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Subject: Status of Poliay ideas

1. Seantbelt Report will be ready early next week, Report ssts new national goals of 85% use by
2000.and 0% use by 2005 {from 68% 1odayl; At its release, we will announce our support for
legislation {part of pending NEXTEA safety titlal requiring states to implement primary seathelt
laws or divert 1% of highway funds v safety {so-calied "soft sanction™}; and 3 updats an
cutdated EO requirng federal employees to use sestbelts -- changes will bring BO in Hine with
current belt tsehnology and will add provisions to it to increase enfocament of seathelt use on
Faderg! Izagds. EO is expected to go 1o OMRB for review tomorrow.,

MNEC statf {Dorothy Robynt and | agres we should 1ry 1o get NEXTEA safety title done snd release
with seatbelt report next week. In addition 10 soft sanction for primary seatbell laws, safety title
includes truck size and wsight restrictions {hig desl for safsty advocates): railroad terrorism
arovigions: and s number of smaller provisions.  We suggest having POTUS srnounge seathel?
raport and salety titie directly ollowing DBO meeting next week (o 3 Hroad-based sudience that
nchyles advacstes and other industry mambaers of the safety caglition, A litie strange, bt DOT i
adamantly oppoged to FOTUS doing safaty announcemant wibiy 3 alone. NEC and DOT think the
Big 3 CEQg wilt be receptive to that approach,

2. Prunk Driving/.08 BAC -- We could put (08 BAC provision in NEXTEA salaty title a5 well, but
DGT, NEC, DIRA and | are all ambivalent about that. We are on recerd supporting .08 BAC -- our
NEXTEA legislation sent to the Hill recently haslincentives for states to pass .08 laws. We couid

push far 5 "soft sanction,” but it will be 2 much teugher fight than for sestbeits and the payoff is
tous chear, DOT anticipates that the industry will put up a very aggressive fight, and the effect of
08 laws on orashes is not very well documentad. Sl .08 is good public health policy. We ali

agrae that wa ghouldn™t put (08 in the sately legisiation unless the President and Slater are willing
1o fight for it. We will chew on this for another day, but welcome your guidance.

3. Aggressive Deiving -~ DCT has been digging for the past two weeks and hasn't come up with
quite enough yvet.  The abivigus policy response is aggressive local enforcament. Siate and local
investimant in traffic enforcemsent hag declinad aver the ias? several vears 38 we and others have
pushad cops toward higher priority £ffortg, DOT is taking some small sigps 10 promote iocal law
enforcement that we could package togethar in an avent. As the Post reported this weekend, DOT
s working with DC-area jurisdictions to mount a DO enforcemant siforn later thig manth, DOT also
has a8 "Red Light Bunning”" technical assistance program we could hignlight . 0O7 is inferested in
workihng with Justice 1o push lor stronger seatencing guidelines, but Dennis is not enthusiastie,
These ideas aren't encugh for 3 POTUS evant, but DOT is trying to coma up with more. i wea geat
a good package, April is 8 good dme Tor an event. April 20-26 is National Drive Salely week, Tha
Matwork of Emplovees for Traffic Safety INETS) -« 200 public and orivate organizations - would
Heka to do an Aprdl 17 evant by anticigation of Drive Salely week.

4. PRESIDENTIAL MEMO on FMLA - P've surveyed people but haven's found 8 good reason why
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wae dicin't send this in Jufy. 1t may be because we prapared it BEFORE we sent the legislatian 1o
the Hill in September, | just found cut John Angell waosked on it and will gall him at DOE, Per nur
discussion thig morning, | wilf ask OMB 1o ciroulate to agencies and WH offices for commaent,
Barring any unioreseen objections, we should be zbie 1o du soon,
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