
President Clinton's 
Agenda for Rural America 

Executive Summary 




President Clinton believes that the key to a strong rural America is preserving family life and 
family values on the farm and in small towns, As we approach the 21st century~ President 
Clinton will fight to provide rural families and communities with the opportunities they need 
to survive and flourish, To do that. President Clinton believes we must have an Ag~da tor 
Rural America that is based on: 

• 	 A broad-based strategy to bring new econcunic: opportunities into small towns 
in rural America to strengthen and supplement fanning opportunities; 

Contiuued idivestment in researcb that will make it possible for all rural 
Americans, especially smaller farmers, to seize the opportWlities of the 
information revolution and compete and win in- the global marketplace; 

• 	 A fanner-friendly agric:ulrure policy that gives competitive small farmers the 
chance to sutvive and does not put them at a d~sadvantage to corporate farmers. 

President Clinton has worked hard to make the economy work for rural Americans and their 
families. He has pursued a national economic strategy that infuses more capital. investment, 
and opportunity into rural America. That-strategy has worked. Since President Clinton took 
office, the economy has generated over 6.3 million jobs and the unemployment rate has 
dropped from 7.1 to 5.5%, Families and communities in rural America have benefitted from 
that recovery, but the President knows we need to do more, 

President Clinton's vision for the future of rural America is the same one he has for the fest 
of America. Creating a disciplined government and a healthy economy IS good for all 
Americans.. Cutting the deficit three years. in a row eases the burden of debt on aU of us. AU 
Americans win if the President's plan to reform welfare and promote work becomes law. 
President Clinton is fighting for a Middle Class Bill of Rights to help all middle-class 
families meet tbe costs of raising and educating their children. And he is working to make 
urban and rurnl neighborhoods safe for our children. But. rural America also has special 
needs. and the President recognizes that the Farm Bin offers an opportunity to set sound, 
common-sense policy for American agriculture ~d rural communities into the next century. 

As Congress rewrites the Farm Bill, President Clinton will make sure it builds on the 
successes of the past two years. The new bill must reform programs that have become 
ineffective, while keeping those that work. The major principles guiding the Administration's 
agriculture and rural agenda. set out below, must build On the J.>rogress we have made so far: 

1. 	 Mlllntaining tbe Farm Economy's Foundation~ Presldent Clinton has promoted 
11 farmer-friendly policy at the Agriculture Department. while cutting bureaucracy 
and easing the paperwork burden on farmers, This year, the Clinton 
Administration will propose changes to commodity programs that enhance the 
enlrepreneurial ability of our farmers. Those reforms will build on the promises 
to farmers the President bas honored and policies he has promoted to help them. 

• 	 Building a Market for Ethanol President Clinton has honored "his 
commitment to increase market opportunities for com~derjved ethanol. 
Regulatory changes he announced on ethanol in 1993 win boost the 
market for com and also cut urban smog significantly, 

• 	 Crop Insurance Reform, President Clinton signed a crop insurance 
reform measure that will end the need for ad hoc disaster assistance 
and guarantee affordable, reliable crop insurance for farmers. 



2. 	 Expanding Markets for American Agri.culture. President Clinton and his 
economic team have worked hard to increase farm exports and ~chleve trade 
agreements that are fair to American farmers and ranchers. Their determination to 
open foreign markets has worked. This Administration has made gains in trade 
agreements tha! have helped America build a $20 billion agricultural trade SUrpl11S. 

• 	 New Markets for American Farm Products, American farmers are 
now selling rice in Japan and apples to China for the first time. The 
Chnton Administration has made a temporary agreement with the 
Canadians on wheat. and used OUf export· enhancement program to sell 
pork to the former Soviet states for the first time. 

• 	 Negotiations to Cut Foreign Farm Subsidies. In the GA TI 
agreement. the Clinton AdmInistration received a commitment from 
the Europeans to cut their agricultural subs'dies dramatically after 
years of stalling. That agreement allowed us to cut farm subsidies. 

3. 	 E1panding Rural Econornie Opportunity. In today's rural economy. only 7.6 
percent of Americans earn their living directly from farming. 11tat is why 
President Clinton is pursuing a broad-based rural economic strategy that invests in 
people, safety. health care and our physical and information infrastructure. 

• 	 Investing in Education: the Key to Rural America's Future. 
President Clinton has made education and training the cornerstone of 
his economic strategy for the future. The Clinton Administration 
recognizes that technology makes a difference in the quality of 
education in rural areas, where access to libraries, quaHfied teachers 
and broad curriculum offerings is an too often extremely limited. 

• 	 Figbting Crime in Rural Communities:.. President Clinton knows 
that crime is one of the' greatest threats to the rural way' of life. That 
is why he is fighting back: by paying for more new police officers in 
every state and across rural America; by directing US Attorneys to 
coordinate a nationwide anti-violent crime initialive~ and by fighting 
for to keep gtulS out of the hands of criminals, while preserving the 
right of law-abiding citizens to own and use them, ' 

• 	 Making Health Care Affordable and Accessible in Rural America. 
President Clinton recently signed a bill that reestablishes the tax 
deduction for self-employed people, including farmers, for their-health 
insurance. Under that law, farmers will receive a 25 percent 1ax 
deduction that increases to 30 percent next year. That bill will make 
health care more affordable for 3.2 million American farmers. 
independent busi_ness peop1e and professionals, 

• 	 Expanding AC(!ess to the Information Superhighway, President 
Clinton has worked hard to join the information superhighwa.y and the 
country road. He has proposed the development of a National 
Information Superhighway -- a network of networks that wil1 change 
the way we live and leam and work, 11 will be built, run and 
maintained by the private sector. His Administration has targeted 
investments in telemedicine and distance leaming to bring new 
educational opporttulities and bener health care to rural American 
schools and families. . 



, . 


4. 	 Promoting Sound Stewardship of America's Resources. President Clinton 
believes that most people who live in rural America are natural environmentalists. 
Parmers understand the need to preserve the quality of the Jand, the richness of 
the topsoil and the purity of the water. The Chnton Administration has worked to 
craft environmental protection that makes sense to the people who work an4 live 
with the rules and regulations: 

.. 	 Soil Conservation Reserve, President Clinton believes the soil 
conservation program is a practical way to allow farmers to be 
environmentally friendly. while helping them economicaHy 

.. 	 Bay Delta Agreement. In California. the Clinton Admlnistratlon 
brokered a compromise between environmentalisls 'and farmers who 
had fought over water in the Bay Delta for years. 

.. 	 Wetlands, The Clinton Administration has developed a practical way 
to administer the 1aw that preserves wetlands and ~e important roJe 
they play in water flitration and purification of water. 

.. 'Endangered Species Ad. President Clinton b~lieves that we can 
protect the biodiversity of our country without putting people out of 
business. In California, the Secretary of the Interior has worked hard 
to reconcile certain conflicts between the Endangered Species Act and 
developers, and the Secretary of Agriculture will follow the same 
balanced approacn with farmers, 

5. 	 Promoting Sound Scien'fe and Research for the Next Century. President 
Clinton supports a strong research agenda in agriculture and across the board. To 
meet the challenges of the 21st century, we must inyest in technology that will 
improve agricultural productivity, solve environmental problems and create new 
opportunities. ,President Clinton has developed an economic conversion agenda 
that will enable us to turn research into real jobs in rural America. That agenda 
seeks a partnership among all levels of government and private research 
institutions to pursue ground~hreaking research in a cost~effective way, The 
Pwsident will fight to preserve this research strategy as we rewrite t~e Farm Bill. 

6. 	 Ensuring ,a Safe Food Supply, Even in a nation with a safest food 'supply in the 
world, we still need to bring scientific control to our meat and poultry production. 
This food safety effoit should extend from farm to table. The Clinton 
Administration will pursue its science~based food safety proposals, the single most 
comprehensive update of food safety laws since they were first enacted. 

7. 	 Pruviding a Healthy Diet for All Amerieans,' All Americans need access to a 
healthy diet. The Clinton Administration will propose the first modernization of 
federal nutrition programs since their inception, While honoring our commitment 
to fighting hunger, the Clinton Administration win propose reforms 10 improve 
delivery and maintain the fiscal integrity of nutrition programs. 

8. 	 Marketing the Best of-American Agriculture. No other country can match the 
American f<?,od system's ability 10 move food from farm to table efficiently and 
eff~lctively, This year, ~e Clinton Administration will proPose reform guidelines 
for some of our most important marketing programs, The Administration will also 
renew its commitment to protecting American agriculture from the threat of 
foreign pests, 



; 

Peter YuiNEC Rough Dmft/28 September 1994 

Session 1. Agricultural Products (generally) 

Possible tbemr.:. American agriculture in the next century. Keep discusswn at vision level, we~ve 
in spect'/ics, but avoid debate on particular programs (loan rates, EEP, etc), POTUS to 
emphasize the importance ofagriculture, innovation and new techniques (M-tilJ), need for and 
the reexamination of government's role. 
lllu.stratiyc participants: 
L Iowa Fano Study Group 
2. Fruits & yeget.bles industry (CA, FL, TX) 
3. One repr<,;entative speaking for tbe major commodity groups 
4. D.le Hathaway (National Center for Food & Agriculture Policy) 
5. Disaster relief recipient ' 
6. Prof. Bruce Gardner, University of Maryland 

7, Future Fanners of America , 

Danger ZOnCS; 

L Pledges on commodity programs (by either porus or Espy) 

2, Tobacco tax 

Administration successes: 

1. Ag reinvention . ' .•. l.­

(~J\_ ~ .... ",,-. \ ,,"'.
Session 2. International Trade In Agricultural Products 

Possible theme: The changing architecture of the world economy: the need for open markets 

and steps we've taken--NAFTA, UR-GAlT, APEC porus to emphasize success o/value­

added food producers, e.g, 

1.lh!simtiyc participants: 

1. Value-added food-product manufacturers 
2. DEW (with caveat) 
3. EEP p'lrticipants 
4. Importer .~ 
Dang,cr zones: 
1. Sensitive products: e.g.~ dairy, textiles 
Administration S~CS1 
1. NAfTA 
2. UG-GAlT 
3. APEC 



I'<>t<r-.YuINEC Rough Drnftl28 September 1994 

Session 3. Natural Resources, Ib, Environment, and Regulation 
Possible themes:_ (i) Our common interest in the environment; farmers as first -line 
environmentalists, POWS ({) ,emp/u1sfze creativity in farming techniques and the need for 
creativity in farm & land -management policy, (ii) The need ({) reinvent the regulation of 
agriculture--extending Secretary Espy's successful reinvention effort from the Slructure of the 
Department and into the substance 0/ regulation.. Topics Sllch as food safety and inspection, 
pesticide regulation, farm worker health and safety, 
IIIustratiye participants; 

1. Remington Fanns (c:9"'rimcntal farm) 
2, No-till fanner- • ()~'. J, """'tl..J 
3. Heruy Wallace Institute 1',;"'....,. I-.l\,.r:~, 
4. _ ••tery ad,'seat.. 
5. Processers 
Danger zones; 
1. Takingi' 
2, Unfunded mandetcs 
3, ESA (fairy shrimp) 
4. Ethanol 
Adminjstration successes: 
1. Wetlands policy 
2. Pesticides 
3. CRP extension 
4. NW Forest Plan 
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feter YIIil'iEC Rough Draft128 September 1994 

Site 11. North Carolina Human Capital 

Sessio.. 1. Huma.. Capllnl I .. Rural America (generally) 

Possible theme; Preparing rural workers and families for the challeges of today and the next 

century. New opportunities mode possible by technology (tele-commuting, te/e-educationetc.). 

IHustrative participants: 
1. Tele-commuter 
2. High school guidance counselor 
3. Mayor 
Danger zones: 
1. School finance 
Administration successes: 
I. 

Session 2. School-Io-work 
Possible theme;. Our children as Qur future: schooJ~LO-work as a critical juncture in their 
devewpment 
IIlustratiye participants: 
1. Students 
2. Americorp volunteer 
3. Teachers 
Danger zones; 
1. 

Admjnistration SUccesses; 


1. School-Io-work 
2. Goals 2000 
3. Arncricorp 

Session 3. Retraining & Lifelong Learning 
Possible theme; The mobile worker: portable health care & pensions; l,lelQng learning; 
retraining trithaut. dislocation. The NIl as a training tooL 
lHustmih:c participants; 
1. 
Danger wncs; 
l. 
Admjnistra.1ion su~ 
1. 
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~\ Peter Yu/NEC Rough Draftl28 September 1994 

Site 111. Q!lifomia -F:~on, & Economic Growtb in Rural Amerka 

Session J. Tnde and Economic Growth 

Possible theme: Changing architecture olthe global economy. Western Us, in particular, weU­
sitWlted to benefit from global growth. Globali:zdtion is the dominant force shoping the entire 
Nation's economy--rural America is no exception. 
Illustrative participants: 
1. 	 Manufacture exporters 
2. Agricultural exporters 
Danger zones: 

1. 	 ~mill!at.ion GIl tJ,.kr. J . 
AdmiDiSlIalliln..~u~ess..; ,.. . - ,4\'J.,a...l- f?,!M WQlkI\ •ItU\) 
1. 	 NAFfA: California exported $6.6 billion worth of goods to Mexico. and $7.3 billion 

Wo.rth of goods to. Canada in 1992. . 
2. 	 GAIT: Califnrnia exported $18.7 billinn worth of goods to. Europe in 1992. 
3. 	 ExpoJt Controls: About 40% of all export licenses are issued to California finns. 
4. 	 Export l'romotion: The National Export SlIalegy eliminated or significantly reduced 

licensing requirements for about $37 billion of exports . 
. 

Session 2. 'JransporlaUon, Inrr3structu .... " Rural Economic Growtb 

Possjble theme: 

!Ilustrati~ participants: 

Danger zones: , 

AdmjoistratiQD su~esscs:; 


. .', 
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Pclt[ XulNEC Rougb DraftJ28 Seplember 1994 

Site 	IV. minai, Egmomic DeveJopment 

Session 1. Foundalloos ror Suceess 

Eossible theme: Jdentifying the special needs ofrural areas. Critical role ofprivate sector; need 
for cOf1!plete pan'nership (federal, state, loca~ private), 
IlJu5trative participants: 
1. Model pn>grams 
2. ARC 

Danger Z01lCS: 

Admjnistration successes: 

1. EDA Competitive Communities 
2. EZ/EC 

Session 1. Access to Capital 

Possible theme; Businesses need capital to form and grow. No Administration has done more 
to improve access to capital. Interest rate reductions through deficit reduction was only the 
begi1ll!ing. 
lllustrat~ participants; 
L Small businessperson 
2. New entr<:preneur 
3. Bank executive 

DangO[ zones; 

1. Interstate banking • 
2. Farm credit system 

Administration SUccesses: 

1. CRA reform~ testing & enforcement 

2, COFl 


. " 	 3, SBA low-doc, no-doc 
4, SBles 
5, Interslale banking 
6, SSBles 

Sessloo 2. Regulation & Access to Markets 

Possjble theme..;. Capital and markets have a chicken -and-egg relationship. Technology has 
rendered the economy global. We are improving rural access to global markets. 
llIustraljve participants: 
1. Importer/exporter 

2, Highly regulated business 

Danger zones: 
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Peter Yu/NEC Rough Draft!28 September 1921 

Adminjstration successes: 
1. Small Business Regulatory Forum 
2. Manufacturing Extension 
3. TRP/ATP? 
4. Reg Aex 
5. Export controls 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
OFFICe: OF' Tre: Sf::CRETARv 

WASHiNGTON. O.C'. 20250 

'September 9. 1994 

INFORMATION MEMORANDUM TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
NATIONAL RURAL CONFERENCE 

FROM: 	 Karl Stauber 
Deputy Under Secretary 

SUBJECT: 	 Background on the National Rural Conference 


ISSUE, 

Last fall. in response to a letter from 44 Members of Congress. President Clinton 

decided tbat the Administration should convene a National Rural Summit to discuss 

the needs and opportunities of the rural parts of America. The President designated 

USDA as the host department. and organizational responsibility was given to the Small 

Community and Rural Development mission arca. We bave been working closely 

with White House Cabinet Affairs to nail down a date and structure for the 

Conference. We bave also been keeping the staffs of Misters Dorgan. Durbin. and 

Bumpers informed, as they are the "prime movers" of this effort on the Hill. The 

information contained .in this packet reflects our preliminary work thus far. which 

includes consideration of four simultaneous Conference sites. 


DISCUSSION: 

The intent of the Conference is to demonstrate the Administration's concern for and 

rommitrnent to the future of rural America. The Conterence will be organized as a 

"listening event," similar to the American Indian meeting held at the White House. 

The Conference will provide rural Americans with an opportunity to articulate their 

vision of the future. The following points bave been decided: 


.,I 
I, 	 Multi-Site Event - December I: / 

The Conference will be a multi-site event. last one day and occur on December 
I. 1994. The President will participate in the Conference. at the Iowa location, 
for approximately two hours. He will deliver a major address on rural issues. 
After a short break the President and Secretary ~will co-chair a one and 
onl!-half hour round table on agriculture and natural resources. 



2. 	 Sites - Topics - Hosts: 
The Conference will· focus on specific issues of importance to rural America. 
Each issue will be handled in a manner mndeled after the Little Rock Economic 
sununit. Each site will host the presentation and examination of one topic area. 
All Rites will be linked electronically. Each of the sessions will last 
approximately 90 minutes. Each Conference site will invite 250-300 people to 
attend, with 20 to 30 of ulese people participating in roundtable discussions on 
the issues specific to that site. 

One or two Cabinet members will be the President's representative and host at 
each site. That Cabinet member will also chair the discussion of one topic. 
The anticipated sites, topics and hosts include: 

- North Carolina, education and training, Secretaries Riley and Reich 
Illinois, economic development, Secretary Brown and Administrator Bowyles 
Iowa, agriculture and natural resources, President Clinton and Secretary B 
California, infrastructure. energy, and transportation, Secretaries O'Lea 

and Pena. 

We are working with our Farmer's Home Administration State Directors to nail 
down specific sites and facilities in rural parts of these states. We anticipate 
working closely with land grant universities as agents to provide critical site 
arrangements. USDA will be responsible for coordination and process of all 
sites and the substance of the Iowa discussions. Each other Cabinet 
department will be responsible for the substance of the issues related to their 
secmtary~s location, ...,! 

3. 	 Financial Support: 
We suggest an account be established (NRC Account) within USDA for 
purposes of securing the goods and services necessary for the Conference. 
Each participating department/agency will advance their fair share of the .; 
Con.ference budget to the NRC Account. A first draft of an inter-departmental 
Cooperative Agreement to clarify these roles is contained in Appendix J. 
USDA will make certain purchases direct, others through the land grant 
universities. 

2 



4, 	 Infonnation Superhighway Role: 
The Conference will 'be a demonstration of the benefits and possibilities of the 
Infonnation Superhighway for rural America, It is proposed that, 30 days prior 
to the Conference, Vice President Gore and Secretary Espy imroduce the 
Superhighway aspects of the Conference and begin an "Electronic Fair" over 
the Internet system. Modeled after an old-style state or county fair, the 
Electfonic Fair will be a place where rural people can exchange ideas on the 
Conference subjects, see the latest products, promote opponunities aod compete 
for awards related to rural development. There are now over 30 million 
Internet users and we expect broad paniciparion over this medium. 

5. 	 Overall Leadership: 
USDA will have overall responsibility for the coordination of the multi-sile 
Conference. Each individual site will be operated cooperatively by the 
sponsoring federal departments and USDA. USDA's Teleconferencing Center 
will coordinate and produce the televised video event along with contract crews 
at each site, linked by satellite. 

6. 	 Outcomes: 
The National Rural Conference will have several major outcomes'. It will 
produce an opponunity for thousands of Americans, especially rural Americans, 
to express their diverse views about opponunities and problems in the least 
populated parts of the United States. It will demonstrate the potential of the 
Infonnation Superhighway as a new critical competitive capacity for all rural 
communities. It will provide the President and Memhers of the Cabinet with an 
opponunity to speak out on the role of the Federal government in rural 
development. Finally, it will produce a series of papers and other products on 
rural issues. 

CONCLUSION: 
Basic plans are now being developed for the National Rural Conference. It is an .; 
excellent opponunity to get the President involved in rural issues, to showcase the 
work of the Departments and agencies in these areas and demonstrate leadership and 
cooperation among Federal agencies and other organizations. Each Federal 
Department's role in the Conference will be critical. The Conference provides an 
additional opponunity for each Cabinet official to articulate their ideas about the future 
of rural America directly to the people. 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE OF THE SECRE1"ARV 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 202$0 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Phil Caplan 

FROM: Karl Stauber 

DATE: September 9, 1994 

SUBJECT: National Rural Conference 

We are pleased to begin the substantive aspects of planning and developing the . 
National Rural Conference (NRC), and to engage the other Departments in this 
process. With only 82 calendar days until December I, we have our work cut out for 
us to nail down the delllils and see that the Conference goes as planned. !be attached 
materials should provide our new partners in this effort with adequate background 
infonnation on the Conference plans to date. 

Significant staff hours of varied expertise will be needed. This event will be available 
to the public over many mediums including satellite television and computer networks. 
We have established an Office of the National Rural Conference in the USDA South 
Building, Room 2854-S. The primary NRC contacts are: 

Staff Coordinator Fred Roane (202) 690-0735 Fax (202) 720-1002 
Te<:hnical Advisor Tom Tate (202) 690-0739 Fax (202) 720-3541 

Internet E-Mail Address: IllIte@esusda.gov 

Mailing address for the NRC office is: 
USDA/REA 
Office of the National Rural Conference 
Room 2854-SQuth Bldg 
14th & Independence Ave. 
Washington. DC 20250-1500 
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'fHE WHITE HOr;S£, 
WASHINGTON 

october 12, 1993 

The Honorable Mike Espy 
Secretary of Agriculture
Washington, D.C. 20250 

Oear Mike: 

Recently, 44 U.S. Senators and Representatives w~ote to 
met asking that I convene a summit on farm policy and rural 
develop~ent. I know you will agree with me that this is an 
ideal way to address the problems of rural America~ 

As you will see in the enclosed correspondence, I have 
committed this Administration to bringing all of the intended 
parties together, and 1 hope that you can take the lead in 
organizing the meeting. After seeing the results of, your 
superb efforts in organizing the summit on hunger and 
nutrition, I look forward to a very productive meeting • 

• 
Representation at the summit should be inclusive, and 

the subject matter should be comprehensive. Rural America 
is affected by issues related to rural manufacturing, health 
care reform, communications, and transportation as well as 
farm policy. 

I look forward to meeting with representatives of our 
nationls rural areas to discuss these critical issues. My 
staff will work closely with you and provide any assistance 
you need to make this meeting as successful as possible. 

Sincerely, 
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ItongfC% Qf tl)t tunltell iJtat~ 

Ii'Ir.."lrinil", llIC l!!lS16 

Jun~ 11, 1993 


BDnorAbl~ Wl11iam J. clin~Qn 
~o White House 
W".hlnqton, D.C. 20500 .. 

en 
lle4r V.r. Pl:':21dent, ... . , 

, Wo ue wr1tlng ms 1I\~e;:n of t.be U.8. COngrela who uprcunmt
rural ArOAa to uk: you tQ (!W1VC1lil G ".wsUt 01\ farm pol.1cy and 
.t:1.U'41 devolop;tent" this yctAr, We aek you to join Ull in a summit 
IIOfltin9 of film belt lOI1;'elat9rS, !!~r-, arul fnra orqClnLzat1ons 
to cicrvolgp « plan to UBtoI;!:'I e.conom1c h8D.lth to tho flLt'Dl bolt 
stQ\.Q!I" • 

For OTar a dccade 1«) b.dV6 bean fao1ng 110w ecau01I1c 

8tr4l1glll,atian ill =1 AoI9.r~c4. Ttl" uny tlSlllily tam.."" art)


unlll>le to _ a 11vll19 an~ Are luving the f4l!'m. !lmJI.ll town 

WUltGBSaa ue bc:lll=q up. And. rttrCll _tat... """ lodll!l 

population l 


O\U' econo;rv ia in cJ.eep trouble in rQral Amclri04 t Kr. 

Pre81d.CIInt.. But' QUE' c1t.1~€lntl are not pratCl.t1.rlv .tn tba atrNta 

.o.nd. they ~ not ro.nru.ng tractamac1o:a to WUhltlgton. 


R4thQr t tho1r 1U\Q'C:r h.o.o turn6t;i to despair as thousaild.a' have 
quietly OlD""" w.ln~.ollo f laft tllrlll8 aM 90n. to tile w:bIW 
CQlltm:a aCC;J<;iI!\l wo~k iUI<I "=011110 eW:vlval tor tho1J: flUOl.l;lO•• 

Tblil main C:Ulp.t:'1.t 1n MAl AnI.OclC4'a economic b:oUbl•• is 
chronically lw pr1ce<l to>; the commoditieB family £"""""'" 
pl;'(Xluc~. x.aw fcu;:m prices, .os Go Z'Q8ultr haV'ft had A d&VClata.tinq 
.t.Oip4at on O\U" cntirn ,nu:o.l eoonomy. Pt:tt ovoz:: 11 <18044. :we' vo 101ft 
jobu a.nd. now we erc loc:J.n'l people. 

Last year we asked P~~ident Buah to convene 4 aummit on 
rural AmG:r:lr;a to o:qllorQ w.o.ya in which the Pre&idQfl't and. CoUt;'RSB 
can help restore ecanomio n~QLth to Amar1ca'e heartlAnd. 
Pro.1dent Bush wa. not wil11ng to Go tbAt. 

TOday we appeal to you to joln us In hol~ln9 4 aumm1t ~o 
QlsCUaa 181~aB affoctioR rural Amor1~a~ w. believe the Clinton 
Admin!otr4tlon can offe~ now hQpg An~ now OPPQrtunity to B reglon 
ot tho country that h(lQ not ohared. in Am~c1cc' c prooperity in the 
past coupl~ ot dcCCU6n. 

We rQccqn1~Q that the economic p~Qblem8 of rural America 
cannot ba solVOd enti~ely by the federal governmQnt. But curr.nt 
federal farm pal!elen Q~C clcQ~ly not working. Unla•• end until 
tho federal 9QVQrnment provlaeu real leadership in eredtinq an 
~9ricultural poliCY that moveo farm pr1cc8 above tho cost of 
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p:cod1.lation tq:r; fUIJ.ly fAJ:::mo:rn, 1m vJ.ll not .ge any real progJ:ulIJflI 
~n tepairing the dAmago fXQ~ 0 d4ca4e of ne910ct to ~al AmeriCA 
~y thO proviouO ~n1.trQti.no. 

A cumm1t conferenoe on f~ pollcy an4 rurul 1asuea hooted 

by tilt> Prailclant of tllO united Stateo wlt.h partlclpo.tlon .by 


.Congrua, t~ ana otne.r agr1.~lt.J.l.ral le4C1era will "end. a 
mot:umge to tu11y ~l:U:Iaor&l" mtlin =tnct busirumeell An4 ot.harg. 
vhQ~o economla .~Lv41 la At 8~a, thA~ tbare 1. hope for A 
ctuu1qe ~ n4tional pOlicies affAct1nq ~al America. 

VQ Ilsk you to BM.t.outJly conaldQ:t: th11 request and we tU:'qo 
you to trO:k wLth us to Q/ul a. a1J.llJlAit me.Ung d.uring this cD.lep,d.ar 
year. Va have no t,imo to lOZJil: it WG are q01nq to rGutOX'l:5 

eco.nomi.a heAlth t.o tl n9'~Qn at c:nu:' country tbat hao been 

_t.:cuwUng for too loni. ' 


We c:,,11 on you to ot;fclI;' nOlt' hope o.nd 11k new <U.rect1on far 

ru<>l. l\mel:,l.c:a. 


Slnoo:mly, 

e.rtlGXcl Sa.nQ,QJ:s 
MQQbor of CongrGDIl Senator 
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http:cD.lep,d.ar
http:n1.trQti.no


.:' ;' 

JWlC 14, 1993 

P.a.gc 1'hrec 

Th~s J. a4rl~t XII 

Me~er of CongrQGn 
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June 14, 1992 
page Pour 
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BLD:rmd. 
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, 1 . 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

lloU' nick: 

_ IOU 'Y'UY 1IIUCh for ycml:' letter at .:rune 14. :t_eo_t tlI<I. prol>1o:u 01: zural-_.1ca can no 1_ b. i~ and 
4aserVII ~ atotent1cn. t ..1"" "!ll'''Q that tlI<I. bast tIDY tIL 
baqin .l.Is lr1 pt1:1.!lq inter_ partinc t:oqctll<l.r = dige".. _ 
crtt1c:al. loa_ :tacl.:nq z:ura1 flllllilin .. !inti CcmIIIIIJIILt1... 

l:O prc!ICte thia ol:!ject1w, I IliU aek Agr1cu1t:ura S"""etar:Y 
lI1lca PPl/' 1:0 __ lJW1 in D>"lI"nb1.ng 1:110 ~ you ha.... 
rpquall1:ed, _ I baW cIJ.recUcl l!Il/ ateff ttl c1oaol.y mcm1tcr the 
~1Ilia of tli.l.Is avOllt. 8ec11.'ttaEl/' Mm" !!as al%udy cnvan1"ao. 0. 
fUato-ro.tQ ISWIIlIlit 011 bWIqGr _ nutrition 111_J o.nd J: have 
CCIIIPlej::e coiIticllan .... in hill 'iW1l1ty ~ opoarbcsd this new ~ 
_caver. \ 'I ' 

! 1 ' 
; Let De taka 1:hiII appa:tun1ty to ort:..to l!Il/ !laU.t _10 tile 

IS1DOdt ch0\U4 loa both inclUll1va in its partic1:patJ.Cn o.nd 
eDlip.:al:l.1III1ve .in its a1ll:!jQC\; uttar. 1'hB pl:ol!1eIIII n:t rural 
Aur.1ca 40 ve.U ~ a'1%':l.cult1ll:,,; _1 mamU:acl't:lll:ing is alII<> 
\IJldar _t: pn."IIra. IUId national polioy in arau 8IICh ... 11eal1:h 
can rafo:m.. c.>...onic:ationa and transportation haa ....11' ad4C14 to 
the p:'efiIcura. 

; I loalc, torward. =~ vith you to turn yo.....UIIIIl1t 
prc:poaal :Into • reaU!:y. i ' ,­. ' 

c· 
I 

I r 
i ' nco lIonorab1o lU_ J. DUrbin 

II....... a~ lI.epr.._tiv.... 
Waahirup:"'" D.C. -205~lI 

I 

f 
'," --_... 11 

http:partic1:patJ.Cn
http:fUato-ro.tQ
http:tli.l.Is
http:D>"lI"nb1.ng
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DEPARTMENT OF A(SRICULTUREd=~ 

OFFICE 0(' THE S€CR:€'rARV 

wASHINGTON. O.C. 20'!'e~O 

:lIEMORANIlUM 

TO: Chri$li~ Director 

Cabine~The WhIte House 

THROUGH: Fred Slabach. Assistant Secretary 

Congression~1 Relations 

FROM: Karl Stnuber, Deputy Under secret3'Y4IfV,GfJ,rI 

Small Community and Rural Development 

SUBJECT: National Rural Summit 

DATE: March 7, 1994 

Plans are currently bein.,g developed for a National Rural Summit, to be held in June of 
this year. A decision memorandum is currently before Secretary Espy.' Bob Nash and I 
have been meeting with Senator Dorgan and Representative Durbin to get their 
suggestions and keep them apprised of our progress. 

When the Secretary responds to the decision memorandum, we will announce the 
Summit. This announcement may be released with Durbin and Dorgan. We anticipate 
that the Summit wiil occur at several sites through OUl rural America that we will 
connect electronically, We want the Summit to be seen as one demonstration of how the 
"electronic super highway" will benefit all of America" 

As the Summit will focus on rural development, om just agriculture. we will need to 
.~move quickly to involve other Feder?!1 Departments in the planning and execution. 

Appropriately timed recognition from the White House could assist in this effort 
Dorgan and Durbin have indicated that they wi:! be approaching tbe White House to 

have the President and Secretary Espy make keynote addressc$ <.!.i the beginning of ihe 
Summit, via satellite downlink. 

One additional note~~Senator Bumpers, through las1 year's Senate Appropriattom; 

Conference Report. bas directed the Department to hoid n National Agricultural 
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Summit. Wc: need In resolve how (hese 1WO Iniliali\'c:, arc comhul<:J or :,cp:Jf<J!eJ.L If we 
lise a multi-site pruce~:, as :-.uggc:Hcd '1hovc. Wt;' may wi:.h to have on~ or two sites more 
explicitly fucus 011 primarily ,:griculwrut i~stJcs, 

I 

Attached an~ copies of the WOlle How:.e and C{}ngre~$i{}naJ corresponde:1ce rclaleu,to 
this effort. Please let me know If there are any \1UeMiom; to \vhkh I can re~pum.L 

cc; Bob Nash 
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NATIONAL RURAL CONFERENCE 

Mission Statement 


The National Rural Conference is an effort by the Office of the 
President and selected Departments of the E.xecutive Branch. The 
purpose of the multi-site Conference is to facilitate dialog between 
rural citizens and Federal policy makers. The Conference will be an 
opportunity for Federal officials to listen to the critical concerns of 

. . 
rural Americans. 

The Conference will also be a demonstration of the applicability of the 
Information SuperhighwilY to rural communities. The Conference will 
enlist a variety of mediums over which citizens can express their 
concerns. 

,., 
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NATIONAL RURAL CONFERENCE 

Budget Estimates September 9,1994 

i
40 ; 



NATIONAL RURAL CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 


am I {l.Mt «I\r6(age til Ciruon $94\ld'J) 1000 am ESpy IntiOduction 01 Clinton & 
Clinton speech 

(lIY. ¢OYe!~ of C1!num S~; 8:00 am (LN4 COYefagll af Cir~ Sp('~th) 

11:30 am I Break 10"30 am Break for Ctinton Persona! 
Audience 

Registralion Continues 8-;30 am Registration Continues 

_... - ----­ -

Vldoo IOlmdudo,ry Video 
-

pm II.MI ~'98 01 Iowa GutIl:1 Speaker,) 11;00 am Guest Speakers " " ,ft'; (livo <:C'Yer* of bw1!I Gua51 Speakers) I 9:00 am I !\.iQ coverage oj fowa-G~$\ Speakers) 
(3 :Ie 10 min. spaeche1l) .. 

-.. -- -------­,,,:30 pm (ll'.-e COY/H-&9& vi );Mil Roond\ll;bI!i!j 11:30 am AGRICULTURE -& .;,',:, 
NATURAL :AESOURCES ' , 

(tM!~e()! Iowa ROIJI'IdlaUlel 9:30 am (Liue ooverage of Iowa AO\.IMIlltAe} 

ROUNDTABLE .: ., '. >f 
"" .. . . <, " 

l~am Introductory Video (Il) 11'20am ftltroductory Video (Il} fntroductory Video (lL) 10.20 am Introductory Video (IL) 
-------­ - --- ­ CC.----­

1:30 pm {live CO\I6fago 0/ trlioois. Gu$$1 12:30 pm iUYe coverage 01 Jilirlois GUeS! ,GLU;st Speakers ' - 10:30 am {Lfveeovetage of mlf1(lis GWSl 
Spealutfl) ~k«$} (3.;r 10 ~n" .~eches) ~e'$} 

200 pm I~",oo_...ol_••~",,,,,,.) - --­
1 00 pm (Uw a»-etll1)e tir minois Rcund!ab'ia) ECONOMIC \ 1.00 am (live co\lel'agc of IIIioo.& RQUnQ[l!I)l(!) 

DEVELOPMEnT 
ROUNDTABLE --­ ------­

"'" InlroductolY Video 
- -----­ . ---' -­ --­ ._. -­ - ----­ . ---' ------­

3:00 pm I {Uvet.il:WMag4oICaliiooUQues:t 200 pm (live !'.Overage oj Cah!omia GOOlU ~lMI cover. ofCalliofflia Guest 12:00 pm Gl.HJst Speakers 
Spenetl) spulIMltlll Sl'eliklti'$) (3110 !TIln. speeches) 

- ---­ . --~- -­ ---­ - ._-­ -­ - -----­ -----_. 
3:30 pm {L we COVlrllgoG (II Calif«IlIt1 Roondtablo) 2<SO pm {Livi$ .ct)~Maw'I' 01 Cal,lorrna AoondtaI:llo) (live GOVOI* of Cnhlorru3 RotlrutwbTe} 12:30 pm .. fHAN::;» 

ENERG' 
---- ­

1-:30~ 
-------­

4:30 PIT\ Optional Wrap·Up and 3:30 pm Rebroadcast of Speeches and Rebroadcast of Speeches and Rebroadcast 01 SpeecheS and 
Oreakout Sessions North Carolina's North Carollna'.JS North Carolina's 

EDUCATION & EDUCATION & 
TRAINING TRAINING 
ROUNOTAS LE ROUNDTABLE 

600 pm ~-s.oo pm . opi';;~al Wrap.Up anqOP:ional Wrap-Up and 
-

3:00 pm Oplional 
Breakout Sessions Breakout Ses.sions Breakout 

I 7.00 PIll 6:00 p; End Conference --End Conhm:m~~- 4.00 pm End Conference'" 




NATIONAL RURAL CONFERENCE 

AGRICULTURE ROUNTABLE AGENDA 


Iowa Site 

December 1, 1994 


8:30 	 Registration 

9:30 	 President Clinwn Meets with '93 Flood Victims W Discuss Federal 
Responsiveness to Disaster 

10:00 	 Introduction of President to Agriculture RQundtable by Secretary of 
Agriculture, Mike Espy 

10:30 	 Break for President's Contact the Attendees 

11:00 	 Rountable of Agriculture 
Overviews: 
1. Agriculture and Resource Conservation 
2. Agriculture and Economic Opportunities 
3. Commodity Programs and Agricnlture 

11:30 	 Discussion 
Co-Chaired by President ClinWn and Secretary Espy 

• 

12:30 	 (President Clinwn and Secretary Espy Depart) 

12:30 	 Live Coverage of Speeches and Economic Development Roundtable 

2:00 	 Live Coverage of Speeches and Infrastructure, Transportation 

and Energy Roundtable 


3:30 	 Replay ofTape from the Speeches and Education Training--Work Force 
Ronndtable 

5:00 	 Optional Breakout Sessions 
" 

6:00 	 Conference Concludes 
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NATIONAL RURAL CONFERENCE (NRC) CRITICAL TIME LINE 9/9/94 

September 9 
- Members of Board of Directors established* 
- Purchase Satellite Time 

September 15 j 

- Federal Partners designate NRC Contact person(s; 

- Sites Nominations Finalized 


September 1.9 
- Vide:o tape {s) development begins 
- Speakers nominated; Issue Paper Topics nominated 

September 23 
- Cooperative Agreement Finalized and Signed by Federal 

partners 
- Site visits begin 
- Invitee Selection Criteria Finalized 

October 1 - (FY 1995 Begins) 
~ Funds t.ransferred from Partners to NRC Account 
- Roundtable Invitee's Nominated 

October 3 ' 
Satellite Event Production Contract Let 

- First Drafts 0: Issue/Topic Papers Completed 
October 7 

- Cooperative Agreements with Non-Federal Partner signed 
October kO - (Columbus Day - Federal Holiday) 
October 11 

- Second Draft of Topic Papers Completed 
October 17 

- Topic Papers Final/Transmitted to Electronic Distributors 
October 21 

, 

- Invitation sent to Roundtable Participants 
November ~ ~ 

- Super Information Highway Conference Kickoff (Gore/Espy) 
- NRC issue papers available electronically 
- Citizen feedback System in place (mail. phone, e-mail) 

November 11 - (Veterans Day ~ Federal Holiday} 
Novem,b.er 15 

- Citizen Feedback to date summarized for Roundtable 
participants 

November 24 - (Thanksgiving - Federal Holiday} 
November 30 

- Satellite Facilities tested 
December 1 

• Mu~ti-Site Satellite Broadcast of NRC Roundtable ,December 3l. .< 
- Citizen Feedback Collection Ends 

Ja.nuary 5 
- Summary I~formation Products - Production begins 

February 28 
- Summary Information Products available for use by Rural 

Development Community 

* Subsequen~ Meetings of Board of Directors scheduled as needed 

1995 
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