor or President. It is,
long age, the most important ©
this country is the title of ¢

E

{Applause .

Aand now, I would like teo call upon Mrs. Reagan angd
my fellow Presidents to join me 1in gigning this Sumsit .
peclaration, "A ¢all to Citizen Service tof Fulfill the Promise o
we do this in the hope that in the weeks and nonths Lo
come, millions and millions and miilions of you wiil Jjoin us in
putting your names to the declaration, devoting your lives to the
migeion and beginning the era of big citizenship for the imnited

Amarica.”

atates,

Thank you and God

This ig aur-republic. Let us keep it. Thank you.

who save the health of the infant;
TThe most
enator, Vice President, General,

as Harty Truman reminded us s
itle any of us will ever nold in
itizen.

+

{ppplause. )

i

bless you all.

END ’ 10:59°A.M. EDT
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Segretary
{?hiladalphia, Pennsylvania}

For Immedi&te R&ieasa' ] * hprii 27, 1997

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT AND MRS, CLINTON,
., THE PRESIDENT AND MRS. BUSH IN
‘ PRESENTATION OF
PRESIDENT'S SERVICE AWARDS

" Exhibit Hall A, Convention Center
Philadeiphia, Pennsylvania

8:10 P.M. EDT .

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. I like that version of
*Hail To The Chief.® Mayba the Marine 8and could pi¢k it up!
(Laughtar.)

Ladieﬁ and gantleman, these Presideaﬁ‘s Service )
Awarﬁs are traditionally presented at the White House every year,
but Hillary and I are profoundly honored to be here this evening
with President and Mrg. Bush, General Powell and all athers who
are p&rt cf this very 1mportant ceremony.

A all af yoi XKnow, we‘re here along with ?reaiﬁ&nt
¥ord, President and Mrg. Carter, Mrs. Reagan, here in
,Philaéelphia where our great denocracy began, for the firast
President'sg Summit for America's future «- to mobilize every
community and challenge aevery citizen; to give our young peécple a
chance to live up to thelr God-~given potential;. and to ask our
young people to hecome eitizen gervants, too.

So- tcnzght we ! re golng to give these awards, very
appropriately, in the categories that have been set out for the
challenge to America, the categories that General Powell talked
about in his moving opening remarks. And I'm going to have the
“honor 6f recognizing the caring adults., I'm pleased to be joined

tonight by a2 man who has dedicated his.entire life to meeting the .

challenge of service, Harris wWofford. (Applause.)

MR, WOFFORD: Thank you, Mr. President, and I salute
you and Mrs. Clinton for all you have done to bring out the best
in America through national service, student service, senlor
gervice, citizen service, and to define this new era of ours as.
the sra of big gitizens.

’ Now, in order to achieve. the yromiae cf america, we
must g6 forth from this place here inspired by these award
winners,; like Olympic torch-carriers, and carry the challenge
-they have given to us here Lo our homes, our nelghborhoods, our
communities, from sea to Bhining sea. {(Applause.} :

THE. PREszﬁng Yau know, you might have guessad
that hafﬁre he headed our natioen’s citlzens service effort and
the Corparation for National Service, Harrig Wofford wag in

politics -~ {laughter) -- the Senator from Penmsylvania. .

{Applause.} But before that, he was a college president; before
that, a founder of the Peace Corps; a top aide to President-
Kennedy; a friené and ally of Dr. Martin Luther King., Hardly any
American living today better personifies citizens service. than
Harris Wofford, and I thank him for that. (Applause.) '

As T said, we begin by recognizing.that every aingla
child neeag a waring adult in hisz or her life to teaah and guida

f
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» them. EBEvery chllé naeds to Xﬁaw that he or she is grofcuﬁﬁiy ,
.=1mpor2ant to some grownup. ' .

. Tba three ﬁm&ricans we honor now have devﬁted :
themselves to meetimgéthis challenge. Marjorie Klein . knows that
parents are our children's first teachers, and she's doing
everything she can %o help then. At 20 inner-city schools
‘throughout the Philadelphia area, PACT, or Parents And Children
Together, the arganizaziaﬁ Marjorie founded brings parents inte
the clagsroom .£o read to the children and to:help their c¢hildren
learn to read. . At the same time, parents £an improve their own
literacy and tutoriﬁg skills, and -they ¢an even earn college
credit .

3& galute Mérjoria Klein and PACT for their
tremendous ccmmitment to families and our children.‘

(The award was pr&sentad 1 {applause. j

Earl Phelan: &eeply b&liev&s that mentoring is the
'key za young people's guccess. Through B.E.L.L., or Building
Enterprises for Learning and Living, the organization he helped
to found, he has given hundred of African American young adults
the chahce to}be role' models and tutors to 1nn&r~eity elementary
. school students throughout the greater Boston area. Under their
.tutelage those children are thriving,’ their futures are brighter
and therefora aa are ‘ourg. .

X .

Tonight ‘we ‘honor garl Phelan for his remarkable
contribution to our Americax aommunity

{The award was presented. ) {ﬁpplause I3

- Pat Eﬁparza learnsd &arly in life that aanfidence :
‘and priﬁs can'make -all the difference to a young girlis future.
A single wmother of three by the age of 19, she worked her way .
through school and devoted.herself to helping at-risk girls. -She
founded Las Mariposas as a dance 'studio, but £4r the people of Bl
Pase, Texas, it is a community treassure. AL Las Mariposas
hundreds of young girls have learned to dante and o value:
themselves and their cultur@ .

He honor Pat, for giving th& young’ girls of hey
community the! confidence and pride they naed to succ&ed in life,
cgﬁgratulatiﬁns

(Tha auard wag presented } {Applause j
. JALYLS of ‘them have helpeé to make sure that war& of
our Young peaple do, in fact, have a caring adult to give them:
. theé support they need- to, build positive futures. Your work is an
* inspiration to all of‘us. ' I thank you for doing it and I hope.
all of us will now be more willing to fellow your lead. God
bless YoOu. (Applaase ‘

LS BN BN B

: Mﬂs BUSH:> All Americans hope and dream the best
for our children. Every mother sees. her child as marvelously
. gifted. And as watch them grow we wonder how these wonderful,
unigue gualities that we see in each of them will flourish, I
remeamber thinking many vears ago, maybe one of them would grow up
to be a qoyarhnr._ {Laagﬁter and applause.d

: . At the very least, we want our .children to become
independent, ‘self-sufficient adults., We want our children to be
able to support themselves,; hopefully in a job that they really
like. . That's why every Ameriran child's access to marketable ’
sKills 18 ane of ‘the principles of the summit.
‘ : : nght now, unless’ we all get involved, milliaﬁs of.
© our children :are unlikely ta requira even the wast basia of
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8kills. ‘And it'e probably not too much of a surprise to you that
in my opinion ~- you're a little fast for me -- (laughter) -~ I
can’t believe I'm doing this -- {(laughter} -~ the key to. every
ki1l iz the ability to read and comprehend. (Applause.)

You know, one of our children had & learning
disablility which made reading very difficult. Thanks to some
wonderful teachers, loving support from his parents and &
Getermined young boy who worked twice as hard as anyone else, he
learned to read asnd went on to earn a master‘s degree.
unfortunately, not everyone hag access to the superb teachers we
did. We need more teachers in our classrooms. And we need to
allow them to-teach. {Applause.}

We alse need more literacy volunteers to help
children and adults alike who are gtruggling to learn how to read
and write. The besgt place of all, of course, to volunteer is in
oUr own homes. We are, after all, our children's f£irsy teachers
and the home is thelr £irsgt schocl. Read to your children every
single day. (Applause.) There's nothing more important you can
_ 4o to help prepare them for a life-lony love of reading and
- learping. Sharing a book is also a wonderful way to spand
gquality time with your children.

Now, doining me o honor the winner’'s of the
pregident’s Service Award 15 a literacy wvolunteer who also
happens to bhe one of all of our favorite actors, s dacent and
fine .man and a friend, John Travelta. (Applause.]

x w oW o R

. MRS, BUSH: Jobn, since you're a lot more. familiar
with award ceremonies th&n I am, would you begin?

- ‘MR. TRAVOLTA: Well, why not. Careerg through
Culinary Arts has helped thousands of students to make the
trangition from schoel to work and the food service 1n.
hospitality industries. For space, C~CAP depends on ﬁeaparaﬁion
of school boards. Por funds and equipment it depends on
¢orporate sponsors. But .the one thing it can always .count on is
the eagerness of kids te acquire a marketable skilli. We
recognize Richard Grausman.

! MRS. BUSH: Righg there.
(The award was presented.) (Applau&&.}

MRS. RUSH: Eight years ago, & group of employees of
Lockheed Martin vought Systems in Grand Prairie, Texas, decided
. to make a @ifference. They called themselves the Inwvnity
Incorporation, and began by tutoring 3rd graders at South pallas
school. Their numbers grew to include pecplse frcm all walks of
life and they were soon providing schools with pens, paper, ‘
‘notebooks and all the practical tools of the learning trade. Now
they are mentaring cuiieg@ students, as well.

From In-Unity, Monroe Mays {phonetic).
Congratulations, -(The award was presented.} (Applause. }

MR. TRAVOLTA: Six years ago, the volunteer members
of a program called Art Start began offering children in.New york
¢ity's homeless shelters the opportunity to experience the
creative process. Volunteers. took kids on field trips to the
city's mugeums and other cultural centers.

Today . Art Start alsc reaches gut to hundrads at~

risk highschoolers, challenging them to communicate and to.shape
their visgions with all of us, Art starts founder is pailnter and

photographer. Scott Rosenberg.

{The awarsd wag presented.) '{Apélause,)
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‘ PRESIDENT BUSH: Thank you very much. well, thanks.
. I'd tell you about the parachute jump, bul.--. {laughter) -- as
Dans Carvey woulid say, "Not going to do it, 'wouldn't be prudent.”
50 let me -~ {laughter and applauge.} I just faked ocut the
Telefrompier, it went dead. I'm dead. Listen -~ {laughter}) =-
I've bheen up hers -« you know how I feel about velunteerism. And
you know the' respect I have for those who are one of A Thousand
Pointe of Light. and you know the respect I have for Georgs
Romney, whose picture wag on here earlier. 3So let me just say, %
an very pleased to be one of the presenters of the Service ?
&wards :

Anfl joining me tonight to dc just that is one ¢f the
great stars and one of the most wonderful ladies I know, Brooke
S8hields Agassl. We love her, and she's here to join me .in
pregenting these awards. {Applause.)

. S S S

MS. SHIELD: Five vears ago, her church, the 100-.
year~old ¥First Prasbyterian, was considering moving out of the
rundown Argenta section of North Little Rock, Arkansas. But
Carelyn Ringer convinced the church and a 200-member volunteer
boosters club that it was much better to revitalize than it was
‘to run. So today, with the renovated homes and safer streets and
the church itself ag a center for the commgnity, angd all
activities in the community, people azge ence again very proud to
say that they're from Axgent& )

‘S, dveryone, please welcome Carolyn Ringer.
‘{The award was presented.] (Applause.)

o ?ngznﬁﬁw &USH The youth program of the Union
Tenple Baptiat chureh in Washington, D.C. reaches out with a
meals program, with residential care, with ¢ounseling and idob
"training to all young people in its community. And every young
person who is fortunate enough to be a member ¢f the church have
the obligation and the privilege to participate from uUnion
Terple, Lamonp B. Mitchell. Lamont. cCongratulations, sir.,

{The award was presentéd,} ,{Appléusﬁ.}

PRESIDENT BUSH: Not least among the organizations
that are giving back to thelr communities are America's unioans,
working men and women. The Livingston~McLean County Bullding .
Trades Council in Bloonington, Illinois, in cooperation with the
local Children's Foundation, have donated countlegs hours to
constructing safe places for children. It includes a youth
center and s terrific new park, which is called The Poetry Place.
Here, representing the Building Trades Council, is John Penn.
Congratulations, John., - .o

i?he-awar& was presented.) {hpplause*)

) PR RS

MRS, CLINTON: Thank you. Thank you, Oprah, and
thank all of you for gathering here in support of this summit
and, more importantly, in support of the sumpit's goals., 1 am
very-pleas&& that one of the summitis goals is Lo ensure that
every American child has a healthy start. _ And that is something
that all of us should he committed to. And that means many
different things. It means, ves, guaranteeinyg insofar as we can
that every family has access to guality, affordable health care
for their c¢hildren. {(Applause.} And, that cannot be just left
to the government and to the medical professionals.

There is a reole for many of us to play. We can, for
instance, make ‘sure that our communities- are free from
environmental ihazardsg, toxic waste dumps, areas where children
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and their families may possibly become sick or be injured. We
can work to be sure that every pregnant woman has the prenatal
care sghe neads and the support she requires to be a good mother.
{Applause.)

_ We' can werk to make sure that every child is
i&mﬁnizad, and. we ve made a lot of progress but we still have a
way -to go. And we can be sure that every child has ac¢cess to the
well child care and to the &margaacy care that we take for
granted for our own children

- There are ways that we can enlist the volunteer
apirit and the hard work that is necessary to reach out o every
family g0 that in this area, which is so difficult for families
to handle on their own, that when they have a sick child, when
they face the terrible dilemma that many of us face of a child
has been injured or come down with an illness, that there will be
help. And that help will not just be in the finest. medical care,
bhut in a volunteer te sit by the bedside, to relieve the famlly,
to provide that extra hit ©f nurturing and loving that fanilies
need in criais. . ;

S0 we are going to henor tonight and then make a
commitment after this summit to do what we can in our own ways to
ensure that healthy start for every c¢hild. And joining me to _
present the awards for people-who are already doing that in their -
communities is Reb Reiner, who had committed himself to making it
pessible for every American to be aware of the new scientific
evidence sbout what happens in the first three years of life so
that we 8180, can be helping our bables off to a good start by
giving the& the stimulation and the nurturing they need.

. S0 .T would like to ask Rob Reinmer to jein me for the
presentation of thesa naxt awards _{Applause.} .

* % % %

MRS. CLINTON: Weall, in Favette County, Kentucky,
Baby Health Servide has been providing infant formula to those in
need gince 1814. Bul growing children have growing needs, and 18
percent of the children in that. county have no health insurance
whatscever. So the service has shifted its focus to health care.

- Angd last year, 70 volunteers provided free immunizations,

checkups and medication to 3,000 ¢hildren.

: Accepting the President's Service Award on hehalf of
the volunteer physiclans is Alice Burkhart.

(The awsrd was preaented 3 {Applause. )

. MR. REINER: Spousal abuse is something that
happens, &8 the news hag finally made us .all too well aware. 1In
Glendale, Arizona, there is New Beginnings, a transitional home
.for abused women and thelir children. It provides not only
safety, shelter -and educational opportunities for the mothers,
but most importantly, it Xeeps families tugethar while they
prapare to make a naw start in life,

Here's Hew zaginnings foundgr, Cindy Silverman.
{The award was presented.} (Applause.)

MRS.' CLINTON: Rids One, Inc. in Santa Rosa,
Californisa promotes just one essential issue ~- child safety.
Galvanized by the Polly ‘Klaas tragedy, which proved that :
unspeakable horror can happen anywhere, Kids One is teaching kids
and parents never to take safety for granted. With the support
of community organizations and businesses, Kids One educates and
_saves precious lives. Itse founder is Elizabeth Ecke.

(The award was presented.} {Applause.)
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‘MR. REINER: Twalve years ago, he was. still an
intern at Miami Hospital. Dr. Podro Jose Greer, Jr. led teams of
-young doctors into the-streets to make house calls o the.
nomeless. Today, his Camillus health concern ig one of the
largest providere of medical care for the poor in Florida. He
8till makes his rounds, vigiting his patients under the bridges -
and overpasaea, in the abandoneéd buildings and decaye& lots of |
Dade County.  Here is Dr, Padra Jose Greey, Jr.

{The award was presented.) {Applause.)

MRS. CLINTON: These are just four of the many
examples that could be up here on thig gtage of people wha are
combining their professional expertise, thelr volunteer spirit to
meet the needs of cur families and our children who have health ‘
care requirements that are otherwise going to be unmet. And so,
they should serve as a shining exanmple to all of us to lovk for -
‘ways we can give every Amarican child a healthy start. Thank you
very nuch, {Applause.) _ : :

w X M ok W

' PRESIDENT CLINTON: Thank you, Patti LaBelle, for
Cgiving us all a second wind. ({Laughter.) I want to apologize to
all of you for having to gpend so much time tonight watching ime
walk up and down stairs, But, as you Xnow, I need the practice.
{Laughter.) . .

‘I want to say that this last award in some ways may .
be the most important, bgcause we're recognizing younyg peopleée
who, themselves, are serving in an extraordinary way. And one of
the e¢lements of this summit is the propesition that every young
person phould serve, and that, in so doling, we hope to expand the
definition of what it means to be a good citizen in this country
g0 that when we ask young people in years to come, what does it
really mean to be a good Apmerican, they'll say, well, you have Lo
be in school or work, you have to obey the law, and vou hava to
S8TVEe .

I'm jainad now on stage by & young public servant,
Jahi Davis, an AmeriCorps volunteer from North Philadelphia.
{Applause.}) Like a lot of high schoel students, this young man
paid more attention to his social life than to his future. Then:
he nearly lost his life in a serious accident, He says now he
wouldn't have f£inighed high school without the guidance of a
tutor who helped him keep his grades up while he was in the
hospital. ,

' : wWhen he recovered, he decided tn‘do for othars what
had been done for him. He Joined AmeriCorps in 1995, and since
then, he has tutored children, started a mentoring program in his .
own neighborhood, and rehabilitated houses for:- low income :
families. He's planning to atiend Temple University, where 1
know hell continue to give back. Flease weieame-him up here
with me. {Applaus& 3 '

_ when 21- year-ald Na' ?aki Osborne learned that carver
Hille, Georglia, a low-income Afrivan American community, was the
aost enviren%entally polluted area in Fulton County, she didn’t
just become concerned, she got involved. . She got 200 community
volunteers involved, too. And together, the? spent hundreds of
hours cleaning up: Carver Hills, making 1t a safer ‘and more
: beauziful plac& for the entire commaaity te enjay

Thank you, Na'*Taki Yatascha Osborne, for caring ’
enough to change your community for the bhetter. .

{The awa;d‘was presanted.) {Ap@laué&.}

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Amber Lynn Coffman is only 15
years old, but she's been volunteering to help disadvantaged
people since she was eight. Her mother taught her that even one
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Person <an make a real difference, and for most of her still-
young 1lfe, she has tried to be that one person and to encourage
her friends and schoolmates to do the same.

working together.as a group calléd Happy Helpers,
they make over 600 box lunches every week for the homeless and
the hungry. Thank you, Amber Lynn, for your wonderful commitment .
to your'community (Applause i , :

: Acrcss America, more and more businesses believe
that -good citizenship 18 algo geod busginess. More and more,
they're encouraging their employees to give.szomething back..
Target Stores ig a perfect example. Through the Family Matters
Program, started by Points of Light, Target Stores is the flrst
national company tc involve its emplovees and their fa&illeg in
community service. .

' Last year, nearly 5,000 ?argat epployees and their
families volunteered. workinggaz@ngsi&e their parents, young
people learned firsthand about the importance and the joy of
giving back. ‘Wwe thank Target Stores for helping 50 many young
children start early on a lifetime of sarvic&.

with us tcnight to represant Target is Julie
Hennessy {(phonetic}.

{The award was presented.) (Applause.)

PRESIDENT CLINTON: As Oprah said earlier, the 16
award winners with us tonight represent volunteers all over our
country who are committed to helping us all buiid 'a better and’
stronger future. In honoring their contributions, we celgbrate.
“ the spirit of service that has sustained America in times of
trouble and united us with common hopes and dreams.

" At the dawn ‘of 'a new century, let us all reaalva to
_join hands to do it more. Remember what this summit is all
about. These people were doing all this before we gathered.
Ninetv-three million Americans aliready volunteer. What we're
saving is that in every community in America, more people must do
it in a systematic way and everyone must do it if America is
going to have the future it deserves and our childran are going’
to all be like those whom we honor here tonight.

Thank you and God bless you all. [Applause.)

END . a 11:26 P.M. EDT -
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¢ . Mr. Fresiﬁent since time 1s of the essence, in
3¢ se¢onds or legs, what is the goal of the summit? \

) THE FRESIDENT The summit hasltwe goalsu; One is to
mobilize millions more people in every. community in the country
to help children gst a hetter start in life, with mentoring,
health care, education, safe places and ggzting kKids involved
themselves in. ‘helping their neighbors. The second’ is a rarger

- goal, and that is to change what Americans think of as good

cizizenship_ to include citizen service; to get everybody in
America to say, if I'm o going to ke 2 really good American citizen
for the 2ist eegtary, X*have:to sarve,, Those are the -two goals.

A ‘ Q- Mr» Fresident, have you ever, been-involved in .
community servicm in a way that particularly touched you?

' . JuE PRESIDENT: ,oh, ves, in many,.Aifférent ways. I,
remember when I was in. college at Geﬁrgazown%znwarked dnoa o

- pompunity action. pragraa, I went ‘into the 'inner city. UAnd it

‘made an impression on.me I'll never forget” ‘about how difficult
those people!’ & lives were that I dealt with and how brave s many
of them were. ' They got up every ‘day, thay went to work, they
obeyed the law, and they were: having a tmugh time,

and then wh&n the city burned after Martin Luther
King was, killed, and big bhlocks burned, I worked for several days
carrying supplies -- food, medicine, clothing -+~ to pesople who
were living in the basements of churches and other things. &and
it gave me an appraciation for the atruggles that people have.
that CRTS often overloakad gartlcazar}y i% tha urban places.

f I mean, wﬁan I was'a little bay in Arkansas nalf
"the people were b&law the poverty line, but families were more
‘coherent, communities were more coherent, kids all thought they
had a chance to ‘make it There are too nany kids that - don't
think they have a ‘chance to make it today, and that's what we're
Lrying to turn araund . o : -

R Mr.. ?rs&iéent, when it’ cﬁmes to this afﬁarﬁ I
know there ha?e been about 25¢ coamzt&enﬁs bgfaorporations ané
‘non-profit’ graups‘ Briéfly, what -do thﬁsﬁiaammitments entail?
THE ngsznﬁﬂ? wWell, many of tham are committing
more peap;e from welfare to work., Some of them are committing to
-provide more health supplies for children in need of health care.
some of them are cammittlng tordo more mentoring, reading ~-.the
whole range of things designed to fulflll our cblzgatzﬁns t@ our
children 1n a systematxc way.

I

G Iz pai& nime for volunteering the mest’

imparz&nt thing a COmPANY Can. promise? 4

%

%
4

‘ ; THE ?azszaﬁﬁ?‘t Welz it's an important thing.
ining employees--— if you’ re a big camgany and you can afford to

oo :  MORE, ' .
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do it, or if you're a medium~sizad or amall campany,;you can
afford te do it -= giving peopl& Lime off from work to volunteer
- is a good thing to do. .

LY

¢

But 1. think there are other things that ¢an be done,

People can -- even in thear free time, employees can organize
themsalives to help children, to work with kids, to reach ocut to
_them, to give -- study after study after study shows that kids

that grow up in very different circumstances whe make it, who do

wall in life,

all have on¢ thing in common. They've had a

sustained relationship with & caring adult. And whan you get
right down {o it, that's what we're trying 1o do. wWe're trying
to organize people so that in every community we ses all these
kids as our children. .

check.,

= t

don't have the Lime,

o 56 time is‘reazzy more important than writing ai

¢

¥

THE PRESIDENT: 1 think it is. But for people who

i€ they write a ¢heck and it helps other

peopza to give time, that's important.  For example, .our
AmeriCorps kids work full~time, but they mobilize, each of them,
about & dazen octher vglantaers. Now. we're. working with a group
“of churches who want td suppoert children to: work full-time in
their communities, so that if
example, will take a year off from college and the pecple in the
church can only afford to give money, they're still in effect,
givxng time hecause th&y re helping Lo support a young person who

is working fulli-time.
as he or she can..

. volunteer - -

about $4,700 to go’ tu collage on.

spirit of volunteari&m that yau ra trying o instill here’

over. I mean,
who don't ﬁeaﬁ :h& mnoney.

& young <¢ollege student sEor

And evervyone should do something as much

Q I know Rm&ri&orps ig one cf vour favorite
projects within your administration. But these students are
given a small stipend and student loans for committing time to

[ ) *

THE énssxmauw: They get money =- sort of like the
G.I. Bill -- they accumulate,

for every year they work they get

a

Q Is thls quid pro quo cantrary at all to the

1

, Tﬁa PRESIDENT ﬁot to me because I alsc think we
have a, vested national interest in saaing mcre of our young

pecple going to college, And’
&mericorps p&opi@, the thing T like about itxis they're from all

if you talk fota lot.of these young

some of them are voung people from upper incomes .
But an awful lot of them are pecple

from very poor backgrounds who even want hack and: finished high
school just in the hope they could gd to college. But the act of
.serving, full-time has Qhanged their lives forever and done a 1ot

H

cf gooud.

H
H

but facing reality,

-

Q- A lot of peopls may be inspired by this summit,

theyirs wo carser houssholds, both parents

working, they barely feel like they have eﬁough time to spend

_with their own kids.

what would you say Lo them. in terms of

carviag aat tzm& to-oactually da community service?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I would. gncourage particularly

if you've got two parents working and they have their own
~children, I think they ought to try to find ways.tc do it with

their kidg,

‘8o dt's time with
anyway. For ezanple,

their famlly they might spend

a two-parent household with a child might

take some time on the weekend with their own children and then
ask ene of the children's classmates who comes from a more

difficule background who could use that kind of role model in
family, in seeing the father,
kids, to be a-part of their 1ives a llttle bit on’ the weekend.,

I.r
[

i

. They could do that.

‘seeing the mother ‘working with the

MORE
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. o 0 makeﬁtham'to the 200 and éven alternate with
other‘families’, _ ' » e T,
- . THE FRESiDENT* Take them to the zoo, read books to .
them make them feel llk& theyirs a part of something that WOTKE,
that's good '

. . . . TN
L . .
i " . -

£ seventy~£four pﬁraent of* thehrespendentg in'a
recent pall think young Americans without’ e&&cation oy job
prospects is the’ greatest threat facing the ‘countyy. If that*s
".the case, if that many people thinx this is such .a seriocus
problem, shouldn't gﬁvarnm&nt bé inar&asing its role, rather than
decreasing it? \ O . . .

 THE_PRESIDENT: Yes -- e oo

Q ' Many y&ayl& think that yaar signing the welfara
bzll oaly exaaerﬁate& the $l£&atlﬁﬁ of poor kids at risk.

THE PREBIDENT: Well, I dlsagree with-that‘ For -one
thing, these kids need education. My balanced budget has the <
higgest increase’in education funding since President Johnson was
hére, and would make the first. two vears .of college as universal

as high schoosl is today. That's what the kids need. It adds
.+ €ive million-more children to the ranks of those with health
insurance, and tha welfar& reform hill puts $4 bllllon more into
child care. . .

!

Naw itis not going to hurt the kids 1f we move. the
parents fram welfare to work., One of. the things that we are

" challenging’ employers to do in service ig taﬁincrease ‘their |
employment by hiring people from welfare to work ,~ and Jovarnment ,
again, is giving them more tax mncentives to &Q that., 50
.governmenL is doing more.’ ’

, But, Katie, @ 1ot of these pxablems these children
have are human problems. There one-on-one problems. They can
only be dealt with by people who deal with them one on one. HNow,
we can increase our investment in education, but we've reduced
the size of the government bureaucracy. And what has to happen
is we have to have community-based organizations of citizens in
all: these communities to rsach thsss kids one on one. The
governmeni =« mcre,gevernwanz? Yes, where*a@propriate. Is it
" enough? xa* N ) ' N

: :
. . Q Many -~ as ya& Know, Mr. ?rasldent, many of
thege volaﬁteer agencies suffer f£rom bad management, untrained
volunteers and a lack of accountability, and the effect of their
efforts are Zatgely unma&sur&d $¢ how ¢an ypu ~- are you _
convinced that volunteers can sclve the - serious problem of .
millions. of. Xids at risk? It doasn*t aaem as if they re really - L
equipped to-do 806, ) Voo, .*:- )

- . ’ . ’ T i

. .| THE PRESIDENT: well I, think -« what I think will

happen is, if we. have the right sort.-of follow -up ‘in this
conference =~ and General Powell has got this crqanlzatlon to do-
follow-up -> and we work with him, that we'll have in every
community really competent, able people committed te this
process. So if there's a group of volunteers, they will be
evaluated. And if they have shortcomings they'll be trained to
de . it. , . . \ . :

4

.But thig is not rocket éciena&, We can train people

to'do it. If you have energetic people of geodwizl we <¢an Lrain -
them to do it. And th&t’s the important t%lng ‘

‘One.of the commitments I made here was that the
Department. of. Defenss would take responsiblility for mentoring,
tutoring and teaahing a million children betwgen now and the year
2000, because we know frow the training they a4y for young
recruits Lhat they know how to a0 it. ¥Weirs prepared to work in
communities: all ‘over the country to haip train. other groups, but .’

{MQRE
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the answer there is to frain and crganize and, ‘in-effect, |
professionalize every cammunlty S afforts == not to 3ay you don’'t
need them. . .

N¢ matter how much government wa have, ' L1f we had
more government programs we would still need people to work with
them. The same thing-1s true with people on wélfare. whatever
the size of the welfare check, the main thing we need now is for '
people who never had a Jab bafore; never done a resume, never

_even had to show up on time every day, they need people io work

with them in very human ways to move them from a ﬁeyandency
¢ulture to an. ind@pendence cujture.

A

0 ‘ﬂ‘no yoa hopp this enphasis Qﬁ cowmunizy servica

wzzl be part of your zegacy?

., THE, ‘PRESIDENT: - ah sure, because I, raally il T
balieve in i€, X campaigned on.it in 1992. x‘w ‘now trying»to get
college gtudents all over America to be’ ‘part. of a hiliion- ~-person.
ariy to teach every 8-vear-old to read 1ﬁdepend&nt1y. X beii&ve
that. I belleve in the combination of government doing its 3Job
and c¢citizensg doxng thelr 3ob and thatis how the country works
best. : : )

e
N

Q what's your reaction, Mr. President, to critics
who say you're not reaching high encugh; you're going for
politically palatable measures that are easy to swallow in ycur
secoend term? Ymu ve heard thé crzticism .

THE ?RESIDENT I have, ﬁut I don't‘think it's .
accurate.’ Let s just leock at the first 100 days._ I proposed a

" budget that would balance the budget for the firét time since

1869, that .would have the biggest lncrease in educatian funding

~in a,gﬁneration and make the first two years of college

universal, that would dive health care coverage to-five million'.

‘kids aud clean up the 5&& worst toxic waste dumps in the amuntry&a'

‘T get & telecaw&nazcaticns aqreemenz that will
create hundreds of thousands of high-wage . Jobs £or Ameri¢s by
getting the! w&rld in effect, Anvolved in our technology We
dust made an agreement. in Helsinki to redude our nuclear arms to
8¢ percent fram their Cold War high. wWe- just had a Chemic&l
Weapons eanventiaa that. I think is historic' in‘its importance.

We have now got 20 percent of .the country, alrﬁady just in the
fixst 100 days, 20 percent of.the school childrén in the country

- committed to take the first ever test measuring nhational -

standards for reading and math by 1999 And that’s in the first
160 days _ i , R

« I-don't think that's in51gniilcant If we have -=-
if we ieave with genuine national standards in education for the
first time in over 200 years, if we have all the children in this
country insure& and if we have -~ if we make our welfars ta work
totals, we put another million people from welfare to work and
prove welfare reform does work, I think those are historic and
profcunély important,

S %

§

Q. mmxyau want to answer one more questi&n?
?hey re telling mE mer

4.,

TH& pxasxnsxw. Sure; one more. o I
. " all right. can I ask yoa about tcbaaco

qu1¢kly, Pregident Clinton? .Some people arevsaylng the, court
decision in North. Carollna, saying the FDA coalé consider tobacqo
a drug and regulate it, is a mixed biessmng because it also sald
that advertising could not be csntrolled in a-way you were -
seeking. y
. THE PRESIDENT: Well, first, let me .say, I'm in the
caap,.alang with David Xessler who warked with me %0 issue those-
regulations, that believes that this desision is & huge victory
for us. In a difficult ehviropmént, the court raiad that the

3

'1 Federal Food and nrug‘édmiaistratian could.regulate tobacco.

: A
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That means we ‘can protect our childrea. 1. ﬁézieve ACcess to
tobacco by ¢hildren equals aédiction o tobacco Ly childrea. 80
I'm very happy., < . o . )

"

: . You knaw we started this battle and pesgl& told me
"it wag c¢razy, it didn't make any sense, it would just hurt us
all, it was an awful idea. And it's an. enormous valid&tion

Now, the court did say; that while the FDA could
regulate tehacco, it conldn’t regulate the advertising of
tobacco. . But it didn‘t say that we'were vioclating the ist
Amendment; it simply said that the statuie as . written didn't
‘permit advgrtisiug he regulated. Now, that gives us two options:
" number one, we ¢an appeal that -- - [ .. ¢ - =

0 f ‘Wwhich yoitire dolng. . - : ‘ -

THE ?RESX%BNT " We're going to appeal it..  We've got
a good ¢hance to.win. And number two, 4if we can't do it by
advertising we Can’ figure put gome other way to do 4t. . and so,
in that sense, 1f I wers in the tobacco companias* shoes, I'qd
almost be regretful of that because, actually, ‘anything else that
could be done by the FDA would be, in effact«fmere extreme [from
their point of view. . _ c. -

# . - L]
s

so I‘m very hébpy with the decision. 'T wisﬁ we'd
gotten everything, but wa're going to appeai and we're gaing to
‘keep . fxghning to protect the kids. .

Q That's good, They're talling me -~ they're
going ta xill me if T keep &gkzﬁg you guastions.

THE PRESIBE&T\- vou 4did well. Ve got a lot of

guestiong, didn't we - BOOM,: boom, beom b&am, boom, boom, boonm,
- boom, boom.‘ E .

END . 2:06 P.M. EDT
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Q- %r» ?resi&ent in 198%, %3.million &marlcans
vcluﬁteer&& to do something, and volunte&raﬁ 20 billien hours.
our recoerd, 13 yr&tzy gaod 8o why do we need’ samezhingallke -
thls? ‘ - i‘_‘. .“";, . . . .

THE - ?Rﬁ$2§ﬁ&?. Because we n&ed more &nd we need a
different sort of ‘focus. This conference is’ attempting to de two
things, this summit on Service. First, to:focus us on what is
our biggest common problem, which .is that aven though. we've had
record numbers of new Jobs, crime rates are declining, the
welfare rolls are declining, this country is in great shape -~ a
'szgnificant number nf cur young pecple are not in gow& ghape,

. Andd 80 we want mere pecple in every community to
volunteer to mentor ‘kids, to help them develop skills, to make
sure they have the health care they need, to make surs they're in.
gafe places, and to get children themselves involved in community
activities and service.- And in a larger sense, what we're trying
to do is.to redefine the concept of citizenship so that we don't
say, 93 million of us volunteer, that's- good; we should say all
of us de somezhing for our felzow men and wa%a&, boys and giris
in cur community.

, ?h&rﬁ was, a sarvay 3 couple of weaxs ago which~was
published which said zhat over S{ percent. aﬁ QurT- young, people
would volﬁnteér to help each other- if they’ were simply asked,
right- acress racial and ethnic lines. And we Know ‘that the
governmentjghpuzd do some more things, too. ! I've proposed a big -
increase in education, making the first two vears.of ‘¢college as
universal as high sabcol having national standards for the first
time and in 1999 an examination to see whether our kids are
meeting, those standards; adding millions of. children to the ranks
of those wha are insured; continuing to work to make our streets
safer. . . o

-But 1f we do all that, -a lot of these kids havse
problems that are’ personal and human and have o be dsals with
one on one*' 8¢, yes, wa're a great volunteaering country, ‘but we
can ‘do more, more of ug can da i1t, .and we have o faa&s on .the
children, -

) Q volunteerism suggests something in people's
minds. -And yel, today, yvou talked about a million people from
the pefenze Department as mentors and a million from DOT as ‘
mentors, reading tutors to tutor another million people. The
cost of that, in time, for .Defense Department pesple, DOT people,
the ¢ost of traiﬁing the reading tutorgs —- that's estimated at
$2.7 billion by itself. .The cost of that is enarmous ‘That's
al%ost an aﬁathama za Vﬁiunteerlsm e IR ﬁ? . '

?HE ?RESIDENT Yes, but the ben&fits far outwazgh
the costs . And‘kesép in mind, a lot this time will ‘be -~ a lot of "’
this 1s things that people wlll do on their’ own time, not fust on
the governmant’s tim&, but on their own time. In the case .of the

MORE
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pepartment ¢f Transportation, a lot of them are worfing with
© private contractors, like highway contractors, people who repair

airports, peopie who do other thlngs' they will do a lot of that
work. L - o

_ zn the case of the reading tutors,,ye re going to

uge 11,000 of our Ameriforps volunteers to try to mobilize 35,000
ath&rs, then-we'll go outl and-get a million more. College !
presidents, for exampls, are, giving us. young people who are going -
1o do work study anyway, to, do thls

. I prefer to call it service and to say there are all
kinds of services. Vojlunteers can do service, full-time people
l1ike AmeriCorps peopleée can do service. If an employer hires an
extra smployee . .who is poving from welfare to work 50 they can
help their own kids, that's service. That's what I want
Americans to think about -- that service is a, part of
cztizens?zp, . .

T %aald we be talking about this with such
urqanay if there weren £ catbacks in gcvernment sccial programs
to the extent that this 189‘

. . THE PRESIDENT: ¥Yes, I think we wonid " Let me just
say this -- and I'm glad you asked me the question, because I
~think there is a common assumption that there 1is somsehow a
connection between this summit and the passage of Zhe welfare
reform hili that that somehcw symbolizeg =~

xt A

o well, zAwas gozng.to get ta\that, oo -

THE PRESIDENT: =-- a3 cutbhack in social programs. I
disagree with that. Let me say again: Look 'a my balanced
budget. . It has the biggest increase in education funding in a
generation, it adds 5 million kids to the ranks of those with ,
"health insurance. In the case of welfare we'rs putiing $4
billiaon more into. child care. My plan would provide $3 billion
more to pay pecople -- to help cities hire pedple from welfare. o
work, in tax incentives to help businesses hire peopla from o
welfare t0 work. :

Government ‘in this case is doing more. What we know
is that the children who are growing up in dysfunctional, high~
¢rime areas or who don't have strong family situations or whose
parents need £or learn more about good parenting, that thasge
problems cannot be addressed by government programs, that all
these things that I am proposing will really help, but these kids
still need-one~on-one involvement With caring adults and with
other children who have more productive lives that they can
_ become a part of We know "that. . .

> S
o

-
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Q one of the 'things you’ re asking is for
acrporatinns to get involved in-this, not only in providing
material, but providing manpower. to do the kinds of mentoring .
yautre,taiking about. Corporations in the last eight years, when
you 1look at pre-tax profits, cut their charitable donations in
half. This i5 a time when corporations more and more are worried
about the bottom line-on their -balance sheget. Are they going to
de it? What's in it for them?

THE PRESIDENT T'1} tell you what'’s in it for them.
What's in it for them .is a stronger America, more taxpavers down .
the line and fewer people eating up tax dollars; lower arime.
rates; healthler citizens; people with better educations who,
themselves, have higher incomes and buy the products and services
that corperations put out. People who are better educatsd and
therefore can he their entry-level employees

You can't have healthy corporatlons in an ‘unhealthy
&nvxronwent - And if you -+ let's look at a strong American .
‘corpnration today with a high growth rate. ‘There are only two
places that those corporations can expand their markets., They

# * _ ! ' .
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can expand their markets overseas to places that are growing, ov

they can ¢xpand their markets by having more Americans bhecome
mors prgﬁﬁative and &bie to buy theilr products and. services.

And T think the most eﬁficient thing far us te do as
a country -- just cold blooded efficiency - selfighness,
,enlightened selfishnegss -~ is to stop zetting so-many kids get
away from:us and wind up in jail angd on drugs and the’ victims of
violence and save a higher percent&g& ‘©f them..

T But if they bought that, would iheir charitable
contributions be going down at the rate that they have and when
these camaras qo away, do. you think they ll be there? . :

.. ! THE PREGIDENT: wWell, first ofaall,ﬁz think a lof of
them -- I, g - . O o . :

'Q;“ Do you honési%y think theyf}l b&gzhege?

.

‘PHE PRESIDENT: I do. I do think they'll be there
-=- let me just say thisg., I-think they'll be . there if we are
there on a consistent bhasis. One of the reasons that I was
excited about being a part and a sponsgor of this summit is that
General Powell was: committed -> and i think this comes out of his
military training ~- he was .committed to do this only if we had a
follow~up -organization that was properly funded, that could
systematically contipue o' go after the business community o
_invest ﬁaz only man&y; but the time and tazents of their people.:

So T think the second thing is, we will be able to .
show, more than the business . community has been able to_ show in
the past -~ we've been able to show the business community. in the
past, what works and what doesn't. £¢ they'll know that when
they make a charitable contribution, they don’t fust get a tay
deduction, they know 'they're going ta get scmething for th81r
money. . J; :

: and finally, let ne say, often time 18 more
impartant than money. . If these corporate executives and these
wage- ‘earners and, the salary earners and the pecple that work up

. and down the line, or the people that work in the little | :
businesses, you know, if they start bringing in kids on the'
weekend, if they start reading to little kids, if they start
going into the inner cities and hezping to organize baseball and.
socger leagues, those kinds of things will change tha face of our
country zn a profound way.

\ , Q Do you favor mandatory serv1ce for ya&ng pempke

“in sgma way- --'volunteerism? )

) .
Y THE PRESIDXNT I beiiev& it¥s a qaad 2hin§ But :

. .the hest way to do it ig in the sehoels.  That'is, T don't think

: we ought to -~ we ¢an't pass a law and require it full~time-
‘hagcange we ‘don't have enough money to support that, even though

ww fo1r axample, in AmericCorps, there are about 25, 000 younyg
pecple today.. Now, that's a lot. By the yvear 2000, we'll have
more people who served in AmeriCorps in eight years than served
in the, whole history of the Peace COrpa, and more and .more young

‘ p60p1e want to do it. . _ o g"

X ‘But what I ?hlnk oughz pe b& doae is, I think -- let

. me jast give you an example. David Hornbegck, who is the

i superinﬁeﬁéent here in ?hziade}phia is abdut to put in a
requirement in the Philadelphia school systems that all 4th or
5th graders have to do gomse community gervice as a conditfon of
going on to middle school, and 8th graders have to do. some as a
condition of going on to hlgh school .

-
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Ten years age ~- t&én years ago, David Hornbeck and I
and Tom Kean, the former Republican Governor of New Jersey, were
o a commission where we racommended this for 8th graders in
America. Aand do I t%;ﬁk it s & geod’ tﬁing? I tﬁiax 1£'s a great
idea. . . < C

e o - Abd there are many - school systems that make it
a requzrement for gradustion from high school as well. v

3 .\ ' !

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, and I thihk'that“s a good

"

- ' 4
. N 4

NE ¢ I The argument then gets raised 1£ it's

‘mandatory volunteerism, that's an axymaran.x'Voznnﬁearism, by its

natura, ig not mandatary

- % -

THE "PRESIDENT: That's rigﬁt."weii, I have two

‘responges o that. Number one, I think if it were mandatory on

thé schools to offer it in a systematic and meaningful .way, just
to offer it, over S0 percent of the young pecple would do it
anyway. First of all, it would quickly become the thing to do;
secondly, Xids are pasicaliy idsalistic and they want 1o know

.that they matter, and a lot of the, ways they kncw they matter are

wﬁ&n they can help other peopie,

80 I thlnk maybe ,we ought to focus on mandating the

-schools to offer it. If they offered it, most kids would do it.

The sacond thing is, where it is mandatory for younyg people,

_that's part of raising young peopls. If you make it mandatory

for a 4th grader or an 8th grader and it's a part of their
growing up, then it‘'s something thay experience and they know; .
then, when- -they're adults, of course it's not mandatory, but
they're far more likely, to keep doing it. That's part of an |
edacatianal process. You know, wa require children to do all
kinds of thzngs we don't require adults toqdo, because we think
that ‘when -theyv. learn good habits and’ good) values; it sﬁrangthens
their characters and they daibetter 1atar An. life, s

&
£

o Q Final qaastian. In:1951 I remember hearing

" Mort Saul do a monclogque in which he-said, -after ‘hearing John

Kennedy say, “Ask not what your c¢ountry can-do for you, ask what
you can do for your country,”" thé whole premise of the monologue
wag, he traveled around the country trving to find out fron

~ President Kennedy what in the world it was he was ‘supposed to da.

He finally vuns. into Kennedy( and Kennedy says,

1
. well just kKeep doing what you're doing. Well, what does some

quy wha sees all of this going on in ?hiladelphza who is in
Topeka, Kansas or -in $0meplace in Texas, what does he do?  what
would you have hzm do? \ . i )

THE. PRESIDENT: I would have hin,- flrst of all, say
what iz ﬁhe condition of the, kids in my community, what are the
problams here where are the kids that need help, what do they,

‘need? Do they need a mentor for kids who grew up in troubled

homes in viclent neighborhoods? Do they need parents to work on

'-ozganiziag safe streets organizations? It works. In Boston;

‘they haven't had a kid killed. in a year and.’a half. The only big
¢ity in America where that's true, because citizens work with the -
pelice folcers and ‘the prmbation offic&rs to do it.

Do they naed greatar hedalth care? no we need to

figure out’ a way to get these kids to the health 'clinics on the

weekends or ,get health professionals into the schools? What is
it that they need? And then, I want to ga volunteer whazav&r I
san to £iil that need .

E
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gvery adult can at least offer to be & mentor i
through & Blg Brother or Big Sister progdram or some other program
theres, Everybedy can offer to help -- to get very little
training 1f you've got -good, basic education -- and leara to
teach a ¢hilld Lo read, to get reading skiils up, which is so
important,! That's what I would do. I would. say, I'm going to
make it my business to f£ind ocut what the people in my community
need, ' ' ' ' ]

Q - . Mr. President, thank you.. 'Good to talk-to you.

1e .
= S

"' THE PRESIDENT: Thanks. - . - -
END | G e I 2:25°P.M. EDT
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GENERAL POWELL: Distinguished guests on the stand
with me, ladies and gentlemen, I just want to say to you, 1it's
geod to have an aray again.. I love it! (Applause.} !

And -it's going to be a great army Just look around
at the unzfarws of orange and blue and vellow. Look at us as .
Americang, whitel and black, all coming together here in .
Philadelphia, the birthplace of this great nation. {Applauge.}
Wwe're cawing together hecause we care. We‘re.coming_ together
becaugse we're a campassionate poople. We are coming together .
‘because we can 1ook ouf across. Rmerlca and see problems tHat we
- can do somehhingfabout . ’

We see yaung people in need, wyoung peeﬁle who are |
wondering, is there an American Dream for me; can I achieve my
dreaw; c¢an I achieve my ambition; will people help me; will -
somebody reach and lift me up? I wonder aboub that. And the
- answer we're going to give them ig, yas, America cares. Each angd
gvery one of us carss. (ﬁpplaasa 2 : ‘

: ?his is not the tlme o say, are yvou substituting
for government? :This is not the time o ask, is there more that
‘government shou;d he doing or leﬂs that government ghould be . )
doing? This is- a time for each and every. oneg of us to ioock into
oul own heart, to look. into our own commuhity, find someone who
ig in need,_find%someane who is wanting, find someone who is
locking up to us, and for each and every one of us te reach down,
to-reach back, te¢ reach across, to lift yp a fellow American and
put him on the road to success inme this wonder aountry of ours.
wa can de it (Applaase 3 . -

" . Por those who say, how far can vou gea the answer -
ig, not -sure yet., There are 13 pillion young Americans in need,
and we ghould not be.satisfied until we have touched the life of
every one of ahaae i3 mzlizon Amsrican youngsters. - {&pplause.)

Haw ‘can we fall if we get this kind of an outpouring
in Philadelphia <~ ap outpouring that will be repsated in cities
. and towns across thzs ,hation? This hag to be .a crusaﬁe, a
.campalgn, an &?llance ‘that goes on for months and Years into the
future. How can we fail when we have the kind of commitment we
see from our ?reszd&nts and our.political leaders and our public
spirited leaders and. all the leaders in every institution of .
America? How can we fail when we live it & countyy as great as
ours? How can we fall if we are a pec?le as ‘great as we are? We
are Amerjcans. We can make it happen. We will make it happen.
We must make i* hapgen. {Applanse ) ) ’

&nd now, ladlas and gentlemen, it is my great
gleasure Lo introduce someane who has heen supportive of this
‘effort from the very, very beginning and whose counsel 1 have
used to great value over the last sevar&i weaks and that is our’

MORE-



distinguished Vice President of the United Statas ~-= Yine ‘
Presidﬁnh A1 Gore. {Applause.) , :

. VICE PRESIDENT GORE: Thank you., Thank you very
much, Hello, Philadelphia! (Applause.; Are you ready for
service? (Applause.} Well, thank you.

And, General Powell, I'm going to have the privilege
of introducing you tomorrow, but I want to take this opportunity
right here and now, at the beginning of this tremendous weekend
‘that kicks off a dramatic pational effort -~ 1£ I can be o
pregumpiuous, T'd like to gpeak for the entire United States of
America in saying to General Colin Powell, thank you for leading
this effort on the ground, baing a point man. We appreciate it.
{Applause.)

Tipper and I are so honored to he here with
President and Mrs, Clinton., And I'm going fo say just a word
about them in just a2 moment. We're honored to be here with |
Pregident Bush, a former Commander~in~Chief and current .
paratyrooper -~ {applause} -~ and Mrs, Bush. And we want to thank
the two of you for vour life long commitment ¢ volunteerism and
service and for your leadership on this opccasion.

and you Know, President and Mrs. Carter were
introduced early as Americals first voluntesr couple. They have
been out . there with hammers and saws, and we appreciate your
leadership here. (Applause.)

L

And to Alma Powell, to Governor Ridge and Mayor
Rendéll and Judge- Midye Rendell, all the distinguished members of
the congressional delegation, Senator Specter and Congressman
. Borski and Fattah and Poglisetia, and Secretary Cisneros and, you
know, President Ford is'going to be here a little bit 1aterv And'
I want to acknowledge .the-daughter of former President Johnson,
Linda Johnson Robb, who is also here, and all of the others who
have played a part in this event. (&pplause i

I'mnot quite sure how I feel about being surrounded
hy all of this star power. It reminds me a little of when
championship sports teams visit the White Hounsge, like the Bulls
did a couple of weeks ago. Maybe the next team will be .the
Philadelphia Flvers. You can't tell. ({Applause.}

« But when events like that happen at the wWhite House,
they're really great, but not necessarily for me, because people
go crazy and they're so excited, I just get brushed aside, pushed
to the back &f the room and, if I'm lucky, somebody will szee me
. alone in the:corner and say, “"Excuse me, AL, can you take &
pleture of me and Michael Jordan?” (Laughter.) And I answer,
*"Of course, Mr., President.® ({(Laughter:)

Tomorrow is a wonderful day, the start of something.
big. Thank all of you for being here to kKick off and participate
in this truiy historic summit. . I've been listening, as mavbe
some of you have, to the vverwhelming chorus of approval from
Amaricans that come from every part of our country to say now is
the time, Let's do it. Let's put all the divisions behind us.
Let's all pitch in ~-"hlack, white, brown, yellow, red, Dempcrat,
Republican -~ every’ zdaalag&cal combination {(Applause.) This
ig & good tb:ng . ‘ .

éYcu 11 hear a few-voices, hoth on the right and on
the left, saying they don't like this or they don't like-that.
Well, all of the other debates ought to bhe put to one sids
-because this means we're coming together as a nation Lo help-
those who. peed help. Regardless of what the government does. ¢
We're going to pitch in as individusl Americans and do what we
can. « Right? {Applause.) '
( T want to say that President and Mrs. Clinton and
Tipper and I have had og¢casion -- many oc¢caslions during the last
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four years to put on work clothes and rebuild a church, or paint
houses,: or build houses with President and Mrs.. Carter, and
volunteepism1is goof for the soul and good for this country.
President Clinton has tried to embody that spirit in the
AmeriCorps program, in the America Reads program -- {applause) --
and there.are all different kinds of velunteerism and they all do
a lot of good if they' re organized correctly. ’ )

.This kickoff is the time when all of it is brought
together. Let's make sure that this is not just. a volunteerism
summit, but the beginning of a volunteerism movement that
continues from Philadelphia all across the United States of
America. Let's do it! ({Applause.) .

., GENERAL POWELL: And now, ladies and gentlemen, it's
my great pleasure to introduce President Jimmy Carter.
(Applause.} -

. . PRESIDENT CARTER: Thank you. ({(Applause.) -“No one
can come to, Philadelphia, the birthplace of freedom and equality-
in thils nation, without thinking about the last more than 200
vears of evolution of our great country. We have people here
from every nation on Earth, totally different. It's not a
melting pot, it's kind of like a mosaic with different people
looking different ways, but forming a beautiful picture. But the
thing that is constant for all of us is twofold. One is a
commitment to freedom, and the other one is.a commitment to
equality. .° .

,I don't think there's much doubt that in this
country we d6 havé freedom. But I don't think there's much doubt
that in this'country we do-not yet have equality. (Applause.)

In many ways, we have two Americas. We have two Philadelphias.
We have two Atlantas. We have two Los Angeleses. One of them is
a rich nation with a decent home in which to-live, with fairly
good health care and education and a job opportunity, ahd a
belief that the police are on our side and that the judicial
system is failr, and that if we make a decision, it will make a
difference at least in our own lives. Those are the rich people.
But we have a lot of neighbors who don't have any of those
things. ‘ . :

This summit is designed to correct that problem in
our great country. (Applause.) What can we do about it? You
tell me -- what can we do about it? Volunteer, right? What can
we do about 1t? Volunteer. If we want to have a lot of,
adventure in life, we can -- -

'AUDIENCE: Volunteer. -

PRESIDENT CARTER: :-- volunteer. If we want to do
-something that's unpredictable, we can -- .

L r

'AUDIENCE: Volunteer.

PRESIDENT CARTER: -- volunteer. If we want to make
- new friends, we can -- ‘ ' :

AUDIENCE: Volunteer.

. PRESIDENT CARTER: -- volunteer. If we want to have
a gratifying experience, we can -- , .

AUDIENCE: Volunteer. ‘ ©T N

B PRESIDENT CARTER: -- volunteer. If you want to
shed 'a few tears of joy and happiness, we can --

AUDIENCE: Volunteer.

PRESIDENT CARTER: -- volunteer. That's what we're
here for. Let's do it. - (Applause.)

, | : MORE - -
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GENERAL POWELL: ' And now, ladies and gentlemen, it's
my great pleasure to introduce nmy fellow paratraoper,’?resid&nt
Georga Bush {hpplaus& IR

.Pamsxnmmw BUSH: Thank you, Colin., Thank you all
very much. President Clinton and Mrs. Clinton, and Mr. Vies

‘President., and President Carter, and, of course, the fornmer

Chairman- of the Joint Chiefs who's now setting such. a great
example, Colin Powell -~ what a jey it is te be working with him:
again.

Barbara are thrllled te be here, really. And taday,
we' re just Americans -~ not Republican, not Democrat; not Jew or
Gentile; not rich or peoor: not black or white. 'Today, we are
amagricans united by a common commitment to our country and to oux
children -~ most of all to the children. (Applause.) And we're
here because we want to give something -back -- give something

‘back to this nation which has given us our freedom, and the

gansration that is our future.

And so we've come together in Philadelphia to idnvite
our fellow citizens across this country to get involved in making
your ﬁ&%&anity, the whole country a better place to live.

and, of course, this morning I‘m privileged to share

this stage with a prestigiocus group of leaders, coming from the
world of solitics and religion and the military. But looking out
herg today. I ses another group of leaders who are more important
when it comes to volunteering and contributing in the compunity.
And that is thousands of citizens who care. [Appzause }

If théere's one message -- if there's one message for -

the peapla of this summit, I hope it‘s that you don't have to be
a President to be & leader, and you don‘t have to be a First Lady
to touch the life of someone else. Barbara likes to say, what
happens in your house-is mare imporitant than what happens in the
white House. And she is absclutely right. (Applause.}

And, you know, when you, look at problems we face as
& pation, it would be easy to get discouraged. Too many kids are

going to be hungry at night, can't read or don't have somesone who

cares for them. But when vou realize that there isn't a problenm
we face in America that isn't being solved by sonsbody,
someplace, than thisg is our ecall te actzon‘

fAnd such is the spirit of Philadelphla, gpltamlz$d
by your enthusiastic Mayor. And today and tomorrow and Tuesday
and beyond, there's something for each of us to do. And Barbara
and I look forward to reolling up our sleeves and joining each of
you in doiny it -~ in velunteerlng Thank you all’ very, very
much., {Applause.) ‘ ’ » .

GENERAL POWELL: Thank you very much, President
Bush, : : ,

5
: H

Ladies and gentlemen, as we put this summit
together, we nad the full support, encouragement, championship of
our next speaker -~ a man who -has devoted his life to service and
has been very, very aggressive in putting the mark of national
service back on o&r’nationaz agenda. And he and-his wife h&ve a
lifelong reoord of service to youth issues. I i3 now my great

pigagure 1o yrasent to you cur President, President Willdiam T

Jeffargon Clzntan {Rppzause -}

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Thank you. Thank you very much.

;Gooa morning¥

t

RUDIEKCE*. Good morning! S

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Are you ready to go to work?
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RUDRIENCE: Yes!

¥

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Are you warmed up?
AUDIENCE: Yes!

PRESIDENT -CLIKTON: Have you hearﬁ #1ll the speeches
you want to hear? {Applause 3 ‘

I want to Just say -~ let me say, first of all, how
gratﬁfﬁl I alm to be here with all this people who have made this
pogsible and with all of you., I thank the people of Philadelphia
for heing so good to me since 19882 and for being my friends and
for giving me a chance ¢ work with you to bring Philadelphia
back. fThank you so much. {Applause.} I thank-all your
cfficials. I thank-your wonderful Mayor. '

Genexal Powell Lold me when he retired from the
United 3tates Army as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff that
the one thing he wanted to do more than anything else wag to find
a way.to give every child in this country - a chance at a good
future, and I. thank him for deing that. {Applause.)

T thank Celin and Alma. I thank George and Barbara
Bugh for thelr examples ~~ Mrs, Bush with her literacy program;
fresident Bush for A Thousand Points of Light. {Applause.} I
thank President and Mrs. 'Carter for caring about the children of
this country, for the work thevive done with Habitat for Humanity
and for -- {applause) -- for going all over the world to rid the
children of the werld of dresd diseases, to give them food to eat
and a decent, humana=glace to grow up in. I thank all.of vou.

But let's fsce 1t. I want .everybody to face it.
Why are we hera? - We know that a loft of us would be dAoing & lot
of this anyway. There are a lot of wanderful volunieers in
Amgrica., Here's why we're here. This country has produced a lot
of jobs in the last four years. The crime rate is going down,
the welfare rolls are going down. But we're still losing too
many kids to crime, to drugs, to not having a decent income in
their home and Lo not having s bright future. And we're'here
hecause we gdon't think we have to put up with it, and we belisve
together we ¢an change it, Isa*t that right? (Applause‘)

I'm here because I want the ycung people out here to
grow up in an America that is even greater than the America I
grew up in. That is the eternal dream and promise, and every one
of vou. deserves that.  I'm here because, frankly, I balieve that
as c¢hildren of God, we can never fulfill our own ambitions until
we help our brothers and sisters to £ulfill theirs. (ﬁppzause )
our brothers and sisters to fulfill theirs. {hpplaase )

I'm here because I want to redefine the meaning of
citizenship in America.. I want the children here, starting next
week, and all over %merica -~ if youtre asked in school, what
does- -1t mean to be a good citizen, 1 want the answer to be, well,
. to be a good c¢itizen, you have To obey the law, you've got Lo go
* to work or be in 'school, you've got to pay your taxes and, oh,

ves, you have to serve in yaur community to help make it a batter
place, (ﬁpplause } ,

And, Geaeral Powell, aince,we‘re going to keep this
going and we all have to make an aceount of ourgelves, I'll go
first. Here's my commitmént to you and your project.

" In the next four years, the Department of Defense
will mentor, tutor and teach one million zhildren. {applause.i .-
In the next four.years, the Department of Transportation and the
private businesgges who work with them will do.that for one
million more, (Applause.) we will adopt a total of 2,000
schools in the federal agencies of this country. . {Applause.} We -
will find one willion reading tutors in the America Reads
program, to make sure. every child can read independently by the
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© 3rd grade. {Applause.} And our AmeriCorps volunteers will ae
acroess this country to recruit at least a dozen more volunteers
for every one of them, to make sure that all of the items on YOUr.
agenda sudceed. That 48 our commitment. {Applause.}

Are you ready‘ta keep your, commitment?

LN

RUDIENCE: Yes!

PRESIDENT 'CLINTON: After today is over, do you
promise Lo keep working tomorrow?

AUDIENCE: Yes!

PRESIDENT CLINTON: And next V8ar?

F

AUDIENCE: Yes!

. PRESIDENT CLINTON: And the year after that?.

]

AUDIENCE: VYesi
PRESIDENT CLINTON: Until the job is done?

AUDIENCE: Yes!

- PRESIDENT CLINTON: I promige. Bay it!

AUDIENCE : T promise! | " .

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Let's go to work. God bless
you. {Applause.)

GENERAL POWELL: All rvight. The speeches are osver,
We've had & great morning, but now it's time Lo get to work.
Remember what ' you've heard here today. Let's go out and take s
care of our fellow'citizens. Let’'s be volunteers for a bhetter
Americ¢a. Let's be prepared to serve. Lel what's happening here
today spread across the country to every ¢ity, to every town.

Are you ready to go, Phila&aiphia?.

AUDIENCE : éasz

v e

GENERAL ?Q%KLL. Well, we're going to get it ont
And now I would ask Rabbi Fuchs to come forward and give us a
benedictiaa s¢ that we can get on with our work

END, i ~11:37 A.M, EDT
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