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T.: ''{>V>:IIT¥ OF tuday's 11I1I11'r

<:lass llifli:rs appredahly frolll puvl'rty ill till' (mst: IInderdass 
puvl'rt)' SIt'IIIS Il'ss frnlll till' ahsl'III'I' III' opportullity thun frulll till' 
illahility or rl,lm:talll'I' to take ad\'allla~c of opportunity. TIl(' pli~ht 
Ill' the Ilmll:rd"ss SIJ~t"sts that the I:lIIlIpl'll'II('(' of muny uf tilt' 
punr-tlwir l'i1lltldty tn lonk .. ftl'r :I\ul Ink., l'an' of tht:-lllst'lvl's 
can IIU 101l~(:r hI' takl'n fur ~rullh'll as it l'lIllM in the (lust. 

TI... dUIII~ill~ Iluhm' of pllvprty has also IIslH'rt,d ill II fUII(III

ill ullr politi('s. whit'h fOrllll'rl)' fill'IIS1,t! Oil dass hilt 

11lII!l~i ...."" 1:001l11lCt. Priur In tl\(' W60s, ill wlmt I eull till' I'ra lInw • 


of pro~ressivt' politics, tlJl> overriditl~ issue was how to help Imli


lIary wnrkill~ Amerknns udvunce t'cOIwmicnlly, The solutiolls III' 

Hhl'fliis IIIHI l'OIlS('rvuliws lliffl'rl,t! ~fl,..lly, hnl holll grollps lI~rel'd 


tlmt availuhll' opportlillitil's would he Sl-i'll'll hy the poor. They llis


n~rt·l·d in IOl'aling till' hurrit'r to opportunity: 1i1'l.'!rals hlamr:d Ihe 

IIlIfI'~lllalt·(1 ('1'01 IIIIlly, und ('ousl'nmlivl's "lillIIl'd Iht' gllvernllH'lIt. 


Adllplt'd fmm II fortl".",,,;1I1! Iwok fill /111' '''''~' tI,·/"·lltl../It'y ,m/il/C" all/I /111' 
IItIIIWOrk;lI/.: I"N,r, llyl,(lIcn""'" M, M""d, /0 I,,' I",M;.~/,,·" Ily & ../,. Boot. ill 

1992. Il"/lIill/"" ',y"'·nlll....;"" of /IU' ,/IIhlh/...... 
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lit's" 11I·lim· IHflU was I;lr~("\' a Im'al affair, 1\1 Ihl' lIaliollal 11·\,(,1. ill~ Ille jolt mark,·t is ()1It~ eI,'ar sign thul opJlllrhlllity still ,!xists. 
lilt' an'ua was ••Iways tI"millali'.1 J,~, ~rclllpS thai \\'('1'(' 1101 t1"PI'IIII('1I1 Workin~ lIIothers {'un IIsllally IIrran~(' l'hilel (';lrt' inf(lrlllally and 
,IIHI W('f(' IIslially ("lIploy"'" ()lIly ill 1111" ","'('111 I' ..a Ita\'I' ''''llI'lI' cheaply. 111111 .IIscrhninalion ill allY overt fllrm has .lisapl)t'an~tl. Rut 
(1i'1I1. IIlIIslly 1I01I\\'orld II~ gro"ps ,'a1'1,,1'1 ,II IIII' lIal io,,' S 1'"liI it'al COllservalivt' claims notwilhstlilldillg. welfare disincentives are also 
ullt'nlioll, too weak to explain Ihe coliapst' of the family or the very low work 

TI ... ('lIll'loyllH"1I1 isSII'·. lik.· 110 olln·l'. lIIarks III(' IUHllltiary levels typically found in the inner city today, 
h,.lw.·.·1I till' 01<1 p"lilics :tllli IIII' III'W, '1'1 ... """"'IIIt'uls "I' II ... I'r,,· I till 1101 IIWIlIi Illat harrienl are lolally abst'lil. DifferclIl'('s of 
~rt·ssi\'t' ,'ra 11a,1 wl'igltl ah"n' alf h,·t'alls" 11"'ir 1II"IIII)('rs work"d, opporlullity certainly exist in America. Better·t'.llIcaleod people, for 
or al It'asl ha.1 a joh hislory. 1'1", aAAril'\,.·d lIIighl IUI\'" h"1'1i d(~sli· ('xalllpl(·. are more' likdy 10 slIcct!ed. III rect' II I decades. the 
1111,'. htll IllI"y could mak., "'aims 1111 IIII' IHisis "I' d,·s,·rl. Tht' n·('.·"t incllllw disparily betweell low-skilled alld high-skilled workt'rs has 
p')(Ir sd.11lI1i (',111 (10 this. Till')' aw t·(lIllrt1versial. aho\'(' all. Iwcallsi" incrcas("t1. Tile progressive-era (It~halt· over wlll'll,er lind IIIIW to 
1111')' usually .10 lI11t work. Only 40 1)("1'1:"111 of poor adlilts had allY nurmw Illt'st' differences in wages rt'llulins aliv,'. 
('arnill~s at all ill UJIi7. amI only 9 pt'rnmt work,·c! full-lime Y('ar Ulle(l .. al opportllnities. however. chidly cxplain why slime 
rlllllltl. That illitiail\' waS wh)' mosl (If 1111'111 w(,rt· poor. Work dfort workers 'earn more. than olhers, They usnally .10 not explain theo 
ulJlong 1111' poor IlOIs also dropped sharply. Only 47 pen:('111 of tl .. • failure of nonworkers to work ste'llli1y (It (1/1. whkh is in lurai the 
IIt'atls of (loor falllili('s workl'!1 al all ill HJli7, t1mvu from 61i l;en'l'lIt calise of lIIosl poverty antI dependency alllllllg working-age,1 peo
ill W5U. ple. Most Americans hilve responded to stagnant wages hy working 

Of ('OIHS", Olll\' alllllll half II,,; pll\·,'rl~· pop"lalio" is wllrkill~ l/I(/fI'; only the poor hl1v(~ workt·d I,·ss. Most Anwrkullll rt'fUlIt' to 
II~.,.I, ·ulI.1 ollly ,,1,0111 Iialf n'll1ail'ls ill 1'0\"'1'1)' fur 1110"" 111U1I Iwo helit,vl:' IllIIt sod(~ty's failure 10 CXI)and opportunity' cans('s the 
y,'ars. 1'1... 1I1111,'r..lass. 1"IIISislillg of till' poor will. II,,· lIIo~1 .~('\·I'n· poVt'rty of nonworkt'rs who do nol take and holt I IIvailuhle jobs. 
1II'IIIIviorai probl"lIls, is !JII ilt , slIIall: il illl·hllil's 1111 limn' Ihall I'i~hl To {·xplain lOost t'ntf('nch(~d povl'rty, Wt' nlllst go huck to wluat 
lIIillioll 1"'01'1" hy variollS ('sl jlllalt·s. y", p .... siSIl·1I1 poverly is hi~l.ly IIsf'(1 10 ht, called the "culture of I)overty." Nonworking adults 
visi"I(· ill dtil's. mill il is ("'lIlral 10 all Illajur urhall prohl('uls--uol . IIpparenlly want to work. hut tlley seltlom do so consislently-some 
olll~' w(,lfan', ('ri II11'. <lUll "111111'1(·ssn.!ss. hilI Imuhl(·(1 sdlllois alltl a hel'ansl~ Iht' plly orf('rt'd is IIl1uc('eplahle. (J111t~rs hecallse Ihey feel 
,11','ayill~ 1'('Ollllllli(' has.,. So it ~l'Is mon' p"lit'y-lIIakillg al "'"IiIIII overwilelllletl hy Ihe pradicul tliffkllltil'S of ,·mploYnlelll. These 
Ihan Ilw aflilirs of II .. , vaslly larAt'r workillg .mel mitl"'" d"sst·s. relicliollS rnn strongest in the inner dty. hC{'allsl> of its isolation 

This lIt·w po\,I'rly .'wall'd a lIew politks hl·{'allS.' 1111' old polilit's from workatlay sodely, anti .lIntmg radal lIIiIlOrili('s who hav~' Ira
fill 11111 no allSWN III it. N"itlll"r of II ... Inuliliollal. ('onlp(~lillg pro ditionally faced discriminalion, The greatesl cause of today's 
gressive-era n'III'·"i(·s-illl.'reasill~ or t1'·l.'ft'<lsilig gov('rnmellt poverty may simply he Ihal the attempts in re{'ent decades 10 e'llIlll. 
illU'rventillll .itI II... ("'Olllllll),-S' '('IIlS all appfIlprialt· r('spolls(' to ize opportllnity have failed to persuadt! many hlacks and Hispanics 
the passiv{' po\'l'rly of Ilw IlIIlI'r dly. It is Inlt' thaI illlalysls wI.,ltll·tI Ihal il is worth working. . 
10 prngrt'ssiv'·-.'nI assulIIl'tiolls-wlwlh('r iiI II'ra 1 or ('·OIlSI~rvalivl! Bul if nonwork is rooted mostly in Ihe demoralization of Ihe 
{"lIItillll(' 10 Iry I" Iran' passlvl' pO\"'rl~ 10 SOIlIC' sodal harrit·r Ihat poor. ralher than impersonal impediments. then traditional 
1I111~1 I....,Iimilla"''': IillC'rals say Ihal p"or atlults ,'all1101 ('am n'fllfillism huMs no answer for II, Passive pov('rty has defeated. in 
"llOlIgh 10 1lI ••k.· work worlhwl.il." ('01111101 fillli johs IIr !'Ilil" {·art'. lurn. the strategies of both larger lind smaller governmenl. The 
or an' harr('.1 from johs hy r..d ..1 hias; ,'olls"rvalin's dailll Ihat Greal Sudety invenled wave afler wave of lIew antipoverty pro
w(.lfare "1l<IY,~" {It'lwllIl""ls lIot 10 llIarry or work. HilI IIII' !'artl ~nllns, only to see Ihe poverty level stllgnate IIlld welfare riS(', The 
,·\'i.I"IJ{'(' moslly IIIIIIt'rl'llts till'S!' ,·xplalliilioIiS. I.illl'ral ('Iaillls' HI'"gan administration cut or curhed the growth of these programs 
IIl1lwithstalltlill~, johs usllally ,trI· availahlt· to IIII' IIlIskill(·,!; lakin~ to reinvigorate the economy. But even Ihe IOllgest boom in Ameri- f 

==~,-",==th(:~t~j,~hL)V,vnl.Lg':lIe,ralk .IIIIIV'· falllili.:s ill whit'.h holll parenls .--- C-"('all"history:(''Ollld"not oreduceOp(}verty"helow=I'3'''i'M'rt'ent;"becatise-tlie"~~-
work••" al,o\,(' II .. , 1'0\'('rl)' lill(·. TIlt' 1100t! of III'W illlllli~rallls (·III.·r- poor are now substantially detached from tile ('(:onomy, Each in ils 
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own way. tlll'M' strall'~it·s pmvi.!"" 111'\11 dtalll'l'S 10 p..or ."llIlIs, hili 
lIeillll'r "in'dl)' ... I.hl'ssl,d 1111, T! ,1111'1 a1It'1 , of the I'''or 10 do 

1II0T!' to In'l)' tl"'I\ISI'Iv"s. 
As a H'SHI!, sIId,,1 I.as 1t""11 "riv"11 away 1'...111 slnlt'tllral 

n·'~}nHS aut! t~~\yartl patpr.!!a'is!u. l"'htt ~!rirt !S !o\'\'an!. Poh(:i{a~; that 

- ____iIIll IT<!SS_1II1 ,tival il III .1 'y- SI !I,killj.!_tII ,IiTl.'l'I-t 111,-1 iVIIS.I ,f-llllls".1 1t'J)c! II!" 'lit 

on guvernllltmi. !'"Ioli(: inslitilliolis are lakillg ovcr I .. lt-Iary fUIII'
liolls fmlll wl'akl'llI,d falllilies, Sodal-sc!rvll'(, agl'lIl'i,·s an' raisillg 

chiklren. ailll seilOols art' or"auizillg Ih(! liv(~s of slmll'llls 1lI'lim! 
Hilt! aftl'r class as w!!ll as tlllrillj.! it., IlolIlI'l('ss slwltl'rs alltl IIII' 

crimillal-juslil'I' S},slt'llI an' lIIallaj.!ill~ III(' ,lisorcl"n'll livps of" sillj.!I,' 

IIII~II. Ahu\'(' all, n'(""nl w(·lfart' h'~isilitioll r('lllIin's rising 1Il1ll1bc!rs 

of emplo)'a!:'" rel"ipi"lIts 10 Jlarlicipah' ill joh plac(!uwlIl or tr'lillill~ 
011 pail! of ('Ills ill th.,ji" grallls, Sill'll IIII'aSlln!S \fiolal!' til(' tralli· 

tiollul I'rt'sniplillils of lilll'rals, will, wallt 1II'IIt'fits ~i\,I'1i wilhout 

l'olldiliIlIlS, 11111 also Ihos.' of l'ullsl'rvali\"('s, wlto wOlllcl pn'/i'r I.. S('" 

tlisdl'lhll' a('plh'd loy till' privall' rathl'r Ihall IIH' I'uloli(' sl'dor. nllt 

thl')' S"I'1I1 1I"l'lil'l'll loy II ... ..tlall~ill!-: lIatllrt' of till' sodal prolo\1'1i1. 

TIIt~se tn'lItis an' IIIlIsI advallced ill Ihl' U,S,. hilt Ihc~y are "p
peening ill Ellropl' as wI'II. All IIlHlerclass, largdy nOllwhite. has 

grown ill' ill Uritisll dlic's, whill' tllroll~holll Emolll' c'olllroVl'rsy 

ril.i!:es UVl'r wl,ellll'~ imllligranis from 11m Third World ilft! I.·orrnpl. 
ing tradilioll,,1 IIIOWS. TII{'se radill and ('limit, divisiolls uow arollsl' 

IIII,re passil>" thall tlw trmliliollal eOlillil'ts of lallOr mill Illisillt~ss. 

The "dlal/ior (If "olltsitl"rs" is far lIIore ('UIII wl/('rsi .. 1 Ihan (!l'C,. 

IIOllli(' ,·blims. CrimI', cI"I11mt1ellcy. <11111 a faililre 10 h'aril tlw 

Ilalional "III/.tlla~(' an, al iSSlI", 1I0t, workillj.!·..Jass .1('lIIau.is for 
lliglwr waj.!I's allIl IWlll'fits. TIll' W.'sl as·a wholl" SI'''IIIS .!I'slilll',1 for 
a lIolitks (If 1'IIIIIIIId mlln'r than dass. 

The new agenda 

D('JlI~II(II'II!} polilkS alltl proj.!f('ssiv!'-I'ra polities dini'r slIhstall
Ihilly ill 1'01111'111, 1'\'1'11 tluJllj.!h 1111'1'1' is 1IIIII,It ill pradi('t', I 

O,\.lg;g;.'rak IIII' I'olllms!s IWrt, li,r 1"lIl'lIasis; 

TIll" "ld /sSI/t'S It.'l'r(' ('('tlllillllk; 111/' -III'W (1111'S (//'{! sodal. \'roj.!rl's

siv(,-t'ru polilks 111'''all'd the pWpl'r urj.!'lIIi7.:llioll of' sod!'!y. I'SPI'

dally IIII' issll!' of ~OV('rIllIlCIiI l'olllml of 1111' ('('0110 Illy. tiherals 

slIppurh'd hij.!lwr alill ilion' proj.!ressivl! laxalioll; pll"lic rej.!lIlillioll 

of illtlllslrit's; IIlIion ri~I'ls; Ill(! IIIllIillllllll waj.!l~ alld ollll'r proh'(', 

linns for workl'rs; PI'liSioll, 1I('illth, lIlItl 1IIIt'lIIpI0),1IH'1I1 IWllefils; 

alld IIIf' allli·hias II'j.!islalioli of Ihe 19nUs, COlIs('rvali\,I's slwv{" 10 

wI'akl'lI or 1111110 all !llt'sl' sh'ps ill IIII' 1)('lil'l' Ihal olll)' a I'('vivil'ied 

rn'!' lIIarkd ('Imld rcully gem'rah' "j.!nnd jo"s al good wages." 

III t1I'llI'lIdl'lIl'Y polilit's, ill l'olltmsl. IIII' 1I"I'slioli is hnw 10 til'al 
wilt. 11,1' I'rohll'l'lIs of' IlUsi(' fllll('liollilig illilollg 11.(, scrioll.\I)' poor. 

TllI'sodal. 1II0rl' IlulII lilt' ('('ollomk, slrndlln~ of sod('ly is al issu." 

'I'll!' fm'lIs is on lrullilled illlli\'i(llIllb or I'IJ.Ilk....grn.llpSJallwrtlmli. 

illdllslry, agrknlhlrt!o or tl ... n,latiolls of la"or ami ImIiHlgenH!IIt. 

Sodal prohll'lIls art! 110 10llgl'r sP,'n 10 sit'''' diwctly from 

1I0r art' 1I.l'y ohviollsly' rdimllillth" SoslIt'ial )'oli!'y III list fonls 1111 

motivalion mul 41rcll~r rallH'r tha.. opportllllil}' 41r (>'Iuality. 

"mlll'lIl'" h,'llwd pT!ltlll"" Illis shill. Bl'li,rt, IIII' 1!J(}()s, workiug
l.'lass illl'OII1CS wert' still low ellou/.th that IlIall), peol,le wen~ poor, 

eV1'1l 111I1IIg" they workI'd nOfmal hours, Thai is llIucl! less l'lHlI

1111111 Imlay, lIel'allse Ihe poverty lille is conslant in real terllls whil" 
r('l1l wilges huve ris(' .. , TIll' poor, wbo IIs(,1I In work more IhlAn tllC' 

1)(,tll'I'ooff. IItlW l..'Ollllllollly work I(!ss, "l('l/itll"ly. 11.(; foclls of til(' 

sl,dal ag(~llcla has shift(!d from Ihe low WHj.!('S thaI IIsc,d to impover

ish workl'rs to III(' dysfllilctions tlllll k('('p Ihe nOllworking poor 0111 

of Ihl' lalmr Ii,rct'. 

III l,rlll!,rt?ssivt'-IW(/ pvlili('.~ til(' issue was g"lj(~nlluellt clllltmi of tile 
('rtl/wIIIY: ill (/l'/If!lld(~/I('!I 1",lilies it i.~ gtllwrlllllent sll/)('n)i.~iull l~r 
1",lwllior, I'rogmssiv('-Na politit'ialls t1isl'"It',1 how far gll\'t·rtllIll'lit 

shollid TI'/.tnlale Iht> frt·t' lIIarkd in Ihe ('nllective inlen'st, hnw 

111111.'" it shollid spent! Oil helll'fil programs sm'" as Sodal S(·curity. 

III "I'JH'IIII"IICY p4lIitil's, 11I1\\"'v('r, I ht' ('hi, 'I' ',,!eStioll b how lilr 

j.!O\"·I'III11('lIt sholll.1 eOlllrol tilt' lil/I's of iI},sfunl'lional I",ople ill 

IllI'ir own illh'resls, Do· w" rt"I"in' Ilmt Iwopl!! stlly in sehoul, olwy 
IIII' law, ilvohl drugs. unci so Oll'~ AIUlVt. all, tlo W(' rt"'(llIiw mlults 10 

work or Ilwpart' for work as a conditioll of rt"'l'eivin~ welfun'? 
I'ml'osuls 10 "0 thcst· thiugs tlo 1101 Iluwh (,ilall~e whut gnv('mmeltl 
tlUl'S ti,r p('nple, !-hlther, Illl'y demlllld Ihat dependents do more for 
I h('lIIsl'll/('s in rc'llIrn. 

Formerly it was IOI.'iII authorilies who grappled with mainlaining 

sodal onlN, while Washingtoll milllag(·t! the 1'l'Ollomy. Bllt onl,'r 

iSSlu's hilv(' 1I('I.'ollW fed,·rul. lWI'!Uls(' lIilliollal prognulls urt· ill

voh'c·t! in all IIIl' key areas-w(,lfare. edm"ltiml, and l'rilllilial 

ti('(>, It is now IIII~ maill dOllleslic' dlalJt'nw~ of presidc'lIts, as of 

mayors, 10 reduee crime mill d('pelltl('lIcy illlli III raise standards ill 
Ihe sellouls. Presidents Nixon. CariN, alit! Heagan all Iried to 

1'(,I'orlll Wl'lf'If(', all(1 Gt'org(' Blish aspirt,s 10 he all "education 
pn'sid"llt, .. 
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TIle 11M i,sl/('.\ /'Iml'I'r/u·d III/II/Is; till' 1/1'1t: i,~ml's ClJII("t'nl d,iMrt:1I 
(/1/(/ '10111/.. I'ro~n'ssi\'('-('~a politieal claillls WI'f(' (Ill hdlalf III' adults. 

('sllI'dally wnrk('rs, TIl(' tl'"~stioll was how h. r('orl-:allizl' I-:ovc~ru

uWllt or tht" ('1'0110111), so thai adliits I'ollid ,lmvI' iIlI1I1I'IWI~ allli 
oJlJlllrtuuily, III III(' .lqll'lIIl(,IlI·Y pnl, how(:vpr. Illt's(' iSSII('S an~ I,·ss 
salil'nt Ihau !,,'opl.,·s pmhl('IIIS 1111 IIII' road 10 atlulth(l(lIl-iIIl'~iti
mal·Y. t·dUl'aliolial failllrl', a 1111 I:rim('. So dl'p('llIh'II('y polities 

focuses Iwavily 011 III(' fllrmati\'I' YI'ars, n.·formislII ahus ttl 

improvt' family. lI('i~hhorll()od. aud schollis ratlll'r thall til(' politi

('011 or !'l'Olltlillil' sl rlldII rc', 

Dallil'l I'alril:k MOYllihali says Illal sodal polky I,as 1:IIlew<la 
"post-illdustrial" a~c, TIll' 1II11ill chullcnj!;e is 1111 10llger 10 exjlallli 
e~()nlllilic OpJlortllllity IlIIt hi ovcrcOIIH! s()cial weaklless'es Ihat slem 
from Ihe "post-marilal" falflily and Ihe inahility uf lIIallY peoplt~ Itl 
gel through sehool. The illt'lllIulities thai stem from the workplace 
are now trivial in eomparison to Ihose slemming from family 
stru{'\url'. Wh..t lIIattNs fi.r SlIl'('I'l'S is II!sS wlll'tl.l!r YOllr falhN WIIS 

rich or poor ,hall wlwllwr YOIl kllt'w YOllr fatl.t>r al all. 
A f(l(:lIs lin ),olllh is iuevilahl(! IIlIl'l! tl.t' Ip;ulill~ sodal pruhll!11I 

dlUlIgt.S from 11.1' pllvl'rly of workers III Ilysflllll'lillllal povl!rly. fo'or 

if the sOlln'c' uf powrty is IlI'haviur rulhl~r Ihall lal,k of upportllllily. 

rellll'dit.s IIIl1st fi.t·lIs UII YOlllh, tlw sta~l' of lif(' at wl,kh J,1·I.lIvior 
is mosl lIIalll·a""'. COII\·t·rsd)'. rt'forlll for a(lults III11s1 hi, slrllelllral 

het:allse it II111s1 take pt!rsllllillity largt'ly as ~ivell. 
Tlw I,re,~.mrt'.~ ill I'rlll!.rl's.~ivc-era I'(l/ilic.~ Ilrisl: /1'111" ,~elf-·~el:killl!. 

behavior; it! del'el/{Icm:y ,lIIlitks. III(:Y (i/i.~e Jrolll l'IISsiIJity. Progres
sive-era politics Ildmles the freedolll Ihat Alllt'rica allows people 10 
make InUlII'y amI I-:t'I alwatl (ill their own. To e.lIIservativcs. Illis 
prerogative is a righl Ihat guvcfOlIll'nl may nol lillli!. To Ihe lefl. it 
is a license Ihal govI~rlllllent mllst reslrain in Ihe name of u 

hroader social illlt"resl, 
The poor allli 11"lwl1dtmt. howt!vm, an~ 1I0t mlplnitalivt. hul inert. 

They are c:olltrowrsial moslly hl!callsc tlwy do su little to help 
tht'mst'lvt's. lIul !.1·colIlll!· they hurt otlll'rs ill Ihe pllrsuit nf advan
lage. EVell wlll'lI violcllt. tlll'y are IIl1ahle In exert themselves 

effedively. TIII'Y .ire 1101 aAAmssive so IllIlCh as II{/·uive aAArt'ssive. 

So in dcpt·ndt"lIl·y pulilies, t1w hSII(' is WI.('!IIN pour j.eopll' shllllld 

have to tlo limn' 10 1II'Ip IlwlUsdvl~s, The tltll'slillll is I.IIW pussivc~ 
you call hc unll slill hl~ a dlizl'lI ill filII stu1l(Iin~. 

=======-F.:orml'[ly.",tll(~~i~llt=.(I(!fcll(le(I'Jm'l){'rtx_a'J.!L!hc~ estal)lisllt'tI o~~!!! 
against pllhlk conlrols. Now it is the left Ihat deft!lIds Ihe status 

TIlE "n\' 1'''l.rru:~ OF Till-: ,I',W l'on:II.,..I' It 

'filII. I.\' .ill .... lif~·illg passidl\' alllllllg IIII' 'It'I,tl~·. ",hilt' IIII' ri~"1 
Ilc'lliallcls ~r('alc'r adi\'ih·. nl'("'111 IlII'aSlIn's Sill'll as wllrklan· Ilf 

rc,!i'rlllI·(1 SI'huols an' alll:lllplS III slim.. la'" III.· poor, 1I0t III ('urI, Ihl' 
ridl. '1'111' poilll is III st'l a Ilour IImll'r sl,lf-iul\'allt't'lIIt·lIl. 11111 II 

('('ilill~ ahO\'(' il. TIlt' IlOpl' is III lIIi1k(· till' p"or III1.r~ l·fti·divt"ly 
SC'lf-s(,.·kit,~ Ihall IIII'}' <Ire'. 

CI(/ims ill I'ro/.!rt·.~sit.('-I·ra '1(I/ilif'.~ t/I'ri!;.," Jrol/l strt!III!,I/'; tllll.~e ill 

t/qlC'lI(/t'lIcy 1",lilin "ris.' Jr"l11 It:t'lIklll"~.~, Till' ('hil·f plilyt~rs ill IIII' 

prtlgn'ssivl' c'ra WI'f(' ullions. fllfillcrs. hIlSilll'sst·s. ,and utllt'r t'CtI
1I011lil- illipre'sls thai Ilc'lIIatlll"11 S.IIIII' ht'lIC'fil or prull'I'litlll from 
gO\"'I'II1I1C'1I1 UII iI Imsis III' t!I'St'rt. TIII'Y \\'C'I'<,' ('('C1l1illlli('ally Ihsml
vallla~l'd, hilI tllC'ir dl'lIIaluls we're' also lIIi1ch, frolll a pnsilioll of 

sln,·"~Ih. ht't',IIISl' IhlT Imel 1'('CIIIOllli(' and !'"Iilk'al f('SlIltrt'I'S of 
Ihc'ir OWII. -TIU'y ('(1111(1 IISI' IllI'sl' f('sollrt·C'S 10 ~I'I alh~lIlillll from 
pl,lilidalls: hilt Ilwy cUlild also stlrvivi' Oil Ilwir 11\\,11 if rd"iff"tl. 

III Ih'Pl'lItlt'III'Y plliities. IIII' 1,IaillHlllis IIslIlllly hllvl' IUl Stich 

stn·lIgth. liS IllI'y luek 1111)' n'glllllr positiun in tIll' l'l,(lIlmll~-: TllI'y 

art' silllpl)' III·ctIY. Tllt'ir lIIi1ill claim is prt·l'is,·ly Iht"ir vllllIt'rahilily, 
/I is 1101 dll'ir UWII powt"r that ~('Is atlc-lIlillll. hilt Illllilkilllls' "'ar (If 
a ""tllash fmm tIl(' 11I'lh'r-off if IIII' IWl'd)' arl' It·ft IIl1prult·(·h·d. 

Et'(IJIOlllil' grollps shllt· till'ir "'"ims by s.p,·akillg IIf trnnhlt·d 
fill.lllt·I·S, TIll' wry !l0or slah' 1III'irs lIy II tlisas:wlllhly IIf IIII' Iwr
slInalily-hy fllilill~ 10 flllldioll ill l'III"arnlssill~ wuys tlml furl'(' 

soddy III lake rt'slHlIIsihilily '.lr 1111'111. 
III dt'llI'IIIII'III'y pillilil's. till' lu.or claim a ril-:lit til slIPllllrl haset! 

011 IIII' illjllrie's of till' past, 1101 Oil allylhill~ Ilml tl.I·}' ctllllrihllie 
1I0W. \VolIJlds nrt' all asst'l totlil}'. 11111(·11 ilS a pay cheek was in 
I'ro~re'ssi\'I'-I'ru polilit·s. 0111' dainls III IIC' a \'idim, 1101 II wllrkt·r. 
TIll' lIollwhilt· poor, parliclliarly, appc·al 10 hisluril' injllsticI's. EVt'n 
Sill Ill' policies Ihal aid Iwlh'r-flllldiollill~ minorities. slidl as ilffir
1IIi1livl' netioll, wII"ire Iheir hl'lIt·fidaril·s til 1II1opt Ilw idl'"lily of 
vidilllholl(l III 501111' c~It'III-lo "~ploil ,II! IIppl.al, liS Sbelhy SIt'I>le 
says, l"ls(·t! 1111 "snffe·rilll-:'· rallll'r Ihull "ilchil·\·t~(JU'lItS." 

l'o\'l'rly shifts tht~ 1Ij!;1'"1111 fmlll l'IJllality til I.'itizell~hip, The 
Iflll'stiull is 110 IIHII-:l'r wI"" lI.t· worst-off IlwlIIl ... rs or the ellllllllll

lIil)' shlluld receive, Now the IlucstiOIl is who stlllllid bl' l'lIllSidt'ft"tI 

II IlIIlIa IIdl' IIlt'lIIht'r of the CIllIlIIlIIllily ill tilt' first' plu(.'f'. Who has 

thl' lIIoral stllmlillg to lIIukt' lilt' tll'lIIumls for t·t·unmnic rctlrt'ss typ

il'ally IIImle in the progressive era? WlwlI tlt'pendency l'lIllWS to 

dOlllina\(' dllss-orit'lltetl issllt's of for wurkers 
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ill('vilaLly IIIOVC' oil 1111' a~I'IIe1a, ",llil(, b~IIC's of id('lIlil), :11111 Iwloll~-
ill~ r(,plan· 1111'111. 

III Ellropl' as wI,1I as II .. · U.S .. (lC'p,· .. d(·IIl·Y l'OIlCC'fIIS H'pl:U',·d 
pro~rc'ssi\'(' mil's as ."otivI·s Ii.r III!' r;·l·o .. sidl'ratio .. of III" wl'lfar(' 

slall' 11.011 Iw~all ill IIH' 1!)7()s allel IUHOs. AI firsl. Ilw iss.l('s W('n~ 

('(·Ollllllli('. II ... fl'ar 11.011 I·X(·('ssiv .. sp('IIe1ill~ Oil illl'olll(' :11111 I ... ahh 

pro~ralll.~ was f"·I, ..ltllnJ.'"il~ II ... 1'('0"0111),. Cilis WI· ... · iliad,· I.. 

proIlIO'" 1·(·.. II .. lIli(' ~rowlJ.. II ... skI' (·.. lIsl·l....aliv,·s always f('('OIlI

111('11.1 ill pro~""ssiv('-('ra polili('s. MOf(' n'('('lIlly, howevl'r, III!' 

~""HII'r ('0111'1'1'11 I.as 11('1'11 dl,di"ill~ sodal colll·si", •. as ('"id,'II('l'd 

ltv ri~I's ill nillll'. sill~II' paf('lIlhoocl, alii I .. lIrolli(' 1I1I1'lIlplo),II"'"!' 

1~11!' n'spollsl', ill Brilaill alld Sweell"l as ill III(' U.S .. has 1t('('11 IH'W 

sh'ps 10 ('111'....... · dlild slipporl alld work dlorl alllOlI~ 1111' e1"I"'II

d('III. TIH' sltin frolll II ... olel('r, rc,disirillllliv(' ag.'IHb 10 Illl's(' II('W, 

ilion' Iwllavioral iSSIII'S IIsllI'rs ill a IH'W polilit-al ag('. 

Competence Ilt issue 

If Ihl'f(' is a 1·0... · iss III' ill d('llI'lul"IH,), polili!'s, il ('llII('I'fIIS III!' 

('01111"''''11'''' of II ... !,oor III ."alc;I~'· II ... ir oWII li\','s. SIII·I, 1'01111"'
11'111'1' was 1,,1.1'" for ~rall .. ·d .... I,y 1'lIlIsI'rval'iv,'s a"d lilH'rals .... ill 

proJ.\rt·ssiv('-l'ra polilics.. 11 was asslIlIlI'd Ihal II ... poor wOlild ,I('I 

(,ff('eliv"!y 10 alkall('I' IIH'ir OWII sl,II·-inl('resl. if 1101 soddy's, 

ahove all hy workill~. '1'1", dli .. f issill' was how IlI'sl 10 ""Ilallli Ih(, 

helwfils of (,lIlploynll'lIl. This accoullis for II ... ill'lwrsollal sl)'h' of 

Ihl' l'ra, ils Ihalioll Oil I'('ollomies alld sodal or~allizalioll. The pri
vale lives of II ... poor W('f(' preslIlIl!'d 10 1)(' onl,·r1y. so Ihal Ilwy 

('Imld sl'ii(' whal ('v .. r opporilinil it·s ~ov!'rlln"'"1 or III(' mark(,1 
lIIigl.1 olf(·r. 

Th(, ('SS('II('I' of (I!,(Wlld('lIl'Y polilics is Ihal ('ollllwh~llce l'omes 

illio !J"l·slioll. D('bale 1I0W ('('nlers Oil Ih(, p(,rsollal liv('s of Ihe poor 

mlldl Ilion' Illall Oil ilJlp(,rsollal forces. Mon' Ihan hd·ore. sol'ial 

prohlellls arisl·. 1101 jllsl from Ihe variolls prc'ssllre's Ihal p('oplc fan\ 

bill frolll Ill('ir illahilily 10 ('OP(' will. 1111'111. TIl!' prohl('lIIs of Ihe 

poor ('all al~'ays 1lC' asnilwd 10 l'illl!'r III!' elivirollllll'lIl or persollal 

fadors. III Imlay's soeial allalysis, Ill('n·for(', jlldgllH'lIls of hlllllan 

nul lire, playas gre'al a rol(· as allY hanl c·vidc·II(· ... 

Olle nili!'al iSSII(' is Iwrsollal r('spcllisihilil),. Shollid till, poor h(, 

san!'lio'l!'t1 for had Iwha\;or? III III!' progn'ssiw' ('ra, III(' !'olllpara

live IIwril of individual freedolll all(1 social ('!J"alily was al issll!'. 

1.111 rt'Spolisihilily ill Ihis Iwrsollal S('IIS(~ IIslially was 1I0!. Polilicialls 

ar~lIl"d aholll how 10 halam'(' ~ov('nlllleilial adioll 10 incrcus(' 

("Illalil~' a~aillsi IIII' 1'... ,(,.10111 of IIII' IlIark!'!phu·,'. 1.111 110 0111' Sllp

pos!'d Ihal 1'1'01'11' IlI'c·d 1101 olls('["\'c' ('ollvc'lIliollal sialidarcis slI('h as 
liard work ali(I olwdil'lI('(' 10 II ... law. III d",wlldc'II('Y polil ics. hv 
1·..,.lrasl. till' or~allizHlioll of s .. d!'!y is less al iSSII(' Illall PI'rsollal 

rc'spollsihilily. FI'w Jleol'l(· 1I0W arl!lI(' Ii,r I!OV('fIIllIl'nl oWlll'rshill or 

('V('II illl:n'as(,J n'gll-lali;lII. 1.111 lIIa'I'IX displ;ic' wll('lh('r IIIl' disad~allc--____ 

la~I·e1 .~h,,"leI hav(' 10 ohs(,rv(' 1",I"lvi"ral lIorlllS Ihal IIH')' IIH'III

SI'Iv(·s al,(,('pl. TI ... poor walll 10 work lIIHI ol,,·y III!' law, bill Oft('11 

Ill!'r do 1101. Shoilid Ihey adllally have lo!' Lih('rals 1('11(1 10 say 1Il1 

:IIHI ('Olls('["\'ali\'('s Y(·s. For (·xalllple, 1II0si Iilwrals are e1islilll'lly 

f(·llIl'Ialll 10 I'll fore(' 11.(, crilililial law s"v('rl'ly ill ~lIt'1l0 af(·as. 1;' 

illiPOSl' 101l~I'H'r ~raelllalioll rc'(llIin'IIH'lIls 011 slml('lIls ill IIrltall 

s('hools. alld altov(' all 10 n·clllin· w(,lfare· ""l'ipic'lIls 10 work. Tlwy 

do 1101 ('lIdors(' lit .. disorclc'rs of 1111' gh!'1I0, yl'l Iltl'y 1'(,(·1 Iltal 10 

"era('k e10WII" is sOlll!'how IIl1fair 10 poor p('opl!' sl fIIgglill~ 10 ('01'(' 

willi Ill!'i r IiV('s. COlls(·["\'alivl's. Oil II ... 01 I..... 1.0111.1. illsisl Ihal III!' 

poor II(' Il!'ld 10 til!' salll!' Iwhavioral slall(lards as ollwr p('0I'I(,. III 

pari. 'III!' 1 .. 1'1 is silllply 1110f(' lilwrlariall Ihall Ilw ri~hl. I(·ss willill~ 
10 1'lIfon'(' valll('s Oil aIlY",H'. 

'1'1 ... diffi'rc'lIl'C'S, IIIIWC'\·I·r. also n'sl Oil disa~rt'('III('lIls OV('r II ... 

('apa('il)' of 11.1' poor 10 IIlallag!' Ill!'ir affairs. parlicillarly 10 work 

allel rais(, a falllily. 0111' call ('xlwd rt'spcllisihilily only of pl"oplf' 

ahl(' 10 lake l'ar.. of Ihelllseives. Liherals 1('lId 10 he pl'ssimislic 

aholll l'ollllwlelll'(', viewillg poor peopl(' as overwilelllled by Ilwir 

('lIvirollllll'1I1. So Ihey ask spl'dal 1.(·11' for Iltelll and lelld 10 1)(> 

p('mlissive abolll ellforcillg ('ClIlveliliolial 1II0res. Conservaliv('S an' 

IIIl1dl lIIorf' oplimislic. hellce more t1('II"IIUlill~ ami less perlllis
sin·. Tllis difli'rl'lIl'(' is IIIl1lc·e1 UIII())I~ polilil'ialls. hili vC'ry ('vicll'lIl 
ill d .. hah's mlloll~ lillC'ral alld (·ollsc·["\'aliv .. l"xpl"rls. . 

Mlldl of Ilu~ dehale m'('r poverly is slill (,(lIIJucl(·d ill lerllls of 

harril'rs. hili appearalll'('s art· d(·l'l·ivill~. LiIH'rals ill III!' pro~r(>ssiv(' 
('ra ('0111(1 IIpp('al 10 illlpl,e1illl!"lIls 10 sllpporlillg olles(·lf. Slid. as 

mass 1I11l'lIIploym(>1I1 or radal segregalioll. l!tal !tad lilll(, or lIolh

illg 10 do will. Ihe pt.·rsollal fortilmk· of Ihc' johless. III cOIISC'(IU(,lIl'(', 

liherals cOllld ask for gov('nllllelli illle["\'('lIliOIl wilhoul reneclill~ 
Oil III(' ('Olllpett'lIl'e of Ihe hellefil'iari(·s. Today. SlIl'h "hard" ohsla

dc's 10 self-r..lianec IIrc IIllldl less ('vid('lIt. Ohjedivdy. prohlems 

lik(· had neighhorhoods or low wages. whkh liherals like 10 cite 10 

('xl'lIlpale Ihe poor. are seldom Ifllt' harriers. They de'moralize pt"U

ph· wil h01l1 direl'tly harring Ihem from (·lIlployment. To invoke 

111l'1II (lot's rt'ned nn the energy of Ihos(' for whom Ihe excuses are 
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Iliad,·, TOllay's al"~III1Il'IIIS ahulII harriers al'l' usually .. r~IIIl1I:lIts 
..1.'1111 ('01111 1l'h'1I1 ',. ill t1iSJ.:llis,', 

) 

LillI'rals art' 11111 wmllJ.: III sln'ss harrit'rs, bill IIIl' hilrrit'r~ an' 

IIIOf(' psydmlu~kal Iltall sIIda!' COllsI'rvalin's an' lal"J.:c·ly ri~hl tlmt 
sodl'l), ofli'rs poor p,·opl,· opporllllliti,'s of a sorl; harril'rs art' s,·I
110111 pml,iJ,iti\'l" nlll Iihl'l'als af(' I:lr~"ly ri~hl aholll 1111' I'UIIf 1111'111
sc·"','s. HC'sl'arl'lll'rs iliaI' say I!.ill opportullily ohjl'di\'c.Jy(·xists. hilI 
IIII' I'lIln'lIdll't1 p",ir an' 1101 I'CIlI\'illl'I'II, '1'111' lilll'ncl lIutillll Ilml 
sodc'ty h"llis lilt· poor ill at "\'I'ry IlIrn rill~s 11'111' ilIIIOII~ IIIl' poor 
11"·llIs"h'l·s. I'\'C'U ir it is 11111 ohjc·I'livc·l)' Ifill'. TI ... lIolillll ..I' SOIllI' 

I:OIlSC'rvali\,,'s Iltal I)..or iulults af(' f(·ally lIIiclc\l,·-dass lIIa"imizl'rs 
in llis~lIisl' is illlpl:lllsihl ... WOIII(I IllI'y n·ally jUlllp lip 0111.1 work if 
tI{,,,il,d wI·lf .. rc;~ Mol'(' lik,'ly, tlll'y wouhl l'il,l~c •. IIIIst I", amI drift 
frolll job to joh 111111'1. as tlwy do now, 

I 

()flt~1I harri"rs an' ill tIll' "y"S of 1111' II(·holtll'l's. who jllll~,' tllI'lII 

al'l'ortlillg 10 I hl'ir Vil'WS of nllnp,·I"III"·. Lilll·ral ilualysls lin' 'I"it'k 
Itl rillli illl)l,·t1iIlH'lIls hI I'lIIpIO),III('III. h""allsI' IllI'y vil'w 1111' poor itS 

Iwlpit'SS vit'lililS. COIISI'I'\'aliVl's St'" fC'wl'r Imrrit·rs. allli 1'0111 ror I .. ss 
Iwlp. h.'('alls.· 1111'), illll'HIt' 1I10n~ uhility 10 1111' poor, WIIlII lilt, I"ft 
('ails harril'rs Ih,' ri~111 n'~anls as IIU' onlillllr)' IOJ,:islies of workill~. 
whh:,h 11.(' pour. lik,· 111111'1' P'·op"·. (',Ill IUIII1I1(' by 1III'IIIs,·I"I's. Oil" 

si,ll' will 1101 ohli~a"'llJ(' I'0or 10 Ilt'hilv!' III·ltl·r 110 lIIall"r whal is 
dOll(' for th(,1I1, whilc' I Ill' olllt'r ,Ic'IIIi11l1ls "!'IIt'r IlC'haviur IlI,forl' 
anylhill~ is ,1mII'. TIll' pOllr an' l'ilhn i11110(:I'111 slipplil'illltS of 
wltullI 111J1"ill~ ('1111 hI' ('xp(·ded. or tlwy arl' lil:ty ('xploilt'rs who (',111 
mill sllllllitl sllil)l" lip. TllI's(' ilre 1101 tlisaJ,:fI'l'lIli'lIts !11iI1 all\' hart! 

(willc'lIl'e ('illi n's .. !",', 

Politicdl chdngclII 

The aclV('1I1 III' tlc'j"'IIII('IWY polities dll1l1g(~s till' slyl,' or IKllitil's 
as well as tl ... slIbslimcl'. A~ain, I si1l1pliry IIII' l'Olilrasls rur 
t'mphasis: . 

Pr(l/!.n's,~jvt'-('m ,mlit ic,~ was selJ-rt>/jellll; t/eIJi,ru/t"iC!I p"/iI iI',~ b 

",,1, III ('!lutrasl 10 Ihe rerorms tlml 1I1asS IIItlVl'lIIenls achit'vl,d in 
tht' progn,ssivI' I'ra. dl'pl'ntlt'lll'y daims !.avI' sl,IcI11111 heen pn~ssed 
tlin!l'lly hy lilt' 1'"01' tllt'llIsdves. whl) an' passiVl' 1I11d witlltlrawlI. 
Ilistead, Ilwir l'aSl' has hl'Cll llIade 1'111' Ihl'lII hy progmm staffs IIr 
politieialls aln,ml)' wilhill IIII' govl'rllllwnt. or hy ('xlwrb elos!!!y 

1- . 	 lillke(Ltll-",it,=\~~it.I.""Jhe_(:reilt SIIt:i...):. _sod.ll-polil'Y l1Ii1kill~ ill III(' 
U ,S, ht'l'alll(' I11l1l'h lIIorl' .'lilist thall it 1'\'1'1' was 'i,;,rof(':-~I'llI' dvil:=-'=-== 

rights ulIII f.'ll1inisl 1Il00'''1lWnts Wl'rt· th.· last 10 )lr('ss dlall~(' 011 
'::, • 

TilE I\;I':W l'III.J'I'ICS OF TilE NEW l'O,'.:lIn' l' 

~O\'l'rnllll'lIt frulll olltsid". Thl'r!' is I:ollsidl'rahl.· pHhlit' , l'IlIIct'm 
..hout JI(lvl'rty. hili pfllpllsills Ii,,· Ih,..IiI1~ will. it slill l'U1I1e lIluslly 
fmlll alltil'0v('rly 1,Iitt's, This is wll}' till' fjllllill~S ahulil Ihe 1',IUSt'S 

of 1I0llwork 011111 JIuvl'rl), Uf(' so illiportUIlt: ""Iwrls n'slMIIUI 10 1111'111, 

Urhall riuts, l,(IIIIUlllllil),-ill'Iiull pmJ,:l'Ums, anti the wdrart'-rights 
11111\'1'111('111 might I ... seen liS illslallees in which Ilw p"ur Ihem
spln's l'xerletl preSSllrl' ill tllC' 19611s r(lr dlangt!. Bul all Ihese 
IIIm','IIU'lIls w('n' sllOrt-liv('cl alld ur dubiulls value to tIlt' poor, Thl~ 
riots Wt'f(' umlinoctt'd Illld ,I(·slrlll'tivc. whill' "!lmlllullity action ami 
wdfarl' ri~hls wt're creull~d lIIure by m:tivisls Ihun hy the poor. The 
IIIO\"'1I11'uls IIdVIIlII'I',1 1111' l'Url'('rs or I"aclt'rs, hili tlll'y tlit! nol l'w
dUn' sodal dlan~t', 

TIll' IImlerlyin~ I)rohlmll was Ihul tilt' supportt'rs uf these !lIove
, 1II1'UtS w('rl' too d.'I)(,lItll·1I1 Oil ~OV('f1Il11"111 10 III' truly radieu!. Tlllly 

lad~(',1 Ilwir oWU soeiul IKlsitl,," 1IIII,~il/" gm"'rl1l11.'111 1'1'0111 whi('11 to 
eXl~rt illlhll"lIt't~. almvl' all h(·(·.IIISI' (If Iheir lal'k of emploYIIII'III, 111 
l'outrasl. tl1l' "lhor, civil-righls, 'lllt1 fl'minisl IIIIIV('lllents did IInI. 
dll('I' l·hilug,', Illainly Itel'ullsl' tlwir p"rlkipallts wt'W rur ilion. 

('lIIlll1lollly elilployetl, This ~IIV(' tl1('111 IIIl' illl'Ollle uml the IKllitkal 
l~ilPill'ily III huiM organizations able tu staml upart rrom govt'rn
1111'111, allli Ihlls hring pressllrt' lllK)I1 it. 

I'r0l!.rlw,dve-era politics tibtn,liIed tlae jc(leml gm>emmel't, while 
e/el'I'Iuletl<'!I po/Wes e/oes not, III the last sixty yean, conservalives 
itaVI' 1)(,1~1I Ihe mllsl distntstrlll or r~tlcral puwt'r, but earlier this was 
just ~s lrue ur Ihe lert. 8eCilllse husiness had dominated rederal pol
ilks sim'(' tlw Gildet! Aie, tht' New Deal's archilects rOllnd it hard 
10 IWJ'Sllatll' IlIl'al rt·forlllt'rs to louk to Wushil1~lun for assislance, 
I.m'ul mayors Ullt! govl~rullrs .lid 1I0t assUllle Ihat ft'\leral prt)~ruIl1S 
l'olllt! or would ufrer Illt~11I 1Ill1Clt hdp ill tlcalill~ with social p,wh
ICIIIS, Wilshingloll dill IIl1t leat! 10l'l11ilil's in sodal policy bllt rath(~r 
Iilg~ed llt'himl tlwlll, Pllhlil' Wt'lf'l1ft' alltl 1I11('IIII)loymcnt ht'llefits 
w,'n' illitiah'd Ity states anti 0l11y latN wt'rc illstitllted at tit., ft't1eml 
Il'\'eI. 

TI1I' daimants in dl'pelldenl'Y Jlolitks, however, trust govern
lIIent, Those sll«takin~ ror the poor lIlay disparaJ,:e the authorities, 
hili their aetions helie their words. for their daims ror redress are 
tlireCled to Ihe "oppressors" themselves, Thl')' generate little elec
toral pressllre 011 leaders. yet d(!llIalid that the leaders be 
"reSI)llIIsive." or all American groul)S, the poor and blacks least 

========:d-~!!e~a!!r,~_C~'t~~n! mlizclL !lower:. TllisJl~nects tl1e.,ir t raditional ~e(l!;n_~.enc",,'e,===== 
011 W"shington for advancement, But tllt're is a limit to what 
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iI"pt'als 10 II ... sYlllpalhy III' II ... slJ('('t'ssful "all ",·hi,·\",. Olll~' II 

lIIt1Vt' IIIt'll I wilh slIpl'orl frlllll tllllsi"" IIII' I'('),(illl" elll pr,"II1('" lruly 

nlllil'al "'10111),(1'. A .. ""workill),( I'"or, ill IIH' lIal II rI' of Ilrill).(S, ('all

IIl1t ill'"i,'\''' it. 
Dl'pl'IIII"I)I'~' p"liti,'s ,'alllllli I'ro<lm',' "'pllIlily ill IIII' ,,1,1 S""S1' 

III'ellust' it is 1101 a sl'lf,rl'sllI'dill),( I'IIIHiI's. (:Iailllallis ask 'i,r '1('....1" 
-----:--taJl("~, Imt).(Il\'l·nlllll'nl l'alllllli 1·()Jlli~ii.·~A ),(rtlUp ,'au I'arll a(TI'I" 

lalll'{' ollly 1111 till' "asis Ilf ils IlWIl dis('il'lilll' allli al'hipv('IIIl'lIls. 

Oilly Ill('n UIII il lIIilkl' daillis ill pulilkS' as all '·'I'lal. TIll' pro~r,·s
sin'-era IIl1lv"uU'lIls inslilldiv,·ly muINsI,,.,.1 Ihis. All IIII' playt'rs 
11...11 ('olllt! ,·Iaim SIlII ... rt'SlIlIrt','S IIf Ih .. ir OWII. TilliS,' tlml (',ull,1 11111 

tlid II lit (·'tlllI' I'orward. III till' HmOs, wlwil dailllS Wl'rt, fillllily 

Iliade on 111'11:111' Ill' II", passive! Jloor, polilies was fUII,I""WlIhllly 

('hall~t'd. 

Progrl'nir:"'I'f"lI I"'/iti('.~ ,nM t"r(~tl"'''illl!., IV/,il" ""IWlld"III'!! I'lI/i. 
tin i,~ tlistll"',illl!" '1'111' prof,1;n·ssivt· 1II0VI'IIII'lIls ,lin"'lly ('hall"I1),("ti 
eslahlislwtl illien'sls. Tlwy ),(l'llenrll!<1 Ihdr own pow,'r li,r dl<lll~e 
an,1 attellIpled I" fort'(' 'il 011 IIII~ rq~ill"I" TI ... ),(ual Was In rc~nrgalli7." 
f,1;OVl'flllllt'111 alld 1111'11 IIII' 1'1"1II0IUY 10 "dvam'(' till' li'~s w"II-oIT OIl 

IllI' t!XIWIISI,' III' tile ,'sla"lisllllil'1I1. 
D('pell,Iell('Y polilit·s dll"s 1101 Ihn'"lI'u tlU' slatlls '1"0 ill Ihis 

,lirecl way. Till' I'0or or ""P"IHI"1I1 arc' IIlit or),(allizecl 10 '('xlllri 
reclress. nor ('cllllci Ih(!y Ill'. ~ivl'lI lilt, ,Iistlfllt~r of IllI'ir livl,'s. 11I1I<:r
dty crilllt' dews P"s,' 11 Ilrrc!al, hilI II", viditlls afl' IImsliv as ,Iisatl

v;lIlla~('cl as III(' I'c'qU'lralors. 1'11(' ridl Ira\'(' nul)' 10 wtlrry "holll 

pr()lc~c1ill~ IIrPir I,,'rslms ,11111 prolwrly, all,1 tlrey l"I\'c' tl) pa)' lax('s 10 
I'l)p'~ wilh II ... ,Iisord,'rs 1)1' till! ).(Iwlln_ Ullt 'ht'y fa('(' 1111 llI~alli7.(',1 

threal to 1III'ir iul<'f(~sls, 

O"p!'lIcl"III'Y ""Iilks is. howevl'r. ,lislre·ssillf,1;. \\'dfare IIltllllt'rs 
and pauhalllllt'rs art' less lilflniduhl,· Iltan WI'f(' III(' IIl1ion or).(alli7.

ers of tlU' 1!):lOs. AI 1II0sl, Ihe "c'p4'IIII"1I1 pour POSt' a pSYl'hi('-lIol 

a plllilil·al or ('(·IIIIOlllic-III(('al. Ollll'f AlIlI'fk,lIIs worry Ihal Illl'y 

mighl sharI' IIII' Ilt'lp','sslwss uf tilt' ,1"1)(,1111('111 poor, who pre'senl a 

fril!hlt'nill~ illla~" of what lif(, !IIi~hl I", lik(· withoul johs or lIlar

ria),(I!. TIlt' workill~ :11111 IlIwN'lIIicltll" dassl·s. WillI oflt'n liv,' aloll~
sidt! Ihe lIpp"wl"1I1 I'0or. am IIII! lIIosl IlIlslil,· 10 IIu'"I-'-Jlfl~cis"ly 
heealls(' IIU'y fI',,1 II", gWalt'sl "all),("r of jllillill),( th!'ir rallks. AI Ilw 

sallie time. tlt'P"IIII"lIe), ('an ammt~ ('11\)' as w('11 as f{-ar: II,,· ClIllaG
ity of Iht, pOllr 10 shift f('sponsihility for 1III'llIs"lw's 01110 IIllwrs (-all 

h,' 1"lIIplill~_ Mosl pl'lIplc· "hulldoll IIII' y,'aruill~ for IIppl'mlt'licy ill 

drildllf)()(I, !'1I1 1U'\'('f wilholl! r(,~fl·t. 

I'n'I!I'I's,\i,;t'-t'm 1,,,lilin lI'tlS itll'II/"I!,/l'IrI, II II ii, , 11"'11'1111"/11'" ,II/fi. 
t il's is """'tl/hl it:. TIlt' }lro~f('ssi\'('-,'ru IlUll It, was aholll C(}IIIPI'IiIl~ 

prim·ipl.. s of sodal or~.. ui7.illioll. ~ov('nIIlH'II1 re·gllialioll V('rSIlS 

/tlh~..:. Itlir.... Was e"pilalislII till' pmhlt'1II or IIII' suilltillll? The 

issll('s W"f(' illlp('rsollill, ,nul lin \V('fI' IIH' ('xlH'rls wlm 11,,1 the 
d,'''all,·-(·hit'lly "('llIIomists alii I law)'('rs, who IIff('ret! COIIII,"dilig 

II ,,'mil's of ecollolllil' polk}'. 'For IIllicilOftliis ('entllry,-lIhl'raf 

plalllll'rs who favon,,1 ('tllllrois ,Iolllillah'tl, IIl1lil Iht' Rt'a~'1II t'rn 

gave' fn'I'-lIrark,'1 "('OIlOllliI'S a fn'sh h('lIfill),(. Thai tiehalt' ),(()('S tin, 

hilt il is Ilt'riplll'ral III Ih(! sodal issu,'s Ihal III1W d","illule ,lolIH-stit' 

affairs. 1'1", ilion' illlporia/ll ar~III1"'1I1 hllla" ,Iivid,'s 1111'S" who 
wlllllci I'llfor(',' sudul vuhll's Oil II ... pOOl' 1'1'11111 tl,lIw who wOIII,I 11111. 

CIIIIII 11I'1...vior is al isslIP. 1101 II", ~1I011 soddy. 

L.'flisls IIs",1 to n's}lollli 10 pO\,('fly Ity ,\t'lIIalltlilig 111,11 reward he 

St'\'I'f('t! fWIII llt'rfllfllHlIll'(' ill lilt' mark",p"""'. Th(,y ('hlillll'd Ihat 
Iwoplc"s '!('Olllllllil' !It't'ds oll~hl 10 ht, salisfic!II, n'~ardless of wh.. 1 

illl'Y ('aflll'd. Tht' illlell('('llIai II·fl slill slll'aks fur this collt:l'livisl 

goal. Hili pradical politicialls n'alizl' Ih.. t lillkc'rill~ with Iht' mar
k,'1 will IUlt rl'medy tl ... pt·rsllllal pmitlt'lIIs of lotlay's pOOL 

Till' III'W "lIIphasis 1111 11.(' t1ysfllllt'tiolls of IIIf' ponr has .. ff(·ded 

/111' sorl (If t'''lwrt wim illl,'rprds pmll'rly. 1-:('IIUllllli(' Ihillking wus 
criti(~al to 1111" Illd slmdllral dehates. hilt it is 100 impefsonal In deal 

well wilh 1001..y's social prohll'lIIs. Of all pllverly an ..lysls. 
I!I'Olllllllisls ilr,' Ihl' IIl1lsl w(,dd(·tllu Ih~ ('IIIIIIII'\(om',' assumptinn and 

III!! ft'adi('sl III helil'V(' Ihat slim" III'W ill(','uli\'(' of "PJl"rtllllily ("an 
rais(' work 11'\'(,k As advisors III p..lkyrllakt·rs. Ihey IlUve lah·ly. 

hatl 10 lIIak(· roo II I 'i,r sodlllo~isls, ps~'('h()I/I~isls. alit I " ..Iilit'al sl'i
(,lIlisls, who an' "l'Ih'r ahll' III [,Ihlllll lilt' ('IIII1I'I,'x psyl'ilOloJ.,'Y of 

povl'rlY and' tlw JIlofal issllt's Ihal il mist,s. TIH'rt· is It'ss lalk ,,"oul 

povprly ill IIII' narrow "('OIlOllli(- S('IIS", ilion' al 11111 I (It'pt'II.!('Il''Y. 
n'spollsilrilily, and authority, 

The Western tradition 

Today"s efforts to rt'spoJld to t1epellllt'licy f..ce serious ehal

II'II).((,S, They !IIay wt'll not alhlY our social prohl(,lIIs as fully as prej. 

~n'ssiv(' plliidl's f('solvl't1 p·slt'nlay's ('l'mllllllk' disp\lIt'.~. Tht' 
11I,'w('r. palt'rualislk sodal pw),(rllllls prolruhly will du mort! 10 

fl'thl('(' pO\'t'fly Iltan tlrt.' less demandin),( polidt's of tile past: mOfe 

all!lloritaliv" sdlools an' pnl(llIdn~ SOlI!(' r('slllts, anti workf'lf(· pro

grallls have Iwt'll ,,"II' til ilwn'IIS" w(lrk "fforl (tllllllgil 1111')' l"'li(' 
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lIot yt'f relh"'I,II III'PI'lIlh'II('Y)' But it is 110111,11'111 Ihal 1'\'1'11 tlU'S!' 
prtlgrams ('0111 tl.. ilion' lililil ('ulltaill till! sudal prohll'lIL 

Evc'lI if IllI'y an' (·Ift·divl'. palt'nmlislk IIU';JSIIWS rolisl' sl'riuns 
pllhtkal IIhjl'diOllS, '1'1... II"W slnu'tnrt'S !'I'dll"t· tlisortlt·r. I~,~t aI," 
l'IISI til th., allhllllllllY of ('\i"lIts, This is partkillarly 11'111' II. as IS 

likely, tilt' dlmllil' pour rl'ljllirt· c1irt'dillll ,III all III1~uill~ husis. 1101 
jusl 1t:IIII'lIrarily. Thai is why. I'VC'" IIIIW. ~lIv('rnmc'lIt I'rt·I.,J'S to 
spl:'ncl 1II01l('}, 1111 IIIl' tlt'llt·ud" .. t rallll'r tha.. Iry III tdl 11,,'111 how Itl 
live, Bellcfits la(:k th,' powt'r IIf pHillie allihority til dlallgl' hdmv. 
ior, Imt tht'y tlo 1101 vin!.,"· cmr lIutitlns of 1\ frc't' sodt·ty.. 

A mort' sl'rilllls pmhlt'lII slt'lIIs, frulll ullr plliitical IradiliulIlI. 
Alltidc'pt'IltIt'UlY polidl's-aml disputes Ilhollt them-fiud 110 hasis 
ill thl' WI'stNIl Jlolilic-al trudi!ion, wllit:h aSSlIlllt'S tllal tht· imlivitlll
als who COIllPIlS" 'slIl'it'ly M,' e()IIII'I'h~llt to atIValll'l~ tllI'ir OWII inh'r
ests, if lIot slIdety·s. Th(~ lraclitiollal Wl'slNII IlsslI1II1,tillll is tlmt 
pulities arisl~s frolll cOllmctillg intt'n'sts. as imlivitillais II litI grollps 
seek el'llllulllk IIlh-antagt!. (;tlVl'rJllIIl'IIt'S tllsk is til rt'sulve tllest" 
displlh's ill thl' gl'm·ral. illh'rt's!. It ,1111'S IIl1t allimalt' sodety, hul 
rathl~r wspullIls til ('IIl'r, ...'), "lIl11ill~ from hdllw, 

llistnril·ally. W,'sh'ru politks has 111'('11 (-!ass·uril'lll.,,\: ilristo· 
eratic t~lilt's. IIII'll htlllr~I'l)is (·I"III('IIIS, tllt'll workt'rs wilholll I'rtll'
~rty hOIVI' atIV,,"(·(·tl thl'ir IIWII l'lIl1n'pHons "f IlOw gllvt'rlllllt'nt ami 
the ecollolllY shollid ht~ or~allizetl, Tht' dominallt prilldl'll's Ilave 
he(:ulllt' mort' ,1"!lIIII·ralic. t hell lIIore {'I1I1I'clivist. as goverlllllt'1I1 
ealilc III reprl'st'1I1 I hI' lIIass of the lHII'llliI('" ami llat'll til St!rvl' its 
needs. The !:lIl1h'llIlill~ visions lIIay seem ratlil'lIl1y upposed. hut 
from I,"lay's lwrspt!ctivI~ they wcre wlllarkahly alik(~: all uSSIIIIII~tI U 
workillg I'0Jl"lation, clIllIl'etcnt til advan!:(' its own intt·wsts. , 

This lraditiull is inapplicahle ttl the llrtlhlems posed hy tllday S 

dysfum::titlll'll Jlllor, 8111 plllicy makers in this Ctllllltry and Eurtlpe 
are prulll~ tu rt~sJl"nd ttl Ihese pmhlems hy rt~pluyillg Ihe (lId sc:tmar· 
ios. Tuday's liherals Sl't' histllry as a gralld prugressillll ill which the 
rights IIf ordinary Ilt'lIplt~ havl:' hl'('n t'xl'all,letl: firsl civil Iillerlil~s. 
tlll'lI rt'l'rl's"lItatiVl' gllv,'rllllwnt. 1111'11 I'ruh'dions IIgllillst II.I:' iIlSI!' 
(:uritit,s of {·upitalislII WI'W !ltlllhlt'd, Fa(·t~t1 with pllssive povc~ly, 
the It·ft I:UII illtagilw 1111 rt"SI"IllSI' otlll'r thall pruvidillg slime fnr
ther 1'litill"III1·1I1. for ,"Ullllpl.- ~IIVI'rl1l1lt'lIt jol,s..,Thl' hlt·u Ihat 
(1('Ill'lIIlt'nts shtllllcl lI"vl' til flllldillil J.,-Ift>r St'I'IIIS like all alt"1II1'1 III 
deny bt'lIt'fits, allll is Ihlls IIlIalllc'lIIa. 

====='~~ ___AlltI~tI~(!.ttlm,-,nt c(JII!ll'rvllllVt'~. !nr__ tl~I'.I~ ,11U,-,,~lulII(! l'tlvtlrly 1111 

an elCt'SS of government, just liS tlwlef'-liliiijjl'-s~it-lIl1-t1le-lack:Otlf 
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gfl\'I'rnII 1I'lit illll·rvI'lItillll. 1'III'Y iusist Ihat 1'lIls ill spI'lIdillg HIli I 
la~U's will SlIlIlI'huw lilll'rah' thl' c'llt'rJ,:)' III' IllI' pnor, as tilt'}' tlo thai 
III' t'lItrc'pn'III,"rs, TIlt' idea llliIl 1·IIIIIJlI'It·IJt·I· is a prillr ami differ!:'lIt 
I,whl'·lll. rt'cllJirillg pc'rhaps lIlore gUVl'rlllllt'1I1 rlltlwr tha.. less. is 
IIlIlhillkuhlt" 

TI."sl· Iilll'rill anti l'IIIISI'rvativ(' resJltlllst's arc~ (loomed III fail. If 
11)(' s,·rillusly 11IItlr had Ih(· initiati\'{' III rt'sl)(1I111 III new opJlllrtunilies. 
IIIt'Y wOlild 1101 lit' puor' filr vt'ry IOllg ill Ih., firsl place. The Great 
Soddy 111111 tl ... Ht~II~UII I'ra hllth failt·tI 10 suiVI' 1'lIvNty, hecaus!:' 
t~.lt'h ill II tliff{>rt'nl wily tlffl'n,d IIC'W dlilll('I'S 10 tilt' poor without 
t'lIlIfrulltill~ II ... lIlotivatioll I'mhlc'lIi. Nt'illlC'r could seriollsly 
atldrl'ss Clllllp('lt'III'I', h.'I·IIIISt' Ihat pruhll'lII It·1I IIlItside tilt' Wl'sh'rn 
USSIIIIII,litllls 1U1I1"rlyillg tlll'ir itll'Us of sodal Fl'filrlll. 

Hut t1,'sl'itt' tllt'st' 1"lIll'I'phml f'ailllrt,s, ~II\'I'rnllwllt has lll·gun to 
till SlIlIlt'thillg aholll povl!rty: a IIt'W, pall'malistit.- regime lor tilt' 
pour is t'IUNging. Hcmal" Hl:'agall's grt'alt~st domestk legacy, 
dl·spilt· his tUI ellts. WIIS lillt ttl rl:'dllcl' ~lIvemlllent; it was to start 
dlilll~ill~ wl'lfurt" iliitl workfare. Bllt tht, IlI:'W rt!gime is al'cf!pt{~d 
gnlllgill~ly, if ul all. Politicians nrgllt· lIeal"dly almlll Ihe Issues of 
rt'sl'lIIlsihility an,1 ('11 III IlCh' Ill'''' Iluit it raiSI~S. hut they seillolll do so 
IlIlIwstly, Tlll'y 1II('lItillll the "lImll'rdass" and the neell for disci

, "lillI', hili thl'Y, still talk us if tiler wert" offering Ihe poor only
i' "frt~(·(lolII" or "OPIHlrtllllity."t WI~ 1I1'1·tI a IIt'W politi(·al IlIngllagt' Ihat t',lIIsiders more candidly 

tilt' Il'lI'StiollS of 11111111111 natllrt' thai IIOW 1I11111'rlil' 1)(,liti(·s. 1'11(' polit· 
kal {'ollh!slanls Iwed til (iefelld'iheir PIISitiOIlS 1111 a philllstlphil' 
!t'wl. rutllt'r thilll hi,I(~ hl'himl 1IIIIIIIml{'d 1lll'mit,s. Libl'rals 1I(~ed ttl 
shuw why JI'Hlr pl·"pl .. ,1Ft! I.hlllldt·ss, Iht'rl·f(m· stilllll'S('rviJlg: Ctlll· 
S('rvutiVl'S nt't'd IlIshllw hllw tilt, (llIor arc l'olllpetent and why they 
111"',1 10 hI' helll IIl'colllltahit', in spilt' of II),sfllllctilln. Frum stich 
pn'lIIist's Ih(~y {'(mid then l·wet c:ullsislt'nt ,Itlt:trines of slK'ial polky, 
l·tllnparable 10 the elllnpetillg theories uf economic managemenl 
Ihat framed the leuding issues in the progressive em. 

If !llIyone is writing Ihis thellry. It is lIot philosophers like Johll 
Hawls 1I11t1 his crltfcs (whll ussume II rllt it IIIal t'{'Onomlc psychology 
anti thus remuin wedded to the competellc(> assumption) hut social-
JlIlIiI'Y ('llwrts who ~rtlJlple coneretdy witll ptlverty, They know too 
11111('" IIf tlu.' hurd evidence ahont hurrlers ttl pretend thot nothlllg 
hilS chunged. Ttl elJlluln poverty and justify uny policy tnward II, 
('lpl!rt!l Ilt· ...tl u luycilolol(it'lil doctrine tllat elpllllni haw perianal 
dt'~ni"ulion-o(:t'lIrs~in~an"umuentc:ulld~()I)('"~s'M.·iety.======;== 
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Difft'rill)!; visiolls of human lIalllf!' an' whal rt·ally !livid,· 
Charles Mllrray, William Julins Wilsoll, I1tvsl'lf, iIIltl otlll'rs. Fur 

MurrllY. poor ,ullllts an' shOl'I-si~hl,'d ('al"lIlalors who an' "'lUplt'd 
inln dysfulldioll I)y IIII' (lisill('''"lh'I's or wl'lfim'. For \\filsoll, IllI'y 
ilrt~ driven illio ,lisonll'l' I,y a dHlII~illg ('('0110111), lilill (I"!li,'s Iht'lII 
jobs IlllIt could slIppor! a family. My OWII vil'w, arlit-ulall'd ill 
HeY(!IuCE!ltitf"lIwllt: 'ne S(1('i(lIOlllig(llim~I'I Citi;:'(~lIs"il" is that 
IIII'Y am t/j·I'f!,ss(·d hilI lllitiful, williu~ 10 ohservt' maillS!r-(·-a-n-I---------------------

norllls like work if ()1I1~' g.,V(·nt II I!" II I will I'lifort'e t 1.1'111 , lilll nonc 
of liS has d"femlt·1! III!"SI' I'rt'lIIisl's in enough tl(~plt., or link(," tht'1II 
cI('arly ('"ough to IIlIr I'rt·sniptiolls. 

Arnwtl wilh IllI'oril's likl' this. til!" politic-al prot'j'ss might I'm'!' 

lIIorc Sllllurt,ly till' iSSlIl'S raised 'I.)' ,h'p('l\lh'l\('y !'olilks, II is 11101'(' 

important t!wt tlU' positiolls hI' ('alldid Ihau Ihat til(': agr('(" 
Progress reqllin·s tlmt III!' fl'ars or 1.0111 si(les I.,. ilion' filII)' ain·t!, 

1I0t that 0I1t' sitlt·,will. Tlie II('hale lIlighl finally ~"llI'mlt· tl .. · 1'011

senslls needed 10 support till' lI('W palt'rnalislic sodal Jlolit·y Ilmt is 
alrelldy emerging. Tlwrt' conl,1 h(' a~rl'ellll'lIl Oil till' "ask <:iviliti"s 

. that ~\leryone is prepared 10 t'llli'fl'e. 011 litat hasis. IIII' natioll 
could gmpl'ie wi! II passive jlllVl'rty l1Ion' slln:essfllll),. 


