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T PRESIDENT CLINTON ANNOUNCES ACTIONS TO

OFFER PAID LEAVE TOAAMERICA'SIWORKING FAMILIES
J ' June 19, 2000

Today, in his weekly radio address, the President will announce new steps o support America’s
working families, who increasingly feel the pressure of balancing work and family
responsibilities and have few resources (o afford to take family leave without pay. President
Clinton will announce final actions to enable staies to help parents afford to take leave afler the
birth or adoption of a child and to enable federal employees to take paid leave to care for a
seriously ill family member.

PARENTAL LEAVE NEEDS TO BE AFFORDABLE, Parents need more suppott to help
balance their responsibilities at home and at work, and a recent poll released by the National
Parenling Association found that low-income parents and parents of very young children are
least likely to be able to take family leave due (o the loss of income. In addition, a 1996 study
by the Commission on Family and Medical Leave revealed that nearly 85 percent of
new parents cite the muost significant reason why they do not take advantage of unpaid
leave after the ?iﬁh or adoption of a child is the expected loss of inceme,

i
ENCOURAGING STATES TO CREATE MORE OPTIONS FOR PARENTS. Today the
President will announce new steps that the Departinent of Labor {DOL) is taking to allow parents
to take pwd Zeav:e after the birth or adoption of a child. The Department 1s issuing 4 final
regulation, which offers states the option to amend their uncmployment compensation laws to
provide paid leave for new parents. States implementing this option are enconraged, and will be
offered assistance by the Department of Labor, (o assess the effect of this change on the long-
terrn fiscal stability of their unemployment compensation system. In May 1999, the President

¥
issued an Executive Memorandumn: directing the Secretary of Labor to offer states this
opportunity, and since then, state inferest has increased significantly. When the President issued
the directive, four state legislatures had paid parental leave proposals pending — today, 13 states
do, including Massachusetts, where such legislation is being considered this session. Today, the
President will urge states to take advantage of this final regulation to provide new parenis with
greater access to parental leave to care for a new born or newly adopted child. A pre-publication
copy of the final regulation can be found at the U.8. Department of Labor’s web site:
www.dol.gov. ‘

ALLOWING FEDERAL EMPLOYEES TO USE EARNED SICK LEAVE TO CARE
FOR SERIOUSLY ILL FAMILY MEMBERS. Today, the President also will announce a
final regulation, effective June 20%, allowing federal employees to use up to twelve weeks of
eamed sick ieave to care for a family member with 2 serious health condition, This benefit will
broaden the options available for emplovees o meet their family responsibilities and is another
example of the federal government leading the nation in offering greater support for America’s
working families.

!
BUILDING OI*{ A STRONG RECORD OF SUPPORTING WORKING FAMILIES.

i [

.
LRrougnout i Adminsstration, President Clinton has fought to provide families with the tools
they need to meet their responsibilities both at home and at work. In 1393, the President signed
the Family and Medical Leave Act, providing workers with up to 12 weeks of unpaid, job~
pmigc_ted iegv&, which has benefited more than 20 million Americans. Today, the ,
President ."WH continue to set forth an agenda for working families and call on bengress
to enact his proposals to expand FMLA 1o cover more workers and allow leave for more
pare:?tal activities, such as parent-teacher conferences and routine doctor's
appointments. The President’'s FY 2001 budget will give American familias the tools
they need to meet their responsibilities at home and at work — by doubling funding for
after-schoo! programs, investing an additional $1 billion in Head Start, providing

expanded tax credits and more subsidies for chiid care, and tripling th
i ‘ : e pr
credit for long-term care costs. ping proposed tax
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By Davry Bussaxare
Washington Post Staff Wier

An astempt by the Chnton administea-
tion ts establish government-paid leaves of
ahsence for mew parents e about o die s
guiet death, rejocted in'everistats legisla”
fure that (ook up the cause at the urging of
the White House.

Eawnuikers in 15 states introduced logls
Iation 1o ume uncmployment insurance
trust funds-—fattensd by years of pros
perity-1G pay hescfits for an rouch 58 12
weeks of leave for working parents of neve
borns or adopted children. Clinton called
o siztes tast year Lo create the major new
beaefit, which the Repubfipes-controtled
Congress Hrady opposed.

The mezsures were introdoced amid
promises of reshaping the country’s work
and family policy to meet the needa of what
18 nuw o majonity of fapulien with two wotk-
ing parenis, Bt one by one, the proposals
diidd, stymied by husiness appositian and

foars that enemploviment insurance woukd
runt dry i1 2 ftare recession,

The last surviviag bill, in Massachusetis,
was buried in & study committee yesterday:
Advoeates there zud In other states vow i
try szaln qextyear, possibly creating a disa:

" bility fund {3 pay for parentel feave,

Thie {2te of the efforts reflects deep polit-
ical resistanee o uzing the fruits of seo-
notie prosperity o create new, ongoing
government  obligations—a  vision ad-
vaneed by Clinton snd the presidentisl
campaige of Vice President Gore,

*It's a parador,” said Joan Lombandi, for-
mer associate commissioner of Health and
Human Servives and 2 lamily policy spe-
ciafist, *HMaving mothers home with chil
cdren s 2 value tn our courdry, Bul thete's a
preasise that somehow families van pay for
this alone. And many ran’L.”

Opponents seid snemployment inser.
gnee nevet was intended to pay for family
leave. “This was a back-door attempt to co-
erce empiners to fund something that has

aothing 1o do with coemployrment,” said
Ed Roberts, vice president of she Indiana
Manufackurersy’ Associativn, which helped
stop that state’s bill in the Senate after it
passed the Mouse. “H thera's some gfreat,
unzmet need, let the fideral govermment lax
the general population st fend i

Five states offer several weeks of disabil-
ity pay for asmw mothers bul the Uniled
Liates otherwise in one of few nations in
the industriafised werld without paid pa
reqial leave, In Germany, for example,
women whe leave the work force to have
children rocgive Ml paychecks for 34
weeks, and are paid some compeasation
urstt] a child is 2 years old,

With a record B4 percent of mothers of
peeschoolers now emploved, polls hawe
shewn ?awing public suppxrt in the past
decade for more government help for works
iregg farniiliey, The Family and Medical Leaoase
Act of 1993 provides 12 wecks of unpaid,
isbarotected teave, bug Clinton saird many
parents cannot afford 1o ke the (ime off.

15 & reeent MoCormack Instinge poll by
the University of Massachusetts & Boston,
about three-guariers of respondenis sup-
ported using  unemployment  insaranen
st funds to pay for parental leave,

But business opponents said the sugport
was ihinformed. "When staies  have
healthy trust fands, there are 1,001 gre
stive tdeas for how io apend them,” sald Er-
fe Dxleld, prevident of UWCSirategic Ser-
vices on Unemployment and Workers
Compensation, 4 Washingfion-based busi:
aess asgociation. He and state business lob-
frrista renrinded Jawmakers thal muany
state funds went banirap? in recesginons of

* the $8R0s and 1990, forcing higher taxes

and Jower benefits,

*Who will get hurt by this? The future
chimants the wnemployment jusarance
systern was set up for.” suiid Raberts, of the
fndiana manufscturers,

Vermoot and Indinna were the only
states where the measure passed even ane
chamber, fut. advocates said there i3

strong-grats roots supperd for sume faan
of governmentpaid parests] Feave, The
AFL-CID and major women's groups have
placed i af the top of their agendzs,

Ponra Lenbol goneral coursel of the
National Partnerabip for Women and Famd-
Hes, waid most vffurs Blled partly for lack
of time. A Labot Department segulation au
thorizing ststes (0 change their uaemploy-
ment lavws was not finalized uniil June, and
many politicians were wary of acting with

* aaly & preliminary regulation to hark them
gp, she sid,

Canneetient, New Hampshire and Il
nois passed bgtstation colling for studies of
what the measures wouhl cost, with 3 pos-
gihiliby of introducing bills vext year. Mary-
tand House snd Senste commitlecs consig
ered creating the bencfit, but no bill came
toa Aoor wnte,

Meanwhile, a broad-bawnd natinnad busi-
ness couslition Bled suit recently o blnck
the Lahor Departaeat reaulation 35 a vio-
fation of longstanding federal policy lim-
Hing waempluymient benefits to jobless
peaple whs are "ahle to work and avaibible
{or work.™ .

Beyormd Iogal isspes, the debate prasents
a tast fur the politics of grasperity. Al bt a
handfol of state unemployment trust fonds
have swelled from years of high employ-
nerit, The combined holdings of s slate
funds doubied from 1982 to 1999, The Dis-
iriel's grow by 1,200 pergent, Maryland's
hy 438 percent and ¥irginia's by 14 per-
cent, aconrcding to the Laber Departrent.

Massachuselts, whose fund grew &05
percent, became a focal point becayse, ae-
cording to the US, Laber Department, pa-
rental beave Lthere would cost less than a
ghird of the annusl interest earned by the
trust fund—or between $32 million and
$43 million., {Business groups cailed the e
simate tidicelsesdy low}

Supporters introduced legisiztors to par
ents wha were forced o retarn to work
soon after 2 child wos born because they
couldn't afford o stay bome. Janice Holf-

Clinton’s Push for Paid Parental] Leave Falls Flat in States

man, comnmunications director nf Wids He
rizons for Chitdren, an adoption and child
welfare agency, said pald leave woull make
aduption affordable for mure famdlios, be-
rause the ageney roquires new parents lo

- stay home for the fest dwo months with 2~

child, Meanwhile, business lohbyists ar
gand that many employers alrewly pay for
parental rave, althoupl not 12 weeks,

With the Massactupeiss House spraker
cool e the Bill, and the governer eppuserd,
i Al not srnerge fram commit{es,

But advocatrs vowaod te reintroduce i in
sz foray net year They said the efforl i3
consistens with recent shifts in wate pol-
irtes that have adiusted the $5%yearaid up-
eroployment system to the muoders waork
force,

A number of states pay benefits 16 vwork-
ers whe feave jobs beeause shift changes in-
berfrpe with child core duties. Somg siates
cover workers whis leave jub as 2 reselt of
domestic viclencs, :

There is also a movement ba change ofd
eHishility rulex {o cover Inwprwage aml
contingent workers. Advovates argue that
50 many s are in this category (hat
the properiion of workers covered by up-
employment insurance has dropped from
%5 g as hall to onedhird.

Meanwhile, even 28 now obligations are
legistated, most states have cul the busi
nees laxes et pay for unemployment ine
surance, Thisinesses argue that they aeed
more culy to become more compelitive,

T delate may Bage en the presk
dentipl glection. Tesns Gov. Geospe W.
Husls, the prespned Repohlican sominer,
agrees with business that woemployed
insurance whould he restricted e peoplo
whr lose jobs, greording 1o spokesmien Ray
Sullivan,

¥ige President Gore, the presumed
Derocratic posmines, supports the adesin.
istration iniitative, Gore *agrees with Pres-
ident Clinton that what's good for families
can be good for the sconomy,” said Gare™s
Gaputy issues directnr, Sarah Danchi,
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Clinton Hits
* C&qlpalgn
Tratl for
Demoecrats

President Raises Funds
And Bammers GOP

Br Erary Kagsssina
Frahnigton £t Srall Wasrer

TANMEBA, Jalv 31--His vice prisident is

on vacation, the Republicans are staging ©

iheir convention in Philadelphia, but Presi.
dent Chton i doing anything duyt Tyt
fow. He's taben {t upon himsell to fead the
Demoonitic coumerpoint ta the GOV

At 2 series of fundraisers i Florida to-
dayv, he warned it the Repyblicans are
wying to "blor the Qifferonces™ pn hemlik
care and the eoonomy, and hidy inequits.
le polreies under the cloak of compassian,

Clinton flew o Florida, o state he and
Vice President Gore won in 1966, 10 give a
boost 1o Senate candidate B Nedson, who
Bemocrats focl hos & fighting chance of
coimverting 3 GOP geat. The Demotrats ate
four seats sway frem re taking the Sennts
and six seuts away from rechyiming the

Dlse.

Clinton's appearance al a luncheon for
Nelsan was the third sech st in fous duys
aceoss Hve states, part of a swing desi gned
6 rdise more than 33 willion 1or the party
2ne! its candidates,

Clinten helped 1o raiee $1.2 million to-
day for Nelson, a former House msember
whe gained nations! astention as a crew
member on the 24th space shuitle mission,
Nelson holds 21 11-pnint edge over his
GO¥ opnonient, Rep. Bilt McCollum,

"The only trouble we'rg gon in this goge

s right now is the conivsion that #xixis -

abou what the difloreneys are helweey the
earaliduiog for presiden, Senate, Congross
amd the 1wo parties,” Chinten said 25 the
first B ervfser fur Nedson,

He avesssesd the GEW of (rying 1o paper
aver differences o bsaes such as Megdi
care, where (he Kepublivans sapport a bill
that wousld yxiend prescription drug bene.
fis through privaie insutuice campanics,
while the Democrats faver 2 plan that
would irclude drag bonefiss within Medi-
gare,

*Their strategy i ks otk abaet compas
sion,” he »aid. “W'e g brilinnt strategy, U's
a predy packoge. B they wrap it teht
enough, 1o one wili open i before Chrigte
mas. .

He alse knocked the GOP's strategy of
passintg bifls in serial fashion that would
repess the estate tax, redace the fax oa So-

cial Security benelits and give redic g
married couples. “When vou sdd Wup, its |

the entire proposed surplus,” ke xaid, Ity |

kind of ke going to s cafetoris. Every-
thing Csee Tooks good, #u i Lent it 21’
get sick”

Earlier, he vicied a senine venies, with
Helson at his side, to promoie his Medi-
tare prescriplion drug plan aad portray
the GOP 23 insensitive to Medicare beacf).
¢tarivs whe Lck drug coverage,

' Chinton dig not need o convinee Sylvia
Gessler, % feisty senior whe works 1wy
fobs—al a fles market and the bosrd of
clectivnsw-ia pav her bills, Gessler, who
spotted o white bandage on her nose be-
<suse she foll and broke a hone, said she'd
like t& drop one of her kb, but couldn™
pay for her preseriptian drugs. She scoffed
a1 the GOP's drug proposal. "It's » bunch
of batoney?” she waid. =] think America eup
da bettes”

{liston's campaign  aud fundratsing
pace is expretid to continue through the
summer, 25 he hes more tequests than can
be fliled, aitdes said. Today he squeezed in e
last-minute sppearanee for Rep. Jim Davis,
& Florids Democeat who was an early sup-
porier of Clinton's push for permanen
normal trade refations with Ching,

Democrat Miller,
Backs GOP Bill
To Abolish

‘Marriage Tax’

Asstrssend Preg

ATLANTA, Joly 31—"Fhe natien’s tmvg :
€st senater, Demacrat Zell Midler, said 10} -
day that e supporas the Reputbiican oifort
t0 shotish the tax penalty for married T
s and the estate tax and would voie 1o
averride 3 threalened veit by hiv old
friend Bill Clintes,

Vil support the Demacrats whenev,
er 1 think they are right and § will oppse
them whensver § think they dre wrong]
and the same way with the peasident and!
his peograms.” Miller smd in so ind
t2rview.

“This idea that I'm going e g0 up there
and vote the strzight party ineor bea lap
dog lor Bill Chinten—anybody that knaws
me ought to haow thas tast's not how I'm
going to do,” '

Miiler. Georsia's governor from 1990
0 1968, was tapped tast waek by bis suc.
cessar, Democratic Gov, Roy Barses, to
replace Sen. Pawl Coverdell, » Republican
who died July 18-of 2 brajn bemorrhage,

A special election will be held Nov, 7|
for the remaining four years of Covers L
deffstorm. - 1

Miller is running for the seat, and Re-
publicans zre sreking & consensus surdi-
date. Two whe have said they are contid-
ering the eace are former senator Mack
Mattingly, 69, and former Valulet Air
Gimes chatrman Lewis fordun, 56,

While be has been 3 fisreely partisan :
Democrat throughout his potitics! life, }

. Miiler insisted hst week that he witi §

“serve o single party, but rather 7.6 mil. |
lion Geaspglana™ )

Georgia is considersd 1o e aboirt 2ven
iy divided betwpen Republican-leaning
and Democraticleaning voters. Demne
srats sontrol the starchouse, Republicans
hold 2 majority 0 the sine's wgressipn-
al delegation,

On the marrisgs tax, Miller said,
“Many, many coupies, including me and
Shitiey, have always—both of ua-tyad to
work, and there’s 2 Jot of couples ke that
#nd iUs Just not right to tax them both,™

On the esiate tax, he safd, “4ee lonked
a1 that closedy, That's no! just for aome su.
perrich billionaires. That's for these poo-
ple wha have established businesses, huflt
haisinesses, built mom-and-pop  epera
tions and oow want o leave # to their
chilldren. 1t's 2 Kitchentzble msus ®

Clinton has threatened 1o vato the Re-

publicar 13x euts in part on grounds they
would Consume surplus dotlars that could ,
be uset for paying off the publie debt and -
providing a Medicare preseription dryg
berehi .-
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i The Ctinton Administration has of-
ten actused the GOP Congress of "raid-
tng" Social Becurity trust funds, sven
$hough the funds don't exist, Bur the 50
state unempiﬁyrﬁem trust funds are
boh real and in danger of being raided
s¢ ihey can poy mothers and fathers
who ieave their jobis to care for 2 new
or adopied chixd. The Labor Depant-
ment’s 0w lawyvers warned the White
House thal any such policy would re-
aire Congressionsl action, But they
were imored, and regudations are now
bemg finalized to authorize states o
rat& their unemployment funds.

* Yo' recsll thatl when Cangress de.
bated the Family and Medieai jeave
Act in 1994, assurances were made 10
Secure passuge that any leave would be
vv;}&;{? and smali businesses ex-
empied, But once the reguiatory foot
wus i the deor, President Clision be-
pan moving 1 use unemployment
funds as off-budget financing 16 pay
for sueh ledve. This is textbook Qlinto-
zzi{xrz politics,

+ Lavor Department jawyers llashed
whrning Hehis, In 80897, Labor ussured
Congress that "o Serve 118 purpoges,
{}nempisymem Instrance ‘must be
paid only fo warkers involunfuriy un-
emploved.” ™ A &larch 9% mema from
the Sotizitor's office a1 Latmy noted leg-
istation would be reguired for Ul 1o
cover family leave. The mems con-
cluded that 1he courts would Bkely
stribe down 2 more remilation, nor-
ing its own lawyets, Labor last Doreos

“ber praposet repuiations creating prid
tamily |eave. Smalt bpginegses aren't
é‘;e*mchl

H even ¢ majority of states foliowed
L.db{}z s regs it conld jeopardize the gvs-
gcm s soivency, Bven in teday's hat
ecooomy, 2) stases are already below
rocommended seiveney levels in their
{5 funds. Any economic downtnen
ol Baperil the funds of many more
fdaﬁm

CTa omake up the drain on thair
i;mds stazes woutid no doubt rafse ome-
%gﬁycrs' payrolt 1axes, which IHkely

would lead fo iower wages and fewer,

fobs. 4 Society for Research Manage-

Moving Microsoft

weOur drmie compelitors have

mratched their heads as the Justice Do
rent tries 1o gmush Microsolt, ane

of the world's mast dynamic comps-

gios, Late Fridoy o rumor eruated tht”

Ihe provisee of Hritish Columsia, Can
ada, was efferzng Microsef incentives
nrd 5 sale harhor i they would move
120 tmiles 3o the other side of the inler
pztional border, Gorden Wilson. g Rrit

wh Columbia investment officl, siid
?’;iiczmtsii wonltd e "z Welcrsne ayset”
aned #s move north could frustrate the
Justice Depuriment offensive against
3. Microsait depied it Al the Bex: dav,
Sl what a wonderful fright iny ihe
gnm on'Justice deparimeni—ihe very
totion that Cunada woulig offer ffself
&5 more capitalist-foendly thim e
Haited Staten, Why net? Attstaey Goen-

pral Ke i, duning a Q&A o1 G M

Crusvll tisse ut ber werhly pews canfer -

*

-7 Raiding the Unemployment Funds

ment siudy, with different usage sre-
nariss, estimated that New York would
require & $5% to 1207 tux rate increase
to compensale #s fund. The fruly gnemy
ploved woudd subsidize those higherup
e \ncome charis who want time off
from their jobs, aibed for understand.
able reasens.

Rep. David Molntosh, who chairs a
Governmani Oversight sicommitiee,
says Labor's regs are just the latest
guestionable use ¢f this President’s #x-
geutive power. Just i35t week, Washing-
1 used the Anliquities Act to declare
ance again thal hige chunks of West.
orn Stalss gre now natonsl monie
menis, forever closed to deveinpment,
Ataskan sificisis expect President Clin-
ton 10 shut the sast Arclic National
Winllife Refupe & a8 exploration be.
fare legving office.

Sometimes his unilaterad actions
have infiamed even fellow Democrats,
1n 1895, he rovored a Reagan exequtive
order limiting federat power. Seven or-
gamzations, includiop the U5, Confer
ence of Mayors. protested that “no
staie and local government offigiad wag
ansultedinthe drafiipe " of 2 naw Clins
ton order. Then Philudeiphia 3avor d
Rendell, now chair of the Dempertic
National Committes, comnplained ¢hat
the pow order maage “gerious changes”
1o “the pre.cmptien of sigte and loeal
aupthority and expanded the list of in
stances where [edern! zction i justi-
fied.” &by, Qlimion finally suspendad
his order indefinitaly.

Bul that was a rare retreat in a con
stant encroachment o (he powess of
heth Qungress and lozal paverninents.
The courts bave warkeg sverlime in
giriking down the mast Blaiant: the Su.
preme Cowrl recenily declared The
FDA's attemp! o regulate todacss with-
oilt Congressisnal anthorization uonton-
stitutional,

Those who say the coming election
150t ahayt big issuck kaven't tathed o
state and torsl officlals whe, whatever
their parsy, worry about the expansion
of federal powss. They hope that re
gardless of whe becomes Fresigent

he'li shaw mare sensitivity 1o the U.S. ;

system of divided authority,

ence iast week, remarkes tisl, " Amer
ith wis not made the industeial gant
of the world by the robber barons
aione.” Egad, A Jusnce spokesman

fatef KN OBl onstage 1o gssure the

_workd that Ma. Bens wasgl ¢omiinent-

ingan g epeathic case, byt £ I3 in RUch
wonteriat moments that this Adminis
tralion’s 1608 politied  instingls
gmorpe. Heosit e pariv effort
wont inle getiing White House zides o
stop bitl-titithingy mititary officers,
T eopvemional wisdem nowndavs
Chat B Chies 1w 33 roghie nuialy e
giviese b diddn't pay proper foatiy and
olicisance o e rognluieTy mandatins
in Wushingien. Lamda’s amaziay sov
treaty 1o Micresofi s o Kind of euriy
waErning swnals ARy colnlry fhast
fhaces thiy mueh viabse oe schitonzing
IBgen s 10 8127 35 bBusiness s &
£ountry en the verge of competitive
WEHEHTG e

Quid e
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., The Federai Communications Commis.
| $ton last week annguneed Hs aceeptance of
tan industry-brokersd proposal o Testrue
wyre e prices of local grd oog-distande
phone secvice. The basie rme for g residen-
tal ke and & dist fone wid go up Wy 5%
rities for ong-distanee calls @il grop som-
mensurately, thraugh lower per-minure
(Eates, the elhainition of raonthly fees, and
reductions in a fanple of other FCC
; charges.
- This is & major reform, and long over-
1dee. The FCC's thenChairman Mark

EHl
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Manager’s Journal
! By Peier Huber

Fowier wieg 10 trplement 3 shilar plas

i BT Conpress and sonsumer groups

" dengunced him s a Resganite enemy of
tho peopte_ Yo what Be was sttempting te
ciinge Wag & seheme that since the 1960s
hits perpetualed a popultst iHusion that lo

¢ cal phone service costs (ess than it eally

" does. It was “Lury tale economics,” savs
Juhn Nakahata, g former FOU officind who
wlped dosign the iiest pan,

Thers's & prent deal more repuiziory
mischird yel o by udone. Frem Helis-
wa! ot dowa, the hugh-speed Interael 32
thampntiing ihe alg sionomet infrasinue
wwre of he cownUNKCEtions Indusiry, Bat
the current regulaiory eovironment von't

' ghow the morkel o mild up o sow one in
its place. As a resull, the lechnowgical
rejumph af the Puerse is vamaly turpng
inte a6 erononic diuister tor imlusiries m
the cotmmunivations businoss iiselt

Long-distance cartigts iace the com-
Hete collapse af 0o minite wiomes-
0 and Mdcentasminate Gnlernduonal)
cidls;  thev're headed for nircenriS-a
nimate. Local phepe enpanies fuce the
ey sapd erosion of Bie remaining “oc-
eess charges” ey are renvired o codieni

from fong-distance curnels father thun
Jrom oead usery. Napsior ang Gautela,
meanwhilz, lot milhans of snpibume pi
rides coargingle thewr Copbright orimes.
Weench transier s e or two—a sang or g
wovie—ta our compuiers: Gnuieliz then
recis sup efforts by way of aur high-sised
conarctions 1o the e, Lable operators
will s0an be competing agalnst 4 torrent of
such "streamiiy viieo” cemient. So much
for premiwm or pay-perview channels,

Competition heing what # 1s, the indus-
iry supphes the rope 1o hadip itsell. Gau-
tefla was  erigingily redezsed ihroush
Americs Unline’ s masgive servers: the yire
gram's higpest vivhim will be ADL's ovn
netrothed, Timw Wurner, the bizrest
vwner of electronit conyriphts. Canle apes.
aiors are errifud of stregming Vdes, vet
murch of 1t wild be geluered over rubje’s
ran Righupeed Infernst arcess sevices,
jong-distange carrers ke ATET are righe
ing e “lateraet feleghesy” betause if
will 1ot thern bypuss the acoess charpes
they gy local cartiers: bul [niernet tebe
phony will eventually wipe out the long-dis-
1unce earriess’ own toll revenues,

The industry can’t adap, because regy-
Faters won't fo0 it The old regrllutory mmd-
ely, st lazpely in place. work o fragment
the ngusiry and 0 Hury clsrees whers
cansummers are fgast lkely 1o nobiee. Belows
ofwt sl phons $ervre Wis e resuds of
Ivisting gty enis lonmdestance fariffs
The muracle s “iree’  ielevision Was
achieveil by lorcing Hollvwod to Soll it
wafts fo Miglsen Avents ioiner dun e

Old Regulations Stifle the New Economy

consumers. Cable operaiors were regulred
o underprice whid regulaiors defined as
“masit” service, and o make money in
steatl on the "promney” sides of the dgen

The regulnlory pimmicks have assi-
fied, even a5 fhe Interaet hes grovn w
arcurd Them. Whes [Iniernet stariups
first arrved on e seens, they sensibly
signed up for the fuiry-tale deals. The PCC
100% 3 quick look and agreed that Internet
aecess providers shouwld be treated as “lo-
cal custorners” - which they obwi-
ously aren'i~rather than as
“long-distunce sarriers.”
which they obviously gre. 8o 1o
day, 1ens of 1 Sons of residens
tin} bsernel weers Gind up, iog
on and §iay connecied for Bours
upder priving sohemes fhst
don’t vefiesl aglusl cosls. -

Keemng ihings just Oud way
nas becar § malter of grea! principle
armeng e digerall, the siume crowd that
is daterrnined Io save |nterner civilizaion
from the shackles of pafents and copy-
rights. Every move toward securing pri-
vate property ot implementing pay-as-
SOU-FD Bervies fn evherspace is dennynced
Aw i regulation or 1ax, Just cell i “nter-
net” these doys, and prepie who oughl to
know belier rush fndeclare H forever free,

The ingustry itself hug been suvked
deep into U racker, Cable operutprs won
the ripht o pirsr Beal air broudessis:
television being “fres” BY regulsiory hiat
ey werr aden pniitled to belp themselves
Hroadeasters, in tars, g8 Cmust capry”
oblymsons himposed on ealde, thus wip
g the right o coupy preasoen quarers
oft the pirate’s own shin, Snteliite opers
tors woil the riehi o picate cable's oo
tent, perswsdiny Congress that it they
o’y pirate the pirates, hey ceuldn't
possibly compete apainst them. Last year
the salellile aperatess won the additicid
vight ¢ pirzle lecal bPoadeast sigmals,
Washkinpton's lome for all of this is por-
fortiy capiured By » sigm that hangs oot
sife 9 saioon in Anchorage, Alnskar “We
¢heat the ather puvs, antd pass the savings
o W rou”

Even gn H finally nermits loup-distuhce
and krst phone companies o rationohize
their fandis, the FOO ix busily writing »
ew volume of fuirv-ale economucs, Tag
one is direeted s owhat compeing leead
varriers pay each other. The commission

. has defined an exhaustive catalog of “on.

bitndled nebwork elements”™ that ineun-
bty e Pegitired 1 56T 6 compelors 4t
prives far Bedow whol i uasl obond thes,
LAR appelute court is expecied B nide any
duy pow on the legaliny of that one In-
runben carrers are abe reguired o pay
TrepEptal SUMPeRRIUGET By Compeinun
when traffir fiows from o8 carrief o aew,
S gspomp trmpamvs and Intoraned aoress
aeotiders eleelully ron services e ab
wuys recsosve athic ut never effpaslly
serd any buck, They can hoost diegr reves
aues sinpiy By placing jengthy phwos
calls te themselves o itducing their cus-
torners o do the same,

The one bright spot s 1 wiretess mar
kets, Hers, feders!auibionties have come
pietely derepulated prives and sprewe,
and hove Barred stute regulistors iom re-
regiiping them in 1895 Cenpresy even
freed lucul Bell compies o bunglie ol
sud orgedndunee wieless serewe. Megns
while, the FUT had aliowest wireless ot
oy 1 hundle carrage and content, vary,
paging. emall nierne? stoes—whalevy
they Bhe, When wareisas Bandwiith gois

high enough. (hey'll be free fo fransmil
“Wrastigraama® o vour video wristwawh,
i ey 56 (hooge,

In thus happy environment, the wire
iess industry iy rapidly developing sew,
soahmricstiy vinhie Dusiness modeig to res
plage the o, Here, ATET {oids its gt
tance service inte the arice of & distunce-
iiensitive nenthiy pasRage of wirgless
minutes, This s exactly. how the econemit
value of netwarks shaold be protected -y

coniimiously expanding the scope
of service and timplicitly) foads
ing (he foes on 1o the leass cias-
tic components of the buendle.
Corteni providers aTe Row
aming up with wireiess coma-
rieg in the same way, and for
e sume renson. This 3pproach
W proteeting e etgnomp
vatne of content, hawever, Is fra-
siiie anly whan reglaines ted markels as-
gerghie thew own bundles and price fer
oW Servines, ;

Most of the industry remaing wired,
and on it skie of the divide the obsolete
regulatary models of unbondling ang fary-
tale pricing enture, The authorines (hus
Keop it wived {slerosn economicaily vaie
St mone but the Goutebins. 1o got netwink
serviges gnd coment baok i the voans
ific these Ras 10 B8 2 boltle, nol just
sharly of priveseiated glass.

2y, Huber ix nufha of “Fane and Disors
doy B fplwrspuee” (aferd Urdierady
Frvwn, #0 Be luone conalted jor sepeved
Foygiosnd Hodl chanpaines,
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Clinton would tap unemployment insurance for paid leave

ﬁg Joyce %iowazd Price

WASHING TON ¥

Presidernt Clinton vesterday an-
nounced vepulations have been
compieted suthorizing states 1w
use upempisyment insuranoce
funds to provide paid leave 1o now
paents,

In Bis weekly radio sddress, the
president also annosnced other
regulations that would it federal
workers nse upto 12 woeks of paid
sick leave o care for aiting famaly
members, i

Mt £linton said the changes ave
necessary becanse many families
cannat afforsd 10 lake advantage of
the 1993 Family and Medical
Leave Act, which provides upto 12
weaks of unpaid feave (o pare fur
new habies or adling refatives,

“There are oo many familiey
that aren’t making use of the fow
hecnuse they simply can't afford to
take the time off, i 2 means saori-
ficing a pavcheck)” the president

told radio Huteners.

Mr. Clinton has been the chief
mover ang shaker behind the
change in federal regulations that
will allow states (o give the same
amount of oney they now provide
the unemployved — normally gne-
half to two-thirds of 2 person’s reg-
whir pay — tn pavents earing fbr

newhorns or newly adopted chil-

dren.,

The president issued an execy-
tive memocandum, directing the
secretary of state to deaft revised
regalatipns 13 months agn. The

‘regulations are now final, so they-

can take effec.

Fipuice Republican Conlference
Committee Dhairman )0, Waits
Jr. of Oklahorsa was Critical of Mr.
Clinton's plan to 1et states use un-
emplayinent insurance funds 1
provide paid parentnd leave.

“Rather than providing tax re-
Hef 50 working famibies can spend
smore thne at home together and
foss sime at work, Cliston is pro-

posing ta rald state unempioyment
trust funds. This isan il.conceived
plan” Mr. \Wats said in a state-
ment.

The sdministratinn’s propesal
“will shrad the safery net for the
unemployed. ... There wili be
anthing there i we have an eco-
snerde downturs and mmre Amer-
icans are suddenly unsmplnyved,”
thee Republican leadeyr said.

My, Clinton stressed that states
would not e forced to use uneny
ployrment compensstion fundg 0
provide paid !eas:r: for parents with

-new chtidren, ~ -

This initiative is totally volun-
tary. There are alveady 18 states
cunsidering legislation o provide

id leave through unemployment
misuranee or other means. In fact,
Massachuselts moy vole on such a
bill in the neet (ew weeks” the
pregident said.

"I this sty #venoemy, | hope
more states will ke advnntoge of
this new aption, aud 1 helicve those

which de san provide this new
berefit whije sil) presecving the
fiseal sousuiness of their unem.
plovment insurapoe programs,” he
satd.

Mr. Clintos foiled to mestion
that the povernurs of some of the
states where such proposed tepis.
fstion has been intreduced — in-
chading Massachusetts - appose
using enemployment insurance
funds for purpesey other than as
stipends for iatd-off workers.

My Climios aise &id not allude to
the opposition his proposal has
genarated in the bisiness wottd or
the pousible cost of such a pro-
pram. Unsmplovement insurapes
systems are financed by payroi
taxes on employers, gnd the U%
Chamber of Commaree hag vowed
o fight the Chimon plon in the
COUrs.

Labor Secretary Alexis Herman
estimates the maximum totnl cost
B implement the program in the
four states where it's heing consid-
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ered — Magsachusens, Maryland,
Vermont atsed Washington - would
initiolly be 68 miltion  vear,

But estimates by the Institute
for Wummen's Palicy Research indi-
cate the price 1ag could be ag nroch
as 3768 mitlion a year in Califor-
i, $409 millian in New York and
8266 oilion in New Jersey. The
vast af a “mdest program nation-
witle st fall between 85 billian
and 310 hithen a yene” H the insth.
fute's estimates are corvect, @
coriting to the Nason magazine,

A fact sheet the White House re-

Teased yestertay said: “States im-

plestenting this option dre encour
aged and wilt by offered dssisiance
by the Department of Lahor 1o ag-
se3s the effect of this shuwsge onthe
lnng-tere Fiscol stability of thedr
unvmpiuy ment cainpe rxsatmz BYy4-
tem.

Mr. Watts, the House Repubi-
can conference chafyaum, didd not
address othee fingf reguiaiins an-
nouneed yesterday allowing fed.

cral workers 1o ase up to 12 weeks.
of sick leave they've surned tocare,
for children, parents sr ather rel-
atives with serious Bealth epmli-
timig. ‘Thase regulations are shated
ks take effect June 20,

Nor did he react to the presi-.
tent’s plea to Coneress 1o exnand
the Family and hledical Leave Aot
s& 1hat i also covers emplioyess atl
smatler cornpanies. The iaw gur
remly appites anly to husmc:ms‘
Having 50 or mure employees, -

When the measire was passed

early.in Mr Clinton's pregilency, - - e

smatier companies ingiswd they,
would gounder ¥they had to guar.
antee workers up 0 12 weeks of
wapaid teave,

Mr Clinton gaid yesterday 20
million families have benelited.
from the Family apd Medicad
Lesve Act during the past seven:
vears. He says 12 million more
cruid be reached H the law's provi-
gtons were extended 1o warkers a1
smatier companies,



Clinton threatens veto
of bankruptcy reforms

B3 The president says
gending legisiation is
unfair {0 some deblors.

President Clinten, wha supparts
rewriting the bankrupiey laws in
principte, is threalening ie veto
pending legisiation that he cop-
tends is unfzir to ordinary debloes.

In a levier to congressional fead-
ers Friday, Mr. Clinton said he es-
necially abjected to provisions that
would Limit the amount of money
sorme bankrupt cehsumers could
keep in their retirement accounts
and allow debt collectors to charge
pecple high fees if they failed 1o
make good on bounceg checks
within a month.

"We ... must ensure that a rea-
sonable fresh start is available for
those who turn to bankruptey as a
last resort when facing divorce,
unemployment, illness and unin-
sured medical expenses,” the pres-
ident wrote. .

At the same time, he said, he
recognized the need to reduce
abuses of the bankruptcy court
system by a few debtors, Including
some wealthy individuals,

By Mar
ASTLLALED

Gordon
55

Sen. Charles E. Grassley, lowa
Republican, a chief sponser of the
bipariisan legistation, criticized
Mr. Clinton's letter, ealling it Yan
tith-hour message”™ that
undercuis Democratic lawmakers
who have been nepotiating with
members of the GOPF majority.

“Together we have achisved s
halanced bili that strengthens tha
safety ne? for those whe need a
fresh start and closes the loophoiea
ihat let big spenders walk sway
from depis they could repay” Mr
Grassley said in & statement.

Tawmakers have been working
for weeks hehind closed doors to-
try to recopcile differing House”
and Senate bilis, both passed by
veto-proof marging, thay would
make it harder {or peopie 1o Sweep
away their dedis in bankrupicy .
proceedings. The bills would apply |
new standards for determining
whether people Iling for bank-
ruptey should be forced 1o repay ¢
ihewr debis under 3 court.ap-
proved reorganization plan instead |
ef having them dissolved, :

The legislation, pushed by
banks, rredit-card compunies and
other copsumersredit businesses)
hag raised protests rerenty from

CONSWNET EVOCALEs, URIONS, wome.
en's groups and retigious jeaders.

Mr. Clinton called the House-
passed bill Y56 eae-sided” toward
creditars that he wauld veto it. He
said the Seraie version is more
balanced in its treatiment of peaple
who owe money and companes
seeking o collect debts but that he

still had serious concerns abowt
some provistons.

One he cited would timit 1o 33
million the amount of money that
some insolvent gonsumers could
keep in their retirement accountis.
Grassley has said he was seeking
to prevent wealthy debtors who file
for bankruptcy prosection From
shifting their assets into grotected
retirement accounts to eseape re-
paving debts,

But critics said the provision

would encourage credit-eard com-

. panies and other businesses 1o put

-into fing print waivers requiring
consurmners to forfeit pensions and
other retirement assats in the
even! of hapkruptcy

The debr-coliection provision
woyld exempt collectors from cur
rent iawe prohibiting harsesment of
debtors i the bounced checks in
question have bees outstanding for
A0 davs or mere, Creditors would
be sliowed 1o use wolcs such as
Iate-nipht telephone calls 1o debt.
o and repoated dunning over the
phone,

Ehe wasbfégtm; Timeg

hinas W
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Mr. Clinton said hie also was con.
erned that the legislation doesn’t
adegquately crack down on wealthy
debrors who use homestead ex-
emptions in some s1ates to shield
their assets from crediters in
banitruptey proceedings.

And he said he was disturiied by
the absence in the House bill of &
Senate provigion that would pro-
hibit people found (o have violated
inws proteciing abortion clinics
from using bankreptey procsed. .
gt W eacape Hnes and ¢ivil judg.
FRENLS.

')
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_Clinton diverts funds fromjobless

§et-aside for worke

By Bill Sammon
THE WASAINITTON TIAES

_ President Clinten yestecday
cleared the way for tang of billions
of doliars set aside for unemplsy-
ment benefis te be paid instead o
able-bodied workers wha choose o
gtay home with & newborn. |

n Hiis actien was angrily de-
nounced by the US Chamber of
Commerce and olher groups as a
reckless “raid” on snemployment
funds that will crenie 2 huge new
welfore entitfement, The groups
vowed to fight the change in Con-
gress and, if necessary, the couets,
« But the president insisied that
nis iposening of Laobar Department
rules that safpguaré wnemploy-
men: funds s 2 nanral expansion
of his Family Medical Leave Aci,
which compels employers to give
unpaid teave o workers for health
TRESORS.

“The currgms law meels just @
iraction of the need)” Mr Clnlon
todd reporiers o dhe Owal Gifice,
"The Mo, } onereason familiesgive
" for not 1aking advantage of Family
Tand Medizal Leave 2 that they
simply can’t afford (o toke time off
without o paycheck. The actions
- we take today will go a long woy
wward alieviating the burden”™
The president’s rule chonges
. will not take effect until after a
45-doy public comment period
Opponents intend 1o use that dms

, 16 raily public opinion ip favor of
. prolecting unemployment insur-

[

ance funds, which were estab-
iished 65 years age 10 provide st
pends for laid-eff workers.

*We're going 10 510p him,” said
Bennna Gelak, executive director
af Famity Medical Leave Act Cor-
rections Coslition. "He deesn’t
have the autherity to reverse &5
years of unemployment histery

with & 48-day commors perisd
He's aversiepped his boumds, Hes
legislazing throupgh the sxeduive
branch, and Congress does have
thy power 1o siop that”

The president’s propudinl (5 oo

- sidered a beiraysi of Republican

members of Conpress wha in 1993
supparied the Family Medical
Loave Ao, My, Chimon's Dest reaior
ingisiativs ViCIGPY. _

“Your decision stfowmng sialesto
e paemplovinai Compinianon
funds to provide paid fomily leave
tonefits pits oui-obwork Amser
icans apainst Thely neighbors wio
have jobs” said Rep, Noney L
Johnson, Connectient Republican,
in 2 Juse letter 1o Mn Clmen
“Thig i simply wrong.

* alae fs & Giree: violstion of »
tong-standing and suseessiul pale
icy enacted turing the administra

ton of Frankiin B3 Roosevelt)” ssid
Mirs. Johmson, who chairs the hee
man resources sshoommiliee of
the House Ways and Means Conr i
mittes. “For six decades, Amer-
tcan workers have had the security ¢
of knowing that ¥ they last thawr
joh, they could receive ynemploy-
moent benefiis to fred their families
and pay thelr bills”

The lstier, co-authorzd by Rep.
Bili Archer, Texas Republicon and
chairman of the Ways and Means
Conymittee, expressed “strong op-
position to your effort to raid this |
fund for purpases olber than help-
ing inbless families”

Mr Clinton coflintered that help-
ing farmiies is precisely the pur-
pose &f his initiative. “We have a0 -
hagher valbe than family, bu oo
many of our famdlies are having
trouble balancing the demands of
home and work” the preside

_said yesterday &8 parents fusssd

ever clhldren broaght 1o the Uval
Difce for a pheto spportunity. “To-
day, P'm using nry executive order
suihority to give these parents new
;ogis 1o succeed at nome and on the
job

He added: “Many working par-
enis are forced fo make the unac.
ceptable choice between being
pood workers and good parents.
Too ofier, in our round-the-world,
round-the-clock economy, there
jusi don't seem 1o be enough hours
in the day for parents to do what
they need to do”

8. Chamber of Commerce
Vice President Randel Johnson
4id net dispute the existence of the
prablem, but took issue with the
president’s solution.

“If one wants tv concede that
this is an important societal goal to

rs on maternity leave draws GOP fire

sunpert parenis HroLEh & paid st
pend while they're ralsing ¢hil
dran, our response would be
‘Thats an bonest debae, bt hove
it on Canitsl B Me Jobnson
said, *And fnsnce through agene
erat societs! tox of some sort, not
thrnugh this back-door tox on em
loyers”

Ha added, "Franidy, sur basid
congers is tat this is opening up
the unemployment insurance
fund, which is fnanced by empley-
ers, for purposes for which o was
never imtended, We're nol quire
stre how far 1he sides will fske
this, byt cerianiy it has the polens
tal of being o hugely sxpeusive
program, since whig vou're talking
beazt 33 the mother and fmher of
every child king paid tme ol
and being paid through s fund”

The Employmen Policy Foun.

dation estimated the anausd costof

! oAy Clintons proposal at $14 bik

inn 1o £128 bitdon. There is abow?
330 biltion in the states” unemploy-
ment insurance funds, Although
soma states have funds that are
barely soivent, four are so fush
with 2ash they asked the White
Heuge {or permission o spend it
g tther programs, which prompt.
24 vesierday's ruies change.

“The propasut is based on the
assumption that good times will
Izst. forewar” said Biss Galuk,
“Whxt happens when the party's
aver?”

Air Clinton emphasized the “ini-
tiative is totally voluptary" and
pives “stales 1he flexibility to ex-
periment with paid employment
leave.” Bt he encouraged all
states to take advantage of the
chanpe in rides.

The Washington Times

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1999



Jobs will be lost, others will move at Fxxon Mobi

Sy Willlam Gianz JP\\
THL WABORTTON R

Exzon Omrpls purebase oF Fair-
fax-hased Mahil I{%&m, Just week.ls»
ﬁt}ffl!r‘? Christmas will be a lump of
tode 1o zoms of the company
2400 local warkers. Y

Warkers will find oy jater this
week where chanpes 1o the COIPo-
rate structurs leave them, st buy.
outs, fayeffs and transfers are g
ceraingy

The Federal Trads Commission
approved the estimated 8582 billion
deul yesterdny by o 3-8 vote, and

the merger took effect immedi-
ately.

Faiviay will lose Mobil's corpo-
rate headquarters. T new Fxxon
sMahil will be headguartered in Ir-
ving, Texas, while Mebils alg
hemiquarters in Fairfax witl over-
sew ie new firm's retail petroleny
marketing and refining operations.

Company sificials arent sure
hew mang workers Mobil's Faicfax
. tasility will employ. Mebil moved
fram New York to Fairfax in 1988,

It dnclined o let reporters on e
COFpErgie grounds vesterday

The new Exsen Mobil — wilh 2
combined wark force of about
120530 workers — has said. it
plans 1o sut 118 werk force by 9,000
SwOrRars,

“The cuts will come from both
companies, and they will come
from operations worlghwide™ Moo
bil spokesman David Diskson said
sfter FTC approval.

Alaby local Mobil workers may

Yiove te relocate 1o siay with the
HOW company,

“Thers will be same retocation
My Dickson soil.

Brespite that, Mr. Bigkson also
predicted that Mebil's Falefax fa-
zility couid have more warkers

after the changes than it has now’

A lo1 of these decisions haven't
Been made Couid the work force
mevense? Probably”® Mr Dickson
said,

Exxon Mobil will begin boiding
mactngs this werk with employ-

ees fo discuss the new corporaie
structare, find ot who can stay
wilh the rompany and wha plansts
aCcept @ severande package ap-
praoved by sharehsidars., |

Mobil workers are eligible for
severange pay of four weeks' sul-
ary for svery year they worked for
the company, but only up 10 twy
years' worlh of wages,

Meobi! workers in Fairfax could
end g at the new companys Ir
ving, ‘Texas, headguariaes or at the
company’s Houston offices. That's
where Exxon Mobil will have the
headquarters for s chemical op-
erations and itz exploration busi-
ness,

Eaxxon, with 79,600 totat eme
plovees and 115 billion i reversus
last yeay, has nearly 13000 work-
ers in the Housten area aiready.

Mobil had $52 Billion in revenue

, last vear

Businesses here are hopaful the
aew Exson Mobi has a3 many
workers in Fairfux a3 Mobil has
now.

Across the street from Mobils
huge Gallows Koad campus, Grey.
ey’s Restaurant and Sports Bar
Genergl Maoager Harley Schwars
said Mobl sorkers acogum for o |
Big share of the regaurant's lunch -
Business.

"There's always a coneern abaot
how something Uke this is going to
affect your business, and i Mobil
leaves, all the businzsses here will
be affected for & time,” sald Mr
Schwars.

Exson’s purchsse of habil
hinged on the agreement between
Fxxon and Mobil - the nation’s
\zargest and zeoond-largest off gyo-
dugers, respectively - to sell 2,431
gas stations.

Despite the sale of those sipe
tiors, the new company will be the
wordd’s largest publicly traded ol
company.

Exxon has 33500 gas stations.
Mobil has 7,200,
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Subsidies -
Proposed
For Parents

On Leave

{linton Wants States
70 Use Jobless Funds -

By Anxe Craran

Asenreate] Pess

President Clinton proposed yes
wrday that parents teceive siate
subsidiss while tzhung time oWy
from work to care for 5 new baby
“We have no higher value than fam-
iy.” he said. e

Clintos announced » propesed
new rule tiat would adiow parental
feave paysients fram the same sy
tern that now pays temporary benes
fiis to the usemployed. Paresis
then eould draw st Jeast & portien
of their reguler salaries during
fpaves tithed to the Birth or adop
sion af 5 chikd

~ betive it will sirengthen par
ents' bunds with both their chi-
dren and their lohs” Clintos said.
“Cm the eve of this new centary, we
sught 1o 3¢l a goal that 3ll parenis
dan take the cime they need for
their families without losing the i
cornt they need to suppert them,”

The president announced his
proposa with three families in the
Crval Office before be jaft for a
shreeday 1rip Lo the West Toast
and  Permavivands.  Demoorsiic
Bnd-raising evenss i California
and Phitadelphia will bracket Chin-
ion's address to the World Trade
Organization in Seattle today.

Fhe proposed parental frave ride
world aliow states to egperiment
with thekr differing snemployment
insurance systems wnder 3 volun-
tary pilot program. Advocates siy
the program would be inexpensive
for siates, which aheady collect
payrell taaes sed distribute wne
employment benedits.

A White House official said
gates may decide for themselves
whether they have encugh money
in the enemployment pot 1o begin
sdministering parental ledve pay
ments, and may also decide the
yerns and Guration of thuse pay:
ments. :

At least ke statos—-Massachu-
setts, Vermant, Maryland and
Washingion—already ase consider-
ing extending snemployment beae-
fits f0 new parents, At the urging of
these states, CHoton in May direct-
o the Labor Departmens to formte
fate regulations that would altow
states to iegisiste changes under
which  surplas  unemployment
funds rowld be wsed for parental
Icave puymends. : -
“o The unemployment insuranee
sygtem, set up in the 13005, allows
states consideratle fexibility in de
smining cbigibdity for unemploy-

| ment benefits. Bui federal rufes bar

states from using usermployment
insyrance funds for other purposes.

The proposed new fale, which
woid take sffect early next yeae
does not reguire congsessional ac-
Parents are now entitled 1 up to
12 weeks of urpaid foave with the
puarantes of jb protection, Siace
the Pemily and Medical Leave Act
was passed in 1993, aboyt 24 mil-
Tt peapte have used sorne or 33 of
their entitied 13 weckstosare for a
new baby o1 ol fanidly member

A federally commissioned 1396
study found parents citing the loss
of income a5 the main reasop for
forgofng the unpaid leave, The
same study fousd that newrly ooc in
30 people who ook anpard leave
ended up on welfare during their
simne away from work.

The {Uashington Jost
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Clinton Renews Call for More Gun

Issue Is Theme
Of West Coast
Fund-Raising Tour

Asomiatid e

SAN FRANCISCO, Novo 30
President Clinton, who lost his
fight for new gin control kaws this

year, began pressing the issue anew

today during & West Coast fund.
raing tour for Democrats and a
gun control labhy, |

“We haven't done everything we
should do to make this the safest
by country in the world,” Clintan
talid Demacratic peliticlang and do-
nors in San Franetzen,

The White House failed to get
new resteictions on gon sales al grd
vate gun shoavs and g eoguiremoent
that z firearns safety device be sold
with each gun ta reduce the nume
bor of peridenial shootings, the
president said.

Sis ot st orbmes Hthat are %?xe
pmbicm. Clhinton said,

The Democratic Congressiont
{Zampaigiz Commities  estimated
that the %an Pranciwe lunchosn
versith bring in more than $500.00
for vongres<ional caadidates.

* The benefit was part of the grosh
dent's threeabyy trip to Califoraia,
Washingion state snd %amyiw

Teade OQrganization meeting in Se-
#tthe ot Wednesday.

Later {oday, entertainer Whoopi
Goldbery was se W intradoce the
president at  glitey Beverly Hills
party benefiting Handgun Control
ne.and its West Coast legal and re-
search office,

Handgur: Control’s most promi-
rient fighre is Sarah Brady, the wife
of former White House press secre-
tary James Brady who was shot
durime the 1981 assassination at-
tesnpt o President Ronatd Reu-
gan, Others aasoviated with the or-

ganizalion are enterlziners Barlira
Stretsand, Billy Crystal, Susan S
randon, Raste O'Donnell and Bean
Bridges, who portra}'ﬂi Brady inw
1892 TV movie on his life.

Tickets to a reception honoring

the sixth anniversary of the en-
actmenl of the Brady law-—which
required  background checks on
firearm buyers—<cost $250 each, A
seat at the subsegueni exclusive
dinner with Clinton sequired a
$10,000 donation,

The White House marked the

law’'s anniversary by refepsing new

pulitic salesy figuees, The Clinton
administzation  safd  the Brady
backgroum] check  system has
helped block snore than 470,000
g sales o felons, fogitives sod
vthersbarred by law from owsing a
gun,

o the year since an addon “ip-
stanl background check” took el
feot, the Brady system Yas stopped
mare than 160,000 illegad sales, the
White Howse said,

*These numbers, of conrse, e
not jesk opaenberes,” Clioa said inw

stadement. “Fhey repeesent Hyes

*

saved, Injorics aveided, tragedied
avertesl. They are a measure of
whai, we can o to reduce gun vio-
fence, and 3 measure of what still
nieeds to he done”

As he signed the £390 billion om-
aibus budget bill Monday, Cliatun
anted that gun cantrol is stifl on his
to-du dist, saying: *To cueh gun vie-
lenee amd keep livearms out of the
hands of criminals and childeen, we
stHl need sensible gun safety fegis-
lation.”

Humtgun Conteal, the natien's
lnrpent gun central groun, this year

Restrictions

ingreased Inbhving omlays about
fvelnld over 19834 [evels. Tt spent
$340,000 from January through
June, compaeerl with $80.000 dies
ing the same petied in 1998, ac
coreling 10 reports led with Con. |
gress,

Meanwhile, the National Rifle
Assoviation, the countrys hest-
koown dvoeate of gun owners'
sighls, repurled that & poured
55000 into its felibying offurs
duritrg 1His years first iy moails,
vonrparcd seith FTMEO0 & your
agke

styewithDemocratic-futd raising
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The Mayor's Abortion Stance

§ Most politicians vy 1o sides(e;z isspes that
divide voters along mihtant, angry bnes. But New
Yerk City's mavar, Rudolph Gaslian, Hymly reject-
¢d ﬂ*;z; King of evasion whan asked about late-term
aboreions during a inip o Texas,
© . the mayor sadd, with no apparént ‘gualifier,
hat B did not pian is change his cuyrent pesition
tavor of aboruos rights tn sunt the leadership of New
JYork's Copservative Pacty. 13 chatrman is caliing
onr Mr. GisHani 19 join otber welbkuown Republi-
cans m endorsing a ban on the Inle-term procedures
it they refer (o 25 partial birth abortions. But the
‘uryer has stepd{asily retused to aller his support
of ubortion righis e Jid 50 again Monday in Texag
{8 the company of Gov, George W, Bush, with whom
he disagrees on s issue.
. | What makes he movoer's stand particularly
giabwart is that it coujd gastly jeoparduze bis nomi-
natien by the Coaservabve Party of New York
Krate, No Republican has won ¢ statewide elecrion
fin Ith& Iast 285 vears withoul the Canservative Pasty

hine en the botlot, & position that generaily carries
from 200,600 to 336,008 vates If the expected race
botween Hillary Bodham Clinten ang Mr, Giuliand
rightens, those vores waitld look even sweeter than
they do aiready, The Congervarive Party chairman,
Michaet Long, vows thae be will oot bargain on the
issue. Mr. Long is even thredtening to bring out an
vaggressive” candidate (o run on the Consorvative
ine unless the mavor changes kis mind and agrees
iy endorse & ban oo late-term aboriions, This extra
candidate would suraly Siphon votes away Trop: Mr,
Giulizni and help Mrs. Chnon's ¢hances,

Guee next yens'$ Senate campaign is @ full
shroitia, M1, Long may visw things differently, Mr
(uhani may eveniually make 2 courigsy visit 10 the
Lonservatives and fry Lo persuage them {0 respect
pither his pringipled stand or, at ieast, the politicat
réalities. But the Giuliani camp said that fus basic
position would not e cempmmised making this 3
case i which the maya* s stubborn streak is wol
deplayed.

EE’aid Leave for Parents

) President Clinton's plan to give staiss the op- “Zheir jubs because of urgeat family reasons, such as

tion of providing unemployrent msurance benefiis
Tor new parents IS pood for working families. The
1983 Faumily and Medical Leave Act pave workars
‘the right to take up o 17 weeks of gnpaid leave
care for n newbarn child or sick relative without
daging their jobs, But many low-inconie workers
‘cannot afferd 1o take any amoeunt of tivge off without
pay. The new sxperimenta) project, which wonlkd be
{olakly veluntary, weuld aliow siazes to subsidize o
Jeave failowing the birth or adoption of a child o
ﬁzey s0 chose, Ar igast four stas — Vermont,
Marytand, Massachusetts and Wasimngion — have
pe apnmd legistation 1o exiend snemployment bege.
fits o parental leave,
7 Yinder current federal law, states have substan.
ua’i Haxibility to datermine eligibility for ungmpioy-
anent benefits and benefit levels, Although unem-
‘ployment inserasce i traditionaliy seen as helping
anly those who have been involustariiy laid off and
are immediately available o work, many states
‘have gramed benefits 1o workers who are not m that
Sparrow category. A thied of the staes, for example,
grant unemployinent benglits to warkers wha leave

|
] ,
?

4 spouse being reiocaiad. Federal regulations have
itewise . aliowed  siates 1o grasmt unemployment
benefits to warkers who are off the iob because of
training programs, ness in some situations, ury
Suty or muporary laveffs Allowing sistes t9 ex-
perigvent with providging benefits 1o new nparents
eould help mee? the needs of the changing labor
forcg where mothers and [athers both work, The
Labrer Bepartment would evaluate the impact of the
benefity on insurance osts, and on worker retenting
and management, before the progran: is made
permanent,

- Business iobbies are concerned that a new
penefit would deain the trus) funds that pay unem-
ployment nsurae., But maz}y states currently
have sigaiticant frust fund sarpilses because of low
unemploymeat in recent vears, and maoy have
chgsen 1o reduce unemployment isserance taxes as
a result, State policy makers are in the hest position
w determing whether their labor force would.be
helped by expanded porentz! leave benelits, The
Clinton administration would give them the ability
in move forward on this issue,

Ehye New ork Thmes
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