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President Clinton’s
Agenda for Rural America

Executive Summary



President Clinton believes that the key to a strong rural Amernica 1s preserving family life and
family values on the farm and 1n smail towns, As we approach the 21st century, President
Clinton will fight to provide rural families and communities with the opportunities they need
to survive and flounish. To do that, President Clinion believes we must have an Agends for
Rural America that is based on:

» A bread-based strategy fo bring new econnmic opportunities into small towns
i rural America to strengthen and supplement fanning opportunities;

- Cantioued investment in research that wall make it possible for all rural
Amenicans, especially smaller farmers, to seize the opportunities of the
information revolution and compete and win in the global marketplace;

. A farmer-friendly agriculfure policy that gives competitive small farmers the
chance to survive and does not put them at a disadvantage to corporate farmers.

President Clinton has worked hard 1o make the economy work for rural Americans and their
families. He has pursued a national economic strategy that infuses more capital, investment,
and opportunity into rural America, That strategy bas worked. Since President Clinton took
office, the economy has generated over 6.3 million jobs and the unemployment rate has
dropped from 7.7 to 5.5%. Families and communities in rural Amernica have benefitied from
that recovery, but the President knows we need to do more,

President Clinton's vision for the future of rural America is the same one he has for the rest
of America, Creating a disciplined government and a healthy sconomy is good for ail
Americans. Catting the deficit three years in a row cases the burden of debt on all of us. Al
Americans win if the President's pian to reform welfare and promote work becomes law,
President Clinton s fighting for a Middle Class Bill of Rights to help all middle-class
families meet the costs of raising and educating their children. And he is working to make
urban and rural neighborhoods safe for our children. But, rural Amaerica also has special
needs, and the President recognizes that the Farm Bill offers an opportunity to set sound,
common-sense policy for Amertcan agricultare and rural communities into the next century.

As Congress rewrites the Farm Bill, President Clinton will make sure it builds on the
successey of the past two years, The new bill must reform programs that have become
ineffective, while keeping those that work. The major principles guiding the Administration's
agriculture and rural agenda, set out below, must build on the progress we have made so far

1. Mauaintaining the Farm Economy’s Foundation, President Clinton has promoted
3 farmer-friendly policy at the Agriculture Department, while cutting bureaucracy
and easing the paperwork burden on farmers. This year, the Clinton
Administration will propose changes to commodity programs that enhance the
entreprencgurial ability of our farmers. Those reforms will build on the promiges
to farmers the President has honored and policies he has promoted to help them,

» Building a Market for Ethanol. President Clinton has honored his
commitment to ingrease market opportunities for corn-derived ethanol,
Regulatory changes he announced on ethano! in 1993 will boost the
market for com and also cut urban smog significanty,

. Crop Insurance Refarm. President Clinton signe{i‘a CrOp NSUrance
reform measure that will end the need for ad hoc disaster assistance
and guarantee affordable, reliable crop insurance for farmers,



Expanding Markets for American Agriculture, President Clinton and his
economic team have worked hard {o increase farm exporis and achieve trade
agreements that are fair to American farmers and ranchers. Their determination o
open foreign markets has worked. This Administration has made gains in trade
agreements that have helped America build a $20 billion agricultural trade surplus.

-

WNew Markets for Americas Farm Products, American farmers are
now selling rice in Japan and apples to Chuna for e first time. The
Clinton Adminsiration has made a lemporary agreement with the
Canadians on wheat, and used our export enhancement program o sell
pork 1o the former Soviet states for the first time,

Negotistions to Cut Foreign Farm Subsidies. In the GATT -
agreement, the Clinton Administration received a commitment from
the Europeans to cut their agricultural subsidies dramatically after
years of stalling. That spreement aliowed us to cut farm subsidies.

Espanding Rursl Economie Opportunity, In today’s rural economy, only 7.6
percent of Amencans earn their living directly from farming. That is why
President Clinton is pursuing a broad-based rural economic strategy that invests in
people, safety, health care and our physical and information infrastructure,

-

Investing in Education: the Key ta Rucal America's Future.
President Chinton has made education and traming the comerstone of
his economic strategy for the future. The Clinton Adminisiration
recognizes that technology makes a difference in the quality of
education in rural areas, where access o hbraries, gualified teachers
and broad curriculum offerings ts all oo often extremely limited.

Fighting Crime in Rural Communities. President Clinton knows
that crime is one of the greatest threats 1o the rural way of life That
is why he is fighiing back: by paying for more new police officers in
every state and across rural America; by directing US Attormeys to
coordinate a nationwide anti-violent crime initiative; and by fighting
for 10 keep guns out of the hands of criminals, while preserving the
right of law-abiding citizens to own and use them, .

Making Health Care Affordable and Accessible in Rural America.
President Chinton recently signed a bill that reestablishes the wax
deduction for seif-employed people, including farmers, for their health
insurance. Under that law, farmers will receive a 28 percent tax
deduction that increases to 30 percent next year. That bill will make
health care more affordable for 3.2 million American farmers,
independent business people and professionals.

Expanding Access to the Information Superhighway. President
Clinton has worked hard to join the information superhighway and the
gountry road. He has proposed the deveiopment of & National
Information Superhighway -- a network of networks that wall change
the way we live and leam and work. It wall be built, run and
maintained by the private sector. His Administration has targeted
investments in telemedicing and distance leaming to bring new
educational opportunities and better health care 1 rural American
schools and families.



Fromoting Seund Stewardship of America’s Resources. President Clinton
balieves that most peopie who live in rural America are natural environmentalists.
Parmers understand the nesd to preserve the quality of the land, the richness of
the topsoil and the punty of the water. The Clinton Administration has worked to
craft environmental protection that makes sense to the people who wmi( and live
with the rules and regulations:

. " Soil Conservation Reserve President Clinton believes the soil
conservation program is a practical way to allow farmers to be
environmentally friendly, while helping them economically

s Bay Deita Agreement. In Califormia, the Clinton Administration
brokered a wmpt&mzs& between environmentalisis and farmers who
had fought over water in the Bay Delta for vears.

- Wetlands, The Clinton Adminisiration has developed a practical way
to administer the Jaw that preserves wetlands and the important role
they play in water filtration and purification of water.

. Endangered Species Act. President Clinton believes that we can
protect the biodiversity of cur country without putting peopie out of
business. In California, the Secretary of the Interior has worked hard
to reconciie centain conflicts between the Endangered Species Act and
developers, and the Secretary of Agriculture will follow the same
balanced approach with farmers.

Promoting Sound Science and Research for the Next Century. President
Clinton supports a strong research agenda in agniculture and across the board. To
meet the challenges of the 21t century, we must invest in technology that wail
improve agricultural produchvity, solve environmental problems and create new
opportunines. President Clinton has developed an economic conversion agenda
that will enable us to turn research into real jobs in rural Amenica. That agenda
seeks a partnership among all levels of government and private research
institutions to pursue ground-breaking research in a cost-effective way, The
President will fight to preserve this research strategy as we rewrite the Farm Bill.

Enmnng a Safe Food Supply. Even in a nation with a safest food supply in the
world, we still need to bring scientific control to our meat and poultry production.
This food safety effort should extend from farm to table. The Clinton
Admimstration will pursue its science-based food safety proposals, the single most
comprehensive update of food safety laws since they were first enacted,

Providing a Healthy Diet for AH Americans. All Americans need access to a
healthy diet. The Clinton Administration will propose the first modemnization of
federal nutrition programs since their inception, While honoring our commitment
to fighting bunger, the Clinton Administration wll propose reforms to improve
deltvery and maintain the fiscal imegeity of nufrition programs.

Marketing the Best of American Agriculture. No other country can maich the
American food system’s ability 10 move food from farm to table efficiently and
effectively, This year, the Clirvon Administration will propose reform gudelines
for some of our most important marketing programs.  The Administration will also
rensw s commitment to ;}rowct,mg American agmuimm from the threat of
foreign pests,



Session 1. Agricultural Products (generally)

Possible theme; dmerican agriculture in the next century. Keep discussion at vision level, weave
i specifics, but avoid debate on particular programs (loan rates, EEP, etc}, POTUS 10
emphasize the importance of agriculture, innovation and new techniques (no-till), need for and
the reexamination of government's role.

Diustrative participants:

fowa Famm Study Group

Fruits & vegetables industry (CA, FL, TX)

Onc representative speaking for the major commodity groups

Dale Hathaway (Mational Center for Food & Agricultuse Policy)

Disaster relief recipient '

Prof. Bruce Gardner, University of Maryland

Future Farmers of America

AN S

Danges zoncs:
1. Pledges on commuexdity programs {by either POTUS or Espy)
2. Tobacco tax

i . .
1. Ag reinvomtion ¢

EHC.
Session 2. In‘t%'maiiot;a"l Trade in Agricultural Products

Possible therae: The changing architecture of the world ecanomy: the need for open markeis
and sieps we've faken~~NAFTA, UR~GATT, APEC. POTUS to emphasize success of value~
added food producers, e.g.

1 . g )

i, Value-added food~product manufacturers
2. DEIP (with caveat)
3. EEP participants

4. Imiporter

E

|

1. Sensitive prodducts: e.g., dairy, textiles
1. NAFTA

2 UG-GATT

3. APEC



Sessfor 3.  Natural Resources, the Envirenment, and Regulation

Possible themes: () Owr common interest in the environment; farmers as first-lne
environmentalists. POIUS to emphasize creativity in farming techniques and the need for
creativity in farm & land -muarnagement policy, (i1} The need to reinvent the regulation of
agriculture——extending Secretary Espy's successful reinvention effort from the siructure of the
Depariment and into the substance of reguiation.  Topics such as food safety and inspection,
pesticide regulation, farm worker health and safety,

|

Remington Farms (experimental fam) .
No-till farmer Jais. ﬁ‘\afla}

Henry Wallace Institute Poom war K!!m':é , “ToaTrva (x;‘tébi';ﬁu-e A})
Food-safery advoeates

Processers

B 00 1 e

|

Takings
Unfunded mandates
ESA (fairy shrimp)

Ethanol e Bledum - G\, Wb

Wetlands policy
Pesticides

CRP extension
NW Forest Plan

il L

F

1
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Site 11 North Carolina — H Capital

Session 1. Human Capital jn Rural America (generally)
Possible theme: Preparing rural workers and families for the challeges of today and the next
century. New opportunities made possible by technology (tele ~commuting, tele~educationetc. ).

i . i )
I Tele—commuter

2. High school guidance counselor
3. Mavor

Duanger zones:

1. School finance

 dmimistrati .

1.

Session 2. School-to-work
Possible theme; Gur children as our future: school—to=work as a critical juncture in t}xczr
development.

1 Studenis

2. Americorp volunteer
3 Teachers
Danger_zongs:

1.

1. School~to=-work »
2. Goals 2000
3. Amcricom

Session 3.  Retraining & Lifclong Learning
Possible theme: The mabile worker:  portable health care & pensians; lifelong :‘eammg,
retraining without dislocation. The NIl as a training tool.

mnsmn&;mum

Qangnz.mns:s:
1.
1. : .



Site 11 Cali .
Session 1. Trade and Economic Growth

Possible theme: Changing archivecture of the global economy. Western US, in particular, well~

situated to benefit from global growth. Globalization is the dominant force shaping the entire

Nation's economy~~—rural America is no exception.

1 . e )

1. Manufacture exporters

2. Agricultural expotters

1 Igz arati i {! -

. migration

ACministTation SUCCESSES:  po . ﬁ\};ﬁ«-L-fF;vm Woess -HUD

i. NAFTA: California exported $6.6 billion worth of goods to Mexico and $7.3 blllmn
worth of goods to Canada in 1992

2. GATT: California exported 318.7 billion worth of goods to Europe in 1992,

3 Export Controls: About 40% of all export licenses are issued to Californda firms.,

4, Export Promotion: The National Export Strategy climinated or significantly reduced
licensing requirements for about $37 billion of exports.

Session 2.  Fransportation, anr&simatum, & Rural Economic Growth

Dlustrative participants: -
Dang;x_m *
Administiration SuCCesses:



Peter YWNEC Rough Daft/28 September 1994
Si Hlinois — E i Devel
H
Session 1, Fonndations for Success

Possible theme: Tdentifying the special needs of rural areas. Critical role of private secior; need
Jor complete parinership (federal, state, loval, private),

Hustrative participants:
1. Model programs
2. A&Z{I

1. B fif}& Cnmpcnmc Communitics
2. EZ/EC

Session 1. Access to Capital

Possible theme: Businesses need capital vo form and grow. No Administration has done more
to improve access 1o capital.  Interest rate reductions through deficit reduction was only the
beginning.

Hiustrative pariicipants; \

1. Small businessperson

2. New entreprencur

3. Bank cxecutive

Danger 20nes: :

1. Interstate bavking -

yA Farm credit system

CRA reform, testing & enforcoment
CDFI

SBA low-dog, po—-doc

SBICs

Interstate banking

SSBICs

AR S e

Session 2. Regulation & Access to Markets

Possible theme: Capital and markets have a chicken ~and-egg relationship. Technology has
rendered the economy giohal. We are improving rural access to global markets.

1 " g -

1. Importer/exporter

2. Highly regulated business

s
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Small Business Regulatory Forum
Manufacturing Extension
TRP/ATP?

Reg Flex

Export controls

-
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‘September 9, 1994

INFORMATION MEMOMNDUM TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
NATIONAL RURAL CONFERENCE

FROM: Karl Stauber
Deputy Under Secretary

SUBJECT: Background on the National Rural Conference

ISSUE:

Last fall, in response to a letter from 44 Members of Congress, President Clinton
decided that the Adminisiration should convene a National Rural Summit 1o discuss
the needs and opportunities of the rural parts of America. The President designated
USDA as the host department, and organizational responsibility was given to the Small
Community and Rural Development mission area. We have been working closely
with White House Cabinet Affairs 1o nail down a date and structure for the
Conference. We have also been keeping the staffs of Misters Dorgan, Durbin, and -
Bumpers informed, as they are the "prime movers” of this effort on the Hill. The
information contained .in this packet reflects our preliminary work thus far, which
includes consideration of four simultancous Conference sites.

DISCUSSION: .

The intent of the Conference is (o demonstrate the Administration’s concern for and
commitment to the future of rural America. The Conference will be organized as 2
"listening event,” similar to the American Indian meeting held at the White House.
The Conference will provide rural Americans with an opportunity to articulate their
vision of the future. The following points have been decided: ’

4

A
1. Muyli-Site Bvent - December 1 i ;
The Conference will be 2 multi-site event, last one day and occur on December Ne W/
I, 1994, The President will participate in the Conference, at the Jowa location, N
for approximately two hours, He will deliver a major address on rural issues.
After a short break the President and Secretary ﬁspf will co-chuir a one and
one-half hour round table on agriculture and natural resources.

NITY EMPLDYER
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Sites - Topics - Hosts:

The Conference will focus on specific issues of importance o rural America.
Each issue will be handled in a manner modeled after the Little Rock Economic
sunpnit. Each site will host the presentation and examination of one topic area.
All sites will be hinked electronically. Each of the sessions will last
approximately 0 mimates. Each Conference site will invite 250-300 people to
attend, with 20 o 30 of these people participating in roundtable discussions on
the issues specific 1o that site.

One or two Cabinet members will be the President’s representative and host at
each site. That Cabinet member will also chair the discussion of one i{}plz‘.:
The anticipated sites, topics and hosts include:

- North Carolina, education and training, Secretaries Riley and Reich

- Hlinois, economic development, Secretary Brown and Administrator Bowiles
- lowa, agriculture and natural resources, President Clinton and Secretary E
- California, mfrastructure energy, and transportation, Secretaries O'Lea
and Pelia.

We are working with our Farmer's Home Administration State Directors to nail
down specific sites and facilities in rural parts of these states. We anticipate
working closely with land grant universities as agents to provide critical site
arrangements. USDA will be responsible for coordination and process of all
sites and the substance of the lowa discussions. Each other Cabinet
depanment will be r%pens;bie for the substance of the issues related 1o their
secretary’s location.

Financial Support:

We suggest an account be established (NRC Account) within USDA for
purposes of securing the goods and services necessary for the Conference.
Each participating department/agency will advance their fair share of the B
Conference budget to the NRC Account. A first draft of an inter-departmental
Cooperative Agreement to clanfy these roles is contained in Appendix 1.
USDA will make ceriain purchases direct, others through the land grant
universities.



4, Information Superhighway Role:
The Conierence will 'be a demonstration of the benefits and possibilities of the
Information Superhighway for rural America. It is proposed that, 30 days prior
to the Conference, Vice President Gore and Secretary Espy introduce the
Superhighway aspects of the Conference and begin an "Electronic Fair™ over
the Internet system. Modeled after an old-stvle stawe or county fair, the
Efectronic Fair will be a place where rural people can exchange ideas on the
Conference subjects, see the latest products, promote epportunities and compete
for awards related to rural development. There are now over 30 million
Internet users and we expect broad participation over this medium.

§. QOverall Leadership:
USDA will have overall responsibility for the mordmatmn of the multi-site
Conference. Each individual site will be operated cooperatively by the
sponsoring federal departments and USDA. USDA’s Teleconferencing Center -
will coordinate and produce the televised video event along with contract crews
at each site, linked by satellite.

6. Qutcomes:
The National Rural Conference will have several major outcomes. It will
produce an opportunity for thousands of Americans, especially rural Americans,
to express their diverse views about opportunities and problems in the least
populated parts of the United States. It will demonstrate the potential of the
Information Superhighway as a new critical competitive capacity for all rural
commaunities. It will provide the President and Members of the Cabinet with an
opporiunity (o speak out on the role of the Federal government in rural
development, Finally, it will produce a series of papers and other products on
rural issues.

CONCLUSION:

Basic plans are now being deveioped for the National Rural Conference. Itisan
excellent opportunity 10 get the President involved in rural issues, (o showcase the
work of the Departiments and agencies in these areas and demonstrate leadership and
cooperation among Federal agencies and other organizations, Each Federal
Department’s role in the Conference will be critical. The Conference provides an
additional opportunity for each Cabinet official to articulate their ideas about the funire
of rural America directly to the people.




DEFPARTMENT OF AGRICUILTURE
QFFICE OF THE SECHETARY
WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20280

MEMORANDUM

TO: Phil Caplan
FROM. Karl Stauber
DATE: September 9, 1994

SUBIECT: National Rural Conference

We are pleased to begin the substantive aspects of planning and developing the
National Rural Conference (NRC), and to engage the other Departments in this
process. With only 82 calendar days until December 1, we have our work cut out for
us to nail down the details and see that the Conference goes as planned, The attached
materials should provide our new partners in this effort with adequate background
information on the Conference plans to date.

Significant staff hours of varied expertise will be needed. This event will be available
to the public over many mediums including satellite televigion and computer networks.
We have established an Office of the National Rural Conference in the USDA South
Building, Room 2854-§. The primary NRC contacts are:

Staff Coordinator Fred Roane (202) 690-0735 Fax (202) 720-1002
Technical Advisor Tom Tate  (202) 6900739 Fax (202) 720-3541
Internet E-Mail Address: ttate@esusda.gpv

Mailing address for the NRC office is:
USDA/REA
Office of the National Rural Conference
Room 2854-South Bkig
i4th & Independence Ave.
Washington, DC 20250-1500

P



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 12, 1931

The Honorabkle Mike Espy
Secretary of Agriculture
Washington, D.€. 202590

Dear Mike:

Recently, 24 U.$. Senators and Representatives wrote to
me, asking that I convene a summit on farm peolicy and rural
developnent. I know you will agree with me that this is an
ideal way to address the problems of raral America.

As you will see in the enclosed correspondence, I have
conmitted this Administration te bringing all of the intended
parties together, and I hope that you ¢an take the lead in
organizing the meeting. After seeing the results of, your
superb efforts in organizing the summit on hunger and
nuotyrition, I look forward to a very productive meeting.

Representation st the summit should be inclusive, and
the subject matter should be comprehensive. Rural Aperica
iz affected by issues related to pural manufacturing, health
care reform, communicaticns, and transportation as well as
farn policy.

I lock forward to meeting with representatives of our
nation's rural areas to discuss these ceritical issuves. My
staff will work closely with you and provide any assistance
you need ¢o make this meeting as successful as possible.

sincerely,

Tw



Comaress of the Enited States
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June 15, L9913 &

o™
Bonorable William J. Tlizmhon -
o Whits House <A
Washington, D.C. 283500 “s
o
=7

Dear Mr. Preogident:

) We ave wrlting as mupbexs of the U.8, Congress who represent
rural aress to ask you Uy «envens & "sumsdt on farm policy and
raral devolopment” this year, We ask you to join us in 4 snmit
mesting of farm bell legisistors, farsors, and fare organizations
to dovelop a plan to astorm econcmic health to the farm helt
staten.

For over 2 dgcade wo hove kaan £80iny slow economic
gtrangulation in zunal Aserica. Tou many feamily farwars are
unable to make & living asd are lesving the farm. Emall town
businessas aye boarding up, And rural atates are losing
population,

Qur aconvmy Ao in deop txouble in rurxal Amerioz, Mr,
Frasident. But our citizann are not protasting in the streets
and they ore not rupning tractoccadas to Wamhington,

Rathor, their anger bhan tamrned to despalir as thousands have
quielly closed buminonses, left farms &nd gone o the urban
centers sceking work and economic aurvival for thelrs fnmiliasf

The main culpcit in xurcel Asecica'e economic tyoubles is
chronically low prices for the commodities femily farmezs
producs. Low farm pricas, as a rosult, have had & devastatiny
impact on owr sation rwcsl ¢oonoty. ¥oxr over o decade wo've losot
jobr and now wa arg loging peopls.

tast year ws asked President Bush to copvena a summift On
rural Asaerica to e=mplore ways 4in which the President and Congress
con help remstore agonomic health o Amarica'e heartland, .
Propident Bush wag nof willing to 4o that,

Today we appeal to you to 1oin s 4in holding a summit to
discuss lssues affocting rural Anerics. We balleve the Clinton
Rdministratien van offox nuy hope and new opportunity to a reglon
cf the country that has not chaxed in Amagice's prosperity in the
past couple of decaden.

. HWa recogniza that the cognomlic problems of rursl America
cannot ba solved entirely by the federal govermment. But current
fedoral farm policies ore clearly net working. Unless and uantil
the federal government provides real leadership in creating an
agricultural policy that meves fasm prices shove the cost of


http:ro.nru.ng

June 14, 1893 '
foage Two . :

production for family farmorn, wo will not sae any real progrosns
An repoiring the damage from a decade of neglect to rural Aserics
by tha pravious Adainfgstrxations.

A punmit ¢onfnrance on faxy policy and rural issues hopted
by tha Prosident of Lhe United States with paxticipation by
Oungress, farmors and other agriculsural leadexs will sand &
mopsage to family fammores, main street businanses and othors
vhuse economic survival i at steke, that thare is hope for a
«hange in national policles affacting xoral America,

Wa ask you to gexionnly consider this ragquest amd we nrge
vou tO work with us to onll o sumdt mestinyg during thix calendar
vear. Wa have no time to lose if wo &re QUing to rastore
aecanonic health Lo a rogion of our country that haa bean
struggling for <o long,

¥e coll on gou ¢ offor now hops and & now direction for
upel Ameplica.

3incearely,

United Stat@: Henator Member of ccngxaau
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June 14, 1993
Foage Three
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Thomas J. bBarlow, III enslier
Hembar ¢f Congross . United Statesz Senator
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. 1 )
THE WHITE HOUSE
) TARMINGTDS

" yuly 20, 1593

Dour Dick:

Thank you very mush for your letter of June l4. X aqgres
that the probdlets of rural Amarica can no longesr he ignored and
Aasarve sustainad attention. I alsc agveae that the bast vay to .
begin is by getting interssted partios tegother to diacugs tha
critical iseves facing rursl familice snd commmities.

o promote this objective, I will ask Mriculture Sacretary
¥ike Egpy to taka the lasd {n organizing the mesting you bave
sted, and I have directed py staf? to closaly monltax the
mm of thiz evant., Bamyetury has alrsady organizad a
firgt~rate summit on hunger and mutyd: iggues, and I have
aouplete coifidenca in hie ability to cpoarhosd this new yural
endesvar. | i § ‘
t i
¢ Lat se take this opportunity o ctato ny ballel That the
sazit ghould ba both mm:iwtﬁ itg participation ang
ive in ftg subject watter. The problams of rural
Amsrica go well heyénd agriculture. Rursl manufacturing is also
under graat pressurg, national policy in eross guch as healith
% raforn, commnichtions and traneportotion has only addsd to
PresEura.

; I lonk, forvard to working with yso to turz your sanmic
proposal into & yeaslity., | T

with bost wishes,

% ginceyaly,

h . . ¢ ‘ §A
H ’ / .

] 1 ‘

i r :

The Hemarable Richard J. Duybin
Housa of Repressntatives
Washington, D.C. -20518

1
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DEPARTMENTYT OF AGRICULTURE
OFEICE OF THE SECRETARY
WABHINGTON. $.C. 20250

MEMORANDUM ' :
TO: Christi¢ Barney) Director

Cabinet Affairs, The White House
THROUGH: Fred Slabach, Assistant Secretary

Congressional Relations

| /1l

FROM: Karl Staubher, Deputy Under Secmzaryé{ﬂr

Small Community and Rural Development
SUBJECT: National Rural Summit
DATE: March 7, 1994

Plang are currently being developed for a National Rural Summit, 10 be held in June of
this year. A decision memorandum is currently before Secretary Espy.” Bob Nash and |
have been meeting with Senator Dorgan and Represemative Durbin to get their
suggestions and keep them apprised of our progress.

When the Secretary responds 10 the decision memorandum, we will announce the
Summit. This anpouncement may be released with Durbin and Dorgan. We anticipate
that the Summit will occur at several sites through cut rural America that we will
connect electronically,. We want the Sumnut to be seen as one demanstration of how the
“electronic super highway" will benefit all of America.

As the Surmmit will focus on rural development, not just agriculiure, we wili need w
move quickly to involve other Federal Depariments in the planning and execution.
Appropriately tmed recognition from the White House could assist in this effort.
Dosgan and Durbin have indicated that they will be approaching the White House o
have the Presiden: and Secretary Espy muke kevnote addresses 21 the beginmng of the
Summit, via satellite downlink,

One additional note--Senator Bumpers, through last veur's Senate Appropriations
Conference Report, has directed the Department 1o hold a National Agricultural

AN EGUAL ORPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER i2
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Summit, We need 1o resalve how these nwo mitiatives are combined or separated. H we
use @ multi-site process as suggesied asbove, we muy wish 10 huve one of two sites morg
explicitly focus on grimarntdy agricularal ssues,

i
Attached are copies of the White House and Congressional correspondence related to
this effort, Please let me know il there are any guestions (o which | can respond.

ce: Bab Nagh

.
oyt
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NATIONAL RURAL CONFERENCE
Mission Statement

The National Rural Conference is an effort by the Office of the
President and selected Departments of the Executive Branch. The
purpose of the multi-site Conference is to facilitate dialog between
rural citizens and Federal policy makers. The Conference will be an
opporiunity for Federal officials to listen 1o the critical concerns of
rural Americans. ‘ '

The Conference will also be a demonstration of the applicability of the
Information Superhighway to rural communities. The Conference will

enlist a variety of mediums over which citizens can express their
CONCErns. "
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= NATIONAL RURAL CONFERENCE

Budget Estimates Seplember 9, 1994

i | CA . NC ¢ L1 1A . sinSite : TOTALS
i. LODGING | T ; : g
" a. Lodging Allowance 57 | 54 | 'y 49 | 40 | 249 |
, b. M & IE Allowange 34 | 30 | 30 38 | | 188
] TOTAL Per Personi2 Nights 2021 188 | 158 152 | 152 | 830
TOTAL 91 Attendees/2 Nights 18382 | 152881 13198 t3.832 1 138321 75530 |
o ; Trm——————
2. AIR FARES i ; ;
3 Federal Field EmployeasiSite 800 | S0G0 800 400 | 800 | 4,500
25 Federat DC Empioyees/Site 12,800 | 8780 9,500 | 8754 1 8.750 1 48.250
63 Guests & Speakers/Site 18,800 | 18,800 18,800 ‘38‘8{}{};! """ 18900 1 94,580
e TOTAL 32300 | 28850 29300 28,550 | 28,550 | 147,250
TOTAL Travel, Lodging & Per Diem 50,682 | 43,838 | 43,496 | Aa2.382 | 42382 | 222,780
3. MEETING FACILITIES =
a. Large Conf. RooenfHsgll . 4
b, Bisptay Facility i 7 i g1
¢. Breakout Rooms ? i ? g ? ? i 0
d. Security ' 0
& BEgidpment 0
{. BarmnarsiOisplays 1,500 1,580 1,800 m%@g{} 1.500 7.500
TOTAL 1,500 1.800 1 560 RS 1.500 1 7,500
4. SPEAKERS FEES = 0 0 [ 0§ 0] 0
5. FOOD B
a, Hox Lunchss 3,000 3,000 KREES 2,000 3,000 ) 15,000
b. Beverages 500 500 500 500 | 500 2,500
) TOTAL 3,500 3,500 3500 | 3,500 17,500
§. PRINTING & POSTAGE » , - ‘
&, Programs 1,060 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 5,000
D, invations 860 800 8430 800 800 | 4,000
2. Thank-you letters, others 3G 300 300 300 001 1,800
g, {oniarance Waorkbooks 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 | 5,000
. Finat Conterence Heport 2.500 2,500 2,500 2,500 2,800 12,500
f. Hural Qm ook 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 £0,000
TQTAL 15,600 15.600 15,600 15.600 15.600 | 78,000
7. VIDEOS .
a. Production (8136k / 4) 34,000 34,000 34,000 34,000 34,000 176,000
_ L. Photographer EBE100 hr. 200 200 | 200 200 200 1,08}
TOTAL 34,200 34,200 34,200 3&2& 34,200 « 171,000
8 _ TELECONFERENCE PROD'N 60,000 | 60000 | 60000 60000 _ 60.000 | 300000
8a. ELECTRIC CONF. SUPPORT 40,000 40,000 40,000 40,000 LIO0 200,006
4. TRANSPORT OF DISPLAYS
{$125 X 8 Displays/Site) 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 5.000
10, SATELLITE USAGE ' E
a, Satellite Rental (9 hrs.) (824k 7 4) £,000 6,000 £.008 8,000 8,000 20,000
b. Production Expenses &.000 68,0040 §.004 6,000 000 20,000
¢, Graphics 2,000 2,000 2.000 2,000 2,000 10,000
. Lighting 1,000 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 5000
e, Up~ & Down-Link Fees 8,000 8.0CC 8,000 8,000 | ‘8.000 40,000
TOTAL 23,000 23,600 23.000 23,000 23.000 318,600
¢ CLOERAND TOTAL. 182254827 .§222.638:1'8$222,208 $221,182 $221:182 $1.118,780
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Eastern

Time

NATIONAL RURAL CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

NORTH CAROLINA

owa

ILLINOIS

-

Ragistration
8:50 g § Introductory Video V50 am . 4§80 am
9:00 am | Guest Speaka?sé;\x' : H o800 am - 00 am
{3 x ! eahes) A /
RS ey 77 e 4 LAY, 7
$:30 am EDUGA’Z’%ON & Registeation Floglslration 8:33 am
e .
SN T //ﬁ
10:30 am | Break %36 am | Clinton meets with flood viclims Regisiration Gonatinues F80 am | Registration
11:00 sm | e coverage of Chntor Speech) 1800 an | Espy Inteoduction of Clinteh & {Live toverane of Cnton Speech) B0 sy | iava coveragn of s Speech)
Clinton spaech
11:3¢ am | Break 130 am | Braak for Clinton Parsonal Registration Continuas 430 am | Registration Continues
Contact with Audipncs
1050 am | introductory Video infroductory Video
12:00 pm | fLive coverage of lows Gowst Speakers) 1400 am | Guest Speakers . ) -»é"i" '; {Live Loverage of lows Guest Speakarsy S:00 s | v coverage of lowa Gats Speakers)
(I x10 min spesches) '
12:30 p | {Live coverage of jowa Roundiabiy) 1130 am | AGRECULTURE °§& | 1 give coearage of lows Pourxsisiie] 8:30 am { iive coverage of lowa Foundtadle)
NATURAL, ﬁESOﬁSQk‘:S o
ROUNDTABLE - 5,
+:20 am | Intductary Vides (i} 1120 am | Introductory Vidsg 1L} infroductory Yideo (L) 10:20 am | Introductony Video {IL}
1:30 pm | {Live covernge of [Binois Guest 12:30 o | iLive caverage of iinois Guest {Guest Spaskers O30 am i fLive coverage of Bingis Gues:
Speahmrs) Spoakors) (3 x Wrmin, speaches) Sppaners)
200 pm | [Live covorage of Sinnis Founctable} TR0 pm | thive coverags of Minois Foundtabiey ECONGIMIC T[11:00 am | tiive coverage of iinms Roundiable}
DEVELOPMENT
ROUNDTABLE
' ' 1156 am | Intreduciory Vidso
300 pen | thive coveoage of Califoerss Gupsy 200 pm | tLive coverage of Cafforia Guast (Liva toverage o Caliornia Guest 1200 p | Guast Speakers
Spaakers) Spopkes) Speakes {3 %10 min. speoches)
300 pe | {Live coverage of Galeris Roundable) ] 2:30 pm | {Live coverags of Caltornia Roundialiie {Live covorsge of Caltornia Reundabiey 1206 pm { INFRASTRUCTURE,
- TRANSPORTATION, &
ENERGY ROUNDTABLE
430 pm | Opfional Wrap-Up and 330 pn | Rebroadeast of Speaches and Hebmadcas] of Speschas and +30 pn | Reboadeast of Speeches and
Breakowt Sessions North Carofing's Morth Carolina’s North Carolina’s
EDUCATION & EDUCATION & EDUCATION &
TARAINING TRAINING THRAIMNING
% ROUNDTABLE ROUNDTABLE ROUNDTARBLE
500 vy { End Conlerence 00 pn | Optienat Wrap-Up andd Coptional Wrap-Up and 200 pen | Oplional Wrap-Lp and
Hraakout Sassions Hraakout Sessions Breakout Sagsions
7.00 pm W//M 6:00 pr { End Conference End Conference 400 pm | End Conference
i




8:30

9:30

16:00

10:30

11:00

11:30

12:30
12:30

2:00

3:30

5:00

£:00

NATIONAL RURAL CONFERENCE
AGRICULTURE ROUNTABLE AGENDA

i
Towa Site
December 1, 18984

Hegistration

President Clinton Meets with '93 Fleood Victims to Discuss Federal
Responsiveness to Disaster

Intreduction of President to Agriculture Roundtable by Secretary of
Agriculture, Mike Espy

Break for President’s Contact the Attendees
Rountable of Agriculture
Overviews:
1. Agriculture and Resource Conservation
2. Agriculture and Economic Opportunities
3. Commedity Programs and Agriculture

Digcussion
Co-Chaired by President Clinton and Secretary Espy

(President Clinton and Secretary Espy Depart)
Live Coverage of Speeches and Economi¢ Development Roundtable

Live Coverage of Speeches and Infrastructure, Trangportation
and Energy Roundtable

Replay of Tape from the Speeches and Education Training--Work Force
Roundtable

Optional Breakout Sessions

Conference Congcludes
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NATIONAL RURAL CONFERENCE (NRC) CRITICAL TIME LINE 9/9/94

Septembar 3 .

- Members of Beoard of Directors sstablished*

-« Purchase Satellite Time
Septembar 158 !

- Federal Partners designate NRC Contact parson{s}

- Sites Nominations Finalized
September 19

-~ Video tapels) development begins

- Bpeakers nominated; Issue Paper Topics nominated
September 23

~ Cooperative Agreement Finalized and $Signed by Federal
EATINGrs

- 8ite visits begin

~ Invitee Selection {riteria Finalized
October 1 - (FY 19%5 Begins}

« Punds transferred from Partners 7o NRC Account

- Roundtable Invitee’s Nominated
Coetober 3

-~ Sarellite Event Production Contract Letv

- Pirst Drafts of Issue/Topic Papers (ompleted
Gotober 7

- Cpoperative Agresaments with Non-Federyal Partner signed
October 10 - {(Columbus Day - Federal Heliday!l
Cotober 11

- 8Becond Draft of Topic Papers Completed
getober 17

- Toplc Papers Fipal/Transmitted to Electronic Distributors
Cctober 21 )

- Invitation sent to Roundtable Participants
Novenber 1 N

~ Super Information Highway Conference Rickoff (Gore/Eapy)

-~ NRC issue papers avallable slectyonically

- Citizen feedback System in place (mail, phone, e-mail)
November 11 - {Veterans Day - Federal Holiday)

Hovemheyr 15
- Citdizen Feedbhack to date summarized for Roundtable
participants
November 24 - (Thanksgiving - Federal Holiday)
Hovember 30
-~ Satellite Facilities tested
Pagambeyr L

- Multi-Site Satellite Broadcast of NRC Roundtable
December 31
« (dirizen Feedback Collection Ends

e

1838
Janpuary &

- Summary Informarion Products -~ Production begins
February 28

- Summary Information Products available for use by Rural
Development Community

* Subsegquent Meetings of Board of Directors scheduled ag needed

18


http:Novem,b.er

