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Thank you for inviting me here, and thank you for offering our nation a shining exampic
of diversity and strength. Here, vou have bovercome old houndaries of race and national origin.
You have blazed new paths in science and technology, and explored the new horizons of the

Pacific Rim and Latin America. All that and more mark UCSI) as one of the cutting edge

universities of the nation - a naiversity for the 21st Cenitry,

Today, we celebrate your achievements at 2 golden moment for our nation. The Cold
War is over, with freedom ascendant around the globe. Our economy is the healthiest in a
generation and the strongest in the world. Qur culture, our science, our technology are on the
cutting edge. Social problems -- from crime to poverty « which for so long seemed destined to

deepen, are now bending to our eiforis,

Mot s¢ long ago, some were predicting our decline, lnstead, we have eniered a new era of

American leadership, bringing us to the eve of 2 second American century,

Admitedly, we face serious threats to our forward march. At home, we must find ways

tor build our economng strength; we must prepare for the moment when your parents generation



retires; we must harness the powerful forees of science and technology so they serve the public
good. Abroad, we must build new institutions and new alliances for peace, and do endless battle

against terrorism and drugs to the spread of new and deadly weapons of mass destruction.

But the greatest challenge we face is also our greatest opportunity: Can we become the
world’s first truly multiracial, multiethnic democracy? Will we be one America in the 21st

Century?

Within the next three years, right here in California, no single race or ethnic group will
make up a majority of the state’s population. Already § of our largest school districts draw
students from over 10 different racial and ethnic groups. At this campus, 12 Nobel Prize
winners have tanght or studied -- from 9 different countries. And half a century from now, when
your own grandchildren are in coliege, it is entirgly conceivable that a majority of the population

will be Latino, African American, Asian American, Native American and other people of color.

We know what we will look like -- but what will we be like? Can we be one America,
respecting, even celebrating our differences, but embracing even more strongly what we have in

commuon?

Our hearts long to answer yes, but cur history reminds us that it will be hard. The ideals

that bind us fogether are as old as our nation, but the forces that would pull us apart are not new



- and the striving to surmount them 1s the story of America.

We were bomn with a Declaration of Independence which asserted that if is seif evident

that we are all created equal <~ and a Constitution that enshrined slavery,

We fought a bloody civil war to abolish that stavery and preserve the union -- but we

remained a house unequal and divided for another century,

We advanced across this continent in the name of freedom —~ vet in so doing we pushed
the Native Americans off their land and into reservations, ofien crushing their culture and

destroying their livelihoods.

Qur Statue of Liberty welcomes poor, tired, huddled masses of immigrants to our shores

« but each new wave of thern hag felt the sting of discrimination.

In World War I, Japanese Americans fought valiantly for freedom in Europe, taking

great casualties -~ while their kinfolks back in America were herded into internment camps.

In our own time, no one doubts we are closer to our ideal of one Amertea than in the past,

but no close observer denies that there is still discrimination, stereotyping and misunderstanding

in America that keeps our house divided.



The complexity of these issues has multiplied with our growing diversity, To be sure,
there is old, unfinished business betweern black and white Americans. Wesee it inacis of
discriminarion, in the assault on affirmative action without any effective aiternative, in grossly

disparate views held blacks and whites about the faimess of the criminal jusiice system.

Dlut the classic American dilemma in many ways has become a new dilemma. We see
tension between blacks and Hispanie customers and their Korean or Arab grocers. We'see a
resurgent anti-Semitism, even against college students. We see stereotyping of immigrants, even

those who through hard work and family spirit, have succeeded in their new land.

In spite of all these difficulties, our society is more integrated than ever, More of us share
neighborhoods, work, school, social and community activities, religious life, even love and
marriage across ractal lines, than ever before. More of us enjoy cach other’s distinctive cultures

-~ and learn from each others varied experiences ~- than ever hefore,

And that is more important than gver before, for our nation of many nations now
compeies in a global economy, America has just one 20th of the world's population, bat one
fifth of i1s wealth. The only way for our cconomy to continue to grow is to export - ta s¢il the
fruits of our enterprise and creativity 1o the 95% of the world’s consumers who live beyond our

borders. Americans, drawn from every country and every culture on earth, are uniquely

-



positioned to link our land with the rest of the globe through currents of commerce and

communications.

‘This new era can be 4 time when America’s brilliant diversity illuminates the entire
globe. We can prove 1o the people of the world, torn by modern rivalries and ancient ethnic

hatreds, that freedom and democracy are the best organizing principles for a multiracial society.

50 even though our past was poisoned by racial division - and our present remains
infected with it -~ and the rest of the world, from Bosnia to Northern [reland to the Middle East o
Africa, shows how deep the destructive impulse of racial division is -~ there is still more cause
tor hope than fear, 1 we face the facts; if we speak with and listen to each other regpectfully and
honestly, and if we work together in concrete ways 1o build our One America, we can go beyond
the darker side of cur own history. We can lead the world away from its racial hatred. We can

build one America.
The problems we face
We have 1o start by facing the facis and facing up to cur problems.

Three decades ago, when [ was the age of those graduating today, oll Amenca saw the

brutality of police dogs set on civil rights marchers in Birmingham, and they saw the dignity of



Cesar Chavez fighting for workers rights in the farm fields, and they saw the streets of cities in
flames during vrban unrest, Most Amencans agreed then on what the problems were. But, while

*

we know we still have problems, we're not sure what they are or why we still have them,
[ We will insert more from 1 Beli e as we look through it ]

It is a myth that people in the inner cities don’t want o work. When work has come, the
respaonse has been overwhelming., When a new hotel opened in Chicago 4 years ago, 3-thousand
people lined up in bilter cold, some of them waiting ovemight to be the first to apply for work.

in Harlem, New York, a study found that there were 14 applicants for every fast-food job.

It is 2 myth that most Hispanics are immigrants. They are not. Two-thirds of Hispanics

i1 our nation are U.8.-bom, and many have been here for generations.

it is a myth that new immigrants don’t want to learn English. They do. In fact, the
demand for English as a sccond language classes is so great, that keeping up is a challenge. In
Los Angeles, classes are offered round the clock; in New York, there s a X month waiting lis; in

xxxx. And most Latino immigranis see bilingual education as a2 way ot to reinforce Spanish,

but to learn English,

We need to get past the myths if we are going to understand each other, and we need to



understand each other to work together. For all the progress we have made, whites and blacks,
Anglos and Latinos, Asians and others -- we still live in different worlds, and we see the same
realities in very different ways.

{Today, one third of blacks surveyed, and more than half of whites surveyed, believe that
blacks make up as much as half of our population, instead of the 12% that is reality.] [we don’t

think this proves miuch]

Today, most whites believe that blacks have achieved equality with whites on the issues

that set off the civil rights movement. But the numbers tell a different story:

Every American shouid know -- but few do -- that whites earn 60 percent more than

African- Americans.

Every Amertcan should know - but few do - that whites are xx times more likely to have

aceess to health care for their families.

Every American should know - but few do -~ that whites are twice as likely to graduate

from college than African-Americans,

Bvery American should know - but few do -- that the problems of black and white are



not the probiems of three decades ago. The black middle class has grown fourfold since Dr.
King's murder. But the rate of poverty among black children is the same -~ cut off from the

work and vatues that shape our society, falling prey to the many pathologies of poverty.

How we solve the glaring disparities in our society, how we bring every person to the
tahie of opportunity, and how we learn to better live fogether will ultimately detormine how we
do a% a nation in the generations to come and whether we can truly come together a5 One

America,

What we must do

" Our basic bargain is unchanged,
and has been the source of our sirength for two centuries. By offering responsibihity 10 all
Americans and demanding responsibility from all Americans, we can forge the ties 6f 2 strong

community of common values,

For four and a half years, we have worked to create an economy that offers all our peopic
the chance (o live out their dreams. A strong and growing economy is the best antidote to envy
and despair and racism. Today, our prosperity is unrivaled in the world, and it is America that
stands ready to lc:?d the new global economy of the 21st Century. Now we must redouble our

efforts to bring that prosperity to those places, in our cities and in our rural areas, that prosperity



has not vet touched. We must press forward with our efforts to bring private capital, jobs and

hope to the inner cities. [nore on urban policy?]

And the most important thing we can do io expand opportunity — the passport to the
future for all our people — and our most critical tgsk as a nation is 1o give t;ll our people the best
education in the world, We are demanding that all our children meet high standards -- and we
must give all our children the ools to reeet those siandards, through trained teachers and modern

classrooms.

For you, the college education you have earned reflects the fulfilment of your parents
dreams and your hard work. For America, an educated citizenry is the key to our strength, So
we must open the doors of college wider than ever -« and we can never allow them to be
slammed shut. A college education means stability, better jobs, a chance to join the middle class,

anather stakeholder in America.

America does not belicve in guarantceing equal outcomes, but we do believe in
guarantecing equal opportunity for all who will wark for it -~ and that means ¢ducation.  'We
cannot abandon any cfforts to expand access to higher education. We cannot abandon

affirmative action.

§ know that many people in this state voted to abandon affirmative zction last year, and



did so with no intention {o hurt their fellow cittzens. But it s a sturming and sobering fact that
African-Amenican and Latino enrollments at this university and all across California and Texas
are phurmmeting, for the first time in decades. Call it what you will - | calt it rescgregation. We
cannot afford 1o turo back the clock. To this day, the South i3 still recovering from the self-

inflicted wound of segregation. America cannot make that mistake again.

This past week we learned that our fourth grade students, the most diverse student body
in the world, are among the leaders in the world in math, Diversity and excellence go hand in

hand,

To all of America, 1 say, we must make sure that only qualified %zudenZS are accepled,
But if enly qualified students are accepted, | also say: our universities will provide a stronger
education — a better preparation for the new world — and a more enjoyable experience — if its
student ?;ady Iooks like the student body reflects our diversity as vours does here st UCSD. The
purpose of affirmative action is not o help any one group or individual. It is to help America

for we don’t have a person to waste,

And to those who say that race and ethnicity should not be factors, that scores on
standardized tests should be the sole measure of qualification, | say; We take into account
whether someone is an athlete, a musician, or a child of an alumnus, And we know when given a

chance, students who enter with the help of affirmative action do just as well as any other

10



student,

1 want to be clear; We will continue 10 fight the rollback of affirmative action in higher

education because it is wrong, 1t is hurtful to our progress and it divides our people. /

gxist. Racism is wrong, discrimination is wrong; and maoreover, it is Hlegal. Ouar civil rights
agencics are among the most entical law enforcement agencies in the government -- and we must
give them the resources they need to end the crushing backlog of cases and get the job done. 1t's

time for Congress to put our money where our ideals are.  [howsing discrimination?}

We must recognize that we cannot come to solutions or even truly identify our problems

unless we are willing to be honest with each other, [t's time to let down our guards, and to be
honest with people different from ourselves, We have talked at cach other and about each other,

It is lgh time we begin tatking with each other,

Over the coming year, | want to lead the American people in g great and unprecedented

" conversation about race. 1 have asked one of America’s greatest scholars, Dr. John Hope

ii



Franklin to chair an advisory panel of seven distinguished Americans. He will be joined by
former Governors Tom Kean and William Winter, Linda Chavez-Thompson, Suzan Johnson,
Angela Oh, and Robert Thomas - distinguished ciiiécﬁs} leaders in their community, who will

work with me in a searching exannination of the truth about the changing face of America.-

We will examine the stereotypes and the facts — the myths and the reality — that hold us
apart, We do this because we cannot move forward together, and act together, if we do not agree

together on what action is needed.

We will ask Americans to talk to one another everyday, at home, in their communities, in
schood, at work -- and help us develop plans of action, 1 will join this conversation with

Americans across our natton at town meetings over the next year,

The town meetings | will hold are just the start. | call on Americans of all colors to begin
a “table fellowship” within their communities, 1o break bread together and begin 1o know gach
other. And | want every Amenican to see this as an opporiunity 1o learn about each other by
doing with each other. Tutors are needed in many communities (o teach reading and other skills;
that kind of tmeraction pays dividends in many ways. Churches, mosques, synagogues could
consider exchanging congregations for a day. And the best chance for dialogue is among the
young. | call on the nation’s churches to link up the young people in the suburbs with those in

the cities.

iz



And in one year’s time, | will report directly to the American people about what | have

found and the what actions we must take 10 move our nation forward.

I know that honest dialogue and exchange will not be easy at first. We need to get past
defensiveness, fear, political correctness and other barriers to honesty. That may open wounds,

but that is how we begin the healing so that we may move past them.

What do we want from all this? If we achieve nothing more than talk, that will'be too
little. If we propose nothing but policy ideas that are merclylong the way, that
will be too little. But if 10 years from now, people can look back and see that America’s
commitment to our ideals was renewed and reinvigorated and that the post-Martin Luther King
generation finally shouldered its fair burde;l in this historic struggle, then this effort will have

been a success.
Conclusion: why this matters

This is a steep challenge. And many of you, coming of age in a time when the acid of
doubt and cynicism seems to corrode our faith, might look at this mission and feel it is

impossible. But what we are called upon to do is nothing less -- and nothing more -~ than what

America has done at every moment of challenge and change in its history.

13



For two centuries, wave upon wave of immigrants have come to our shores, to work, to
raise their families, to build a new life, speaking many tongues, wearing the garb of many
cultures, but all drawn here by those same ideals. We have never lived up to our founding vision,
but we have never stopped trying -- and our people, even those who have suffered the most, have

never lost faith in the American creed that unttes us.

Today, we are all, in Martin Luther King’s words, woven into “one garment of destiny.”
We righily celebrate the multiplicity of America -- our marvelous blend of cultures, bellefs and
races. Yet despite this diversity, or above it, we possess a common identity -- as Americans and

as human beings.

We must recognize that the same ethnic and racial ties that can offer us a sanctuary of
meaning and personal strength also contain the possibility of a frightening fragmentation. We
must honor our diversity; we must cheﬁ;h the uniqueness of each culture that feeds into the
American experience; we must find new ways of talking to one another with respect instead of
disdain. But we must reach with even greater fervor across those lines that divide us, to honor

and strengthen those bonds of community and shared values that have always united us.

T was almost exactly one hundred [forty nine] years ago, Abraham Lincoln, quoting

Scripturc, warned, us that “a house divided against itself cannot stand.”
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For two centuries, on every continent, people struggling for freedom looked 1o see if our
house would stand. Over the past century, we have taken our greatest strides when we knew the
whole world was watching. Today, the people of Belfast and Bosnia, of Rwanda and the Middle ~
East, arc watching. With American ideas and ideals ascendent, with ancient racial and ethnic
hatreds once again flaring around the globe. we must heg; beacon, we must be that last great hope

for mankind,

To those who say we will not ever transform the problem of prejudice into the é‘mmise of
diversity, we can, for | have seen it happez%‘ I grew up in the segregated South. 1 saw a different
future ‘wi’zm 1 worked by my grandfather’s side in his small grocery store back home in Hope.
My grandfather taught me that, yes [ was different than the black children who came into his
store, but | was no better. But I could see that on the black side of town, the streets were left
unpaved. And segregation was legally sanctioned. There were “whites only” signs at public
restrooms. Blacks and whites could not swim together, we could not drink at the same water
fountain, we could not even sit in the same section at the movies, I was §1 years old when
President Eisenhower ordered troaps into Little Rock so that nine black children could mtegrate
Central High. And when I 'was your age and in school in Washington, D.C., Martin Luther Ring

was killed and the streets exploded in flames. My memory is forever singed by the pain and

anger | saw,

Singe those days, we have made great progress. We have torn down the barriers in our

1s



faws. Now we must tear down the barriers in our hearts. More than 30 years ago, at the high tide
of the civil rights movement, the Kemer Commission said that we were becoming two Americas,
one black, one while, separate and unequal. Today, we face a choice: will we become, not two,
but many Americas, separate, unequal and isolated. Or will we draw strength from our great

diversity to become the world's first truly multicthnic, multiracial, and multi religious

democracy? That is the uniinished work of our times.,

Much of the burden, and all of the benefits of this work lie with you, the young people
here today and throughout our land, As Dr. King reminded us, there is real power int our dreams.
8o, dream large. Aim high. Teach your children well, and don’t be afraid to challenge your

elders on this issue.

We may not achieve as much as we want, but let us set our aim as high as wecan. Letus
resolve that in our day and our generation, we shall overcome. In the 21st century, we cannot be
many Americas. We must be One America. We are One America. -

B H
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Record Typa: Record

To: Michael Waldman/AWHO/EQP

ear
Supiegt: Comiments on tatest draft

For vour sake, [ wish this were gver and done with. The next Zd,hours will ha 35 bad as the last
48. i

. ‘ 1
I'm with you - 1 liked the previous draft better. This draft is heavy on description and commentary,
arul a fittle light on both substance and emotion, .

Pdon't nave an sasy angwer, but a few thoughts:
11 the opporiunity saction has too littie about opportunity and too much on affirmative action, I'm
all for @ vigorous {and concise] defense of mend i don™t end it, byt our whole opportunity agends -
education, urban poliny, jobs for wellare cacips, #te. - is a ot more compeliing, Future-oriented, snd
more likely (3 make a resal differerce. ;
2} the draft is really weak on respongibility, Memphis and Austin both made powerful appeals 1o
whites and hlacks alike to take responsibility for their own lives and actions, and not to use
divisiong ag an excuse. That's been the heart of our appreach to racial issues, and what set the
President apnrt. IU's also a way for him 10 soar and 1o challenge, 8% opposed to just saying, let's
have a conversation. {Along these lines, thers is almost nothing ahout grime in this dratt, which is
& mistake.) We have w say over and over, we have comman responsibilities -- 10 use 3 tavorite
phirase, that g our duly to one another, '

H
3} It's & big mistake to say "I we progose nothing but policy ieas that are merety small gesturas
along the way, that will be toc little.” That sentence manages w z‘a!se axpectations and trash
svarything we've done for the last 2 years. Drop it :

4} It might help to play up the preparing America for the 21st century therne & bit more. You want
to paint 4 vision of an America ihat leaves all these things behind,! where every child has the
chanee 10 lears, where every Amarican gan live wherever they want, walk wherever they want,
become whatever they want. You nesd 1o close with 2 story of multizacial hope that sets the new
story ling, not just King, Lincoln, arngd Central Migh that track the old story lins.

a |
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TRACEPROB.WPD — : Fage 1]

POLICY DIRECTION: PROBLEM / BOLUTION

. 1. Education
- Aooess to college
-- Pell grant, HOPE
- Mend it, don't end it; criticize Hopwood, 209 |
-~ Real problem -- what happens on the front end; every child can learn if
given opportunity... ‘
- Failing inner ¢ity schools
-- Standards &8 necessary first glement .
-- Then, giving students the tools to meet themu rea{i ing, teachers and

2

technology, accountability for falling schools

2. Economic opporturity ‘
-- [Individuals and communities outside the economic mainstream
-- CIJ banks, E-zones, brownfields, CRA
-- Continuing employment discrimination {Texaco, Danny st EEQC backlog
- Stepping up enforcement efforts. |
— {alling on companies 1o ingtitute policies ensuring egqual empioymam

OpPOrtunines E

1

3. Housing
-- Travesty of pubiic housing g
-~ Safety (cops/anti-gang measuras), |
-- Veuchers and other tools of empowerment,
-- Digcrimingation in housing -- perhags our biggest discrimination problem -
segregrated neighborhoods leading to segregated schools, businesses, stc.
- Partly government [HUD/DO.J enforcement of Fair Housing laws}
-~ But tots in our hearts {acoepting sach other as z‘}&ighbora}

4. Weltare/jobs
-- Continuing underclass, living apart from world of work
- Emphasizing value of work '
« Creating more jobs, inproving access to chz!d care and transportation
- Guaranteeing the minimum wage |
-- Challenging business to do its share %
-- Cutting off immigrants from safety net |
- Restore henefits

5. Crime

- Ravages of crime/systematic underprotection of minorities {segregation of safaty)
- Muore cops, fewer guns, anti-gang and -drug programs prevention efforts
« Continuation of Summit - reaching oul to azwnsk kids

'
H
H
E
E
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8. ldesls/models ‘

~ There ate places in society where race relations work — where we at least come
close to treating people of all races with equal regpect and dignity and granting
them aqual opportunities. ,

-- Retfer to military: policies ensure opportunity - enable members of minorily
groups to make enormous contributions to society, |

-- Every part of America should be like that -- gvery employer should adopt this
maodel to get the most out of its workforce; every profession should construct itself
aiong these lines; every citizen should isarn from it about the duty we all owe one
another, ’
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Record Typs:  Record

Tao: Michag! Waldman/ WHO/EGFE, James T, Edrmonds/WHOEQP, Caorolyn CunglfHOEGR

[ +H
Subject: Race Speech

Wa have asked the DPC staff 1o generate & quick summary of policy accomplishmerits and
inftiatives that can be incorporated into the race spesch, Much of what we've alrendy done, and
are doing, s abowt providing common answers to common problems in ways that will beip
mingritine mogt of il

P havan't seen g draft, snd don't want 1o give you moe advice than yvou nesd. My foremost
conaar s that this speech be consistent with what the President asked for in last weelk’s meeting.
As he said, we should make clear that this recs Intisuve is 5 logical extension of everyihung he has
done aver the last four years, 11 should not coms across as a new departure {since he has been
talking and doing & great deal an this all along} or worse, an apology {for crime, waelfare, balancing
the budget, etc.). The press is already plaving this in part as an effort 1o make up for thase sing
and make ariends with the civil rights commurity, We should go out of our way 1o show therm
that everything we have done has been to expand oppartunity {(and ves, raspongibility and
comminity} 1o all Americans.

T Prasident should say again, as he 386 50 often in 1882, that the ondy way for us to come
tpgethser as one Amarics is 10 recognize our common sbligations to curselves and one ancther, to
stop blaming cur problems on someons slse and start taking responsibility for our own actons and
gach other, The propgress we have madse, we have mads tagethen

We rogngrized that orime was ouwr com mon enemy, and should unite, not divide us. We put
rmore police in neighborhoods that had baen deprived of protection, and used gommurdty poliging so
we could atipok this scourge togethar. Poor and minorities plagued by orime havs bensfited most
from 8§ straight years of deciine.

We recognized that the failad welfars systern was trapping millions in dependengy, and that
letting fathars get away without paving chiid support was tsaring families apart. 5o we'ra making
child support and responsibility 2 way of life, not an option, and we've moved 3 milion naopie oft
walfare, and are giving everyane child care and health care and the chance to work. {We still have
more 1o do eie, ~ welfare-to-work and immigrant changes in budget bili)

We reaognized that working people weran't in compatition with each other, they were in
competition with the rest of the workd, 80 we expanded trade, cut the defigit, and created more
inhea, cut {axas for working families with EITC, and we're about 1o give sveryhady the chance 10 go
to collsge (HODPE] -« and we've seen the grestest drop in income ingguatity in 20 4+ veaars.

We have more 10 da, and we will do i1, Bxpand education opportunily, Reduce crime,
Mard not end sffirmaetive sction. Sieer mors jobe and capital 1o the inner eity. We garnnt rest
yntit avery child bas the chance {o rige as high 8s her God-given talents oan take her,

But as we make all these changes from the outside in, each of us rmust work By our own
llveg o make changes from the insids out, The greatest progress we have mada, and have yet o
make, is in the human spirit. Taking regponsibility for our own actions and {or one another, This



nation'can’t come togather with famiiies that are coming apart, When S-vear-olds sell drugs and
1 2-yvear-gitds plan funerals, we're not {ree. If we want g world where ng ohild sees & ditierence
hetweaen black, white, and brown, gvery parent needs to reach their child the differeance batween

right and wrong.

Sorry 0 ga on 50 long - yvau've heard it all before, and vou can write it better, But ! worry
that without some of this, we will underming some of the resi progress we heve made on this
isst. Lel me know if 1 can do anything (o halp,



POLICY DIRECTION: PROBLEM / SOLUTION

1. Education
- e city schools

-- Sids, reading, teachers and techaology, acctability

- Real probiem - back end/front end; overy child can feam
-- Access 1o college :

- Pell grang, HOPE

-- Mend it dont end it

2. Economic opportunity
- Oiygtatde the cconomic mainstream
-« 13 banks, E-zones, capital, brownfields, CRA

3. Housiag

-- Public housing is zz‘i}‘;zvcslv
- walety {cops/gangs). Dmpowerment/Vouchors,

-- Discrimination i housing -~ segregrated neighborhoods lead to scgreguied educ eic,
-~ Part govt (HUD doing its utmiost}); but lots in our hearts (brother neighibor)

4, Wellure/johs . pos- U b M&W"v
-- Brdding the underclass, bring info the ceonomic mainstream wo e s (,%M
-~ Work/child carg/more jobsArusportaticyymin wagce/challenge (0 business 41-»7 e I (o
-- Immiyrant benefiss J. & f"«*‘“‘j‘ ot
e
- ol o5
8. Crime e s s

-- Ravages of crime/Systematic underprotection of minorities {no segregstion of safoety)
- More caps, less guns, after-school programs, gangs, drugs
- Powell/Cisncros/ut-risk kids/Sammit

6. Racism

- There are places in socicly where thig works, models of respect and progressive race
relations. Milidary -- opportunitics, policics, enannous contribution minerities niake bic of it
Every part of America should be like that - every emiployer should follow it {Texaco. Dennys).
BEvery citizen should leam from i1 - duty we all owe ang another. LAPD example.



Y State of the Cities  Report (USCM)

. Cities doing better, challenges ahead: Jobs mismatch Lo,
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MEMORANDUM v bom AshE
Tor Peegident Clinton

From: Henry Cispesos

Subject: Saturday Spm:}/i in Sen Diego

There aro huges sxpesciations for your Satuday spesch. The advance press coversge 13 mory extensive
than far any other Presidentisl speech { can recall, 1rrenges fom intonse hopefulnuss 1o dismissive
skeptician thel you will go beyoend exhortation 1o substantive action. The speechwriters tell me the desly is
short on subatance now. Witly the buiid-up as bip 28 3t has been, you must offey same steps for sctian ar
unforusately dsk & very senous kt-down.

The following are some idens that prn be flesked ous in the fime remaining, They ae intended 1o fall
within budge: constraings. I these idess canno! be described at lenpth in the spoech, they 2an be port of the
subgtantive acdgons you psk tie advisory cormymitiee 1o review and recomymend!

1. Direct that specific paris of fhe massive education spending you have champiozed be
targead to central oity schools and depressed areas. Because lavge stms of the incrensed
educationn] budget go te middle class farilics, it should be possikie 10 target ather progrems
1o undesierved schonls aed students, which statistically are heavily hlack and minarisy,

2. Reguest that General Colin Powell's follow-up 1w the Phifadelphia voluntearism summit /
have 33 9 componenl explicit 2ztions to nddresa the racial divide. Amenica’s Promise is I
designed w address at-risk children ond youth and can be 5 magnet to coordinate
corporste funding, General Powell is very artionlate on the race dimensions of the risks
¢ chiklren and youth,

. mninorities for whons scholuships and coliege admissions v public universities are
being limited by reversals on affirmative sction in staies such as Califorais ond Texas.
A Przsidential parmership with the Lnijted Negra Colloge Fuad ond with the Nagiongl {

3. Launzh a public-private project w rofse schotarship money for blacks and other I
|

Hispanic Scholorship Fusld could creste new private resaurces for college-bound
minerities,

4. Direet e Deparment of Housing snd Urban Development wo sirgngthen it efforia to
combat digerimination in housing mensaetiond. The evidencs Is very strong that levels
of discrimination against blacke romain very Righ. Porterns of segregated honsing
intensily every ather kind of segzegavion in schoaels, st the work place, snd in
sacial seldngs.

J—y

3. Re-eruphoesize the welfsre-to-work connestion, inchuding new uaining and
employment offorts with ihe stasgs. Failure 1o integrate into ihe workiorce the /
riilions comiay off watfare will only decpen the isnlstioh of the minerity underclnss.

6. Cull on corporations i¢ incorparate in their taining programs for employees explicit and -

firm policies concerning any kind of sasial discrimination. Incidents such as thase ax Avis, ’
Wendy's and Texace are destiuctive far beyend their immedinle effects. Companies should
pdopt positive rationales and programs for racial faimess end not merely defensive, j
legalistic szif-protectiang, l
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7. Coll on national church leadery to crexte 8 pationa] conlifion of youth arganizations
to bring minarity snd white vouth together. A fow charches hove made =fforts at
sdulz mnltivacial dislogas, but the real hope for the future is in craating understanding
among our young peaple. Linking the well-gntennioned, mainswaam rosources of the
. netion's white ciurches with the cenme! elry comters of Boys and Girls Clube, YMCA,
YWCA, athiotic leaguss, and schools could crests opportunitics for ong-onvone

undezstanding.

Mngeciving Thenuy:

Now that the coonomy is so strong it it ime to make it wark for everyone, You kave

worked to create durable and unprecedented prasperity for o puypese: 3o thet the Americen
dream can be brought within reach of all our eitizens. Aside from thsir poveny, tie comunon
denhminator thal most charactenzes those for whom the Ametican &ream is denied 18 race and
athnivity,

This greet pnrcsobved issue of American history « recial hotred - is one of the very fow hings
that zan step us in the next conpury. H we fuil to address &, we will be more divided and squander
put erergies, I we master 31, the next century will be o American Cenmry of even greatsr

sccamplishments.

Though skeptics will say there are insufficient new lows and sew monay in this ininative, the fact iy
that whai it nocded a1 this Yine i 10 sxccitte the laws wo Bave and 16 Hive out our sroed trough
the msowces we have. The challenge i3 1o make cur matinations wark for rasis] firaess and our hesrs

valus recizl justes,
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Betfiy: 1spoke to Presidens Clinton by selephone ont Thursdny eveaing. He asked me to fax him through
you the attched idees for hiz Sonsrday sprech in San Dicga, Thank you for getiug the memo to Rim.
look forwprd to seeing you soon



mm Fage 1]

TO: Elena Kagan
FR: Mike Cohen
RE: Education initiatives related to race and cities

I'm not sure this does the job, but here is an overview of what we have done in
education that fits Bruce’s description this morning of addressing universal
problems that have disproportionate impact on minority groups.

I. Raising Academic Standards
The heart of the President’s education reform effort over the past § years is raising
expectatinos and setting higher academic standards for all kids. This is aspsacially
important tor disadvantaged and minority students, who have typically suffered
 from what Secretary Riley oalls the "tyranny of low expectations” reflected in jow
standards, unchallenging expectations and low level tests which have particularly
characerizes urban education. The Administration has worked to raise standards in
a number of specific ways, including:.

. In 1994, President Clinton signed legislation transforming Title |, the largest
federal elementary and secondary program, to require that disadvantaged
students be taught to the same challenging academic standards used for all
other students in the state—ending separate, minimal expectations for
students served under Title [, The new law also puts a stronger emphasis
on involving parents in their children’s education, a critical aspect of
improving student academic achievement.

. in 1884, the President signed the Goals 2000: Educate Amaerica Act, which
supporis state and local efforts to raise academic standards for all children,

. in 1986, the President won a record increase in Title | funding, assuring extra
help in the basics and advanced subjects for an additional XXX
disadvantaged students; and the budget agresment will help snsure strong
funding of this key program for years 1o come.

. The President has called for increased funding to assist low-incoms high
school students to take the challenging Advanced Placement exam in math
and other core subjects.

Il Getting Kids Off to a Good Start

. Betwen FY93 and FY97, President Clinton increased funding for Head Start
by 43%, from $2.8 Billion in 93 to $4.0 in FY97. The FY38 budget
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proposed a $324 million increass, and is on track to serve 1 million children
in 2002. The program now sgrves 800,000 low income 3- and 4-year olds
ang their families.

Reading

The key to reaching high standards is mastering the basics, and the first
basic is reading. Children who fall behind in learning 10 read in the sarly
school years have a difficult time learning other subjects as they progress
through school, and are more likely to drop out, The President has called for
the entire nation to join a crusade to help insure that virtually every child in
the U.5. can read by the end of 3rd grade.

The budget sgreement call for devoting 260 million in FY98 {and comparable
amounts over five years}] t0 a new literacy initiative consistent with the
President’s America Reads Initiative, which would mobilize oneg million skilled
reading tutors (o work with teachers and parents and help kids become
independent readers.

Access to Technology

Technology is vitally important to helping students reach high standards and
get ready for the 21st Century. it's critical that technology not divide us into
a nation of haves and have nots. While the biggest gap in access o
computers is in tfg home, the President and the Vice President are deeply
comimitted to working with our nation’s schools to make sure that every
child, no matier where they live or their economic circumstances, can log on
to the Internet and take advantage of its rich possibilities for learning.
e _
Signed the Telecommunjcations Act and fought for the E-rate, which will
allow Internet access discounts tor schools and libraries. Discounts are on @
shiding scale based on nsed, with poorest schools qualifying for a discount of
up to 80%--nearly free.

Working with private sector partners to connect every single school in sach
of the 15 Empowerment Zones to the Internel, so they can leap ahead in
technology.

To receive grants under our Technology Literacy Challenge Fund, states must
spell out how they will terget assistance to communities with the highest
rates of poverty and the greatest need for educational technology.
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As we have worked with the private sector on Net Days, have specifically
urged them to get involved with low-income areas, such as in DC and LA,
And we have worked 1o invoive not just companies, but aiso unions and
other volunteers,

V. Access to Higher Education and Further Learning

»

The President has made an historic commitment to increasing the number of
Americans, including mincrity Americans, who get a college education. He
has increased the maximum Pell Grant 17% from FY33 to FY97 {from

$2,300 to $2,700), increasing college opportunities to low income students.

i addition, the balanced budget plan agreed to by the President and
cangressional leaders includes a record increase in the maximum Pell Grant,
from $2,700 to $3,000 -- the largest increase in two decades, =

Page 3]
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Welfare/service items for race specch:

Weliare

Qur ¢fforts to reform the nation’s welfare system have benefitted millions of people,
many of whom are members of the minority community. Since January 1993, the welfare
rolls have plummetted by over 20 percent -« a total of 2.9 million. A recent study by my
Council of Economic Advisors showed that, while about 40% of the decline in the
weliure caseload is due to the strong econamy we have, about a third is due to the welfare
waivers my Administration granted to 43 states, so that they could change the structure of
their welfare programs. ’

The welfare law that I signed will help us achieve our goal of transforming welfare from
a way of life to a second chance. To muake work pay better than welfare, we significantly
increased the minimum wage; and we expanded the earned income tax credit to help 40
million Americans, The new law provides an additional $4 billion for child care. We
have increased child support collections dramatically -- by 30%. Now we are working to
make transportation available for those leaving welfare for work and to expand health
pare soverage for the children of low-income working parents.  We have urged the
corporate community to do ils part, and a new Welfare 1o Work Partnership has been
launched 1o lead the welfare to work effort i the business community and extend job
opportanities for those seeking to remake thelr lives,

[Elena FYI: HHS, DOL, DOJ, ED, asnd maybe EEOC are working together on a joint
letter to stofes, in response to the Leadership Conference’s letter. It would not be formal
guidance, but an education piece for states as to which anti-diserimination kiws are
relevant (Title VI, ADA, age discrimination). It will give examples of problematic
situations, and offer states technical assistance. It's still probubly a few weeks away from
being done. It’s weak and voluntary enscugh that it probably deesn’t work to ask them to
speed it up for the speech, but who knows,..

When | signed the welfare law, 1 stated that | opposed portions of the law that had
nothing to de with moving people from welfare to work, and that | would work for
changes to the law. I refer, of course, to the benefit cuts to legal immigrants and to the
cuts in the food stamp program. Initially, ro one thought we could get any chaages to the
law, but I am pleased that the budget agreement we reached with the Congressional
leadership restores significant benefit cuts for legal immigrants and makes the food stamp
chanyes much fairer. ——

,
Servies

I am very pleased that we have spurred a new effort to reach out o children at risk
thought the Presidents’ Summit on America’s Puture, with the participation of all the
Hiving former Presidents or their representative, and the eritical involvement of Gen,
Colin Powell. The summit focused the nation’s attention on citizen service and

voluntarism aimed at reaching an additional 2 millioo childran-atrigk by the year 2000
General Powell is leading the effort to reach this goal - 1o give these 2 mitlion children a



chance for a caring adult in their lives, a healthy start, a saft place, 2 marketable skill
through a good education, and an opportunity to give back to their communities.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DATA ON MINORITIES:

African Americans

Beclining unemployment. The unemployment rate for African Americans was
10.3% in May --one of the lowest rates in 20 years --down from 12.5% when
President Clinton first took office.

Minimum wage increasse. The President raised the minimum wage to $35.15 an
hour —directly benefitting 1.3 million African American workers,

Small business assistance. The Small Business Administration has approved morg
than $1.1 billion in loans to Affican Amernican business owners, and has helped
over 470,000 African Americans to receive management training and counseling
from a national network of business aducation and assistance programs.

Home mortgage lending on the rise. Since 1983 home mortgage lending to African
Americans increased by 70 percent,

Hispanic Americans

Declining unamployment. The unemployment rate for Hispanic Americans in May,
1997 was 7.4%, down from 11.3% when Prasident Clinton firgt took office.

Minimum wage increase. The President raised the minimum wage to $8.15 an
hour --directly benefitting more than 1.6 million Hispanic American workers,

More small business assistance. Over 220,000 new Hispanic American-gownaed
businesses were created in the first thige vears of the Clinton Administration, The
Small Business Administration has approved more than 13,500 loans, totaling $2.2
billion, for Hispanic Americarn business owners, and has heipad over 230,000
Hispanic Americans to receive management training and counseling from a national
network of business education and assistance programs.

Asian Americans

More small business assistance. The Small Business Administration has approved
more than 15,000 loans, totaling $4.7 billion, for Astan and Pacitic American
business owners, and has helped over 126,000 Asian and Pacific Americans to
receive management training and counseling from a national network of buginess
education and assistance programs,
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Targeted business training. Funded a Small Business Administration program
targeted to Asian Pacific American women that provides training and counseling to
thousands in the Chinatown section of New York City.
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THANKS for your memo. I may want to use it instead of our curvent ending! Here, Ivi,
is the current deaft -« the ending is, in Fact, midway through a veconstruction...
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
ONE AMERICA IN THE 2IST CENTURY
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT SAN DIEGO
JUNE 4, 1997

[Acknowledgments]

Taday, you take yvour place as citizens of the great American cotmunity in a golden
moment for our nation, The Cold War ik over, with freedom ascendant around the globe,
Our economy Is the healthiest in a generation and the strongest in the world. Our culture, our
scicnce, our technology are on the cutting edge. Social problemy — from ¢rime to poverty -
which for so long seemed destined 10 deepen, are now beading to our efforts,

On these issues, we have made more progress, in a shorter time, with Jess rancor. thag
many thought would ever be possible. Sooner, and 10 a greater degree than any other nation,
we have made the transition from the old cconomic arder to the new waorld of technology,
nformation amd free trade. Withour fanfare, without crisis, quietly amd tn that very practics
American way - at the very moment when some were predicting our decline, we have ensered
a pew era of American leadership, Today we stand on the eve of a second American century.

But there is one thing that can still hold us back - a contradiction not yet resolved that
lies al the heart of our history, More than 200 vears ago this nation began with a pledge of
cquality, but then long continued o condose slavery. More than 30 veurs ago, at the high tide
of ¢ivil rights, the Kerner Comrmission said thad we were becoming two Americas, one black,



one white, separate and unegual, Now, g this new era of American leadership, there 1s one
place where we continue to lag bebind: we are in danger of becoming many Amcricas,
separate, unequal, and isolated. Lincoln warned us, guoting the Seripture, that a house
divided aguinst itself cannot stand. And a natiop not at peace with its wlentity cannot continue
w move forward, We must be one America -- or we won't be America ot all

The great civil rights leader W.E.B. DuBois said that “the problem of the 20th century
will be the problem of the color fine.” In so many ways, he was right. At times, in flames
and i anger, racial conflict almost consumed us. And it was only during those hours of
maxinm danger that we $sced this issue squarely. Now, at a time of gathering hope, when
there is no firebell in the aight, we must pledge: Our great and growing diversity will not he ©
the problem of the 21st Century.”  t falls to us to faghion for the nekt century the greutest
multethaie, roult-religious, multiracial democracy the workd has ever known,

We must finel our new unity mi the face of stunning change: Within the next three
vears, right here in California, no single race or ethnic group will make up a majority of the
state’s population.  And a half century from now, when your own grandebildren are in
college, it 4 entirely conceivable that a majority of the population will be Latino, African
American, Asian Amwerican, Native American and other people of color,

It is ¢lear: the face of America is evolving. And, T will tell you, we cannot greet that
fact with mdifference; we cannot run away from i we caanat retreat into racial und wibnie
enclaves of isolation.  And we cannot pretend that the changing fuce of America s invisible.
We must fook in the mirror and ask the question anew: What does i nean (0 be an American?
The face of America is changing, and the soul of America must rise to the challenge.

I want us to define our greaness as a country based on our extraordinary achicvements,
the great freedom we enjoy, the texture of our relationships with the world and each other,

Alone among nations, America was founded not on ruce, or religion, or geography, but
on an ideal — an weal 3o revolutionary and so profound it gusdes us still. "Woe are all created
equal.” This was the proposition o which Abraham Lincoln rededicated our nation at
Gettyshurg. This was the true meaning of our creed to which Martin Luther King summoned
us a century later,

For tweo centuries, wave upon wave of innnigrants have come 1o our shores, ta work,
to raise their families, to build a new life, speaking many tongues, wearing the garb of many
cultures, but all drawn here by those same ideals. We have never lived up to our founding
vigion, but we have never stopped trying - and our people, even those who have suffered the
miost, have never ost faith in the American creed.

For four years, as your President, T have worked to offer opportunity o all Americans,
to demand responstbility from all Americans, and to bring our people together across alf the
lines that divide us, in a true national comraunity. To that effort, we muost tors a3 & nation
with even greater fervor.



So today, and for the next year, and for the years to come, | want u$ to face honestly
those things that divide us -~ to embrace those things that unite us ,m(i 10 Joit in a national
effort, aimed at action, that will move us farward.

The divisions in our land

We must begin by acknewledging that vur house is divided,

Seripture toaches us, “Love thy neighbor as thysell.” Too often in our past, aod sadly
even today, we have defined our greatness not by lifting cd{,ﬁ ather up, but by putting vach
oiker down -- the sufferings heaped vpon Native Americans, the enstaverment of Africans, amd
the tragic litany of injustices inflicted upon immigrants of every race and color at various titmes
in our history,

I am a son of the South and the grandson of o man who wught me a valuable lesson at a
young age. Hetold me, yes, | was different than the black children who came into his small
grocery store, but { was no better. But [ could see that on the black side of town streets wire
left unpaved. And segregation was kegally sanctioned. There were “whites only” signs m
public restrooms.  Blacks and whites could not swim together, we could not drink at the same
water fountain, we could not even sit in the same section ar the movies, T was 11 vears old
when President Eisenhower ordered troops into Little Rock so that nine black children could
integrate Central High. And when | was your age and in school in Washington, DC, Martin
Luther King was killed and the streets expladed in flames, My memaory is forever singed by
the pain and anger 1 saw.

I the time und place where [ grew up, the color Hine was Bluek and white, o other
comymmitics, the targets were different, but the hatreds were the sume.

We have torn down the barriers in our laws. Now we mwust tear down the barriers in
our mingds, Even with more of us working together, Hving side-by-side, and intermarrying
mwre than cvery hefore, we know there is still more than one way of looking at an event. at
the world, at each othier. We know that blacks and whites can look at the same reudity snd sce
two different things: hear the samie remark and hear two diffgrent meanings, And we know
that stereofypes -- sonie of them ugly, some midd, but all destructive < sl keep us upar,

Many whiltes believe that the problem of racism is over. They honestly behieve thut the
plaving ficid 1§ equal and blacks have the same opporiunittes a5 they do when in comes ©
jobs, and housing ard education, But, feelings and reality are starkly different for hlacks, We
must tell the truth.

The truth 8 that more people than ever are benclitting from our stroag economy. But
there 18 another truth'that must be told, African American and Latiao workers still carn
markedly less than what whites in the same jobs make. {In Los Angeles, unemployment cast
of the highway is.x, and west of the highway 8 x.] And for pany minority conununities. there



are s1ll glaring disparities in access (o health care, educational attatnment, the adwinistrarion
of justice, and housing.

But just as we must tell the trath about what racism is, we must also tell the truth
abont what it is not. Let’s not hide behind the ugly wall of racism 10 explain away some of
our worst hehavior, Racism doesn’t cause a 14 year-old boy to commit a murder in u street
coraer deng deal. It 15 pot racist for a middle ¢lass famuly of any background to feel sater ina
suburb away from the crime and drugs of some of our neighborhoods, Hatred and self
destruction are their own demeons, and as we banish racism, we must banish them too.

We must tell the truth, To wiites Tsay, do nof pretend there i no prejudice. We will
never get beyond this problem unless we first acknowledge its existence.  To munorifics, | say,
most whites are not prejudiced -- and the people who seek o sow hatred and division are their
own very small minority.

To the grandchildren of European immigrants: do not pull up the ladder from the new
immigrants who comae here for the same reason and with the same values as your ancestors,

Te the media both news and entertainment: understand that your depictions of people
can either play on stereotypes or puli them down. Do not take your power - or your
responsibifity -~ Hightly.

Andl 10 all our young people, especially young men, do ROt USE FaCe O racism as ag
excuse for hatred or viclence against people who fosk different than vou. Do not Jet real or
imagined racism cause you to retreaf into enclaves of rage and recrimination.

What unifes us

All these problems are real. But we must have the clarity of mind and charity of spirit
to realize that they are not new -~ and that the striving to surmount them is the story of
America, '

We are all, in Martin Luther King's words, wovey into “ong garment of destiny,” We
rightly celebrate the multiplicily of America - our marvelous blend of cultures, beliefs and
races, Yet despite this diversity, or above it, we possess a common ientity -- as Americans
and as human beings.

We musi recognize that the same ethnic and racial ties that can offer us a sanctuury of
meaning and personal strength alse contain the possibility of a frightening fragimentation. We
must honor our diversity; we must cherish the uniqueness of each culture that feeds into the
American experience; we must find new ways of tatking to one another with respect instead of
disdain, But we must reach with even greater fervor across those lines that divide us, to honor
and strengthen those bonds of community sl shared values thal have a]wiys united us.

Our national motto says: E Pluribus Unum, “Out of Many, One.” What unites us as
Americans? '



We Americans are a people bound by faith.  Every week we flock to our churches,
mosques and synagogues. Religious observance in our nation is the most intense in the
Western world. That is true across every cthnic line. We are truly “one nation under God,”

We are a people united by respect for the value of work. It is our work that supparts
all our efforts to build strong families and strong communities.

We cherish our families; we expect that the lives of our children can be hetier than the
Hves of onr parents; ad we sirive to give them that future.

And we are a people who snll believe -- more than any other on earth -- that every
individual has within himself or herself the spark of possibility, thar seill, 220 vears later, we
are all created equal. .

Opportunity for afl. Responsibility from all. Faith, family, conmmunity. These are the
values of no one color ar region or religion. Fhese are America’s velucs. And these are the
values we tnust put to work as we prepare outr nation for the cenfury ahead. '

Whal we must do now

First, we must press on with our nation’s sirategy of expanding opportunity, For far
tae long, poor and working people of all races have been told by political leaders that their
problems were the fault of “them™ -- minorities, mnigrants, women -- “them,” always ©
them,” There is no “them.” There is only “us.™ And it is clear that racism would be less of
a problem if everyone had a good job. Racism would be less of 4 preblem if everyone had a
chance (0 get 1 good education, safe and decent housing und health care,

So we must continug the strategy for economie growth that has brought our nution the
sfrongest prosperity in a generation. | am especially pleased that, this time, the economic
gains of our expansion are being widely shared. Wages have begun, finally, to rise; income
ineguakity, o shrisk.

And we must work to prepare ail our young people o take their place in this new
eeonemy.  Our most important goal must be o give our young people the world’s best
education. We must hold all our children to the highest standards, and give them the ools and’
help they need to succeed. We must open the daors of college wider than ever - atd we cin
never allow them to be slammed shut,

We o not belicve in guaranteeing equal outcomes, but we do believe in guaranteeing
equal opportunity -- and that means education. A college edutation means stability, beter
jobs, a chance to join the middle class, another stakehoider in America. We cannot abandon
any efforts 10 expand aceess to higher education - and that tocludes affinmative action.

Tt is a stunaing and dismaying tact that African-American and Latine enrollments at
this university and all across California and Texas are plummeting, for he {first tine in



decades. We cannot afford to turn back the clock and resegregate bigher education, § saw
school segregation, and it took years o begin to turn back the damage 1t did socially and
economically to the South. My home region to this day 15 grappling with the selfinflicted
wourkl of segregation, America cannot make that mistake agam.

And to those who say that any preferences are wrong, (hagscgres on stanuardized tests
should be the sole measure of qualification, 1 say: We givg preferencel to athletes, o 7
musicians, 1o children of alumail. A diversified student bod¥ ue, too,

P want to be clear: We will continue to fight the rollback of affirmative action in
higher cducation because U s wrong, I is hurtful w our progress and it divides our people.

LEARN FACTS/REALITIES

The economy has created many jobs. But disparities remain. [ some states,
nnemploymant 18 so low there is a labor shortage; while in some of our cities, unemployment
is quite high and so are the social ilis that accompany poverty. We are working hard to
encourage enmiployers to locate in the cities, but businesses need to make a commitment fo the
cities, oo, We cannot leave our cities behind.

Third, we must continue 1o be vipilam against discrimination, wherever and whenever

The fight against ceime is a fight for the rights of all our people -~ especially the
poorgst people in the poorest neighhorhoods, who are most often the victims of vieleace.
Community efforts across the country have hrought crime to u 30 year low (k). Weare
putting 100,000 new community police officers on the streets, but our niinority communities
are sl nnderserved, Our police officers are the protectors of order in our society, putting
their lives on the line every day 1o keep our people safe. But we have seen that authorify cany |

be abused and brual force used on some of our citizens. So, as we call for our citizens to N
respect the law, we need the law o respect our citizens, no matter their color or econoniic Wiy
condition. S A
. | cags
And our civil-rights agencies are among the most critical law enforcement agencies in kJ“"’; o
the goverament -- and we must give them the resources they need 1o end the crushing backlog \"‘”i =
of cases and get the job done. 1t's time for Congress {o put our money where our ideals are. :;M &\‘}f
4 w%m‘z
‘These are all areas that need our focus, But we cannot come fo solutions or even fruly & e
dentily our problems unless we are willing to be honest with cach other. 18's time o fet down Taters's,
our guards, and o be honest with people different from ourselves. We have talked af each vk eS|

other and about each other. It is high time we begin talking with each other,

Beginming today, | want o Jead the American people ma vreil and unprecedented
conversation about race. I have asked one of America’s greatest scholars, Dr. John Hope
Franklin to chair an advisory panel of distinguished Americans. [OTHER NAMES]




We will examine the stereotypes and the facts - the myths and the reality - that hold us
apart. We will ask Americans 10 talk to one agotler everyday, at home, in thelr communities,
in school, at work, [ will join this conversution with Americans across our nution &t four town
meetings over the sext year,

And inonc year's time, T will report divectly o the American people ubout what | have
found and what we ipust do.

The town meetings 1 will hold are just the sturt. 1 ¢all on Americans of all colors to
begin a “table fellowship” within their communities, to break bread together and begin to
know ¢ach other. And | want every American to see this as an opportunity to learn about eich
ather by doing with each other. Tutors are peeded 19 many communities 10 ach reading and
other skills; that kind of interaction pays dividends in numy ways, Churclies, mosques,
synagogues could consider exchanging congregations for » day.

I know that honest dialogue and exchange will sot be easy at first. We nieed 1o get past
defensiveness, fear, political correctness and other barriers to honesty. That awmy open
wounds, but that is how we begin the healing so that we may move past then.

o b o gak o5 b b |
What do we wan},fmm alt this? I we uChicve nothing more thag taik, that will be 1o
little, [ If we propose nothing but policy ideas that are merely small geswres aloug the way,
that will be too litt;QKBut if 10 years from now, people can look back and see that America’s
commitment 1o our ideals was renewed and reinvigorated and thas the post-Martin Luther King
generation finally shouldered hs fuir burden in this historic struggle, then this effort will have

neen 8 3uCCess.

Frosm our eurliest days, America has been g heacon to the world,  For two centurics,
an every continent, peaple struggling for freedom looked to see f our “great experiment”
would succeed, Over the past century, we have taken our greatest strides when we knew the
whole world was witching. Teday, the people of Bosnia and Rwauda and the Middle East are
watching. With American ideas and ideals ascendent, with ancient racial snd cthoic hatreds
once again flaring around the globe, we must be a beacon, we must be that last great hope for
mankind.

We may not achieve as much a¢ we want, but lec us ser our ainy us high as we can. Lt
us resolve that we shall overcome in our dey and generation. We cannot be miany Americas,

We mugd be One America. We are One Americn,

Thank you, God bless you and God bless America.
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The President: Thank vou. You know, when | was a boy growing up in Arkansas, | dhought iy
bighly -~ {upplause) -- [ thought i highly unlizely that ] would ever become Prestdent of the
toited Siates. Porhaps the only thing even more unlikely was than | shoudd ever have the
opporunity t be cheered at the University of Texas. (Applause.) | must say T am very grateful
for both of them. {Laughter.}

President Berdahl, Chancellor Cunnimgham. Dean Olson: to the Texas Longhorn Band. thank
vou for playing Hail to the Chief. {(Applause.} You were magnificent, {Applause.; To my
longtine friend of nearly 23 vears now. Bernard Rappaport. thank you for vour statenwent and
your Inspiration and vour Hie of genercus giving to this great university sad so many other geod
eouses. {Applause.}

Al the distinguished guests in the oudience - | hesitate to start -« but | thank my friend and your
fetiow Texan, Henry Clsneros, for coming down here with me and for his magaificent
work as Seeretary of Hud, {Applange.)



¥ thank vour Congressman. Lloyd Doggett. and Bis wife. Libby. for fiving dowsn with me.
{Appiause.t And For glad to see oy dear friend, Congrossmun Juke Vickle kere, Taniss vou
(Applause.d Your Attorney Generad, Dan Morates: the Land Commissioner, Gy

Maure -« | thank all of them for being bere. {(Applause. }

Thunk you, Lucy Jehnson, for being here, (Applause.} And please givie my regards w vour
wondertul mother. (Applaase )

{ have pat seen here - theve she is, And 1 have 1o recognize ind thank vour former
Congresswaman and now distinguished Professor Barbar Jordan for the magnilicent job vou did
on the inunigration issue. {Applause.} Trank you so much, {(Applause.) Thank o Tlank .
vann {Applause.}

My wite ld me about comvng hete so much, | wanted to come and see for myvself |
also know, as all of vou da. that there 15 no such thing as saving no w Liz Carpunter. {Luaughiter,)

Fdrug 1t out as long os [eould just 1o hear a few maore jokes. (Laughter)

My lellow Ax sericins, [ want to begin by tetling you that I am hopeiud about America
When [ looked st Nikole Bell up bere introducing me, and { shook hunds with these other vouny
students -~ Fleoked into their eves: 1 saw the AmeriCorps button on that gemtlemen's shirg «
tapplause} -~ T was reminded, us 1 talk about this thorny subject of race toduy, T was reminded of
what Winston Churchill said about the United States when President Roosevelt was fryiog o
pass the Lend-Lease Act so that sve could help Britain in their war against Nazi Geemany betore
we. ourselves, were involved. And for a pood while the issie was hanging fire. And it wis
unclear whaether the Congress would pernsit us to help Britain, who at that Hase was the ondy
bubwark agaiost tyranny in Europe.

And Winston Churehill said, 71 have great confidence in the judgmient and the common
sense of the Amerenn people and their leaders, They invarubly Ju the right thing alter they
have exanined every other alernative.” (Laughter So | say to you. let me begin by saying that
ean see in the eves of these students and o the spirit of this monwent. we awill do the right thing,

[ recent weeks, every one of us has been made wware of o simple wuth -- whits
Americans and black Americans often see the same world in drasticuliy ditfercnt ways -~ wuys
that go heyond and beneath the Simpson trial and its aftermath. which hrought these
pereeprtions so starkly 1nte the open.

The til we see before us that 33 waring it the heart of Amuerica exists i spite of the
remarkable pragress black Americans have made In the last generation. since Maortin Luther King
swept Aaporicn up H bis dream, and President Johnson spoke so poweriudly for the dignity of
mam and e destiny of democtaey o demanding that Congress gunsantee tull voling rights to
blacks. Tha rifl between blocks and whites exists sull ina very specinl way i America. in
spite of the fict that we Bave become much more racially and ethnically diverse, and that

Flispanic Americans -- thomselves o strangers to disedatimation. - are now almost 17 peresnt of

:
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sur mtionz] pepulation,

The reasons for this divide are maov. Some are rooted in the gyl Mstory and stubborn
persistence of racism. Some are rooted in the different wavs we experience (he threats of modemn
e personal seourtty, family values, and strong communitivs, Rome are ressted in the fae that
we st haves't fearned to talk frankly, to listen carclully. sod wowark wogether soross raciad Haes,

Almost 30 years ago. Dr. Martin Luther King took his Inst mareh with sanitation workers
i Muomphus, They marched for dignity, equality. and economie justice. Many carvied placards
that read simply. "Fam aman The throngs of men marching in Washington today, almos: plf of
them, are dolng so lor (he same siated reason. But there is a profound difTerense butween this
march loday and those of 20 years ago. Thirty years ago. the marchers were demanding the
dignity and opporunity they were due because in the face of terrible disceimination. they had
warkedd hard. vuised their children, paid sheir taxes. oheyed the linws. and fought our wars,

Wl today's march is alse about pride aud dignity and respect. Bt aler o generation of
decpening social problems that disproportionately impact black Amwrivans, 1t is also abow black
men taking renewed responsibility for themselves, their families. and
i communitivs. {Applause,} 105 about saying ne to crime and drugs and vivlence, 1t about
starhing up for sronement and regoneiliation. {Us abont insisting that others Jo the same, und
aifering o heip them, Vs about the frank admission that asdess bloek men shoulder thaeir Toad,
o o edse can belp thern or their brothers. their sisters, and their children escape the hard. bicuk
lives that too many of them still fice,

Of zourse, some of those in the march do hoave o history that is far frore 8 miessage of
monement and reconciliotion. One million men are right 1o be standing up for personal
responsibility. But one mitlion men do not make right ene man’s message of malice and
division. ¢Applause.) No good house was ever built or a bad foundation. Nothing pood ever
eame of hate, So et us pray toduy that all whe march and all whe speak will stand for
atorwnent, oy reconciliation. {oe responsibility.

Letus pray that those who have spoken for batred and division a1 the past will wen away
from that gast and give voive 10 the true message of those ordinary Americans whe march, it
that happens - {apphuse) -- if thut bappens, the men and the women who are thereawith thom
witl be murching into better lves for themselves and their timilivs. And they could be murching
into o betier futine for America. {Applaase.)

Today we face a choice - one way leads 1o further separation and bitteress and more
fost futures. The other way, the path of courage and wisdom, Jewds o unily, 1o reconcilivton, 10
a rich oppertunity for all Amencsns to make the most of the ives God gave thent, This momest
in which the caciad divide is so clearly out in the open need oot be a setback for us. 1t presents us
with o great opportunity, and we dare not et i pass us by, (Applause.)

fn the past when we've had the courage to face the truth nbout our fhilure to live up 1o our
wwen hust ideals, wo've grown stronger, moved forward and restored proud Amencan optimism.
& !



At such 1urning points Ameriea proved to preserve the union and abolished slavery: o
cmbracewomen's suffrage: (0 guarantee basic fegal rdghts w America without regard 1o race.
wider the leadership of President Johnson, Ateach of these monwnts. we booked in the national
mirror and were brave enough 1o say., this 15 not who we arer we're better thiuy tha

Ahraham Lincoln reminded us that a bouse divided against tself cannot stand, When
dyvisions have threatered o bring our house down, somchow e have alwiays moved ogether o
shore tup. My fellow Americans, our house 1% the gremoest democracy in all human hiswory.
And with alt its rociad and ethuie diversity. it hos beaten the odds of humu hstory, Bt we
know that divisions remain, and we stil have work w do. {Applause.}

The two worlds we soe now cacls contain both truth and distortion, Beidh Back and white
Amuerteans must face this, for honesty 15 the only goteway 10 the many a¢ts of reconciiution
will unite one workds at last inte one Americn,

White America must nnderstand and acknowledge the roots of black pain. It began with
uriegual treatment first in Jaw and Jater in fact, African Americans indeed hove lived oo long
with a justice svatent that 11 too many cases bos bean ond continues to be fogs than jost,
{Applause.y The record of sbuses extends from lynchings and wwmped up charges to ialse arcests
andd potice brutadity. The tragedies of Emmett Till and Rodney King are blowdy markers on the
vury sine foad.

Still weday too many of owr police oificers play by the nubes of the bad ofd days. s
bevond wrong when law-abiding hlack parents hiave to tell their luw-abidmg children o foar dwe
police wiose salaries are paid by their own taxes, (Applauss.}

And blacks are right to think something Is terribly wrong when Afvican Amencm e
ary many tipes anere Jikely 1o be victims of homicide than any othier group in this country: when
fhere are more Atrican American men in our corrections sysien thay in our cotleges: when
almost one intheee African American men i their 20s are cither iy jaill on purole or othernwise
under the supervision ot the criminal justice system -- nearly one wthree, Al thalis o
Jdisproportionate pereentage in comparison o the pereentage of blacks who use deugs w1 owr
society. Now. would like every white person bere and in Ameriva 1o wke 2 moment 1o think
honw e or she would feel i one in three white men were in similue circunisiaices.

And there i st onacceptable economie disparity between blacks and whites, s so
fashionable otk wday sbout Alvican Amerieans as U they have buen sine sort of prowected
class, Mame whites think blacks are getting niore than their fair share in twoms of Jobs aid
promatiotts, That is not trie. That 18 not true. {Applause.}

The wruth is that Afvican Americans still make on average about 6 percent of what whie
people do: that more than half of Atrican American children Hive tn poverty, And at the very
time cur young Amuorienans need aceess 10 eollege more than ever before, black college
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envailment is deopping 16 America,
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On the other hand, blacks muost understand and scknowledue the routs of witdie fear in
Anrerica, There is aegitimane fear of the violence that is wo prevalent tn our wbar arcas:
aften by experience or al least whal prople suee on the news at night violenee tor those white
prople wo often has a bluek ke,

Uit racist for o parent 1o pudl bis or ber child close when walking through a higheerime
neighborhood. or w wish to stay away from neighborhoods where imnocent chitdeen can be shot
i sehool ar standing st bos stops by thugs driving by with assault weapons or toting handguns
like old west desperados. (Applause.)

Hoisa't racist for parenis to recoil in disgust when they read abow a nattonal survey of
gy members sayving thal twosthinds of them fved justified in shoating someene simply for
showing them diseespest. 1t tan't racist for whites 1o say they don't undersiand why people put up
with.gangs on the comer or in the prajects. or with drugs belog seld W the schools ur in the upen.
Iy not racist for whites to assert that the culture of weltare dependency, omvofanedlock
pregoancy and absent Ltherhood cannot be broken by saciol programs unless there s {irst more
persenal responsihility. (Applause)

Thoe great potentivl for this nurch taday, bevond the black community . is that whites will
conme o see o Jarger touth «+ tha blacks sharg their fears and emhbrace thelr gonvictions: openly /
assert that without changes n the black community and within individuals, real change for cur

sochuty will pot come,

This margh could remind white people that maost black
people share their old-fashioned American valugg - (applause) - for
myest Black Amencans still do work hurd, care for their families. pay
thelr txes, and obey the low, oflen under circwmstances which
tar more difficult than those their white counterpants face,
fAppinuse}

Imagine how vou would feel if vou were a young parent in your 20s with 1 vounyg ¢hild
living 1 a housing project, working somewhere for 33 an boor with o health msurance, passing
every day people on the street selling drugs, making 100 times what vou make, Thase people are
the renl heroes of Auneried today, and we should recognize that, (Applause.)

And white peoply 100 often forget that they are notimmune W the problems block
Asericans face - crimwe. drugs. domestic abuse. and teen pregnaney, They e oo prevalent .
mnong whiles s well, and some of these problemss are growing faster in ow white posulation
han in our minority population. (Applause.}

so we of) have o stake in solving these common problems togetber, It is therelors wrong
for swhie Americans © do what they have done oo often simply (o move turther away {rons the

probloms and suppert policies that will only muake thent worse. (Applause.)

Finally, boih sides seem o fear deep down side that thev ) never yuite be able o see



cach other as more than enemy faces. alt of whony carry at feast a sliver of bigotry i their
hearts, [Iitferences of opinion roated in differsnt experiences are healthy, indeed essential. for
demuocracivs. But differences so great and so rooted i race threaten to divide the house Mr,
Lincoln gave his lite to save. As Dr. King said, "W must fearn o live mgetber

as brothers, or we will gerish as fools.” {Applause.)

Revognizing one another's real grievances is only the Hirst step. We must sl take
responsibility for curselves, our conduct and our attitudes. America. we nsust clean our house of
rcism. {Apphuse.)

To our while citizens, [ say. | know most ol you ever day do vaur very best by vour own
Hghts «~ to live o life free of diserintination. Nevertbeless, too many destructive ideas are vaining
carreney inour rddst. The taped volce of one policeman should B vou with outre.
{Applause.) And so Dsay, we must elean the house of white America ol meisn, Amcricans wha
are i the white mjority should be proud o siand up and be beard deseunging the sort of
racist rhnsteric we heard on that wpe - so loudiy and efearly derouncing i that our black fellow
citizens can hear us. White racisn may be black people’s burden, but it's white peopic’s probicm.
{Applause.] Wemust clean our house. {Applause.} '

To our black eitizens. [ hanoe the presence of hundreds of thousands of men in
Washington today, committed o atonement and to personal responsibility, and the commitroont
of millions of other men and women who are African Americans (o this cause. | call upon
vou 1o build on this cffort. o share equally I the promise ofAmerica. Bat to do that, vour house,
1o, must s cloaned of vacism, There see oo many wday - (applause} - there are e many
tdav, white and black, on the left and the right. on the street corners and radio waves, who seek
ter soww division for thetr own purposes. To them I say, no more. W must be one. (Applanse)

Lang belfore we were so diverse, our nation's motto was I Pluribus Unum - ot of many,
we are uikt. We must be one -- ag neighbaors, as fellow cittzens: not separate camps. but family -
white. bluck, Latine, all of us, no matter bow different, who share basie American values and are
witling 1o ltve by them,

When a child 1s gunned down on g street in the Brons., fo matter what our raee, he is our
American ¢hild. When a woman dies from a beating, no matier what our riee or hers, she is our
American sister. (Applause.y And every tme drugs ¢ourse through the vein of another child, it
clouds the future of sl cur Amernican chikdren. (Applause)

Whethier se Hike It or not, we are one agtion, ane fanily, indivisible. Agd for us, diverce
or separation are not options. {(Applause.)

Flere, in 1995, on the edge of the 21st century, we dare not welerate the existence of two
Amerieas. Uinder my wateh, 1 will do everything 1 can to see that as soon as possible there is
ondy e - one America under the cale of law? one social contrt conunitied not i whner take
all, but 1o piving afl Americans a chance to win - one America. {Apphuse.)



Well, bow do we get there? Fisst, wday T ask every
guverpor, every naayor. every business leader. every church feader,
every evic Teader, ovary umon steward, overy student leader - 1mowt
HRGOranL. every cifizen - i every workpluce and learning place and
meeling place all across Amerien 10 take personal responsibiline for
renching out te people of different races, for takmg Hine w sit
down and wik through tas issue to have the courage 1o speik S
honestly and frankiy: and then o have the discipline © listen
guiethowith an open miind and an open heart, as others do the s,
tApphae,

This nmay seem Bke a simple request, but for teas of millions of Asmericans, this has
never buen w reality, They have never spoken, and they have never Hatenwd -- not really, not
really. (Applause) Lam convineed. based on a rieh Jifotime of fricadships and conmvon
endeavors with people of ditferent races, that the Anencun people will tind vat they have o lat
more 10 commmon than they thisk they do. {Applause))

The second thing we have to do is to defend and enhance real oppartupity. 'nt not
afking abon opportunity for black Americans or opportunity tor white Americans: 'm tadking -
about opportunity for ol Americans. (Applause.} Sooner or later, all our spesking, ol our
Hatoning, all our caring has 1o fead to constroctive action tegether tor our words and our
intentions 1o have meaning, Wy can do this frst by truly rewarding work and Hmilv in
government policies, in employment policies, in community practices.

We alse have o reatize that there are some areus of var coungry - whether in urban areas
ar poor rurnl areas ike south Texas or eustern Arkansas - where these problems are going 1w be
more prevadent just beeause thare s no opportunity, There i anly so much wmptation same
people can stuxt whe they turn up agaiost @ brick wall day after dav after day, Andiiweonn
spread the benelits of education sind free enterprise o those who huve beast denied them 1o Tong
angd whe ure isolwed in enclaves in this cowntry, ther we have o moral obligation o do ke D wild
be good for our counttry, (Applause.)

Third and perhaps most important of all, we have to give every chisld s this countey. and
every wdult who still needs it the opportunity to et 3 good education. (Applansey President
Johason understood that, and now that T am privileged 1o bave this job and 1o louk haek across
the whole sweep of American history. | can appreciate how truly histaric his commiitnentio the
stmple idea that every child in this country ought 10 have an sppottanity W get a goud. sudi,
dueent. fultiliing education was, 1 was revolutionary then., and it s revaelutionary today.
(Applause.}

Today that matters meere than ever, 1'm trving o do iy part, [ Oyhiing hard aguinst
¢ifors w roll back family seeerity. aid W distressed communities, and support jor educdion.
want it W be casier for poor ehildren to get off o & good start in school, ot harder, | want it to
he casier for gvervbody 1o go 1o college and stay there, not harder, {(Appiaase.) [ want to mend

affesative sotton, but | do not think America is at o place woday where wecan end 5, The



evidence of the fust several weeks shows that. {(Applause.)

But et us remembser, the people mueching in Washingion today are right ahout vae
tundamentad (hing -- at its base, this issuc of rage 15 not about government or political leadors: it
is about what is in the heart and e muags and 1S o The Aierican people. There will be no
progress 11 ihe absence of real responsibitity on the part of all Americags, Nowhere is (hat ,
respronsilility more important thar iy our efforts to promote public satety and presenve the pyle of
o,

[S—

Law and order is the tirst respensibiity of government, Our ¢itizens must respeat the faw
and those whe enforee it Police have a Bfe and desth regponsibilioy nover. never to abuse 1he
power gramted then by the people. We know. by the way. what works in fighting crime also
happuns to improve relationships between the races, What works in fighting erime is comnuity
policing. W have scen it working all across America. The erime rate is dowa, The muorder rte
is down wiere people relate 1o ench other aerass the lines of police and commumity in an open.
honest, respectiul, supportive way, We can fower erime and raise the st of race reludions i
America iwe will comember this simple wath, (Applause.)

But it this is going o work. police departiments have 1w be fir and engaged with, not
estranged o, tieir communities, | am comumitied to making this kind of community policing o
realaty all gerass our country, But you must be commitied o muking it reahiny in vour
conmunities. We have to root out the remmants of racksm in our police departments, We've got
to gat it st of our vitire criminal justive systam. But just as the police have a saeeed duty 1o
project the commuaity fairty. all of our citizens have a sacred responsthility o respect the police:
te teaeh our young people 1o respeet them; and then to support them and work with them so that
they cun sueeeed B making us sufer. {(Applause.)

Lat's not forget, most police oifieers of whatever raee are bunest people whe fove the by
and puat thetr lives on the Hes so that the gitizens they're protecting e fead degent., seeure
fives, and so that their children con grow up w do the same.

Finally, [want1o say, on the day of this march, o moment about o grucinl arca of
responsibilivy -- the responsibility of fatherhood. The single biggest socint problem in our
socicly may be the growing sbsence of tathers from their cluldren’s honses. becanse it contibutes
1o so many other social problems. One child in four grows up 4 Buhuerdess home, Without o
father to help guide. without a tather w care, without o father to seach bows 1o be nren sod W
teach girls to expeet respect from men. iU harder, {Applanse)) There are o ot of mothers ow
there doing a magniiicent job alone - (applanse} -- @ magnilicent job alone, but it is hacder,

s haeder. {Applouse.) This. of course, 18 not g black probiem or a Latine problero or o white
problem: it is an American problem. But # aggravates the conditions of the ruend divile.

Fknow from my awn bife it is harder because myv own father died before [was boro, and
v stepiather's battle with alcohol kept him from being the futher he might bave been. But for
alf farhers. parenting 1s not casy and every parent makes mistakes. | know that, oo, from my own
experience. The pointis that we need people o be there for thetr children day after day, Buildiog



a family is the hardest job a man can do. but its also the mest imporang

Fur those who are neglecting their ehifdeen. [ say it iy vut too late: vour children st
need vour. To those who only send money in the Form of child support. | sav keep sending the
cheeks: vour kids count on them, and we'll catch yvou and enioree the law if vou stop. {Applause,)
But the message of this warch today -- one message 15 that vour money {8 no replacement foy
your guiding, vour caring. you loving the children vou brought into this werld, {Applause.)

We can only build strong families when aten and women respect each othwrs when they
bave parinerships: when men are as involhved in the homeplace as wamen bave beconwe involved
in the workplace. {Applause) [ means, among other things. that we must Keep working oni
wy end domestic vinlenee against women and childeen, {Applanse T how those men in
Washington wday pladgs amaeng other things to rever, never raise their hand In viehonee
agaitst i wonunn (Appluuse.)

S0 today, my fellow Americans, [ honor the bluck wien marching in Washington 1o
deronstrate their commitnient to themselves, their Bamilics. and theie communities, | honor the
millions of men and wonen in Amenca, the vast majority of every cotor. who without fisfure er
recognition do what H ks to be good fathers and good mothers. goad workers and good
gitizens, They all deserve the thanks of Anwerics. (Applause)

But when we leave here today. what are vou going o do? What are vou going 1o do? et
all-of us who want to stand up against racism di} our part to roll buck the divide, Begin by
seeking out people in the workplace. the clessroom. the community, the seighborhood across
town. the places of worship w actually sit down and have those honest conversinions | tulked
about - canversalions where we speak opendy and listen and understand hose others view thus
world of ours.

Make no mistake about . we can bridge this great divide. This s, alter all. o very gread
couttiy. And wie heve become great by what we have overcome, We bave e world's strongest
veonomy. and 11's on e move. But we've realty Lasted because we have undursiood that owr
suceess could mever be mcu&nmd sofely by the size of aur Gross National Praduct, (Appliuse )

I believe the march in Washington today spawned such an outpouring because it is a
reflection of something deeper and stronger that i running throughout our American connmunity,
b heliove duwt in millons and millions of different ways, our entire country is reasserting our
comumiiment © the bodrock values that made our country great ind that make Hie worth living,

The great divides of the past call for and were addressed by legal and fegislative changes.
They were addressed by leaders tike Lyndon Jolnsan, whe passed the Civil K égjzz\ Actand the
Voting Rights Act. (Applause.) And to be sure, this great divide reguires o puiblic response by
demucratically-elected lenders. But today we are really dealing, and we know 1, with problems
that grow 1n Jarge measure out of the way all of us ook at the world with our minds and the way
we feel about the world with our hearts.

-



And therefore, while leaders and legislation may be important. this is work that has o be
done by every single one of you. (Applause.) And this is the ultimate test of our democraey. tor
today the house divided exists fargely in the minds and hearts of the American people. And 1t
must be united there in the minds and hearts of our people.

Yes, there are some who would poison our progress by selling short the great character
of our people and our enormous capacity to change and grow. But they will not win the day: we

will win the day. {(Applause.)

With your help -- with vour help -- that day will come a lot sooner. |will do my part,
but vou. my tellow citizens. must do vours.

Thank you. and God bless you. {(Applause.)
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