Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet
Clinton Library

. BOCUMENT RO, SUBJECITITLE DATE RESTRICTION
ANDTVPE
GG memo Charles Ruff to POTUS re: Proposition 209 Litigation (3 pages) V24T P3
COLLECTION:

Clinton Presidential Records
Domestic Policy Coungil
Bruce Reed {Subject File)
OAIRox Number: 21208
FOLDER TITLE:
Race-Educition

37}
RESTRICTHON CODBES
Presidential Hecords At - |43 UST, 3303007) Preedsm of tolurmstion Aot « 15 ULE, 852403
P1 Nationa! Seeurliy Clasificd hdormtian [1aX 1 of the PRA 15(1) Nationusd security classifiod information [{B5(11 of the PORA}
P2 Relating o the appuinhinent {0 Foderal sffice Hak2i of the PRA) 12} Release wonld disclose internad persenned rutes and practices of
P Hddoee wonld visdale s Federad stabge ey 3) of the PRAS s ageney ) of the FOTA]
P4 Relense would dbvidose trude seerety o ronfidential o roil ue 12035 Relvasy wanskd violati: s Fedoral statute [{bY Y1 of the FGEAT
finunchd nforaation el of the PRA B0 Relense woukd distlose trade seerets or eonfideatial or Ananeisl
3 Refouse wanld dbvilose confidonthyd advive boebween the Prosidens infornudion (b4 of the FIMA|
atd his sdvivers, er bobwees il svisory 15 of the FRA) 16 Release wonkd constitute o clearly unwarratled invasion of
P& Releasw would comstitot o Cearly umwarranted invasion of persaril grivacy {(b}E} of the FOIA]
persuual privacy o€ of tw PRAL M7 Holoase would divebme infuemation compiled for law enforeearent
prergpones H{BH T of the FOIA]
€. Closed o accordanve with rovtrictions containgd 1 donoc’s deed BN) Release wanld disclose infornatian eoncerning (the regulation of
of gift. fiikanicind Hstitntions ()8 of the FOIA]
PRAL Personal record ndsille dofined in secordanee with 93 U840, 509 Redense would disclose peological or geephysicul informutlon
b3t 10 cuticoralig wells (10093 of the FOIA]

RE. Bacument wilt be reviewssd upan regest,


http:t'l"ikr.tl

%

B9/84/97 16:34:29  GLOBAL ACCESS 1886 282 456 L79¢ “ Azzx{\‘ Page 881

“

" oc yia
93/84/97 16:33 ‘ Jr
T0:  John Podesta Prute
Deputy Chief of Jtaff
FAX PHONE: (202} 456-1907 VOICE: (202) 456-2459
FROM: BRONWEN MACRO : 202-785-7793

FAX 202-486-7618



#9/84797 1613435

Arroith Afyrgon
&, Poviily Aprdntah”
Ry WA
oRrCE
Coma
Dewentry 4 Heigin
YSE CENNEIINS
dpsoris Mornandu:
NS I
Willlem §, Yayior
: RECHELARY
Hornen Dests
TREamaY N
Grreld W Nellnimg
LICATLETIVE, U L R
Jave DDy
Lt fmbiotyy
Jomeh {, R 315
SRR
Mo Cxplun
MIACTv & Noon s
Chyrpree o MaEmme, J*
LRECVIWE CORNITFO
“mea mz;sz
St Limen ok

Eli Yirsdy

Bacxy Cain

G kg

4 h
w Detwer: m

L Emt ma
Jaeie Mnlc
Fy vevery mw i Qe Wy~
Ponloam
mumn f‘nm:!m

ol ot it Revmi

Mm: zs:ww

Wim
WW.‘
Fawoid At
Bty For m«mw%m "y
le ?lﬂt&t
Wrtiwisel Gropetie i tor
w

Elal
A T g’ Dibeana o JFovi Tt L

W‘

WMM#.MM '

MMM

. Rwaili Nm

e A SIS RIRDY
N L

Wm&m

4 Saguarsidin

- S i W S w»rrm
Raakisn W *

g

Fur&mx ‘*ﬂf«

mﬂﬁ‘;‘i’

wwv

"’.‘?

mwmﬂn

sy Matas. SRzl mon
#ews

EriOamnvy, Rz iim
WIROW J. PERKIRE O

hy gmx m‘g

LI W Thrmon
BRIVl b M ALZTIC Y
Kareety BOEIH Loweie
IS YR ALErt Tan!
Brisd woma

L W e

T v bowe

GLUBAL ACCESS

fIL'Teadersh'i pCon ference

1865 -> | 287 456 6797 Page 882

LEFD N Mo, WW_ Bue 1010
Washlogean. D.C. 20096
Faous: ZOX ! 4663811

Fux: 208 / 446 XEXS
TIV: 30X/ T85-2839

on Civil Rights

September 4, 1987

The Honorable Wiltiam J. Chinton
President of the Unitad Siotes
The White House

Washington, D.C.

Desr Mr. Pregidem:

The undersigned mermbers of the Leadership Conference on

Civil Rights wrile to urge you 0 adopt several important
changes in your plan for voluntary national tests in resding and
mathematics. H these changes are made, it would snable many
of our member grganizations to support implarnentation of the
retional test propossl,

AL the cutsel we wish to express our appreciation for the

- attention you have given 19 the improvement of publie

education and our suppoert for the broad gosls contained in the
proposals you have mads. Our organizstions opposse
digerirmnation in the schools based on race, natonal origin, gex
or gondition of digability. We represent many c¢hildren of color,
children with limited proficiency in English and children with
disebilities snd girls — all of whom hove suffersd discrimination
and starectyping in tha public schools, have been denied critical
waching resources angd have had their tite chances impairpd by
the failyre of the schaols to offer them a chance to succeod,

Thue, we fest wo have much ot stake in the battls to make the
public schools responsive 1o the children with the greatest
needs, And we soree with what we undergiand 1o be the
central tenets of the Administration's propessh: 1) that a4
children can lsarny and that high standards should be establishad
for ail children; 2] that schools, schogol districts and states
should be held accountaile for chikfren ashieving these
standards; and 3] that aetive, well-informed parants are key
actors in achieving accountability,

Dur soncern than Is not with the Adminigtration’s goals but
with whether your tosting progosal will help achieve these
guals. For the maior regsans we will now set torth, we ars
convinced that in its present form, the notiond! ¢35t proposal

“Egushry In o Frev, Plurad, Demoeratie Sacigty ™
u%n
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will not gerve the childrer most in need of educational oppoartunity®

Y The Adminisuation’s Proposal Allows Sch . seluide or Refuge 3
Wmmwwm;mmmn Pfef siency of Hava QM&Q}_
With regpect to children with limited proficiency in Engligh, the most gericus failure
. ig the Administration’s refusal thus far to require that the fourth grade reading

asgeggment be given in languages other than English. Much research informs us
that children who sre able to read in a forsign langusge will soon be able to rend in
English. Similstly the math test should be given in languages other than English
and Sparish. :

L&

Similarly, large numbers of children with digsabilities ars likely to be excluded based
ot inappropristoly low sxpectotions in their educstion plang. Nor for that matter
does anything appser 10 prevent school authorities from inducing minority ot
children from low-income families to stay home on the day of the asssgsment, If
the purposs of the Administration’s proposal is 10 aasure accountability, it must
gome to grips with the fact that chifdren whe are not permitted to participate wili
pecome non-persons with no sccountabliity by scheot authorities for their progress,
These accommodations will in no way compromise the high stendards that should
te expacted of il students.

Lt i ge B
angd inapmgmm ai ngj{ Ramlm Absent ﬁrm aczwn i:zy t.he Admzmstmtinn.
thare is every reasan o befieve that the results of the nationa! test will be ugsed by
many school officisis for high-stakes purposes such as zhility grouping. tracking,
retention in grade and gradustion. Any such uge would be harmful to the children
we represent and would be totally insppropriate since the 1e61s have not been asnd
will net be validatad for any of thess purposes, One among many inappeopriate
uses would bs the uge of tests tor high siakes purposes where children have not
had en oppurtunily to leatn the skills angd knowledge being tested. The
Administration must take steps 10 prohibit these harmiu!l and insppropriste usos,

m[mgnm Mmzmmaﬁon Qﬁtciafa have mid Uz on nuMerous oecagions that
the most important rationale for testing all students in a perticipavng disteict is to
galvanize parents into acton, But the current proposal vill not achieve that result.
A parert will know the scares of her own child, but will not knew how her child's
school is performing compared to other schools or how her school district s doing
compared 1o pther districts. Unless schoo! suthorities cheose voluntarily to disclose
this infarmatian, parents will be left in the dark and without the fscts that would
enable thom to gecurs avcountshility. Many of cur groups have worked for years te
empower parents 1o compel responsiveness fram public officiale. We beliove we
apeak from sxperisnce In advising you that in its curront form, your propossi will
mot achiove ita abjective. And, as noted later, this is & problem that is correctable,
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Dani f Critical dm:m:mai st thar iiavs a %gmﬁcam Em;wct Qﬁ es'r
Regults, We recognize that the Adrunistration’s test preposal cannot reslistically
sorve as the vehicle for redressing the vast inequities in the distribution of
education resources that deny the opportunity to (sam 10 millions of poor and
minority children throughout the nation. At the same time the Administration must
recognize that unless these resolrce barders facing so many poor and minorivy
childran are recognized, dentficd and ultimarely addressed, the natonal test will
fail t¢ improve educational opportunity for the children whoe are mosY in need of
assistance., Ona modeststep would be to include with the test some basiec
gquestions ~—conceming the teacher’s certification and gthar qualitications in
mathematics and reading, class size and the availability of books in the
classroom - that licensees would be required to answer. Such information is now
collected on a sample basis by the National Assessment of Educationat Progress.
While modest, gathering this data would be consistent with provisions of the Tide
1 reform that the Administration sponsored calling on school districts to deliver
such critical resources 1o poor children and calling upon states 1o assure that local
districts have the capacity 10 meet the responsibility.

s; ’f’he Adg; ﬂgbm Mgst T'ME,EQ@S&WY Steps to Assure ﬁxet the Laws and
. R . -9

Ealoreed. As p:esently pmposed the Admlmstmuon 5 plan will be cmplmented by .
a complex and interlacking network of largely private test developers, manggement
contractors and licensees. it does not appear that the Administration has thouwght
through how it will assure that civil rights, piten spotily enforced even when only
governmen? agencies are involved, will not be denied and that where viclations
occur thers will bo prompt redress. The Administration must develop s plan for
enforcemeent. it will not suffice to leave this problem in the hands ot private givil
rigghts groups which do not have a:fmum resources o cops with the violations
that are likaly 10 occur,

If you agree that fundamental guarantées of falmess and equality of opportunity
should be part of any plan for 2 national test, it wilt not be difficult 1o devise
appropriste fanguage to accomplish the task. Indeed | specific provisions of the
improving America‘s Schools Act of 1884 deal with many of the same issues of
inclusion and accommodation of imited English proficiem and disablad students:
and with the public reporting of the resuits of assessments, And, 9s noted, NAEP
already has some experiance in gathering basic information about the distribution
of vital educativnal resoyrces. Our organizations would be willing and eager to
work with your Admrinistration in devetoping sultable language to canry out these
basic ground rules.

L]

We recogaize that thers will be some elected officlals and school authorities whe
will view the steps we have calied for as the intrusive hand of the fedecal
govemmant intertering with state and local control. There may ¢venbe a fow
states of districts that will base thetr refusel to participate on the existence of
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these requirements. But such opposition is not different in character from the
resistance gver ths yenrs by some to any step 1o implement the egual protection
clause of the Fourteerith Amendment and the Supreme Court’s decision in Srown
v. Board of Educativn. Where Pregidents have stood firm, such resistance has
gitimately meited awoy.

We beljeve that if you are prepared 1o fight to assure that the least sdvantaged and
most discrimingted against childeen i the naton reap the benefirs of your national |
test and other education proposais you will prevall and leave o fegacy of which we
can ol be proud,

We of course stand ready to meet with you or your designees at your convernience
to pussue thaze matecs {urther, ’ ‘

Sincerely yours,

Antonia Momidndey

President and General Counsel
Mexican American Legal Defense
& Edutation Fund

Elaine. Jones
Director Counsel
NAACP- Legal Oefense & Education Fund, Inc.

Raul Yzaguirre
President )
National Councit of LaRazs

Barbera Arawine, Director
Thomies Henderson

¢ Daputy Girector, Director of Litigaden
Lawyers Cornmittee for Civil Rights

Marcia Greenberger
GCo-President
Natioral Womens Law Center

Mike Lux
Seniof Vice President
People For the Amaricon Way
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Nancy Zitkin
Director of Government Relatiors
Arerican Assagiation of Uabversity Women

Paul Weckstein
Co-director
Center for Law and Education

by: Wade Hendersen W'mh W{ﬁ
Exvoutive Directo ..--w
Willlams L. Taylor ‘7 -
Vice Lhair
t eadership Conference on Cevil Rtghts

ee:  Secretary Riey
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