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4!:ongft5l> of tbe 'iMnittb ~tatt5 
Rlallfjington, me 20515 

November 18,1998 

Hon. Wilu../, Jefferson Clinton 
Presidc:nt of'the United States 
The v,'hite Hou,. 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington. DC 20500 ,, 
Dear M't. Presidc:nt:, 

i 
Recently there have been allegations that the Administration may be attempting to block efforts by 
the European Union to protect children from a plastic additive used in toys and other products. 
We are writing to inquire whether these aUegati()ns ate true, 

I ,, 
According to news repons and numerous environmental and health organizations, the Department 
ofComm.er~ is lQbb}'lng to prevent the European Union from banning the sale of"toys made with 
phthatates, a chemical additive usee as a softener in plastics. Some studies have indicated that 
phthalate, "sed in soft. polyvinyl chloride (PVC) baby toys leach out when children ,uck on them. 
Other studies suggest that in sufficient quantity, phthalate exp<:lsure is identified as causing 
hormonal dis.turbance, liver and kidney damage, and cancer. , 

, 
The EU is considering the ban to reduce health risks to children bas.ed on studies undertaken by 
Dutch Ministry ofHealth., Welfare and Sport, the Netherlands' Health Protection Inspectorate, 
Greenpeace: and others. In 1998, • risk analy~s of phthalates by the Dutch National Institute of 
Public Health ar.d EnviroMlent found that "the resulring uptake by young children was estimated 
to approximate or exceed the tolerable daily intake," and the ChiefInspector for Health , 
Protection r~commended that retailers voluntarily withdraw soft baby toys from the market A 
study by Brunei University in the United Kingdom identified other sources ofphthalate exposure 
in food samples, river water, and printing inks and adhesives used in food packaging., 
Several indiVidual countries and companies are ruso acting to minimize risks of PVCs and tts 
chemical ad~itives. Austria, Sweden, Denmark, and Norwa)' have initiated bans on toys 
containing phthalates. Lego and N'Ike have pledged a comprehen;;ve phase-out ofvinyl in aU of 
their products. , 

We recognize that the science on phthalates is evolving and there is scientific uncertainty about 
the risks th~se compounds pose. Nevertheless, if the reports abcut the Dep~ent of 
Commerce's al;tions are accurate, we are very concerned that they represent an unwarranted 
intrusion into the ability ofother countries to make their own decisions about public health risks, 

, 
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I 
During the 1993 NAFTA debates. U.S. Trade Representative Kantor wrote metr.bers ofCongress 
that "each gokrnment may establish those Il:ve1s of protection for human. animal or plant life or 
health that th~ government considers to be appropriate." In the context of the General • .o\greement 
on Tariffs an? Trade negotiations, the Sanitary and Phytosanitaty Standards (SPS) Agreement 
specifically recognizes that "'the basic aim of the SPS Agreement is to maintain the sovereign rigbt 
of any govenhnent to provide the level ofheaith protection it deems appropriate," so long as 
protections afe not u:>ed to create an unfair trade barrier. Application of these principles to 
phthalates would ,eem to require that the United States respect tile ED', right to determine for 
itself an appr?priate level of risk, . 

To help us b~tter understand thcs¢ issues. 'we ask you to provide the ACministrationis views on 
whether toys,and other products ma.de ....-jth phthalates are potentially hazardous to children's 
h.ealth and w~ether safe alternatives are available as a replacement. The Consumer Product Safety 
COtllIn!ssion is undertaking a study ofphthalate exposure that will be released shortly.' Will the 
Administrati9r.' and relevant agencies consider aagregate exposure of phthalates to children in 
determining appropriate' levtls of risk and product safety? In addition., we request a detailed 
account of Administration a~ions with regard to the EO's proposed ban on toys made with 
pnthalates. Did the Departments of Commerce or State lobby against the proposed ban? 

The Adminishation has taken the lead on protecting children. Executive Order 13045, 
"Protection ofCrJldren from Environmental Health Risks and Safety Risks," which we strongly 
support. directs each federal agency to "ensure that ItS policies, programs, activities. and . 
standards ad?ress disproportionate risks to c.lUldren that result from env1rorunernal health risks 0:

safety risks.'~ Consistent with this objective, we urge you to take aU ne~ssary steps to ensure that 
children's to~s and ether products are safe for children. 

It is our understanding that the ED and j'ndividual countries are considering this ban in order to 
protect children's health. It wou!d be unfortunate if the United States found itself undetmining 
these effort5ifor the be"efit of toy rompany profits. 

In advance, !we appre<;iate your timely attention to these allegations and the serious nature of 
this issue. i 

_ LM~~ 
GEORGE MILL R, M.e. 

I 
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O. IE MORELLA, 
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Zh:~ 
THOMAS H.ALLEN, M.C. 

DALE E. K.n-O·, C . 

BERNARD SANDERS. M.C 

~~/
NTIAM. L~WE~/ 


~ , FURSE, M.C. J E E. SERRA,'IO, M.C. 


~.~~ ~~,. e4L 
LUCILLE RO~LARD, M.C. ~LEE, M.C. 
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~~.U 
THOMAS M BARRETT, M.e 

<l~ ?~ 
NANCY PEL~C:.C:-.--

cc: 	 ~on. William Daley, secretary of Commerce 
Hon: Ann Brown. Chair~an, Consumer ?roduct Safety Commission 
Bon! Carol Brov.rr.er 1 J>.dministrator, Environmental Protection Agency 
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Hon. William Jefferson Clinton 

President of the United States 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington.IDC 20500 

Dear ~c. President: 
I 

I inad,,-ertently left out two names ofMembers ofCongress who joined me today in writing to you 
concerning recent allegations that your Adm.i.nistration may be attempting to block efforts by the 
European Union to protect.chlldren nom a ptastic additive used in toys and other products. 

Reps. Thomas Manton and Donna Cbristian~Grten also agreed to sign the letter. 

1 regret this oversight and I would appreciate your adding their names to the list of those who 
signed the ietter. 

Thank you very much. 

tu:L 
George Mill)"., M. C. 

• 

Co: 	 Hon.' William Daley, Secretary ofCommerce 

Hen.! Ann Brown. Chairman, Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Hon.i Carol Browner, Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency 
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George Miller 

Henry Waxman 

Connie Morella 

Wayne GilChrest 

George Brown Jr. 


I 

. Maurice Hinchey 

Pete Stark r 

Dale Klldee : 
Max Sandlin I 

I 

Dennis Kucinich 
I 

Sam Farr 
Frank Pallone 
Martin Meehan , 

Carolyn Maloney 

Lucille Roybal-Allard 

Thomas Allen , 

Bernard Sanders 


, ' Nita Lowey i , 

John Olver I 


Elizabeth Furse 
I

Jose Serrano 
Barbara Lee 

, 

Sherrod Brown 
Lloyd Doggett 
Thomas Barrett 
Nancy Pelosil 
Thomas Manton , 

Donna Christian-Green 

I 
Office of Congressman George Miller 

I 


