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Thank you for inviting me here, and thank you for offering our nation a shining example 

ofdiversity and strength. Here; you have bovercomc old boundaries of race and national origin, 

You have blazed new paths In science and technology, and explored the new horizons ~f the 

Pacific Rim and Latin America. All that and more mark CCSD as one of the cutting edge 

universities of the nation _A a university for the 21 st Century, 

Today, we celebrate your achievements at a golden moment for our nation. The Cold 

War is: over, with freedom ascendant around the globe. OUT economy is the healthiest in a 

generation and the strongest in the world. OUf culture, OUf science~ our teclmology are on the 

cutting edge, Social probleJ!ls -- from crime to poverty ~- which for so long seemed destined to 

deepen, arc now bending to our efforts, 

Not so long ago, SOme were predicting our decline, fnstead, we have entered a new era of 

American leadership. bringing us: to the eve of a second American century, 

Admittedty, we face serious threats to our forward march. At home, we must find ways 

to build our economic strength; we must prepare for the moment when your parents generation 
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retires; we must harness the powerful forces of science and technology so they serve the public 

good. Abroad. we must build new institutions and new alliances for peace, and do endless battle 

•against terrorism and drugs to the spread of new and deadly weapons ofmass destruction. 

But the greatest cha1lenge we face is also our greatest opportunity: Can we become the 

world's first truly multiracial, multiethnic democracy? Will we be one America in the 21st 

Century? 

Within thc next tru:ee years, right here in California, no single race or ethnic group will 

make up a majority of the stare's population. Already 5 of our largest school districts draw 

students from over 100 different racial and ethnic groups, At this campus, 12 Nobel Prize 

winners have taught or studied -- from 9 different countries. And half a centwy from now, when 

your own grandchildren are in coJicge, it is entirely conceivable that n majority of the population 

will be, Latino. African American, Asiiln American, Native American and other peop1e ofcolor, 

We know what we will look like -- but what wiU we be like? Can we be one America~ 

respecting, even celebrating our differences, but embracing even more strongly what we have in 

common? 

OUf hearts long to answer yes, but our history reminds us that it will be hard. The ideals 

that bind us together are as old as our nation, but the forces that would pull us apart nre not new 
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.~ and the striving to surmount them is the story of America. 

We were born with a Declaration oflndepcndence which asserted that it is self evident 

that we are an created equal ~- and a Constitution that enshrined slavery, 

We fought a bloody civil war to abolisJl that slavery and preserve the union -. but we 

remained a house unequal and divided for another century, 

We advan~ed across this continent in the name of freedom - yet in so doing we pushed 

the Native Americans off their land and into reservations, often crushing their eulture and 

destroying their livelihoods. 

Our Statue of Liberty welcomes poor, tired, huddled masses of immigrants to our shores 

-- but each new wave of them has felt the sting of discrimination. 

In World War II. Japanese Americans fought valiantly for freedom in Europe, taking 

great casualties - while their kinfolks back in America were herded into internment camps. 

In our own time, no one doubts we are closer to our ideal of one America than in the past, 

but no close observer denies that there is still discrimination. stereotyping and misunderstanding 

in America that keeps our house divided. 
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The complexity of these issues has multiplied with our growing diversity. To be sure, 

there is old, unfinished business between black and white Americans. We see it in acts of 

discrimination. !n the assault on affinnative action without any effective alternative. in grossly 

disparatc~ views held blacks and whites about the fairness of the criminal justice system. 

But the classic American dilemma in many ways has become a new dilemma. We see 

tension between blacks and Hispanic customers and their Korean or Arab grocers, We"see a 

resurgent antj~Semitism, .even against college students. We see stereotyping of immigrants. even 

those who through hard work and family spirit, have succeeded in their new land. 

In spite of all these difficulties, our society is more integrated than ever, More of us share 

neighbOl'hoods, work} school, social and community activities, reHgious life, even love and 

marriage across racial lines, than ever before. More of us enjoy each otherls distinctive cultures 

M~ and 'earn from each others varied experiences ~~ than ever before. 

And that is more important than ever before, for our nation of many nations now 

competes in a global economy, America has just one 20th of the world's population. but one 

fifth of ilS wealth. The only way fOT our economy to continue to grow is to export •• to sell the 

fruits of our enterprise and creativity to the 95% of the world's consumers who live beyond our 

borders. Americans. drawn from every country and every culture on earth. are uniquely 
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positioned to link our land with the rest of the globe through CUIfcnts of commerce and 

communications. 

• 

This new era can be Iftime when Americals brilliant diversity illuminates the entiro 

globe, We can prove to the people of the world, torn by modern rivalries and ancient ethnic 

hatreds, thnt freedom and democracy are the best organizing principles for a multiracial society. 

So even though our past was poisoned by racial division w~ and our present rerrniins 

infected with it -~ and the rest of the world. from Bosnia to Northern Ireland to the Middle East to 

Africa, ~;hows how deep the destructive impulse of racial division is ~~ there is still more cause 

for hope than fear. If we face the facts: if we speak with and listen (0 each other respectfully and 

honestly. and if we work together in concrete ways to build our One America, we can go beyond 

the dark:er side of our own history. We can lead the world away from its racial hatred. We can 

build one America. 

The problems we face 

We have to start by facing the facts and facing up to our problems, 

Thee decades ago. when I was the age of those graduating today, aU America saw the 

brutality ofpQIice dogs set on civil rights marchers in Birmingham, and they saw the dignity of 
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Cesar Chavez fighting for workers righrs in the farm t1elds~ and they saw the streets of cities in 

flames during urban unrest. MOSI Americans agreed then on what the problems were. But, while 

we know we still have problems, we're not sure what they are or why we still have them, 

[We will insert more jt-om Don '{ Believe the H,l'pe. as we look through it.] 

It is a myth that people in the inner cities don't want to work. When work has come, the 

response has been overwhelming. When a new hotel opened in Chicago 4 years ago, 3:thousand 

people lined up in bitter cold. some of them waiting overnight to be the first to apply for work, 

In Harlom. New York, a study found that there were 14 applicants for every fast-food job. 

It is a myth that most Hispanics are immigrants. They are not. TWO-tllUds of Hispanics 

in our nation are U,S,·bom, and many have been here for generations. 

it is a myth tbat new immigrants don't want to Jearn Englis11. They do, In fact, the 

demand for English as a second language classes is so great. that keeping up is a challenge. In 

Los Angeles, classes arc offered round the clock; in New York, there is a X month waiting list; in 

XXXi<. And most Latino immigrants sec bilingual education as a way not to reinforce Spanish, 

but to learn English, 

We need to get past the myths ifwe arc going to understand each other, and we need to 
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understand each other to work together, For all the progress we have made, whites and blacks, 

Anglos and Latinos, Asians and others -- we still live in different worlds, and we see the same 

•realities in very different ways, 

[Today, one third of blacks surveyed, and more than half of whites surveyed, believe that 

blacks make up as much as half of our population, instead of the 12% that is reality,] [we don', 

think this proves much J 

Today, most whites believe that blacks have achieved equality with whites on the issues 

that set off the civil rights movement. But the numbers tell a different story: 

Every American should know ~~ but few do -- that whites earn 60 percent more than 

African-Americans, 

Every American should know -- but few do -- that whites are xx times more likely to have 

aCcess to health care for their famiHes, 

Every American should know ~- but few do ~~ that whites are twice as likeiy to graduate 

from college than African-Americans. 

Every American should know -- but few do -- that the problems of black and white are 
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not the problems of three decades ago. The black middle class has grown lourfold since Dr. 

King's murder, But the rate of poverty among black children is the same ~- cut otT from the 

work and values that shape our society, falling prey to the many pathologies of poverty, 

How we solve the glaring disparities in our society, how we bring every person to the 

table of opportunity, and how we learn to better tive together will ultimately detennine how we 

do as a nation in the generations to come and whetller we can truty come together as One 

Americ!l. 

Whal we must do 

Our fi~t imperative must be to expand opportunitY. . Our basic bargain is unchanged. 

and has: been the source ofour strength for two centuries. By offering responsibility to all 

Americans and demanding responsibility from aU Americans, we can forge the tics of a strong 

community ofcommon vaJues. 

For four and a half years, we have worked to create an economy that offers all our people 

the chan.,;c to live out their dreams. A strong and growing economy IS the best antidote to envy 

and despair and racism. Today, our prosperity is unrivaled in the world. and it is America that 

stands ready to lead the new global economy of the 21st Century. Now we must redouble our 

efforts to bring that prosperity to those places. in our cities and in our rural areas, that prosperity 
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has not yet touched. We must press forward with our efforts to bring private capital. jobs and 

hope to the inner cities. rmore 011 urban policy?] 

And the most important thing we can do to expand opportunity - the passport to the 

future for all our people - and our most critical task as a nation is to give nil our people the best 

education in the world. We are demanding that all our children meet high standards ~~ and we 

must give all our chiidren the tools to meet those standards, through trained teachers and modem 

classrooms. 

For you, the college education you Imve earned reflects the fulfilment of your parents 

dreams and your hard work. For America, an educated citizenry is the key ~o our strength. So 

we must open the doors of college wider than ever ~w and we can never allow them to be 

slammed shut. A college education means stabjlity~ better jobs, a chance to join the middle class. 

another stakeholder in America. 

America does nor believe in guaranteeing equal outcomes, but we do believe in 

guaranteeing equal opportunity for all who will work for it ~~ and that. means education, We 

cannot nb~don any efforts to expand access to higher education. We cannot abandon 

affirmative action. 

I know that many people in this state voted to abandon affirmative action last year, and 
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did Sl) with no intclltioll to hurt their feilow citizcns. But it is a stunning and sobering fact that 

African-American and Latino enrollments at this uni\'crsity and all across California and Texas 

are plummeting, for the first time in decades. Call it what you will':'- 1 call it rescgregation. We 

cannot afford 10 lum back the clock. To this. day. the South is stH) recovering from the self

inflicted wound of segregation. America cannot make that mistake,agairi. 

This past week we learned that our fourth grade students, the most diverse student body 

in the world, arc among the leaders in the world in math, Diversity and excellence go h:and in 

hand, 

To all of America.l say, we must make sure that only qualified students are accepted. 

But if only qualified students are accepted, I also say: our universities will provide a stronger 

education - a better preparation for the new world - and a more enjoyable experience - if its 

student body looks like the student body reflects our diversity as yours does here at UCSD, The 

purpose of affinnative action is not to help anyone group or indi~iduaL It is to help America~

for we don't have a person to waste. 

And to those who say that race and ethnicity should not be factors, that scores on 

standardized tests should be the sole measure of qualification, ( say: We take into account 

whether someone is an athlete, a musician. or a child of an alumnus. And we know when given a 

chance, :itudents who enter with the help of affirmative action do just as well as any other 
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student. 

1want to be dear: We: will continue to fight -the rollback of affirmative action in higher 

education because it is \VTOng, it is hurtful to our progress and it divides our people. 

Our second imperative must be to break down th(D;¥alis...oLdiscrimlnatiou wherever they 

~ Racism 1s wrong~ discrimination is wrQng~ and moreover, it is ilJegaL Onr civil rights 

agencies an:: among the most critical law enforcement agencies in the government -- and we must 

give them the resources they need to end the crushing backlog of cases and get the job done. It's 

time for Congress to put our money where our ideals are, (housing discrimination?] 

And our tbird imperative is jn many ways the most diffk.ult ofall: we must begin a ~t 

natjonal conversation:on the issues cfrace and our divcrsit)'. 

We mllst recognize that we cannot come to solutions or even truly identif}' our problems 

unless we are willing to be honest with each other. It's time to let down our guards. and to be 

honest with people different from ourselves. We have talked at each other and about each oilier, 

It is high time we begin talking with each other, 

Over the coming year, I want to lead the American people in a great and unprecedented 

, conversation about race. ) have asked one of America's greatest scholars, Dr. John Hope 
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Franklin to chair an advisory panel orseven distinguished Americans. He will be joined by 

former Governors Tom Kean and William Winter, Linda Chavez-Thompson, Suzan Johnson. 

Angela Oh, and Robert lllOmas - distinguished citizens, leaders in *eir community, who win • 

work with me in a searching'exrul1ination oftne trutn about the changing face of America.! 

We will examine the stereotypes and the facts - the myths and the reality - that hold us 

apart. We do this because we cannot move fOlWard together, and act together, ifwe do not agree 

together on what action is needed. 

We will ask Americans to talk to one another everyday, at home. in their communities, in 

school, at work -- and help us develop plans of action, I will join this conversation with 

Americans across our nation at town meetings over the next year, 

The town meetings I will hold are just the start. 1 call on Americans ofall colors to begin 

a "table fellowship" within their communities, to break bread together and begin to know each 

other. And 1 want every American to see this as an oppornmity to learn about each other by 

doing with each other. Tutors arc needed in many communities to teach reading and other skills; 

that kind of interaction pays dividends in many ways. Churcnes, mosques. synagogues could 

consider excbanging congregations for a day. And the best chance for dialogue is among the 

young, I call on tbe nation's churches to link up the young people ill the suburbs with those in 

the cities. 

12 




And in one year's time, I will report directly to the American people about what I have 

found and the what actions we must take to move our nation forward. 

I know that honest dialogue and exchange will not be easy at first. We need to get past 

defensi"eness. fear, political correctness and other barriers to honesty. That may open wounds, 

but that is how we begin the healing so that we may move past them. 

What do we want from all this? Ifwe achieve nothing more than talk, that will:be too 

little. Ifwe propose nothing but policy ideas that are merely, mall gestures long the way, that 

will be too little. But if 10 years from now, people can look back and see that America's 

commitment to our ideals was renewed and reinvigorated and that the post-Martin Luther King 

generation finally shouldered its fair burden in this historic struggle, then this effort will have 

been a success. 

Conclusion: why this matters 

This is a steep challenge. And many of you, coming of age in a time when the acid of 

doubt and cynicism seems to corrode our faith, might look at this mission and feci it is 

impossible. But what we are called upon to do is nothing less -- and nothing more -- than what 

America has done at every moment of challenge and change in its history. 
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For two centuries. wave upon wave of immigrants have come to our shores, to work, to 

raise their families, to build a new life, speaking many tongues. wearing t~e garb of many 

cultures: but all drawn here by those same ideals. We have never lived up to our fOWlding vision, 

but we have never stopped trying -- and our people, even those who have suffered the most, have 

never lost faith in the American creed that unites us. 

Today, we are all, in Martin Luther King's words, woven into "one garment of destiny." 

We rightly celebrate the multiplicity of America -- our marvelous blend of cultures, beliefs and . 

races. Yet despite this diversity. or above it. we possess a common identity -- as Americans and 

as human beings. 

We must recognize that the same ethnic and racial ties that can offer us a sanctuary of 

meaning and personal strength also contain the possibility ofa frightening fragmentation. We 

must honor our diversity; we must cherish the uniqueness of each culture that feeds into the 

American experience; we must find new ways of talking to one another with respect instead of 

disdain. But we must reach with even greater fervor across those lines that divide us, to honor 

and strengthen those bonds of community and shared values that have always united us. 

It was almost exactly one hundred [forty nine] years ago, Abraham Lincoln, quoting 

Scripture, warned, us that "a house diyided against itself cannot stand." 
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For two cl!llturies, on every continem, people struggling for freedom looked to see if our 

house would stand. Over the past century, we have taken our greatest strides when we knew the 

whole world was watching. Today, the people of Belfast and Bosnia) of Rwanda and the Middle 

East, am watching. With American ideas and ideals ascendent, with ancient racial and ethnic 

hatreds once again flaring around the globe. we must be a beacon, we must be that last great hope 

for mankind. 

To those who say we will not ever transfonn the problem of prejudice into the p·romise of 

diversity. we can. for I have seen it happen. I grew up in the segregated South. I saw a different 

future when I worked by my grandfather's side in his small grocery store back home in Hope. 

My grandfather taught me that, yes I was different than the black children who came into his 

store, but I was no better. But I could see that on the black side of town, the streets were left 

unpaved, And segregalion was legally sanctioned. There were "whites only" signs at public 

rcstr()OrnS. Blacks and whites could not swim together, we could not drink at the same water 

fountain. we could not even sit in the same section at the movies. I was J1 years old when 

President Eisenhower ordered troops into Little Rock so that nine black chUdren could integrate 

Centrol High. And when I was ynur age and in school in Washington, D.C., Martin Luther King 

was kiHed and the streets exploded in flames. My memory is forever singed by the pain and 

anger I saw. 

Since those days, we have made great progress. We have tom down the barriers in our 
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laws. N:ow we must tear down the barriers in our hearts. More than 30 years ago, at the high tide 

of the ci vil rights movement. the Kerner Commission said that we were becoming two Americas, 

one black, one while, separate and unequal. Today, we face a choice: will we become, not two, 

but many Americas, separate: unequal and isolated. Or will we draw strength from our great 

diversity to become the world's first truly multiethnic. multiracial, and multi religious 

democracy? That is the unfinished work of our times. 

Much of the burden, and.1I ofthe benefits of this work lie with you, the young 'people 

here today and throughout our land. As Dr. King reminded us, there is real power in our dreams. 

So, dream large, Aim high, Teach your children well, and don't be afraid to challenge your 

elders on this issue, 

We may not achieve as much as we want) but let us set our aim as high as we can. Let us 

resolve that in our day and our generation, we shall overcome. fn the 21st century, we cannot be 

many Americas. We must be One America. We are One America· 

### 
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Bruce N. Reed 
06113!97 01 :53:07 PM 

ReCQrd Tvpe: Record 

To: Michael WaldmanIWHO/EQ? 

cc: 

Subject: Comments on tal est draft 


For your sake, r wjsh this were over and done with. The next 24;hours wit! be as bad as the last 
48. 

I'm with you •• I liked the previous draft better. This draft is heavy on descdption and commentary, 
and a little light on both substance and emotion. ' 

I don't have an easy a,1swer, but a few thoug'1ts: 

1} the opportunity section has too liule about OPPoftuolly and tool much on affirmative action, I'm 
eU for a vigorous {and concisel defense of mend it don't end it, but our whole opportunity agenda -
educatiop, urban policy, jobs for we>fare recips, etc. -- is a lot fro/e compelling. future-oriented, (lnG 
more likely h) rrake a real c.ifferer·ce. I 

,I 
2) the draft is really weak on responsibility. Memphis and Austin ,both made powerlul appeals to 
whites and blacks alik:e to take responsibility for their own lives and actions, a'1d not to use 
divisions as Hn excuse. That's been the heart of our approach to 'racial issues, and what set the 
President 8pnrt. It's also a way for him to soar and to challenge, as opposed to just saying, let's 
have a convnrS8tion, (Along these lines, there is almost nothing about crime in this draft. which IS 
a mistake,) We have to say over and over, we have common respo,'1sibiJities -- to use a favo"it € 
phrase, that IS OUf duty to one another. 

I 
3) It's a bIg mistake to say "If we propose nothing but policy ideas that are merely smaU gestures 
along the way, mat w:n be too little." Tha, semetice mana98s to raise expectarions and trash 
avery~r.ing we've done ~cr the las~ 2 years. Drop it. 

4) It might h!~lp to play up the preparing America for the 21st century theme a bit more. You want 
to paint a vision of an America that leaves all these things behind,~ where every child has the 
charee to ItHH'i, W'iere every Americar can live W'lereve, they want, walk wherever they wvnt,,
become whatever thev want. You need to close witI-. a story of n:ultiracial hope t'1at sets the new 
story line, not just King. Lincoln, and Central High that track the old story line. 

lI! I 
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POLICY DIRECTION: PROBLEM I SOLUTION 

. 1. Education 
~~ Access to college 


-- Pel! grant, HOPE 

-- Mend it. don't end it; criticize Hopwood, 209 i 


~- Real problem -- what happens on the front end; every child can learn if 

given opportunity... I 
-- Failing inner city schools 


-- Standards as necessary first element , 

-- Then, giving students the tools to meet them: reading. teachers and 


technologY', accountability for failing schools i 

2, Economic opportunity 

-- Individuals and communities outside the economic mainstream 


-- CD banks, E-zones, brownfields, CRA , 

-- Continuing employment discrimination (Te~aco, Denny'sl; EEOC backlog 


-- Stepping up enforcement efforts, I 

-- Calling on companies to institute policies ensurjng equal employment 


opportunities 1 

3, Housing 
-- Travesty of public housing 


-- Safety (cops/anti-gang measures). I 

~. Vouchers and other toots of empowerment, I 


-- DiscrImination in housing -- perhaps our biggest discrimination problem -

segregrated neighborhoods leading to segregated schools. businesses, etc. 


-- Partly government IHUDfDOJ enforcement of Fair Housing laws) 

, , I , 

_. But lots In our hearts {accepting each other as I!elghbors} 

4. Welfare/lobs 
-- Continuing underclass, living apart from world of work 


~~ Ernphasizing value of work 

~~ Creatlng mare jobs. improving access to child due and transportation 

~~ Guaranteeing the minimum wage I 

-- Challenging business to do its share I 


-- Cutting off immigrants from safety net I 

•• ReGtore benefits 


5. Crime 

-- Ravages of crime/systematic underprotection of minorities (segregation of safety)
, . 

-~ More cops, fewer guns, anti-gang and -drug programs, prevention efforts 
~. Continuation of Summit ~- reaching out to atwrlS~ kids 
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6. Ideals/models 
W~ There are places- in society where race relations work -- where we at least come 
close to treating people of aU races with equal respect and dignity and granting 
them equal opportunities. 
~- Refer to military: policies ensure opportunity ~. enable members of minority 
groups 10 rnake enormous contributions to society. I 
-- Every p,lrt of America should be like that -- every employer should adopt this 
model to get the most' Qui of its workforce; every profession should construct itself 
along these lines; every citizen should learn from it about the duty we all awe one 
another. ' 



Record Ti/pe: Aecc.d 

To: Michael WaldmaJiNv'HOiEOP, JaJnes T, EdmO(1dsfWI-:O/EOP, Caro:yn Cur:cVVJHO!EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Racn Speech 

We have asked the ope staff to generate a quiCk summMY of policy accomplishments 9nd 
initiatives th.H can be incorporated into the race speeeh, Much of what we've already done, and 
afe do:ng, is about providing common answers to commor problems in w.ws t'lrlt will he p 
minorities most of aiL 

I haven't sean a draft, and don't want to give you more advice than you need" My foremost 
concen; is that this speech be consistent with what the President asked for in last week's meeting, 
As he said, we should make: clear that this rece initiatIve is a logical extension of everythmg he has 
done over the last tOt.. r years, tt should not come across as a new departure Isince he has been 
talking ar'd doing a great deal on this all along) or worse. af' apology {for crirre, welfare, balancing 
the budget, (ltC,). The press is already playing this in part as an effort to make up for those sins 
and make amends with the civil rights communitY, We should go out of Ol..lr way to show them 
that everything we have done has been to expand opportunity (flnd yes, responsibility and 
community) 10 aU American,S, 

The President should say again, as he sa G so often in 1992, thEl: the ani',' wlJy tor us to come 
together as onc America IS to recogni:o:e our common obligations to ourselves and one another, to 
stop blaming our problems on someone else and start taking responsibility for our own actions and 
each otheL The progress we have made, we have made together: 

We recognized that crime was our common enemy, and should unite, not divide us. We put 
more police in neighborhoods that had been deprived of protection, and used community policing so 
we CQuid attnck this scol.rge together. Poor and r')inO'ities plagued by crime have benefIted most 
from 5 st."aight years 01 dec:ine. 

We recognized that the failed welfare system was trapping miUions in dependency. and that 
letting fat hem get away without paying child support was tearing falT'ilies apart, So we're making 
chi(d support and responsibility a way of life, not an option, and we've moved 3 mill'on peOple of! 
welfare, and are giving everyone chfld care and health care and the chance to work. (We still have 
more to do etc, •• welfare-to-work and immigrant chaf1ges in budget bill) 

We recognized that working ~eople weren't in competition with e<lch other, they were in 
competition with the rest of the wQrld, So we expanded trade, cut the deficit, and created more 
jobs, cut taxes for working ~amWes with EITe, and we're about to give evcrvpody the chance to go 
to college {/-i(}PE) -- and we've seer the greates1 drop in income ineqLa'ity n 20 + years. 

We have more to do, and we will do it. Expand education opportunity, Reduce crime. 
Mend not end affirmative action_ Steer Mom jobs and capital to the inner city, We cannot rest 
untIl every child has ~he cnance to rise as h:gh as her God-given talents can take her. 

But at. we make all these changes from the ou:side in, eacj~ of u& must It/ork j~ our own 
lives to make changes from the 'nside out. The grea~est progress we have Made. (ind have yet to 
make, is in the human spirit, Taking responsibility for our own actions and lor one another, Thrs 



natiot,'can't Gome together with fami·jas that are com'ng spart. Wher' a~year-olds sell drugs and 
12~yea(·olds plan funerals, we're not free. If we want a world where nQ ch:td sees a difference 
between black, white, and brown, every parent needs to leach their child the difference between 
right and wrong. 

Sorry to go on so long .- you've heard it all before, and you can write it better. But I worry 
that without some of this. we will undermine soma of the real progress we have made on this 
issue. Let me know if 1 can do anything (0 help. 



POlley DIRECTION: PROBLEM! SOLUTION 

I. Education 
--lo:1cr city schools 

-- Slds. reading, teachers and technology, acctability 
~~ Real p!Uh!cm -- hack cnd/frol1! end; 0vcry child can learn 

-- Access to college 
-- Pcll grant. HOPE 
-- Mend it don't end it 

2. Economic opportunity 
-- Outside the economic mainstream 

-~ CD b::mks. E-zoncs, capital, brownficJds, eRA 

3. Housing . 
~- Puhlic housing is a travesty 

~~ Sarety (Cops/gilngs), EmpowcnncutiVouchcrs. 
-- Discrimination in housing ~- scgrcgratcd neighborhoods lead Lo segregated cduc etc, 

~- Part govt (HUD doing its utmost),; but lo~ in our hearts (brother neighbor) 

,..,.... ~ ",.s;.....- • 
4, Welrare/jobs 1>""- \4..,\) t--'(.,- ~",J;.......... 
-~ Ending the underclass, bring into the economic mainstream ""'" ~ (1;'<. ~ 

-- Work/child carchllOFc jnhsitransportation/mlJ! wage/challenge 10 bllSil:c~ ./41 «-+-t; \.....
-- Immigrant hcnefiis 1_ {~:;..l. y,,", 

.o.-l\"'Y ~ 
~. <4'< 

S. Crimc ~~ ..~fV'"'1 
-- Ravages orcrlme/Systcmatic lllldcrprotcclion of minorities (no scgrcglliion of sarety) 

-- More cops, Jess guns, after-school programs, gangs, drugs 
-- Powcll/Cislicros/a{~risk kids/Summit 

6,Racist1l 
~~ There are places in society where 1his works, models of respect and progressive race 

relations. Military -- oJ)portunitics, policies, enonnous contrihution minorities make hIe of it 
Every Pilrt or America should be like that -- every employer should follow it (T":'xaco. Dennys). 
Every citizen should learn from it -- duty we :111 owe one another. LAPD example. 



.) State of the Cities Report (USCM) 

• Cities doing better, challenges ahead: Jobs mismatch 
• 	 Future Agenda i.e. EZ Round II, CDFI, Brownfields. etc 

plus new announcements: 

I) Urban Homesteading I 
L .. -y 

2) New HUD ... 

..) HUD Management RefQ[J11 Plan 

• Downsize 13-7 
* Consolidate 
* Enforcement/Empowerment 

• Officer next door - ~1.0", 	 < (., \..-1 
\J\o(. \'{ ..-t

• empowerment vouchers (Section 8,- .. t-... , t 
Homeownership) 'Y,f ........ 
• FHA Premium reduction for cities _I~ vo~ 

~wr... .lS j<A~ (,...".;~ 
- fiAt. k'!''1I'~ ~!V~ 

Vlul s,.....,J,,\l. -1<"2-" wrt.J, ::c;,...M~O'. 
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MEMQRANDILM 

To: PteeidOl1t CI inton 

From: Henry Cism:ros 
, 

Subject: Saturday Speech in Sun Diego 

There nro huge expectations for yOUl Saturday s:pe:ecb, Th<': Iidva:t'l.Ce preil~ COWIllg" Iii moTe c"temive 
than flU' Illly other Presidenti31 speech I can reetdl. lL fangt!l$ fiom inlonse hopl!:fulnou to dismissive 
/iikepticistll that you will 110 beyond exhortation 1'0 substfl1'ltive Qction, The speechwrlttrS ten me the dfutl is 
shorl 011 substance now, With the build-up ali big u it has been, YOIl must offer 6otIl!: Steps for nctian or 
unfommately risk a very serious letdiown. 

nl,l following are rome i4cU5 thnt "on be fleshed out in me. time rmn.ining. They are intended UJ fall 
witbin budget cOMtudn!.S. lfwGt idea cannot be described 31 length in the speeeh., they can be pmt of lhe 
S\Ib~\.Il1\ti"c acuons ynu uk {he advlsoty !;:ommiUee 10 revi~w imd recOmmend: 

L 	 D;rect rlun !lpc=ific part1 of tllo mauwe e4ucation speIlcing you have championed he 
targeted to central city &chools and &:pressed Areas. Becllulle lorge lIums of the increilsed 
educano11Ql hl.tdget go to middle elt1ss fe.mllios. ilSbould be powle to target om(lr prolirams 
to underacrved !Chools and srudents, which statistically ate buvily black and minority, 

2, 	 Request that General Colin PoweU's follow-up to the Phil4delpbio volunteerism sutnmit I 
have as !\ component clI.piicit actions fO llddress the racial divide. Ameris;a's PrOWj6t;; is 
de&igned to address at·risk cbUdn:n and you1b lind un be e magnet to coordinate I, 
eorponne funding. Ql!neral Powell iii very nrticulate on the tace dirnetUlGIU oftlle risks 
to chi,ldren nnd youth. 

), 	 Launch a public-private project to rni~ schoili1ship maney for blacks and other 
' minorities f(lt whom :ichollluhi;» and coUege admissions af public unive1side9 are I 

being limited by reversals on affirmatlve action in staleS suen all CaUforniflnnd Texu. , / 
A Pn:sidential J:!annersillp with the United Negro CollcBe Fund ILlld with the National 
Hispanic Schol&I1hip FWld could create new priv4te re90llrCCIi for co:neg~-bound 
minorilit'll. I 

4, 	 Direct the Depat1ment of Housing f;nd Urbfln Development to strengthen iu efforts ttl 
combat di!lcriminntlon in houiing rnmsll'Ctians. The evidenee ill very 'lrong that leY~11l 
of dillcrimiootion Dgairut blacks rormm very high, POttlml!!l of segregated hou:;iJlB 
intensify every other kind ot lIegL't~gatian in schools, at rh~ work plat:t:. IUld in 
social £euingr;. 

I 
,

S. 	 Re~erupbn£U:e the welf,3.fNo-work eonncelion, including new training and 
employment efforts with the 5tntes. Failure to integrate into tlte workforcf! the 
millions coming offwelfare wiIJ only deepen the isolation of !he minority underoill$fJ. 

6, Call on corpomtiom to incorporate in their training: programs rot employees explicit and 
firm policies concerning any kind ofraciaJ diiCriminatlnn. [ru;idcutslltlch as those IU Avlll, 

Wendy's and TeXB«l are de~tl"uctive farbeyand their inwcdinte effects. Comprmies5hould I 
odopt positive r;tiomle9 fUld ptogmms for raciaJ faimeu and not merely defensive, 
h:gulistic self·pfotccrions. l 

http:Iidva:t'l.Ce
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7, 	 Call on nationlll churcb leaders to create a oationlll coalition of youth org.mizations 
to brint; minority and wltite youth together. A few churallti have made efforts at 
lidult mnln"Il'clal dialogue', but th~ real hope for the future is in creating underst;:mdins 
among; ouryoung people. Linking the well~intet1iione4. mainlfrelltn rdSources of tho 
ninOU's white c:hmche5 with the central d~ centel'$ ofBoy-s nod Girl& ctubs, YMCA, 
YWCA, athlotic le~ues, fl::ld SdlOCls could Cteol!! opportunilicg for one-on·one 
undetstlUIding. 

• 	 Now that the economy h; so Stf<Jilg it it rime to make it work for everyone, You luve 

worked to crcate d1.lfcble and l1nprec~dented proipcrity for ~ purpose: so tbQt the Ameri.;an 

dream can be brought wl1hin reach of aU ow- eitaem. Aside nom their po,"'eny, We Camrnon 

tienonri1lator tblli mo9t characterizes those for whom \he Amtrican dream is dellied is fact:! and 

dUmieiry, 


• 	 This gtl:'llt unres.oh-ed issue ofAmerican hl,tory u retial hatred .- i; one of the very feW things 
thllt o:1!n stop us in the next 'MUlry, If we fail to address it. we will be more divided aod squander 
our energie,. Ifwe mOlltct it, the next century will be.an Amerl,an Century of even grt:lltcr 
accomplishments" 

• 	 Tho-ugh ~keptic! win 51l}' rher;;: arc insufficient new Illw! OM new monay in this tnitwrtvc-, the fact 15 
tblU what ie tw¢dtd al\hili lime it to e;(ecUtll ibe lllW& WI! nave and 10 live out our creed throuQlt 
tbe .esources we hllYc, TIle cll;l.lleI'lge 1$ to make our inatirutions work for racial faimes&: ~nd 04t beam 
vuiu!) !!lCtill ju&ri.ce, 

http:ju&ri.ce
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FAX 

, 

TO; Caroll( V1 Cvr/d 
(2.e.eJ 

/
'l(./.l1ti.VfSJe.. 

f'ci ~I1tJV1 d. "? 

irIClumn cover sheeJ 

FROM: SYLYlA ARCE-GARCIA 
i/SST. TO THE PRESIDENT 
IJIIWlSJON COMMUNICi/ noNS, 
INC, 

Ph_If' 
Fc.r Pholl~ 

3/O/J48-36(){) 
31(1/348-3641 

REMA.RKS: 0 Urgenl o Fo, your 'eview 0 Reply ASAP o Please Comment 

, 

o 
, 
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Betty: 1spoke to Prcsidons Clinton by telol!pbone on Thursday evenmg. U~ asked 1m to falL him through 
yrul the attached idr:ua for his S''IIUld:.y speech In Sen DiI:go, Thnnk you for getting Ih:- memo to him. I 
look forwnrd to seeing yuu soon! 
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TO: Elena Kagan 

FR: Mike Cohen 

RE: Education initiatives related to race and cities 

I'm not sure this does the job, but hera is an overview of what we have done in 
education that fits Bruce's description this morning of addressing universal 
problems that have disproportionate impact on minority groups. 

I. Raising Academic Standards 
The heart of the President's education reform effort over the past 5 years is raising 
expectatinns and setting higher academic standards for all kids. This is especially 
important for disadvantaged and minority students, who have typically suffered 
from what Secretary Riley calls the "tyranny of low expectations" reflected in low 
standards, unchallenging expectations and low level tests which have particularly 
characerizes urban education. The Administration has worked to raise standards in 
a number of specific ways, including:. 

• 	 In 1994, President Clinton signed legislation transforming Title I, the largest 
federal elementary and secondary program, to require that disadvantaged 
students be taught to the same challenging academic standards used for all 
other students in the state--ending separate, minimal expectations for 
students served under Title I. The new law also puts a stronger emphasis 
on involving parents in their children's education, a critical aspect of 
improving student academic achievement. 

• 	 In 1994, the President signed the Goals 2000: Educate America Act, which 
supports state and loca! efforts to raise academic standards for all children. 

• 	 In 1996, the President won a record increase in Title I funding, assuring extra 
help in the basics and advanced subjects for an additional XXX 
disadvantaged students; and the budget agreement will help ensure strong 
funding of this key program for years to come. 

• 	 The President has called for increased funding to assist low-income high 
school students to take the challenging Advanced Placement exam in math 
and other cora subjects. 

II Getting Kid. Off to • Good Start 

• 	 Betwen FY93 and FY97, President Clinton increased funding for Head S~t 
by 43%, from $2,8 Billion in 93 to $4.0 in FY97. The FY98 budget 



---
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proposed a $324 million increase, and is on track to serve 1 milHon children 
in 2002. The program now serves 800,000 low income 3- and 4-year olds 
and their families. 

111_ Reading 

• 	 The key to reaching high standards is masterina the basics, and the first 
basic is reading. Children who fall behmdin learning to read in the early 
school years have a difficult time learning othe~ subjects as they progress 
through school, and are more likely to drop out. The President has called for 
the entire nation to join a crusade to help insure that virtually every child in 
the U.S. can read by the end of 3rd grade. 

• 	 The budget agreement call for devoting 260 million in FY98 (and comparable 
amounts over five years) to a new literacy initiative consistent with the 
President's America Reads InItiative, which would mobilize one million skilled 
reading tutors to work with teachers and parents and help kids become 
independent readers. 

IV. Access to Technology 

• 	 Technology IS vitally important to helping students reach high standards and 
get ready for the 21st Century. It's critical that technology not divide us into 
a nation of t'!.aves and have nots. While the biggest gap in access to 
computers is in tHe home, th~resident and the Vice President are deeply 
committed to working with our nation's schools to make sure that every 
child, no matter where they live or their economic circumstances, can log on 
to the Internet and take advantage of its rich possibilities for learning. 

• 	 Signed the Telecommunic~lion~ Act and fought for the E-raIll, which will 
allow Internet access discounts for schools and librarieS." Discounts are on a 
sliding scale based on need, with poorest schools qualifying for a discount of 
up to 90%--nearly free. 

• 	 Working with private sector partners to connect every single school in each 
of the 15 Empowerment Zones to the Internet, so they can leap ahead in 
technology. 

• 	 To receive grants under our Technology Literacy Challenge Fund. states must 
spell out how they will target assistance to communities with the highest 
rates of poverty and the greatest need for educational technology. 
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• 	 As we have worked with the private sector on Net Days, have specifically 
urged them to get involved with lowwincome areas, such as in DC and LA. 
And we have worked to involve not just companies, but also unions and 
other volunteers. 

V. Access to Higher Education and Further learning 

• 	 The President has made an historic commitment to increasing the number of 
Americans, including minority Americans, who get a college education. He 
has increased the maximum Pell Grant 17% from FY93 to FY97 {from 
$2,300 to $2,700), Increasing college opportunities to low income students. 
In addition, the balanced budget plan agreed to by the President and 
conflressional leaders includes a f!l:cord increas!!.in the maximum Pell Grant, 
from $2,700 to $3,000 -- the larg"\ increase in two decades. -.. 

http:increas!!.in
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Welfare/service items for race speech: 

Welf.", 
• 	 Our efforts to reform the nation's.welfarc system have benefitted millions ofpeoptc, 

many ofwhorn are members of the minority community. Since January 1993, the welfare 
rolls have plummetted by over 20 percent -- it tmal of 2.9 milJion. A recent study by my 
Council of Economic Advisors showed that, while about 40010 of the decline in the 
wcltitre cuseload is due to the strong economy we have, about a third is due to the weifare 
waivers my Administration granted to 43 states, so that they could change the structure of 
their welfare programs. 

• 	 The welfare law that I signed will help us achieve our goal of transforming welfare from 
a way ofUfe to a second chance. To make work pay better than welfare; we significantly 
increased the minimum wage; and we expanded the earned income tax credit to help 40 
million Americans. The new law provides an additional $4 billion for child care. We 
have increase~ child support collections dramatically -- by 50%), Now we are working to 
make transportation available for those leaving welfare for work and to expand health 
care coverage for the children of low-income working parents. We have urged the 
corporate community to do its part, nnd a new Welfare to Work Partnership has been 
launched to lead the welfare to work effort in the business community and extend job 
opportunities for those seeking to remake their lives. 

[Elena FYI: MMS, DOL, 00,1, ED, and maybe EEOC are working logether on a joint 
letter to stales, in response to the Leadership Conference's letter. It would not be formal 
guidanl!e, but an edUcation piece for states as to which anti-discrimination laws arc 
relevant (Title VI, ADA, age discrimination). It will give examples of problematic 
situations, and offer states technical assistance. It's still probably a few weeks away from 
being doni!, It's weak and vuJunta'1' enough that it probably doesn't work to ask them to 
speed it up for the speech, but who knows ••••1 

• 	 When J signed the welfare law. I stated that I opposed portions of the law that had 
nothing to do with moving people from welfare to work, and thal I would work for 
changes to the law. ] refer, of course, 10 the benefit cuts to legal immigrants and to the 
cuts in the food stamp program. Initially, no one thought we could get any changes to the 
law, but I am pleased that the budget agreement we reached with the Congressional 
leadership restores significant benefit cuts for legal immigrant~ and makes lhe food stamp 
changes much fairer, -= 

Service 
.. 	 1 am vcry pleased that we have spurred a new effort to reach out to children at risk 

thought the Presidents' Summit on America's Future. with the participation of all the 
living fonner Presidents or their representative, and the critical involvement ofGen. 
Colin Powell. The summit focused the nation's attention on citizen service and 
voluntarism aimed a1 reaching an additional 2 miUipn coHEIR" at ci.s.k by the year 2000. 
Gencml Powell is leading the effon to reach this goal-- to givc these 2 million children a 



chance for a caring adult in their lives. a healthy start, a safe place. a marketable skill 
through a good education, and an opportunity to give back to their communities. 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DATA ON MINORITIES: 


African Americans 

Declining unemployment. The unemployment rate for African Americans was 
10.3% in May ~~one of the lowest rates in 20 years ~-down 'from 12.5% when 
President Clinton first took office. 

Minimum wage increase. The President raised the minimum wage to $ 5,1 5 an 
hour --directly benefitting 1.3 million African American workers. 

Small business assistance. The Small Business AdminIstration has approved more 
than $1.1 billion in loans to African American business owners. and has helped 
over 470,000 African Americans to receive management training and counseling 
from a national network of business education and assistance programs. 

Home mortgage lending on the rise. Since 1993 home mortgage lending to African 
Americans increased by 70 percent. 

Hispanic Americans 

,Declining unemployment. The unemployment rate for Hispanic Americans in May, 
1997 was 7.4%. down from 11.3% when President Clinton first took office. 

Minimum wage increase. The President raised the minimum wage to $5.15 an 
hour --directly benefitting more than 1.6 million Hispanic American workers. 

More small business assistance. Over 220,000 new Hisl2anic American-owned 
businesses were created in the first three years of the Clinton Administration:-' The 
Small Business Administration has approved more than 13.500 loans. totaling $2.2 
billion, for Hispanic American business owners. and has helped over 230,000 
Hispanic Americans to receive management training and counseling from a national 
network of business education and assistance programs. 

Asian Americans 

More small business assistance. The Small Business Administration has approved 
more than 15.000 loans. totaling $4.7 billion. for Asian and Pacific American 
business owners, and has helped over 126.000 Asian and Pacific Americans to 
receive management training and counseling from a national network of business 
education and assistance programs. 
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Targeted business training. Funded a Small Business Administration program 
targeted to Asian Pacific American women that provides training and counseling to 
thousands in the Chinalown section of New York City. 
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Today. you take your place as citizens of tl1e great American community in J gokkn 
moment for our nation. The Cold War i:; fIV!!!' , with freedom aSCCnUlll11 around the globe. 
Our economy is the healthiest in a generation llnd the strongest In (he world. Our culture, our 
science, our tethnology arc on the cuttiog edge. Social problems - frolH crime to poverty -
which for 5(1 long seemed destined lO deepen, are now bending to our efforts. 

On these issues, we have made more progress:, in a shorter time. with less ranCOL timn 
many thought would cver he possible. Sooner, and to a greater degree than allY other natIon, 
we have maJe the transilion from rhe old economic order (0 the new world of technology, 
lnfonnation and free tr~ldc. Withouf fanfare, without crisis, quietly and in thaI very practkal 
Amel'ic.:m way - at the very moment when somc wen~ predicting our decline, we have emen...J 
a new era of American leadership. Today we stand on the eve of a seconLi American century. 

But there is one thing that can still hold us back ~~ a contradiction not yet resolved that 
lies at the heart of our hislory. More than 200 years ago this nation hegan with a pledge of 
equality, bue then long continued [0 tumJollc Slavery. More than 30 yc;;r~ ago, at the high tidt.: 
of civil rights, [he Kerner Con~mission said that we were hecoming two Americas, one black. 



one white. !-',eparate and unequaL Now. in this new era of American lcuucrship, there is one 
plate where we continue 10 lag behind; we are in d;,mger of becoming many Americas. 
separatc, unequal, and isolated. Lincoln warned us, quoting the Scripture. that a house 
divided against itself cannot stand. And a nation nO! a[ peace with its identity cannot continue 
to move forward. We mllst be one America -- or we won'( be America at alL 

The grem civil rights leader W.E.B. DuBois said that "the problem of the 20th century 
will he the problem of the color line," In so many ways, he was right Al times. in flullI_es 
and in anger. racial conflict almost consumed us. And it was only during those hours of 
maximum danger that we faced this issue squarely. Nnw, at a timt;! of gathering hope. whl.!f\ 
there is no lircbell in the night, we must pledge: Our great .mo grnwing diversity will nut be " 
{he prohlcr11 of the 21 st Century. " It falls to us to fashion ior the next ccnlury the greatest 
Illuhkthnic, mulri-rdigi{)lts, multiracial democracy the world has ever known. 

We must find our new unity in the face of stunlling chunge: \Viihill lhc next Ihrel.! 
yeurs. right bere in California, no single race or ethnic group win make up u m~iority of the 
state's population. And a half century from now, when your own grandchildren arc in 
college. it i'l entirely .conceivable that a majority of tht;! population will he Latino, African 
Americ;m. Asian American, Native American and other people of color, 

It is dear: the face of Americ~1 is evolving. And. 1 will [ell you, we C<lnnot greet that 
fact whh indifference; we cannot run away from it; we cannot retreat into racial and e1bnic 
enclaves of isolation, Anu we cannot pretend that the changing face tlf America is invisible. 
We must look in the mirror and ask the question anew; What does II mean to be an American? 
The face of America is changing, and the soul of America mUSl rise to Ihe challenge. 

I want us to define our grealness as a country based on our eXlraordinary achievements, 
the great fn.:edolll we enjoy. the texture of Our relationships with the world and .each other. 

Ahmc among nations. America was founded not on race, Of religion, or geography, hur 
on an ideal- an ideal so revo!urlmmry and so profound it guides us still, "We art: <lit cremeu 
equal." This- wa~ tbe proposition to which Ahraham Lincoln reu(.>t!ieah.:d our nation at 
Gcttysnurg. This wa,'> the true meaning of our creed to whkh Martin Luther King :nunmoned 
us a century latt:r. 

For two centuries, wave upon wave of immigrants have come to our shores. to work, 
to raise their families. [0 huild a new life, 5:peakillg many tongues. wearing lhe garh of mallY 
cultures, hut all drawn bere hy those same ideals. V·.,Ie haw nevt.:r livt:d up 10 our i"uumling 
vision, hut we have never stopped trying -- and our people, even those who have suffereu the 
must, have never lost faith in the American creed. 

For four years, as your President. I have worked to offer opportunity to all Americans, 
to demand responsibility from all Americans, and to hring our people together acro;-;s all the 
lines that divide us, in a true national community. To thai effort. we must turn as a nation 
wHh even greater fervor. 



So today, ~md for the next year, and for the years to come, I want us to face honestly 
those things that divide us -- to embrace those things that unite us ilnd [0 join in a national 
effort. aimed at ncdon, that will move us fmward, 

The divisions in our land 

We musl begin by acknowledging tbat our house is {jjviuetL 

Scripwn.: teaches us. "Love lhy neighhor as IhyselL" Toti often in our past, and sadly 
even today, we haw defined our greatness IIt'l! hy lining each other up, hut hy putting l:Hch 
other down .~ the sufferings heaped upon Nativc Americans, the cnslavemem of Africans, llud 

the tragic litany of injustices intlicted upon immigrants or every race and (;olor at variolls times 
in our his:tol y, 

1 am .1 son Df the South and the grandson of a man who taught me a valuable lesson al U 

young age. He wld me, yes. I was different tban tbe black children who came into his small 
grocery store, but 1 was no beHer. But I could see Ihat on the black side of town streets were 
left unpavctl. And segregation was legally sanctioned. There were "'whites only" signs m 
puhlic restroums, Blacks and whites cou!tl 110t swim together, we could not drink at the same 
,",,'ale I' fountain. we could nor even sit in the same section at [he movies. I was 11 yetlr:; o(tl 
when President Eisenhower ordered troops into Little Rock so Ihat nine black children could 
il1legnHc Ccnmtl High. And when I was your age and in school in WaShington, DC. Martin 
Luther King wus killed and the streets exploded in name.", My memory is forever singed hy 
[he pain and anger I saw. 

In Ihe time and place where 1 grcw up. the culor linc was hhlck and white. In nlher 
communiliet>. the targets were different, hut the h.{trctis were the s:.nm:, 

We have {Om down the harriers in our laws-. Now we must tear down tilt;'! hurriers in 
our minds, Even with more of us working togetht;'!r, living side~bywside, and intermarrying 
more than every before, we know there is still more than one way Dr looking at an CVCIlL at 
the world, al each other. We know that hlacks and whitc~ can look at the same re<.tlity ami !'ec 
tWO different things: hear the same remark and hear two different meunings. And \VC know 
that sten.:oiypcs -- some of them ugly: some mild, hUI all destructive~· ,:>fill keep us apan. 

Many whites believe that the problem of racism is over. They honestly bdtevc that the 
playing lickl is equal and blacks have the stune opportunliies as they do when in comes (0 

johs, and housing ami education. But, feelings and reality are starkly different for hlacks, We 
Illust tell tlll'truth. 

The truth is that more people fhan ever an.! hent:t1uing from .our strong economy. But 
there 1S another truth'that must be told. African American llnd Latiuo workers still earn 
markedly less: than what whites in the same johs milke. I(n Los Angeles, unemployment cast 
of the highway is.\", and west of the highway isx,] And for mllny minoriry conununitics. tht:rc 



are still glaring disparities in access to heulth care, educational nttainmem, the Jdminis(rarioll 
ufjustice, nod huusing, 

But just as we must tdl the truth about what rncism is, we must also tell the truth 
ahou. what it is 110t. Let's not hide behind the ugly wall of racism to explain away SOt:1C of 
our WDrst hl~havior, Racism doesn't cause a 14 year~old boy to commit a murder in :J street 
corner drug deaL It is not racist for a middle class family of ~ background to fed safer in a 
suburb away from the crime and drugs of some of our nt'ighhorhoods. Hafred and self 
destruction ate their own demoJls, and as we hanish racism, we must han ish them too. 

We must tell the truth, To whites (say. do nm pretend tbere is no prcjudi<.:e, We will 
never get beyond this prohlem unless we firsf acknowledge its existence. Tn I!lll1orirics. J say, 
most whites are not prejudiced -~ and the pt:\}ple who seek to sow hatred anJ Jivision aft! lheir 
own vl;:ry small minority. 

To (!le grandchildren of European immigrants: do not pull up the: ladder from the new 
immigrants who come here for the 'jame reason and with the same values as your ancestors. 

To {he media both news and entertainment: understand that your depictions of people 
can either play on stereotypes or pull them down. Do not take your power -~ or your 
responsibility ~- lightly. 

And to all our young people, e::recially young men, do not u",e raGe l)t' racism as an 
excuse for hatred or violence against people who look different than you. Do nor Je[ real or 
imagined racism cause you to retreat into enclaves of rage and recrimination. 

\Vhat unites us 

All tbese problems are real. But we must have the clarity of mimI and charity of spirit 
10 realize that they are not new -- and that lhe striving to surmount them is the story of 
Arnerica, 

We are all, in Martin Luther King's wonJs, woven into "one garmcm of destiny. ,. We 
rightly cddll'ale the multiplicity of America -- our marvclpus hlel1d l.f cultures, helieis ami 
races. Yct despite this diversity, or above it, we possess a common identity -~ as American.s 
and as human beings. 

We must recognize that lhe same ethnic and racial ties that can offer U'j :.l s~mctn.ary of 
meaning and personal strength also contain the po'jsibility of 1.l frightening fragmcmarion. We 
mnst honor our diversity; we must cherish the uniqueness of each culture that feeds into the 
American esperience; we must find new ways of talking to one another with respect instead of 
dbdain. Bw we must reach with even greater fervor across (hose lines that divide us, to honor 
and :mengthen those bonds of community and shared v<.l!ues (hat have always united us. 

Our natinnal motto says: E Pluribus Unum, "Om of Many, One." What unites us as 
Americans? 



We Americans are a people hound by faith. Every week we flock to our churches. 
mosques and synagogues. Religious observance in our nation is the most intense in the 
Western world. That is true across every cthnic linc. We are truly "one nation under God," 

We are a people united by respect for the value of wmk. It is our work (IHlt ,>upports 
all our efforts to huild strong familicK anu strong communities. 

We cherish our families~ we expect that the lives of our chiklren can be heucr than the 
lives of uur parems; and we strive co give them that future, 

And we are a people wbo still helieve -- more than any other on earth -- that every 
individual has within himself or herself the spark of possibility. (hat still, 220 years later, we 
are a1l created cljuaL 

0pPl.lrtuniry for alL Responsihility from <.llL Faith, family, community These arc the 
values of no one color or region or religion. These are America'" values. And these are the 
values we must put to work as we prepare our nation for the eentury ahead. 

What we must do now 

First, we must Dress 011 with our, n3tion'!Lsrrategy of expanding 0p[H?rtunity, For far 
too long, poor and working people of all races have heen told by political leader:; thai. their 
problems. were the fault of "them" ~~ minorities, immigtants. women -- "them,"' always" 
them." There is no ~them." There i:-: only "us" And it is clear that racism would he less of 
a problem if everyone had a good job. Racism would he less of ;1 probJem jf everyone had ~I 
chance to gt:t a good education, safe and decent housing and health care. 

So we must continue the strategy tor economic growth that has brought our Ilation the 
strongest pro~perity in a generation. 1am especially pleased that, this time, the economic 
gains of our expansion are being widely shared. Wages have hegun, finally, to rise; income 
incquality, 10 shrink. 

AmI we must work to prepare an our young people to take their place in this new 
economy, Our most important goal must be to give our young people the world's best 
education, We must hold all our children to the highest standards. anl! give them tht..' inois anJ· 
help [hey n(-ed to succeetL Wc must open the uoors nf college wider than ever ~- and we C~lIl 
never allow them to be slammed ShUL 

We do not believe in guaranteeing equal outcomes, hm we do believe in guaranteeing 
equal opportunity -- and that means education. A college educatlon m~ans stability, octter 
jobs, a chance to join the middle class, another stakeholder in America. We cannot abandon 
an}' efforts l.O expand access to higher education -- and that includes affirmative ttClt()fl. 

It is ,,1 stunning and dismaying fact that African-American and Latino cnrolhllcnts at 
this university and all across California and Tl.'xas are plummeting, for (he first time in 
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decades" We cannot afford to turn hack the clock and resegregate higher eow.:arion, I ~a\v 
school segrt~gation, and it took years to begin to turn back rhe damage It did socIally and 
economically to the South. ~vly home region to this day is grappling with the self·"inflicteu 
wDunJ of segregation. America cannot make that misfake again. 

And to those who say that any preferences are wro~F"~~es on stanuardized tests 
should be the sote meaSUI'e of qualification, I say: We giv preferem:ej; to athletes, to 
musicians, to, children of alumni. A diversified student bo y ~ s-vrUGe, too, 

I want to be clear: We will contlnue to fight the rollbat;k of affirmative ut;tiol1 in 
higher education because it is wrong. it is hurtful to our progress and it divides our people. 

LEARN FACTS/REALITIES 

The economy has created many johs. But disparities remain. [n some states. 
unemploym:;nt is so low there is a labor shortage; while in SOH1t: of our cities, unemployment 
is quite high and so are the social ills that accompany poverty. We are working hard to 
encourage employers to locatt: in the cities, but businesses need to make a commitme:nt to the 
cities, too, We cannot IeaY\: our ciries behind, 

Third. we must continue to pe vigilant against discriminath)n, wherever amI whenever 
it aI?pear.~:. 

The tIght against crime is a figbt for the rights of all our pt;ople . ~ especially the 
poorest people in the poorest neighborhoods, who are most often the victims of violence. 
Community efforts across the coumry have brought crime to a 30 year low (ck). We are 
putting lOO'(}(X) new community police officct's on the streets, but (Jur minofity communities 
,Ire stl1l underscrved. Our pollee officers are the protectors of order in uur society, putting 
their lives 00 the line every day to keep our people safe. But we have seen {hat authority CJtl 

be abused and brutal force used on some of our citizens. So, as we call for our citizens to 

respect the law, we need the law to respect our citizens, no matter thdr color or economi;,; 
condition. 

And our civil, rights agencies arc among the most critical law enton.:ement agencies in 
the government ~- and \ve mUSt give them the resources they need to ei!d the cruShing hack log 
of cases and get the job done. It's time for Congress to put our money where our ideals are" 

These are all areas that need uur focus. BUl we cannot come to solutions or even truly 
identify our problems unless we are willing to be honest with each other. It's time to let tlown 
our guards, and to he h{)ne~t with people different from ourselves. We have talkt.-u <If t:Hl.:b 
other and about each utht:r, It is high time we begin talking with each other. 

~gJ.nning today. _L~i-t~!J to lead th~M6!!!_erjcan peoph: in a'great allo unprecedented 
conversation" about race, [have asked one of America's greatest scholars. Dr. 10hn Hope 
Franklin to chair an advisory panel of distinguished Americans. IOTHER r\AMES] 



We will exumine the stereotypes and the facts - the myths ami the reality - thaI hold us 
ap;lrt. We will a~k Amerk:ans [0 talk to one another everyday, at home. ill their communities, 
in Sl..:hool, at work, (will join this conversutioll wi1h Americans across our nation at fOlll' !OWH 
meetings over the next year, 

And in one ycar'~ time, l will report diret;tly to the American pt.·ople about what I have 
found and what we must do. 

The town meetings 1 will hold are just the :mm. I call on Americans of all colors to 

hegin a "ta~le fellowship" within their communities, to break hread together and hegin to 
know each other. And I want every Alm:l'kan to see this as an opportunity to learn abollt e:u.:b 
otber hy doing with e~lch OtllCr. Tutors afi.~ needed in many communities to teach reading ~l1lU 
other skills, that kind of inlenlctl0n pays tlivh.leml;; in numy ways. Churches. mosques, 
synagogues could consider exchanging congregations for.a day. 

I know that honest dialogue and exchange will liot he easy at lirs!. We need [0 get past 
detenslveness. fear, political correctness and other h.trriers to honesty. That may open 
wouuds, but that i" how we begin {he healing so that we may move raS[ them. 

/'.f,. ...,.1.. (""d... ... ,.A-. i'" h.}... bv-
What do we want,from all this? If we aghi6ve nothing mOI"\; th<.m talk, thHl will he 100 

little.@' we pr(JpO~()filing but policy ideas that are merely small £.sl,!,~!I'cs along t}le way, 
that wlll be too littlc~ But if 10 years from now, people can look hack and see that America's 
commitment to our ideals was rene\ved and reinvigorated and thai the rost~Mnrtjn Luther King 
generation finally shouldered irs fair burden in thi!' hislOric struggk, Iht:n this effort will have 
been a success. 
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Prom our carli!!.....! days, America has heen a heacon to the world, For two centuries, 
on every continent, people struggling for freL'tlolJ) IOllkeu to sec if nur "great experiment" 
would succ8'ed. Over the past century, we have taken our greatesl sirkle;; when WI! kn~w the 
whole world wu!' watching. Today, the pCt)ple of Bosnia and Rwanda and the Middle E:.lsl arc 
watching, With American ideas and ideals ascendent. with ancient raci;d and ethnic hatreds 
onCe again flaring around the globe, we must be a heacon, we must be Ihat Inst great hope for 
m~mkind. 

We may not ~ichicve as much as we want, htH let us St!l our aim as high as We can. Lei 
us ft:,solve that we shall overcome in !jUt' uay ;]oJ generation. We cannot he many Americas, 
We must be One America. We are One America. 

Thank you, God bless you and God bless America. 
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Th;; Presidel!!; Thank you. Yuu know. when I was a boy growing up in ArbnsHs. J thought it 
highly -- (Hppluusc) -- ltlwught it highly unlikely that J would ever become Prcsitkm or thc 
United SHiles. Perhaps the only thing t!vcn mOre unlikely \vas that J should ever have the 
opportunity to be cheered at the University of Tcxus. (Applause.) I must $uy ! ::tm very gratdl.:l 
for hotl! of them. (Laughter.) 

President BerdahL Ch::tneellor Cunningham, [kan Olson: 10 the Texas Longhom Band. thank 
YOli for pla}'ing Huil to the Chief. (Applause.) You were magnificent. (Applause.) To my 
longtime friend of nearly 25 years now. Bernard Rappaport. thank you for your statCI1lI.!!H and 
yuur inspiralion Hnd your life uf generous giving to this great Uni\'~fsity and so many mller good 
'::Jllses. (App!ause.) 

All :h.: distinguished guests in the audience ~~ I hesitate to start .~ bUi ! thank my friend and Y,)Uf 
fellow Te;.;.m. Henry Cisneros. for coming down hert: \vith me and for his magnificent 
wnrk as Secretary oj' Hud" (Applause,) 



I thank your Congn:sslllall. Lloyd Doggett and his \\'it~. Libby. foe flying dmm with m~. 
IApp~aL!sl.:.:, And rm glad tn sec my dear fricnd. Congn.'s':>l1lwl ,kl/,;.: Pi~kh.: here. ! miss y'(\~L 
{App);.lu~"",) Your Altomt.:y Genera!, Dan Mora[l.!s: th;.: Land ClllllmlSS!(1J)er. Garry 
~-bUl"O·· 1 thank all of them for being bere, (,,\ppluu$c.j 

Thank ytlu. Lw.:y Jolmso:l, fur being here, (Aprlml~t:.J And plca,>e gi\'!..' ill)' rl.:gards tl.1 y-nul' 
wnnde~ft11 intl(ht'f, v\pplall.5C,) 

Iluw I1t,( s:.:cn here ~. til..:!":: she is, Ami I huvl.' 10 n.:cognizl.' a:ld thank ;'IHlf l!.lf!l1cr 
COI1g:,,:,:ss\\\lInan and now distillgui!>bd Professor Barbara Jordan I~lr Ih..: lll.lgnlJk~!H joh Y"l\ did 
on thc immigration issue, (Applause.) Thank you so much, (t\pplauM.:.) Thank you. Thank , 
you. (r\ppbusc.) 

M~' 'will' told me about coming h,,;-rc so lllUl.:h, I wanted t(l COil1(C and s..;;: for Inysdf 
abo kno\v, us all of you do. thilt there is no such thing as saying no to Liz Carpcnt.:r. (Luughtcr.) 
J drug it out :IS long as ! could just In hear a fcw more jokes. (Laughter.) 

:Ody I'd low Americ&ns. ! want to begin by tdli:l£ )'llU lha! 1iIIl; twpcrui ahnlll f\(1)l.:rI(.':a. 
When r [no~~ed ut Nikn[c Bdl up here introducing me. und I shook bInds with thcst: other young 
SWtit:O(S ~- 1 looked into the-if eyes: 1 saw the AmcriCorps button on th;:n gemkmen's shirt u 

!applause}. I was reminded, as 1 t:llk about this thDrny su!~iecl of raCe tod:'IY. ! \Va, ft'mi!ltkd of 
what \vinslOll Churchill said about :lle Unilt:d States whcnl'residen! Roosevl'lt was try:ng to 
puss the Lcnd·Lease Act so that We cuuld help Britain in their \'\:ar against Nazi G;;nnany hl-'!im: 
wc. ourselves. \\'\:fC involved. And for a good while the issuc was hanging fire, 1\11d il was 
unclear \l;lh::l:er ll:c Congr;.;ss wou:d pertmt us In help Bril~lin, 'who at Ill:]: lime \\:!s [hi,: only 
bt:h\·~\rk ag;!inst tyranny in Eu:opc. 

And Winston Churchill said. "! ha\'~ great confld\!nc..: in Ill\! jlldgmt.:nt :l!ld the common 
:-.ensc of :hc Anll.:ri,,;:m people -<lad their ;cudcrs. Thc}, invi\riably do \:1-: right riling alkr (hey 
haVl' cxamint.:d cvery other rI[[crnmivc." (Laughtcc) So I say to y,lU. let me begiri ny saying that 
I can sec in lhe eyes of these studcnts and in the spirit of this moment. Wi>: will do the fight thing. 

In rt:cent wc~ks. everyone Df us has been mnde ,lwarc or a simple truth .- \vhit;., 
America!)s und blnck Americans often see the same world in drastically ditlcrcnt ways ~- ways 
th~t go beyond and beneath the Simpson trial and its aftermath. which brought these 
perceptions so starkly into the open. 

Tht' rift we sec bctore us thnt IS learing ut the heart or America I..'xists in spite of lhe 
t'I..'mnrkabk· !1rogres:; hltn:k Alm:ri~<Hls han! made: in tht: last generation, since 0,'lurtin Luther King 
swept Al11ericn up:n his ,iream. amll'!'esiden! .Johnson spok(.': Sl) powcr:Uly for til.: dignity PI' 

man u:ld tlw d..:stiny ol\km0craey in Jenwnding that Cnllgres~ gll:i:':iIl1ee full \'oting riglHs t(l 

hlm:·ks. Th.: rin between bla..:ks and whites e:\!$.[$ Slill in a very spt:dal way ill Amcl'ica. in 
spite of t:-tc fact that we ha\'e become much mort racially and ~lhnically diverse. and that 
Hispan:c ;\mt:fJcans ~~ themselves no stronger;; to discrimina:ion. -~ :lr..: IWW ul;n()st 1 {) pcrcl.!'n: or 
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tlUr tla!!()l1d populal:()!l. 

Th..: re,lsons for !his diYiJ!.: ar!.: many. SUnlt: are fO\Ht.'tI in the awful history and slllhborn 
persistence- of racism, Some 3rc romed in the dUrcrcn! \\-ays we l'xpcriencl,.'" the thr...:ms nr IlllxJ\!!'n 

:ilc:n rersol);::] s..:etlrhy, family va!w:s, and strong CUlTIt11lltlitle'i, Some are :'od!ed in t!ie fa!.:l that 
\\e stiillwvee'tlcarned to w:k frankly. to liSie-n can..'J'ully_ .:lod In wnrk lOt;dhcr ..H:l'OSS r'w.:iallines, 

/\!mos! 30 years ago. Dr. Martin Luther King took hts Ins! march with sanitation workers 
in l''''kmphis. They !l1:.!fi;hed for dignity. equality, and economic justk...,. r-,'faIlY carried placards 
tim! n.::~d simp):--. "1 am a man." The throngs ufmen mmchill~ in W;J;;hingln:l tmtdy. alnws; aU of 
them. ar..: doing so 1'01' the same s;atl.!u reuson. But there is ~I proftHlnd diiT~~n.>!ll:e bl:l\\,~~l'n this 
marcb h)d~ty and ihost.: of 30 yellr$ ago. Thtrty y.:ars ago. tht' marchers Wel'c <,.kmanding the 
dignity and opportlHtity they were due because in the face of (('rribl:.: discrJlnination. they had 
wnrkl,.'d hard. raised their children. p<Jjd lhtir taxes, oheyctl til.: laws. and lllugh! ollr wars. 

WdJ. today's llHifth is also "bout pride aml dIgnity and n:spi,!CL 13ut alh:r:l gcncfUtinn or 
d(,l'pcning ~ocial probkms that J!spmportionuldy 1111puct bhll:k ;\ml.:riL'ans. illS :1150 aboUl bla;,;k 
ll1~n wking n ..'newcd responsibility I,)r themsel\'cs. Ill'::lr rumijics. :md 
tih..'ir LJ.)m;llUnili~'s. (Appiau:;e.) It's aoollt suying no to t:rime ;md drugs and viuknt:e. It's aboll! 
standing up for UWlh.::n(:nt ami n:coI)wiliation. If:; <JhIHH insisting :h<11 othcr...; do th..: samc. :u:d 
ofleril1g \0 hdp them. h'.s abom til~ frank admission that unkss hlack men should..:!' thdr 10nd. 
!)o nne elsC' ~an help them or their brothe~. their sisters, and their !:bildren est:ape tht: hard. hleak 
lives that t00 muny of them still frlee. 

Or~ourse. so:n~ ofthosl' in the march do have a hi.-;tnI'Y that is ,!:Il< !hll)) i:s mc:ssag...: of 
alol1t..'ment nnd reo:.:-onciliation, On~ million men tin; right to be standing t:p !{}f PCl'SUl1u! 
responsibility. 13uI on~ million men do not make right one man's Illl'ssage of maHer.: and 
dh'ision. i.Applause,) No good housc was ever built on 11 bad il1l111d"tiVI\. Nothing gu!)d ..:\\:r 
e:l:ll~ llrJwte. Sn kt Wi pm)' !(Ida), that all Will) march and all \\ho sl~eak will stand fIX 
at{)n~ment, !()l' rc~nl1eili<ltion. Il)! ll'sponsihilily. 

Let tiS pray thalthosc who havc spoken for hatred and division ilt the P>J:;t \vill turn ~l\\'ay 
frOI:i tllm past and give \'oiet:: to the true message of those ordinary Amerienns who march. If 
thnl h;Jpp..:ns -- \.'tpplausd·· if that happens, the men nnd the women who an.: thercwiih them 
,;:i11 hI.: m~lrLhillg into bl.:ttcr lives !i}r themselves u:ld their !:l:11l1l.:s. And lh~y L:ou:d hl: llH',,;hing 
into (\ \:;cuer rutu!'1.: till' America. (Applause,) 

Today we fat:e a ..:hoicl! ~~ nne way lends to further s,epmulit'n and bittt,;rn~ss and mot'e 
lost rULm:s. The olher way. th~ path 0:" courage and wisdom, J,.:'lds to lI:1ilY .. 10 rL'cont:iji;.nlon. 10 

a nch \)rp~lnllnity for all Amerle:u)$ to nUlkl: the most of:h.: !l\"es Gml g<l\,;: them. This: mO!llI.:Ht 
in whieh the r:h.:iaJ divide is so t:karly out in {hl: op..'n nt:t:d nnt Ix: <I sl.:tback for us, It presents til:> 

with n grt::at \)pportunity" and we dare not let it puss us by. (Appl:msc,) 

!n tIle past when we'vc had the coura~e to fuel: tho;;: truth aoout our 1',)11'.1(1.; In jivc lip 1\l Ollr 

\H\'l! ~Cl:>t ideals. wc'v,,: grownslrongl.'r, moved fbr\vnrd llod f;:.shH~d pnlllli A1il.:nC~!Il optimi.s:m 



At such itlming points Amt:rica moved to preserve the union and ab,Jli!ihctl Shl\'Cf\,: to 

I..:ll1hrm:l.:w(ll11cn's Sl1tTrag~: to gllaranlc~ ba~it: [ega: right!' tn AnKrica wHhmll regard to m;;c. 
lllk\::r Ihe kader.... hip of Pre~ident Johnson. At e::u.:h of these mom~m~. WI,,' k,nkt:'c in the nuti,)lIal 
mirror and 'st:'re bnl\'c cnough to say. this is not who wc afC: \\"I..:'r~ h~tler than that-

Ahrah:ml Lincoln r.:mindcd us that <I liou;}c di .... id...d against itsclfc;l!ll1<.'[ stand. Whcn 
dj"tsinllS haye thre;,(<.:l1cd !ll bring our house dowli. somehow \\c hayc always movcd togi,,'thcr ttl 
Sh()ll' it up. :"\.'\; feLuw Americans, our JlOU5C is ihe grcat.:st d;:nHH.:rary ill all human Ilis,in)" 
And \\'ltl1 :111 its ral:ia: :Il)d dlinie diversity. li has beaten the odds nrhum:m history. Hut w\." 

know that division!> n:main. and \\"C still ha\'\: work to Jo. (t\pplausl,.·) 

The :wo wt)rkls W.: s\.'t! !iow t.::.u.:b ct)lltuin both [ruth and disl(lrtIUl1, I~Olh b!a.:k al~d \\hi;..: 
t\mt:ri.:ans musl. lite\." this. ihr honl.':5ty is the ooly gntcw:IY 10 the many ~H.:ts Ill' n~l:()nl:iii;\ti!Jn,lhat 
\\ill unit:.: .mr worlds 3t ktSl into Olil..' America. 

Wbite America must ulldnstund and acknowledge the roots of black pain. It began with 
unequal trcatnwn! linlt in law and later in fact. Afncatl Americans indecd haw lin.:d too long 
with ;j j ~t.;t;((' systl."ll1 thm in tuo mallY cases: lws beel! and t.:nl'.tjn~It.·" hI be Ie:;" than just 
IApplau,-;<:.) The rCi,:ord OI'HnUSeS cxtt.'nds from lynchings and tl'llll1pt.'d up ~harges to [~lls\.' am:sts 
and pollee brutality. The tmgcdies or Emmett Till and Rodney King are blond)' markers OJ) the 
V""fy s;tm;.: road. 

Still today 100 many of our police olT:i,:e(5 piny b:: the nth::; of the had old d~IY!i. It is 
h;.:yuml wrong when low-abiding hlack parents have to tel! their 1:IW-:lhid1l1g chilJn:n 10 fl.::m lh\.' 
pllJict' \\'iJose !ialaries arc paid by their own taxes. (Applans;.:,) 

And hlncks art.! rig,ht to think somt'tiling is terribly wrong w:len Affican Al1l1.:rican l!)~tl 
an: many tilDes Innl!.: likdy to he \'i1.;tims or homicide tban any (I(hel' gl(lUP ill this COl\;Hry: \\';I .... n 
111':r<..' an: mon: A/rican ,.\mcri\.:im mcn in our corrections system than ill "ur l'ollegcs: whcn 
ahlll1S1 on..: ir. :hrc..: African American m<.:n in their 10s nrc either in jail. on parok \ll' o:lu:["\\'I$C 
tlnd!.']' til;.: sllpervisil)l) (Jt' tho.; cri:ninaljllstke systcm -- nearly ,Jm: \11 lhre\.', :\IU.1 :!mt i." ;; 
disproportionale percentage in comparison 10 lhe percentage of blu;,,;l\$ \\'110 use drugs in our 
sod;:t)' Now, I \\\mld like every \.\'hitc person here 31ld in America to tat.:"::l momcm 10 lhink 
how ht' or sbe would feet :1' m~e in tlm:e white men were in simi!;.!!' dn.:ums::';':ll:CS. 

And there is still unacceptable economic disparity Oct\\'CI..'11 bbeks and whites. It is so 
:hs:llonahlc to talk today about Arrit:an Americans as if they hu\'c b>.:";:;1 .solilC SOl'.. u!' protci,:l>.:d 
class. ~hllY whites think blacks are getting more than their lair sh;lrl..' in {crllls o(nhs ami 
promoliol1s. That is nol true. That is not true. (Applause.) 

Til;.: truth is that African Americans sti!1 make on U\'i,:r:'g;.: ar,)l!{ (-,0 po:rcent nfwhat white 
l"X;nplc do: that more thmllw.lf of Africtll1 American i,:hildren !iVI.! in ptlvcny. And at the vl.!ry 
lime (lUI' young t\nu.'ric.:lns n~eJ i,iC-ceSS 10 eoU..:gc more than e\'~r hcfnre. hlal:k ~Hllcgc 
enrollmentl:; tln,pping in America. 
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On the nth~r hand. blacks must lIndi.!r~tand and aL'knowlcdg.: !b~ !"Hnll:; oJ' wli:lc :1:<1r in 
America. There is tl h.'gitimme lear or lhe violencl.! 111m is [lill pn:\'aknl in tJlfr urhaJ! ,1l'l'aS; :ll1d 
dl"v,;1) by ~:\peri..:ncj,,: ur ni le;)s1 \\'bL pl..'upk SI.:I.! 0:1 the !lews ~\! night. \'iokncc Ii)!' thuse whitt: 
pi:opk tdO oft~n has n bluck l:ti:c. 

It l::ll't racl!:>t thr a pan..'n! to pH!! his or her child dosi: when walking thriHlgh a high-crime 
lll.'ighhorlwnd. lIr tI. \\ish \0 stay away from neighborhoods wherl' illl1oc.:m \'!1Ht!r;;n can he sllllt 
in so.:l)o(1\ (11' standing at btls stops by thugs driving by with a:,su~llL m..'np-.ms or toting hamlglals 
Iih' (lId Wl.!st desperadDs. (Applause,) 

It isn't radst I()r parents to recoil in disgust when they read about u national survt.:y !)f 
gang memh.~rs saying that 1\\0-1h;rd5 of them icc! jl1stifkd ill sbooting SlllHt.:oel' simply for 
;;Iwwing th,:m ,.t;srespect. It isn't racist for whites to say they don':. undcrswntl \vhy people put up 
witltgang5 on tbe corner or in the projects. or with drugs being sold in the schools or in 111i.: npi:n. 
It's llot !'UCi:it for wbitc~ to ttSSctl Lhm the C~llturC of \vc1t:':ri.: depcnden..:y. tlUl~t\!:'wcdlnck 
pregnmic)' and absent j'.lthi.:rhood cannot be bruken by socini programs llnkss then: is !irst more 
pi:!'sonal r~,;pollsjbility, (Appluuse.) 

Tilt: great poten:ial ror this march today, beyond thi.: hlack cnnll1HmilY, is that whiti.:s \vill 
\'ome t\) ;it.:C a larger truth •• that blacks ~lare thdr ,1<:tIf!i a:ld c:nbra...:e Ill..::!' ":OIW1Clio:1S: ope;,ly 
as!icrI that \"\'ithout cilanges 111 the black community and within indivitiu.!l::>. r~al change for om 
~n..;kty will n()! cum.:, 

This nwn.:h could rcmind white people thalll1()st nlack 
pl.'1.1ph: sbare tlldr old~j(lshioncd Anu:ricun \'tl!u.£§. u (applause) -- 1i.)1' 
m1.1st black Amcricans s!lTfJll work hard. carl' tix their familics, pitY 
Ihel!' taxes, anJ obey the luw, ollen unLil'f circlllHstances wbidl an: 
fat' morc Jilli;;uh than those their white counterparts face, 
(Appian:>...,,) 

fmaglIle how you wOllld feci ifyou \VCfe a young pi.lfl.!n1 in your 20s \\'ith a young child 
Ijvillg in a hou.sing project. wOfking somewhere for $5 un hOllr Wi1h t)(l health insuram:.;, pas,Smg 
cwt'Y day p!:npk on the street selling drugs, making !OO limes what you maKe, Th(ls~ peopk arc 
tll..: tea! h .... n'cs of Am<:rh.:u today. and we should recognize time (Applausl.:.) 

i\nd white p.:oph.: lOo otten ii..)rget th:lt they (1fi: not i!:10;',.lJ1¢ ~\l th,,; prohk:!1ls bhd 
Am.....ricalls fi.K'C ~~ cnme. drugs. domestic abtl$\!. and t","t:n pr<:gnancy, TIl..:y ~!n': {tM prcvakl\t 
<In long whi[,::;. as wdl. and some oftlh}se probh:ms are growing 1£I;;h:r in!Jur white lwpulmion 
th~\[) in (lUI' Illinority population, (Applause.) 

Sll WI.' all ba\''.: a swke in solving thcse ~Ol1l!1l()11 probl!.!n1s :0l:!-ct!lo.:r. It is Ihcn::t'\lfC wrong 
11.)1' wbile Americans to til) what they have done tOQ often simply to movc further <lv,:ay li'om Ihc 
prohh:ms and support policies lhat will only make them WllrSl!, (t\ppl:tll~":,) 

Finally, bnlh side'S secm to fear deep dmm inside that they'll :\C\'I.:I' quite h.: able to sec 



...om:!! otllt;:1' HS more than enemy faces. all orwhom carry at least a .sll\'cr {)(bigotry in their 
hearts, Dltrercnecs oropinion rooted in diflcrent experiences are !walthy. indeed esscn:ial. illr 
,!cmucrad\,s But diflcfi':llCCS so gl\~al and so ro01l..;d ill ra!.:e t;lreatell In dh';d;.; !he hOlls,: M:, 
Lincoln gn,,'I..' his lite to save. As Dr. King said. "We must learn ttl Ilye In:;ethtT 
as brotht;:rs. or m,' will !,erish as !t)ols," (Applause.) 

RC!;,lgllizing one another's real grievances is only the iiI'S; SlCp, We IUU;:;t ,.11 wkl.' 
responsihility lor ourselves. our conduct and OUI' attitudes. Aml."ricn. Wl' must dean our hotlsc of 
r:teisl1l. (Applause.) 

To our whitt.' ci!izens. I say. I know most of you <;:\'I.~r day d,) your n.!ry lx:st hy your own 
lights.~ Itll!"!.!:l life free ofdiscriminatiofl. Nevcrtheless. too many de.s!rllcti\'c ideas ;;Ife gaiEing 
;;urrC11l':Y in (im litid:-:'L The tHpcd \';)~i.:C or onc polkcman :;;houklliE YOli \\-ith outrag...:. 
!Applause,) And so [ say. we I11UFt ckal11he hou::c or \1,'111>..: Amcr;<.:<\ \1 i- 1'<!l.'ism, AnH.'t'icans wbo 
an..' in tbe whit!.' mt~iority should be proud tn stnnd liP and be ht.:ard denoum:ill.g tbe SPrl of 
radsl rhetoric \Vc 11I..':lrd on Ihat tape --::;n loudly and ekur!y dl,.'t1011IKing it. ihm our hl~;t.:k f::llow 
eitizc:l.s ..':l;l hl'dr ~I.'i, \Vhite racism may b..: black p::oplc's burden. bdl it's white pel.!pk's probkm, 
(Applaus..:.) We must i,!k~n our house. (Appl(lllse.) 

To O'.lr black citizens. I honor the presence of hundreds ortl:ousands o(nh':;) in 
Washingtnu today. committed 10 aloncm..:nt and 10 pel'sonal n:spollsibi:ity. and tht: tommiunent 
of millions of othel' men and Wt1l11Cn who mc African Americans to this cause. 1eHIt upon 
you :0 build on this dTorL to share equally in the promise ~}jf\lll~rk(L Ikt In do :hat. )"mr bllll~\!. 
l(ill, mUSt b!~ ;:bmcu ofrac;sm. There me too many tmby -- (app:ause) -~ tl1.:rc af!.! tno Inun)' 
today. white and blad, on the left and tht;: right. on the street comers and 1'~H.Ii() wav!.!s. who sCl.'k 
In snw di\'i:;!on for their own purposes. To them I say. 110 more. Wt.: lllust be nne. (t\ppIUtlSl,,") 

Long bc:tm.:: \VC were,\it) diverse. our nation's 11.10110 \\'us E Pluribus Unum ~~ nul or many. 
we m~ one. We mu.st be one -. as neighbors. as fellow citizells: not S<'1J<u';lh.' ~~amps. but I:Ullily-
whitt'. bind:. Latino. al! of us. no maUer how diftt.:rent. who shnn..~ hastc Amcri.::,m values and :m: 
wiiling 10 live by tht.'m, 

When u child is gunned down on a stn;;ci in the Bronx. no matter whm our nll'C. Ii(' is pur 
!\!11erie~l!l ..:hUtt_ When a w!)man di~s from a beating, no mailer whrH ,lUI' rae\.' ur hl:l's. sill.' I:: l'IlI!' 

t\lll~Tican siSler. (Applause.) And en.:ry tin!e drugs cours.: ll:rollgl: :l1c vel:) of :IlHlther child. it 
douds the future of all our American children, (Applause.) 

Whether \vc Ii;';e It or not. we are one nation. one bmily. indivi;;ihl.::_ And ;'0:' LIS. dh'ore;,' 
Ill- separation arc not uptions. (!\pplnuse.) 

Hele. in ]1)()5. on the edgl,! oCthe 21st century. we dare H(1t to!t:rate!:lc l'xi5t~acc of t\\'o 
Amcrl\.'~js. Under my watch. I witl do everything 1 can to see t[tat as snol1 as: possible there is 
only on~ -~ one America under tht: rule oftaw: one social C0nlr:lct commitled not to winner take 
aiL but to giving all Americam; a chance to \vin -- onc America, it\pplaw;,,;.) 



Well. how do we get thl.'l'c'! First today r ask every 
governor. t~\'cry mayor. every husi:)t's$le:ldcr. every church !l'~ldl'r, 
l'\'l'ty civ~..: kaJer. ",'\'cry union :Hcward. c\'l'ry s:udent katler ~- 0:1','1 

important. eVL!ry citizen ~- in every workplace and learning plact: alid 
mCl.!:ling plw:\.' all oemss America wInk\!: per$(l(ml responsibility fnr 
rC:lChing out In Pl'tlplt:: o( dlfli.:n.'llt racc..,: f{)f taking tim:.: II) sit 
do\vn and ht:k throu<.!h lhi;;: bsu..:: to have tho,; eoul'ucc h) Slh:ak . ~ 

h'1tlcstiy and frankly: nnd then to hDVC' the discipline to Jistl'll 
quietly \\'ill::m open mind and un t)JXl) h...:an, as (j1h..:l':; do the sam..:, 
!t\pr!;-HI~l',) -

Thi:; may seen lik;: a simple xtluest. but for tens of:ilt!lions l)f A:m:rirans. lhis has 
ne\'(:r been ~I J'l'(liity, They tl ..l\'''; neVer spoken. und th..:y huvc m:\',,'j' iisklh..'d·· 11Pt r~ally. nol 
n..:~tlly. \Appbusl:,) ! Hn~ cunvinced. based on a rkh Iilclime or frk<ndsl1ips and eomm\Jn 
"'nd!,"~t\'nrs with people nfdit1crcnt ract:s. that the Am~rit'~m rx:opl~ will lind liUl Ihl:Y have a lo! 
mur;.' in cnmmun than they thigk they do. (Appli.lllsc') 

Tht: second tbing we hU\'l: [0 do is to defend and cnhanc~ rt.:al oppmtunity. I'nl not 
tttlking ahmn opportunity for blm.:k Americans (if opportunity for while Americ:ms: I'm talking 
about llpp()n~lllity fix :1[1 Americans. (Applause.) Sooner or lah:r. a:1 nur ~IK'aki!lg, all our 
li!llcning. all our caring has h1 lead to clInstruclive actIon togcther for our w;\fds and our 
intt:ntions 1U ha\'c m!.:~l!1ing. We crm do this iirsl by Iruly rewarding \\'ork and I~mily in 
gO\'J..!r:l!1)ent pnlici-:s. in employml'lll policies. In community pl';u;ticL's. 

WI.' als,-, bn\'c (0 n.:alizl.: that lh.:rt; arc some afCWi of uur country·· whether in urban arc as 
or 1'\101' rura! are~1S lik.: south Texas or t;astem Arkansas -- whefC 11~ese pmbk'ms lin; going to be 
JIlon: pn.:vaknt .lust I~ 111'';1~;': is 110 'pportu!li~y. Thl'r;;: i$ only S(l 11::1\.:1: 11.'t:)Pt~lIi()1l some ......... 
P':(lP!C <.:~m st'~uld w111:11 they \\1m up against >l brick wall day ,Irkr day ull.:r tby_ And if Ive .:an 
spn.'U1.l tl1l.: hencfits or education nod frc!.' enterprisc to thosc wlln htl\'!.: becn dcnl!.'d tl'i;.:m ton long 
und who are isnluh:d in enduvcs in this country. then wc have a !nor:!! ohHgalion to do it. [I wIii 
be g0ud fur our country. (Applause.j 

Third and pl'rhaps mosl important of nil, we bave to glVl,; \!vcry child in lhis country. a:ld 
I.:\\~;y aduh who still needs it. till.:' oppurtunity to er.ct ,\ g"o{:L~d\lcutjun:.. (Applal1s':.) PrL'side:H 
Johnsun umkrstoml {hul. and nuw lhat 1 am privilcgt:d ~o have this job und to 10uk hack across 
th!.: whole sweep or American history. I CUI! appn..~iatc bow truly hislorie his: (Ol11l1lltmem'w thc 
simple idea lhal every child in this country ought to have an npponunity III gd [I goud, $:11:':, 
lb:cnt. fulJlUing ducmion W,!.S, [t was revolutionary then. ~md it is rC\'(1!utionary \\\day_ 
(Applause.) 

Today that 1lIl.llter:n1l0n.! than cvt:r. l'm trying ;\,i do my p:irL ! \1:11 !i~h:illg h:l:,d aguinsl 
dTorts hI 1'(',11 ba\!k l::unily security. aio to distresseu cOlllmunhks. and suppnn Jill' \!dUC;'ltioJ1. ! 
want illil bl." cusler for poor children to get off to a good start in $chooL 110! harder. I \\,~\I1ll! ttl 

he casi;:r !1J[' everybody to go In t:ollegc and stay there. not kmkl'. (ApplaUSe.) I WOllt III !11,::ld 
clnirmativc acttl)!l, hill do EO\ thill].;: America is at a nbcc ;pday \\'h~'r..: \\';,,' \:Utl .:nd iL 'I'll..; 



13tH let us n:mcmi:"<'r. the p..:ople marching in Wash11:gll'l1 tpday W\.' rig I:! :rhoc: IlO": 
Ilmdamcnt:d tbing at its base, this iSSlll.' of r'KC is not .lb0t11 govcmmelH or poJitir:,llleadt:rs: itn 

is about wl1<.l1 is In tbe heart andtTiL' mmds and [tic of 111-: Amcrlc:!H_p!.;VPk. There will h~ 
prowess IlllhC":lbscnce or rca! n.:sp,msibllity on [he parr uf ;:tIl Amcrie:u'..), No~\'hcrt' is th;n -_ 
rJSpc,nsibility mol\:' important than in our dlorts to promote public Sa!elY and pr~ 1111: fUll: ,,1' 
L1\\:. 

Law :md (lHler is lite tirst responsibility (l/' gO\'ctflme:11. Ou!' citlzl.'HS lllust r<:spct:!: Iho..: bw 
and those ,\-h~) enfon:c it. Police han: a life and oeuth n.:spnnsihility lh:n;L 11('\'!,:r to ~lbllse Iht: 
power granted them by the people. We know, by the way. what works in lighting cr:mc .tlso 
htlPIx:ns III imr!'(lVc r¢lmionsliips bl.!t'wcen the raccS. 'Alhat works in ~ibhting crinh: i~ l:olllll;:lnity 
policing. Wl' havc sct'!l it working all across America. Thr.: crime rate !s d\}\vn, Thc murder rate 
is dllwn where people rdat;: to J;![lch other acruss the lines of pnlier.: lind cornnHII:,ty in ~m open. 
hnl1cst. n:spc(,.'tt"llJ. supportive W<.IY, \VJ;! can rOWer crime ~1I1;J :-aist: t)w Slate 0:' r;KC rdati,)j1s ill 
:\mJ;!rlca ifwc wili rcml.:mber this simple truth. (Apphllls\.\) 

But iflhi.s is goin~ to work. police dcparttnC'{HS have ttl b\.' f:tir and engaged wilh, not 
c~trallgo::d !io;"n" tlh.':rcOlHt1lt:t1ltics. Jam wmmlHed to making this kind ,,(community pc-.Hdng a 
reality ~1I1 across our COlletr!', But ~\lll Iilust be commiut:d (0 maKing ii ,I rC<llity in ypur 
communities. We ha\'t' to roOI IlUI the n.:llinanls ofradsm in our police departmel1ls. \\\.-'\'<.:" got 
to g\.-'t it mit nr our entire Cl'i:11inal ju;.;tiee systcm. GUI jusl as lhe puli;.;..: !:av,", a sacrcd dt:ty tu 
protCI.'t the cnmnHlIlity Htirly.llH nfom citizens have a sacred rcspnnsihility to respect tht, police: 
to teach \)ur young people to res[X'ct rhem; ,3nd then 10 SliPPOrl them and wMh: with tl1':l11 so thaI 
they cm Sll{:c¢t'd in making us safer. (Applause.) 

Ld's 1:01 forge:, most police omcer!: ofwhatevcr nlel: an: hnm:;,( people who!ovc the law 
and pm their lives on the tines -::;0 that the citizens they're protecting can lead Ui:Ci,.'I1L secure 
li\"Cs. and ,,(I thelt thcir children can grqw up to do the same. 

Fi!~tdly, ! want to say, on the day of this march. u moment about:t en:dal url'a or 
r;:sptll1sibility -- the ro::spo:lsibility of fatherhood. The sin,:;1c higgest socia! prohlem ill nul' 
sodct;; may be the growin!$ abs....nce of I~Hhcrs from their children's homes, because it eontriblltl!s 
\n so many other $llc:al prohlems, One child in four grows IIp in a fali1l.!fll:ss hom..:. Wl!h(l~I!;! 

f;ltller 10 help guide. without n t~uh<:r to can.:. without a t~Hh~r to ,ew:h hoys to Ii<..' men :md w 
teO,ch girls ttl expect n;spcet from m¢l1. it's harder. (Applause.) Then..' nn: a lot of mothers OUI 
thef\.' doing a magnincent job alone -- (app!ausc) --:;t magniJ;,;;cn! j(lh nlnnc, but it is tl;!rdcf. 

It is harder. (;\pplause.) This. of course. is nOl a black problem or a Latino prnhlt:m or a white 
pruhlcm: i; is af, l\merican problem. But it aggravates til..: l.:tHKJ:t:UllS PI' :lIe raei:;! di\ id...:. 

I know fmm my own life it is harder because my own falher ;.Ii\.'d bd'ore I was bOn). ~lI,d 
:ny slCpllllilds b~ulc nth alcohol kept him from being :hc t~th;:r he mig.ht han: heen. But !t')f 

all f:uht:rs. Farcnting is n01 easy and eva)' parent makes mistakes. I knmv tl;'1i. hlo, from my own 
expt:rience. Th(' point i~ {hilt \ve need people to be- then: for their cl1lJdr...:n day aner day, Building 



:t ILlmily b th~ ha:-ckstjob a man cun do. but il s also tll\.: most impm-tanc 

FIJl' those who ;:m; neglecting tbei:, ..:hlldrcll, I say it is ill)! (no lute: ynur I,;hildren still 
net..'rt ynu. To those who only send money in lhc form ot' child support. i say keep sending thi,..' 
ch.:cks: ynm kids ('ount on them, and wc'll c,JLch you and cnlnn:c llll' Jaw if you stop. (AppJuus\..',) 
Btl: the message- or this march tooay ~- one message is that your mOlley is no n.;placcmenl 1"0:' 
Y,ll!!' guiding. your <..:aring. yliU h)\'ing II:c children Y(lU brought into thi" wnrltL {Applause.} 

We .:an only build strung families when mcn and women resp~ct cach Pllter: wl1:.:n th...·y 
have p,lrim:r.'ihips: when lHl.!l1 an: as involvt:d in thl.! homcplace- as \\'(lmcn have bCCOlllt..' ill\'olvl.!d 
in th,; \\l:irkpJacc. (Appbusc.) It l!leanS, ~l.:nong other ~hillgs. !h~H \\.,: 11HI$1 kl.:l'p wmking ulltti 
\;:~ \'!l1d dtllll\.!stlc "jukl)cC <lgoinst Wil n1>-:n and \.!hildrcn, (Appl;u:s..:.) ; hop...: thus!,.' m...:n in 
\Vashi:lgJoll h1day pkdg\.! Hltlling olh~r things to never. m.'\';,:1' !"dis.: tb.:i:· h:::ld in ,<ill.:!;.:\? 
against a \\\}!mn tApplausc.) 

So today, my fdlow Americans, I honor thl.: black llicn marching in Washington to 
d\!l1hlt1::>tratl,.' th .... lr I,;tltllmitm\.!llt to themsd\'l.!s, their f~milic$, and their ct>mmllll:lll'S. J hoam thl.: 
millions ur lD...·n and women ill I\merici\, the V~lst majority .of \.!Vt'ry C01(lL who wi:hou! f;llll:lrl.: ()j" 

n:;.;ogni!ion dn wha: il [,!kl's to ht: ~oud n:tt~l\!!'S and good r:lOlhcrs. gll(ld \\'orKl'rS and good 
citizens, They ~1l deservc thc thanks of Amc:rka, (Applause.) 

Bm when WI? leavc herc todaj'. what are ynu going to do? What arc Y(lU going to do? Let 
ai!-o\"w; \\'bo want to stand tip against radsm do our part W roll back th..: divide, BL'gin by 
!i~i:king {lUi pcopi1: lnlllt: "\lorkplacc. the ckssroom, the COllll!1!llllly. Ih..: ncighhorhood across 
11lwn. tll..: placcs of worship tn actually sIt duwn and have lhllS~ l!nnC":.t cO:lVc;sations I lalkt'd 
<1b011t -- ,,;ol1vcrs;.nions \\'ill.!fe we speak openly and listen and Undl'fsrand !lI'\\' ,lli!t..'rs \'it'w 1his 
world of ours. 

i\-lah no mishlkc abou! it we call hridge this great di\'id~. This is. Hiler all. a \'cry grca! 
CtHIlHl'y. !\ml \\';: Jw\'c b..:;,;.,m;,; great by what wc have ovcrcome. \V.:. 11:1\'\'.' 1;1>.: \\'nrld'$ 31rnn~cst 
i,;CU!iOlny. and 1:'5 on till.:" movc, nut W":\'l' rcally lasted beci.wsc w..: hml' tlndCl'bwnJ tln!t nur 
SlIcel'SS could llt.:·\'~:r be measured solely by the- size of our Gross Nal.ional Product. {Appl'Hlsl..'.} 

I bdievc the mnn.;h in Washington today spawned sllch an outpouring because it is a 
I'dkdioll of something ikcper and slrong!..')" that is running througlHlllt our t\mo.:rican c('mnHlllity, 
I hdkw that in millions Hnd million~ of diCicn:nt ways, our elltir...: C;ltmtry iCi n:a%.:rt1ns our 
co;nmttmcnt to the Ix:dru..:k values lhat m~ldl.! our country grcat ;:md that make life \\"onh li ving. 

Th',: grem divides of the past calliof and were addressed by !t'gul Md lcgislati\'l,;' ch;inge~. 
Tll!..';, Wel\! addn:sscd by lenders like Lyndon Johnson, who pass!..:".! the CIvil Right.s Act :md the 
V\lj;llb\ Rights :\et. (Applal1sl'.) And to bc SUfe, this great divide n:ql1i;..:s a ptthlic rcsponsl..' oy 
dcmnL:I'!l:ic.)lIy-c\cetcti lcudcrs. But today we ml' rcally ck:aling, and we kiln\\, it. with pn1hk-m,S 
tbat grow in large mea$lIr~ out of the way all of us look at thl: world with our minds ,md tilt: way 
we !cd abuut lhe world with our hearts. 



And thcn.:forc. whilL' leaders and legislation lllay bc important. Ihis is work thai has to be 
donc by cvery single one of you. (Applause.) And this is the ultimate test of our dClllOl.:racy. li)r 
today tht: hOllst: divided exists largely in the minds and hl..!<lrts or the American penpk. And it 
must be united there in the minds and hearts of our pt:ople. 

'{es. there arc some who would poison our progress by selling shun tht: great character 
of our people and our l'normous capacity to change and grow. nut they will not will the day: \\'c 
will \"in th:: day. (Applause.) 

With ytlur help -- with yqur help -- that day will COIllt: a lot soon!.:r. I will do my part. 
hut you. my lello\\' citizt:ns. mllst do yours. 

Thank you. and Clod hlL'ss you. (Applause.) 

End 10:15 A.M. Cdt 


